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MINUTES.

ST URGEON CREEK C~URCH , ~
IRWIN CO UNTY, GA .

September 14th, 1906 . .

The Sixteenth A nn ua l Sessi on o f the Brushy
Creek U nio n of Primi ti ve Bap ti sts co n ve ne d thi s
day with th e a bove name d church, E lder J. A.
Sutton , M oderator, presiding .

By a r ra ugeme nt o f co m m it tee , the Introdu c
tory Sermon was preached by Elder S . G. Rat
cliff, o f the Towal ig a A ssoci ation, usin g for hi s
subject a portion of t he 6 t h ve rse a nd 9t h chap
te r of the prophet I saiah, "His nam e shall be
called wonderful. " C losed by the M oderator
with a few w ell ch osen and appropriate remarks .

Intermission of twenty minutes was given ,
after whic h the body re-assem bled in the hou se
and beg an bus iness . Prayer by Elder G. \ V .
Phillips, of the Brush y Creek U nio n .

C alled for correspondence rece i ved a n d read
letters a n d m esse ngers ' names e n ro lled from th e
chu rches at Willacoochee a n d Mt , Olive . At
this point, on motion by Elder \V. H. H arden ,
meetin g adjourned until 9 o'c loc k to -morrow
morning .

S EPTE:lIBER 15, 1906 .

According to adjournment on yesterday, co n 
ference was resumed. Prayer by Elder J. L.
Haye s, of the Towal iga A ssoci ation. Then, on
m otion, regu lar order of bu si ne s s w as taken u p
a n d renewed call for correspon dence a n d re-
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ceived and read le tte rs and messen gers ' names
en rolled from the churches as foll ows: Brushy
Creek, Turners Meeting House , O a ky G rov e,
W a.rrior Creek , Hickory Springs an d Ern aus ,

On motion, the election of Modera tor a n d
Clerk followed, a n d re sulted in the re-elect ion of
Elder]. A. Sutton and G. \V. Fletcl1er respect
ively.

The ' Moderator appointed Brothers D. T.
Paulk and W. F. Paulk on preachin g se rvices,
to act in conjunction with the local committee.

Called for correspondence from other bodies,
and received Elders ]. L. Hayes and S . G. R at
cliff as messen gers from the Towali ga Associa
tion. On motion, corresponding letter of la st
yea r to the Towaliga A ssociation, w as adopted,
with such changes in n ames and dates as neces
sa ry .

C alled for messen gers to v is it t he T owali g a
Associa t ion , a n d Elde rs VV. H. H a rde n a n d G.
\V. Phillips and Brothers D. T. P aulk , D a niel
Tucker , F. G. E. Pau lk an d J. 1\1. P afford vol -
un teered to go. .

On motion , a p po in ted correspondent to v is i t
Li ttle River A ssoci ation; Elder J. A . S utto n
volunteered to go.

The next session of the Union meeting w as
ordered held with the church a t ,v illacoochee ,
Irwin county, Ga., at the usual time, third Sun
day, Friday and Saturday before, in Septem ber,

19°7·
Called for minute fund. As re sult collected

$16.90' Ordered" 500 minutes printed for di s-
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tribution, cl erk to retain balance of funds for
hi s se r vices . if any le ft.

On motion the c lerk was ordered to publish
ca r d of thanks in minutes to the b rethren, sis 
te rs an d fri ends around the church for their ho s
pitality during thi s meeting.

The following resolution w as offered by Bro.
M . H enderson , of Brushy Creek church , and
a do pted by the meeting:

\ V HEREAS, There a p pea rs to exi st amon g
some o f th e membership of our U n ion a di s
position to take leg al steps looking to the disso 
lution of the sa me ; therefore

R ESOLVED, That th e several churches to
carefully co ns ide r thi s propos'iti on a n d report
their wi shes in the matter to the next sess ion
o f th e U nio n .

O n moti on, minutes read and adopted and
me eting adj ourned to time an d pl ac e fixed above .

J . A. S UTTON.
G. \V. FLETCHER, Moderator.

Clerk .

SAT URDAY' S PREACHING SERVICES:

Elder J . L. Hayes, T owaliga A ssociation .
Elder J. A . Sutton , Brushy Creek U n io n .

SUN DAY' S PREACHING SERVICES: .

Morning-Elder S. G. Ratcl iff , Towaliga A s
sociation.

E vening-Elders w . H. Harden and J . A. Sut
ton , Brush y Creek U n ion .
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Corresponding Letter to the Towaliga Associat.ion.

The Brushy Creek U n ion of Prirn itrve Baptists
to Her Si ster, the Towaliga A ssociation, with
whom She Corresponds:

DEA R BR ETHR EN AND SISTERS --Through
the mercies of an All-wise God we have been
permitted to hold thi s , the Sixteenth Annual
S ess io n, in peace and love , for which we thank
God.

The visitation of your messengers, Elders S.
G . R atclifF and J. L. Hayes, gives us much joy.
We desire a continuation of your loving corre
s po nde nce . This messa ge will be borne to you
by the brethren whose names will appear in the
bod y of the minutes.

The ne xt sess io n of our body will be held,
the L ord willing, with the church a t Willacoo
chee. I rwin county, on the third Sunday, Friday
a n d Saturday before, in September, 1907, where
we hope to m eet yo u again.

A do p ted in conference at Sturgeon Creek
Church, Irwin County , Ga., Sept. IS, 1906.

J. A. S UTTON,
G. vV. FLETCHER , Moderator.

Clerk.

Standing Order of Business.

I. R ead letters. Elect Moderator and Clerk.
2 . Invite brethren and visitors to sea t s .
3. C all for petition ary letters .
4 . Appoint committee on preaching.
5. Appoint one to write correspondin g letter.

I

~
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6 . Appoint time and place for next sess ro n .
7. C all for corresponding letter .
S . Call for co n t r ibu t io ns .
9 . Fix n umber of minutes a n d clerk 's fee.

10 . 1\1 isce llu neo us ,
I I. R ead minu te s. Adjourn .

Constitution, Doctrine, and Articles of faith.

Articles of Constitution.

Th e followi ng preamble. re so lution an d articles of Constitution
were ad opted bythe Brushy Creek. Union of Primitive Baptists at
it s organ izat ion in 189 1 :

Wh ereas, '1'h<3 sev eral ch urc hes of the Primitive Baptist faith
a nd o rder , to-wit : Brushy Creek , Turner Meeting House, L it tl e
Riv er, xturgeon Creek and Hopew ell, of Irwin county, Georg Ia ,
an d I'mal1 s a nd Oaky Grove of Berrien connty, Georgia , being
now, as they have bee n for a number of years, eutirely di sconnect
ed with as soc ia tfoua l org ani zati on s ; and ,

Whereas , I' ertain Primitive Ba p t ists in other localities, wh ose
orthodo xy In doctrine, faith and prac ti ce, as far as said churches
ha ve heen a ble to divin e, I S sa t is fac to ry , and whose ch urc hes occu-

I' Y fu ll s tand tng assocta tto nal tv, having recently, In a most frieud
y a nd Ch ristia n like manner, sho wn th eir confidence as believers

in membersh ip of said chu rc h es, manifestin g on divers occ as ions
th eir love and fell owship for sa me wit ho ut restraint ; a n d

Whereas. Su ch treatment , co ming from the hands of ass oct a
t ional hret hren-c-esp ec tal lv s ince man y of th ese organ izations ha ve
see n pro per to draw the lin e of de marcat io n so sharply - having
aroused in the minds of the membership of sa id church es the ten
de rest fee llnl(" o f Christian lov e a nd fe llo wsh ip in return, and In
orde r to be p repa red to do eve n j ustlce to any and all bod ies of
Prtmttr ve Ba pt ists orthodox in doctr ine, faith and practice, con
nectertor di sconnected with assoc ta t iona l orgn niza t ions , wh o will
suffe r th em to do so, it ha s be com e the desire of sa id chu rc he s t o
inau gu ra te a pl an by which th ey may as a body solicit co r re spo nd
ence. receiv e and wel com e su ch b re thren t o th eir assemblies for
worship, and throu gh which thcy may the better ex ch an ge the
many Christia n courtesies due from one to an other, SU o rte n the
so u rce o f immeasu rable comfort an d co ns olation to be lie vers in
Ch r is t ; therefore, be it

Resolv ed , h ) ' th e chosen mess engers a nd members present of
th e se veral ch urc he s named in the foregoiug preamble, this dar
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assembled with Brush y Creek ch urc h , Irwin county, Georg ia , That
the same be organized, and that the sa m e will hereafter be known
as the Brus hy Cre ek Union of Primitive Baptists , and th at the
sail orjra m zatto n is hereby based on ly and solely upon the follow
ing articles of the Constitution, t o-wi t :

ARTICLE 1. The Brushy Creek Union of Primitive Bapti sts, a s
above org a nized . sh all h old annual sess io n with one or the oth er
o t the c hu rches of the Un ion a ge ne ral a nn ua l Union meeting, the
present meeting constituting the first meeting under the Con stitu
ti on .

A.RT II, Sa id meeting sha ll be com pos ed of the regular chosen
messeng-ers of the severa l c h u rc hes composing t he Union, togethe r
with tbe members of the same in good standmg who m ay be in
atteudanc e

ART. HI. Each meeting s ha ll be organ ized by t h e election of a
m od erator, whose duty it sh all be to preside over the body during
it s deliberations. explain a nd pu G rorih questions, wel come and
receive visttors, and perform su ch other duties as his ta gh office .
m ay require ; and also a clerk , whose duty it shall be t o keep and
re cord in a suitable book for that purpose, a cor rec t minute of all
uu siness transacted therein, prepare and have the same published
in pamphlet form, and super inte nd the distribution of the same
am ong the severalchurch es of the Union, and oo such other things
as tne nature of hi s offic e requires and may be necessary.

ART. IV. No business s ha ll ever be transacted or ev er enter
tained by t he body 1Il s uc h meetings that either directly or inch
re ctly inter1eres with the internal rights of each church to self
gover nm ent , leaving: chat power to be exclusively and ab solutely
exe rc ised by those bodies a lone , ac co rd ing to precept a nd example
laid down in t hat unerring fundamental constitution of the Church
of Ch r is t- t h e Holy BIble

Declaration of Doctrine--Adopted in 1892.

The Declaration of Doctrine as understood, taught and be
Iie ved by tbis U nio n , was introduced by Elder W. H. Harden, El
de r J aineil h ihbs presi ding, which , atter some di snussron, was
unanimously ad opted and offe red to be spread on the minutes of
the U nio n, t o-wit:

Wh ereas, Many h ave made Inqutry conc er n ing the doctrine as
held forth by the Brushy creek Union of Prfmrtive Baptists. some
having cha rged us with fatalism , and still others with A.rminian
ism. etc .

Therefore. In order that a better understanding may be had of
what we belfeve on these points, we set forth the following state
m ent in connec t ion therewith:

First-That the predestination of God brings in his children a
confor mit y to the image of His son, ann results in their eter nal
happiness and the honor a nd gl ory of His eternal name. That sin
is the transgresston of the law, a n d is brought forth by the unre
st rai ne d violations of m en an d devils, and they are both account
a ble a nd reprehensible beings to God for their di sobedience, and
thus work out their own destruction.
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Second-We believe that eternal life is the g:ift of God , and
that salvation is by grace, and grace alone. through faith, and that
we ought not to affiliate with any of the institutions or organiza
ti"ns of men, gotten up or in any way used to do or help to do the
work of Christ All such religious institutions manifest a zeal
without knowledge, and are therefore derogatory to the honor and
g lory of God and dangerous to the peace, happiness and so l rrl
unity of the church. Ye are all one in Christ•

Articles of Our Faith.

1. We belteve in one only true and living God, and that there
are three persons III the Godhead - the Father, Son and Holy Gh08t.
Deut, 6:4 j 11 Sam. 7 :22; St. John 1:1.

2. We believe that the scripture of the Old and New Testament
is the word of God, and the only rule of faith and practice. II
Tim. 3 :16-17; Rev. 22: LO.

3. We believe in the doctrine of eternal and particular election.
Rom. 9: 11-16; Eph. 1 :4-5-9·1 \. j I Thes. 1 :13.

4. We believe in the doctrine of original sin. Rom. 5 :12 :1\l j
Ps. 51:5; Jer.16:12. .

5. We believe in man's impotency to recover himself from the
fallen state he is in by nature, by his own free will and ability . St.
John 6:34; Rom. 7:24; Eph . 2:1.

6. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of uo"tl o. ,ly
hy the Imputerl righteousness of Jesus Christ. Rom. 4 :5·~2 ;

Pbil.3:3.
7. We belteve that God's elect shall be called, regenerated and

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Rom. 8 :ilO; Phil. 3: 14; Eph I :~ .

8. We believe that the saints shall persevere in grace a nd never
fall finally away. St. John 10 :1!8-29 ; 1I Tim. 1:12.

9. We believe that baptism, the Lord 's Su pper , and washing
the 'mints' feet are ordinances of Jesus Christ, and true believe ' s
are the only subjects of these ordinances. We also believe that
the true mode of baptism is by immeraion, Matt. 2!!:19·20; Acts
2:38-42; I Cor. 5:10-11-16.

10. We believe .In the resurrection of the dead and a general
·j ud gm en t . Job 14:13-15; I Cor. 15:13-17.

11. We believe that the punishment of the wicked will be eve r 
Iastfne, and that the joys of the righteous will be eternal. Matt.
25 :31·46; Rom 2 :5.

12. We believe that no minister has a right to administer the
above named .ordinances only such as are regularly called and
come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. I Tim. 4 :14;
II Cor. 8 :19·20; Acts 6 :6.
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WlIlaeooehoo .... 'IG. T. Youog, D. T. Paulk . . . . Irwin .... 59 IS IS Aug. J. A. Sutton .. Fitzgerald
Mt, "live.......... J. M. Byrd . . . ............. .. .. Tift...... 13 4S 4~ Aug. Jas. Gibbs .. Tifton
Brushy Creek . .. .. W. F. Paulk, L. L. Harper,

48 July J. A. Sutton OcillaDaniel Tucker ............ Irwin . . 124 4S
Turner's ~I. H ..... Chas. Conger ......... ... ..... Tift .. .. M 2S 2S Oct. R.A. Lawrence Brookfield
Oaky Grove ....... G. D Baker, W". D. Robinson Berrien , 41 4S 4SSept. .Ias, Hibbs .... Tifton
Warrior Creek .... J. J. Vickers . . .. .. .. ..... . .. . Colquit .. 13 2S 2~ Sept. " .... Lenox
Hickory Springs . Allen Gibbs, G. W. Fletcher. Tift.. .. .. 60 3S 3S Aug. " Tifton
Emaus ............ J. W . Swett.... .. ... ..... Berrien ., 35 Ii'! lSSept. " Al lapaha
Bturgeon Creek. .. IEnt.ire Membership ......... . Irwin . .. 53 28 28 July W. H. Harden Dorminey's MIll
Bethel . . . . .. . . . . . Not represented.. . . . . . Irwin 15 3S 38 Oct. " Dorminey's Mill

Total Membership, 567.
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