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conformi t Call (1 in Enzland and robably
in h world he had felt a de pinter t not
onl for it aim and object , but throu h hi
own farnil conne tion with the cit of Bri tal.

ndr \ Gifford wa a r at x ption to
the ordinary run of Bapti t mini t r of that
c ntur. oon after hi bapti m in 171", he
had be n nt by the Bri 01 Church t
tudy at Tewk bury under amue1 Jone , a

Can r eation: I mini ter : th n t London,
at ndins r ham Colle e and joining th
Church under Thome i h: rd on 'hich
m ..t at inners' Hall in the af rnoon. F \

a ti t 01' ni ter in that day tarted with
ueh n educa io 1. It i to be feared that

from he et I merit at Little ild reet,
ifford wa not on ood terms \ 'ith he

ordinary Particular Bapti t mini ter. There
were two raternal meetin at the Bri ti h
Coffee-Hou e and at Blackwell . the la ter
wa more po ul r \ 'ith the Calvini t ifford
joined the former 'hich can i ted chief of

eneral a ti t mini ter movinz 0\ 'ard .
thou hit ainly invi ed men

udd an De \ "hen the
in 173-, all he BI k 'ell'

mrrn er ided with ild tree, and he
lien Ion on inued Ion . Ionthly mee ins

or ani e in 17-l u he and le
, re ignored ; John yl nd of
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Baptists to appreciate his aims, at com binin
culture with evangelical preachin . hen
the Terrill bequest at Bristol \ °as re
organised, and a Baptist cademy \ as
contempla ed , he desired to obtain a charter
for it; and it is much to be regretted that
the local tutors \ ere too conscious of their
0\ n unfitness, to further his efforts. He
did, hov e rer, bequeath all his collections to
enrich the institution; and at his burial it
is pleasant to note that the presence of

yland and Rippon betokens the e tran e
ments of the past to ha re ended.
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The ministrj hu comrn 11 e 'a d tin d
to e onI of brief duration, On October 4-,
17 7 ~ Ir. Hopkin pr id at the Church
me tins and on he 26th of the ne: t month
'a c lIed Home, The entr i a folIo . :-

n 26th ... OY mb r, 17 7, our honoured
and much e eemed a tor, Ir. Thoma
Hopkin, departed thi Iif, In the
tw nt r-ninth ear of hi a after
havin 1 bour amon two year
and four month \ -ith r u efu ne
and man eal to hi mini tr T,"- .

In ucce into ~ Ir. Ho v .
illiam mith w: call d to of

t he Church from alop, as the
xc erpt from a Church ... Iinute 00 •

hew on 19th February 17 9 :-
C The Lord in i wi and graciou
providence ha ing taken to him elf our
Ia e dear and valuable pa or ... Ir.
Thoma Hopkin, in he rime of hi
lif and the mid t of hi u fulne
it b ,111e nece ' r 1 for u to look out
f r another f Hi erv nt to pr ach
h \ Tor and to admini r he

or inan of Hi Go pel amon u .
ent - ral of Hi
reach unto u from

to ime, and amon h r
"illia mi h of hrew bur
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had been r vi u I in-
o ituat d vi h th hurch

tor f h \ 'ith u me
an I une.·p ct d
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the greater part of the time he spent amongst
the people here much ble ing was experienced
from God. The Church pas ed through the
usual xperience of ebb and flow, nev er
losing consciou ne , howe 'er, that they
were in the full ide of God's ocean of
truth, and r maining faithful to their heritage
of libert .

It v ould be of interest here, before v e
proceed to gi 'e the account of the work and
life of Re . Joseph Ivirne , to record the
legacies recei d ai d the propertie acquired
by the Church.

1ention he been made, in the first chapter,
of the origin of the Church and the gift of
communion cupps b .. Ir. John Payne. This
faithful member of the Church in 17 1 further
generously assisted the work, a the Iollov ing
account hews r->

II t a meeting of e trustees and brethren
of e Church, December 25, 1741, Bro.
John Payne considering the present
incumbrance that lie on e Church,
ha 'ing made a proposal for relief 0

reduce the debt and mortgage on e
meeting house to e sum of £200,
pro ided \ e pa the interest of e
said £200 and assign over ye writings to
him so tha he may at his own option
upon pa m nt of e remaining £200
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of ~'e said re idue to lr. Caleb Coleman
and ~ Ir. John Pa 'ne and di d in 1756 .

. Ir. Caleb Col man bv hi \ 'ill left
hi moiet to lr. John Pa ne and died
April, 17 -7 .

Ir. John Pa ne died ept. 6, 1757 ,
and left he \ 'hole of the aid reversion
as appear from ' codicil to hi will as
copied xactl b . Gifford a ronows .
' I John Pa 'n the te tator nam d in

will \ 'ithin mention d do make thi
codicil to be endor d on my \ 'ill, and
de ire 'e arne Ina b tak n a part
thereof ~(tl a i to a') h r a in and
b 'my aid will \ 'ithin m ntion d I have

iven and bequeath d to Caleb Coleman
of Houn ditch Curri r, all my hare
and moiety of ye re idue of ..I'e e at
and effe t of Timoth' Fly wh r in I
am ntitle af er ve de"' ea e-' of Ann FI ,

nd wherea Te"' aid Caleb Coleman
ince the makin of 111V aid \ 'ill i

d ad and therefore do revoke that part
of 111 T aid will and bv thi codicil I do
hereb r devi e and b quea h un 0 m
x cu or H nrv Hurt and Ri hard a 'ne

and th eir heir all my hare and moiet
of and in ve re idue of the ronal
e tate and ;ff ct of y aid Tirnoth
Flv a ter 'C de 'a of yo> aid nn FI .

"' "'



In tru t to and for ye use intent and
purpose hereinafter mentioned, that is to
say, to pay into ye hands of William
Tongue, gentleman, Miles Dent, taylor,
John Brailsford, cutler, Thomas Bowes,
shoemaker, and Joel ortham, haymaker,
elders of the within mentioned congre
gation for the time being of the withi.n
mentioned meeting being Baptist or their
successors all the annual interest and
produce of ye said personal estate and
effects arising from ye will of ye said
Timothy Fly after ye decease of Ann
Fly. In Trust to dispose apply and
receive (after paym nt of such annuities
charged thereon by the will of Edmund
Jarvis) half the annual produce and in
terest thereof for the use and benefit of
the present minister or Baptist preacher
of and belonging to the Baptist meeting
in Eagle Street, Holbourn, if living at
my decease and to his successors thereof
being Baptist preachers and ye other
half of ye annual interest and produce
thereof for ye benefit of ye poor, ye
payment of ye rent, necessary repairs
and other charges of ye said Baptist

ieeting. . . . In testinlony whereof I
have signed sealed published and de
clared this codicil and republished my
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aid "rill this 24th day of fa In e
year of our Lord one thou and seve n
hundred and fifty- even.

JOH .' PAY."E.' ,

By this noble bequest the building and some
property \ ere secured to a number of Trustees,
also a quantit of Go ernment tock producin
a can iderable y arly intere t. Thu Ir. Payne
has benefited, not onl this Church through all
its loner period of life, but also th whole
Baptist D nomination of to-day, for throu h
po e sing this propert ' , Ea Ie Street Church
wa able to con\re) to the Denomination the
valuable ground upon \ rhich the Church
H ou e now tands.

r. illiarn Ton ue, for many ear after a
deacon of the Church, presented the Church
with the lar e sil rer tankard on becoming a
member, on June 6, 1756.

Sister Pri cilla Edward at the arne time
gave two silv r di he for th Lord' Table.
Two other silv r plate were pre ented to
the Church many ear later, in ebruary,
1823, b a friend who wi hed to remain
anon mou .

T he "hole li t of le acie r ceived from
member~ of the Church wa drawn up and
entered into the Church minut book b Rev.
Joseph I rirney, in 1 12, in addition to these
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gift of Communion Cu p and late before
men ioned, and i a ' follow ' :_

e The Iollov-ing i a carr ct tatement
of the property of the Churcl :

(1) ce Three thou and ei rht hundred and forty
one pound eighteen hillin and eight
pence, in three per cents annuitie , left
by r. John ayne.-The di idend
to be appropriated one moiet to the
mini ter for th time bcin , the other
moiety for the upport f the lace and
the pOor of the Chur h.

(2) ce On hundred poun , in tl rce p r
cent , left by 6Ir . Pri cilla h 'ard for
the u e of the mini try in a le tree t.

3) Four hundred poun 1 , three 1er cents,
left by the \ ill of ur late I a t r, ev.

ndrew Gifford, . .-Th dividend to
be applied one 1110i·t f r th Ininister
for the time bein ' n tl c ther moiet y
for the pOor of tl e Churcl .

(4) ce ne hundr an 1 tw nt "-£1 e poun d' ,
in four er cent , 1 ft Irs. T homa
for the u of tl c p r f the Church.

(5 Ei h hun red p unds, lei uth e
nnuitie , lef by tl e \ -ill f the late

6Ir. La c II .-The Ii riden a be
ap li d to the u e of the Chur 'h .

e Thre hun red an fift I un ,Old
outh ea nr uitie left b the -ill of,
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the late Irs, Tozer to the pa tor or
mini ter for the time being, to be by him
applied to and for the benefit of the said
meetinr a he hall think 1110 t proper.
" fter payin the legacy duties and ex
pen e .£325 remained.
Ie .£225 w re old Jan. 31, 1812, for the
purpo e of purcha ing a piece of zro und
adjoining the . Ieetins H ou e, in th e
name of the 1 ru tee of the aid . Ieet
in House."

Re . J0 eph I 'ilne.: at a later date (1822)
mad e the Iollowin C1 cntr r : -

" Dr. Gifford \ -ill mention a leeac ~ of
.£200 in the 3% left to him by ~ 1r .
Pri cilIa Edv 'ard of Greenwich in 1751.
One hundr d pounds of thi wa x
pended when the Ieet ing Hou e was
enlarged in 1763, and the other hundred
wa dir cted by him to be added to the
.£400 3% left b himself to the Church
- one moiety of the intere t 0 the
mini ter and the oth r moiety to the
poor."

T here i no mention of thi above but a
lat er note add :

" I now find from the \ -ill of Irs. P ri cilIa
E d 'ard that this above-mentioned .£100
is left for the support of the mini try
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CHAPTER IV.

TH J name of the Rev. Joseph Ivimey, of
V\~ 11° . d ta in ford in Berk hire, wa mtroduce 0

the Chur h, and he wa induced to visit the
;hurch for three Sunday in April, ISO-+" Very
con after his return hOlue he was mVited to

:nter upon a preliminary period of service with
View to final settlement as Pastor- Mr.

Ivimey ac cepted thi in lay of that year. In
July he left allingford, after a pastorate there
of twelve months (his fir t Church), and re
moved with his familv to London. This period
of probation beina e~tirelY sati factory to the
(hurCh and to • fr. l\-ime,:. the final invitation
a the pa torate of EadIe" treet was extended

to I . .ti 11m _ In the autumn, after much dehbera-
Ion and prayer, and after consulting some of

hiS. senior mini terial brethren, he became
satisfied that it wa his duty to accept the call.
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In the f 110 vin letter, dated the 21 t October,
1 04, ve have his reply to th iI1\ it: tion of the
Chur h:-

Cl To the Church of Chri t me tin In
a le treet.

Chri tian Brethren and i t I'

Ha 'in receiv d Tour vcr inter tin
Ie er, by the hand of 'our -orthy
de can , •1e sr . t r and Pritt, n-
taining your requ t that I w uld
und I' a te the a e of a tor amen t
'ou I h: vend avoured scriou I ' I Y

thi 'er.. r weigl ty matt r b fore tl e Lord
r: '~r for irec ion nd from a reviev- ,

a he lea in of I ro 'idcnc 'hi h fir t
roush me aIllong t r u, and h YC ince

e me, I am can trained to clieve
;0 I' re ue t I1t in the rill of

.rnmr Inc.

I theref r, in is f ar, and
for Hi continue a i tance,

In i '1 ion an I ecrfully,
'cr tour ervi c f I'

,- , n I carne tl ra ' that 1

, rna' be \ 'ncd b : IIiIl1 for
f i uildin u IIi people

hal' fai h.
, rre: tin, bilit t fill -ith

Jch, 'cr.: irnpor ar t a ion
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permit me earne tly to implore an interest
in your prayers that I may be enabled to
go in and out before you, feeding you
\ ith knowledge and understanding.

That this event may eminently appear
to be ac cording to the purpose of H im
who worketh all things after the coun el
of His own \ ill , and that your peace an d
p ros perity rna be the happ T consequence
is, an d I hope ever will be, the prayer of,
d ear brot her and i ter , your willin
ervant in the ospel of Christ,

J. h LIE ","

T he recognition erv ices in connection with
Ir. I "ime 's settle ment were held on the 16th

Jannar , l OS, on whic h occa ion the Re ·s.
hen ton , Cpton, . Ii aIl, . Iartin and others

were pre ent and took part in the procee ding .
J. Ir. 1\ irn ev hi ITI elf sa of thi oeca ion:
II ever have I \ .itne ed a more intere ting
da. Throu g h d ivin e goodne rn mind,
though m uch e." rei ed \ "ith the importance
of n1Y en ag ment, ha Yet be n kept
tranq ui l : I hop fro m a teadj tru t and
confidence in Him who aid La I am
with au alwav ven to the nd of he
wor ld.' It i I~.: ardent wi h to pend and
be pent in Hi ervi ce . '

Ir. Ivimev wa not in th habit of . epin
, d iar , nor id he I ave ehind him an",
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to confess Je u Christ as their Saviour, he
ser 'ices \" re well attended, and people in
general \ ere edified. Some prejudice that
had been entertained at first by a number of
the people appeared to be , earina awa .

In the ear 1 07 r. Ivimev uffered a
e ere blov , from which he only 10" ly

reco 'ered to the extent of doing his ordinary
work "ell, in the 10 s of the fir t . rs . Ivimey.
He write at thi time: I10h, how m heart
ha been 1 cerated with angui h. I have
lost in her m oJ couns Hor-my friend-my

portion ."
For the ake of his younO" children he

thought it wi e a look for an a sociate in
vhorn hi 1eart mi ht tru t and' .ho bein

like-minded with him If, "auld care for the
tate of the Church. Ultimately he was

married a ain, to Ir . Price, a , idow lady
, "h vas memb r of the C hurch at Portsea,

on Januar 7th, 1 0 .
Ieanw hile, in 1 0, it wa agreed to

be in a unda hool of which a little
la er Ir. Ivime T him elf said: II T he unday

chool ha uc eeded be and our expecta-
tion up 'ard of e .en! children attend it. '

T here va al a inau urated in connection
with the Church a Dorea Society for the
relief of poor worn n, and al a a Juvenile

ociet for h aid of missions. . Irs. Ivirney



\ a for rno t t thi
antist hurdle in

of

eve r

The



39

he meditated the plan of his largest publica
tion (( The History of the Engli h Baptists,"
extending ultimatel to four considerable
octavo volumes, a work that even to-day is
well knov n by students of Bapti t and

onconformi t history. Ir. Ivimey was
among t the mo t early and con tant con
tributors to the f( Bapti t Ma azine," a
monthl periodical published until 1809 in
the \ es of England, but in that year

remo ed to London.
The preface to Ir, lime's fir t rolume

of his "Hi tor of he English L aptist ,"
bears the date January 1 t 1 11 in vhich
he a

J

I The subsequent hi tory is an
attem to pro e hat the Engli h Baptists
held the enuine principle of the Reforma
tion and pur ued them to their legitimate
can equen e , believing that the Bible alone
contain the reli ion of Prote tan s, they
rejected ever thing in the worship of God
\ rhich wa not found in the acred Oracles."
His object in undertakin the rork he
cle rl. te to be that of timula ing the
denornina ion to \ hich he belonged to a
zealou imita ion of the -irtue of their
predece sor and that the e may be held
in (everla tin remembrance." Thi fir t

olurne, can i tin a 572 closely printed
octavo es, bring down the history



the fir t
the rc ult
Eviclentl
f p stolic

Sacred to th . f mory of
l II S .••• PRICE.

ho died June roth, 1812

In her 21 t Y ar.

of the En Ii h Bapti t frOITI
to the evente nth centur

w

' and i
of reat labour and re arch.
.L r. Ivimey believed In our

UCce ion .

. Ir. Ivirnev wa an ardent and zeal au
advocate of mi ionar nterpri e. In 1 12
he wa n1ade a n1ember of the C mrnittee
of the apti t Mi ionar oci t From
this time to the cIo of hi life he
ga\"e much a istanc In th man e-
ment of the oci t He was a warrn
and per anal friend of the then . ecr tary,
Rev. ndrew Fuller a man like him elf,' ,
loved and re pected b the \ 'hole en mina-
tion. .I

In the month of June, 1 12, hi t P:
dau hter, .. Ii s nn I ric wa rernov ed by
death. he had been in' communi n \\ ith
the Church at Ea Ie tr t f r ab ut three
Year, and during thi tim, by her sl iritual

mindedne , had attracted ry cneral atten
tion and regard. r. I irney put li hed a
memoir, and in the chapel a ta let \ a
erected bearing the foIl \ ing in cription :_



he trod religion's path while here below
And loved to find and cheer the abode of 100·e.

he made the sorrows of the poor her own,
And heaved the izh at mi ery's plainti e moan.
But she is fled to brighter worlds above
Where Jesus reigns, diffusing heavenly love,
And where without a billow to annoy
Flows the pure current of eternal joy .

. II The Sunday School in this place having originated
11l her exertions, this tablet \ as erected by the
friend of that institution, Anno Domini I 21."

This tablet now occupies a place in the
choolroom under the new chapel and ha

thus commemorated the founder and the
founding of the unday School for more
than one hundred years.

1r. Iv imey wa a warm friend of liberty,
religiou and civic, and few minister have
ever paid more attention than he did to its
service. He attended the meetings of the
"General Body of Protestant Di enting
1inisters" in London. This society usually

met up to 1814 at Dr. Williams' Library in
Red Cros Street and wa of con iderable
. 'Importance. In it affairs Ir. Ivimey took
an acti e part. He publi hed in 1 13 a
pamphlet entitled, eutralit the Proper
Ground for Prote tant Di enter re peeting
Roman Catholic Claim ."

In 1812 the Baptist I sionary ociety
had appointed one of their number to vi it
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Ireland. This tour \ a accompli hed in July
and ugu t, 1 13, by Rev. rtr. Saffery, of
Sali bury. In the II apti t Iagazine" for
September 6, 1813, appeared a letter from
thi gentleman giving a graphic and stirring
account of his journey, and sugge ting the
formation of a Society for Propagating th e
Gospel in Ireland. r. Ivimey and other
London ministers were deeply move by the
need disclo ed through the real lack of th e
Gospel there, and at the minister I weekly
fraternal meeting, then held at the Jamaica
Coffee House, t. ... Iichael' lIe, Cornhill
the letter produced a powerful impres ion.

meetin was arranged to discu s the question
in Ea le treet Chapel, on December 9th,
1813, and thus wa formed the Bapti t ociety
for Propagating the Go pel in Ireland. r.
Ivimey both convened this meeting, and, bei ng
the mo ing pirit, \ 'as appointed it honorary
secretar .

Thus began his Ion and honourable con
nection with a great and ood work, the fr~its

of which are een t -day. The I aptist In h
Societ a it \ a called hu ori inat d, em
pia 'e .I itin rant preachers, e tabli hed chools,
and di tributed Bibl and Tract. Its opera
tions from it cornm ncernent deri . d, under
God, no inconsiderable 1are of their u cfulnes
from tl e ner an er veran e of it



43

secretary. 11 the leisure that he could
abstract from paramount duties was cheerfully
devoted to its interests, and for many years,
comparatively unaided, he gratuitously labour
ed in its service, directing its movements and
conducting its correspondence.

Andrew Fuller wrote, at the beginning of his
work for the society, giving him much sound
advice and encouragement. He visited Ireland
himself in fay, 1814, with the Re . Christopher
Anderson, of Edinburgh. This visit was ever
a stimulant to him in his efforts and prayers
for the succes of the society.

The formation of the Baptist Irish Society,
however, absorbing as it might have been, did
not so entrench on tir. Ivimey's energies as to
~revent his prosecuting other important objects
In which he was engaged. It is indeed
remarkable that the preface to his econd
volume of the "History of the Engl.ish
Baptists," bear the same date as the formation
of the ociety-the 19th April, 1814.

Mr. Ivimey with three or four other ministers
formed a society for extending Baptist work in
and around London in 1815. This did
splendid work, and was finally lnerged into the
Baptist Home Issionarj Society in 1818.
Among other Churches aided and strengthened
thrall O'h . Ir. Ivime 's exertion , the Highga e
Baptist cause and the Church at Harrow-on-
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the-Hill were the first but man others also,
recei ed in aluable assistance.

Hi sermons on national events, uch as
the death of the Duke of Kent in 1820, or on
the death of a prominent minister, e.g., that
of ndrew Fuller in 1815, usually were of
great strength and interest, and were published
with SUccess and benefit to the cornmunit at
lar e. leanwhile the Ch irch with it variou
institutions continued to prosper, and, if the
numerical growth was not alwa s rapid, there
was a steady gro\\th of fervour in the Lord's
work and of loyalty to r. Ivimey him elf . In
1817 he visited [er ey and Guern , and
assisted in formin Churches there. \ Thate er
~e regarded as affecting the interests of truth
In connection with onconformity, and 1110re
especially with his Own denomination, in ari. bly
produced a PO\\erful impression on his mind.
In the year 1818 he published a reply to Rev.
~. . Cox, . ., on the open communion .qu~s
t ion and clearly stated with force and dlgl11ty
hi own position as a close communionist.

In the year 1819, r. h ime wr te in th~
Church book, CI Fifteen years have elapse
from tl e time of IUy ordination over the
Church in. Eagle • tr et. "I will s~n ~~
mercy and Judgment, unto Thee, 0 LOI d \
l ing." . . . I ha e ju t been lookin ove r
the names of the member and am deeply,
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affected to find that out of about 175 who com
posed the Church in 1805 only about 70

• , .I

remain at present. early 400 have been
added to the Church through the blessing of
God upon my feeble labours. Eleven of these
have been sent into the holy work of the
Christian ministry. About 380 now belong to
the Church. Is there anything too hard for
the Lord to do ? hen the hand which writes
this is mouldered to dust, let all who read the
memorandum upon this page learn from it that
I Cor. i. 26-28, is still acted upon by the Great
Head of the Church. J. Ivimey."

In 1822 he published "Pastoral Counsels,"
containing advice to Church 1embers. In
this year he narrov ly escaped death by poison
taken in mi take. Iedical aid was, however
speedily obtained, and he was happily restored.
The following letter is of considerable interest
as revealing something of his deep spiritual
nature.

20, Harpur Street, Jan. 3rd, 1822.
Dear Brethren and Sister ,

I had anticipated much pleasure in meeting
you at he annual Church meeting thi evening,
b.ut am pre 'en ted by a \ ery uncommon
CIrcumstance. t six o'clock this morning, I
took, by mistake, nearly an ounce of laudanum.
The danger wa very great, I knew, but I knev
also whom I had believed, and therefor com-
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arch, 1 23, Ir. Ivim e was requested to
preach at the public memorial service held at

aze ond, outhwark, This sermon he
published under the itle I T he heroism of the
Faithful Iinister of 'Christ displayed in
r eferen ce both to Life and Death."

His health troubling him, he sought aid in
connection with the secretarial duties of the
Bapti t Irish ociet and in 1 23 the Rev.,
George Pritchard \ -a appointed joint secretar~.

r. Pritchard after his death becanle hIS
bio ra h r. The societ0' , und r the fo tering
care of . Ir. Ivim - had b thi time made
con iderable ad ranee and had larzel extended
. '
Its influence.

The Iollov 'in re olution of the Church of
[ul 2 1 24 i of intere t a re\"ealin C1 the
wi enin influence of .Ir. Ivimey's minis ry.
It It b in con idere de irable that the Church
and congre a ion hould be brought into con 
nee i nih he articular Bapti t Fund it
wa unanimouslv a reed that a lett r b sent to
the cr tarv for that purpo e, and that .£100,
or if po i Ie .£1-0 be ro ured accordin to
the re ulation 0 ha oci \" hat thi congre-

• "' I

a 10 e r pr ented a tha Board." In he
ernb r of 1 24 th hur h va admitted

to th Fund. rom tha im 0 the re en
the Ch rch ha een re re: ented in thi "ork
of carin oor hurch and .. Iini ers.



The meetin house wa lighted by means of
candle until 1 25, when it was decided to
li ht the buildins with gas, and a committee
va appointed to effect the change.
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CHAPTER V.

In. 1 or fEY AS A AUTHOR.

R. 1\°1. EY S literary activity continued, and
during the following few years he published
many tracts bearing on subjects of interest at
the time and of importance to the Church as a
\ hole . In 1 24 he replied again to Dr. Cox
on the communion question, and a little later
to the famous Robert Hall, of Broadmead,
Bristol. His II Address to Young inisters .,
became ery useful to many, and was marked
by clear insight into truth, and by dignity of
Ian uage. A \ /arm supporter of the II British
and Foreign Bible ociety," he wrote in
connection 'ith its \ 'ark tov ards the clo e of
1825, ( Plea for the Prote tant Canon of

cripture in opposi ion to the Rami h Canon."

Thi bore ve . lar elan the value of the
pocr ° h an, of cour e, argued azainst its

inclusion in the Canon.
H de i ned and publi hed a continua ion

o the immor al allegory of John Bunyan,
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dated London, Iarch 4th, 1829, he says : t My
soul is full of trouble. Lord help me. I am
as a man who hath no strength. Iy loss is
very great and my wound very grievous. Iy
feelings are ery painful and render me alma t
incapable of engaging in public services, But
I have many kind friends and the Church is
perfectly united . I have many cause of thank
fulness to the Father of all mercie ." He
spent the reater part of the) ear in retirement
and could not engage in his re ular pur uits .
Graduall..,r, ho ~eYer, he reco 'er d from th e
se 'ere shock he had been called to u tain.

His fourth nd la t volume of the t Hi tor
of the Ensli h Bapti ts," \\ a i ued in 1 30,
and i \ Titten, it is aid, with can iderable
force and abilitv. The"\ hole wor ~ wa in
hand for a ' r tv 'ent ~.1 ars, and i a monument
to hi learnin and industry,

Ir. Ivirney's father was alread dead. In
thi y ar (1830) hi mother al a died. His
father ju t b fore hi death, and hi mother for
many ..ear, w re earne t and faithful followers
of th Lord Jesu , being in memb r hip "\ 'ith
th Church at I art a. . Ir. Ivim y, in

ept mber, 1 30, marri d a in . Hi third
'if , "\ 'ho had be n . Irs , Grat 'ic~, s ir 'i 'ed

him, and durin hi ew remaininz y r rs pro 'ed
a tru helprn t in all his labours.

h n the di turbances a curr d in the
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island of Jamaica, which led to the de truction
of chapel, the di per ion and impri onment of
t he mis ionarie so inten ely did 1r. I im~y
feel that he unhesitatingly volunte re hIS
personal ser ices to proceed to the i land to
encourage the Churche there. Thoush the
B. 1. . did no t accept hi ser ices, tl e quite
ap reciated his ready sympathy and love for
th e aster' work. He made a tour in ales
during 1 32, hov e er, on behalf f tl 0 iety,
and pent much time preachin and lc turing.

During this year and the ne f 110 'in (1, 1e
TO e and published iogra hie of that

eminent Bapti t, illiam i fin, an f hat
other more eminent the oet J hn Iilton., ,
T he latter book peciallv wa a r .at uc ,
and b for the close of 1 33 it 'a r pu li hed
in America.

I n th earl J part of thi ear al 0 (1 33), Ir.
Ivim ey ecame painfull on ci u tha hi
na iral for e " wa ra idl c atin. . Ian
circum ance had unite to r w ten i 'ely
u on hi hy ical ncr i '5, am n 'I ich the
e cciternent experi nee I bv 1 irn ul Il h :.

ue ion f lav ry in ur col I ies, -hich '
hor I ' t a oli he j an I in the a

it h la . a c n iderable crt.
a he id that hie

d ot in the hurch an
cedil J repl: ed a
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his own health declining, he prudently consult
ed \ ith the deacons and Church as to the
appointing of an assistant minister, and
generously agreed to surrender a portion of
his income to secure this. They were led to
ask the Re . R. . 0 erbury to preach for a
season. This engagement led to the per
manent settlement of Ir. Overbury in 1833 as
assi tant minister.

Ir. Ivimey now resigned his position as
secretary to the Irish Society on account of
failing health, to the great regret of all con
cerned in its affairs. In connection with this
the Iollov 'ing resolution was unanimously
adopted by the Committee :-" T hat the Com
mittee, deeply sensible of the important,
efficient and long-continued gratuitous services
of their re ered secretary, the Rev Joseph
Ivirney, most deeply regret that the present
declining state of his health should render it
imperati e on him to resisn an office which,
from the commencement of the Society he has
sustained with a zeal and an ardour character
istic of the energy of his mind and the bene 0

lence of his heart. The Committee
would express its unfeigned thankfulness that
his valuable life ha been continued 0 long,
and they fervently pra that, if it plea e th e

ather of Mercie , it may yet be protracted to
devote the e ening of his days to the beneficent
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bjects in which for so lengthened a period
the' ha 'e b en ernplo- ed."

Hi health in tead of im ro in gradually
b came v'or e until on ecemb r 22n , 1 33,
he took to hi bed ith an impres ion that he
hould never 0 down t, ir a ain. He

remained p rfectly calm and trustful in hi
aviour, and though he s m d to im ro e at

time , yet all \ ho loved him soon became
aware of their approachin I s. On Je n. 3rd,
he aid (( I am ver low, but then th > end is
the be t part of the journey." stin in the
fini he work of Je u Chri t he ai I am
looking r th er of th Lor J 1 Christ
un 0 e ernal life. I tru t in the i\ ine faithful
ne and sa with Jo , (( thou h e In me

et vill I tru t Him." H appear d t e much
in prayer, and frequentl uttered ejaculatory
en nee, uch a (( Lord, help me." (Come,

rd Je u come qui kly." (( I P me to the
nd keep me 0 the n." Th arne day,

af er suff rin much pain he aid, (( i I Christ
mv ord su er and hall I rc in ?" L, ter he
mad thi r m rk (( I tr 1 \ oil on be

Ian ai for the last
t roan."

"d (It' all1 ,

an thu on,
~ r a 1 34 not I avin uite, ,

1 t Y r of hi a e, the
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Joseph I imey departed this life, sincerely and
greatl r lamented. He was buried in Bunhill
F ields, and, acting on the command in his will,
there \\ as placed on the headstone of the gra 'e
after his name and age only these \ rords :-

tt Grace reigns."
Revs. Dr. Cox and Dr. ewrnan conducted th e
funeral service. The Irish Society, the Baptist
Mis ionary Societ , u The Baptist Magazine,"
and, indeed, the whole denomination conspired
on thi occa ion to do honour to his memory.
The followin tablet was erected to hi memo ry
by the Church, in the lms Houses and School 
room, and is now placed in the new schoolroom
under the chapel :-

This Tablet
is erected to perpetuate the memory of

the Re . JO EPH IVI fEY!
ho was ordained Pa tor of he Baptist Church

in Ea gle treet,
16 January, 1805, and died 8 February 1834,

a cd 60 "ears.
The intellectual power, mora] courage

and physical and mental energy
of the men,

and the deep piety
disinterested benevolence

and ardent zeal
of the Christian

rendered him eminent
as a preacher, an author and a philanthropi t.

The last public act of his life was the
founding of this edifice •

• The AIm BOll sand Scboolroom in web the T blat 5 fir t
placed.



intending alike to promote the interests of
the Eagle Street Sunday chool

(which commenced under his au pices in 1808)
to contribute to the comfort of the aged poor

and to celebrate
the Abolition of Colonial Slavery.

(He wa buried in Bunhill Fields, IS February, 1834).

From the records of the Church we learn
that during his pastorate more than eight
hundred persons were added to the fellow
ship of the Church, twenty young men were
encouraged to give them el es to the Christian
mini try, four of whom received missionar
appointments, and two of whom labour d in
Ireland under the Iri h ociety. a writer,
a pa tor, and a Chri tian man he pas essed
eminent virtues, while no better te timony
could be left of any preacher than is recorded
of him. ce The burden of all hi pr aching

as Jesus Christ and Him crucified."



R v. R. '\ . O'."ERBURY.

P astor, / 34-/853.
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CHAPTER VI.

KJ.'G GATE A. 'D THE ABOLITIO~'

OF SLA' ERY.

A. IO."G the numerous advocates for the en ire
extin tion of colonial sla 'ery, there could not
have been one more uncompromising nor
unflinching than Mr. Ivimey, the mini ter of
the Bapti t Church in Eagle Street, London.
Often was his honest indignation arou ed b
detail of cruelty inflicted upon the injured

fri an and often was hi powerful voice
rai d in favour of total abolition. He was
for orne time a member of the Committee
of the nti- laver Societ and al 0 one of
th ub-Committee of Agency. In the latter
capacity in 1832, he deli ered an exceedingly
animated lecture at Chelmsford, in the Friend '

Ie tins Hou e. This lecture, enlarged an d
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dedicated to "illiam ilb rforce, the famous
emancipator, was published und r the title of
, The Utter Extinction of laver an Object
of criptural Prophecy." It com ri d a rapi d
but impressi 'e k t h of the awful hi tory
of thi decrradin and inhuman sy tcm which
exi ted in our colonie and speciall in the
East Indie , until the pas in of the bolition

ct in 1 33. The followin pa a e i no~e
worthy as showing the point of vic of Its
author. "From all the on iderati n ," he
sa." which I ha 'e mentioned I f e1 In t elf
w~rra~t·d in adopting our L rd ' langua e. to
H I d sciple J in application to th roaning
and weepin de cendant of tl e kidnapped,
robbed, spoiled and murdcre on and dau h
ter of frica, that thi gcnerati n hall not
pas awa till all the c thin s be fulfilled ." S

if addre in the la 'es he say J ' Hear, the n,
for your comfort, e sable brethren of the
human race-ye mo t oppre cd of th Iarnily
of Inan-hear the a /iour of the orId aying
unto rou, He that hath' 11 PO\ er, both in
heaven an in eartl '-' Lift up our head for
your redemption drawetl ni h."'

\ 'hen in the foll wing ear sla er in the
Briti h Colonie wa to cea e to xist the
1 t of u u t, 183 ) hi jo \ 'a unq ualifie~ ,
and he ransom price (£20,000,000) in hIS
e i ation sank into in i nificance \ hen
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compared with the immense value of the
object attained.

Those of us who have read the book
" nele Tom's Cabin" will already have some
idea of what slavery meant in America. The
same condition of things existed in our own
Colonies until 1834.

The following evidence gi en at the House
of Commons enquiry, by one of the fe \ kind
and generous holders of slaves in Jamaica at
the time, will further explain the need for
reform. ;fro ildman, the owner referred
to, owned 640 slaves.

Q. "What do you consider was the limit
ation of your po\ver in Jamaica as to the
punishment of the slave?"

A. "If I had stuck to the law I migh
have given 39 lashes with the whip, I
punished him with a small cat made of string
with six tails to it."

Q. "fight you have given 39 lashe
altogether, if anything displeased you, or
must it have been for some legal offence?"

A. "Just as I liked, even for looking at
me. I was the sole judge \ rhen a man should
be punished and to what extent, provided
it was not beyond the 39 lashes the la
specified. But persons do go far beyond
the law constantly. The general system of
flogging is to give them a certain number of
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stripes with a long whip which inflicts a
dreadful laceration, or dreadful contusion,
and then they follow up that by a seve re
flogging with ebony switches: the ebo ny
bcing a very strong wiry plant with a small
leaf, and under every leaf a sharp tough thorn.
T hey give a few lashes with one of the e
and then take another. After all this they
rub the slave with brine. The mode of
flo in was to put a rope around each \ ris t
and ankle: these rope were what sailors
term "bowed-out" \\ ith a tackle and pullies.
I made complaint to the Cu to and to the
pari h generally against this. The re ult was
that the system of the block and tackle \ a
defended a being a humane practice."

Ir. Ta lor, who was manager of • r.
. ildm~n's estate, gave evidence that will show

hi e hmate of slavery in its best form as
compared with freedom . Some nc roe had
sufficient food and in certain situations oppor
tunit of purchasing some of the luxurie and
comfort of life.

Q. (Do 'ou believe that slavery is for th e
lave a etter thin than fre d m?"

.. Ir . Taylor replicd: "I certainly think
freedom would be preferable, and I firmly
belie 'e that in the ast majority of case the
lave think so too . hatevcr ad antag s tl e

slave may have there ar so many accompany-
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ing evils that no man would remain in that
state who could get rid of it. I will take a
negro," said Mr. Taylor, "of our own estate,
Vere, whom I believe to be the most comfortable
negro in the island, and I would even double
the amount of comfort that he has, and yet I
would not be in his position, nor do I think
he would be himself if he could get rid of it
without being turned adrift. The evils even
in his case far counterbalance the comforts.
I 'would rather be the poorest labourer in
England than the richest slave in Jamaica,
taking that slave even in the most favourable
circumstances. With the best master he
cannot call Sunday his own in the religious
sense. He may see his wife or his adult
daughter indecently stripped and flogged and
there is nothing to prevent it being done."

After reading this evidence the reader must
be moved as our forefathers were moved, and
we cannot wonder they insisted on brin<1ing
about a better state of things, especially in face
of the well known fact that every year many
slaves were flogged for trifling offence until
they died. "The first Christian body as such
who delivered a protest against it \vere the
Quakers."

To Sir John Hawkins belongs the unen i
able distinction of ha ing been the first
Englishman engaged in the African trade of
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slave as if the-' had been 10 t in a natural
\vay. About fifty of these slaves were sick ly
at the time and were first driven to death.
T he others were forced overboard either that
day or the three following davs. Some of
these, with noble resolution, seeing death was
inevitable would not suffer the brutal sailors
and officers to touch them, but them elves
leaped 0 .erboard . This atrocious case was
not denied, and the facts came out in a public
court of ju tice. othing, however, was done
by those in pox 'er at th time. But a full
account of the affair wa publi h d and this
made such an impression upon others that
nev advocates sprung up e .ervwhere for the
oppre ed negros.

Brace in ' Gesta CIz risti II a,
"Out of three and a quarter millions

"of negros, according to an im artial
"historian imported to variou Colonies
"in a century by Great Britain, 2 ·0,000
" were thrown into the sea on the pa acre.
"One may' "ell feel (on reading this fact)

that thi i the great crime of hi tory,
the one before which all others pale in

"enonnity and vick edne ."
The Kin sg t Church in Eazle tre t nobl

threw it elf as a body in the movement for
ernanci pation, led bv its faithful pas or . If.
Ivime T. 0 great were their effort and 0



splendid was their monument, erected to
commemorate the Abolition Act, that \ve have
felt this record should be written.

11 the noblest Englishmen were arrayed
on the side of the slaves. They being dead
yet speak to us. Their names are fragrant
with what is best in the English character.
William Wilberforce, Granville Sharpe, Clark
son, Buxton, and others fought both in
Parliament and out for a better and more
Christian state of things. These men, aided
by all the friends of freedom, fought for 30
years the battle for the oppressed and to
obtain liberty for the captives. This England
of ours is the home of liberty, we breathe
air unburdened by the groan of slavery;
but why is it so? Our freedom has been
dearl T purchased and our land was for long
free but in name. Liberty of speech, of
wor hip, of conscim CC, have come to us at
len th through the labour and imprisonment
and the acrifices of others, and we should
de erve to be counted urn rorthy if ever we
for ot them.

It rna be well to repeat a para raph
rom Hi .. Iajcsty's peech at the be innin

of he year in which abolition was ecur d.
William I . said in reference to thi ct of
1 33: It will b ob crvcd that the mea ure
i ba cd upon the eternal prin iple of ju tice,
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involvin the ri hts of humanity. Thus the
right of the long and cruelly oppressed
negro to freedom is fully recognised and
hi unju t miseries compassionated and
relie ed. The state of slavery in my
colonial possessions has necessarily occupied
a portion of ) our time and your attention
commen urate with the magnitude and
the difficulty of the subject, whilst your
deliberation have been guided by the
paramount considerations of justice and
humanity. The ct proYides for the entire
extinction of slavery in my British Colonies

on the 1 t ugu t, 1 34."
Thu at la t the goal was won, and for

the n groe the prize was attained. The
price paid in compensation to slave owners,
.£20,000,000, wa considered satisfactory.

ho does not see in this event, which
~any thought at the time to surpass in
Importance any former legislative measure,
another instance of di ine ansv er to the
prayer of God's people? Certainly we
should say all honour to the Chris ian
Churche such as Kingsgate at the time
that were led to take a part in this great
deli rerance. e should indeed be proud of
being in such a glorious succession.

hen illiam Knibb, the Jamaica mis-
sionar, had been some time amongst the
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lave and had een the degraded condition
in \ hich they were kept by their master ,
he went to the rna ters and earnc tly entr at d
them to ameliorate the condition of the oor
creatures. I n tead of ha in a od ff ct
hi pleading were met with an r n the
part of the sla 'C 0 ners, who cued him
of making the lave di ati fied an reb 1
liou , and the rna te r h rdened tl eir hart
a ain t the rictims, and made their lot m re
uncomfortable the n before. The ff· t of
thi upon the la 'C wa th t the; turn d
upon .. Ir. Knibb and accus 1 him f ettin
their rna ter mor a ainst them while ro
fe ing to take their part.

.. Ir. {nibb' 0 iti n came, ther for',
-cry difficult and lcd ' ermined t r 'turn

to En land to ec if tl nrli I pe pI
could be pr .vailcd up n to h I the
lave . hen he \ 'a lea ing the i Ian
he lave \ 'ncr ne rin rl ai I t him,

ou -ill ne 'cr me ack reach t
our lav II v a trutl I

o . -n in je t. h .n arrt rt,; in
nsl nd he f n ala! that the cner I

. lin he pe le th .re \ 'a in fa 'our of
not azai t it, and 1at t. 'cn

ho e 'h 'ert: .n i .n a
c t Ie 11 ' rid r 0 1 'e

an " the r. I 1 U



Countess of Huntingdon, \\ ho saw no harm
in holding slaves.

r . Knibb tramped the \ "hole country
preaching and speaking against the horrors
of sla ery, and demandinz a law abolishing
it where rer the Briti h flag waved. He said,
tt As long a I live I will stump this country
crying for the abolition of lavery, and if I
die without accomplishing my object if
prayer i permitted in Hea en, I will never
cea e petitionin the Throne of Grace till
the lave are s t free."

Then the Act wa pa ed freeing slave
in riti h Colonies, \ illiarn Knibb went
back to Jamaica. pan the arrival of the
shi the rna t r stood aloof and look d upon
him \ rith an r, but the lave a thronged
the quay that orne \ "ere actuallj pushed
into the water. The lave begged him to
preach, and Knibb said, ' _ e "er to lave
again "-they \ ere to be free in a fex
hour .

A f "minutes to the troke of midnight,
the k pt perfect ilence, but as a town
clo k ound d the last stroke of the hour
they rr ng to their feet, crying \ Te're
free, v"c're free: mancipation da ha
com" nd in a cene of \ .ild exultation,
men vornen and children laughed and cried
with jO", houtin praises and fervent pra "ers
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to God \ 'ith songs of deliverance. When the
tumult had subsided, then, and not till then,
did Knibb speak to tho e who e sla ery was
for ever pa 1.



CHAPTER VII.

SOlE FURTHER Accou T OF THE
STRUGGLE.

Before the public were fully a are of the
state of the negroes many noble men were
engaged in relie ing their lot. The brutal
force used recoiled on the users, as brutal
force always will, and gradually but surely
Christian feeling was aroused. The brother
of Granville Sharpe was a surgeon in Jamaica,
and took an active part in befriending the
slaves. He appeared as the friend of the
African in the case of Jonathan Strong.
This slave, having been barbarously treated
by his master, became so emaciated as to b
utterly useless, and was consequently per
mitted to go where he pleased in order tha
the expense of his maintenance might be
a oided. In this miserable condition he

ent to Ir. Sharp for advice, and under hi
benevolent care he was restored to health.



r. Granville Sharpe, hearing of the case
from his brother, supported him with money,
and afterwards procured him a situation,
His old master, a man named John Kerr,
happened to see him and determined on
repos essing him. The poor fellow was
seized by some of the city officers, at the
instance of this man Kerr, who conveyed him
\ ithout warrant to the place where they

'ere usually old, and where he wa repur
chased by Kerr him elf. In se eral other
ca e r. Sharpe took a prominent part, and
did much to mitigate the suffering of the
laves.

The case of Jarne omerset i hi toric in
English law. Thi man was a la e, and the
que tion aro e whether by comin to ngland
a hi master' servant and ettin hi foot on

ngli h oil he wa not free. The re ult of
the trial, to the e erla ting honour of England,

"as an an wer in the affirmati e, and it was
clearly t ted that the moment any lave et
hi foot on English territory he became by th~t
act a free man. rom thi perio pu~hc
attention \ as increa ingly rav 11to the qu han
of lavery.

t a eeting of the London issionary
ociety at this time the chairman' oice \ a lost

in a sudden acclam tion of joy at the unexpected
arri al of illiam ilberforce. Thi e nt



was typical of the affection in which Wilberforce
was held at the time. T. P. Buxton, who was
the chairman, said of him: "His wit and
eloquence were remarkable, but they were but
the adjuncts to a heart abounding in love to
man." "I had not," he said, "the opportunity
of seeing him on my last short visit to London,
for he was not able to bear the strain of a
conversation that would surely turn on the all
important and absorbing question of negro
emancipation, but I am told that as he was
almost approaching the agonies of death he
lifted up his emaciated hand and said, '0 that
I should have lived to see the day in which the
country will give £20,000,000 of money for
the emancipation of the slaves.' It was a
singular fact, showing the hand of Providence,
that on the very night on which they were
engaged in the Hou e of Commons in adding
the words to the Emancipation ct,' Be it
enacted, that all and every, the persons who
on the said 1st day of ugust, 1 34, shall be
holden in slavery within any such British
Colony .... shall upon and after the 1st day
of ugust, 1834, become and be to all intents
and purposes free .. ' ilberforce sank
into his eternal rest."

The worker under God had finished the
work and the rest was well earned.

The Bill would not have passed Parliament
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to young and old. It was to be a monument
of gratitude to God, of respect to His Majesty
and his ministers for the deliverance of the'
nation from the curse of colonial slavery.
Thus was commenced a memorable movement
in the Church at Eagle Street that up to the
present time has continued to benefit many.

A subscription list was in consequence at
once opened. This succeeded so well that
plans, ere drawn out and the work put in
hand. On Tue day, ovember 12th, 1833,
the Committee \ ere able to lay the first stone
of the building. This '\ 'as done in a manner
worthy of the sacred cause in which it had its
origin and of the Christian feeling by which
its supporters were so honourably distinguished.

The subscribers and friends assembled in
Eagle Street Chapel, where the Rev. T.
Price, of Devonshire Square, opened the
service by reading the 126th Psalm and by
engaging in solemn prayer. The famous
Jamaica missionary, Rev. illiam Knibb,
'\ ho had stirred the Churches of England to
a sense of duty towards the slaves, and '\rho
had recently returned from the island,
addressed the assembly on the horrors of
slave life and the greatness of the deliver
ance purchased for its ictims. At the
conclusion of the service the subscribers
and congregation proceeded in regular pro-
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cession to the enclosed ground in Fi h r
Street almost adjoining the chapel, where
the building was to be erected. In the
procession were two negroe ,lately la e in
Jamaica, one bearing a chain which wa to
be broken, the other a whip which a
to be cut, and both chain and whip verc
to be buried under the foundation stone of
the building. The chain had been worn in
slavery and the whip used to la h lave.
Mr. Ivimey addressed the meeting, statin
the object for which they \ ere assembled.
In the Course of hi remark he said they
had determined on thi form of thank i ing
to God. In this matter, he said, th y could
contemplate with pure delight and in humble
confidence invoke the ble ing f h ven.
He (( blushed for Alnerica, that boast Ie nd
of freedom, while they kept their fello v men
in the chains of slavery. If the m ricans
cannot blush for themselves, we will continue
to blu h for them till at length th y hall
learn to be a harned of their inju tice and
inhumanity. It might be said, (0 frica,
what ha t thou done? Thy children ha e
increased, but not augmented thy joy.'" In
reading these words, it mu t be remembered
that at the time r. Ivimey poke (1833)
America had not yet pas ed throu I the
crisi that came \ h n she too finally became



75

in deed as well as in word "a land of

freedom."
The chief speaker appeared to be a Mr.

Pownall, a magi trate at the time, and a
friend of the negro. He said, among other
things, "Who can look at the momentous
interest in olved in this great question
without feeling the liveliest emotion of
thankfulness to God for having brought the
movement to a uccessful issue. Some object
to the price paid, but when the liberty of
800,000 of our fellow subjects is to be
secured I heed not the amount. I would
use the language of one who , as always the
friend of the negro, and say, 'Shame that
any should think lightly of liberty, whose
worth is 0 testified, whose benefits are so
numerous and rich. oralists have praised
it; poets have sung it ; the gospel has taught
it and breathed it; while patriarchs and
martyrs have died for it; as a temporal
blessing it is beyond all comparison and
abo .e all price. ithout it what are honours
and riches? hy, sla ery is the ery Dpas
tree of the moral world, beneath whose shades
all intellect languishes and dies. Disguise
sIa ery how you \\ ill, put into the cup all
the pleasing and palatable ingredients which
you can discover in the wide range of nature
and art, still it is a bitter draught. The cup



of oppression must be dashed to pieces.
I trust the widows will find this as lum a
Bethel, and that all the children educated
in these schools will be taught of the Lord."

We may here say again that this work for
the poor has gone on for nearly 80 years,
and although we have now no alms houses,
yet the poor are provided for elsewhere and
relieved from want. The present members
of the Church would fail grievously in a good
work, thus nobly begun, were they to neglect
this branch of their activities.

Mr. Pownall having concluded his remarks,
the chain was broken by the repeated blows
of a sledge hammer upon an anvil. The
man so recently the wearer of the chain then
held up a part in each hand, exclaiming
with joy, (( The chain is broken and Africa
is free." The company loudly testified how
fully they shared in the free man's exultation,
and joined in singing:

Sable Afric aid the strain,
Triumph o'er thy broken chain i
Bid thy wildest music raise
All its fervour in this praise.

The Rev. illiam Knibb then took up the
chain and said he had seen a woman of his
congregation working in a heavier chain t~an

that, to which she was condemned for praying
to her God. Taking up the whip he said he
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h~d seen a deacon of his 0\ m Church flogged
\ ith a whip even \ .orse than that one for
ha "ing dared to pray in his ( r. Knibb's)
~ouse while he, Ir. Knibb, \ as dangerously
Ill, that he might recover. The time for suc h
abominations had now, he blessed God, passed
a\\"ay for ever. After William Williams, th e
ot.her freed lave, had cut the cart whip
with a hatchet, both chain and whip, with
a glass bottle containing an account of the
undertaking, were flung into the hollow 0\ er
which the stone was to lie. The stone was
then laid, and with sin C1ing and prayer the
proc edings terminated. Ir. Pot nalI declared
It had been { The happiest day's work he had
ever erformed in his life."

r. I virne was at this time very seriously
ill, yet so inten e (writes Mr. 0\ erbury, his
successor at Eagle Street) was his desire for th e
erection of these buildings before he left th e
world, that, collecting him elf for a final
effort of benevolent zeal, he secured the site,
t he drafting of the scheme, and then th e
architectural plans, and finally, though mor e
fit to be in bed, he was present at thi s
foundation stone laying. Mr. Overbury says
further: {{ Perhaps it would be difficult to
find an indi idual who in his circumstances
\ auld ha e yentured out at such a time of
year in such a state of h altho His abse nce



might readily have been excused, but his
mental fortitude rendered him sup rior to
his physical debility, and he e en made a
stirring and affectionate peech. Her this
ervice he returned home in a stat of entire

exhaustion, to die . T hus he \ a pres nt at
the commencement of the buildin, et be
fore it was publicly opened hi happy pirit
had taken its much de ervcd fli ht to the
celestial \ orld." He wa indeed a true
" ini ter of Jesu Christ."

t his death the Church numbered about
470 members, and wa prominent in ondon
as one of the principal tron h Ids of • T on
conformity. The London apti t s ociation
va fir t formed in 1 33, and lar ely throu h

hi in trumentality, Ea le tre t b carne the
centre of the fir t district. TI names of • Ir.
I 'imey and the Church were identified -ith
all the grcat institutions conn ct 1 \ ith th
denomination, and hi name and men ory
still hold a distingui hed place. 0 reat \ as
hi en rgy in helping needy au es that it i
aid that durin a period of i tres in Irel nd

he obtained the extra mean rc uired and ent
o'er hiploads of nee ary food t keep the
poor Iri h ali from famine. e aid hii 1-

1£ at the close of hi lifc,' I never ave
£ 5." Certainly it i kno 'n h ' never re ci . d
any hing like comp n ation for I i ok ,
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Though some of his views to-day would be
counted narrow and dogmatic, yet in spirit he
\ "as broad and tolerant. A a member of the
Committee of the Religious Tract Society he
mingled freel with Churchmen, Dissenters
and Iethodi t of every hade of opinion. Some
of hi closest friends of other denominations
were : Dr. inter, Dr. Adam Clarke and Rev.
Caleb Iorri. His political creed, he said,
\ 'as uilt upon the revolution of 1688 and
the ct of Settl ment but no man was more
ardentl 10 al to his sovereign than he.
R '. affer Dr. teadman Andrew Fuller,
Hinton and oJ Kin<1horn, all famou for their
life and \ -ork, were his companion and
co- vorker and in this circle he mo ed,,
honoured and loved for hi unquenchable
zeal for the <110ry of God and the interests
of mankind and for the noble disinterestedness,
he e rinced on all occasions.



CHAPTER VIII.

E of a later day envy those early Pastor
and members of Eagle Street Baptist Church
their residential population. From 1737 to
about 1850, that is, under the first fi e
Pa tors, one thousand nine hundr d and
thirty members 'were joined to the Church.

Our review of the history of the work
there must, as we draw nearer to more
modern times, be necessarily more brief; yet
we believe that in loyalty to the Baptist
cause the latter days of the Church ha e
been as conspicuous as the first.

Step had been taken at the Church
meeting on August 2nd, 1 21, to open a
fund for purchasing the freehold of the
ground on which the chapel stood. This
was shortly after the enlargement of the
chapel in 1820. The following memorandum
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gi es the circumstances of the 1820 enlarge
ment and also a glimpse of the surroundings
of the Church :-

"A piece of ground was purchased adjoin-
ing the chapel in 1812 for erecting upon
it the schoolroom. This was part of the
premises of the im Tavern, a notorious
brothel which was a nuisance to the whole
neighbourhood, and had been for half a
century. Some time after this an appli
cation \ as made to the magistrates to
withold the licence from the landlord,

hich \ a done, and in consequence of
this the Tavern was given up. The 0\ 'ner
of he ground had already promised that
the me ting house Trustee should be
con idered in any new arrangement and
accommodated if possible."
nable to agree as to the terms, hov 'ever,

the Church had to finally enlarge on the old
lease. This was accompli hed, a) s Mr.
I imey, almost unanimously, the people liberally
contributing. The whole expense of this
enlargement amounted to .£650.

stated abo 'e, the first st p taken to create
a fund for the purchase of the fre hold \ as in
the year following, 1 21. This fund nlet with
some succe s at fir t, and £100 wa placed in
the 3%'s. ut many ) ears pa sed before
anything definite could be done. Finally,



in 1846, the Church sold the whole of its
funded property to purchase the freehold at a
cost of more than ,:(;3,000. This step wa
forced upon the Church in consequence of the
death of the freeholder. T he property v as
put up for auction, and thus there was a danger
of losing the site altogether. On December
31st, 1 46, Brother Penny, the senior deacon,
and treasurer of the Church, reported to the
Church meeting as follows :_

Cl On behalf of the Trustees of the roperty
of the Church held in the funds' that they,
had attended the sale and effected the
purchase of the freehold of the meeting
house for the sum of 1 0 guin as, al 0

the freehold of the five ten ment houses
in Kingsgate treet for the sum of 1,500
guineas in accordance with the instructions
given them by the Church."

T hus the greater part of the money in the
fund belonging to the Church was used up in
securing the e freehold .

e have already recorded that Ir. I imey
and the Church has been led in 1 33 to the
choice ofan assi tant mini ter-- ev. . . Over
bury. t a special Church meetin held on

pril 3rd, 1834, r. 0 rerbury, after ha ing ~een

assistant minister for nine months, rec 1 ed
an unanimous in itation to ucceed r. I imey
in he ministry at Eagle treet. This in itation



r. 0 ·erbury accepted in the following month,
and his ordination as Pastor of the Church
took place on ednesday, 25th June. At
this service of recognition Rev. Charles StovelI,
Rev. George Pritchard and Rev. Ir. urch
took part in what \ as a crov rded and successful
ervice. Ir. 0 erbur carried on very happily

the work .l r. Ivimey had so long sustained.
The London Baptist ssociation had been

formed in 1 34, and from 1836 an annual letter
"as ent from Eagle Street to that A sociation.
The fir t letter \ as mi laid and lost, the second
letter in 1 36 here quoted as giving an in-
ight into the tate of the Church at that

time) was a follow :-
I The Church of Christ meeting at Eagle
Street to the other Churches of Christ
composing the London Bapti t Associa-

tion.
Grace be with you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Chri t.

Dear Brethren,
In assembling \ -ith ou at the s cond

annual meeting of the ociation we
de ire to return thanks to lmighty
God, \ ho in the exercise of Hi provi
dence and grace hath kept our souls
from death and our feet from falling.'
Intercourse with our Chri tian brethren
is at all times agreeable, but it is



particularly gratifying when on an
occasion like the present we meet to
recount the dealings of Di ine Love. . .
The progress of the Redeemer' cause
amongst us, though not sufficient to
lead u to repeat the exclamation of the
Psalmist, I This is the Lord' doing,
and it is marvellou in our eyes,'
afford , notwithstanding, cau c for grat~

tude and joy. During tl e year 183",
24 have been added to the Church by
baptism, one has been r tored, and
three persons have be n di lui ed to
u from other Churche . Thi numerical
increase has been reduced by the los 0

11 by discipline, four by death and one
by exclu ion, leaving a clear increa e of
12, and a total of 330 member ."

Then going on to peak of many whose
name w re on the Church roll, but who
unle they attended would oon hav to be
remo red, and Ihu there v a ' a threatened
10 of many who e ca es they were enquirin
int o, the I tter continue hopefull :-

I In all other respect the state of
thin amongst u i ati fa tory and
encouraging. Those \ rho ha lat.ely
put on Christ arc \ .alkin worthily -
The Dove of H a enly eace still
hover oyer u heddin the \ Teet,
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uniting influences of His grace. The
minister is encouraged to hear from every
side, not the voice of adulation, but
reiterated and thankful acknowledgment
of the profitableness of his ministry to
the people of God and to see many
e ident signs of growth in grace."

The letter goes on to appeal for united

prayer by all the Churches.
Thus in the early years of r. Overbury's

ork in Eagle Street, as \ve find on reference
to the records also in the later years, success
and prosperity rested with the Church.

The centenary of the Chapel was celebrated
on 17th February, 1837, by devoting the
morning and afternoon to prayer and praise.
This was Iollov ed by a tea, and this again
by a reunion of past and present members
and friends and a meeting. This celebration

as continued on the onday following by
a fully-attended Church meeting, when the
follov ing interesting resolution was carried :

lC On the centenary of the opening of
this place of worship \ e revie\ the
history of the Church of Christ \ hich
has 0 long a sembled \ ithin its v alls.
In doing so we have to acknowledge
abundant cause for gratitude and praise
to God the Father Son and Holy Gho t,
for the gathering a people here to
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th rich of Di me Grace, for
r of of th pow rand r nee of

i peo le in the con ersion
o many sinner, in be to in ift on

m ny of the m mb r , thu rendering
minent f r their rvices both at

hom nd abr ad, f r the lar e measure
of holy Iellov hip and joy re b lieve
an know to h e been experienced
h re, for th i m hi h ha been
imparted in the choice of suitable

.a r an D con, and for the happy
err u stane ith hid v • e at

e ent urround . T at e erything
ha ha e he, rd to-night of the
oodne of Go t our father, ery-

'hich h e our el es enjoyed
in mut al Iellov hip-th ivine Ble sing

, ich h ae om anied the mini try of
h or a ong t u under our much

t erne la tor and our present
belo e friend and a tor, the ucces

hie h att nde our hu ble att mpts
the ener 1 0 d and als for our

imm diate nei h ourhood-ju tify
he lea ing h that od ha till a

f 'our to rard u and \ ill afford us
r th to the culti tion of personal

u f 1 rtion for th Di ine



At the same time the Church resolved to
ascertain if the eeting House required
II repair or whether any improvements were
practicable II and to get an estimate for the

same.
Mr. Overbury was requested to print his

sermon of the preceding morning at the
expense of the Church and to add to it an
account of the history of the Church.

The chapel in this year was first registered
for marriages according to the Act of Parlia
ment then become law in the reign of King

illiam I .
On January 31, 1839, the Iollov ·ing

account \ as entered as being held by the
Trustees on behalf of the Church, and the
apportioning of the income from it is
hown :-

(( £4,355 reduced annuities and £500
Old South Sea Annuities, together pro
ducing annually £154 135., such income
being appropriated by the deacons to
the se era! purposes de ired by the
respective donors as follows:-

To the Minist r... £63 75.
Rent £63 6~

Poor £ 4
Incidentals £24---

laking a total of '.' £154 135.
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The alm rooms were now inhabited by
twelve aged and poor women.

In the report of 1838 to the London
Baptist ssociation we learn that the Day
School adjoining the Alms Rooms was
flourishing under an able master and was
known as one of the best conducted of it
class in the Metropolis. ~

Visitors Were at this time appointed by the
Church for Christian instruction in the homes
of the people. These visitor held a monthly
meeting for prayer and con ultation. The
Church' contribution to the cau e of Foreign

ission Was nearly double the sum ever
sent before. n agent of the Home

issionary Society was attached to the
Church, of the cost of whose support the
Church raised half. In every way, therefore,
We find at this time sign of a large and
increasing prosperity.

So far we have said little about the creed
of the Church particularly, though we have
by this time made clear the general
Scriptural position of the beliefs of the
member. Let it now be added that the
Church held the po ition of the Particu
lar Bapti t Churches in general and was
therefore in regard to the Lord's Supper
a (( close II Church. The following I tter
indicates this and give the criptural
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position of such belief and practice. It is
dated December 31, 1841 :-

"The baptised Church of Christ meeting
in Eagle Street. To the Christian Church
meeting in Devonshire Square under
the pastoral care of the Rev. J. H.
Hinton :-

Dear Brethren,
If your request ere simply for a

testimonial to the Christian character of
our sister Hannah Gamble, we should
accord it \ ithout hesitation. But we
must entreat the exercise of candour
on your part while we state our con
scientious objections to granting her a
regular dismission.

e cheerfully allow to every com
munity of Christians the right which
\'e claim for ourselves-of conducting
their affair in accordance with their
o vn view of the will of Christ. But
we also think that a regular dismission
to any such community involves on the
part of those \ ho grant it an approba
tion of their constitution and di cipline
as being agreeable in all essential points
to the ill of the Great Head of the

Church.
In our iew, therefore, the admission
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of unbaptised per ons, though sincere
belie er in Christ, to the Lord' Table
and other Church pri ileges i a serious
and, as it regard the right constitution
of a Tev Testament Church, a funda
mental departure from the Law of
Christ and the practic of the po tolic
Churches.

But we are credibly informed that
such i your practice. hould e,
therefore, disrniss our sister Hannah
Gamble to au v should anction her
joinin a community \ hich in olv s, in
Its very can titution a riolation of the, .
expres law of Chri t concerning baptIs~

and e should articipate ith h r. In
the unscriptural practice of holding
Church fellow hip with th unbaptised-

Brethr n, we f el that in thu stating
our case we h II need your CI ri tian
forbearance. t the arne time we
deem it more becoming to giv this
brief exposition of ur viev s than to
as i n no reason for our conduct.

ermit u, dear brcthr 0, t r mind
au that we nov occupy tl very sa~e

ground a our re ered forefather on this
subjec. There a not a firmer or
more uncompromi ing opponent of open
communion than the first pastor of
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De onshire Square we mean that
eminent servant of God, William Kiffin.

e are, dear brethren, etc."



CHAPTER IX.

L 1854, 118 years after the opening of the
first chapel, repairs to this old building
being of no permanent value, it became
necessary to rebuild. The old Ieeting
House wa therefore pulled dov n and a
new Chapel erected. The front entrance of
this econd structure was placed in Kings
gate Street, though the new building occupied
the same ground as the old. Thus we get
the use of the two name to de cribe the
Church-" Eagle Street" and "Kingsgate
Street." Kingsgate treet being now swept
ax ay by the L.C.C. improvement of outh
ampton Row, the word "street" in the name
is therefore dropped, and the new name of
the old Church becomes Kingsgate Chapel.

The corner stone of the new and second
building \ as laid by Sir Samuel orton Peto,
Bart., and the chapel was opened for divine
vorship on Thursday, 17th pril, 1 56.
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The following is a complete list of the
ministers of the Eagle Street and Kingsg

ate

Baptist Church, v ith their years of service:
Rev. Dr. Andrew Gifford 1735-1784.
Rev. Thomas Hopkins 1785-1787.
Rev. illiam Smith 1788-1801.
Rev. Joseph Ivimey 1804-1833.
Re . R. . Overbury 1833-1853.
Rev. Francis Wills 1853-1865.
Re. . H. Burton 1865-1878.
Re . R. Foster Jeffery 1878-1880.
Re . Thomas Henson 1881-1886.
Re . Frank James 1887-1892.
Re . Herbert Thomas 1 93-1900.
Rev. . Thoma Ward 1904-1910.
Re. . E. est 1911-

It \\ ill be seen that Rev. Francis ills
succeeded Ir. 0 erbury. Following r.

ills, the Rev. . H. Burton did a magni-
ficent \ ork for God. The Church grew very
largel , and greater pro perity attended this
ministr than that of any of the ministers
except, perhap, r. I imey.

Ir. Burton r moved to the pastorate of
the Church at Dal ton Junction in 1878.
At Eagle reet he had been a i ted by a
lar e residential opulation. In his time the
drift outv -ards became rapid, and the
mini er Iollov -ing him found the cause
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becoming more and more a backwater as
the years went by. In the place of better
cla s people, tradesmen, and artisans, the

ery poor came. Respectable streets assumed
more and more the aspects of slumdom, while
large warehouses, hotels and offices occupied
the site of the homes of the people.

The Church, nevertheless, continued to
hold the fort bravely and to keep the flag
flying . The debt on the second building
was cleared off entirely. The whole cost,
including lighting, furnishing, legal expenses,
schoolroom, vestries, was nearly £4,000.

Under Rev. R. Foster Jeffery, Rev. Thomas
Henson, Rev. Frank James and Rev. Herbert
Thomas faithful and courageous work was done.
The last meeting was held in this second
building on 19th December, 1900-a meeting
long to be remembered by many of the
present members of the Church.

In the gro,vth of the 'York of the Baptist
nion there had been felt the need of a

Church House. Dr. Samuel Booth, the
highly esteemed secretary of the nion, and
his Council had for some years been en
quiring for a favourabjs site. The difficulty
wa that of the great cost of ground in
Central London. At this juncture, in 1897,
the Kingsgate Street people, through their
minister, Rev. Herbert Thoma , by an offer
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of their propert to the mon, made a
scheme possible.

The London Count Council had designed
improvement to the Holborn end of South
ampton Row, such as \ -ould gi e the
Church a magnificent frontage in the new
road. The freehold nov , of course, became
immensely valuable: this did not hinder the
members from going forward with th eir
suggestion . The oYertures were renew ed,
and a scheme drav Tn up b Dr. Booth, and
after his dea h b Rev . J. H . Shake peare,

. ., the nev ecretar. Finally, the chapel
and propert were handed over to th e
Bapti t nion in accordance with an agre e-
ment made.

Thus the Eagle Street Church, so long
honoured of God, having rendered noble
Chri tian servic to Holborn, nov in its latt er
day rendered rna nificent service to the whole
Baptist Denomination. It had been agreed
to b Dr. Booth hat the Church shoul d
have an entrance at least in Southampton
R ev . hen the scheme was nearly com
pleted and the agr ement about read to sign,
the Re . J. H. hak peare suddenly foun d
this would frustrate the designs of the Council
of the nion. In this wa the third building
in rhich the Chur h ha met, has its front
in E agle S reet and occupies the same spot
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of ground a th fir t buildin. It mu t be
conf ssed that the hidden front of th
Church does no help in \ hat must, in any
case, be the difficult work the pres nt
members have to do.

During the pulling down of tl c 1m
Rooms, nearly 70 years after the abolition
of sla ery in our Colonie, and chiefly through
the interest shown by r. illiam Levitt, the
treasurer of the Church, and through the
kindness of Ir. Green, the contractor, the
slave chains and lash which \ ·cre buried 0

long ago under the foundation stone ' ere
recovered. They nov occupy a prominent
place on the \ 'all of the Church.

The memorial tone of the ne I in ate
Chapel \ 'as laid on Tuesday, the 29th pril,
1902, by the Rev. J. R. ood, President of
the Baptist •nion. A few months pre iou
to this, Lady Peto kindly handed ba k to
the Church, as a memento of the past, the
trowel used by Sir orton eto in 1 55.
This trowel was used in the laying of the
new foundation stone by r. ood. n
additional inscription had been engra cd on
its face describing the occasion an 1 u e to
vhich it wa being put, and with the name

of the deacon and officers of the Church
and School.

e ha 'e now fini hed our ta k. 0 one





Rev. FRA CI ILL .

Po3/or. /853-/865 .



97

is more conscious of its imperfections tha
the writer of this history. Sins of omission
and commission are doubtless evidenced in
the e pages. It is the earnest wish of
the author that the reading of this story
of Baptist Church life will stimulate every
reader to estimate at their right value
the labours of those whose work is
recorded here. fay there be kindled
.n our hearts some of their 10 alty to
principle, their love to God, and their
enthu iasm for humanity. Let the story
re-awaken our gratitude to God for being
permitted to follow in their step. Surely
there is sufficient ground in this account of
a Church of Jesu Christ to gi e every

onconformist to-day a pride in his heritage
and a glowing loyalty to the Baptist Church
e erywhere.

The broken lave chains, never to be \ rom
by slaves again, are a symbol and reminder
of the work we are all called upon by God
to do, under the direction and inspiration
of Hi Spirit, "To proclaim liberty to the
capti es, and the opening of the pri on to
them that are bound."
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