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OLD TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION 

1. Religion and Theology 

Baab, Otto., Theology of the O.T., 1949. 
Burrows, M., An Outline of Biblical Theology, 1946. 
Davidson, A.B., The Theology of the O.T., 1904. 
Eichrodt, w., Theologie des A.T., 1933f. 
Fosdick, H.E, A Guide to Understanding the Bible, 1938. 
Knudson, A.C., The Religious Teaching of the O.T., 1918. 
Koehler, 1. Old Testament Theology, 1936. 
Matthews, I.G., The Religious Pilgrimage of Israel 
Muilenburg, J., 11The History of the Religion of Israel, 111.B. Vol. 1. 
Oesterley and Robinson, Hebrew Religion 1930, 
Phythian-Adams, The People and the Presence, 1942. 
Robinson, H.W., Inspiration and Revelation in the O.T., 1946. 
Smith, W.R., The Religion of the Semites 
Von Rad, G., Theologie des A.T., 1957. 
Vriezen, Th.c., Theology of O.T., 1957 
Wright, E.G., "The Faith of Israel, 11, I.B. Vol. 1 

n II The God Who Act, 1952. 

2. The Problem of History 

Weiser, A., Glaube und Geschichte im A.T., 1931. 
Dodd, C.H., History and the Gospel, 1938. 
Pi[:::er, o., God in History, 1939. 
Albright, W.F., From the Stone Age to Christianity, pp. 48-87. 
Minear, P., Eyes of Faith, 1946. 
Buber M., Moses, PP• 13-19. 
Pfeiffer, R., 11Fact and Faith in Biblical History", JBL, 70(19551), pp. lff. 
Niebuhr, R., Faith and History 
Shinn, Roger, Christianity and the Problem of History. 
Cullmann, o., Christ and Time, 1946. 
Bultmann, R., History and Eschatology, 1957. 
Barth, Karl, Die Kirchliche Dogmatik, III/I, pp. 6Jff . 
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I. General Assignment 

Week of Nov. 30 

Week of Dec. 7 

Week of Dec. 14 
Week of Jan. 4 
Week of Jan. 11 

Old Testament Interpretation 

I Kings 

II Kings 

Noth, Q.12• cit. PP• 299-344 

Ezra, Nehemiah 

Read the following Psalms 

1) Hymns CJ) 29~ ·.0 ... :. ·136 
2) Royal Ps. 2, 21, 45, 72 
3~ Individual Complaint 6, 22, 88 
4) Comrr1u.t:al Complaint 74, 79, Lamentations 5 
5) Individual Thanksgiving 30, 32, Jonah 2:3-10 

II. Topics for Tutorial Sections 

Eleventh Meeting: Discussion of the historical method and theology of the 
chronicler 

Twelfth Meeting: A general review 

III. Prem.ration for Tutorial Sections 

Eleventh Meeting: Read carefully 1 Chr. 10-15; 2 Chr. 10-16; 2 Chr. 23, 
Bring to class a sheet listing examples of specific 
differences from the Samuel/ Kings tradition, 
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Io General Assignment 

Week of Nov. 2 

Week of Novo 9 

Week of Novo 16 

Week of Nov. 23 

OLD TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION 

Joshua 1-11; Deuto 1-12 (careful reading 
Deut. 13-34 (scan for structure) 

Judges 

I Samuel; Noth, QJ2o cito, PP• 141-215. 

II Samuel; Noth, QJ2• cit., PP• 215-298. 

II. Topics for the Tutorial Sections: 

Seventh Meething: 
Eighth Meeting: 
Ninth Meeting: 

Tenth Meeting: 

A study of Deuteronomy 1-12. 
The Book of Judges. 
The History of the Davidic Succession: II Sam. 7 -

Kings lo 
A study of the problems connected with the Assyrian 

attack on Jerusalem ih 701. 

III. Preparation for Tutorial Sections 

Seventh Meeting: 

Eighth Meeting: 

Ninth Meeting: 

Tenth Meeting: 

Read quickly for background, Int. Bible, vol. II, 
ppo 311-330. Com to section with a literary 
analysis of ch. 1-11. 

Pfeiffer: Introduction to the OoT., pp. 314-3370 
Come to section prepared to discuss the book of 
Judges and to evaluate Pfeiffer 9s approach. 

Pfeiffer, .Q.12• cit., PP• 338-373° 

Study thP- assigned problem in critical commentaries. 
Come to class prepared to defend a thesis . 
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Old Testament Interpretation 

Books to be purchased for the course 
1. RSV 
2. Wright and Filson, Westminster Historical Atlas, Rev. ed. 
J. J. Wellhausen, History of Israel (pap;3rback). 
4. M. Noth, History of Israel. 

2. Assignments for the course 

Week of Sept. 21 w. F. Albright, "The O.T. World", Interpreter's Bible, 
Vol. I, pp.233-271. 
G. E. Wright, Westminster Historical Atlas, Rev. ed. ppl5~J6. 

Week of Sept. 28 Genesis 

Week of Oct. 5 Noth, History of Israel, pp.1-137. 

Week of Oct. 12 Exodus 

Week of Oct. 19 Deuteronomy 

Week of Cbt. 26 Joshua 1-11 
Wellha~sen, History of Israel, pp.1-82. 

3. Preparation for Tutorial Sections 

First Meeting: The significance of the Near Eastern background for the 
understanding of the o.T. 

Second Meetin 6 : An exercise in source criticism. Divide the flood account 
into sources, Gen. 6-9. 

Third Meeting: The use of II myth" in the O. T. 

Fourth Meeting: The problems of evaluating O.T. traditions concerning the 
Patriarchs. 

Fifth Meeting: The problems of evaluating O.T. traditions concerning the 
Exodus. 

Sixth Meeting: 'rhe problem of o. T. law. 
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Bibliography 

1. History of Interpretation 
Reake, .A.S., The People and the Book, 1925, especially ch.V 11Methods of 

Higher Cri ticism 11• 

Robinson, H. w., Record and Revelation, 1938. 
Rowley, H.H., The O.T. and Modern Study, 1951. 
Hahn, H.F., The O,T. in Modern Research, 1954. 
Kraeling, E.G., The O.T. since the Reformation, 1955. 
Kraus, H.J., Geschichte des historisch-kritischen Erforchung des A.T. 1956. 
Diestel, L., Geschichte des A.T. in der christlichen Kirche, 1869, 
Smith, W. Robertson, The O,T. in the Jewish Church, 1892, 
Wright, G.E, 11Recent European Study in the Pentateuch 11, Journal of Bible 

and Religion, 1950, pp. 216ff. 
Bornkamm, H., Luther und das A.T., 1948. 
Wallace, R.S., Calvin's Doctrine of Word and Sacrament, 1953, 

2. Introductions to the O.T. 
Bentzen, A., Introduction to the O.T., 2 vols., 1948-9. 
Bewer, J.A., Literature of the O.T,, 1933. 
Cornill, C.H., Introduction to the Canonical Books, 1907, 
Driver, S.R., Literature of O.T., 1897, many editions. 
Eissfeldt, o., Einleitung in das A.T., 2 ed. 1956, 
Goodspeed, E.J., The Story of the Bible, 1936. & How Came the Bible, 1940. 
Gunkel, H,, Die israelitische.Literatur, 1906. -
Hempel, J,, Die althebraische Literature, 1930, 
Manson, T. (ed), A Companion to the Bible, 1939, 
Oesterley, Robinson, Introduction to the Books of O.T., 1934, 
Pfeiffer,R •. H., Introduction to O.T., 1941 (good bibliography). 
Sellin, 2., Introduction to O,T., 1923. 
Sellin./Rost, Einleitung in das A.T., 1950. 
Weiser, A., Einleitung in das A.T., 1949, 
Young, E.J., An Introduction to the O.T,, 1953. 

J. The Problem of the O.T. and Criticism 
McFadyen, J.E., Old Testament Criticism and the Christian Church, 1903. 
Driver, S.R., The Higher 0riticism, 1905. 
Herbert, A.G., The Authority of the O.T., 1947. 
Visher, w., Die Bedeutung des A,T, fuer das christliche Leben, 1947. 
Richardson, Alan, A Preface to Bible Study, 1944. 
Reid, J.K.S., The Authority of Scripture, 1957, 
Rowley, H.H., The Relevance of the Bible, 1944, 
Girgensohn, Die Inspiration der Heiligen Schrift, 1925, 

4, Lecture .Aids 
1. Reuchlin 
2. Spinoza: Tractatus theologico-politicus 
J. Michaelis, Semler 
4, Johann G. Herder 
S. J,G. Eichhorn, Einleitung 
6. De Wette, Ewald 
7. Hengstenberg, Keil 
8. Driver, Gray, Bewer, Pfeiffer 
9, A. Bentzen 

11. Engnell 
13. Jean Astruc 
14, Graf, Kuenen, Wellhausen 
15. Herman Gunkel 
16. Gressmann 
17. Gilgamesh Epic 
18. Utnapishtim 
19. Wooley at Ur 
20. Eichrodt 
21. von Rad 
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OLD TEST.AMENT INTERPRETATION 

The Book of Genesis ---
1. Indicate the chief divisions into which the book falls. 

2. Write a brief synopsis covering the content of each section. 

J. Can you discern a movement of thought in chapters 1-11? 

4. Do the Abraham stories have a central theme which gives a sense of unity? 
Justify your answer. 

5. Is there a central message in the Jacob stories? What is the literary 
structure of this cycle? 

6. Contrast the literary form of the Joseph cycle with that of the Jacob. 

7. The phrase "these are the generations of 11 appears in the following places: 
2:4, 5:1, 6:9, 10:1, 11:10, 11:27, 25:12, 25:19, 36:1, 36:9, 37:2. (The RSV 
translates the phrase in different ways). What function does this phrase 
play for the hook as a whole? 

The Book of Exodus ---
1. What are the chief divisions of the book? 

2. Give a brief synopsis of each section. 

3. The call of Moses: a) What is the significance of the name of God revealed to 
Moses (3:13ff)? b) How did God respond to Moses' reaction? (4:lff note 
questions and answers). c) What significance does ch.6 have for the call of Moses? 

4. Where does the phrase "that you may know that I am the Lord" (or similar 
expressions) occur in ch.1-18, and what significance has it? 

,. What do you consider to be the climax within ch.1-18? Justify. 

6. Contrast briefly the "ten commandmentsn (20 :lff) with the laws of the "book 
of the covenant" (20:22-23:33). Why is ch.24 important? 

7. What is the relation of ch.25-31 to ch.35-40? 

8. List the most important items making up the tabernacle? 

9. How do you understand Law and Gospel on the basis of the message of Exodus? 

10. In what way is the many-sided character of Moses' portrayed? 
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I. The Pentateuch 

1. The Historical Background of the Near East 
A. The Geographical Setting 
B. The History of the Ancient Near East 3000-1200 

1. Mesopotamia-Early Bronze 
2. 11 -Middle Bronze 
3. 11 -Late Bronze 
4. Egypt-Early Bronze 
5. n -Middle Bronze 
6. 11 -Late Bronze 
?. Ptlestine-The Bronze Age 

t. The Religious Background 

2. The Literary Problem of the Pentateuch 
3. Israel's Early Traditions 

Bibliography 

Reference Works: 
J.B. Bury (ed), Cambridge Ancient History (192Jff). 
The Interpreter rs Bible, vol.l (1952). 
H. S. Gehman, Westminster Dictionary of the Bible (1944). 
J.B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts (1950). 
J. B. Pritchard, The Ancient Near East in Pictures (1954). 

Important Historical Works: 
v1N. F. Albright, From the Stone Age to Ohristianity 2 (1946). 

W. F • .Albright, The Biblical Period (reprint). 
J. Breasted, A History of Egypt (1912). 
John Bright, Early Israel in Recent Historical viriting (1956). 
A. Lods, Israel (1948). 
T. J. Meek, Hebrew Origins 2 (1950). 
W. o. L. Cssterley and T. H. Robinson, A History of Israel (1932). 
A. T. Olmstead, History of Assyria (1930). 
G. Steindorf£ arrl IL C. Steele, When Egypt Ruled the East (1942). 
J. A. Wilson, The Burden of Egypt (1951) . 

.Archaeology: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

Periodicals: The Biblical Archaeologist (New Haven). 
Bulletin of the .hmerican Schools of Oriental Research 

Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel2 (1946). 
Albright, The Jrchaoology of Palestine (1949). 
G. b.. Barton, Archaeology· and the Bible ( cl9 37). 

v1C1. Burrows, What M6an these Stones? (1946). 
K. M. Kenyon, Beginnings in Archae·ology (1953). 
G. E. Wright, Biblical Archaeology (1957). 

Chalcolithic 11. Hurrians 
Sumer and ilccad 12. Mitanni 
Sargon I 13. Nuzi 
Ur 14. Cossaean - Zagros 
Elamites 15. Seti I, RamGsos II 
J mori tes 16. Kadcsh (1286) 
Hammurabi 17. J.vianetho 
Padan-.1.·1ram 18. Khufu 
Mari 19. Hyksos 
Halys River - Bogazkoy 20. Thutmose III 

21. Amenophis IV 
(i1khnaton) 

22. Tell-el-limarna 
23. Byblus, 1-d 
24. l-1lbrecht .Alt 
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Old Testament Interpretation 

The Structure of Genesis; 11These are the generations of •. 11. 

1. ·2 :4 

2. 5:1 

J. 6:9 

4. 10:1 

5. 11:10 

6. 11:27 

7. 25:12 

8. 25:19 

9. -36:1 
9 

10. 37:2 

generations of heavens, earth creation, fall, Cain, Abel 

Adam 

(

Noah 

Sons of 

Shem 

Terah 

Esau 

Jacob 

Bibliography on Genesis 

Commentaries, English 

Noah 

geneology 

flood 
.-A~I ...;- - • geneology -,-

genealogy 

Abraham stories 

geneology 

Jacob stories 

genealogy --n-~-

Joseph stories 

Skinner, Delitzsch, Driver, Inter. Bible, Richardson, Ch •. l-11. 

Commentaries, German 
Gunkel, Procksch, von Rad, Zimmerli 

Monographs 

Bonheoffer, D., Schoepfung und Fall, 1933. 
Barth, K., Kirchliche Dogrnatik, III/I. 
Noth, M., Ueberlieferungsgeschichte des Pentateuch, 1948, 
Gordon, The Early Traditions of Genesis, 1907. 
Von Rad, G., Die Josephgeschichte, 1954 . 
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• Quiz in Old Testament Interpreta.tion 

I. Briefly identify 5: 
vf,) Jael -

JfYD 
-----------

Jethro - ~~-- L PJ~/ -t:te~ ,/,Jw~ 

c) Abimelech 
. ~g;;i[ 

Laban 

e) Ai -

/r) Rachel 

_ 1 1~h 1~ ;ef!~ a,..,t' JJ~~ 
,:#.,~ SI~ - - 1~ 

,1.,.eL .-u:.,.,- ~kj tzJ~,. 
~~~~~4~~t--.,,(_ 

- d~~f 

II. In what chBpters do the following appear1 Choose Js 

a) call of Abraham 

/ the ten commandments /x~ 2o 

/~·c) Abr;,ham' s sacrifice of Isaac :? 2.. 

~) song of Deborah ..S-

III. Hho spoke the following words? Choose J: 

~J "I will not rule over you, .and my son will not rule over you.; 
the Lord will rule over younr., 

b) "How then cen I do this great wickedness, and sin against God"'? 

"Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not know i t'i,. 

ttFar be that from theel Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do righttt;? 4~a--
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CHRONOLOGICAL GUIDE TO THE DIVIDED KINGOOM 

Israel Judah 

JEROBOAM Io o o . 922-. o • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o REHOBOAM • • o o • o 922-

OMRI o o •• . 876- .. 

AHAB •• o • • • • • 0 • • o ••• o •• JEHOSHAPHAT 

JEHU 

(Ahaziah) 
(Jehoram) 

0 0 • 0 0 0 O O 

(Jehoahazj 
(Joash) 
JEROBOAM II 
~A~ariah) 

d. 746. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 e 

Pekah. • o • • •• 734i • e O O O O O O O 0 

Fall of ,Samaria. 722/1 

Athaliah 

UZZIAH 

AHAZ o 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 

HEZEKIAH o 0 0 e O 0 

JOSIAHo 

Jehoiakim 
Zedekiah 

O O 0 

• d. 742 (?) 

735-715 

Fall of Jerusalem . 587 
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This is a face of Christo Cut out shaded portions with scissors or 
razor blade. Now hold the pattern a few feet from a light wall with 
a candle or a single electric light on the other side. 
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