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0ld Testament Interpretation

I. General Assignment

Week of Nov., 30 I Kings

Week of Decs 7 IT Kings

Week of Dec. 14 Noth, op. cit. pp. 299-344
Week of Jan. 4 Ezra, Nehemiah

Week of Jan. 11 Read the following Psalmg

1) Hyms &, 29, 203, 136
2) Royal Ps. 2, 21, 45, 72

3’ Individual Complaint 6, 22, 88

L) Commural Complaint 74, 79, Lamentations 5

5) Individual Thanksgiving 30, 32, Jonah 2:3-10
Topics for Tutorial Sections

Eleventh Meeting: Discussion of the historical method and theology of the
chronicler

Twelfth Meeting: A general review

Preparation for Tutorial Sections

Eleventh Meeting: Read carefully 1 Chr. 10-15; 2 Chr. 10-16; 2 Chr. 23.
Bring to class a sheet listing examples of specific
differences from the Samuel / Kings tradition.







I. General Assignment

Week of Nov. 2

Week of Nov. 9
Week of Nov. 16

Week of Nov. 23

OLD TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION

Joshua 1-11; Deut. 1-12 (careful reading
Deut, 13-34 (scan for structure)

Judges
I Samuel; Noth, op. cit., pp. 141-215.

II Samuel; Noth, op. cit., pp. 215-298.

II. Topics for the Tutorial Sections:

Seventh Meething:
Eighth Meeting:
Ninth Meeting:

Tenth Meeting:

A study of Deuteronomy 1-12.

The Book of Judges.

The History of the Davidic Succession: II Sam. 7 -
Kings 1.

A study of the problems connected with the Assyrian
attack on Jerusalem in 70l.

III. Preparation for Tutorial Sections

Seventh Meeting:

Eighth Meeting:

Ninth Meeting:

Tenth Meeting:

Read quickly for background, Int. Bible, vol. II,
pp. 311-330., Come to section with a literary
analysis of ch. 1-11.

Pfeiffer: Introduction to the 0.T., pp. 314-337.
Come to section preprared to discuss the book of
Judges and to evaluate Pfeiffer's approach.

Pf@iff“l", Ope 9&09 PDPe 338"373“

Study the assigned problem in critical commentaries.
Come to class prepared to defend a thesis.







0ld Testament Interpretation

' 1. Books to be purchased for the course
g 1. RSV
2. Wright and Filson, Westminster Historical Atlas, Rev. ed.
3. J. Wellhausen, History of Israel (paperback).
L. M. Noth, History of Israel.

2. Assignments for the course

Week of Sept. 21 W. F. Albright, "The 0.,T. World", Interpreter's Bible,
VOl. I’ pp.233"‘271.
G. E. Wright, Westminster Historical Atlas, Rev. ed, ppl5~36.

of Septe 28 Genesis

of Oct. 5 Noth, History of Israel, pp.l-137.

of Oct. 12 Exodus
of Oct. 19 Deuteronomy

of ‘Gote 26 Joshua 1-11
Wellhausen, History of Israel, pp.l-82.

3. Preparation for Tutorial Sections

First Meeting: The significance of the Near Eastern background for the
understanding of the 0.T.

Second Meeting: An exercise in source criticism. Divide the flood account
into sources, Gen. 6-9.

Third Meeting: The use of "myth" in the 0.T.

Fourth Meeting: The problems of evaluating 0.T. traditions concerning the
Patriarchs.

Fifth Meeting: The problems of evaluating 0.T. traditions concerning the
Exodus.

Sixth Meeting: The problem of 0.T. law.
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OLD TESTAMENT INTERPRETATION

The Book g£ Genesis

Indicate the chief divisions into which the book falls.
Write a brief synopsis covering the content of each section.
Can you discern a movement of thought in chapters 1-117

Do the Abraham stories have a central theme which gives a sense of unity?
Justify your answer.

Is there a central message in the Jacob stories? What is the literary
structure of this cycle?

Contrast the literary form of the Joseph cycle with that of the Jacob,
The phrase "these are the generations of" appears in the following places:
2:4, 5:1, 6:9, 10:1, 11:10, 11:27, 25:12, 25:19, 36:1, 36:9, 37:2, (The RSV

translates the phrase in different ways). What function does this phrase
play for the hook as a whole?

The Book g£ Exodus

1. What are the chief divisions of the book?

2. Give a brief synopsis of each section.

3. The call of Moses: a) What is the significance of the name of God revealed to
Moses (3:13ff)? b) How did God respond to Moses' reaction? (L:1ff note
questions and answers). ¢) What significance does ch.6 have for the call of Moses?

Where does the phrase "that you may know that I am the Lord" (or similar
expressions) occur in ch.l-18, and what significance has it?

What do you consider to be the climax within ch.1l-18? Justify.

Contrast briefly the "ten commandments" (20:1ff) with the laws of the'"book
of the covenant" (20:22-23:33). Why is ch.2lL important?

What is the relation of ch.25-31 to ch.35-407
List the most important items making up the tabernacle?
How do you understand Law and Gospel on the basis of the message of Exodus?

In what way is the many-sided character of Moses' portrayed?







I. The Pentateuch

1. The Historical Background of the Near East
A. The Geographical Setting
‘ B. The History of the Ancient Near East 3000-1200

l. Mesopotamia=Early Bronze
24 L ~Middle Bronze
3 4 -Late Bronze
L. Egypt-Early Bronze
5. " -Middle Bronze
6. " -Late Bronze
7. Palestine-The Bronze Age

Ce The Religious Background

2, The Literary Problem of the Pentateuch
3« Israel!s Early Traditions
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0Ld Testament Interpretation

The Structure of Genesis; "These are the generations of,."
2l generations of heavens, earth creation, fall, Cain, Abel
5:1 Adam geneology
6:9 Noah flood
10:1 Sons of Noah geneology e el
11:10 Shem geneology

A R o ,Terah Abraham stories

25:12 Ishmael geneology  7%* conmecdion

25:19 /,Isaac Jacob stories

36:1 Esau gene ology Pre &m*l‘f»&w.
-

3732 Jacob Joseph stories
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Quiz in 0ld Testament Interpretation
I. Briefly identify 5:
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IT. In what chapters do the following appear? Choose 3
a) call of Abraham
'b) the ten commandments hodn 20
?//7 f/ ¢) Abreham's sacrifice of Isaac A&swais <2

ol

+~—14) song of Deborah 6}ﬂu€§&y s

spoke the following words? Choose 3:

"I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over youj
the Lord will rule over you', @ oeor

"How then cen I do this great wickedness, and sin against God"?
"Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not know it", ;ékhéﬂfi

"Far be that from thee! Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right™? gL andam







CHRONOLOGICAL GUIDE TO THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

Israel Judah

JEROBOAM I . . & o o . REHOBOAM . .

OB/RI o L] ° L .

AHAB . s “oi'e JEHOSHAPHAT
(Ahaziah)
(Jehoram)

PN - Athaliah
(Jehoahaz)
(J"F}.Sh)
JEROBOAM II S : A DZZTAR o & « o do 742 (2)
dAgariah)
Pekahisi o s o o o . N 735715
Fall of Samaria
HEZEKIAH . o 715-687
JOSEAH G o' s y 64,0-609

Jehoiakim
Zedekiah

Fall of Jerusalem







This is a face of Christ. Cut out shaded portions with scissors or
razor blade. Now hold the pattern a few feet from a light wall with
a candle or a single electric light on the other side.
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