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MINUTES
THE 27th ANNUAL SESSION OF THE BRUSHY CREEK UNION

OF PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CONVENED WITH MT. UNION
CHURCH, COFFEE COUNTY, GEORGIA, ON FRIDAY, SEP
TEMBER 15th, 1917.

Introduction sermon preached by Elders G. D. Baker and
J. D. Mathis: Text, "Let Brotherly Love Continue." Hebrews
13th Chapter, 1st verse.

Intermission of 45 minutes was given, after which the
body reassembled in the 'house for business.

On account of the absence of the Moderator and Clerk,
~leder J f [D. (Mathis! was made temporarv' \1Moderu:tor ;'an d
Brother Dennis Vickers, Jr., temporary Clerk, after which
prayer was offer ed by 'brother Macom McMillan.

Called for letters; same being handed in, the Moderator
appointed bro th ers J. B. D. Paulk and J. A. Royal, commit
tee to r ead th e letters and which letters were read from
the several chu rches and messengers names recorded as fol
lows: 1st. from Frank Church, messengers, F. G. E. Paulk,
D. D. Garrison, J. A. Royal, Wyley Whitley, E. J. Young, J . B.
D. Paulk and H. 1\'1. Berry; 2nd, Mt. Olive Church, messengers,
Jacob Hall and Henry Sutton;; 3rd, Warrior Creek Church,
mess engers, T. M. Griffin, D. E. Vickers and G. J. Vickers;
4th, Sturgeon Creek Church, messengers, Wyley McMillan,
Thomas -McMillan and James Minix; 5th , Oaky Grove Church
messengers, G. M. Robinson, T. C. Gray and L. C. Johnson; 6th,
Brushy Creek Church, mess engers, Dani el Tucker, George
Grantham and L. L. Harper.

El ected Eld 0r .T. D. Mathis, Moderator and Dennis Vickers,
Jr., Clerk. '

Invited visiting brethren and sisters to seats.
Called for petitionary letters.
Appointed Brothers Dani el Tucker, Jacob Hall, L. L. Har

per, Macom McMillan , Thomas Gr iffin and James A. Royal ,
together with Deacons of Mt. Union Chur ch as a committee
to arrange preaching.

Called for con tr ibut ion and rceeived the sum of $29.50.
Appointed br oth ers James Griffin and J. A. Royal as fi

nan ce committe e.
Order ed 300 minutes printed and distributed.
Appointed next. session o f' [the Union t~ conven e with

Onkv Grove Church, Berrien County, Georgia. -
Upon motion , car r ied, adjourned until tomorrow.



MINUTES 2

Saturday, Septemb er 16th ,"1917
Pu rsu ant to adjournmen t, th e ,body met today.
Pr each ing by Bro. T . C. Gray, Elders G. D. Baker and J.

"D. Mathis, r espectively.
25 minutes intermission announced. After inte rmiss ion,

the body r eassembl ed in the house and resumed bus iness.
Renewed call for letter s. Reeeived 2 which were r ead

.as follows : Ist, Tu rner Meeting Hou se, messengers, M. L. Me
Millan, Randall McMillan, M. A. McMillan and Billy Exam;
2nd, ML. Union Chu rch, messe nge rs, Dennis Vickers, Jr., and
James Gr iffin.

Upon motion of Broth er Daniel Tucker , duly car r ied, th e
body extended thanks to Mt. Uni on Church, for their kind
ness, and un excelled hospitality in c aring for ithe visiting
brethre n and siste rs during th e session .of the union.

Th er e being no other business, Union clos ed in order.
DE NNIS VICKERS, JR. , Clerk , J. D. MATHIS, Moderator

CONSTITUTION

Th e foll owing preamble, r esolution and articles of ' COU3ti
tution wer e adop ted by th e Brushy Creek Union of Primitive
Baptists at its organizat ion in 1891:

W hereas, the sev eral churc h es of the Primitive Baptist
fa ith and ord er, to-wit: Brushy Creek, Turner's Meeting Hous e
Little River, Sturgeo n Creek, and Hap ewell, of Irwin County,
Georg ia, and Emmaus and Oaky Grove, of Berrien County,
Georg ia, being now as th ey have been for a number of years,
enti re ly disconnected wi th associational organizations; and,

Wher-eas, Cer ta'in (Pr imitive Bapti sts in othe r !localitie s
whose orthodoxy in doctri n e, faith and practi ce, as far as said
chu rc hesfrave been able to divine, is satis fact ory, and whose
chur ches occupy full standing associationally, having r ecently,
in a most f'ricndly and Christia n- like manner, shown th eir con
fidence as believer s in the memb er ship of said churc hes, mani
fr- sting' on divers occasions th eir love an d fellowhip for same
withou t r 0 strai nt; and,

Wh er-eas, Suc h tr ea tment, coming from the .nands of asso
ciational brethren- especially since many of th ese organizatio ns
have seen propr-r to draw the lin e of demarkation so sharply
havinc aroused in the min ds of t he mem,ber shi p of said
«hu r-che s t he tenderes t feelin gs of Chr istian love and fellow
ship in "return , and in order to be prepared to do even jus
ti ce to any and all bod ies of Primitive Baptists orthodox in
doctrin o. fa ith and practi ce, connected or disconnect ed with
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associational organizations, who will suffer them to do so, it
'has become the desire of, said churches to inaugurate a plan
by which they may, as a body soli cit correspondence, receive
and welcome such brethren to their assemblies of worship,
and through which th ey may the better exchange the many
Christian , courtesies due from one to another, so often the
source of imm easurable comfort and consolation to believers
in-Christ; therefore, be it,

Resolv ed, By the chosen messengers and members present
of the several churches named in the foregoing preamble, this
day ass embled with Brushy Creek Church, Irwin County, Geor
gia. That th e same be organiz ed, and that the same will here
after be known as the Brushy Creek Union or Primitive Bap
ti sts , and that th e said organization is hereby bas ed only and
solely upon th e following articles of Constitution, to-wit:

Article 1. Th e Brushy Creek Union of Pr-imitive Baptists
as above organized, shall hold annual session with one or the
other of th e chu rches of th e Union a general annual Union
meeting, th e present meeting constitutig th e first meeting un 
der th e Constitution.

Aricle 2. Said meeting shall be composed of the regular
chosn messenger s of th e' several churches compo sing the
Union togeth er with' th e members in good standing who may
be ' in attendance.

Rrtil e 3. Each meetin g shall be organiz ed by th e elect ion
of a mod erator , wh ose duty it shall be to preside over the body
during its delib erations, explain and put forth qu estions, wel 
come and , receive visitors and perform such oth er duties as
his high office may r equire; and also a clerk, whose duty it
shall be to keep and r ecord in a suitable book for tha t pur
pose, a oor rect minute of all business transacted th er ein, pre
pare and 'have th e same publish ed in pamphlet form, and
sup erintend the distribution of sam e among th e several
churc hes of the Unon, and such oth er thin ~s ns fh e nnf.urr- of
his office r nquires and may be n ecessary.

Arti cle 4. No bu siness shall ever be transacted or eve r be
entertained by th e body in such meetings that .eith er directly
or indirotlv interfer es with the Internal ri ghts of each chur ch
to s- lf-govemment , lr-aving that nowor to be exclusively and
absoluf.elv exerc ised ' by those bodies alone. accor ding to pre 
rrpt. and «xnmple laid flown in that un err-ine fu~d;mentRI
Constitnf.'o rr of th0 Church of Chr ist, the Holy Bible.
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DECLARATION OF DOCTRINE

The Declara tion of Doctrine as understood, taught and
believed by this Union, wa s introduced by El der W. H. Harden,
Elder James Gibbs, presiding, which after some discussion,
was unanimou sly adopted and order ed to be spread on the
minutes of th e Union, to-wit:

Wher eas, Many have made inquiry conc erning the doctrine
as held forth by th e Brushy Creek Union of Primitive Baptists,
some havin g charged us with fatalism, an d still others with
Arm inianism, etc.- .

Th erefor e, In order that a better understanding may be
ha d of wh at we believe on th ese points, we set forth th e fol
lowing statemen t in connect ion threwith:

First.-That the pr edestination of God brings in His child
r en a conformity to th e image of His Son, and r esul ts in th eir
ete rn al happiness and the honor and glory of His eternal
name. Th at sin is the transgr ession of th e law, and is brou ght
Torth by the unrest rain ed volition of men and devils , and thf. ~
are uccountable and r esponsibl e to God' for th eir disobedi
ence , and thus work out th eir own destruction.

Second.- We believe th at ete rna l life is th e gift of God,
and t hat salvation is by grace and gr ace alone through faith,
and that we ought not to affiliate with any other institutions
or organ izat ions of men gotten up or in any way us ed to do
or help to do th e wor k of Chr ist . All su ch religiou s institu
tions man ifest a zeal withou t knowledge, and is th erefore de
rogatory to the 'honor and glory of God and danger ous to
peace, happiness and solid un ity of the churc h. Ye are one
in Chri st.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. W e beli eve in one true and livin g God, and that th er e
are three persons in th e Godhead- the F ather , the Son and
Holy Ghost- Duet. vi 4; II Sam. vii 22; John i 1.

2. We believe that th e scripture of th e Old and New
Te stament is the word of God, an d the only rule of faith and
pract ice.-II Ti m. ii 16. 17; Rev. ii 10.

3. W e beli eve in the doctrine of eternal and particular
election.- Rom. ix 1'1 , 16; Eph . i 4, 5, 9-11; 1 Thes. i 13.

4. We believe in th e doctrine of or iginal sin.- Rom. v 5,
12, 19; Ps. v 5; .IeI'. xvi 12.
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5. W e beli eve in man's im potenc y to recover himself' from
the fall en state he is in by natur e, by hi s own fr ee will and
ability.- St. J ohn vi 34; Rom. vii 24; Ep h. ii L

6. W e beli eve that sinners ar e justified in the sig h t of
God only by the imputed righ teou sn ess of J esus Chr is t.- Rom.
iv 5. 2; Phi l. iii 3.

7. W e beli eve that God's elect shall be called, regene r ate d
and sanctified by the Holy Spirit.-Rom . viii 30; Eph. i 8.

8. W e beli eve that the saints will ne ve r finally fall away
St . John x 28, 29; II T im. i 12.

9. W e beli eve that Baptism, the Lord's Supper and wa sh
ing the saint's feet are ordinances of J esus Christ, and true
b eli evers ar e th e only subjects of the ordinances . W e al so
beli ev e that th e true mode of Baptism is byimmersion:-Matt.
xxi ii 19, 20; Acts ii 38, 42; 1 Cor . v 10, 11, 16.

10. W e believe in the r esurrection of the dead and a gen
er al judgment.-Job xiv 13-15; 1 Cor. xv 13-17.

11. W e be liev e that the punishment of the wi ck ed will be
ever lasting, and that the joys of the ri ghteous will be ete r nal.
-Matt. xxv 31-14; ; Rom. ii 5.

'12. W e believe t hat no minister has a right. to administer
the ab ove named ordinanc e only suc h as are ri ghtly calle d
and com e under the imposi tion of hands by a presbytery.-1
Tim. ix 14; 2 Cor . viii 19; Acts vi 6.

1.
2.

Clerk.
3.

or der
It.
5.
0,

7.
8.
9.

'10 .

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Introduct ory S~rmon.

Read letters and organize by elect ing moderator an d

Invit e brethren and sist er s of the Primi tive fa ith and
to seats wi th t he body.

Call for petitionary letter s.
App oin t Comm ittee on Pr ea ch ing .
Call for cont r ibuti on an d appo int P inan oe Committee.
Fi x num ber of minu tes and Cl ~ rk' s fees.
Appoint ti me and place for n ex t session.
Misce llaneous.
Rend mi nutes an d adjourn .
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