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“Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion I"—Jsaiah lii, 1.

TrESE quickening words were ad- f of it—to be employed in a manner tend.
dressed to the ancient Israel, when the | ing to the accomplishment of the ex-
purposes of divine mercy were ripéning, | pected triumphs., The topics to which
and their captive tribes were about to re- | we shall advert are of two classes ; first
people the desolate land.  You will pro- | those which justify, and secondly, those
bably deem us guilty of no violencegiothe | which enforce it.
sacred oracle, if we consider it as appli- I. The considerations which Jjustify
cable to the spiritual Israel, in the anti- | this appeal.
cipation of those greater blessings of | J. It is obvious, in the first place,
which all that was done of old was but | that the passage assumes the possession
an emblem and a shadow. | of sufficient sgrength for accomplishing

I need not now stay to prove that ; the end designed. It was thus, in fact,
brilliant prespects are before the church, | with the eaptives of Chaldzea, at the time
or to expatiate on the glories of the | to which the prophecy refers, since every
latter day; nor is it necessary here to | fucility was afforded them for their re-
argue the near approach oi them. These | turn, which required only the courage
are points on which there is a suficiently | to brave its hardships and its perils, In
general agreement among the present | like manner, we are to suppose that the
auditory, and indeed among Christian | friends of God are not called upon to
professors at large, to warrant an up;lwul | :li)])l}'.lllclnsc!\'es‘ to the conquest of his
to the heart, without a prelude of an| enemies, without adapted and propor-
argumentative discussion. It may be | tionate means. We are not summoned
presumed, too, that your hearts, as many | to do any thing without strength, or be-
of you as are Christians indeed, are fu]lyj yond our strength; the exbortation is
prepared for such an appeal. Thg pros- | simple and u!_telh,glble,. “Put on thy
pect of a renovated world and a reigning strength.” Of course it will be here
Saviour, is assuredly not one to which | u.ndt:r:tuud that we speak of the posses-
you are indifferent. You cannot be|sion of means, or of instrumental
strangers to the holy and delightful anti- | strength alone ; and necessarily so, see-
cipation of it; even from the vale otgmg that nothing b}lt an instrumental
tears, you ofttimes look  over the;agcncy 1s:xsa‘1gned in any case to man,
gloomy hills of darkness,” \\'utclnngiuiuld’ A; to ex;cv’[‘uul agency, all things are
longing for the coming glory. Orif it|of God. With respect to our own pro-
be not so with us, it is quite time that| vince, however—that, namely, of instru-
it were, and that we should all of us| mental action—our strength is ample,
awake out of sleep. The voice of our | though the conversion of the world be
returning Lord sounds in our ears, and | the object of it. ,
is adapted both to rouse the dormant If it were necessary to establish this
from their slumbers, and to quicken the | sentiment, we might cbserve, that the
watchful to action: ¥ Awake, awake, | conversion of the world, as to the in.
O Zion, put on thy strength ! { strumental accomplishment of it, is left

We consider this address as a call to | altogether in the hands of the church,
exertion—g call addressed to the whole | It is commitied to the saints, snd no
church, and therefore to every member “ other parties are to be ~.J’1g:10)'ed' init;

Vo, XIV.—~No. 23, :
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us to his help, he says, Here is your
sword ; which of us is_prepared to turn
upon him, and say, Is it of proper tem-
per for the war?

2. We observe, secondly, that the
text assumes not only the possession
of adequate strength, but the existence of
inadeguate exertion. It is appropriate
only to a state of comparative indolence
and slumber. ¢ Awake, awake, put on
thy strength I’ That this was the case
with the exiled tribes when the period
of their restoration arrived, is well
known ; but it may seem hard, perhaps,
and to some incredible, that we should
have any design of applying this topie
to present times. There Zave been ages
when the church slumbered, but these
surely are long past; and as for the
present, this is pre-eminently the age of
exertion and of zeal.

It is not, dear brethren, either in
ignorance of what is doing, or in de-
preciation of it, that we speak; but,
admitting that there is much to com-
mend and to be thankful for, we may
not spend the short time which is
allotted to us here either in eulogy or
in thanksgiving. Neither canwe nowin-
dulge in retrospection—a too fayourite
employment perhaps—and put the inci-
nt exertion of the presentin flattering
gishness of the

ie
xl.'olupurison with the slug;
Be it so, that we do a little more
than those who did nothing, are we to
be everlastingly feeding our pride with |

past.

this fond recollection, while, if we look
at our utmost exertions in comparison
with our means and our obligations, we
shall find ample reason to cover our-
celves with shame. If any man’s heart
fails him, and he wants matter of en-
couragement and of thankfulness, let
him look at the past, and he will find
it ; but for what other purpose should
the retrospect be taken? If it should
e lingered over with a doating
to say, What
What hath man
for adoring

ever b
fondness—not so much
hath God wrought |—as
wrought |—not so0 much ori
the Gives of all good, as for fldll\xrll{g
the creature into whose empHness his
goodness has been poured ; not so much
to nerve us for lni;.rhuer‘cliurls, as to
luxuriate in past and partial success ;—
the professing world would surely be-
come bloated with self-complacency;
and so passionately fond of the sweet
food to which it bad been accustomed,
as to be rendered not only inaccessible
to the influence of healthy stumil-
lants, but even resentful of their appli-
cation. -This would be a puny, 2
childish, and a mischievous method, and
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would indicate any thing rather than a
vigorous grasp of the vast objeet before
us, and the deep influence of the motives
which should impel us to itsattainment.
At all events, congratulation is not an
object now; but the much more salu-
tary, thoughless pleasing one, of showing
how far the Christian body at large yet
is from bringing its whole resources to
bear on the accomplishment of its tri-
umphs.

For this purpose let us first look at
contributions of a pecuniary kind, in
which it is obvious that the prineipal
efforts of this age, and the whole efforts
of many individuals consist. Duly
thmﬂgful to every contributcr, and not
wanting, we hope, in Christian respect
and kindness to any, whether contributors
or not, we must yet ask whether, even
in this direction, any thing like the whole
resources of Zion are brought forward,
{ We know the honoured liberality of a
few individuals; but why is such libe-
rality yet an individual matter, and not
general in proportion to our wealth?
The eulogy of a few in this respect is
| the scandal of the many. When will all
| Christians be such that the new con-
{ spicuous few shall be lost in the crowd ?
| We know, too, the afflictive cases in
| which contributions have perhaps ex-
| ceeded the bounds of wisdom or of
| duty, though it is not quite ‘in a millen-
| nial spirit that they are made so often
|a pretext for covetousness. But the
| cases are vastly more numerous in
which contribution falls below the level
of just obligation ; in which it is made
of a customary amount, irrespective of
proportionate ability ; in which it is
made under worldly or personal censi-
derations, rather than the influence of a
divine law; and in which, though it is
paid with easy regularity, like a tax or
a rate, it would be very long in spring-
ing unsolicited from a devout and a
grateful heart. Even if the actual amount
of money raised at the present day
were proportionate to the wealth pos-
sessed, there is about the general system
of its eollection something so unlike
the hallowed principle, and the eager
forwardness of primitive times, that if
the record of it were inserted in the
New Testament, it could scarcely fail
of being pronounced an apecryphal
chapter.

But there is another direction in
which Christian activity, if consistent,
might be expected to appear. We refer
particularly to direct individual exertion
for the salvation of souls; such as is
described in the Old Testament, by
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and the many thousand tongues which
are fitted to plead his cause. A society,
for the most part, is a scheme in which
a great many Christians give their
money to enable some to plead for God,
while the rest are silent—and as an apo-
logy for their silence. It opens the
mouths of the few, and shuts those of
the many; and thus, upon the whole,
while so perverted, it does more harm
than good. Combined endeavours for
the accomplishment of objects which
are beyond the reach of individual
strength are admirable, when added to
the exertion of individual strength for
that which is not beyond our réach ; but
apart from this they are feeble, and
when used to supersede it, they are
injurious and absurd. The mechanism
of societies bears upon no man’s heart
nor conscience ; it has itself no heart,
but tends to withdraw from operation
the main mover of the moral world, and
to substitute for it a mere engine for
collecting money, and giving receipts,
which many persons take as a discharge
in full for all their obligations to Chris-
tianity and to the world. Our strength
lies no where but in the heart, and the
heart of the poorest Christian consti-
tutes a much more important portion of
it than the treasures of the wealthiest.
If every Christian would but try |
heartily to convert every sinner he meets
with, it would effect more than all the
thousands which are poured into the
treasury of the Lord, and the machinery
of all the religious societies in the world.

The truth is, therefore, that the
church sleeps. Let us all hear the
voice of him who is at once weary and
grieved at our slumbers : ¢ Awake,
awake, O Zion, put on thy strength !”

What we have yet exerted is only our
feebleness. We have much more pow- |
erful means of making an impression |
on the world than we have yet em-|
ployed, and the Captain of the Lord’s |
host summons us to the use of them. |
Does Zion know that she is asleep, |
or will she say that the imputation of |
slumber is a calumny ?

The force of the language we are |
considering goes beyond the mere
awakening of activity. It calls not for
a partial, but for an entire employment |
of our resources. Put on thy strength. |
The meaning cannot be less than this: i
The scenes which are in prospect will
require your utmost efforts; the victory
will be quite as much as you will be
able to win ; put into requisition, there-
fore, all your powers, and exert your

whole strength, From what is known'!

of God’s administration, it appears that
he has always proceeded upon the prin-
ciple of proportioning the call for exer-
tion to the strength which is posses-
sed. Where this 1s small, works of the
utmost magnitude are wrought as it
were without hands ; but if it be more
considerable, his methods bring it into
full employment. On one occasion he
said to his ancient people, *stand stil,
and see the salvation of God;” but on
another he proclaimed,  quit you like men,
be strong.” Anditis like himself; for as
he does nothing in vain, so neither does he
allow any prodigality or wastefulness in
his works. Whenever he gives strength
he means that it should be employed.
We cannot, therefore, suppose for a
moment that the conversion of the world
will be brought about by any thing less
than the entire energy of the church.
None of that which is given her is meant
for waste, or for purposes of self-indul-
gence or worldly aggraudizement ; and
the keeping back of any part of it pro-
portionately hinders theexpected victory.
Nor is it credible it should be otherwise,
when we contemplate the magnitude
of the end in view. It might well have
been doubted—by many persons it is
actually doubted—whether the resources
of the church in their amplest extent be
adequate to the conversion of the world ;

| but, if we maintain the affirmation on

this point, we surely are not disposed to
go further, and to imagine that a part of
those resources is equal to such an
achievement. To expect it from the
whole energy of the church is faith;
but it is madness to expect it from less,
Let us remember, therefore, that the
realization of the blessed prospects
before us is not to be anticipated because
something is doing, or because some
individuals, or some portions of the
Christian world, are actively employed.
Zion must put on her strength; ~the
whole church, and every individual in it,
is called upon to labour, and to labour
to the utmost of his means. Is this too
much? Would we rather mingle with
the mass of Christian activity a leaven of
self-indulgence and worldliness?—It can
be done at no price less than the pro-
portionate extinction of our hopes.

II. We proceed, secondly, to consider
the topics by which this call may be
enforced.

1. Here it is obvious to notice, in the
first place, the interesting character of the
object to be attained.

The end contemplated in the text
was personally and directly interesting
to the parties addressed. Zion was called
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great and terrible day of the Lord should
eome, but, though it is mot given to
us precisely to know the times and
the seasons, we have reason to believe
that the night is far spent, and the day
is at hand. The precious promises,
illuminated by the lamp of prophecy,
geem to be approaching the fulness
of their time, and hastening to the
realization of the anticipated blessing,
while the movement which has arisen
within the church itself, and the hallow-
ed sympathy in the great work which
pervades almost all its departments,
encourage and confirm our hope. We
are expecting now, not merely the
success which would have attended
devoted efforts for God in any circum-
stances, but those larger results which
shall lead to the universal diffusion of
Christianity. It is not now that the
ministry of the gospel shall take one of
a family, and two of a city, but that a
mnation shall be born in a day; for the
glory of the Lordis about to be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together. In
every age it has been said, «* Be steadfast
and unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord:” but the voice which we hear is
far more animating : < Awake, awake,
put on thy strength, O Zion;” for the
time of thy final triumph is at hand.
Vigorous and faithful endeavours now
shall be attended with a large and extra-
ordinary blessing.  There has been one
pentecost, but there comes a second,
and a second of superior glory, amidst
the results of which it shall be said,
remember ye not the former things,
neither let them come into your mind.
Dear brethren, isit suchacall that failsto
awaken us? Shall we not now arise, and
put on our strength? Can we be sloth-
ful while such a recompense is attached
to our labour? Or is there no bounty
upon exertion, by which we can be
induced to throw off our supineness ?
3. The appeal may be yet further en-
forced by the necessity of exertion in order
to the expected results. :
The glories of the latter day }\'lll
doubtless be illustrious manifestations
of divine power, and the manner of their
introduction will shew the honour to
be God's. But we are tooapt to think
of them as though they would be
achieved by a direct and exclusive inter-
position of the Most High, apart
from a continued and proportioned
employment of inferior agency; as
though, ina word, the great change were
to be wrought by some mighty power
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while men slept, or at least while we
continue to pursue the ordinary courses
of business or of pleasure,—yet such a
§entiment, when we come to examine it,
is clearly contrary to all God’s ordinary
methods, and to the most decisive indi-
cations of his will. Though he is the
great mover of all good things, yet he
acts by instruments, and not by himself,
in all cases where adapted instruments
exist. In the world of nature, he em-
ploys the elements of heat and cold with
their kindred powers to accomplish the
variations of the changeful year. In
the world of providence he makes man
the instrument of his own discipline, as
well as of the reward or punishment of
his fellow-man. And in the world of
grace he carries out the same principle;
he has never converted a single sinner
but by the instrumentality of his truth;
and whenever this blessed work has been
more eminently enlarged, it has always
been in connexion with an augmented
agency. The spread of the gospel
during the apostolic age is an evidence
of this never to be forgotten, and with
it agree all the facts which can be
gathered from the ecclesiastical history
of later ages, down to the present time.
Why should the future differ from the
past? Or where is the scriptural indica-
tion that it is to do so? There is not
the slightest reason to think that sinners
are ever to be converted to God but by
the experimental influence of his word,
or to expect any enlarged success with-
out a corresponding enlargement of heart
and of labour. Before they shall all
know the Lord, that all-important
wisdom is to be communicated by every
man to his brother ; before the greatness
of the harvest is gathered in, multiplied
labourers are to enter into the field.
Whatever had been told him, how un-
reasonable would it be for a husbandman
to expect an abundant harvest apart
from the proportionate culture of the
spring; or for a merchant to revel in
imaginary wealth, while he sent forth no
goods for which return could be made;
or for a soldier to exult in anticipated
victory without coming to the charge !
Yet no less unreasonable are we, when
we imagine that a wide extension of

Christ’s kingdom will oecur, without
corresponding exertions of ours. 'What-

ever certainty might exist of a large har-
vest, or of a rich merchandize, or of a
decisive victory, you would not scruple
to affirm in either and in all of these
cases, that, without activity, it could not
and would not be realized : nor can we
hesitate at all to say, that if the strength
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Immanuel’s dominion : but the triumph | would be, as it really is, comparatively

wa_aits, because the church sleeps; we con-
ceive, and we cannot hesitate to express
our conviction, that her slumbers pro-

voke the admonition of her Lord:

“ Awake, awake, @ Zion, put on thy

strength !” If we should point to the
efforts which are making, and the thou-
sands of wealth that are expended upon
his cause, it might be considered as no
answer to his appeal. Even here there
is matter of humiliation rather than
of complaeency. But his reply might
be, “this is not your strength. Seek
every man the conversion of his fellow,
and say every man to his neighbour,
Know the Lord. Bring to my service
not only the mechanism of societies, but
the fervour of the heart. Give me not
only your money, but your importunity.
Offer on my altar not only your wealth,
but your supineness; mnot only your
prayers, but your personal exertions.
Try me now herewith, saith the Lord,
and see if I will not pour you out a
blessing.”

If this were the principle of his con-
duct it would be perfectly just, for it is
only upon sincere devotedness that we
can expect him to smile. But consis-
tency is a necessary evidence of sin-
cerity. And how can devotedness to
God be deemed consistent, when there
is a cherished neglect of some of the

most obvious and obligatory modes of

its exhibition? If the various expres-
sions of missionary zeal were genuine
fruits of love to the Saviour and his
cause, would not the same principles
produce the equally characteristic fruits
of personal endeavour for the same
end? Can he be supposed to have
much pity for a sinner perishing at the

| stationary on the continent of Europe
| and in England. We should see falling
before the spiritual weapons of our war-
fare, the cannibalism of the New Zea-
lander, the idolatry of the Hindoo, the
ﬂ}eis{n of Boodh, and the philosophy of
Confucius ; while there would be per-
petuated in almost undiminished magni-
tude, the irreligion of Christendom, the
soul-destroying formality of its national
establishments, and the wide-spreading
infidelity, which now, almost unmasked,
riots in its domain, Would it not be
unnatural, and even monstrous, that the
extension of Christianity should have
such an aspect as this? Are we ex-
pecting that religion shall be thus trans-
ported instead of being diffused ? TIs not
the leaven to transform the lump by
first acting on its immediate vicinity,
and then extending its influence to more
distant regions? In truth, these remoter
conquests are by no means the chief of
those which the gospel has to win. Its
main battle will not be fought in the
islands of the Pacific, nor on the sands
of Africa, nor on the shores of the
Ganges ; but on the fields of Europe,
perhaps in the privileged sanctuaries
of Britain. What would it be to Chris-
tianity, if all the savage lands were
subjected to her sway, while the com-
panion demons of scepticism and irre-
ligion stalked through the walks of

literature, presided in the halls of sci-
'cncu, and prowled through the whole
circle of society; while in melancholy
proof of their dominion, the great ma-
Jority of every rank were revelling either
!in splendid or in vulgar sins? Is

| her triumph to be reduced to this,

that she is to remain stationary or

distance of half the globe, who she\\’sistruggling on the high places of the

none for one that is in his own house ? | earth, and to reign only over the Negro,

It is impossible ; and it is high time that
such delusions should be banished from
among us. Whatever there is of mis-
sionary contribution or effort, apart from
p('rsun‘u] and actual endeavour to save

the sinners around us, is but a mockery

of God,and an imposition on ourselves.

Why should our personal indolence
iated efforts by attaching

blast our assoct

to them a character of insincerity, if not
of hypocrisy, which forbids the Most

Holy to pour down his blessing?

If, indeed, a large measure of success
were to crown the present system of
exertion, it would give to the diffusion
of Christianity a most perverse and in-
credible aspect. We should see it then,
as in part we already .do,. oxten.dm'g
rapidly in Jamaica and Tabeite, while it

the Hottentot, and the Hindoo? We
cannot allow ourselves to anticipate
such an issue. From the whole earth
| which is to see the salvation of God,
| surely the European and the British
{lands are to be no exception. It is
here, in truth, that the grand resources
of the church exist; and for their evan-
gelization the day of glory cannot come,
until an energy proportionate to its im-
mense strength 1s put forth.

I an by no means content with the
bearing which this representation may
seem 10 have upon the societies, which
with high and consistent excellence, now
aim at the cultivation of the British waste,
and the cleansing of our polluted streets,
Even these societies are as yet feeble ;
but the strength ot Zion does not lie




3
t but for s
— £ Chrics
es he }
He
! 1 4
: . n .
T strengt I
\
Zi re W
st ' ’ :
vill wait n v
T her shaviber

1 day «
: L& W ’
r rtionate oo+
y lo )
d ¢ }
wh
. §
tior :
Was the
it of ¢
th t ?
.
\ sed
eping stioe
world d 1

when the heare.

felt piety of +
felt pee f the 1

IS
:

)
v
H
. t
O >
: 2 ¢
. i
r t t
3 "
at v
£ ¢ o1
Or ? v

: |
d t
nt
'
r
fel
0
Z
beta)

conver




PULPIT.

sion of the world than he has with the
growth of corn; in both cases he has to
pour out his blessing in order to give
efficacy to the means employed, nor can
the harvest of the spiritual husbandry
be separated from the industry which is
required in the natural.

What is the influence, then, of this
language upon us? We individually, if
we know and love the Lord, are the
parties addressed in it. For Zion to
awake and put on her strength, is for
every Christian to awake and put on
his strength in the cause of his Re-
deemer. Are we individually disposed
todo so? Do we mean each of us to
do, not only something, but all that we
can for the conversion of sinners, and of
every sinner for whose conversion we
can do any thing at all? With respect to
the perishing of distant lands, for whose
help our pecuniary aid is properly and
earnestly solicited, are we about to make
a contribution justly proportioned to
our wealth, and the inestimable value of
the object? And with respect to those
to whom we may have direct and per-
sonal access, our children and our pa-
rents, our servants and our labourers,
our relatives and our friends, our neigh-
bours and our acquaintances:—do we
mean to do any thing for these? Even
if you subscribe to a Home Missionary
Society, orif you are a visitor ina Chris-
tian Instruction Society, the first sphere
of action may yet be overlooked—it is
your own house and your immediate
circle. Do you mean to do any thing
there? For these, which are the most
hopeful of all efforts, we have immense
strength, but it has not yet been em-
ployed. Are we about to employ ity or
to f‘ep(‘:lt our excuses, and to perpetuate
our neglects ? Oh, if there were a person
who felt disposed for a moment towards
the latter of these courses, I would say to
him, is it nothing then to you, that by |
calling you out of darkness into marvel-
lous light, the God of grace has fitted |
you to promote so blessed an end as the |
conversion of the world?  Will the
husbandman toil for his harvest, the ;
merchant incur hazards for wealth, and |
the soldier risk his life for victory, wlulo; ’
you will do nothing fora far nobler end? |
Is it nothing to you that the (hﬂuslon'uf:
the gospel is so linked with human in- |
strumentality that it cannot be uqluc\'ed
without it, and that your Hlll!glfhnt'sﬁ‘i
and fearfulness prolong the reign of |
iniquity and multiply the destruetion of |
souls? Would you really rather that |
the progress of the
hindered, and that
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should die in their sins, than be at the
trouble of mortifying your ecarnality,
your pride, or your self-indulgence? At
all events, if such be the real state of
your heart, it is high time you should
come to the knowledge of it. Tell us
no more, and do not any more deceive
yourself by imagining that you are iden-
tified with the cause of the Saviour,
or are anticipating with joy the glories
of the latter day. The final triumphs
of Christianity are nothing to you, at
least they are less dear to you than your
carnality and your sloth. Though they
should never come, you would not strive
for the conversion of sinners. Vain is
it to tell you of the blessedness of Im-
manuel’s kingdom, or the greatness of
your Obligations to him; your heart
acknowledges no commanding sympathy
with the welfare of the world or the
glory of the Saviour. You profess his
name, but you are a dead weight upon
his cause, and no loss could it suffer if
you were to abandon it. But if yet you
cannot abandon it, O become worthy of
it! Bring home to your heart, by serious
meditation, the quickening appeal which
is made to you from above. Awake
from your slumbers, put on your
strength! Oh, let us not be men of such
defective character as to be an ohstrue-
tion to our Redeemer’s victory, and to
make him say, “I must sweep these
sleepers from the earth, and replace
them with more devoted followers, ere
I can cover it with my glory !”

I take occasion from this subject to
address to ungodly men one observation.
You have often wondered, perhaps, why
the gospel, which is by us so highly esti-
mated as an instrument of conversion,
should make so little impression. And
we acknowledge to you that the effect
of it is far less than might be expected
from its divine adaptation and appoint-
ment. But we take the shame to our-
selves. We have not been faithful to
our trust. You know perfectly, how
remiss we have been in endeavouring to
fix upon your hearts the great con-
vincing and persuasive truths of the
divine word; you have lived with us
without feeling that we regarded you as
enemies to God, or that we made any
effort to induce you to be reconciled to
Him. Is it wonderful you are still
impenitent? How different the case
might have been if our conduct towards
you had been different! It shews, not
that we are feeble, only that we have not
put on our strength. But that there is

gospel should be|a powerin God's word your own con-
men around you |sciences testify, for you dread to medi-
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only infuse into them the ingredients
of discontent and commotion, and teach
them to spurn their humble lot in life,
but that it would spoil them as husband-
men and artizans. The pulpit is not
the proper place to refute such ground-
less assertions. But putting aside the
political question, and looking upon the
subject only in its relations to individual
character, I am bold to say that the fear
would not be found realized. The best
test of ability and honesty in the hum-
ble artizan, is that of his spare hours
being devoted to a mechanics’ school.
In such men, the appetite for science,
and the acquirement of general know-
ledge are useful, and should be encou-
raged ; and though it is the opinion of
many that some check should exist, lest |
the mechanic should neglect the duties
he owes to his family, from the consti-
tution of human nature, however, there
is nothing to be. apprehended from the
principle of enquiry being called into
over activity. A taste for literature
and habits of sound workmanship are
not incompatible : indeed, wherever
they are found to exist together, so far
from unmaking the mechanic, they only
transform him into an artizan of a higher
elass. Let usnot, then, attempt to curb
the aspiring intellect. Let  us rather
hasten the rapidity of its flight, in full
assurance of its beneficial results. T'nar
were a noble achievement in mechanics
which should discover a plan from which |
should originate a system of more wages
and less work, that the labour of the
handicraftsman might lie lighter on his
hands, and his earthly blessings and little
comforts be increased; and that were
a still more noble achievement in phi-
lanthropy, which should teach him to fill
his intervals of time with the study of
philosophy and the pursuit of literature
and science, ’ d

Having said thus much in favour of
education in general, I feel myself on
vantage ground, and would proceed to
enforce the necessity of education in
religion. And here I would say, that
if the first kind is useful, the second is
indispensable. The alphabet is the very
key to the Scriptures, and to lay an in-
terdict on them is worthy alone of the
darkness of popery ; and yet there are
not wanting those who would withhold
education altogether from the poor, and
sacrifice their ecternal welfare for the
temporal good of the rich. It is the |
fashion with some, to consider the bum- |
ble classes of society only in n.]ntiun to |
their animal wants: their spiritual na- |
tures are never weighed—they are re-|
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garded as mere machines—their limbs
the levers—their living breath the mov-
ing impulse—useful only as they add to
their wealth, or as they administer to
their necessities or their luxuries ; esti-
mating human nature alone by the phy-
sical strength it may be made to yield
in its application to ghe toils of busy
artizanship. An avaricious feeling has
crept into our merchantmen, by which
human nature is brutalized. It is, there-
fore, more refreshing, on this Christian
territory, to see for so glorious and
wide an harvest so firm and numerous a
band of intrepid labourers. City Mis-
sion, and other valuable societies, framed
for the education of the people, are la-
bouring in an enterprize which has its
gains in heaven. I say it is most re-
freshing to find men endeavouring to
impress upon souls now in the darkness
of night a glory that is imperishable :
an employment which far surpasses the
commerce of the world. Tt is a reproach
to merchandize, that while it ealls for the
exertion of physical strength, it ecares
nothing for the eternal welfare of the
people. True, there are noble excep-
tions: there is a growing liberality
amongst us on the subject of education,
Among all classes of society we meet
men who are conscious of its necessity,
and even kings must find that the firmest
basis of authority, is a virtuousand awell-
schooled peasantry. That class is fast on
the decline who are fearful of educating
the poor, and the miserable policy of
that system of error, superstition, and
bigotry which would lay an interdict
on human souls, and barter away
the eternity of our fellow creatures,
istast shrinking before the light of know-
ledge. George the Third did much to
scathe it from ourshores. That revered
monarch bad said, that “ he hoped to see
the day when the poorest man in his
kingdom ‘should be able to read the
Bible.” The speech was worthy of an
enlightened monarch, and needs only
the Saxon antiquity of Alfred to give it
the highest place in general estimation.
Let us hope it may be handed down to
posterity as a great and glorious tradi-

| tion of the saying of a wise and a bene-

ficent king. Be assured, it is not be-
cause pecple know too much that they
will become licentious—but just because
they know too little. 'The way effectu-
ally to check society from aggression, is
to scatter knowledge through the whole
mass. This, indeed, is the only way to
counteract the efforts of the polirical
charlatan, whom the people would thus
be taught to regard &s the origin of dis.







sionaries was henceforward great. Who
shall say that a religion calculated to
produce such effects is chimerical ? The
discovery thus made by the Moravians
was carried by them over the world, and
this is the secret of their remarkable
successes among the Esquimaux of La-
brador, the negroes of the British Co-
lonies, the Indians of North America,
and the Hottentots of Africa. By the
last report of the Moravians, it appeared
that, in the] West Indies alone, they pos-
sessed 35,629 negroes in Christian com-
munion.

This seems to be the proper place to
determine the question, whether it is
best first to civilize or to Christianize.
Many sentimental travellers, smitten
with the air of neatness and order exist-
ing in the Moravian settlements, had en-
deavoured to elevate their characterat the
expenseof that of their Christian brethren
and fellow labourers. They had spoken
as if they believed Christianity to be a
graft upon civilization, and not civiliza-
tion a graft upon Christianity. There
are none who are more averse to such
praise than the Moravians themselves ;
and they have published a book to vin-
dicate their principles from the oppro-
brium attached to the mistaken praises
of their friends. True, they have en-
deavoured to teach their converts the arts
of Europe, and the two educations have
gone on together in such a manner, that
it is in some cases almost impossible to
settle the question of priority ; but scrip-
ture principle has ever been the prime
mover, and civilization has attended up-
on the footsteps of Christianity, not
Christianity upon the footsteps of civil-
ization. The message of God may be
delivered immediately to. all men, and
this explains the text, « I am debtor both
to the Greeks and to the barbarians.”

Had the members of some school of phi-
losophy, by dint of analysis, become ac-
quainted with all the operations of the
human mind, so as to be able to trace its
transition from savage to civilized life ;
had they framed a book of rules for their
Iu‘ugrcs;‘., and then, actuated by a great
philanthropic spirit, embarked from the
shores of civilized Europe to assist 1n
the education of the barbarous inhabitants
of an unexplored distant land ;—had they
succeeded, under those circumstances,
in gaining an aseendancy over the mm(!s
of the natives ;—had they obtained their

PULPIT. i

were wandering in nakedness, and buried
in intellectual depravity ;—it would haye
been an achievement so wonderful, so
dazzling, so brilliant, that our academies
would have blazoned forth titles for the
specific charm, and heaped their honours
on the heads of the successful adven-
turers.

Now it is not many years since that
the members of a certain college, though
not a l}tcl'ary one, engaged in such an
enterprise. ~ They went forth—they
tried their specific—they carried with
them a book, but it was not composed
by philosophers, and hundreds can tes-
tify to the results of the mission, what-
ever was the nature of the operations
by which they were effected. The island
of Otaheite felt the powerful influence
of their charm, and we behold its glo-
rious effects—a nest of grovellingsavages
has become a nation of men. It is, in-
deed, a wonderful transition, They
have now a written language, and the
light of seripture shines upon them with
refulgent rays. It is pleasant to contem-
| plate their well-regulated families—their

new-formed alphabet—their infant lite-
rature, and the holiness of their sabbath.
The mariner, too, on the bosom of the
broad Pacific, when the chime of the
bells sounds sweetly on his ear, never
| before heard in that mighty ocean, can
| testify to the misery and the desolation
( that once reigned in this spot where all
|is now happiness and peace. A few
| gospel missionaries had the doing of this
—but then they had the Bible. This
was the effect of pure Calvinistic ortho-
doxy, and a stern resolution to abide by
that system of evangelization which has
been productive of such great effects as
to awaken even the astonishment of un-
helievers. “ When God worketh a work,
despisers wonder and perish.”

However imperfeet other authorities
may be, such facts convey with them in-
ternal evidence of the truth of Christi-
anity. And you will permit me to state
in a few short sentences what that evi-
dence is. St. Paul speaks of one un-
learned coming in, who, on hearing the
Seriptures, fell down and worshipped.
When the apostles preached the doe-
trines of life many of the people wera
constrained to exclaim, « Of a verity
God is in these men.” How was this?
They felt a remarkable accordance be-
tween what they heard and their own
feelings, which assured them there was

children as pupils, and, in a word, trans-
formed a horde of cannibals into a race
of merciful and intelligent beings, teach- |
ing the™rts and decencies
people who, but a short time

something more than human in the mes-
sage. They next told them what they

s of life to a | needed, and the consciences of the peo-
before, | ple bore testimony to the correctness of
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