




HELD 'WITH BETHELEHEM CHURCH, PIERCE COUNTY GEORGIA
FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY OCTOBER 30 AN D 31 AN D

. l\/OVEMiBER 1: 1925 .

The in troductory se r m on was delivered by EiIder, W . R. Rhoden , of Su
wanee Association. Text Lst. Peter, 5,:2, "iF'eed the flock of God which is
among yon."

Afte r thirty minutes intermission the de legates 'a s s em bled in th e house.
The association ' was called t o order by the for m er moderator. P rayer by
elde r G. H . F'owler, of our ' body.

1. Head t he de corum.
2. Read lette r s from eigh teen churches minuted their State and enrolled

del egates names.
3. He-el e cted Elder W. IV1. Hyers moderator and J. O. Waters clerk by

ballot .
4. Appointed com m ittees as follows : On preaching and finance , 1. F .

. Rob er s on, R A. Griffin, F'. S. .McG ee.'
5. On Busineses, S. L " Youmans, J. E. Moody, A. M. Stewart.
6. To w r ite cor res pon d ing R W . Bennett.
7. Ca ll e r for cor r es pon de nce from Sister Associations. Received from

~h e Mt . Enon m inutes by .E l der M. L. Gi lber t ; from the Suwannee minutes by ,
W. R Rhoden. '

tl , Adjourned until Saturday morning, 9 o 'c lock.

SECOND ,DAY--SATURDAY
Me t a ccording to adjournment. Prayer by Elder J. P . Mikell of the Union

Associati on .
1. Cal led the roll. ,
2. Ca ll ed for petitionary letters .
3. Invi t ed vi si ting minis ters t o se a t s with us.
4. Renewed the ca ll for correspodence from Si ster As sociations . R e

ce ive d from the Pilgrim s Rest Association, Minutes by Elder E. S . W . Hol 
lan d; trcrn the Un ion Association , Minutes by Elder J . P . Mikel and L . L ,
Hegis ter; from the Ock-lockn ee As sociation, by Elder A. L. Pearc e, J . ',W.
Gardner and R C. La stinger; from the Suwannee Association, Elder W. R
Rh od en a n d C. D. D uggar; from the Mt. Enon Association, Elder M. L . Gil-
ber t, J . D. Hurst and R. R. H arrison . '

5. All de legates and vi sitors w ere r eceived by t he moderator ex t en d in g
t o th em the right h and of fellow ship.

6. Called for m arked lett ers, a nd a greed to hold our next se ssion with
New H op e Church, Erantley Co u n t y, Geo r g ia .

7. Ca ll ed for corresponding letter , which was r ead and re ceived.
8. THE CORRESPONDING LETTER :
We , the Alabaha Ri ver Primitive Baptist Asso ciation , now in s es sion

with Bethe lehem Church, Pierce 'Cou n t y , Georgia , to the a ssociations with
wh om we correspond se ri de th Chr is t ia n love and es teem. Dear beloved in
th e Lord. W e thank our God that w e h ave been bl est to hold another s es 
s ion of our body in peace and love, with a little ex cept ion . Our ch urche s



were a ll r epr esen ted , ou r co r re spondence wa s not as fu ll as we des ir e, yet
yo ur m inist ers ca me to -u sJaden with the go od n ew s of Salvation by 'Gr ace ,
knowing no thing among us save J esus C hr ist a nd H im cr ucified which wa s
a source of grea t co mfor t ~Q u s . Our n ext session, the Lord .wil ling, will be
h eld wi th New Ho pe Church ,' Bran t ley Coun ty, Ga., a t Hickox, A. C. L. R R.
Until then dear breth r en farewell-R W . Bennett, com m it te e.

9. On m otion called for r ep or t of com mittee on bu sines s which wa s r e
ceive d :

We, the Busines s Com m ittee , beg leav e to make th e following r eport :
We h ave exam ined the minutes of the several Associ a t ions, an d have foun d
n othing ob jecti onable, we r ecommed t he sam e course of business as appear s
on our form er minut es- -J. E. Moody , S. L . Youmans , A. M. stewart, Committee

10. Ca ll ed for r eport on preaching an d finance : W e, y our committee,
beg leave to make th e following r epo r t: We h ave r eceived fr om the severa l
churches $97.15. W e h ave a l lo t tud to our cle r k $40.00 for the printing of the
minut es , the bal an ce to be distributed am on g th e v isiting brethren-E . S.
McGee, 1. F . R oberson , H . A. Gr iff in, W. D. Griffi s , Com m ittee.

11. Retur ne d co r r esp ond enc e to Si ster Association s as follows : To the
Suwanne e Ass oci a tion, E lder B. A. Thornt on , R A. Griffin , S. M. Bennett ,
Lester Cole . To be h eld with Li ttle Springs eh urch , Un ion Coun ty , Florida ,
tw o miles sou th wes t fro m Dukes, A. C. L. R R. Com m en cing on Sat u r day
befor e the fourth S un day in Sep tem ber , 1926: . .

To the Union As soc ia t icn, R an dal Da vis , E lder W . D. Bryant, 1. F. R ob-
erson. . ' .

T o Ocklo ckn ee Assosi a ti on , H. R. McGa n le y, .J. E. Moody, J . O. Wate r s.
J . J . Meeks, Elder B. A. Thornton a n d Banks Lewis, to be: h eld wi th P le asant
Hill Ch urch , Mou lt ri e, Ga., co mme n cing on Sa tu rday before the fo u r th Sun-
day in Oct ober, 1926. .

To th e Pulaski Asso ciation B. A . Thornt on , to be h eld wi th Ch r istian
Hope Ch ur ch , 'Wil cox County , Ga .. eleven miles n orth of R ochelle , Ga. , S. A.
L. R R , tw o miles ea st of Pine View , co m m en cin g on Saturday befor e the
fit st Sunday in Oct ober , 19 26. '

To t he Mt. E no n Asso ciation, E ld er B. A. Thorn ton, G. H. F owler, R A.
Gr iffi n, S. M. Benntt, to be h eld w it h Hopew ell Ch urch , com m en ci n g on F r i
day be fo r e t he four th Sunday in Octo ber, 1926.

To th e Pilgrim s Re s t Ass oc iation , E lders G. H. F owler, B. A. Thornton.
and W. H . Bowen , R A, Gr iff in an d 1. F . R obe rson, co m m en cing on Friday
before the secon d Sun da v in Oct ober , 1926. '

12. On m otion t he minut es we r e r ead an d app roved, th e a ssoci ation ad
jo urn ed t o our next t im e an d pla ce. Prayer by Elder M. L. Gil bert of th e Mt .
Enon Associ a tion ,

·\-V. M. HY,ERS, Moderato r, Patterson , Ga .
J. O. WA TERS, Cle r k-, Bla ckshea r ; Ga .

ORDER OF PREACHING
Intro ductor y ser m on by Elder ' V. R. Rhod en of the S uw an ee Asso cia t ion ,
F r iday p. m., Elder E. S. W . H olland , 'foll owed bY A. L. P earce.
Sa tu r day a . m. , J W . Gardne r fo llowed by Elder J. D. Hurst.
Saturday p. m. , Elder O. A. Kn ight , fo llowed by Elder M. L. Gil ber t.
Sun da y a. m. , E ld er W~ R. Rhoden of th e .Su wau ee. fo ll owed by Elder L.

lVI. Gut hr ie, c lose d by th e m od era t or.

NAMES OF MINISTERS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES
E lder J. T. Min ch ew, "Waycros s , Ga .. Ro nte 1.
E lder B!. A. Thorn t on, H ickox , Ga.
E lder W. lVI. Hyer s. Pa tt er so n. Ga .



Elder W. D. Bryant, Coff ee, Ga. ' .
E 'lder G. H : Fowler;' Blackshear, Ga .

. Elder Lester Col e,' Nicho ls, Ga. '
Ban ks Lewi s ; Alm a . .Ga . . ' ,',,' , '''. , ", .' .I) Co

; I . ~; J' • 1,. ,::. I I , . ~ ""1 • .~ (",

", LICENTIATES'
Leo Bagley , J. M. Ga rver
A. H . Johnson .T. W. E un ice

R. W . Bennett.

NAMES OF CLERKS AND THEIR·POSTOFFICES
Ben James, W. H . Bowen, Bl a ck shear, Ga.
Bethesda, W. S. Le wi s , J esup, Ga.
Beth lehem, W. D. Griffi s, Bl a ck sh ear , Ga .
Bi g Creek, Alonzo Griffis , Screven , Ga.
Cor inth, J. D. Murr-ay, Odum, Ga .
Damascus , A. ·W . Bratch er , Coffee, Ga.
E l im, J. L . Me eks, Nic ho ls, Ga.
Ma rs Hill, J. J . J\,Ioore, Hoboken, Ga.
Moun t Pleasant (Ware County) P . G. Cols on, Bl a ck shear, Ga .
Moun t Pleasant, (Bacon County) C. M. Bl and , Alma , Ga.
Providen ce, B. M. James , Man or, Ga.
R amah, S. R. Jordan, R ockingh am, Ga .
Mout Zion, W. M. Tuten, Bl acksh ear, Ga .
Ne w" Hope, R . A. Gr iffin, H ick ox, Ga .
New Prospect, W. L. Mike l , Pa tterson, Ga.
Reh oboth, Walter Smith, 'War esboro , Ga.
R om e, A. M. Byet t , J a ck sonvill e, F la .. Route 2.
Sa till a , J. A. Moody, Scr-ev en . o«.

DECORUM
1. The Associa tion shall open and close with prayer.
2. Those member s ch osen by the chu rche s of our union .shall com pose

the Ala baha River Primitive Bapti s t Association.
3. The m em bers t hus cho se n sha ll produce let ters fr om their r espective

churches, certifying their appo intme nt, togethe r with number baptized , re
ce ive d by let ter , r estor ed, di smis sed. ex pe lled an d t otal number in fellowship
s ince our la st sessio n. ' ,

4. This Asso ci a ti on shall no t h ave po wer to lord it over God 's h er-itage
nor in frin ge on any of the internal rights of the chu rches.

5. Th e Associ a tion shall h av e a Mod erator and Cler k, who shall be
chosen by the m embers present.

6. It shall be the du ty of th e Moderator t o pr eserve order, t o expla in and
put questions, an d shall have the same ri ght a s any other m ember, provided
the chair be filled, but sha ll not vote unles s t he .body sh all be equall y di vided

7. It shall be th e du t y of the Cle r k to keep a fair r ecord of the . proce ed
in gs of the Association ; the minut es sha ll be r ead and ame nde d, If n eed ful ,
a nd signe d by the Moderat or and Cle r k before the Association adjourns.

8. Any ch urch petitioning by lett er, an d del egates for admission into this
Association shall be, if found ortho dox an d or de r ly, r eceived by ,t he , Modern
to r ex led in g the right h and of' fe llowsh ip t o h er del egat es. ' , .

9. Eac h chu rch, sh a ll'< hav etth e ri ght to se n d -t wo, del egates to r 'th e Asso-
ciatio n, an dn.'o'm or e:' " ' . .'. . ' '. . ' ,

10. E ve ry query presen tnd sha ll be fa ir ly stated in wr-iting a nd a pprov ed
by a. ma ior it y befo re be ing taken up. " " ' i . ,

11. Every m oti on m ad e a n d s eco n de d 'sh a ll co me und er th e observa t ion



of the As so ciation, unless it b e withdrawn by the person who made it, by
the consent of the Association.

12. Every person who sp eak's in debate shall rise from his seat and ad
dres s the Moderator in an orderly manner and shall not be interrupted while
speaking unless he departs- from the subject.

13. No person shall speak more than three times on the same sublect,
an d sh a ll no t ctn t in ue hi s speech for more than ten minutes at a time With
out leave of the Association.

14 . There sh a ll be no talking or whispering in time of debate or public
speech, nor refl ection cas t upon the spe ake r .

15 . When a case is decided by vote, there sh a ll be no more debating on the
subj ect.

16. N o m ember shall absent himself from the As so ciation without leave
from the Association.

17 . If any m ember sh a ll break t he rules of this Assoc iat ion he shall be
im mediately r eproved by the Mod erator.

18. These rules sha ll be read a t ev ery Association previous to enter-ing
on business.

19. It shall be the duty of the Association to keep up a corresponden ce
with other Asso ci ations of the same fai th , an d order that a chain of connec
tion may be preserved among the churches .

20. To give the best advice they can in m atter s of difficulty, and if the
union be broken between any of the sis te r ch u rches, to inquire in to the cause '
of the breach and us e their best en de avors ,t o r emove the difficulty; but if
the breach cannot be he al ed, to withdraw from any church which they judge
un sound. in faith or immoral in practice until they be r eclaimed.

21. To invite , any of the ministers to a s s is ta nce, if n ecessary.
22. i t sha ll be the du tv of the Associ a t ion to ,pr ov ide for the gen eral

union of t he ch urches, a nd not hold them in union that .su ppor t. any modern
mi ssionary, Bible or Sunday Sch ool union, soc iety , theological s chool, either
in the mselves or in any other pe rson, or in any society that is no w or m ay
herea ft er be co nst it uted under pretext of circulating the Gosp el of Chr is t, or
an y secret order, nor will it corespond wi th any association that supp .irts
or is any of the a bove named so cieti es .

ABSTRACT OF'PRINCIPLES SUBSCRIBED T:O .BY
THIS ASSOCIATION

1. W e believ e in only one true an d , living God; 't hat t he r e a re three in
the Godhe ad- 1F'ath er, Son a nd Holy Gho s t.

2. We beli ev e the Scripture of the Old an d New T estamen t s are th e
written word of God, a nd the only ru le of fa it h and pra ctice.

iL W'e b eli ev e in the doctrine of eterna l a n d particular e lect ion .
4. W e believ e in the doc trin e of or ig in a l sin .
5. W e b eli ev e in m an 's impoten cy t o r ecover him self from the fall en

s tate h e is in by nature, by his own fr ee will an d abilit y.
6. W e believ e that sin ner s are justified in the' s igh t of God only by the

im pute d righ teousness of Chr ist.
7. W e beli ev e that God 's e lect sha ll be ca lled. r eg en erated and sanct ifie d

by t he Holy Gi lOSt.
S. W e beli eve that the Saints sh a ll persevere in g race and n ev er finally

fa ll nW :IY .
3. We believe that Ba ptism, the L ord's Supper alld washing the Saint's

.feet ar~ ordin an ces, and believe that the only true mode of bap ti sm is hv'
immersion,

10. We ' believ e that the puni shment of the wi ck ed shall be eve r last ing
:1]H1 tile joys of the ri gh teous sha ll be eter na l. '



,
..

11. We beli eve that no m an has a righ t t o t he administration of the or
dinance of Baptism and th e Lord's Supper except such as are regularly call
ed and come under the hands of the presbetery.

12. We believe in the r esurrection of the dead and a general judgment.
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Ben James i P ier co ". , . . S. L . Youn~ans , J. o. \ ,:" at ers .. , G. H . Fowle r 1/ 01 11 01 01 0'1 11 48j$8.0013rd Ma y.
Bethesda Wa yne W. S. ' Lewis, C. Edenf Ield W . D. Bryant 0 01 01 0 01 21 0 11[ 4.00'!3r d July
Bethle hem . . . . . 1 P ier-ce ' . . W. M. H yer s , , V. D. Griffis " W. M. Hyers 01 0i 01 0 0 0 0 28 6.5511st May.
Big Cr eek , .. Way ne . , IR. W. Bennett , J . J . Oliff W. D. Bryant . . 11 0:1 0 0, 0 OJ 1 69110.o011s t Oct.
Cor in t h , .,. Wayne J . R. Westbe r ry, H. R. NlcGau ley . . W. M. Hyers 01 0 0 0 0 01 0 11[ 3.00J3r d Oct.
Damascus Bacon. S. P . Boatr ig ht, J. A. Ca rter G. H. Folwe r .. , 01 0 01 0 0 0 0 21 5.00 \4th Aug.
E lim . . : Cc tf'eo J . J. Mee ks, L ester Cole Lest,~ r ~ole ' 1 3\' 2'1 21 0 , 0 0 0 59 6.00,3rd Sept.
~1ars HIll BI a n tl ey ' Ma thew Ca rter, H. L . McC:loud J . T. Mmch~w . . 0 0 0'1 0 0 0 0 18 3.0011st Ju~e .
•\I t. Pl ea sant Wa r e G. H . Fow le r, J. 'V . Eun tce ., ·IG. H . Fo wl er 01 21 01 0 1 0 2 40 3.50 2n d MaY.
Mt. P~easant ' B~ c o ]~ . ,. , A. M. Stewart, Banks Lew~s L~ ster Cole 1[ 0/ 0\ 0 0 0 1 441 5.00\2nd Oct.
Mt . ZIOn ,Pi er-ce . . " E . S. McGe e, Randal Davis ' !W' M. H yers 01 11 11 0 1 0 0 261 8.50 4t h Mr ch.
Ne w Hope . . ,. , . ;Bran tl ey ., B. A. Thornton, R. A. Gr iffin B. A. Thornton 21 11 01 01 01 1/ 4/ 47/' 4.2013rd Ap ri l.
New. P rospect . . , P ier ce , Matthew R oberson , :VI. S. Murra y . G. H . Fowler . . . 1i 01 01 01 01 0 1 36 4.0014th Ap ril.
P r-ovide nce IW.ar c' E.. M. Cr ibb, Ran(~al Corbett f

J ·, A. O'Neal ·· · · 1 11 01 0\ 0\1 \ 1\ 0\ 22\ 2.25]2n d Oc t.
Ra mah I PI erce W. D. Bryant, 1. F . R ob erson . . , ·IW. D. ;Br yat / 6\ 01 0 0 0 2 1 64 7.5012nd Se pt.
l~ehobeth :Ware. Wa lter Smith , L eo Bagley ' ,ILes ter ~ole 01 31 1\ 0\ 01 011] 331 5.0011st Sept.
~o~e · ·1War E) W. A. Kin g , Walter Jordan ., ;J . T. Minc hew . . 01 01 0 01 5 0 0\ 251 8.65j4t h Oct.
,,--, a t il l a Wa vne . , J . E. Mood y , W. H . King IW , M. Hyers 11 01 01 0\ 0 0 0\ 16 3.00 2n d July.
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