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Proceedings of The Ochlocknee Association.
The Seve nty- Eighth Annual Session of th e .Ochlocknre Primitive B~p

ti ~t Association con vened with Live Oak chnrcu, Colquitt county, Georgia,
October 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 1904.

The introductory sei mon was delivered by Elder Richard Tucker.
T ext, St. John nth chapter and Lsf verse.

Prayer by Elder A. A. Knight of the Union Associati on.
hit. Head let.tersf'rom 8 churches and minuted their st ate.
2nd. Elected Elder R. H. Rhoden moderatc r and \V. E . Hunnewell

clerk.
Brd. Adopted last years minutes as our course of business.
4th. Head th e decorum.
5th. Invited visi ting brethren in the ministry of our faith and order

to seats W !th 11S.

6 th . Called for nerrtionarv letters. Received a letter from Tv Ty by
th eir messengers, Eld H. Tu-k-r, S. W. Crum; also from Ho cky Creek by
their messengers, W. Z. Stl'iLJling, W.M. Walters; was roc. ive by the
J)wdf'ratDl' ex re ud ing to the uie-se r.gers the right hand of fellowship,

7th. A rpoiuted counnitt es as f lJUllWS, on preaching and finance:
BI et.hren N E. Ohustiue, 1\1. R . Horn, F. 1\1. Renfroe together with IIH~H

se llgpr:.-l of this church,
'On business: Brethren T. A. Hedding, J. D. Johnson, J. S.Nol'man,

tozether wit h moderator aud cl erk.
- On deceased min isters: Brethren J. W . Stallings and MOSPEl Blanton.

8 Called for corresn ondence and r eceived fr om the Flint River AHSO-
ciati.rn: A. P. Fa.in and R. H. Alligood with a package of minutes.

From Uni on: Elder A. A. Knigh t with a package of minutes.
9th. Called for peti tionarv correspoudenee; none presented.
] ut.h. Appointed Bro. J. ~V Stallrnes to write ('OlTespnn d in g letf-r.

On m ot ion adjourned un tiI 8:30 oclock MOIJduy morning. Prayer hy Bro.
J.W. Sta Iings.

, MONDAY MORNING.
Th:· A:-~o('iatio[l met 'accord ing to adiourumeut. Prayer b) Eld. W. H.

Godwlll.
Called the roll.

2. Hel 'e \,\ ed the call for correspondence and received R. J. Wilder
Irom Flint Hiver.

3. R enewe-d the invitation to visitors and received from Flint River
J. 'V. 'VVdlianlf-on and Elde r W. H. Godwin.

4. Oil. led fer report of business commit .'ee: We vonr committee have
exan.iried corrr-spo ndina minutes and find n othiuz objectionable ir them.

5. R eturned correspo ndence as follows: '1'0 San Pedro ·Associat ion,
J. D. J ohnson and 'v. E. Hunnewell.

T o Flint River, Bro. H. M. J'ordan, Elders 'r. 'N . ,\\7illiams, E. H.
R hod en a nd BrG. M. M. Blanton.

T o U nion, Elder W. S. Stripling, R. A. Luke and B.H. Sirmans, J.
,L Giles and M. M. Blanton.

6. Called for marked letter and agreed that the next session of the
nss or-iab ion be held with Mt. Zion church, Thomas County, Ga., commenc
in g Saturday before tbe fourth Sunday in October 1905, four miles from
Coolidge on A. & B. Uy.

7. Called for co rrespondine letter and approved the same.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

'I'ho Ochl .cki ee Primitive Baptist Association now in session with



L ive Oak church, Colquiut Coun ty, Ga., t o the sis ter ass ociatio ns with
wh om she corresp onds, seude th greetings dear and much beloved brethren
and sisters in th e Lord. We have held a good meeting and we feel that the
Lord has made manifest hi s h oly a nd lovely presence among us. The
preaching' has been good and the br ethren and SIs ters have been lo vely.
'I'he n .x t se ssion of ou r budy will be h eld with lVlt. Zion ch u rc h ab ou t, four
miles northwest of Coolidge on the A. & B. Ry. wh ere and wh en we h ope
to meet you again. F urewell, dear brethren, till w e meet.

W. E. H UNN E WELL, U18rk. E. H. BROD EN, Moderator.
8. General meeting to be as foll ow s: F ir st di strict, first t:ifth:Sunday

in 1905 at Bethsarda ch urch, Colquitt Coun ty, Ga. .
Second di strict, second fifth Sunday in 1905 at Harmony church,

Brooks Co unty, Ga.
9t h. Call ed fur circul ar le tter, read and approved the same.

CI RCU LAR LETTER.

D ear br ethren and siste rs : H aving been appointed at the last session
of 0 :11' associa tion t v wri te the circul.r r Ie .fer fo r this session, I Will offe r
yo u a few th oughts all Matthe w 18-3. Aud said, V errly, L sa y un to you,
excep t ye be ccuverted and bec om e as L ttl e ch ild re n , ye shall not en t er iu
t I the kin gdom of h ea ven (church) . We noti ce th a t they are spo ken of as
"little" chi ld ren. 'I' he li ttle ch il d is en ti rely hel pless-s-d epeu deru for
k nowledge an d po wer as well as for food aud raim en t , and after being con
verted they realize that in the mselves they are desvi tu te, And this tru th
of bei ng littl e no ne ever reali ze until they are conver t ed . T his brings
them in t o-fellowsh ip with the h ou seh old of fai th, and t heir expe r ience t hen
is like that of Abraham wh o was called o u t of t he la ud of his nativity to
dwell in a land th.rt th e L ord would sne w him of. HIS ob ed ie nce was the
evidence of his eo nversion , an d made uiunifesthis far th in G od, And w he-n
h e was com manded of G od he as a littl e ch il d, h avi usr no WIll of his own ,
a bo ve that of the wi ll of t be F'ather, offe red t p hi s on ly begotten son . 'I'h is
W ,LS a full and com plete manifestatrou of the. lov e and P OW lH' of G od ov- r
the will and p o wer of ru au, by which G od is glo ri fied a ud the h ope give-n
t ,_mall. coufl c.ned . A ud as Abraham did not withho ld hIE; belo ved SO Il ,

but offered hi m UPOIl the alt ar, 'i t stood as evidence of lo ve an d po wer re p
re senting t he 1,-ve and pow er of God in se nd in g hl Hon ly begot ten Son in to
the world to s u ffer and du-, t ha: he mi ght rede- ui u s from ed 1 iniquit y and
through hi m to have ate ruul Iife. An d fur ou r co iuto r t and m st ru cti on, h e
says, " Fear not lit tl e flock, for it iHyour Fa h er's g uo d ple as ure to g ive
you the ki ngdom , II That ki ng d om that is not mea t an d drink, but ri ght
eo usn ess, joy an d peace III the H oly Ghost, tak ina .u s vile sinn ers fro m th e
wil es of nat ur e aud placin g us ill hi s kin gd om , an-d besto ~lS on us suc h love . ~
th 'lLwe are ca lled the sons of G ild . Aud then d - ar b re t hren and sisters,
we kno w tha t we are p nor helpless sin ne rs , lin worthy of the least of God's
mercies, u nable of our e.lves to di au yi hiug a '\ce ptahle with G a el. 'I'uen
we see th'-tt th e work of 0 111' con versi o ri, by wh .ch we are t ) en LeI' i n t » this
ki ng -lorn i ; t he work of g .-ace th rough Iai t h, by whi ch ve are kept ready to
be r eveal ed at the l !1-,;t t ime, H en ce tho wo rk of our eter na l salva ion.
Our lo ve for G .d, o ur h ope iu J es us, o m love a nd fell ow shi p for h IS ch urch
is all the result of G od's l .ive fa t' us. H~ i 1Ce ye are a ll ch ild -ei of G od by
faith 111 Obr is t J 818. A .d t 'l YO 'l i t, is g tven to k l O W th.. th ing s t hat p 31'-
t ai n t ,\ t he kjn e d orn of G od, and us su ch we are corn raaude d tc walk wo r-
th y o f the vocationwherewrt u \VIOl hav e been call ed, wln rn is on ly ou r r ea -
f'(l nfl,h ll~ du v, r em en .berna th at i t i s pl ai nl y tau aht i n God's wo rd i haf
"If ye li ve after t he flesh ye shall di e. But if y« t h rough the spiri i mu rti f'y
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the de eds of the b ody ye shnll Iive." Now dear. brethren, this together
with many other norti ons of Sc ripture, as well as our experience, teaches
ns that we should "Strive to enter in at the straight gate." And to this
end may the Lord enable us to live. I

10. Appointed Eld. VV Z. Stripling to write next circular letter and
G. W. Crurn alt ernate.

11. Called for report of fina nce committee and received from the
chnrches $26 55. We your committee recommend the printing of ()Od copies
of minn tes, 400 for the churches, the balance for corresponding purposes.
'I'he clerk tn r eceive $20.00 for his services and the remainder to be distrib
uted uuto the visiting min isters.

12 On Illation this Association rescinds the act of endorsing the Me
Donald faction of Pulaski Association. Prayer by Eld. R. A. Luke of the
Union At-sociation.

13. Adj ourned to meet at Mt. Zion chnrch Thomas county, Ga., Sat
urdav before the fourth Sundav in October 1905.

Re solved, That we tender 'onr heartfelt thanks to the brethren and
sisters of Live Oak church and the kind friends of the vicinity for their
kindness, attention and care of us during our stay among tbem, and pray
that God may abundantly bless them, both spiritually and ternporallj ac
cording to hi s tender mercy.

ORDER OF PREACHING.

Introductory ~ermon was delivered by Eld. Richard Tucker of Rocky
Creek church. Text, St. John 5th chapter and 40t.h verse, followed by
Eld. W. H. God win of the Flint River Asscciation. Saturday evening,
Eld. W. Z. Stripling of 'I'y 'ry church. Snnday morning, Eld . . A. A.
Knight of the Union Association, followed by Eld, R. A Luke of tbe Flint
River Association. Sunday evening, B 0 J. W Williamsou, followed by
Eld. W. H G odwin, both of the F'hnt River Association. Monday morn
ing, Eld. W. Z. Stripling (If 'ry 'ry church. Closed by the moderator.

ADDRESS OF MINISTE·RS.

Elder E. H. Rhoden, Moultrie, Colquitt county, ·G a. ; Eld. D. N. Wil
Iiams, Sizsbee, Colquitt countv, Ga.; Eld. M. J. Alderman, Hempstead,
Colquitt county, Gil.; Eld. W. Z. Stripling, Worth county, Ga. . LICENCI
A'PES:-A.. · J. Aikins, 'I'allokas, Brooks county, Ga.; J . 'V. Stallings, Bar
wi nk, Brooks county.

Bro. F. M. R enfrne was requested to write notice of the neath of Eld.
•J. F. McCann, which was as Iollo ws:

We, in the close of onr Association, received the news tbat onr former
.moderator, Eld. J. F. MeCann, is dead. Since the beginning of our Asso
ciation wh en W A fir st learned of the critical illness of our beloved brother,
we have been sh ruude d with sadness. .S till we waited on in hope of hIS
re covery, and when the sad news of his death came there was a gloom of
sndneas that. oversbado wed us that on e could see imprinted on the faces of
all. Ma ny tears tr ickled down the cheeks of those who so loved and es
teem ed him. With 0111' heartfelt S0ITOW; we implore the God of Israel,
th e G od that he so loved and contended for, to visit his family and friends
in thi s the ir h. lUI' of bereavement, and to comfort them in their sorrow, and
by his g'(-mtJa kindness and tender mercies enabl e them to say, Thy will be
done. By request of this Association we spread this on our minutes.



Rules of Decorum.
1. 'I'his Association shall open and close with prayer.
2. 'I'he members who are regularly chosen by the churches in our Un

iou shall compose the Ochlocknee rrumtive Baptist Asaociaticn, two
thirds of WhICh form a decoruui.

3. Meurbers chosen ::.ha11 produce letters from their respective church
es cerrityiug their appuinrrnen r, together WIth tuerr Dumber III Iel lo wsln p,
those received by experience aud bapt.isui aud otherwise, disuiissed, eX
communicated restored aud dead since our luat Associataou.

4. Thus ASSuCiatIOn shall lla7e no pu WeI' tv lord I t over God's hei itage,
nor intrrnge on the in ter nal rigt, ts of any church.

5. 'I'his Associauon shall have a .Moderatur aud Cierk, who shall be
chosen of the uieuibers present.

6. It shalt be the duty of the Moderator to preserve order, explain and
pur questions; he snall have the same righL uf HpeeCll a auo tuer member
provided the chair shall bd filled, but ::.hall nUL Yute except the budy lie
equally divided,

7. It shall ue the duty of the Clerk to keep a fair record of the proceed
ings of the Association, aud the unuutes taken shalt be read and uiuendad,
if lJece :--sa Y, and SIgned by the 1\iodeu1tor aud Olerk before the Associu
tion rr ses. 'I'he Clerk shall also keep a tile uf the nnuutes to be preseu ted
lfIt each Associatiou, auu snull take charge of the Associacion Iuud and pay
out any sum ou the order uf the Associataon. and snall be uecuuu tuble tor
all money deposited In the hauds uf tile Aesocta.ucu.

8. Any cuureh applying by letter J1IJddelegatt'::l fur tLdl.l~ittallce, which,
upon examination, if found orthodox audorderiy, shall be rece ivedby t.Iie
Association and manifested by the Moderator giving the right huud uf .1e1
Iowshrp to Itb delegates.

9. ~vel'Y church shall have a right to send two delegates to the ASbO- '

01 atiou, and no more.
10. Every motion made and seconded shall claim the action of the As

so aia t iou, except when withdrawn by the 1>e . SUI'. w ho unute It, "..n.n I,be
consent ui the Associauou.

11. Every person who speaks must rise from his seat andacldn.,t;t; the
Moderator, aud shall nut be interrup ted when speaking except \\ hen ile
departs fru.u the su -.iect, I

12. Nu person shalf speak mure than three times all the sarue subject
wrthout leave of the Al:iSUelatiuIl. .

13 There shall be uo tulkiug' or whispering in time of pu ulic speech 1101'

reflectrons cast ou the speaker.
14. Wheuever a case is decided. by a vute, there shall be no more debate

on the subject.
15. No person shall absent himself from the Assoeiution wi thout leave

of the NluuerJ1tur.
16. The .sssociatiou is in favor uf preachiug the go-pel, the circulation

of the Scripturesaud the advantasn-s vf educauou, aud J't::Co111IlJeUdS teu.J
perunce and morality in sreueral but tu her members iu puri iculai ; 'no wit.h
standiug she it' opposed to all modem iustu.unons 01 uieu, such as Mi~tiiUl1

ery, Bible tract at.d Sundn.y-School UfJlOl1 H.. cie ries, l.ugdlH'r WIth Bap
tl::lt S late couventiuus aud 1' . eulog.rcal ecnouls and such Iike, oecause their
connecrion with the church {If Gud Il::l uuauthorrzed by toe Scriptures. As
such we cannot fellow/" hip thew, or admit to (lUI' church. priv.lege s any
person who is therewith connected iu auywrse, beheving all sucu to Lie
speculutive III th eir uutu re aud fruitful s .iu rces fur c.uruptiua the chmch.
III r(~l )ttion · t ~ J Free lVlab 'il l'y, we recoItllllf-lIJd to our bre..tH' u who way ,tl
req,dr be atlached tu that imtelliity to ill1111ed ;a re ly wlthdmw thtrefrul1J;
and Wh tclU tJrethl'ell ld1ve t tl<:: dlUl'dl it l ld j .Ill tha t, trJ1it::l'l1lty, tiley are lWL

•



suc h as foll ow after the thin g's tuat make for peace and thi ngs wh erewith
on e mav eddy anot her . Rom. 14-19. And as su ch, unless they manifest
a su i table rep entance, an d i mmediately w i t hdruw theref rom, an d make
sui table ackno wledgements, shall be re jecte d Irom ·t he fell owship of the
church.

17 . "Ve reco mm end to the ch urch es co rup osi ng this body to receive
members who went off'wi th thB Miestonary a nd all other Baptists at tlHl
tirn e of tb eir separat ion fr om u s, p rovide d they hring satisfactory ev id euc e

~ of it l"~al bapt ism wi th a su itable con fession of faith, and n ot of.he rwise III

disorder, and n..t t o rece ive an y wh o have be'en baptized by th em siuc e
said s-para t iou only by experience an d bapti sm ;

18. "I'hi s Assoc ia tion hol ds t he I'I g'h t that if the union be broken between
f any of the ch urches and tJ.le b reach can not be healed, to wi th dra w fr OID

tb PL.I that may be d eem ed un sound in faith or irn mor al in practice u util
they he re moved.

19. To invite visiting b rethren fr om siste r Ass ociation s, and ministers
of o ur faith and order, t l) seats wit hils.

20. T o keRp a correspond ence with ot he ,' Associations of the same faith
and ord er, so th at a chain of eo mrnun icabion may be preserved t hrough
ont ll)l'~ den omin ati.m.

21. If any mem ber sha ll I r ea k the ules of this decorum, he shall be re-
p ro ved by th» Moderator. .

22. The rules shall be read at every associ ation prior t o entering on bus
iness.

23 The rules of this D ecorum may be altered or au.euded at any t ime
by a maio ritv of three-fourths of tt l" Associat ion .

ELDER E R. RHODEN. Moderator.
W. E. HUNNE WELL, Cl erk. .

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

1. W e believe in on e only true and livi ng G od , an n tha t t he re are three
in th e Go d hea d, the F ath er, t h ,· Son an d the H oly Ghost.

2. ~Ve believe tha t tho Sc ri ptu res 'of the Old an a New Testaments
the word of G od and t he onlv rule of faith and p ractice.

2. W e heh eve in the doc tri ne of eterna l and particular election.
4. We beli eve III the doc trin e of or-ig inal sin .
5. We beli eve in rnana imp-itencv t o re cover himself from the state he

is in bv nat u re , of his own f ree will and a hili t v ,
6. We believe that sinne r s ar e i us ti fied in the sight of God, only by

th e imputed rizhteousn es- of Chri st.
7 'We believe that G Od'8 elect shall be call ed, regene ra ted and sancti

fied bv the H olv Ghost,
8. :W e belle~e that t he saint s shall persevere in grace and not finally

f9.1L awav.
9. We bel ieve th at b ap ti sm and t he Lord's Supper and washing t h e

samts' feet are or d inances of J pSllS Oln -ist, and that true heli evers are the
only su bjects of th ese ordi nances. rand the only true baptism is by immer
sion.

10 'We belif>ve that th e punishment of the wick ed will be everlasting,
and th s jOYl-l of richteousn es s sh all b e etern al.

11. We helieve that no mi nis ter hal' the ri ght t o the administration of
the ord iua nco, on ly snch as are r egularly called and come uude . the irn-
position of th e presbytery. >

12. We believe in th e resurrection of the dean and a general judg-
ment. ELDER E. R RHODEN. Moderator,

W. E. HUNNEWELL, Cle rk.
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Hempstead B. H. Snmaus, .J. I. Buker 4th Sept $i'>.nOI4fi! I I

I
Monl tr le E. H. Hl.llloen , M.. M. Blalltun 3ro.lune 2:0°.1161 'I' I I
Talloka:-; Able Il ,gl'luu, J . A. WhqJplH 1st Sept 134 1: 1
Barwick F. 1\'1. 1{p.ll i r ue , J. .. W. St alhug» Ij4 t IJ I\ Ug 2 5(l14~ : 1 'I! I I II'
Mou l t ri» .\:1. R Hurll. F. M..Jordan 31'd Sept, 3.35 [)ll 21 4
vloultrr e Eld. D. N . 'VJll1arns, J. J. Giles 11Ht Ang 1.501;)4 1
Ohastrnu G. A. R edding, W. A.. Cha-t.in« hit Oct 1. 50 24 11

Eld. H. Tu('kt-'r, S. W. Crurn ,SI'd Sept 2.201~7

W. B. Str -plmz, Will. Waltms 11 2 J) d~ AP t '1 2 . 00 1 25 1 1
.J. D . J ohn-on, \Y. E. Hunnewell 2" d Oct 2.001;)7'
N. E . Ch usrain .•J. R. NOl'I/lftn j2nd Sept. 3.OO i6~ 1 \ 2
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