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the Eighty-second
of the Alabaha
Baptist Associ-

MINUTES of
Annual Session
River Primitive
ation.

HELD WI'TH RA MAH OH URCH , PIEHOE COUNT Y, GEOTIGIA
FRIDAY, SIATURDAY AND SU NDAY, OCTOBER 31,

NOV-EMBlE R 1 AND 2, 1924.

The Introductory Sermon was de ltvered by Elder J. P. Mikelt,
of our body . Matthew 6: 12-13'.

Ante r th ir ty m.u.utes intermission the delegates assembl ed in
tha house. The Association wa s ea.lled to order by the rormer
moderator. P rayer by Eilder W. M. Hyers, of our body.

1. Read letters ifr om ea,ghteen ;c,J}Ulrches , minut ed their state
and en rrolled del egates ' names,

2. Ele'ctedElder W. M. Hyers moderator, and J . O. Wafers
c le r k by 'ba:ll ot .

3. Read t he D ecor-um and in vited minis ter s of our fai th and
order to ~s,e)l!ts with us.

4 . .Alppoin~ed· commdttee s as tof lows.: On. Preaching! and Fi
nance , R. W oo Bennett , R. A. Griffin and W . D. Griffi s together
w it h delegates from thfachurch .

5. On Binsiness, R. Davis , B . A . Thornton and S,. L. You
.nans, togeth er with moderator and clerk.

6 . To wri te corresponding letter, Walter' Bennett ,
7. Adjourned until Saturday morning, 9 o'clock .

SECOND DAY-SATURDAY
Mdt ae cor dlng t o adjournment. Prayer by Elder B . A. Tihorn

ton of our bod y.
1'. On! motion, called f or .pet lt ion ar y letters .
2 . Called! 1',01' corr-espondence from sister associations. Re

ceived from 't he .Ochllochnee Associetron Bre thren J. oR . Willis,
R. C. Laetinger : f'rom the Un ion Asscchat tom. J. B . Coon, J . C.
R. C. Lastinger, W . R. Guthr-le 'and J. R. Morgan; from the Pulaski
A asocuatnom a p!alck of minutes; f:rom the ISu.wan ee, no t idings.

3 . Cal led f or marked letter and agreed to hold oun next ses-
sion with Bethlehem Church, Pierce coundy, Ga .

4. Oalled for Corresponding Letter, which wasi received.
5. THE OOR REISP ONDING J.JEiTTER:
We, t he Alabaha River Prlmlttve Baptist Association, now in

session with Ramah Church, Pierce County, Georgda, to the As
sociations with whom we correspond send Christian; love and
gr eetings. Dear and !beloved brelt1lll!'en : Through ,the love and

. mercies of God we have been blessed to meet again in an As
~:od: atioD:alcapacity. Our churches are all r epresented and re-
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port peace, with some , minor exceptions . Our correspondence is
small. We earnestly 'desir e acontinuationot "your iovelyc6r
reapondence . Our ' next session; the Lord willing, will be ' h eld
with Bethlehem Xlhur-ch, Pierce C.ountY"Ge:orgia, near Patterson.
s: C. L. R. R. ' rri;n then, dear brethren ": fareweH--:.Walter Ben
nett, 'Commit tee .

6 ., :R eitur ned cor-respondence cas , follows: To ' the'Suwanee
Assoctat ion, to conve ne with Shady Grove Chnrrch, Levy County,
Florida, five rnilee from Trenton, Eildel'\ B. A. Thornton" B. A.
Griffin and is . M. Bennett, commenclng S:3.'tulrday ,6efor e -the 4th
Bunday In September, : 1~25. , , ' '

To the Union Association, toile held whth. .Old .Union Church,
Lanier County, Georgiia,"comme,n:cing on 'Saturday before the 3rd
:Hun day in October, 1925, M. O. Knox , 'A. M. 'St ewart , Elder J. T.
Minchew, Elder B. A. Thornton and 1. F. Roberson.

To the Ochl ochnee .Association, to, ,pe .h eld with' Sar:disChurch,
Colquitt County, Georgda, 10 mtles east of Moultrie, Georgia, com
mencing 'on Saturday before the 4th Sunday in October, 1925, El-
der G. H. Fowle'r and J . vi . Eunice. . " " "

To the Pulaski Association, to beheld ' wit h Li ttle F'loclo
Qhurch,Tur,n.er ~ County, Georgia, at Clover-vale, 7 miles ' west of
Ashbiirrn. ' Geor gia, Elder G. H. Fowler, Elder B. A : Thornton
and J. J. Meeks, commencing Saturday before t he 1st Sunday ,Un
October, 1925. - ' . '

To the Mt. Enon Association-church not known- El,der · ·W.
D. Bryant.

7. Cal led for report of Committee on Business, wh ich was
, ialdopted : »r« your Committee on Business ibeg to rnake the follow

inl:?; report: ' W'e have examined the, several minutes .fr om the cor
respcnding associations and find nothl 'rrg objectionable in them
and recommend the same course of. bustness a s appears) in our
last year's minutes . Al so we recommend' that Rosemary Church
be dropped,f~9m our ,body ., The trouble which duals existed be
tween 'sist er chnnrches has been settled.-R. Davis, S. L. Youmans',
Elder :B. A. Thornton, Committee. - .

8. Called for report of Committee on; Preaching 'and Finance:
We have received fiom ',fh'e ' E:evem l ch:'ufr ch es' $95.85. ,We harve al
lotted to our clerk for the printing of the minutes, $40.00, the bal
ance to be distri'buted between the- 'vis it ing brethren..-W. D.
Bryant, 1. F. Roberson, Walter Bennett, R. A. 'Griffin, W: D.
G:riHis, Comnrittee. '
. On. motion, the ml.nutes were read and approved, and the As
sociation ' llIdijou rned to our next time and ip-lace . Prayer by Elder
G . H. Fowler of our Ibody . '

EJLDER W. M. HYEH:S:, Moderntor. '
J. O. WATERS, Clerk. '

ORDER OF PREACHING
iF r idialy, A. M. Introductory Sermon by Elder J. P. Mikell of

our body . Text Matthew 6: 10-11 and 12.
Saturday A. M. Elder Banks Lewis of our body, followed by

Elder Leister Cole ·of our .b od y .
Saturday P. M. El der L. M. 'Gut hr ie of the Union Association,

followed by Elder O. Ai; Knight.
Sunday, A. M. Elders B . A. Thornton and W. D. Bryant of

our body. '



Sunday, P . M. Gu thrie a n d O. A. Knight of the Union Asso
c.ation .

NAMES OF MINISTERS .AND THEIR POSTOFFICES
E lder J. T . Min chew, W aycross , Ga . Rfd. 1.
E lder B. A. Thornton , Hickox , Ga.
E lde r W. M. H yers , Patters on, Ga.
E ld e r W. D. Bryant, Coff ee, Ga.
E l de r J . 1~. Mike ll, W a ycros s , Ga.
El de r G. H . Fowler, Blacksh ear, Ga.
Elder Lester Co le, Nic ho lls, Ga .
E lde r Banks Lewis , Graham , Ga.

NAMES OF CLERKS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES
Be'] Jam es, W. H .B ow en , Bl a ck shear, Ga.
Bethesda, v». S . Lewi s , J esup , Ga .
Beth le hem, W . D. Griff is , Bl acksh ear, Ga.
B-ig Creek , Alonzo Grif fi s , Sc reve n 'Ga.
Cor-in th , j . D . Mu r r ay, Odum , Ga.
Damascus A. W . Bra tc h er, Coffee, Ga.

, E lim, J . L. Mee ks, Nic holls, Ga.
Mars H il l , J . J . Moo re , H ob ok en , Ga.
Mt. Pleasan t (W are Cou n t y ) P . C, Cols on , W a y cr.oas , Ga.
Mt. P le asant (Ba con Cou n ty) C. M. Bla nd , Al ma, Ga.
P r ov .den ce, B. M. J ames, Ma no r , Ga.
R ama h, S. R. J or da n , Rc~kingham , Ga .
Mot . Zion, W . M Tuten , Blackshea r , Ga. '
New Ho pe, R. A. Griffin, Hickox, Ga.
New P rospect, W. L. Mike ll , P a tterson , Ga.
R ehobo th Walter Smith, Waresbor o, Ga.
Ro me, A. M. Boyett , Bea ch , 'Ga.
Sat illa, J . A. Moody, Screven , Ga.

DECORUM
1. The As sociation shall op en and close with prayer.
2. Those m embers chosen by the ch urches of our union sha ll

tom po se the Ala ba h a Ri ver Primitive Baptist Assoclatlon .
3. The m embers thus chosen sha ll produce letters from their '

r espective ch urch es cer t ifyin g their appointment, together with
number baptized , r eceived by letter, r estored , dl smi ssed, ex pe lled
and. total number in fellowship s.n ce our last session .

4. This Assoc ia tion shall not have power to lord it over God' s
heritage n or infringe on any of the intern- aI rights of the chu rch es.

5. Tihe Aseociation 'sha.m have a Moderator 1' ,111d Cle r k, who
shall be ch os en by the members present.

6. It sh a ll be the duty of the Mpderator t o preserve order, to ex
pl ain a nd pu t qu estori s, a n d s hall h-ave th e same right a s any other
member, provided the ch a ir be fill ed , but sh a ll not vote unless the
bod y sha ll be equ a lly divided .

7. It shall be th e du t y of the Clerk to k eep :a fair r ecord 07
the proceedings of the Associa tio n ; the minutes. sha ll be 'read and
e mend ed . if n eedful , a nd s igne d by the Moderator' and Cier k ' before '
t he Asso ci ation a djou r ns. '.



8. Any church petitioning by letter and del egates for admi s
s ion into this Assoc irutionshall be, if foun d orth odox and orderly,
.!'ee,e:':vled Ihy the moderator e xtend ing the right h and of fe Duw '3hip
to ihe r del egnkes.

9. Each church shall hav e t he r .gh t to send two delegates
to the Associa.tlon , and no more.

10. Every qu ery presented sha ll be tair ly stated in 'wr it ing
and approved by a majority before being taken up.

11. Every motion made and seconded sha ll con.s und er the ob
ser-viat.i on of t he Association, unless it be wi thdrawn by t h e 'pe r so n
who made . t , by t he consent .of the As so cl ation.

12, Every ' person 'who sp eaks in debate shari r ise from his
seat and address the Mod erator in an orderly manner and sha ll not
be interrupted while s pe ak in g unless h e depart s fro m t h e su bject.

13. No person sh a llspe.ak rnorc t.hun three times on: the sa me
subje ct , and sha ll not con t inua hi s speech for more than ten min
u tes a t a time withou t le av e of t he As soc la t.on .

14 . There shall l.e no talki ng or whisperin g in time of deb a te
or public speech, nor r efle ction ca st up on the spe a ke r .

15. When a case is decid ed by vo te, th ere sha ll be no more de
bating on the subject.

16. No member sha ll ab sen t him self fr om t he Ass ocation with
ou t lea ve from t he Ass oci a ti on.

17 . If any m ember sha ll break t he rules of th is As so cia t ion he
sha ll be immedia te ly r eprov ed by the Mod erator.

18. These rules sh all be r ead at eve r y As so ciation p r-evious t o
en te r ing on busines s .

19. It shall' be the du ty of the Assoc iat ion to k eep up a cor 
r esp ondence with other Ass ocia t ions of the same fai th a n d order
t h a t a chain of connection may be preserved among "he churches.

20. To give the best advice ' they ca n in m atters of dtfficut tv,
a n d if the union be broken between any of the s ister ch u rc hes , to
inquire into the ca us e of the breach and use their best en de a vors
tv remove the diffi eu.lty; 'hut if 'ttl,e brea ch {;l3In n ot be Ilealcd, to
'wit h dr a w from an y ch u rch wh ich t hey [u dg e unsound in faith 01:
immoral in practice until they be reclaimed.

21. To invite any of the ministers to assistance, if n ec es sary.
22. It shall be the du ty of the Asso ciation to provide for th e

ge n era l union of the ch ur ches , and not hold them in union tha t sup
por t any modern missionary , Bible or Sum day School un t on vsoci ety,
theological school, eit he r in themselves or in any other person, or
in .an y so ciety that is n ow or may hereaft er be const it uted under
pretext of circulating the Gospel of 'Ch r is t , or a ny se'cre t order, n or
will it cor re spon d w ith any a s so ci ation that su ppor t s or is any of
t he a bove n amed societ ies .

ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPLES SUBSCRIBED TOBY
THIS ASSOCIATION

1. _ We believ e in only one t r ue and living God; th a t there a re
th r ee in the Go dhe ad-i-F'ather, Son an d H C11y Gh c ;:;t .

2. W e ,be li eve t he Sc r lji tu r o of th e Old a n d New 'I' cstamen ts
a re th e writt en word of God, a n d the only rule of t a it h and practi ce.

3. , V'e believe in t he doc trin e of eter nal a nrl IJ3 : ' ~ ti c ll la r clect 'tan .
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4. We believe in the doctr.ne of original s in .
5. We believ e in ma n's impot en cy to r ecover himself rrcm the

fa ll en state he is in by nature, by hi s own fr ee 'will an d a b .Iity .
6. We believe that sinners are jus tifi ed in the s ight of God on

ly by th e imputed righteousness of Ch r is t.
7. We be lie ve that God 's e lect sha ll be ca lle d, r egen erat ed an d

sa nc t .f'ie d by th e Holy Gho st.
8. We bel'i eve that th e Saints shall persevere in grace and

n ever fi n a lly fa ll arway.
9. W e 'beli eve that Bap tism, the Lord' s Suppe r an d washing t he

Sa in t's feet are or dinan ces, an d beli ev e that the oniy true m ode of
baptiam is by immersi on.

10. W e ber.erve th a t It hie punlehrnent of It he wicked shall h'e ev
er las t in g an d the joys of the ri ghteou s sha ll be et er na l.

11. W e be lie ve that no man has a ri ig:ht t o the admtntstration
of the or dinance of Baptism '2n d th e Lord' s Su pp er except suc h a s
:3lr e r eg ul ar ly cal'le d and co me u nde l' the 'han ds of the presbyt ery.

12. W e heleve in t he r esu rrecti on of t he dead a n d a gene ra l
j u dgm en t .



MESSENGERSCOUNT YCHURC HES
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Be n Ja,mes , ' IP ierce , S . L . Youm~ns , J . 0 Waters G. H . Fowler I 0\ 01 0\ 01 311\ 11 47 \$9.00\ 3r d May
Be t h es da , ,,:aynel . . •• . • W. S. L eWIS, Gee; . .M~r~ay " , ' W . D . Bryall , . . 01 01 0 01 O[ 01 0\ 14 4.001 3r d July
Bet h lehem . . .. , P ie rce , .. W. M. Hyers, W. D. GrIff is . ... . W. M. Hyers ". 31 4[ 01 01 01 2 11 28[ 5.501 1st May
Bi g Creek . . , i Wayne. R. W . B ennett, F. H . Thornton. W. D . Brva ut . . 51 01 01 0\ 011 1\ 69 \10.001 1st O~t. -
Corin t h , . Wayne . . , H . R. McGa u ley , Floy d Mu r ray . W . M. Hyers " . 01 01 010\ 0 0 01 11 \ 3.00 1 3rd Oct
D 2,mascus Bac? n ' Iwalte r B ennett, R an dal Turner. W. D. Bryan t . . 11 01 2

1 01 2\ 0 01 21 5.00 1 4th Aug.
E Lm ". Coffee J . J . Me eks, L. S . Co le ." L ester Co le 01 01 01 01 01 0 01 52\ 6.50 1 3r d Sept.
Ma rs Hill Bran tley Matthew Cacter, H . L . Mc rllouc J. T. Minch ew .. 01 01 01 01 01 11 0 1

• 201· 4.751 Lst June
l\1t. Pleasant Ware G. 'H:'. Fowler, J. , VI. E u n ice . . , .IG. H . Fowler 01 21 01 01 01 01 1 \ 41 \ 4.001 2nd May
l\1t. p~easant , B~con A. M. Stew art, Banks L ewi s . : ', I L e ster Co le 01 0\ 11 01 31 1 1 0 46 \ 5.001 2nd Oct.
Mt. ZIOn ."." . . Pierce W . M. Tuten, R. Davis \w. M. Hyers " . 1\ 1 01 01 011 61 251 6.50 1 4t h June
Ne w Hope Bran tley B . A. Thornton, R. A. Gr if f in .. IB. A. Thorn t on . . 0 11 11 01 01 0\ 21 491 4.251 3rd Ap r .
Ne w . Prospect , . " P~erce , .. M. C. Mu.rray, J . B. He.r r is IG. H. F0,w ler .. . 21 21 O[ 010

1 01 21 361 4.251 4th Ap r ..
P r ov id ence 'I'W a r e E . M. Cr ibb, R. G. J'ames O. A. Knight 0\ 01 11 01 0 , 01 01 211 2:501 2n d Oct.
R amah Pier ce W . D . Brya n t, 1. F. Robers on . . ,W . D . Bryant . . 21 21 01 01 01 0\ 11 601 7.251 2nd S ept.
R ehob oth , . W are A. H . J?hnson, W alter Smith '. . iLe s t er ~ol e 1[ 2[ 01 01 01 0\ 41 271 6.001 1st Sept.
Rome , ' ' Iw are , . . J. T . Mi nchew, R. W. B ennett . ' IJ · T . MIn chew ' 1 O! 0\ 01 01 01 0\ 21 291 6.101 4th Oct.
Satilla , Wayne 'I'J. E. Moody, J. W . W hitaker . . . iw. M. Hyer s , ~1JlL~1 O! 01 01 11 151 2.25 1 2n d July

i T ot al '3 161141 51 01 81 71221611195.851
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