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SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON

Tue Sovereiey Grace oF (oD, IN THE COMMUNICATION OF THE PER-
SONAL AND EFFECTUAL INFLUENCES oF THE Hory SpeimiT, TO INDUCE
THE SINNER TO REPENT AND BELIEVE.*

“But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you:” Romaxs vi. 11

“But ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you:"
Jorn xvi. 17.

“ Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended to the things which
aere spoken by Paul:” Acrs xvi. 14.

It is through the instrumentality of the word of God that the moral
image of his Maker is restored to the soul of man from which it has
been obliterated; but this result is attained by the reception of that
word as a whole—and not by the apprehension of one of its parts only.
The word of God consists of facts, doctrines, precepts, promises, and
prophecies. Any system of theology, omitting or underrating either of
these constituent parts of the divine word, is either essentially or pro-
portionably defective. The doctrines are based upon the facts—the
precepts are upheld by the doctrines—the promises are attached to the
fulfilment of the precepts—and the prophecies encirele the whole with
irrefragable attestations of divinity. It is true that it is the glory of
Christianity that its disciples are called upon to believe no doctrine
which is not based upon fact—bat it is equally true, that facts are of
value only as they, directly, or indirectly support the doctrines which
respectively are based upon them. The facts are made known unto
us for the sake of the doctrines connected with them. Take for instance
the most interesting of all facts—the erucifixion of Jesus Christ. The
fact is that Christ was crucified—the doctrine is that he died for our
sins. Of what interest is the faet without the doctrine? The Soci-
nian admits the fact as fully as the Christian who humbhly

relies on
the all-atoning sacrifice; but he denies the doctrine of the ':uouemenl;
and thereby annihilates, as far as he is coneerned. the value of the fact.
It is true facts constitute the foundation; it is no less true that the doe-
trines are the main timbers of the temple of truth for which the founda-

*The author is desirous it should be understond that as the discourse was
chiefly extempore, he does not vouch for all the illustrazions of the points ad-
vanced, being identical with those delivered from the pulpit. Having, howey
:lr, i-:irnc brief notes, he is confident he has not varied from the arguments ad-

uced.
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tion was laid. It is true facts are the bones of the system; it is no less

true that doctrines are (he WU 5 Wil i w they will never be
come active and operat ther lor our own or others’ good

The perfect barmony and the be proportions of d e truth
should doubtless be embodied 1n the due lischarge of ministerial la-
bours; and on an occasion like the present, a difficulty is frequently expe-
gienced by the individual appointed to speak before his brethren, in se-

Jecting from ¢

ture truth an appropriate subject

At atime, bowever, when wid wded efforts are making 10 under
valoe the importance of the dactr y of Bacred Writ, by altogether
denying them 0 be objects ol faith, and by stigmatising them as “mere
opinions” and “lheons t cannot be unsuitable to direct our attention
to that porton e aaed I he same eireumstances also
point out th ‘ s [ €soxd tn the communicoe-
tion of the personal and effe ' v of the H y Spirit, lo in

duce the minner o repend uliarly
claiming our consideration not oaly on aceount of its essential charact

but of the persevering

and (o bslveve an Christ, as one pe

boldness with which it has been attacked |

i N
some, and the crafty sinuosity by which it has been attempted 1o be
underm : 1 rers

Would the | - ir Tim ! [ tted, it mighnt I‘;n‘.- h.-.-n
desirable to hav iuced a lew 1 . the Per nal and Di-
vine character of the Holy Spirit. It vever, that such an
appropriation f 'imé may be a i s it would | nve
ent; ar ying ne s ire truth on these points being gene
rally : may proceed to notice,

i 1 Howy S X GENENAL.

n 1 VLS N OF A MINNER,

the opera g of the [hily Spiril on maller,

it is pec ! teresting o Sserve, that his agency in s formation
is aff red historiag in the very commencement of his
— ! Spinit of God moved upon the face of the waters

{Gen. i T sa writer in his unnvalled b graphy of the most
patieat m A vesures us, that, “by bes Spurit he hath gamished
the hearens txvi. 1L} It was andeniably the same almighty
agen!, w wWis ed 1n eflerninz the vanogs Inl‘!‘l?!_ no jess
lavely i 1t f mAS station of benevolence, than "l-‘-'“'ﬁr“" L
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their exhibition of power, which were wrought by our Lord and his
apostles; for, when these glorious effects had been attributed by the
malignity of the pharisees t0 demoniacal influence, OUT Lord charged
them with blasphemy against the Holy Ghost; in which allegation
there could be no possible propriety, unless the miracles thus attribut-
ed to Satan were the work of the Spirit. While on this point, it would
be eriminally unfaithful were I to pass over the solemn warning fur-
nished by our Lord’s awful denunciation, that whosoever was guilty of
“blasphemy against the Holy Ghost it should not be forgiven him.”
Far be it from me, to alarm the timid by encouraging apn idea, that
they have been guilty of the unpardonable sin; there is no such dan-
ger on their part; but 1 would most affectionately urge on the minds of
my hearers, how nearly the sin of claiming that faith on which ever-
lasting life and glory are made to depend, as the act of our own minds
unaided by any personal or effectual influence of the Spirit of God,
may approximate both in its necessary influence on the heart, and in
provoking the just displeasure of God, to that of the Jews who attri-
buted his agency on matter to Satan. The difference is only this;
they attributed his glorious operations 10 ¢ vil spirits—the upholders
of this doctrine to evil men. I will not say the Holy Spirit is equally,
but he is immeasurably dishonoured in both; and the danger is too
great not to make c\'or:,' thinking mind, much more every sincere chris-
tian, consider most deliberately and solemnly before he either adopts
sentiments, or associates himself with individuals, who may, by any
1im open to the

possibility, lead him to the commission, or even lay
imputation, of such a spiritual atrocity.

9. The influences of the Holy Spirit on the human intellect are no
less wonderful in their character, an d yet more interesting in their re-
sults, than those we have already been contemplating. hese influ-
ences are evident in the communication to the mind of facts the
knowledge of which had been lost, as well as in the revelation of those
which, through a long series of ages, were yet 10 come; in the instruct-
ing the minds of the inspired teachers, both of the old and new dis-
pensations in the truths of God; in imparting the capability of speak-
ing in languages of which the individuals thus inspired had pre-
viously been entirely ignorant; an':l in other methods which the limits
of a single discourse will not porxll}t to be entered upon. In some cases
the form in which these communications respecting the past or future
history of the world was sommunicated, is not stated; and where this
is the ease to attempt 10 supply it by conjecture, is perhaps both irrever-
ent and vain. The pr.;»phmic intimations were ¢

ofly given by the
medium of visions im,prp::«?d ‘I'\ the Spil’i( on the ima'z':;mli\'e ﬁ‘lt’\llt\'
sometimes while the body was asleep, and other times in its wakiné
hours. These visions, however, Were generally followed by explana-
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tions conducted either with an audible voice, or by an intellectual pro-
cess of which we are ignorant, but which produced the same results.

The gift of tongues, is perhaps, though not the most important, yet
the most striking of all the operations of the Spirit on the intellect of
man. Far from consisting in the uttering of a few syllables or words
in forms of sound never before heard of, as now practised under the
sanction of some excellent, but most unhappily deluded men, the gift
of tongues was a miracle which enabled its possessor to make full use of
the whole range of a language or languages well known to thousands or
millions in the vicinity of the abode of the favoured minister of the
gospel. How the human mind can be capable of such an instantaneous
aequisition of knowledge, of sucha character and extent, is indeed a mys-
tery; but the fact is on that account neither less true, nor its existence
less eredible.

The last kind of operation of the Spirit on intelleet which it will be
needful at this time to notice, is that of his teaching truth. This por-
tion of his work, if less brilliant, 1s far more unportant than the form-
er; since upon it the reliance of the chureh in all ages for the divine
and infallible character of the doetrines taught in the word of God
has rested, and must of necessity rest; and in a degree pmpwrtium‘d to
its importance has the testimony eoncerning it been made plain. Our
Lord, after informing his disciples that there were many things which
they were at present unprepared to hear and learn, assured them that
he would send them the Holy Ghost, which should “teach” them “all
things,” (John xiv. 26.) and should “guide” them “into all truth” (ch.
xvi. 13.) To this operation of the Spirit of God | would invite your
pmticular attention. In all the cases in which these promises were
fulfilled, it is evident, that the human mind has been instructed in
truth, without the agency of any written or oral communication. The
ap.,q;l.u eould not have been instructed by the forms of truth, which
they for the first time de

truths dire "":' by the .":'.n rit

‘"R'"i: l':wy' must have been taught these
The position, therefore, which has been
assumed by some, that the influence of the Spirit on the human mind

in eonversion, as di

rom the word, however, acting in conjunction
with it, is not to be believe 1. because the method of it cannot be under-
#lood, must be abandoned, or the inspiration of the New Testament must
be given up; since if the influence of the Spirit contended for is denied,
because the method of its operation is not understood, on the same prin-
ciple the divine character of the truths the apostles taught may as
truly cease to be acknowledged, because the method of their ac-
quirement cannot be apprehended. ‘T'he melancholy history of er-
ror, fully attests the correctness of this assertion; how many who
have commenced only with denying the necessity of the influence

of the Spirit on their own hearts, have terminated in denying the
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inspiration of the epistles, and in regarding the gospels as the produc-
tion of illiterate and ignorant men! & .

3. That class of operations of the Spirit the most interesting in 1ts
nature, and far the most momentous and glorious in its resalts, now
remains to be noticed—that exertion of his power which affects the
disposition, and consequently the moral character of man. It cannot
fail to be perceived in the operations on matter and intellect, that,
whiltever may have been the instrumentality employed, the Holy
Spirit was the direct agent in these operations. Whether a man break
a stone with the blow of a hammer, or melt gold by the power of fire,
he is in either case, equally the agent who accomplishes these results,
however different or even opposite the character of the instrumentality.
The harmony of truth requires the same view with respect to the ope-
rations of the Spirit; the work of the Spirit on matter and intellect
has been seen to be personal and effectual—that on the disposition
must be so also. To believe the former and not the latter, would be
to assert that the material part of humanity was more susceptible
of the operation of spirit than the spiritual ; which must manifestly in
its own nature possess a much greater adaptation to spiritual influence,
than the material part of the human system. It is true we have no
idea of the method by which spirit operates direetly upon spirit; neither
have we of the method by which spirit operates upon matter—as in
the case of raising the arm of the body in obedience to the volition of
the mind: nor indeed of the method in which spirit is operated upon by
the expression of thought or sentiment. It can no more be developed
how the oral or written expression of truth operates upon the mind,
than how spirit operates upon spirit without such expression. All}
that can be affirmed in either case is, that the human mind is so con-
stituted as to admit of such operations; and the proof in either case is
to be derived not from the demonstration of the mode, but from evi-
dence of the fact. I maintain that both facts exist, and that the evidence
of the latter is as clear and satisfactory as that of the former.

I by no means, however, design to affirm, that the word of truth, in
its oral. or .writ.len form. is not the instrument ordinarily employed by
the Spirit in his operations on the human mind; far less, that he ever
communicates to the mind any other truths than are therein revealed:
such an idea is the basis of all fanaticism; and is tantamount to a de-
claration that the divine word is incomplete, and inadequate to the
purposes for which it was designed. Were it to be admitted indeed,
that the sacred scriptures are the instramentality always employed,
still the personal and effectual agency of the Spirit wherever spiritually
good results are produced, is clearly necessary; but we are prepared
to maintain that to limit the operations of the Spirit of God on the heart
" ,"}.m oral or written forms of truth, is both contrary to the nature of
spiritual existence, to the analogy of the influence exercised by human
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minds on each other; t0 the experience of Christians in all ages, an 1t

the testimony and examples of sacred writ. The presence of the
Holy Spiﬁl in the heart, u-;mrdlvl‘, from the seriptures, is of more vI*
tal consequence than many are apt to perceive; the fruth can «.:;ly be
ju:ell'." said 1o be present with us, when we are “in remembrance” of 1t
1s there any Christian who will be willing to limit the indwelling of
the Spirit spoken ol in the text even to his believing the word whengyer
presented to the mind?  But if the Spirit of God be in the heart %A, n
the word is not present to t}

4
ot o the

memory. then the distinctive l,.,‘..‘-uq-,.ll
he Spirit is clearly proved. Even, however, were

t of God was never present with, or act

ing on

t mind t word oral or written was not, whatever other
valua i might 1, th 1 personal and direct
agency of the Spirit would remain untouched. The circumstance of
the mstrument

ity nh'lv;u'.wl by%the Spirit n his operations on the
disposition being apparent, so far from diminishing the evidence of
the Spirit being the agent, manifestly confirms the fact; the

of the Spimt”
The operati

riely ©

sgword
is not only muade by him, but exercised by him also.
ns of the Spirit on the disposition are indeed of a va-

wensurate with the diversified states of feeling of which the

pable; they may, however, be

human mind is ¢

summarily eomprehend-
ed h",' the terms regeneration ,|(;‘] sanctification:* or the ]l.ﬁphp'!pl!l ot

ance, faith, and obedience. As the remainder of this discourse
elineation and the proof of the influences of the

Spirit in regeneration, [ shall only here refer to some of those pas-

1 life are also produced.—We cannot help
| the ver

ry title bestowed on the Spirit
sncy in this blessed work.

If conquerors have

r ¢ eir it from the most celebrated of their achievements,
the triunaphs of the Almighty conqueror of depravity in the haman
heart. have ad ] the ¢ v of his name, and he 1s not f»lei.‘ the “'»"
by Spirit, but the Spirit of Holiness, Rom. i. 4.

“But ye fire not in the flesh. but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spint
of God dwell in you. Now

§

_if any man have not the Spirit of ( Jhirist,
ne of his. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the dead dwell in you, he that “;-..rj up Christ from the dead shall also
i n your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. For if
ifter the flesh, ye but if ve through theé Spirit do

he s n

shall ¢

deeds of the hody. ye shall live. For as many as are

Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Yor ye have

jved 1ne

pirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received

e 23 ) !
as designed to be conveyed by these lerms are still generally
" twithstonding the attempts which have recently been made to
sonfuse the mind by a profusion of words respecting them

L]
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the Holy Spirit, wherehy we cry, Abba, Father.”—Rom. vi. 1315~
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty,” 2 Cor. UL 17.—“For
we, through the Spirit do wait for the hope of righteousness by faith;”
Gal. v. 5—“Bat the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suf-
23 —“We both have access
by one Spirit to the Father,” Eph. ii. 18.—*Ia whom ye also are build-
ed together for a habitation of God through the Spirit,” verse Z=.
"f’ﬂl}'inf.r always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,” Eph.
vi. 18.—*God hath from the beginning chosen youto salvation, through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth,” 2 Thess. ii. 13.
“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet. i. 2—“Seeing you have purified your soul
in obeying the truth, through the Spirit” verse 22,—“ Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?” 1 Cor. iii. 16.—%“And such were some of |
are washed, but ye are sanetified

fering, gentleness, goodness, faith.” verse

wi: bat ve

! but yve are 1'1 tifie |

Lord Jesus, and ]J‘_.' the .‘*:u.‘i? of our God.” 1 Cor

know ye not that your bodvs the temple of the Holy Gios
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your ow

“Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the

ministered by us, written not with ink, th the
(God: not in tables of ston¢ it in fleshly “th
“And the disciples were | with jov., and with the
xiii. 52.—“In the comfort of the Holy ( thost.” Acts ix.20.—"T i

God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Gh

our '_:n.-pd came not unto you in but aiso il §

the Holy Ghost,” 1 Thess. i. 5.— “Praying in the Holy { ih

The foregoing is but a selection from the abundance of lestimeny
with which the word of God teems, to the fact, that the Holy Spirit
is the great agent in the sanctification of men. There are but two
ways to evade the force of these passages—t0 limit their applica-
tion to an age of miracles, or to affirm that they are metaphorical, and
that literally the word is the sole agent in producing all these results.
Is it possible that any man, having read these passages can put such a
construction upon them, and yet ask to be regarded as a christion?
That attempts 10 maintain these positions have been made, the history
ol the past, and present circumstances, alike testify. How widely and
how currently such notions as—that the word is the Spirit—orthat it is
inseparably connected with 1t—ot invariably accompanied by it—that
the Spirit influences us by the word only as we may each cther by a
Jetter; or that the Spirit is in the word as a man’s spirit is in his wnt-
ings—and such like approximations (o blasphemy, have been circulated
in this State, if the speaker can form but an imperfect, it is yeta lament-

able estimate. To any who may have received such ideas he would
2




guggest the question, by _'.\-?.1'.
of their bodies will be eflecte
ll,}lh;ll“het':t.urj.- 1 up Christ v . e o
your mortal bodies by his Spirit ¢ ds . i oy
‘thi’} Spint be the word—it is the Bible which is to effect their resurrec
tion! It is presumed, that persons entertaining this notion will be care-
ful to give directions that a Bibl

It would appeas
not answering the expectations of its advocates, it is n

W 10 undergo a

new modification. We are in futare to be allow
Spirit of God dwells in baptized believers, «

) beligve that the

I man's spirit
dwells in his i nd t it lovi « e, and all good works are
the cons: u s 1 fance '-"”---’-’u:.’;--l
formed b rithout N except the com

munication ol Lhe lacts, and 1 1 ¥ Line iner 18 o

exist

faith, it may be sirable to take a Ly { the
work; since mistaken ide n t t pr e serious
evils of an opposite character, bu ) ndonment of the
truth itself, with which they have unh v been a iated. Let us
therefore, consider,

1. [l does £ | fof a f [y of the mind

nol already I are i=ite to understand,

But no man £ { do hal a man
ought to do h I [ a man's faculties
be limited. his work of tl
Spirit to create obligations. | il rae of obligations

1 " 1
already wk to ereate facul-

ties, because to ale [a tes would to ereate obligations,
Again, that t facullies pec v to moral acts, exist indepen
dently of 1 nmu tion of the Spirit is clearly evinced by the

fact, that m i ol 1 ~ called on to exercise them, and

I 1 "
| éalls on men

Are conde lor 1 iplia I | el (>
10 exercise | y 10 not § Lo irge Him whose wisdom
is perfect with inconeeivable folly; but to represent the “Judge of all the

earth.” who m rlasting punishment
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lusion, may justly be classed, as far as its accessibility 1o argument is
concerned, with the “east wind.”—Repentance and faith, I apprehend

are not “dead works:" that is, are not works P

rformed in a state of spi-

crood ac-

ritual death., They are actionsof the mind; they are 4 1Y E .

lions; but action "‘li':"" life previous '_.), p -_;._,:__,'JIT. lh.tf
Apostle tells us that those who were “dead,” w » “quickened,” that 1s
made alive: “For | know" (s 1ys Paul to the Romans, ch. vii ver. 15:)
“that in me, that is in my flesh, dwellet} good t " Now repen-

tance and faith are spiritual actions commanded by God; to maintain

, is blasphemy more di-

that God commands any thing but what is g
rect than I am persuaded the minds of any of my hearers, under what-
ever training they may have been, will be willing to adopt: repentance
and faith must be admitied to be good, and therefore they do not
dwell in the flesh. To be “in the flesh,” is to be without the Spirit_
The uxprc-.-;-iun is used for exactly this purpose by Paul througzhout the

next chapter. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which

are in Christ Jes

» Who walk not alter the fiesh, but after the Spirit.

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they
that are aflter the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. So then they that are
in the flesh cannot please God. Bat ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.—Romans viii. 1, 5. 8, 9.
Are repentance and faith pleasing to God? Certainly— for he has com-

manded them: then Tuey ang NEVER DoNE BY THOSE IN THE FLESH.

“So they thatare in the flesh cannot please God.” But those who are nog
in the flesh are in the Spirit; “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spi-
rit;” and those who are in the Spirit, have the Spirit in them; “If so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you.,” The case therefore stands as
clear as the sun in its meridian glory; those only who have the “Spirit
dwelling” in them, are “in the § ;" those only who are in the Spirit
do any thing to “please God:” repentance and faith do “please God;"
therefore, repentance and faith are performed anly by those who have
the Spirit dwelling in them. Will any man then ask you, brethren_ g },

acknowledged as a Chnstian who owns that his repentance and _;}uut;
did NOT result from the indwelling of the Spirit of God? |f it should
be the case I trust he will ask in vain.

If | pursue l|1i’-i ?Il'ljt’!’.‘( ﬁmh-'r it is scarcely .;u_-.

cause [ entertain g
ions of divine truth al
ready quoted will be convineed; but rather for the purpose of manifest
ing to our minds the wisdom and goodness of God. in defending so ritai
a point with bulwarks so numerous and impregnable. With this view
I observe, that the fact of the effectual and personal influence of the
Spirit in conversion 1s maintained,

2. By the express connection of convergion with the divine d; lermi.
®atwon. Like other intelligent geuts, what God does he predeter-

lding to the assert

hope that any person not y
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miuves todo. (Strietly speaking, [ apprehend, God may be said to deter-
mine only his own actions, and to foreknow the actions of others. Ina
secondary sense however, God is justly said to determine to do
what he influences men to do.) As what God does he determines to do,
s0 what he determines to do, that he does. I am aware there are cases
of evil, where God is figuratively said 1o do, that which he permils 0
be done; but the case about to be adduced, manifestly cannot be thus
disposed of; the transaction is one in which no rgason exists, why the
eonnection of the Deity with it should be changed into a permissive
character only; on the contrary, the act in question is one which God
promises to do, “I will put a right spiritin you,” &e¢. and one which he
claims to himself, “not of yourselves; it is the gift of God” I ig
asserted, (Acts xiii. 48) that “as many as were ordained (TeTayusrot)
elieved.” The believing on which eternal lif¢ de-
ifestly be included in the ordination, that assures

to eternal Lifi
pends, must ©
eternal life itself.

This is apparent from the comstruction of the sentence. Tt is
not said, “and as many as believed were ordained to eternal life;"—
in that case, indeed, the ordication to eternal life might be said to
be the consequence of believing; but I may appeal to every candid
person who understands the principles common to all languages,
whether the construction used by the inspired writer, does not inevita-
bly invelve the idea that the believing here spoken of resulted from the
fact of the individual’s being ordained, and not the ordination from the
fact of believing. If this be the case, as undoubtedly it is, the only
method by which the being “ordamed” of God, can rationally be con-
pected with “believing,” is the predetermination of God to induce faith
jn the mind of the persons spoken of. This believing is, a good work

in the heart of man; and the agency which God employs to effect good
operations in the heart of man is the Holy Spirit. No one questions
¢hat if faith be personally effected in the heart by God, that his Spirit
is the agent; the whole question (and it is avital one) is, whether the

act ofbelieving be effected by God at all, or whether he only furnishes
the “fact™ and the “testimony” which are believed.

I am aware that this passage has been found to press so heavily on
more errors than one, that a desperate effort has been made to evade
its force by asserting that the Greek word rendered “ordained,” may be
rendered “disposed”™ or “inelined.” | ghall eut this matter short by de-
pying it in the most unqualified manner; and by challenging any indi-
vidual 10 bring a single instance from any writer, sacred or profane, in
which the word TETRYUEVOL, or any of the derivates of the verb TQOOW
are ever used in the sense of fuclined: till then 1 must indulgq a
painful regret, that any theologian should so far become blinded to what
is due 10 honesty isell, as (0 make such an assertion.

8. The influence of the Holy Spirit in conversion, that is, in pro-




ducing repentance and faith, may be aflirmed from the o mitinually re-
work of sanctifica-

peated assertions in ‘\“""‘.' [re r-_r-r.’_\- Tuence in Lhe

lion. A sufficient selection of | 5 to sustain the
work of the Spirit in sanctifying the believer, has already been produc-
ed, under the third particular of the first general division ol

course; and therefore, it is unnecessary to repeat them; the more so, as
llll‘ furemu.-l n the cause of error, are content apparenlly o rein ill
their steed, admit the indwelling of the Spirit in the baptized believer,

1al influence to the period before
h must, or at least, are
, as well

ls, that

and confine their denial of his per
baptism; that period in which repentance and f

commanded to be performed. The absu
iy

as its impiety, has alre been asser te nd the speake

roducing pro f of character-

he needs to apologize to his hearers for
istics so self-evident. The position controverted, then, is, that the per-
sonal influence and indwelling of the Spirit are given, and therefore,

are necessary, to produce “love” and *] ,? expressly asserted to be the
“fruits of the Spirit,” but cess ] efore not afforded
to prod nd Now either the influznces of the Spint

are necessary to produce love an not; if they are not
h will be maintain-

| sense, lore (J'.r.'-‘f

necessary, then God best

ed by none; if they are necessary, then, In a spiritu

Joy never exist without them. But the advoeates ¢ { this view maintain,

that repentance and faith 4o exist without such influ s; and there-

fore, that repentance and faith do exist w thowt love and joy. True
repentance existing without lore tow rds the Being whom we repent
having offended; and faith in an almighty Saviour—a faith having by
his express declaration, eternal lifi  to its possession—actually

possessed without one particle of joy! If this be not an absurdity, 1n

what region is one to be found?

But the impiety of this error exceeds its absurdity.
Hfﬂy Ghost condescending to carry on the we rk which man has com-
fore the more glo-

It represents the

menced: it allots to man the more difficult, and there
rious part, and to God the in ferior,both in point of effort and of glory,
It exhibits to us, man reflecting on his past conduct, taking just views of

his relation and daty to (Rod, expressing sincere sorrow for his ingratitude
and rebellion, turning from his sins and the world to God, exercising
faith in the Lord Jesus, willing 16 obey him at the risk of all his earthly

prospects, and even of life itsell; a rence, in (the
words of one of the a Ivocate mz error,) to "Ihﬂl
fatal and immoral maxim in popular theology, that special spiritaal
operations are necessary to faith.” Y es, this state of mind and conduet
iven to men to make

we Evangelist, Feb. 1833,

% 0ol tns so

without the Spirit!—*“the Holy Spirit is not

“sThe Holy Spirit; aD:
p.30.}
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them believe and obey the gospel; but rather because they have be-
lieved and obeyed the gospel.”® Thus the “seeking first the

of God;” the “agonizing to enter into the strait gate;” the “gutting
the right arm,” and “the plucking out the right eye,” are the cause, not
the consequence of the influences of the Spirit, being bestowed. In
ancient times it was deemed blasphemy, if a man made himself
equal with God; how are we 10 look upon these who make themselves
80 much his superior? 1 shall quote the words of our Lord, and leave
them to your prayerful consideration, that we may keep at the utmost
distance from its awful anathema, “Whosoever speaketh against the
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him neither in this world neither
in the world to come.” Mant. xiii. 32.%

4. The fundamental truth we are maintaining, rests upon the expres?
assertions of the dicine oracles. Aects xvi. 14; as quoted at the head of
this discourse, affirms that the Lord opened the heart of Lydis, that
she attended—and that Paul spoke. The decisive character of this
passage as ordinarily understood is apparent to every one. Two me-
thods are adopted to evade its force; one 1o assert that Lydia was
already a believer, and therefore, that though the operation of the Sp'uit
is admitted, the case is notin point; the other that she was not a believer,
and that the “opening™ spoken of was not an operation of the Spirit,
but an effect of some natural circumstances, as “curiosity” for mstance.
That Lydia knew any thing of Jesus Christ before this time, is an un-
warranted assumption (by no means a solitary one) of those who de-
claim against every appearance of it in others. 1f “curiosity” opened
the heart of Lydia, it is somewhat strange “the Lord” should be brought
into connection with this state of mind; it has generally and truly been
held, that people who hear from curiosity only, seldom get much good.
These contradictory methods of avaiding so plain a passage indicate®
melancholy harmony of determination, to deprive, in any case, the Spirié

*ILid. p. 26.

$18 i a circumstance of a charaeter as extraordinary as it is disreput
the pearties whom it concerns, thal many of thoss who countenance and
the individusls who maintain and preach that “thers is no personal
dm&’(ﬂ{ previous (o baplism, econlinue m-lr.ny that such

are Pﬂ)mlﬂ"" by the individuals alloded 0. W heiber intant = )
there mast be greal decepuon practised, and great delusion 0

eours=. Either the personal infigences of the are '
repentince and faith, or they arf‘:._l.(l.fc:rhey m."t?ﬂﬂ' no person can be
saved without repentance and faith nroduced by them. How any individuals,
who believe that these influences are nocessary, can by their presence, counte=
nance, and fellowship, suppost those who deny this essential doctrine, mustbe
matter alike of grief and amazement 10 every sincere christian. Wecall ups
them to separate themseives from the unclean thing:—"He that biddeth
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”"—2 John 11. That Mr. Camp:'dl
does still maiotain this ruinoas error, is unlumulx‘ o manifest to admit of &
doubt from the following passages in his Extra, No. V1, dated Aug

“That we may, in the light of truth, ascertain the true ardd heaven-

trine of regeneralion, we shall cautiously survey the whole process as
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would read it. and the only way in which the passage is sense at all, it
does decide the case that *faith,” not “facts,” not “testimony” only,
but “faith, is the gift of God, and “not of ourselves.” The miserable
necessities of a party, however, have suggested the palming upon the
public the equally ungrammatical and senseless construction, that
the antecedent to the relative, “fthat not of yourselves, &c." is pot “faith,”
but “grace.” Why who ever dreamt that the grace of God was of our-
selvesl Where was the necessity of introducing any such caution?
Where the propriety of asserting that the grace of God was the giftof
God—in other words, that the gift of God was the giftof God? But let
the Apostle speak for himself: e tells the Ephesians they are “saved
by grace,” “through faith.” Now faith, under whatcver mfluence per-
Jormed, is clearly an act of the human mind; from this circumstance
the Apostle deemed it possible they might find, as hundreds now do,
some source of spiritval pride: he therefore hastens o remind them
that though faith was the act of their minds, yet in another and most im-
portant sense, it was “not of themselves,” it was “the gift of God"—it was
God that wrought in them. There is no fear in leaving this passage to
the common sense of Christians and of mankind. The grammatical eriti-
cism, by which it is attempted 10 be perverted alike to error and 10 non-
sense, is altogether superiicial and utterly untenable.*

8 The figuralive expreasions of Scripture by which a change of
heartss aet forth, equally support the truth maintained. The whole of
our Lord’s discourse with Nicodemus, though figurative indeed in its
language, is directly m support of the view which has been taken of
this doctrine.—*“Unless a man be born of water and of the Spirit he
cannot eater into the kingdom of God:" “of water, even of the Spirit;"
the word epen, being an equally correct renderiog of the Greek con-
junction kai, relieves the passage of all difficulty. It is evident our
Lord was speaking wholly of an inlernal change, not at all of an ex-
ternal erdinance, for there is no allusion 0 baptism whatever through
the whole chapter, except the supposed allusion in the term “water”
manifestly the figure, of which the phrase the Sperit, connected by the

““ above passags was wrnitten, the author has referred o the admira-
ble exposition of Doddridg ., and the enitical observation attached by Dr. D.1o this
m - "'_h-_‘.,}- of the view taken already, thet be cannot re-

mlh‘, Bome explain the follow) g clause and this not

of yourselves,”) as if u weee only a repetition of what was sawd before, that
the constitution that made faith the wa

to salvabion was pot of their own ap-
but of God's. Bat this is .:hm‘ the guilty of a flat tauto-
for which there is no occavion. Taking the as we explain it, that
is, asserting lhe ag of dimine grace in the production of faith as well
as in the copstitation of the mathod of salvation by i, the thought rises with
great As for the apostic’s using 1he word (lowie) 10 the neater gende-,
10 signify faith, the thing he had just beforn been speaking of, there are 50 ma-
BY samilar instances 0 be found in seripiare, Lthat one w wonder how it were
jhle for any judicious critica 10 Mave relied so mach on this as they do, in re-
what seems beyood all comparnaon the wesghtiest and most natural in-
lerprotation. Com the original of the following texte Plul. | 38 —Eph.
wi. I8 —Gal. i 17 v 9 and for the Like construction of other Greek authors
of undoubted eredit. See Elsner, Obsere. wol. 1. p- 135, and Raphacl. Annel. ex
Rered. p 1%
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word even, is explanatory. Exactly the same ideais assigned in Titus
1. 5:—“The washing of regeneration, even the renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” Our limits will only admit of referring to some ofthe.pz.lssagtl
wherein the figurative expressions which attest the Holy Spirit:to ve
the agent in the change of heart wherever it occurs: John iil. 6—8:—
“Born of the Spirit:” John i. 13:—“Born not of blood. . . . but of God:"
—“Born of God:” 1 John iii. %:—ii. 20:—iv. 7:—v. 1. 4—18.

6. Our belief in this doctrine, is sustained also by the united testimo-
ny of all true Christians in all ages. It is at once highly consolatory
and deeply painful to make this assertion; consolatory in its aspect on
those who adhere to and defend this truth—painful indeed, with re-
spect to our feelings towards those who venture to abandon it. Strange
infatnation, that, professedly associated with a desire for the unity of the
church, a sentiment more directly at variance with the doctrine and ex-
perience of every existing section of it, than any sustained in modern
times, (the denial of the atonement of Chnst alone excepted,) should
be introduced ameng its members. With the exception already alluded
to, where is the Congregational or Presbyterian church, where the Me-
thodist or Evangelical Episcopalian, where the Baptist, in any quarter of
the globe, who would receive a person into communion on a profession
of repentance and faith, asserted notto be produced by the influences ofthe
Spirit? They all confess with united voice, that it is the blessed Spirit
of God, who hath made them to differ from the impenitent by whom
they are still surrounded: it is the hope that he began the work that
sustains their faith that he will carry it on in their hearts; and withun.
divided hallelujahs, they sing, “Him first, him midst, him last, and
him in every thing.”

7. Finally, I observe, this doctrine is sustained by the consideration
that there is no other rational method of accounling for the existence of
the fact of conversion to God—* Whomade thee to differ?” is the touch-
stone of the case. It isa principle of nature from which the Deity does
not depart 1n his moral government of mankind, that “like causes, ope-
rating on like subjects produce like effects.” If men are alike es-
sentially depraved, and if the divine testimony be communicated equal-
ly to them, and that is the sole agent by which conversion were ef-
fected, conversion would follow either in all cases or none; but this is
not the fact:—on the contrary in circumstances apparently the most
similar, some repentand believe, while others take oecasion only to har-
den their minds in sin. There is a difference either in the subject ope
rated upon, or in the causes operating, because there is a difference
in the result: either God acts vniformly on objects essentially differing
from each other; or otherwise on objeets essentially of the same nature
God himself acts differently. The guestion is not now by what method
the eternally momentous difference is effected, but by whom? The ques-
tion in its operation is analogous to that put by our Lord to the Pharisees,
respecting the preaching of John; “Was it from heaven or of men?"
They could not, or would not tell. If men are totally, and therefore
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