
THE SOVEREIGN GRACE OF GOD, IN THE COMMUNICATION OF  THE PER- 
60NAL AND EFFECTUAL INFLUENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO INDULGE 

THE SINN= TO REPENT AND BELIEVE• 

THE 

SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON, 

PREACHED AT WILLIAMSBURG 

ON THE 20TH OF SEPT. 1833, 

BEFORE THE DOVER ASSOCIATION. 

BY ISAAC TAYLOR HINTON. 

PRINTED AT THE REQUEST OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

RICHMOND: 

PUBLISHED BY WILLIAM SANDS, 

AT THEM DEPOSITORY OF THE VA. BAPTIST BOOR AND TRACT :CET! 

1834. 



	  



S U B S T A N C E O F A S E R M O N 

T H E S O V E R E I G N G R A C E O F G O D, I N T H E C O M M U N I C A T I O N O F T H E P E R- 
S O N A L A N D E F F E C T U A L I N F L U E N C E S O F T H E H O L Y S PI RI T, T O 
T H E SI N N E R T O R E P E N T A N D B E LI E V E. 

" B ut if t h e S pi rit of Hi m t h at r ai s e d u p J e s u s f r o m t h e d e a d d w ell 
i n y o u, h e t h at r ai s e d u p C h ri st f r o m t h e d e a d s h all al s o q ui c k e n y o u r 
m o rt al b o di e s b y hi s S pi rit t h at d w ell et h i n y o u: " R O M A N S V I I. 1 1. 

" B ut y e k n o w hi m, f o r h e d w ell et h wit h y o u, a n d s h all b e i n y o u: " 
J O H N x vt. 1 7. 

" W h o s e h e a rt t h e L o r d o p e n e d, t h at s h e att e n d e d t o t h e t hi n g s w hi c h 
w e r e s p o k e n b y P a ul: " A c T s x vt. 1 4. 

It i s t hr o u g h t h e i n str u m e nt alit y of t h e w or d of G o d t h at t h e m or al 

i m a g e of hi s M a k er i s r e st or e d t o t h e s o ul of m a n fr o m w hi c h it h a s 
b e e n o blit er at e d; b ut t hi s r e s ult i s att ai n e d b y t h e r e c e pti o n of t h at 
w or d a s a w h ol e — a n d n ot b y t h e a p pr e h e n si o n al o n e of it s p art s o nl y. 
T h e w or d of G o d c o n si st s of f a ct s, d o ctri n e s, pr e c e pt s. pr o mi s e s, a n d 
pr o p h e ci e s. A n y s y st e m of t h e ol o g y, o mitti n g or u n d err ati n g eit h er of 
t h e s e c o n stit u e nt p art s of t h e di vi n e w or d, i s eit h er e s s e nti all y or pr o- 

'  p orti o n a bl y d ef e cti v e. T h e d o ctri n e s ar e b a s e d u p o n t h e f a ct s —t h e 

pr e c e pt s ar e u p h el d b y t h e d o ctri n e s —t h e pr o mi s e s ar e att a c h e d t o t h e 
f•  

	

	 ulfil m e nt of t h e pr e c e pt s — a n d t h e pr o p h e ci e s e n cir cl e t h e w h ol e wit h 
i r r e f r a g a bl e att e st ati o n s o f di vi nit y. It i s t r u e t h at it i s t h e gl o r y o f 
C hri sti a nit y t h at it s di s ci pl e s ar e c all e d u p o n t o b eli e v e n o d o ctri n e 
w hi c h i s n ot b a s e d u p o n f a ct — b at it i s e q u all y tr u e, t h at f a ct s ar e of 
v al u e o nl y a s t h e y, dir e ctl y, or i n dir e ctl y s u p p ort t h e d o ctri n e s w hi c h 
r e s p e cti v el y ar e b a s e d u p o n t h e m. T h e f a ct s ar e m a d e k n o w n u nt o 
u s f or t h e s a k e of t h e d o ctri n e s c o n n e ct e d wit h t h e m. T a k e f or i n st a n c e 
t h e m o st i nt er e sti n g of all f a ct s —t h e cr u cifi xi o n of J e s u s C hri st. T h e 
f a ct i s t h at C hri st w a s cr u cifi e d —t h e d o ct ri n e i s t h at h e di e d f o r o ur 
si n s. O f w h at i nt e r e st i s t h e f a ct wit h o ut t h e d o ct ri n e ? T h e S o ci -
ni a n a d mit s t h e f a ct a s f ull y a s t h e C hri sti a n w h o h u m bl y r eli e s o n 
t h e all- at o ni n g s a crifi c e; b ut h e d e ni e s t h e d o ct ri n e of t h e at o n e m e nt; 
a n d t h er e b y a n ni hil at e s, a s f ar a s h e i s c o n c er n e d, t h e v al u e of t h e f a ct. 
It i s tr u e f a ct s c o n stit ut e t h e f o u n d ati o n; it i s n o l e s s tr u e t h at t h e d o c-
tri n e s ar e t h e m ai n ti m b er s of t h e t e m pl e of tr ut h f or w hi c h t h e f o u n d a- 

* T h e a ut h or i s d e sir o u s it s h o ul d b e u n d er st o o d t h at a s t h e di s c o ur s e w a s 
c hi efl y e xt e m p or e, h e d o es n ot v o u c h f or all t h e ill u st r ati o n s of t h e p oi nts a d-
v a n c e d, b ei n g i d e nti c al wit h, t h os e d eli v er e d  fro m the pulpit. Having, ho weever 
er, s o m e bri ef n ot es, h e is c o nfi d e nt h e h as n ot v ari e d fr o m t h e ar g u m e nts a d-
d u c e d. 
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sin was\ laid. It is true facts are the bones of the systems; it it no less 

tr u e t h a t d o c t ri n e s a t e t h e m u s cl e s wi t h o u t w hi c h t h e y will n e v e r 

b e -li e v e  a nd o p e r a ti v e eit h e r f o r o u r o w n o r ot h e r s' g o o d. 

T h e p erf ect h a r m o n y a n d t h e b e a ut e o u s p r o p o vti o n' of di vi n e t r ut h 

s h o al & di n d s ki e s b e e m b o di e d i n t h e d u e di s c h a r g e of mi ni s t e ri al 

l a e s a s o c c a si o n li k e t h e p r e s e n t, a di f fi c ul t y i s f r e q u e n tl y 

experienced by the individual appointed to speak before his brethren, i n  neglecting
 f r o m t h e wi d e r a n g e of s c ri p t u r e t r u t h a n a p p r o p ri a t e s u bj e c t. 

A t a ti m e, h o o v e r, w h e n wi d el y e x t e n d e d eff o r t s u r n N o ki a, t o u n d e r 

v al u e t h e m i m p ort a n c e of t h e d o c t ri n e s of S acr e d Writ, by alt o g et h er 

dis o beyi n g  t h e s e t o b e o bj e ct s of f ait h, a n d b y sti g m ati si n g t h e m a s " m e r e 

o pi ni o n " a n d "t h e o ri e s, " it c a n n ot b e u n s uit a bl e t o di r e ct o u r att e nti o n 

t o t h a t p a ti o s of G o d' s r e v e al e d will. T h e s a m e ci r c u m s t a n c e s al.., 

p a t o u t t h e d o c t ri n e of t h e s o v e r ei g n g r a c e of G o d i n t h e 

coormunica-tion of personal and effectual influences of the holy Spirit, t o  i n -

fl u t h e si n n e r t o repent and to believe in Christ, as one peculiarly 

M O N 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1) 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 e * a s m e m o of it s M a ntl e c h ar a ct er, 
p o s e d e m bi g b ol d n e s s wi t h w hi c h k h a s b e e n a t t a c k e d b y 

m u s e, a n d t h e c r af t y si n u o si t y b y w hi c h I t h a s b e e n a t t e m p t e d t o b e 

u n d e r mi n e d b y * t h e m 

W o ul d t h e li mi t, o f o a r ti m e hi r e r e mi t t e d, i t mi g h t h a v e b e e n 

d e si r a bl e t o h a v e i n t r o d u c e d a f e w r e m a r k s o n t h e P e r s o n al a n d Di -

vi n e o h m m et er of t h e H ol y S pi ri t. I t i s h o p e d, h A w e v e r, t h a t s u c h a n 

a p p r o p ri ati o n of ti m e m a y b e a s u n n e c e s s a r y a s it w o ul d b e i n c o n v e ni -  A a r 

	

e at; a n d t h at r el yi n g o n t h e s c ri pt u r e t r ut h o n t h e s e p oi nt s W a g g e n e - 	 k  

s all y m ai nt ai n e d w e m a y p r o c e e d t o n oti c e, 

T h e o p e r a ti o n s of T H E H O L Y S P I R I T 

U .  T u t  N M = w i t s O P E R A T I O N  I N T H E c o s e c a n t * o r • a n n u m. E V
I D E N C E B Y W H O M T H E F A C T O F T H E E X I S T E N C E 

O F T H E P E R S O N A L A N D E F F E C T U A L I N F L U E N C E O F T H E F I R S T l i t  C O  
SUSTAINED. 

T H E O P E R A T I O N S o r r u t H o t s S m a r r i s m ri m a. u wi t h p r o. 

t a d s ' d r e s s e r, a d mit s of t h e f oll o wi n g cl a s sifi c ati o n s. 

ill b e r r a b o a s u p o n m a t t e r. 

I . Illi v e r e gi o n s m e  intellectual rapacity. 

illi e s p w e di m o di e r eili e m 

I.  b o a r 	0 0 4 0iiv oti o ne of t he H oly S pirit Ba ptist ea matter 
i t  i t  P l  k l i s e i s d n  b   d e w % c h at As m ul et e er i n h e f o e m ati os 
a m m o ' s w h y d m i n s pi r e d o f  t h e v e r y  

ii m e s h a s, m e n d t h e S piri t G o d m o v e d u p o n t h e i k a s a t e t h e w a t e r s. ° 

( A f t L t ) T h e m a d, mi m e d i s I d a *t wi n n e d bi o gr a p h er of t h e  

p ati e nt of t ar e s s h e a n 1 1 1 1 1. 1 1 tilt c h at . * h i s B a it   b
e d b ot h s a m e s b e d  

t h e h e a v e n s, " ( J o b s sti vi. 1 1 1 ) I t w a s u n d e ni a bl y t h e l a m a s al mi g h t y 

n g e n s w hi c h WI GS e m pl o y e d i n eff e ct * t h e m erl o n s mir a cl e, a n d h a g s 

Will s i s t h ei r m a nif e s t a ti o n of b e n e v ol e n c e, t h a n u s ti g aill ei r a t i s 



• r 
, 

5 

their exhibition of power, which were wrought by our Lord and his 
apostles; for, when these glorious effects had been attributed by the 
malignity of the pharisees to demoniacal influence, our Lord charged 

them with blasphemy against the Holy Ghost; in which allegation 
there could be no possible propriety, unless the miracles thus attribut-
ed to Satan were the work of the Spirit. While on this point, it would 
be criminally unfaithful were I to pass over the solemn warning fur-
nished by our Lord's awful denunciation, that whosoever was guilty of 
"blasphemy against the Holy Ghost it should nut be forgiven him." 
Far he it from me, to alarm the timid by encouraging an idea, that 
they have been guilty of the unpardonable sin; there is no such dan-
ger on their part; but I would most affectionately urge on the minds of 
my hearers, how nearly the sin of claiming that faith on which ever-
lasting life and glory are made to depend, as the act of our own minds 
unaided by any personal or effectual influence of the Spirit of God, 
may approximate both in its necessary influence on the heart, and in 
provoking the just displeasure of God, to that of the Jews who attri-
buted his agency on matter to Satan. The difference is only this; 
they attributed his glorious operations to evil spirits—the upholders 

of this doctrine to evil men. I will not say the Holy Spirit is equally, 
but he is immeasurably dishonoured in both; and the danger is too 
great not to make every thinking mind, much more every sincere chris-
tian, consider most deliberately and solemnly before he either adopts 
sentiments, or associates himself with individuals, who may, by any 
possibility, lead him to the commission, or even lay him open to the 
imputation, of such a spiritual atrocity. 

2. The influences of the This Spirit on the human intellect are no 
less wonderful in their character, and yet more interesting in their re-
sults, than those we have already been contemplating. These influ-
ences are evident in the communication to the mind of facts the 
knowledge of which had been lost, as well as in the revelation of those 
which, through a long series of ages, were yet to come; in the instruct-
ing the minds of the inspired teachers, both of the old and new dis-
pensations in the truths of God; in imparting the capability of speak-
ing in languages of which the individuals thus inspired had pre-
viously been entirely ignorant; and in other methods which the limits 
of a single discourse will not permit to be entered upon. In some cases 
the form in which these communications respecting the past or future 
history of the world was communicated, is not stated; and where this 
is the case to attempt to supply it by conjecture, is perhaps both irrever-
ent and vain. The prophetic intimations were chiefly given by the 
medium of visions impressed by the Spirit on the imaginative faculty 
sometimes while the body was asleep, and other times in its waking 
hours. These visions, however, Were generally followed by explana- 
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ti o n s c o n d u ct e d eit h e r wit h a n a u di bl e v oi c e, o r b y a n i nt ell e ct u al p r o- 
c ess of w hi c h w e a r e i g n o r a nt, b ut w hi c h p r o d u c e d t h e s a m e r e s ult s. 

T h e gift of t o n g u e s, is p e r h a ps, t h o u g h n ot t h e m o st i m p o rt a nt, y et 

t h e m o st st ri ki n g of all t h e o p e r ati o n s of t h e S pi rit o n t h e i nt ell e ct of 
m a n. F a r f r o m c o n si sti n g i n t h e utt e ri n g of a f e w s yll a bl e s o r w o r d s 
i n f o r m s of s o u n d n e v e r b ef o r e h e a r d of, a s n o w p r a cti s e d u n d e r t h e 
s a n cti o n of s o m e e x c ell e nt, b ut m o st u n h a p pil y d el u d e d m e n, t h e gift 
of t o n g u es w as a mi r a cl e w hi c h e n a bl e d its p oss ess o r t o m a k e f ull us e of 
t h e w h ol e r a n g e of a l a n g u a g e o r l a n g u a g es w ell k n o w n t o t h o us a n ds o r 

milli o n s i n t h e vi ci nit y of t h e a b o d e of t h e f a v o u r e d mi ni st e r of t h e 
g o s p el. H o w t h e h u m a n mi n d c a n b e c a p a bl e of s u c h a n i nst a nt a n e o us 
a c q uisiti o n of k n o wl e d g e, of s u c h a c h a r a ct e r a n d e xt e nt, is i n d e e d a m ys-

t e r y; b ut t h e f a ct i s o n t h at a c c o u nt n eit h e r l e s s t r u e, n o r it s e xi st e n c e 

l e s s c r e di bl e. 

T h e l a st ki n d of o p e r ati o n of t h e S pi rit o n i nt ell e ct w hi c h it will b e 
n e e df ul at t hi s ti m e t o n oti c e, i s t h at of hi s t e a c hi n g t r ut h. T hi s p o r- 
ti o n of hi s w o r k, if l e s s b rilli a nt, i s f a r m o r e i m p o rt a nt t h a n t h e f o r m-
e r; si n c e u p o n it t h e r eli a n c e of t h e c h u r c h i n all a g e s f o r t h e di vi n e 
a n d i nf alli bl e c h ar a ct er of t h e d o ctri n e s t a u g ht i n t h e w or d of G o d 
h a s r e st e d, a n d m u st of n e c e s sit y r e st; a n d i n a d e gr e e pr o p orti o n e d t o 

it s i m p o rt a n c e h a s t h e t e sti m o n y c o n c e r ni n g it b e e n m a d e pl ai n. O u r 

L o r d, aft e r i nf o r mi n g hi s di s ci pl e s t h at t h e r e w e r e m a n y t hi n g s w hi c h 

t h e y w e r e at p r e s e nt u n p r e p a r e d t o h e a r a n d l e a nt, a s s u r e d t h e m t h at 

h e w o ul d s e n d t h e m t h e H ol y G h o st, w hi c h s h o ul d "t e a c h " t h e m " all 
t hi n g s. " ( J o h n xi v. t d.) a n d s h o ul d " g ui d e " t h e m "i nt o all t r ut h " ( c h. 
x vi. 1 3.) T o t hi s o p e r ati o n of t h e S pi rit of G o d I w o ul d i n vit e y o u r 
p a rti c ul a r att e nti o n. I n all t h e c a s e s i n w hi c h t h e s e p r o mi s e s w e r e 

f ulfill e d, it i s e vi d e nt, t h at t h e h u m a n mi n d h a s b e e n i n st r u ct e d i n 
t r ut h, wit h o ut t h e a g e n c y of a n y w ritt e n o r o r al c o m m u ni c ati o n. T h e 
a p o stl e s c o ul d n ot h a v e b e e n i n st r u ct e d b y t h e f o r m s of t r ut h, w hi c h 

t h e y f o r t h e fi r st ti m e d e v el o p e d; t h e y m u st h a v e b e e n t a u g ht t h e s e 

t r ut hs di r e ctl y b y t h e S pi rit. T h e p o siti o n, t h e r ef o r e, w hi c h h a s b e e n 

a s s u m e d b y s o m e, t h at t h e i nfl u e n c e of t h e S pi rit o n t h e h u m a n mi n d 

i n c o n v e rsi o n, as disti n ct f r o m t h e w o r d, h o w e v e r, a cti n g i n c o nj u n cti o n 

wit h it. i s n ot t o b e b eli e v e d, b e c a u s e t h e m et h o d of it c a n n ot b e u n d e r-

st o o d, m ust b e a b a n d o n e d, o r t h e i n s pi r ati o n of t h e N e w T e st a m e nt m u st 
b e gi v e n u p; si n c e if t h e i nfl u e n c e of t h e S pirit c o nt e n d e d f o r i s d e ni e d, 

b e c a u s e t h e m et h o d of it s o p er ati o n i s n ot u n d er st o o d, o n t h e s a m e p ri n-

ci pl e t h e di vi n e c h a r a ct e r o f t h e t r ut h s t h e a p o stl e s t a u g ht m a y a s 

t r ul y c e a s e t o h e a c k n o wl e d g e d, b e c a u s e t h e m et h o d of t h ei r a c-
q ui r e m e nt c a n n ot b e a p p r e h e n d e d. T h e m el a n c h ol y hi st o r y of e r-

r o r, f ull y att e st s t h e c o r r e ct n e s s of t hi s a s s e rti o n; h o w m a n y w h o 
h a v e c o m m e n c e d o nl y wit h d e n yi n g t h e n e c e s sit y of t h e i nfl u e n c e 
of t h e S pi rit 	 r o w n h e a rt s, h a v e t e r mi n at e d i n d e n yi n g t h e 
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inspiration of the epistles, and in regarding the gospels as the produc-
tion of illiterate and ignorant men! 

3. That class of operations of the Spirit the most interesting in its 
nature, and far the most momentous and glorious in its results, now 
remains to be noticed—that exertion of his power which affects the 
disposition, and consequently the moral character of man. It cannot 
fail to be perceived in the operations on matter and intellect, that, 
whatever may have been the instrumentality employed, the Holy 
Spirit was the direct agent in these operations. Whether a man break 
a stone with the blow of a hammer, or melt gold by the power of fire, 
he is in either case, equally the agent who accomplishes these results, 
however different or even opposite the character of the instrumentality. 
The harmony of truth requires the same view with respect to the ope-
rations of the Spirit; the work of the Spirit on matter and intellect 
has been seen to be personal and effectual—that on the disposition 
must be so also. To believe the former and not the latter, would be 
to assert that the material part of humanity was more susceptible 
of the operation of spirit than the spiritual ; which must manifestly in 
its own nature possess a much greater adaptation to spiritual influence, 
than the material part of the human system. It is true we have no 
idea of the method by which spirit operates directly upon spirit; neither 
have we of the method by which spirit operates upon matter—as in 
the case of raising the arm of the body in obedience to the volition of 
the mind: nor indeed of the method in which spirit is operated upon by 
the expression of thought or sentiment. It can no more be developed 
how the oral or written expression of truth operates upon the mind, 
than how spirit operates upon spirit without such expression. Al 
that can be affirmed in either case is, that the human mind is so con-
stituted as to admit of such operations; and the proof in either case is 
to be derived riot from the demonstration of the mode, but from evi-
dence of the fact. I maintain that both facts exist, and that the evidence 
of the latter is as clear and satisfactory as that of the former. 

I by no means, however, design to affirm, that the word of truth, in 
its oral or written form is not the instrument ordinarily employed by 
the Spirit in his operations on the human mind; far less, that he ever 
communicates to the mind any other truths  than are therein revealed: 
such an idea is the basis of all fanaticism; and is tantamount to a de-
claration that the divine word is incomplete, and inadequate to the 
purposes for which it was designed. Were it to be admitted indeed, 
that the sacred scriptures are the instrumentality always employed, 
still the personal and effectual agency of the Spirit wherever spiritually 
good results are produced, is clearly necessary; but we are prepared 
to maintain that to limit the operations of the Spirit of God on the heart 
to the oral or written forms of truth, is both contrary to the nature of 
spiritual existence, to the analogy of the influence exercised by human 
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minds on each other, to the experience of Christians in all ages, and to 
the testimony and examples of sacred writ. The presence of the 
Hal  spirit in the heart, separately from the scriptures, is of more vi-
tal consequence than many are apt to perceive; the truth can only be 
justly said to be present with us, when we are "in remembrance" of 
it there any Christian who will be willing to limit the indwelling of 
the Spirit spoken of in them test even to his believing the word whenever 
presented to the mind's But if the Spirit of God be in the heart when 
the word is not present to the memory. then the distinctive possession 
and operation of the Spirit is clearly proved. Even, however, were 
it admitted that the Spirit of God was never present with, or acting on 
the mind, when the word oral or written was not, whatever other 
valuable doctrines might be affected, that of the personal and direct 
agency of the Spirit would remain untouched. The circumstance of 
the instrumentality employed by the Spirit in his operations on the 
disposition being apparent, so far from diminishing the evidence of 
the Spirit being the agent, manifestly confirms the fact; the "sword 
of the Spirit" is not only made by him, but exercised by him also. 

The operations of the Spirit on the disposition are indeed of a vac• 
piety commensurate with the diversified states of feeling of which the 

human mind is capable; they may, however, be summarily comprehend-
ed by the terms regeneration and sanctification or the production of 
repentance, faith, and obedience. As the remainder of this discourse 
will be devoted to the delineation and the proof of the influences of the 
Spirit in regeneration, I shall only here refer to some of those pas-
sages of sacred writ, which assert them to be the agency by which 
sanctification of heart and life are also produced.—We cannot help 
observing with delight, that the very title bestowed on the Spirit 
is descriptive of his agency in this blessed work. If conquerors have 
received their titles from the most celebrated of their achievements, 
the triumphs of the Almighty conqueror of depravity in the human 
hems, have added to the glory of his name, and he is not only the Ho- 

spirit, but the Spirit of Holiness, Rom. i. 4. 
"But ye are not in the  flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit 

of God dwell in yea. Now, if any man have not the Spirit of Christi 
he his none of his. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. For if 
ye lire utter the Bosh, ye  shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have 
not received the spirit of bondage  again to fear, but ye have received 

I believe the ideas designed to be conveyed by these term. are still generally 
understood, not withstanding the attempts which have recently been made to 

 the mad by a refasten of words respecting them. 
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t h e H ol y S pirit, w h er e b y w e cr y, A b b a, F at h er. " — R o m. viii. 1 3- 1 5. —
" W h er e t h e S pirit of t h e L or d i s, t h er e i s li b ert y, " 2 C or. iii. 1 7. — " F or 
w e, t hr o u g h t h e S pirit d o w ait f or t h e h o p e of ri g ht e o u s n e s s b y f ait h; " 
G al. v. 5. — " B ut t h e fr uit of t h e S pirit i s l o v e, j o y, p e a c e, 
long-suf-lering, gentleness, goodness, faith," verse 22.—"We both have access 

b y o n e S pirit t o t h e F at h er, " E p h. ii. 1 8. — "I n w h o m y e al s o ar e b uil d-
e d t o g et h e r f o r a h a bit ati o n o f G o d t h r o u g h t h e S pi rit, " V e r s e 2 2. 
" Pr a yi n g al w a y s wit h all pr a y er a n d s u p pli c ati o n i n t h e S pirit, " E p h. 
vi. I S. — " G o d h a s h fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g c h o s e n y o u t o s al v ati o n, t hr o u g h 
s a n cti fi c ati o n o f t h e S pi rit a n d b eli e f o f t h e t r ut h, " 2 T h e s s. ii 1 3. 
" El e ct a c c or di n g t o t h e f or e k n o wl e d g e of G o d t h e F at h er, t hr o u g h 
s a n ctifi c ati o n of t h e S pirit, u nt o o b e di e n c e a n d s pri n kli n g of t h e bl o o d 
o f J e s u s C h ri st. " I P et. i. 2. — " S e ei n g y o u h a v e p u ri fi e d y o u r s o ul 
i n o b e yi n g t h e t r ut h, t h r o u g h t h e S pi rit, " v e r s e 2 2. — " K n o w y e 
n ot t h at y e a r e t h e t e m pl e o f G o d, a n d t h at t h e S pi rit o f G o d 
d w ell et h i n y o u ? " 1 C or d. iii. 1 6. — " A n d s u c h w er e s o m e of y o u: b ut y e 

ar e w a s h e d, b ut y e ar e s a n ctifi e d, b ut y e ar e j u stifi e d i n 

L or d J e s u s, a n d b y t h e S pirit of o ur G R' 3. 1. " 1 C 	 vi a. 1 1. 
k n o w y e n ot t h at y o ur b o d y i s t h e t e m pl e of t h e 1 1( 4 
i n y o u, w hi c h y e h a v e of G o d, a n d y e ar e n ot y o ur o w n ?' 1 C or d. vi. A,  

" F or a s m u c h a s y e ar e m a nif e stl y d e cl ar e d t o b e t h e e pi stl e of C h B: • 
mi ni st er e d b y u s, writt e n n ot wit h i n k, b ut wit h t h e S pirit A!' t h(• 
G o d; n ot i n t a bl e s of st o n e, b ut i n fl e s hl y t a bl e s of .t h e h e art. " 2 C.r. iii. 3 

" A n d t h e di s ci pl e s w er e fill e d wit h j o y, a n d wit h t h e I L:.l y G h o st.' A ct s:, 

xiii. 5 2. — "I n t h e c o mf ort of t h e H ol y G h o st. " A ct s i x. 2 a. — " T h e l o v e of 
G o d i s s h e d a br o a d i n o ur h e art s b y t h e H ol y G h o st, " R o m. v. 5. — "' F or 

o ur g o s p el c a m e n ot u nt o y o u i n w or d o ni y, b ut al s o i n p o w er. a n d i n 
t h e H ol y G h o st, " 1 T h e s s. i. 5. — " Pr a yi n g i n t h e H ol y G h o st, J o,  

T h e f or e g oi n g i s b ut a s el e cti o n fr o m t h e a b u n d a n c e of t e stit. 
wit h w hi c h t h e w or d of G o d t e e m s, t o t h e f a ct, t h at t h e H ol y ;!-,, 

i s t h e gr e at a g e nt i n t h e s a n ctifi c ati o n of m e n. T h e r e a r e b ut t w o 

w a y s t o e v a d e t h e f or c e of t h e s e p a s s a g e s —t o li mit t h ei r a p pli c a-

ti o n t o a n a g e of mir a cl e s, or t o affir m s t h at t h e y a r e m et a p h o ri c al, a n d 

t h at lit e r all y t h e w o r d i s t h e s ol e a g e nt i n pr o d u ci n g all t h e s e Fez .   

I s it p o s si bl e t h at a n y m a n, h a vi n g r e a d t h e s e p a s s a g e s c a n p ut 
c o n str u cti o n u p o n t h e m, a n d y et a s k t o b e r e g ar d e d a s a c hri sti a nt 

T h at att e m pt s t o m ai nt ai n t h e s e p o siti o n s h a v e b e e n m a d e, t h e hi st o r y 
of t h e p a st, a n d pr e s e nt cir c u m st a n c e s, ali k e t e stif y. H o w wi d el y a n d 
h o w c urr e ntl y s u c h n oti o n s a s —t h at t h e w or d i s t h e S pirit — or t h at it i s 
i n s e p ar a bl y c o n n e ct e d wit h it — or i n v ari a bl y a c c o m p a ni e d b y it —t h at 
t h e S pirit i nfl u e n c e s u s b y t h e w or d o nl y a s w e m a y e a c h et h er b y a 

l ett e r; o r t h at t h e S pirit i s i n t h e w or d a s a m a n' s s pirit i s i n hi s writ- 
i n g s — a n d s u c h li k e a p p r o xi m ati o ns t o bl as p h e m y, h a v e b e e n cir c ul at e d 

i n t hi s St at e, if t h e s p e a k er c a n f or m b ut a n i m p erf e ct, it i s y et a l a m e nt-
a bl e e sti m at e. T o a n y w h o m a y h a v e r e c ei v e d s u c h i d e a s h e w o ul d 
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s u g g est t h e q u esti o n, b y w h at a g e n c y d o t h e y e x p e ct t h e r es u r r e cti o n 
of t h ei r b o di e s will b e eff e ct e d ? It i s e x p r e s sl y a s s e rt e d, ( R o m. viii, 
1 1.) t h at " h e t h at r ai d e d u p C h ri st f r o m t h e d e a d s h all al s o q ui c k e n 
y o u r m o rt al b o di es b y hi s s pi rit t h at d w eli et h i n y o u. " If t h e r ef o r e, 
t his S pi rit b e t h e w o r d —it is t h e Bi bl e w hi c h is t o eff e ct t h ei r r es u r r e c-
ti o n! It is p r es u m e d, t h at p e rs o ns e nt e rt ai ni n g t his n oti o n will b e c a r e-
f ul t o gi v e di r e cti o ns t h at a Bi bl e s h o ul d b e e n cl os e d i n t h ei r c offi ns. 

It w o ul d a p p e a r., h o w e v e r, t h at t h e p r o g r essi o n of e r r o r i n t his f o r m, 
n ot a ns w e ri n g t h e e x p e ct ati o ns of its a d v o c at es, it is n o w t o u n d e r g o a 
n e w m o difi c ati o n. W e a r e i n f ut u r e t o b e all o w e d t o b eli e v e t h at t h e 
S pi rit of G o d d w ell s i n b a pti z e d b eli e v e r s, e v e n a s a m a n' s s pi rit 
d w ell s i n hi s b o d y; a n d t h at l o v e, j o y, p e a c e, a n d all g o o d w o r k s a r e 
t h e c o ns e q u e n c es of his p r es e n c e; b ut t h at r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h ar e p er-
f o r m e d b y t h e si n n e r wit h o ut a n y ai d f r o m t h e S pi rit, e x c e pt t h e c o m-
m u ni c ati o n of t h e f a ct s, a n d t h e t e sti m o n y, i n w hi c h t h e si n n e r i s t o 
b eli e v e a n e r r o r e q u zl y d e st r u cti v e t o t h o s e b y w h o m it i s r e c ei v e d, 
t h o u g h h a p pil y l ess Wi a..t er o us as t o its a d a pt ati o n t o g ai n t h e ass e nt of 
t h e u n d er,t a n di n g, Dun account of its palpable absurdity. 

B ef or e pr o c e e di n g t o r ef ut e t his e r r o r b y est a blis hi n g t h e f a ct of t h e 
e xist e n c e of t h e w o r k of t h e S pi rit i n t h e p r o d u cti o n of r e p e nt a n c e a n d 
f ait h, it m a y b e d e si r a bl e t o t a k e a b ri ef vi e w of t h e n at u r e of t h at 
w o r k; si n c e i n s-t a k, n fl e a s o n t hi s s u bj e ct n ot o nl y p r o d u c e s e ri o u s 
e vil s of a n o p p. ot 	 •F.1.,:t er, b ut oft e n l e a d t o t h e a b a n d o n m e nt of t h e 
t r ut h it s elf, wit h w hi d t h e y h a v e u n h a p pil y b e e n a s s o ci at e d. L et u s 
t h e r ef o r e, c o nsi d e r, 

I T. T a x N A C R E O F F F I R W ORD o r T H E S PI RI T I N K C O N V E R SI O N S. 
1. 	 its fl o e s n ot c o nsist i n t h e b est o w m e nts of a n y f a c ult y of t h e mi n d 

nil a f r •- ,1 1 1 u p oss ess e d. T h e s a m e f a c ulti es a r e r e q uisit e t o u n d e rst a n d, 
t o l o v e, a n d t o e d et e r mi n e u p o n t h at w hi c h is e vil, as t o u n d e rst a n d, t o 
l o v e, a n d t o d et e r mi n e u p o n t h at w hi c h is g o o d. T h e w o r k of t h e S pi-
rit. all will a d mit, c o n si st s i n r e m o vi n g d e p r a vit y. N o w d e p r a vit y of 
mi n d i s m a nif e stl y a n i n di s p o siti o n t o d o t h at w hi c h it o u g ht t o d o. 
B ut c u. m a n o u g ht t o d o t h at w hi c h lit e r all y h e c a n n ot d o: w h at m a n 
o u g ht t o 	 a n d o; o r h a s t h e f a c ulti e s t o d o. If a m a n' s f a c ulti e s 
be ! Mi nce d. t oe., 	 a r e e q u all y s o; b ut it i s n ot t h e w o r k of t h e 

S p u n t o or ate d  '-'6 L4. 4.4ti. orts, b ut t o ir e. tr y t o t h e dis c h ar g e of o bli gati o ns 
al r e a d y j u stl y cl ai m e d. It i s 	 .r d., i. 1 4 w o r k t o c r e at e f a c ul- 
ti e s, b e c a u s e t o c r e at e f a c ulti e s w d. o i t o c r e at e o bli g ati o n s. 

A g ai n, t h at t h e & c ulti c * nec k, - i v y.. t o m or al a ct s, e xi st i n d e p e n-
d e ntl y of t h e c o m m u ni c ati o n of t h e S pirit i s cl e a rl y e vi n c e d b y t h e 
f a rt, t h at m e n d e v oi d off t h e m S pi rit a r e c all e d o n t o e x e r cis e t h e m, a n d 
a r e c o n d e m n e d f o r  o o a- c o m pli a n c e. T o s u p p os e t h at G o d c alls o n m e n 
t o e x e r cis e p o w e rs t h e y d o n ot TIOSSCA .A, is to charge Him whose wisdom 
hi d p erf e ct wit h i n c o n c ei v a bl e f o ull y; b ut t o r e pr es e nt t h e "J u d g e of all t h e 
e a rt h w h o i nf alli bl y " d o e rs ri g ht, " as m a ki n g e v e rl asti n g p u nis h m e nt 
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l u si o n, m a y j u stl y b e cl a s s e d, a s f a r a s it s a c c e s si bilit y t o a r g u m e nt i s 

c o n c e r n e d, wit h t h e " e a st wi n d. " — R e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h, I a p p r e h e n d 

a r e n ot " d e a d w o r ks; " t h at is, ar e n ot w or k s p erf or m e d i n a st at e of s pi-

rit u al d e at h. T h e y a r e a cti o n of t h e mi n d; t h e y ar e s pi rit u all y g o o d a c-

ti o n s; b ut a cti o n i m pli e s lif e p r e vi o u sl y e xi sti n g . A c c or di n gl y, t h e 

A p o stl e t ell s u s t h at t h o s e w h o w er e - d e a d, " w er e " q ui c k e n e d, " t h at i s 

m a d e ali v e: " F o r I k n o w " ( s a y s P a ul t o t h e R o m a n s, c hi. vii. v e er. 

"t h at i n m e, t h at i s i n m y fl e s h, d w ell et h n o g o o d t hi n g. " N o w r e p e n-

t a n c e a n d f ait h a r e s pi rit u al a cti o n s c o m m a n d e d b y G o d; t o m ai nt ai n 

t h at G o d c o m m a n d s a n y t hi n g b ut w h at i s g o o d, i s bl a s p h e m e m or e di-

r e ct t h a n I a m p e r s u a d e d t h e mi n d s of a n y of m y b e ar er s, u n d er w h at-

e v er tr ai ni n g t h e y m a y h a v e b e e n, will b e willi n g t o a d o pt: r e p e nt a n c e 

a n d f ait h m u st h e a d mitt e d t o b e g o o d, a n d t h er ef or e t h e y d o n ot 

d w ell i n t h e fl e s h. T o b e "i n t h e fl e s h, " i s t o b e wit h o ut t h e S pi rit. 

T h e e x pr e s si o n i s u s e d f or e x a ctl y t hi s p ur p o s e b y P a ul t hr o u g h o ut t h e 
n e xt c h a pt er. " T h er e i s t h er ef or e n o w n o c o n d e m n ati o n t o t h e m w hi c h 
ar e i n C hri st J e s u s, w h o w al k n ot aft er t h e fl e s h, b ut aft er t h e S pirit. 

F or t h e y t h at ar e aft er t h e fl e s h d o mi n d t h e t hi n g s of t h e fl e s h; b ut t h e y 

t h at ar e aft er t h e S pirit, t h e t hi n g s of t h e S pirit. S o t h e n t h e y t h at ar e 

i n t h e fl e s h c a n n ot pl e a s e G o d. B ut y e ar e n ot i n t h e fl e s h, b ut i n t h e 

S pirit, if s o b e t h at t h e S pirit of G o d d w ell i n y o u. N o w, if a n y m a n 

h a v e n ot t h e S pirit of C hri st, h e i s n o n e of hi s. — R o m a n s viii. 1, 5, 9, 9. 

A r e r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h pl e a si n g t o G o d ? C ert ai nl y —f or h e h a s c o m-

m a n d e d t h e m: t h e n T H E Y A B C N E V E R D O N E B Y T H O S E I N T H E F L E S H. 

" S o t h e y t h at ar e i n t h e fl e s h c a n n ot pl e a s e G o d. " B ut t h o s e w h o ar e n o t  

i n t h e fl e s h ar e i n t h e S pirit; " B ut y e ar e n ot i n t h e fl e s h, b ut i n t h e S pi-
rit; " a n d t h o s e w h o ar e i n t h e S pirit, h a v e t h e S pirit i n t h e m; "If s o b e 

t h at t h e S pirit of G o d d w ell i n y o u. " T h e c a s e t h e r ef o r e st a n d s a s 
cl e a r a s t h e s u n i n it s m e ri di a n gl o r y; t h o s e o nl y w h o h a v e t h e " S pirit 
d w elli n g " i n t h e m, ar e "i n t h e S pirit; " t h o s e o nl y w h o ar e i n t h e S pirit 
d o a n y t hi n g t o " pl e a s e G o d: " r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h d o " pl e a s e G o d;' ,  
t h er ef or e, r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h a r e p e rf o r m e d o nl y b y t h o s e w h o h a r e 
t h e S pi rit d w elli n g i n t h e m. Will a n y m a n t h e n as k y o u, b r et h r e n, t o b e  
a c k n o wl e d g e d a s a C hri sti a n w h o ( A c n e t h at hi s r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h 
di d n ot r e s ult f r o m t h e i n d w elli n g of t h e S pi rit of G o d ? If it s h o ul d 
b e t h e c a s e I tr u st h e will a s k i n v ai n. 

I f I p u r s u e t hi s s u bj e ct f u rt h e r it i s s c a r c el y b e c a u s e I e nt e rt ai n 
a 

h o p e t h at a n y p er s o n n ot yi el di n g t o t h e a s s erti o n s of di vi n e tr ut h al _ 
r e a d y q u ot e d will b e c o n vi n c e d; b ut r at h er f or t h e p ur p o s e of m a nif e st 

i n g t o o ur mi n d s t h e wi s d o m a n d g o o d n e s s of G o d, i n d ef e n di n g s o vit al 
a p oi nt wit h b ul w ar k s s o n u m er o u s a n d i m pr e g n a bl e. Wit h t hi s vi e w 
I o b s er v e, t h at t h e f a ct of t h e eff e ct u al a n d p er s o n al i nfl u e n c e of t h e 
S pi rit i n c o n v e rsi o n is m ai nt ai n e d, 

2. 	 B y e t h e e x p r e s s c o n n e cti o n of c o n v er si o n wit h t h e di vi n e determi- 

n ati o n. Li k e ot h e r i nt elli g e nt a g e nt s, w h at G o d d o e s h e p r e d et e r 
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mi n e s t o d o. t a ut ctt y . p e a ki n g. I a p p r e h e n d, G o d m a y b e s ai d t o d et e r-

mi n e o nl y hi s o w n a cti o n s, a nti t A f or e k n o w t h e a cti o n s of ot h er s. I n a 
secondarv sense Lib nvever, God is justly said to determine to do 

w h at h e i nfl u e n c e s-  m e n t o d o.) A s w h at G o d d o e s h e d et ert ni n e s t o d o, 

s o w h at h e d et e r mi n e s t o d o t h at h e d o e s. I a nt a w a r e t h e r e a r e c a s e s 

of e vil, w h er e G o d i s fi g ur ati v el y s ai d t o d o, t h at w hi c h h e p e r mit s t o 
b e d o n e; b ut t h e r as e a b o ut t o b e  a d d u c e d. m a ni f e stl y c a n n ot b e t h u s 

dis p os e d of; the transaction is one. in which no reason exists, why the 

c o n n e cti o n A f t h e D eit y wit h it s h o ul d b e c h a n g e d i nt o a p e r missi v e 
c h a r a ct e r o nl y; o n t h e c o nt r a r y, t h e a ct i n q u esti o n is o n e w hi c h G o d 
p r o mis es t o d o. "I will p ut a ri g ht s pi rit i n y o u, " & c. a n d o n e w hi c h h e 
cl ai m s t o hi m s elf, " n ot  o f y o u r s el v e s; it i s t h e gi ft o f G o d. " It i s 
ass e rt e d. ( A cts xiii. ,N) t h at " as m a n y as w e r e o r d ai n e d C r E nt r A E 1 0 0 1) 

t o et e r n al li f e b eli e v e d. " 	 T h e b eli e vi n g o n w hi c h et e r n al lif e d e- 

p e n d s, m u st m a ni f e stl y b e i n cl u d e d i n t h e o r di n ati o n, t h at ass u r es 
et e r n al lif e it s elf. 

T hi s i s a p p a r e nt f r o m t h e c o n st r u cti o n of t h e s e nt e n c e. It i s 
n ot s ai d, " a n d a s m a n y a s b eli e v e d w e r e o r d ai n e d t o et e r n al lif e; " —
i n t h at c a s e, i n d e e d, t h e o r di n ati o n t o et e r n al lif e mi g ht b e s ai d t o 
b e t h e c o n s e q u e n c e of b eli e vi n g; b ut I m a y a p p e al t o e v e r y c a n di d 

p e rs o n w h o u n d e r st a n d s t h e p ri n ci pl e s c o m m o n t o all l a n g u a g e s, 

w h et h er t h e c o n str u cti o n u s e d b y t h e i n s pir e d writ er, d o e s n ot 
inevita-bly involve the idea that the believing here spAken of resulted from the 

t o o f t h e i n di vi d u al' s b ei n g o r d ai n e d, a n d n ot t h e o r di n ati o n f r o m t h e 
f a ct of b eli e vi n g. If t hi s b e • 
m et h o d b y w hi c h t h e b ei n g 

nectee d wit h " belie vi n g , "  i s t h e pr e d et er mi n ati o n of G o d t o  n i l  

i n  t h e mi n d of t h e p e rs o ns s p o k e n of. T hi s b eli e vi n g i s, a 	 work  

i n t h e h e a rt of m a n; a n d t h e a g e n c y w hi c h G o d e m pl o y s t o eff e ct g o o d 
o p e r ati o n s i n t h e h e a rt of m a n i s t h e H ol y S pi rit. N o o n e q u e sti o n s 
t h at if f ait h b e p e rs o n all y eff e ct e d i n t h e h e a rt b y G o d, t h at his S pi rit 
i s t h e a g e nt; t h e w h ol e q u e sti o n ( a n d it i s a vit al o n e) i s, w h et h e r t h e 

all of believing be effected by God at all, or whether he only furnishes 
t h e o dsli Vti k e d t h e "t esti m o n y " w hi c h a r e b eli e v e d. 

I a m a w a r e t h at t his p ass a g e h as b e e n f o u n d t o p r ess s o h e a vil y o n 

m o r e e r r o rs t h a n o n e, t h at a d es p e r at e eff o rt h as b e e n m a d e t o e v a d e 
its  f o r c e b y m e eti n g t h at t h e G r e e k w o r d r e n d e r e d o r d ai n e d, " m g b e 
r e n d e r e d " di' ?' "-1 ". 1" ^ r 	 I. " I - b all r ot t hi s m att e r s h o rt b y d e- 

n yi n g it i n t . , ' .  	 t a i ! L . •' 1  	 a n d b y c h all e n gi n g a n y i n di - 

vi d u al t o  br in g  a si n gl e i n st a n c e Ir m o a n y w rit e r, s a c r e d o r p r of a n e. i n 

w hi c h t h e w o r d T r r a rti v ot, o r a n y of t h e d eri v at e s of t h e v er b T U C CIti) 
a r e 	 u s e.' i n  t h e  s e n s e o f i n cli n e d: till t h e n I m u st i n d ul g e a 

r e g r et t h at a n y t h e ol og ia n 	 s o f ar b e c o m e bli n d e d t o w h at hat 

IS k h e 	 •'' 	 a n a s... rti .,ni.  Holy

S pi rit t o c o n v e r si o n, t h at i s, i n p r o - 

0  

 



1 5 

d u ci n g r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h, m a y b e 	 fr o m t he c o nti n u ally re- 
p e at e d a s s e rti o n s i n 	 Scri pt ur e of its 	s a nctific a- 

ti o n. A. s uffi ci e nt s el e cti o n of 	 • 	 v.-ri ! t o s u st ai n t h e 

w or ks of t h e S pirit i n s a n etif yi n g % it cr t h e l:•!li e 	 ht. s al: e a d y 	 pr o d u c- 

e d, u n d e r t h e t hi r d p a rti c ul a r o f Il e s ii -t L r..it e r al di 	 ii o f t hi s di s - 

c o ur s e; a n d t h er ef or e, it i s u n n e c e s s ar y L..' r e p e nt M e m: t h e m ar e s o. a s 

t h e f o r e m o st i n t h e c a u s e o f e r r o 9 r, a r e c o nt e nt a p p a r e ntl y t o r ei n i n 

t h eir st e e d, a d mit t h e i n d w elli n g of t h e 	 i n t h e b a pti st  b eli e v e r, 
a n d c o nfi n e t h eir d e ni al of hi s p e r s o n al ititi u r n ,-o t o t h e p eri o d b ef o r e 
b a ptis m; t h at p e ri o d i n w hi c h r e p e nt a n c e a n d ! hi; m u st, o r at l e ast, a r e 

c o m m a n d e d t o b e p e rf o r m e d. T h e a b s u r dit y of t hi s p o siti o n, a s w ell 
a s it s i m pi et y, h a s al r e a d y b e e n a s s e rt e d a n d t h e s p e a k e r f e el s, t h at 

h e n e e d s t o a p ol o gi z e t o hi s h e ar er s f or i ntr o d u ci n g pr o of of c h ar a ct er-
i sti c s s o s elf- e vi d e nt. T h e p o siti o n c o ntr o v ert e d, t h e n, i s, t h at T h e p er-
s o n al i n fl u e n c e a n d i n d w elli n g o f t h e S pi rit a r e gi v e n, a n d t h e r e f o r e, 

ar e n e c e s s ar y, t o pr o d u c e "l o v e " a n d "j o y, " e x pr e s sl y a s s ert e d t o b e t h e 

"f r uit s of t h e S pi rit, " b ut a r e n ot n e c e s s a r y, a n d t h e r ef o r e n ot aff o r d e d 
t o p r o d u c e r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h. N o w eit h e r t h e i nfl u e n c e s of t h e S pi rit 

a r e n e c e s s a r y t o pr o d u c e l o v e a n d j o y, o r t h e y a r e n ot; if t h e y a r e n ot 

n e c e s s a r y, t h e n G o d b e st o w s a s u p e rfl u o u s gift, w hi c h will b e m ai nt ai n-
e d b y n o n e; if t h e y a r e n e c e s s a r y, t h e n, i n a s pi rit u al s e n s e, l o r e a n d 

j o y n c r e r e xi st wit h o ut t h e m. B ut t h e a d v o c at e s of t hi s vi e w m ai nt ai n, 

t h at r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h 	 e xi st wit h o ut s u c h i nfl u e n c e s; a n d t h e r e- 

f o r e, t h at r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h d o e xi st wit h o ut l o r e a n d j o y. T r u e 

r e p e nt a n c e e xi sti n g wit h o ut l or e t o w a r d s t h e B ei n g w h o m w e r e p e nt 

h a vi n g off e n d e d; a n d f ait h i n a n al mi g ht y S a vi o ur — a f ait h h a vi n g b y 

hi s e x p r e s s d e cl a r ati o n, et er n al lif e att a c h e d 	 t o it s p o s s e s si o n — a ct u all y 

p o s s e s s e d wit h o ut o n e p arti cl e of j o y! If t hi s b e n ut a n a b s u r dit y, i n 

w h at r e gi o n i s o n e t o b e f o u n d ? 

B ut t h e i m pi et y of t hi s err or e x c e e d s it s a b s u r dit y. It r e p r es e nts t h e 

H ol y G h o st c o n d e s c e n di n g t o c a r r y o n t h e w o r k w hi c h m a n h a s 

co m- menced: it all ot s t o m a n t h e m or e diffi c ult, a n d t h e r ef o r e t h e m o r e gl o- 
ri o u s p a rt, a n d t o G o d t h e i n f e ri o r, b ot h i n p oi nt of eff o rt a n d of gl o r y .  

It e x hi bit s t o u s, m a n r efl e cti n g o n hi s p a st c o n d u ct, t a ki n g j u st vi e w s of 
his r el ati o n a n d d ut y t o G o d, e x p r essi n g si n c e r e s o r r o w f o r his i n g r atit u d e 
a n d r e b elli o n, t u r ni n g f r o m hi s si n s a n d t h e w o rl d t o G o d, e x e r ci si n g 
f ait h i n t h e L o r d J e s u s, willi n g t o o b e y hi nt at t h e ri s k of all hi s e a rt hl y 
p r o s p e ct s, a n d e v e n of lif e it s elf; a n d all t hi s wit h o ut r ef e r e n c e, i n (t h e 

w o r d s of o n e of t h e a d v o c at e s of t hi s s o ul- d a m ni n g e r r o r,) t o "t h at 
f at al a n d i m m o r al m a xi m i n p o p ul a r t h e ol o g y, t h at s p e ci al s pi rit u al 
o p e r ati o n s a r e n e c e s s a r y t o f ait h. " Y e s, t hi s st at e of mi n d a n d c 	 • 

wit h o ut t h e S pi rit! — "t h e H ol y S pi rit i s n ot gi v e n t o m e n A. 

" T h e H ol y S pi rit; a Dis c o u rs e; " as r e- p u blis h e d i n t h e E v a n g elist, F e b. I D.. 
1 3. 3 0. 1 
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t h a n b eli e v e a n d o b e y t h e g o s p el ; b u t r a t h e r b e c a u s e t h ey have 

b eli e v e d a n d o b e y e d t h e g o s p el. " T h u s t h e " s e e ki n g k ni t t h e ki n g d o m 

o f G o d ; " t h e a g o ni zi n g t o e n t e r i n t o t h e s t r ai t g a t e s " t h e - c u t ti n g o f f 

t h e ri g h t a t m, " s a d " t h e pl u c ki n g o a t t h e ri g h t e y e, " a r e t h e c a u s e , n u t 

t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e i n fl u e n c e s o f t h e S pi ri t, b ei n g b e s t o w e d I n  ancient

•  ti m e s i t w a s d e e m e d bl a s p h e m y, i f a m a n m a d e hi m s el f 

 	 wi t h G o d; h o w a r e w e t o l o o k u p o n t h e s e w h o m a k e t h e m s el v e s  

 	 m u c h hi s i m p e d e d I s h all q u o t e t h e w o r d s o f o a r L o r d, a n d l e a v e 

t h e m t o y o u r  p r a y e r f ul c o n si d e r a ti o n, t h a t w e m a r k e e p a t t h e u t m o s t 

di st a n c e t a m e fr o m i t s a wf ul a, w h o s o e v er s p e a k et h a g ai n s t t h e 

H ol y G h o s t, i t s h all n o t b e f o r gi v e n hi m n ei t h e r i n t hi s w o rl d n ei t h e r 

i n t h e w o rl d t o c o m e. " M a t t. xiii. 3 2. f 

4. T h e f u n d a m e nt al t r ut h w e a r e m ai n t ai ni n g, rests upon the express 

assertions of the divine oracles *melee. Acts xvi. 14; as quoted at the head of 
•  

• - 	 • 	 . 

t h e h e a r t o f L y di a, i t i s s o m e w h a t s t r a n g e - t h e L o r d " s h o ul d b e 

i n t o c o n n e c ti o n wi t h t hi s s t a t e o f mi ni; i t h a s g e n e r all y a n d t r ul y 

h el d, t h a t p e o pl e w h o h e a r f r o m c u ri o si t y o nl y, s el d o m g e t m u c h 

T h e s e c o n t r a di c t o r y m e t h o d s o f a v oi di n g s o pl ai n a p a s s a g e i n di c a t e a 

' m el a n c h ol y h a r m o n y of d e t e r mi n a ti o n, t o d e p ri v e, i n a n y c a s e, t h e S pi ri t 

' I bi d. A. 1 6. 

* * I I I ci r c u m s t a n c e of a c h a r a c t e r a s e x t r a o r di n a r y a s i t i s di s r e p u t a bl e 
tie pl o w m e n w h o m u c o n c e r n s, t h a t m a n y of t h o s e w h o c o u n t e n a n c e a n d 

! Di st 	il a ar w h o m ai nt ai n a n d pr e a c h t h at "t h er e i s n o p er s o n al 
ileu ms of the Spirits provisions to baptis m," continue to deny that such 

	 t h e i n di vi d u als alf o & • •- • W h et h er i nt e nti o n al   or n ot 
h e r e m u s t g r e a t d e s e r ti o n p r a c ti e d, 

c o u r s e. Ei t h e r t h e p e r s o n al i nfl u e n c e s 	  
r e p e nt a nc e a n d f ait h, or t h ey ars n ot if t h e ar e; a courage  

s a v e d wit h o ut r e p e nt a n c e s a d f ait h 	 b y 	 a' 
w h o b eli e v e t h a t t h e s e i nfl u e n c e s n e c e s s a r y, c a n b y t h ei r e v 

names and fellowship, =ippon Mom who deny ails essential iss.• 
m att e r ali k e of g ri ef a n d a m a z e m e nt t o e v e r y 

them to separate themselves from the unction Mil. 
G o d s p e e d i s p a r t a k e r of hi s e vil d e e d e. " - 2 S G 1 " ,  u . ",: t • 

does still maintain this ruinous error, is unhappily too manifest 
d o u bt f r o nt t h e f oll o wi n g p a s s a g e s i n hi s E x t r a, N o. V I. d s! • • 
" T h a t w e m a y, i n t h e li g h t of t r u t h, a s c e r t ai n t h e t r u e a n d t. 

tri m of r e g e n er ati o n, w e s h all c a uti o u sl y s ur v e y t h e w h ol e pr o c e s s 

L  
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o f t h e L o r d o f t h e gl o r y d u e u nt A hi s n a m e. " W h o t h e n i s P a ul, a n d 

w h o i s A p oll o s, b ut mi ni st er s b y w h A m y e b eli e v e d, e v e n a s t h e L or d 

g a v e t o e v e r y m a n ? S o t h e n, n eit h e r i s h e t h at pl a nt et h a n y t hi n g, 

n eit h e r h e t h at w at e r et h; b ut G o d t h at gi v et h t h e i n c r e a s e: " 1 C o r. 

5- 7. — " Y e b eli e v e d, a c c or di n g a s t h e L or d g a v e t A e v er y m a n. " W h at 

di d t h e L o r d gi v e ? F ait h. " F o r w h o m a k et h t h e e t o di f f e r f r o m a n o -

t h er ? a n d w h at b a st t h o u t h at t h o u di d st n ot r e c ei v e ? n o w, if t h o u di d st 

r e c ei v e it w h y d o st t h o u gl or y, a s if t h o u h a d st n ot r e c ei v e d it ? " 1 C or-

i v. 7. — " O ut of t h e m o ut h of t w o or t hr e e wit n e s s e s e v er y w or d s h all b e 

e st a bli s h e d. " Ot h er p a s s a g e s mi g ht b e br o u g ht, b ut o n e m or e s h all s uffi c e; 

" b y gr a c e y e ar e s a v e d t hr o u g h f ait h; a n d t h at n ot of y o ur s el v e s, it i s t h e 

gift of G o d. " S u p p o s e it c o ul d b e f o u n d o ut t h at i n s o m e e st e e m e d a n d 

a n ci e nt m a n u s c ri pt s t hi s p a s s a g e, r e a d " a n d t h at o f y o u r s el v e s, it i s 
n ot t h e gift of G o d; s h o ul d w e n ot h a v e it d e cl ar e d, t h at t h e c orr e cti o n 
e n d e d t h e c o nt r o v e r s y ? t h at t h e p a s s a g e w a s t o o e x pli cit t o b e mi st a -

k e n, a n d t h at n ot hi n g b ut t h e g r e at e st p r ej u di c e c o ul d n o w m ai nt ai n 

t h at f ait h w a s t h e gi ft o f G o d ? W ell i f t hi s o v e rt h r o w w o ul d r e s ult 

fr o m t h e t e xt b ei n g r e v er s e d, w h at o v ert hr o w r e s ult s fr o m t h e t e xt st a n d-

i n g a s it r e all y d o e s ? W h o d o e s it n ot l e a v e i n e x c u s a bl y g uilt y n o w ? 

A d mitti n g t h e t e xt t o r e a d a s e v er y u n pr ej u di c e d m a n of c o m m o n s e n s e 

o p e d b y t h e c o m mi s si o n e d t e a c h er s of t h e d e e p c o u n s el s of t h e o nl y tr u e G o d. 
T h at c ert ai n t hi n g s, p art s o f t hi s gr e at pr o c e s s, m a y b e w ell u n d er st o o d. c e r-

t ai n t er m s w hi c h w e a r e w o nt t o u s e t o r e pr e s e nt t h e m. m u st b e w ell d efi n e d, 
a n d a c c u r at el y a p p r e h e n d e d. T h e s e t e r m s a r e P a ct, T e sti m o n y, F ait h, R e-
p e nt a n c e, R ef o r m ati o n, B at h of R e g e n e r ati o n Bi rt h, R e c of t h e 
H ol y S pi rit:N e w n e s s of Lif e, [ p. 3 3 9. J M r. C. a s s ert s t hi s t o b e t h e 	 - 

o r d e r. " I t will b e s e e n i n a m o m e nt, t h at M r. C. pl a c e s t h e " r e n e w 

a ys a y t h at f ait h 

 

C h ri st o u r L o r d: " ( p. 3- I L) — N o; it m a y n ot b e " w ell s ai d " t h at "f a ct a n d 
timony" only being given, 'faiths is the gift of God; for both fact and tes..- 

m o n y ar e a b u n d a ntl y gi v e n w h e r e f ai t h i s n o t p o s s e s s e d. — B u t t o pl a c e 
Mr. C' s s e nti m e nt s b e y o n d all d o u bt, l et u s h e ar hi m o n c e m o r e; — " All t h at 
i s d o n e i n u s b e f o r e r e g e n e r ati o n, G o d o u r F at h e r eff e ct s b y t h e w o r d, o r t h e 
g o s p el a s di ct at e d a n d c o nfi r m e d b y .  hi s H ol y S pi ri t. B u t aft e r w e ar e t h u s 
b e g ott e n a n d b o r n b y t h e S pi rit of G o d — aft er o u r n e w ,  bi rt h, t h e H ol y S pirit 
is s h e d o n us ri c hl y t h r o u g h J es us C h rist o u r S a vi o r 

I f i t h e still a s u bj e ct of di s p ut e w h at ar e Mr. A' s s e nti m e nt o n t hi s p oi nt, 
l et u s l e ar n a l e s s o n fr o m t h e a n ci e n t s. I t w a s  o n e  of t h e c h ar a ct eri sti c s of 
t h e h e at h e n 	 or a cl es (t o w hi c h t h e a p o stl e ! h.ft;'1, s 	"t h e hi d de n 
t hi n g s of di s h o n e st y t h at fr o m t h eir s a cr e d 	 i s s u e d r e s p o n s e s t o 
t h ei r d eli: l e d v h: ht•iri es a n d e n q uir ers c a p a bl e, of v ari o us, a n d e v e n o p p o sit e i n-
t e r p r et ati o n s. T h u s, w h e n Cr e s u s :  aft er offe ri n g pr e s e nt s of i m m e ns e  v al u e, 
s o u g ht dir e cti o n fr o m t h e D el p hi a n or ac l e w he t h er- 	 s h oul d m a k e w a r wit h 
t h e P er si a n s, o bt ai n e d f or a n s w er, t h at if 	 !. 	 dissolve a great 
e m pir e, " h e d e e m e d t h e o r a cl e p r o piti o u s, m a d e 	 r 	 C yr u s . a n d fulfilled 
t h e pr o p h e c y b y t h e di s s ol uti o n a n d d e str u cti o n ,-f h.) hs e•or, h ei bt.ir.]. b ei n g t h e r e s ult. S o n o w, u po n a n  e s s e nti al 	 , 	 v ari es t-f 	of n et 
a n y d o n ot u n d er st a n d i ts  de ci si o n: o n e h alf : n z t h at e h 	 at- c e a sit y of t h e p er s o n al i nfl u e n c e s of tilt S pirit t o i n d u c e r es p o ns es h .  4 

 a n d t h e o
f 
 t h e p e r s o n al i n h al f s c o uti n g s u c h a s e nti m e nt s,, v 

of' d oi n g f ar w ors e t h a n Cr e s u s, h e ri s k e d  a n e mpire b y . ;  	 .1 	 -chi 
pr o p h et —t h e y t h eir s o uls. 
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w o ul d r e a d ILA a n d t h e o nl y w a y i n w hi c h t h e p a s s a g e i s s e n s e at all, it 

d e a n d e ci d e t h e c a s e t h at "f ait h, " n ot "f a ct s, " n ut t e sti m o n y " o nl y, 

b ut "f ait h, i s t h e gift of G o d, a n d n ot of o u r s el v e s. " T h e mi s e r a bl e 

n e c e s s i t i e s of a  p a rt y. h o w e v e r. h a v e s u g g e st s t h e p al m n n g u p o n t h e 

p u bli c t h e e q u all y u n g r a m m ati c al a n d s e n s el e s s c o n st r u cti o n, t h at 

t h e a nt e c e d e nt t o t h e r el ati v e, - A a r n ut of y o u r s elfi St e. " B s n ut • • t h, " 
b ut  or bs " ? W h y w h o e v e r d r e a mt t h at t h e g r a c e of G o a d w a s of o u r-

s el v e s ? W h e r e w a s t h e n e c e s sit y of i nt r ol u ei n 4 a n y s u c h c a uti o n 

W h e r e t h e p r o p ri et y of a s s e rti n g; t h at t h e 4 r a ct of G o d w as t h e gift off 
G o d —i n ot h e r w o r d s, t h.it t h e :;lift of G o d w a s t h e gift of G o d' b ut l et 

t h e A p o stl e s p e a k f u r h u n s elf: li e t ell s t h e E pli e.ii a ni t h e y a r e " s a v e d 

b y g r a c e, " "t h r o u g h f ait h s. " N o w f ait h, u n d e r w h at, At e r i n yl u e n r e p e r• 

f o r m e d, is cl e a rl y a n a ct of t h e h u m a n mi n d; f r o nt t his ci r c ut mit a n c e 

t h e A p o stl e d e e m e d it D oi til e t h e y mi g ht fi n d, a s h u n d r e d s n o w d o, 

s o m e s o u r c e of s pi rit u al p ri d e: h e t h e r ef o r e h a st e n s t o r e m n n d t h e m 

t h at t h o u g h f ait h w a s t h e a ct of t h ei r mi n d s, y et a n ot h e r a n d m oi st i m-

p o rt a nt s e n s e, it w a s • -a b et of t h e m s el v e s, " it w a s "t h e gift of G o I " —it w a s 

G o d t h at w r o u g ht i n t h e m. T h e r e i s n o f e a r i n I c a s m g t hi s "' sil a g e t o 

t h e c o m m o n s e ns e of C h risti a ns a n d of m a n ki n d. T h e m g r a m m ati c al c r y It o 

ci s, b y w hi c h it i s itt e ni pt e d t o b e p e r v e rt e d ali k e t o e r r o r a n d t o n o n- 

s e n s e, i s alt o g et h e r 	 R a wl utt e rl y u nt e n a bl e.. 

S. 	 T h e Ji n n : ti r e e x/ w e a n : J ai o f S e rt piti r e b y t r. hi c h a c h a n g e of 

h e a rt l a b s et f o rt h, e q u al; s u p p o rt t h e t r ut h m e m o t ai n eil. ' T h e w h ol e t at 

o u r L o r d' s di s c o u r s e wit h Ni c o d e m u s, t h o u g ht fi g u r ati v e i n d e e d i n it s 

l a n g u a g e, i s di r e ctl y i n s u p p o rt of t h e vi e w wi n c h h a s l e e k', t a k e n of 

t hi s d o ct ri n e. — “ U nl e s s a r o a n s b e b o r n of w at e r a n d of t h e S pi rit h e 
fli g ht e at e r i nt o t h e ki n g d o m of G o d. " • • of w at e r, eve ns of t h e S pi rit s; " 

di a r aft e d B e r n s b ei n g a n e q u all y c o r r e ct s r e n d e ri n g of t h e G r e e k c o n- 
k r r ai k ai C h a v e s t h e p a s s e d o f all di f fi c ul t y. I t i s e vi d e n t o u r 

a p s o ki n g w h oll y of a n i nt e r n al c h a n g e, n ot at all of a n 

e x e rt e d criti n w e s e f o r t h e r e i s n o all u si o n t o b a pti s m w h at e v e r t h r o u g h 

d el w h ol e c h a pt er, t e m p i b e s u p p o s e d all u si o n s i s t h e t e r m " w at e r " 

m a nif e stl y t h efi g n r e, of w hi c h t h e p h r a s e them opera, connected by the 

w a r ms t h e a b o v e p es es. git w as w vitt e n, t h e a ut h o v h as d e c ei v e d t o t h e a d m a n. 
as p e oiti a n a( D oll d ri d g e, w a d e t h e c riti c al o bs ess Ili o n att a c h e d b y D r. D a kt bi e 

P o o r cis so tide suairwistary of the Jim taken already, that he causes to. 
m a r at e i n s e rti n g ci s hi m S o m a = pl ai n s t h e f oll o wi n g cl a u s e ( " a n d t hi s s ot 

of p o wt o el v e e a s if it w e r e r el y a r e p etiti o n of w h at w a s s ai d b ef o r e, t h at 
thins eenstasttoa that Dodds faith the way to siblvanua was neat of their own aP-

p e 1 o c a r e n t,, b o u t o f M e al' s. n o t t h e a l e ci s r o a k u s g t hi n s = g o o dl y of eat tauto- 
l o g y f o r d w hi c h t h e r e is n o o e c al w as. C e asi n g t h e m 	 a s w e e x p l ai n Its, t h at 
Y, e a s a nt alt 	 i k e ell 4 1 e t litt Pt he s e ar s a n t h e ri r d e e rs eis of i n ns, as h w ell 
h e 1 s t h e C O O M Aili o n of t h e m et h o d of &sl e ets... aI F it. t h e t h o u g ht M O N O wit h 
g r e at e xt r a. A s f o e t h e a p o stl e s usi n g t h e w o r d Iss ue d) i n t h e n e ut e r g e o d e-,
t o st r a ys f rit hs, t h e t hi n g h e h alt r ot b ef o r e p e e ns p e e ki n g o af, t h e r e a r e s o m e- 

AV a mi dst s ast aisi m a t o b e t u n e d i n s c ri pt u r e, t h at o n e G o ul d ', m at h o w it w e r e = f o e a n y P olli n at e a nt r al t o e h a v e r el o a d s o m u c h o n t hi s i s t h e y & o n r e-
W h at s w a mi b e y o n d all c o m p a ni es t h e w ei g hti est a n d m ost n at u r al 

I n-ise g oss air a Cee m p ars t he 0 0 41 00.1 4  0 1 t h e f oll o wi n g t e st a P hil. 1. ft. — E pt c 
1 1 1 1.- 4 1 1• 1iii 1 8 A ,   A), hods Bill Ash Aka cestawietaiiia Alma Greek authors 

off w o o ki e b ei d n a bs S e e Mi mi cs O b o es... si g n. s. p. i  s a d R a p h a el. Ai m e e e s 
* r e d. p I I I  
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w or d cr e st, i s e x pl a n at o r y. E x a ctl y t h e s a m e i d e a i s a s si g n e d i n T 

iii. 5: — " T h e w a s hi n g of r e g e n er ati o n, cr e st t h e r e n e wi n g of t h e ii 

G h o st. " O ur li mit s will o nl y a d mit of r ef erri n g t o s o m e of t h e p a s s a g e s 
w h er ei n t h e fi g ur ati v e e x pr e s si o n s w hi c h att e st t h e H ol y S pirit t o b e 
t h e a g e nt i n t h e c h a n g e of h e art w h er e v er it o c c ur s: J o h n i n. 6-- 8: —
" B or n of t h e S pirit: " J o h n i. 1 3: — " B or n n ot of bl o o d.... b ut of G o d: .  

— " B or n of G o d: " 1 J o h n iii. 	 2 9: —i v. 7: — v. 1. 4- 1 8. 
6. O ur b eli ef i n t hi s d o ctri n e, i s s u st ai n e d al s o b y t h e u nit e d t e sti m o-

n y of all t r u e C h ri sti a n s i n all a g e s. It i s at o n c e hi g hl y c o n s ol at or y 
a n d d e e pl y p ai nf ul t o m a k e t hi s a s s erti o n; c o n s ol at or y i n it s a s p e ct o n 

t h o s e w h o a d h er e t o a n d d ef e n d t hi s tr ut h — p ai nf ul i n d e e d, wit h r e-
s p e ct t o o ur f e eli n g s t o w ar d s t h o s e w h o v e nt ur e t o a b a n d o n it. Str a n g e 
i nf at u ati o n, t h at, pr of e s s e dl y a s s o ci at e d wit h a d e sir e f or t h e u nit y of t h e 
c h ur c h, a s e nti m e nt m or e dir e ctl y at v ari a n c e wit h t h e d o ctri n e a n d e x-
p eri e n c e of e v er y e xi sti n g s e cti o n of it, t h a n a n y s u st ai n e d i n m o d er n 
ti m e s, (t h e d e ni al of t h e at o n e m e nt of C hri st al o n e e x c e pt e d,) s h o ul d 
b e i ntr o d u c e d a m o n g it s m e m b er s. Wit h t h e e x c e pti o n alr e a d y all u d e d 

t o, w h er e i s t h e C o n gr e g ati o n al or Pr e s b yt eri a n c h ur c h, w h er e t h e M e-

t h o di st or E v a n g eli c al E pi s c o p ali a n, w h er e t h e B a pti st, i n a n y q u art er of 
t h e gl o b e, w h o w o ul d r e c ei v e a p er s o n i nt o c o m m u ni o n o n a pr of e s si o n 
of r e p e nt a n c e a n d f ait h, a s s ert e d n ot t o b e pr o d u c e d b y t h e i nfl u e n c e s of t h e 
S pir al T h e y all c o nf e s s wit h u nit e d v oi c e, t h at it i s t h e bl e s s e d S pirit 
of G o d, w h o h at h m a d e t h e m t o diff er fr o m t h e i m p e nit e nt b y w h o m 
t h e y ar e still s urr o u n d e d: it i s t h e h o p e t h at h e b e g a n t h e w or k t h at 
s u st ai n s t h eir f ait h t h at h e will c arr y it o n i n t h eir h e art s; a n d wit h u n. 

di vi d e d h all el uj a h s, t h e y si n g, " Hi m fir st, hi m mi d st, hi m l a st, a n d 

hi m i n e v er y t hi n g. " 

7. Fi n all y, I o b s er v e, t hi s d o ctri n e i s s u st ai n e d b y t h e c o n si d er ati o n 
t h at t h e r e i x n o ot h e r r ati o n al m et h o d of a c c o u nti n g f o r t h e e xi st e n c e of 

t h e f a ct of c o n r e r si o n t o G o d — " W h o m a d e t h e e t o diff e r ? " i s t h e t o u c h-
st o n e of t h e c a s e. It i s a pri n ci pl e of n at ur e fr o m w hi c h t h e D eit y d o e s 
n ot d e p art i n hi s m or al g o v er n m e nt of m a n ki n d, t h at "li k e c a u s e s, o p e-
r ati n g o n li k e s u bj e ct s p r o d u c e li k e e f f e ct s. " I f m e n a r e ali k e e s -
s e nti all y d e pr a v e d, a n d if t h e di vi n e t e sti m o n y b e c o m m u ni c at e d e q u al-
l y t o t h e m, a n d t h at i s t h e s ol e a g e nt b y w hi c h c o n v er si o n w er e ef-
f e ct e d, c o n v er si o n w o ul d f oll o w eit h e r i n all c a s e s or n o n e ; b ut t hi s i s 
n ot t h e f a ct: — o n t h e c o ntr ar y i n cir c u m st a n c e s a p p ar e ntl y t h o m o st 
si mil ar, s o m e r e p e nt a n d b eli e v e, w hil e ot h er s t a k e o c c a si o n o nl y t o h ar-

d e n t h eir mi n d s i n si n. T h er e i s a diff er e n c e eit h er i n t h e s u bj e ct o p e • 
r at e d u p o n, or i n t h e c a u s e s o p er ati n g, b e c a u s e t h er e i s a diff er e n c e 
i n t h e r e s ult: eit h er G o d a ct s u nif or ml y o n o bj e ct s e s s e nti all y diff eri n g 
fr o m e a c h ot h er, or ot h er wi s e o n o bj e ct s e s s e nti all y of t h e s a m e n at u r e 
G o d hi m s elf a ct s diff er e ntl y. T h e q u e sti o n i s n ot n o w b y w h at m et h o d 

t h e et er n all y m o m e nt o u s diff er e n c e  i s eff e ct e d, b ut b y w h o m ? T h e q u e s-
ti o n i n it s o p er ati o n i s a n al o g o u s t o t h at p ut b y o ur L or d t o t h e P h ari s e e s, 

r e s p e cti n g t h e pr e a c hi n g of J o h n; " W a s it fr o m h e a v e n or of m e n ?' 

T h e y c o ul d n ot, o r w o ul d n ot t ell. If m e n ar e t ot all y, a n d t h e r ef o r e 
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