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MINUTES
Of the Sixty,.Hrst Annual Session of the T owaliga Asso­

ciation, Held With the Church at Sandy Creek, Butts
County, Georgia, September Jst, 2nd and 3rd, 1899.

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder 1. L. Gun­
ter, Iro.n John 13 :34, "A new commandment I give unto-you,
that ye love one a no ther a s I ha ve loved you, th at ye a lso love
one another.

After one hour:~ intermission mes sengers a nd correspondents
assembled ill the H ouse.

1. Singing and prarer by Elder J. A, Wright.
2. Read letters a nd recorded messengers names .
3 Elected Elder 1. L Gu nter, Mo dera tor, and \"'1. M. Hart­

o ley. clerk.
4. A ppointed A. C. Elliott and J . T. Goodman with the

messengers of Sandy Creek to arr an ge Di vine S~rviceo
5. Received correspondence from Lit t le Riy er Asso ciation,

to-wit: ' Elders S. J. Blackwell and L. M. Ba ll, and read cor­
responding letter from Blue Ridge Association.

6. Appointed Brother A. C, Gunter to write co rr esp onding
letter.

7. Suspended reading Decorum and calling ro ll.
S. Appointed corresponden ts to Little River Association, to­

wit: Elder S. G. Ratliff, J. L . Hays. G. , \7. Phillips and
Brothers P. D. Leach, T. Mangham, H . M. Va ughn, w. T.
Bennett, J . T . Stephens, A. C. Gunter, C. A. Towles, W. N .
Leak, and to Blue Ridge a' package of minutes. 0

9. Appoin ted Union M eetings ras follows: F irst District, at
Bethel, Butts county, on Friday before first Sunday in August,
1900. For Second District at Flat Rock, Friday before fifth ·
Sunday in July, 1900.

10. Appointed the Sixty -second Session of this body to be
held with Bersheba Church , one mile south of Locust Grove,
Henry county, Friday before the first Sunday in September,
1900. '

11. Excused Elder 'V. T. Godard from writing circular le tter,
and, on motion, omit ted circular' letter for this session !..

12. , Appointed T. G. Preston, Frank Thompson and L. "I.
Newton, Committee on Finance .

13. Adjourned to S:3 A. M. Saturday morning .
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Preaching at the Stand in the evening by Elder A. J. Brown,

SATURD AY MORNINC~, 8 :30 O'CLOCK.

Met according to Adjournment.
Singing and prayer by Elder L. M. Ball.
1 Appointed Elder S. G. Ratliff to preach next Introductory

Sermon. Elder J. L. Hays in case of failure . .
2. Appointed Elder J. A. Wright to write next circular letter.

. 3. Received and adopted Circular Letter presented by Bro.
A. C. Gunter.

4, Ordered 1,000 copies of Minutes printed.
5. Ordered articles of Faith and Decorum .printed .
6. Ordered cost of Minutes printed. .
7. The petition of Liberty, 'Wayne county. For letter of

Dismission was taken up and clerk ordered to write letter of
Dismission and forward to her.

8. Fixed Clerk's cornpensation ; he to have remainder after
paying for printing and distributing Minutes.

n. R esolved, That this body tender thanks to this Church
and community (or their kindn ess and .hospita lity extended to
us during this Sessio-n, p raying the blessing of an all-wise God
upon them.

] 0. Read and adopted Minutes. ·
11. Adjourned after hand-shaking and much rejoicing and

fervent prayer by the Moderator, to meet at Bersheba Friday
before the first Sunday in September, 1800. - .

\Y. lVI. HARTLY, 1. L. GUNTER,
Clerk. Moderator ,

-P rayer-rneeting at the Stand, led by Bro . .W. M. Reynolds.
Preaching at 11 A. M. by Elder L. M. B ~II, followed by

Elder W. T. Godard, with on outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

SATUoR DA Y E VENIN G

Preaching by Elder T. E. Sikes.

SUNDA Y MORNING, 11 A. M.

Preaching at the Stand, by Elder S. J. Blackwell.



S U ~DA Y E VENI NG.

Preaching by Elder S. G. Ratliff.

Received of W. M. Hartley, Clerk fourteen and 50 ·100 dol­
lars, as cost of printing Minutes of Towaliga Association.

M U T UAL PTG Co.,
W. 'K . Dennis, ' Mgr,

Postage on Minutes.

CO RR E S POND ING LETTER.

The Towaliga Association of Primitive Bapti st to her sis ter
associa tions with whom she corresponds. ' ,

GREETING:-Dear Brethren, th rough the kind Providence of
the God of all mercy and g race, we ' ha ve been permitted to
hold this the Sixty-first Annual Se ssion of our body in peace,
for which our poor he arts are filled wi th adorin g gratitude to
Him in whom we trust for life and sal vat io n, e ven Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith.

Oh how we appreciate and lo ve the present prayers and
preaching of the vis iti ng ministers who preach to us with power

,a nd demonstration o f t ne Spirit. Dear brethren , we d esire tlJ_
continue this correspo nd enc e and have you visjt us. \Ve have
authorized the brethren who se names appear in the body of
these Minutes to represent us in your bodies. ,

The next session of t his body will be held at Bersheba Church,
one mile southeast of Locust Grove, Henry county, Ga :, ' be­
ginning Friday before an j embracing the first Sunday in Sep­
tember, 1900, when we hope to again meet you and unite wi-th
you in rejoicing .a nd praisin g the nam e of our God.

Yo urs in brotherly lov e,
W. M. H A RT LY, 1. L. GUNTER,

Clerk, JlI[oderator .
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Decorum.

1. The Association sha ll be composed of me I : bel's chose n by the
diff erent churc hes in our union, and dilly se n t t o r epresent them in
our Association who shall be members, whom they j udge best q uali ­
fied for that purpose, and producing letters fr om t heir resp ective '
chur ches certifying th eir appointment, shall be entitl ed to a seat.

2. In the letters from the di fferent church es shall be expressed
t heir members in full fellowship, those baptized, r eceived by letter ,
dismissed, excommunicated, and dead, since last A ssociation,

3 . The members t hus chosen and con vened shall be denominat ed
theTowaliga P rimitive Baptist Association. '

4 . This As sociation sha ll have no power to lord it over God'fI heri­
t age, nor by whi ch they can infringe upon t he in t ernal rights of the
church, nor to censure or to try any individual member in reference
to faith or practice, or determine upon the validity of go sp el ord i­
nances : these things shallrest en t ir ely with th e churches .

5. 'I'he Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who sha ll
be chosen by the members present, who sha ll be of the body, and who
shall hold their ortlces until a re- el ection.

(i . If new churches desire to be admitted into this union tehy
sha ll penitlor by letters and delegates and upon examination, if
found orthodox and orderly, sha ll be received by the Association and
manifested by the Moderator giving the del egat es the righ t hand of
fellowship,

7. No church in the union sha ll ha ve more than three delegates
un til they shall ex ceed one hundred members, and then they shall
have an addrtional delegate for every fifty aft er the fir s t hundred.

8 . Every motion made and seconded shall come under the obser- ,
va ti on of the Associatton , exc ept it he withdrawn by t he member
who made it.

H. Ev ery person who speaks in debate sha ll rise from his seat and
address the Moderator, and shall not be iater rupted while speaking,
unless he depart from the subject .

10. No person s shall speakmor e than three t imes on the same
subjec t without leave of t he Association .

11. No member of t he Associati on shall have liberty of laughing
during the sit t ing of of the same, nor whi spering in time of public
sp eech, n or cast reflecuions on the speake rs ; he shall strictly adhere
to the subj ect and in no wi se cast r ellecti on on the person who sp ok e
before so as to, make remarks on his imperfec tions, but sha ll f'air ly
state the case and matter as ne arly as he can, so as to convey his light
or id eas .

12. No' person sha ll abruptly break off or ab sent 'himself from the
Association without leave of it.

l :L The several names of the Association shall be enrolled by the
Clerk and called over as often as the Association may desire .

14. 'I'he Moderator sha ll be entit led t o t he same pri vilege of speech
as another member, provided the chair be fill ed, and he sha ll have no
vote, ex cept the Association be equally divided . .

15. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to l{eep a regular record of
t lie proceedings of t he Association. '

16. Th e minutes of the Association sha ll be read and sig ne d by
the Moderator befor e the Association ri ses .

I
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17. Amendmen ts to t h is form of governmen t may be mad e at an y
t ime by a ma jori ty of t he un ion , wh en they deem it nec essary.

J8 . The Associntlo n sha ll hav e pow er,
1st. T o g-ive th e c h urc he s all necessary ad vice in matters o f d i lli­

cult y, but it sha ll be di scretionary with t he church wh ether t he y
take it or not.

2nd. To inquire.into the cause why the churc hes fail t o represen t
t hemselves at any time in the Association.

3rd. To cor r espond with other Associations.
4th. To admit she di stant brethren in the ministry, or assi stants,

who may be pr-esent at the time of their s i tt i ng , whom t he y shall
judge necessary.

5th. 'I'he Association sha ll have power to adjourn to any future
time or place in t he ir hounds that may be agreed up on by t he
churc hes composing the same.

6th. A n y member who sha ll willingl y . break any of these ru les
sha ll be reproved by the Associa ti on as t hey sha ll thi nk prop er. j

7th. 'I'h e Assoc iat io n sha ll be op en ed and close d by pray er.

Articles of our Faith and Scriptural Proof

ARTICLE 1. 'We believ e in o ne o n ly a nd t r ue liv ing God, and a
'l' r inity of person s in the God-hea d : Fathe r, Son, and Holy Gh ost .
P roo}: Deut. 4 ::39, Isa iah 45 :6, Mark 12 :~2 . •John 1 :1-14, Col. 1 :15-17,
Phil. 2:68,1 J ohn 5 :7, John 17, John 10:~O. '

ART. 2 . We ba lie ve t hnt th e Scr ipture s of tbe Old and New Test a­
ments are the Word of God and the only rule of Fai th -and Prnct.ice :
P roof: 2 Timothy 3 :16,17 , 1 P et er 1: u)-2 1, R ev. 22 :18,1 \).

ART. 8 . . We believe in the doctrin e of E ternal and Per -sonal Elec­
tion of a definite number of the human' ra ce, chose n in Christ befor e
the foundation of t he world that they should be holy and without
blame before Him in love. Proof : Epli. 1 :4-(1, 2 'I'hess , 2 :lH, J ohn
15 :16, 1 Peter 1 : ~, Ibid 2 :9.

Awl' . 4. We beti ev e in a Covenant of R ed emption, or de re d in all
t h ing '! and in fallibly sure eye r ex isting betw een God the Fa t he r and
God the Son. P roof" I sai ah 89 :3-4, 2 Samual 2:3 :5, Zach . 9:11 , Luke
1 :72, Heb. 1~ :20, 1 Peter 18 :20, Hey. ;) :9. \

AUT. 5 . 'We beli eve in t he fall of man and t he comm un ication of
Adam 's corrupt nature to hi s posteri ty by ordi nary ge ne ration a nd
their impot en cy t o r ecov er them selves fr om t he fallen stat e they are
in by si n and wi ck ed works by their own free w ill andabili ty. Proof:
Ge n . 3 :6,24, Romans 5 :12, Ibid 3 :19, Ps. 51:5, I bid 58 ::3, 1 Cor. 15 :2z.

ART. 6. W e beli eve that all chosen in Christ sha ll hear t he voi ce
of the Son of God and be effectually ca lle d, regen erated and born
again , and that all t h us born ag-ain are j ustified in t he sp ir it of God
alone by she righ teou sn ess or J esu s Chr ist imput ed t o t he m and re­
ce ived by faith. Proof : J ohn 1 :27-29, 1 .Ioh n 3 :9, Eph . .1 :4 , 2 'I' i m-
oth ~' 1 :9, J otn (j :in. _

ART. 7. We believe t hat all t he saints of God thus called by th e
Holy Sp ir it and jusnifl eu by th e rtghteousuess of Chr is t sha ll be pre­
served in Grace and none of them rlnally fall away so as to be lost.
Proof: James 2 :2~, Romans 5 :1, Ibid 8 :37-:39, Col. 3.:3.•Jolin 10 :28-2~.



I
~

8

ART. 8. We believe in the doctrine of the re surrection both of th e
just and unjust and a gpneral judgement , and that the joys of the
righteou s will be eternal and the pun lshmeut of the wicked everlnst­
i ng'. , P roof : John 5 :28-2!l, A cts 17 :31, 1 Cor. 15::n-23, R ev. 20 :12-15,
1'.1 att . :25 :4;j- ,j6 .

AUT. U. We bel iev e that the Church of Ohr is t is a local body of
prof'essi ng and baptized believers who have gained Christian fellow­
ship with each other, and have given themselves up to the Lord and
to one allot her and have covenanted tog-ether to keep house for God
ag-ree '\ble to the rules of the gospel and should therefore be kept or­
g-anically separate and d isuin ct 1'1'0111 and independent of the world
a nd its institution", and is th e highest and only ecclesiastical au­
thority known to the Word or God, Proof: Matt. 16 :18-19, EpIJ.
1 :~2, Ibid 3 :10, Ibid ;j :24-27. Col. 1 :8, Matt, IS :17, Eph. 2 :]l'-22,
1 Oor , (j :4, A cts] 5 :4, John 15 :18-19.

Awl'. 10. We beli eve that .Jesu s Oh r is t is the Great Bead of th e
Ohurch. and her only law-giver, that the government is with Church
itself', and is the privil ege of ea ch member that the discipline can­
not he lezal ly-extendcd beyond her own Sor lptural jurisdiction and
is intended for the reclamation or expulsion of those members who
may be disorderly either in pri nciple or practice and must be faith­
fully kept up for God's g lor y and the pen ce and unity of the C h urch.
Proof: Matt. 18 :19, 0 01 1 :18, Acts 11 :26, 001. 1 :2·j., Eph. s :23.

AIlT. 11. We beli ev e t ha t water baptism, t he Lord's Supper and
washing th e aint's feet are ordinances of the J..ord and are to be ad­
minis tered by the au thority o f the chu rch until His second corn i n z,
1'1'00/: :Mar k 1:4, John 13:2-3, Acts 8 :38, Ibid 9:1 ":28~ Matt. 26:2 6-28 ,
Mark 1'1:22-24, Luke 22:19-20, Acts 2 ::12, -John 13 :1-17. 1 Tim. 5:10.

AnT. I=!. We believe that none but regularly ordained ministers
have the right to administerthese ordinances, that professed believers
ill ' hr ist who in th e judgemen t of the Ch urch are true Christians
are the only proper s ubj ec ts of baptism and immersion the only proper
mode. tha t none but regularly baptized ami orderly Ohurch members
hav e a right to com m u ne at t he Lord's table . Proof': lieu. 5:4, John
3 :2·7, ] Tim. 4: J.1 , T it us 1 ::), Acts 6:0, Ibid 13:~-3.

.,,1 ' I...
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ORDAL rED ELDERS.

IRA L. GU- TT E R , \Vhite House, Ga.
\-YIL\: F. ROGERS, Mclntyre , G, .
\VILLIA1\1 G. GODARD, Iilner , Ga.
JOH. ' A \~ RIGHT. Zebulon. Ga.
'. G. R TLIFF, John, Ga.

GEORGE \Y. PHILLIPS. Atlr nta, Ga.
J. L TT H ER H YE ,Hayston Ga.
A DRE 7 J. BRO\i\' , Clito, Ga.

LICE TI TES.

G. w. COOK: Zebulon, Ga.
J. M. ELLIS. Jane. boro, Ga.
DA.l: T HE TDE RSO T , Locust Grove, Ga.
T. 1. \VIL TLEY, 01' hard Hill, Ga.
DR. J. L F. BARRON. Liberty Hill, Ga.
J. P. Y. GH., Jackson, Ga.
vV. M HEY. TOL D S, Aug usta, Ga.
J. CHAE I ' . Atlanta, Ga.
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