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Hitany of Migsion

You who are gathered here today as graduates are not here by
a simple accident of circumstance.

Whether by sudden insight or gradual understanding, we have
heard the same word that came to Isaiah, saying “Whom shall
I send and who will go for us?” (Isaiah 6:8). And we each have
answered, “Here am I, send me.”

You have come to this place in order that you might be “equip-
ped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16).

But it is not enough simply to become equipped, for the work
lies before you. This, too, is the word of the Lord: “In Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their sins
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”

‘.. .So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God” (II Corinthians 5:20).

But we go forth to a world skilled at building walls. In such a
world, how do we declare this message of reconciliation?

“Have this mind among yourselves which was yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant. . .” (Philippians 2:5-7).

As ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, we are called to serve
in his name and by his example.

The same journey of faith that led you here now leads you to
other places around the world. You go to exercise the gifts that
God has given to you and to employ the knowledge gained
through study. But even this will not be enough.

Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you” (John 15:12).

“Let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth”
(I John 3:18).

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, en-
dures all things” (I Corinthians 13:7).

“Faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these
is love” (I Corinthians 13:13).

Peggy Haymes
M. Div. 1985
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The Seminary Hymn @

Ordained of God, His Prophets rise,
They seek not gain nor earthly prize,
They heed the challenge of Christ’s call,
They ask to give and spend their all.

Anointed heralds bold to speak,
But in our ways like Jesus meek,
In lowly place or distant land,
We go forth now to take our stand.

Our message be the gospel plain,
Our joy its power oer sin’s dark stain;
Born from above the sinner lives,
New life in Christ the Spirit gives!

The rights of all we shall defend,
Our strength to justice ever lend,
i The sins of greed of caste and war,
: Bring every nation to abhor.

For freedom Christ has set us free
Breaking the chains of captivity.
Bound but to God we go forth whole,
Free from the shackles of mind and soul.

ADDENDUM, 1987
W. Randall Lolley ’57 and
Robert Mullinax ’57

We thank our God for kindly years,
For fellowship through joy and tears,
For learning and for friendly toil,
For faith to sow in every soil.

Bind us together now, we pray,

As from this place we go today.
And keep our feet in paths made light,
By Jesus’ truth and glory bright! Amen.

—E.A. McDowell, Jr., 1898-1975
Professor of New Testament, Emeritus
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LITANY OF MISSION

You who are gathered here today as graduates are not here
by a simple accident of circumstance.

Whether by sudden insight or gradual understanding, we
have heard the same word that came to Isaiah, saying
“Whom shall I send and who will go for us?” (Isaiah 6:8).
And we each have answered, ‘“Here am I, send me.’

You have come to this place in order that you might “be
equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16).

But it is not enough simply to become equipped, for the
work lies before you. This, too, is the word of the Lord:
“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their sins against them, and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation.”

“ . .So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his ap-
peal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God” (II Corinthians 5:19).

But we go forth to a world skilled at building walls. In such
a world, how do we declare this message of reconciliation?

“Have this mind among yourselves which was yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied himself, taking the form of a servant. . .” (Philip-
pians 2:5-7).

As ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, we are called
to serve in his name and by his example.

The same journey of faith that led you here now leads you
to other places around the world. You go to exercise the
gifts that God has given to you and to employ the
knowledge gained through study. But even this will not
be enough.

Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you” (John 15:12).

“Let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in
truth” (I John 3:18).

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things” (I Corinthians 13:7).

“Faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest
of these is love” (I Corinthians 13:13).

Peggy Haymes '85
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SEMINARY HYMN

Ordained of God, His Prophets rise,
They seek not gain nor earthly prize,
They heed the challenge of Christ’s call,
They ask to give and spend their all.

Anointed heralds bold to speak,
But in our ways like Jesus meek,
In lowly place or distant land,
We go forth now to take our stand.

Our message be the gospel plain,
Our joy its power o’er sin’s dark stain;
Born from above the sinner lives,
New life in Christ the Spirit gives!

The rights of all we shall defend,
Our strength to justice ever lend,
The sins of greed of caste and war,
Bring every nation to abhor.

For freedom Christ has set us free
Breaking the chains of captivity.
Bound but to God we go forth whole,
Free from the shackles of mind and soul.

ADDENDUM, 1987
W. Randall Lolley ’57 and
Robert Mullinax 57

We thank our God for kindly years,
For fellowship through joy and tears,
For learning and for friendly toil,
For faith to sow in every soil.

Bind us together now, we pray,
As from this place we go today.
And keep our feet in paths made light,
By Jesus’ truth and glory bright! Amen.
—E.A. McDowell, Jr., 1898-1975
Professor of New Testament, Emeritus
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