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correspondence,
¥ ‘the’ childrd
God, in alf'ages'and circumstances of the church;
‘bt more especially whes® ‘encompassed about by
the enemy, and infestcd with these who would
. pervert the right wiy of the Lord, Whén chris.
tians enjoy the special presence of God, and feel
the joys of his salvation elevating their affections,
and strengthening “the soci gords that bi
kindred heartsin fellowship and uniok, they desire
to speak to one anotnﬂr of the  goodness of the
Lord. Like#he botfles of new wine, they require
vent ; they must spem{, that theygmay be £ e ‘more
bL.ndantsy‘rnueshed and that those whom they
Tove in the Lord’ may be partakers of their joy.
When clouds of darkness Jower—when the
Diving Preésence is ot xeak:’ed—wnen tempta-
tions, @oubts and feara,[,d.s réss o. 1d perplex them—
when foes without- and fears within hold them in
\-captive bands—when ike chillir
worldly cares dampens itheir zeal, and their love
grows cold, they are not -unirequently. 1ed to ex-.
claim, : '

of

ng eastt wind of

% Like one alone I seem to. he,
Oh, is there any one like mie 1”7

- Ascold water Isto thirsty souis, 8o is guod news
from a far Lountry 5 and pints under sach

respondence as a pecuhar privilege, ;
~When:christians ave situated i'émote]y

shlppei‘sof God, to them the corresponmnbe of
the brethren i truly refreshing.

From thesm considerations, in the ahsence of all

# others, we shogld be led to conclude that the pub-

atxon of ‘our papel asa cheup and convenient

£ cmresponc f>ncez ought  not to bP dis-

followm

lead astray ﬂowx the pedceftﬂ g

circumslances’ have ever regarded christian eor-

Since the commeneement of this Journal, “ evil:
men and seducers’’ have continued to grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived. The
clouds which darkened our horizon twelve years|n

ago, have thickened fearfully, and those Qly, insid-
then foisted in, as
helps. to the gospel, now begin to develope thelr
dragon voices, in _tones which none but anti-chris.
fidn beasts can utter.

uous innovations which were

Incautious-christians, who
at the first, in the simplicity of their hear ts, felt
inclined to censure us for raising the voige of warn-
s, by sad experience have learned, w vhat they
Evpenence, that
choolmaster, nfo ¢
the convidtion that aﬂ@ep’artm‘ea w
God,

were $o slow to comprehend,
therough, but severe .

d of’
stive, ané
Zion.—

in matters of religion, a

For more
scourging his children out from those corrg
bedies whose end is to be destroyed. 2
with the little fiock of Jesus marshalled und
_banner, and the alien army drawn‘up in h
ray against fhem thie the former cor
appearance with the men of Gideon’s

an. twelve years past,

tude, is it proper at'such a time as this to discon-|
tinug: our publication 7.
“ ny aloud.ard spare not

Should we .not rather

lift up our voices with

There is at this time an unusual dxsposxtlon m
ifested by the adversaries of Zion; “bring, aboutr
a dnect alllance hetween the churc and th

u'nebukedly avowed, and pubhshed to the wo
Proscuptzon, for conscience sake, is ‘becoming
more and more common. Leading demagogues
of power and influence, andof all the different
grades and parties in politics, are envolling  them-
selves afnong the advocates of measures, which
if consummated, must invelve our coumtiy
scenes of persecution and religious mtoller,@ce.
The elements of religious despotism are rife among
us, andghe majority of the people of our couatry
seem more ‘md more mclmeci to favor the schemes

are now bemg made to bung all
r coantry, and every fountam of

sent to us by mail, at our risk, and at our expense.

sxgmﬁed before the commencement of the new
volume ; but:these who nave neglemed to do:so,.
will notify us by returning this nuwmber immed
1y, or be considered as subscribers for the volume.
But we hope ourbrethren and friends will see and.
feel the importance of sustaining the work, and

give us the encouragement we need from them;
cheerfully, cordially, and without much delay.—~

QOur best endeavors shall be to make the voluy
teresting and profitable to our readers, an
.|hamble reliance on God, we will endeavor te™
tend earnestly for the faith whxch was ouce ‘deliv
erndto the saints.

nications from our
whose talents our colomns have been enriched
heretofore.

es of our country are sither enlisted to ‘favor the
eraft, or so shackeled for fear of leosing patron
as to prevent their remonstrativg.  The great

nitaries of the popular church, openly avow that
religion and science are twin sisters—that they
go hand in hand together, and -that the state is
bound so to patronize science, as to indirectly pat-
x'onizggggiigion in om public schools. A powerfiil

party of a mongrel breed has lately risen up, under ; ;:;1.
57

the aispices of the *Protestant Association
avowing their design to strike from the Coxxzsi,,
‘tion of our country, the guarantee of equality t
all classes—to proscribe and coerce-a conforr/rg,it},'
to the rites of.popuﬁar r'eligion. “And have the.

, ‘With party -)oi.-
ave nothmv to do, or to

a pubhaher.
Thesterms of this volume will be. as formerlv. :

One Dollar in advangggor One Dollar and Fifty

Cents per year if not in advance, Fi‘ve Dollars.

{in-advance will secure six coples for one year.—

All moneys to be. sent to us’ ‘i bank notes, cur-

rent &t the places-from whxch they are sent, to be

These who Wlsh to discontinue, ought tohave so -

- We shall still hope to be favored with commu. - V
former correspondents, by~
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Circular Letter,

To the churches composing the Old School Predes-
#inarian Baptist Associaiion, . convened with the
church in Jay, Me., September 13th & 14th, ’44.

Duar BrETEREN (—We call your attention to
a portion of God’s word in Luke xii. 83 Fear
not little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” :,God’s people have
ever been, stili are, and ever will be, (in this world,)
@ poor and afflicted people. They are not of this
world, for Jesus has chosen them.out of the world,
therefore the world hates them. - God said to the
serpent that he would put enmity between him and
the woman, between his seed and her seed. And
according to the parable, the tarcsand the wheat
were to grow together till the harvest. Not only
.- ds it the pleasure of our heavenly Father that his
“‘people shall inherit the kingdom, bat that they
- shall also suffer for his sake: for whom he loves
" he chastens. 'They have been called the ofi-
‘Sconring of the earth—many have suffered death
. for his name, and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution. God’s people-have:
at times appeared small on the earth. At one
time Elijah complained that they had killed th
prophets and digged down the altars, an he also
was left and they sought his life.. B
ured him he had reserved sev i
bowed the knee to Baal. -
‘Apostle,) there is a remnd
on of grace.” His children
i ! -

asacity setonahl
Although all that.
by nature children’

Christ Jesus our Lord.. That he will altimately
gather all his ransomed flock into his eternal king-
dom ; that they shall come from the east and the
west, from the north and the south, and sit down
in lis kingdom. |

Dear brethren, as we have professed before God
and man to be the subjects of his kingdom, and
have covenanted together to take the Bible for our
rale of faith and practice, and net to follow after
the doctrines and commandments of men ; if we
walk according this rule, may we net reasomably
expect opposition - from our adversary, and all his
followers? Andye shall be hated of al en for
my sake, (says Christ,) great shall be y6ur reward
in heaven. 'Therefore, brethren, may weé bear af-
fliction as good soldiers of the cross, looking unto
Jesus the Authorand Finisher of our faith; tak-
ing the word of truth for our guide ;. praying that
we may be delivered from the errors of this pres.
ent evil world, and not be again entangled with:the
yoke of bondage. So farewell. »

Co

The, 0ld School Predestinarian Daptist Associa-

, fé., to the Associations with whom she

sends greeting. o

sTHREN (—Our  heavenly Father
der mercy has spared our lives
- year, and given os the privilege of
meeting ore in an associate Belly, for which
hould De thankful. Truly, the letters from
‘churches were of a soul-cheering character,
they inform us that the unity of the Spirit

responding HLeiter,

thing'that-does or ¢an feed their souls:
I which places'the crown on the head

ga, the:head over all things, God blessed forever-
more, whom we trust of God is made unto us Wis-

without works ; not according to our -
according to his mercy he hath saved us. There-
fore-Jesus has said, Fear not, little flock, fer itis
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king-
dom. And it is said of his people, « they shall
be made kings and priests unto God :” that “they
shall inherit the kingdom prepared for them before
the foundation of the werld.”” Itis thought by
many that this kingdom 15 to_be obtained by the
obedience of the crealure.

and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God:
not of works—not according to the former cove-

1 will make a new covenant with the house of Is.
rael, and with the house of J udah—not according
to the former covenant, (which was on cenditions,)
because they continued not in my covenant, and [
reprarded them not, saith God.  For this is the cov-
‘enant that I will make with the house of Israek
and the house of Judah, saith God, I will put my
laws into their minds, and write them in their

be to me a people, and their sins and their iniqui-
ies will I remember nc more, This new cove-
nant is ordered in all things and sure: for God
new and predestinated them to be conformed
mage of bis Son. He calls them out of
s into the kingdom of God’s dear Son—
gives them to see their undone condition as trans-
gressors of his holy law, and under its curse.—
He also gives them to see that Christ had become
the end of the law for righteousness to all his be.
lieving children—gives an earnest of their inheri-
tance—shows them that it is his pleasure to justi-
fy and glorify them—that nothing shall be able to
separate them from the love of God which is in

But the Apostle has
said, that Itis bygrace ye are saved through faith,

naat—for behold the days come, saith God, when}

hearts, and I will be to them a God, and they shall]

dom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and::Redemp-
tion: and notwithstanding theré are many lo
heres, lo theres, and much. said of the ability of
man to will and to do, and so obtaining salvation
b improving the light that ig'in him, and the name
of religion has beconmie popular in this day of
boasted light-and knowledge—yet we have not so
learned Christ, for he found us in a desert land,
ina waste ng wilderness, and discovered to

us, that.we oor, and blind, and naked; hav-
ing no ko out, God in the werld; hav:
ing no j of his' holy character, and
taught recepts of that precious
gospel e'power of God unto salvation

very one t VES,,

We held our meeting with the churck im Jay,
and thankfully received your ‘messengers and
minutes, and solicit a continuance of your chris.
tian correspondence. Our next meeting will be
held, (if the Lord will,) with the First Baptist

1Chuarch in Whitefield, on Friday and Saturday
aext after the second Monday in Septeimber, 1845. .

e JOS. L. PURINGTON, Mod.
Wu. Quint, Jr., Clerk.

Extract from Minutes.

16. Voted, to open a correspondence with
Warwick Association, in the State of New York,
agrecably to the request of that Associatien.

17. Voted, that Joseph L. Purigton and«Phi-
lander Hartwell be messengers.to ithe: Warwick
Association, and that they be authorized to solicit
a corresponidence with the Baltimore, Delaware,
and Delaware River Associations, i ﬂ

20. Voted, that we solicit'g
interchange of minutes, with th
Meeting and Ketocton Assoerat
and that a copy of our minutes for
sent to'each of those Associations.

of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour is}

rious Redeemer, as the Alpha and Ome-|

STEBNS.

 COMTMHEUNE
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Hillsborough, Scatt co., Mi., Oct. 28, *44.
Brorurr Bmuse :—At the close of the Beth-
any Association, I was requested to send youa
copy of their minutes, requesting you to give it a
place in the Signs of the Times, so that the chil-
dren of God who are scatiered abroad may have
an opportunity to know that there is a poor little
bagd in the south, w'ﬁo‘heive separated. themsclves
i ude of the present day-
professors, having no cotifidémed in the works of
the flesh, but having full-confidence ‘in the  wis-
dom and power of God to manage all thiags ‘that
pértain to the building up.of his Zion en earth.—
Theérefore please to publish.as much ag you think.
will be interesting, or thentire minute: reat your -

ag
cs,

from the religious multi

disposal. :
‘Yours, as I hope, in Christ,
JESSE G, CURCE Us

iy

CONSTITUTION.

Ariticle 1. This Union shall be known by the
name of BrerHANY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION..

Artiele 2. This Association shall be composed.
of members chosen annually, by their respective
churches, and each church shall be entitled to
thresidelegates, who on producing letters certify-
ing their appointuvent, shall be entitled to seats.

Article @+ This Associotion shall have a Mod-
erator and Clerk, who shall be chosen immediate-
iv after the organization of “éach gession. '

Agicle 4. 'L;&is Association, shall hold  regular
amnual sessions, at such places as from time to;
time she shall designate, and when convened sha
only sit as an advisery counsel.

Article 5. This Association shall never possesss’
asingle atiribute of power: to lord it over God’s
heritage, but forever disclaims all right to interferg, ...
with the internal concerns of any church, and
holds each church to be independent in all matters
of intefHial government. :

Article 6, This Assoeciation may withdraw from
any church that shall become heterodox or dis-
orderly. . i SR

Article 7. This Association forever disclaims
all connection with every modern missionary so-
ciety, by whatever name called.- "~

Article 8, Mo church shall “hereafter be admit.
ted into this Unjofsintil she 'shall have first pro-
duced satisfactéry evidence of her being opposed
to all modern missionaty scheémes ; neither shall ;
thére be any newly constituted churches admitted - = -
inte this Union, unti) hey shall have’ first pros. -
duced copies of their Faith, and by ‘whom const
tated. : o
Article 9. "This Association shall have power to
adopt such rules for her government while in'ses. .
Ision, as she may deem: proper, subject to altera.=:

tion or amendment ; Provided, however, the same
shall not conflict with this Constitution, -

Article 10. This Association tay hold cor
pondence with suchi Associations asshe
orthodox, which shall be done by lettel
sengers- Lo
" Article 11. This Constitution shall not:-be a

d.or amended until two-thirds of thechurch

~ ARTICLES: OF FAITH.

Atticle 1. 'We believe’ in one God,-and the
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trlmty of persons in-the Godhead, the Father, the
Son, and the. Holy Ghost.

Article 2. We believe the scny?mes of the
Old and New. Testaments are-the revealed word
of God, and are the only rule of Faith and Prac-
tice.

Article 3. We believe in the fall of Adam and
consequent depravity of human Pature, and that
all mer by nature are ina state of wrath,and ut-
terly unable to recover themselves by their owa
free will ability iate the favor of God. ~

Article 4. We believe that God, before the
foundation of the world, chose a definite number

" of the human race in Christ Jesus to caivatlon,

and they in particular dre redecmed,

Ariicle 5. We believe that sinners are justified
only thiough the merits and efficacy of the obe-
dlence, death and resurrection of Christ imputed
to them.

Article 6. We believe that the absolnie and
eternal purposes of God, do hot set aside the ne-
.cessity of second cause ;—but the means by which
the purposes of God are.accomplished, are also a
part’of the decrees; and as it 1espects the salva-

‘of the elect; they are made effectual through
he agency of the Holy Ghost, to the callmg
quickening, regenetating, and making them meet
for the kingdom of heaven.

Ariicle 7. We believe that all those who were
called, " quickened, regenerated and justified, are
preserved in Christ and kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation, and ecan never fall
away, and finally be lost.

Article 8. We believe Jesus Christ who is the
Head and Lawgiver of the church, has institoted
the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper,
which are to be perpetually observed by the church
to the end of the world. )

Article 9. We believe that Baptism and the
Lord’s Sapper are ordinanees of Jesus Christ, and
that true believers are the only proper subjects, and

“that the proper mode of baptism is immersion.

Article 10. We believe in the resurrection both
of the just and the unjust, and the happiness of
the righteous and pumanmont of the wicked will
be cternal.

REASONS AND APPEAL.

When, in view of passing events, conscience
points out the necessity of breaking asunder the
bonds of Union that have hitherto bound together
those who profess to be of the same sentiments,
and to be governed by the same laws and rules:
it becomes those who dissent or separate them-
selves from others, to set forth their reasons for
such separation. :

Therefore, we, who have heretofore been mem-
bers of the Mount Pisgah Baptist Association,
hereby make known our reasons for separating

“ourselves from those brethren who shil choose to

remain in that body.

Firsi—Because they hold and publish to the
are now .more gospel ministers
[See Minutes
nveniion of Blay 4, 1838,

e

of the Baptist Staie.
page 7.
Second—DBecause they hold and publish to the
i at e§rban assments in pecuniary matters,
cted some of the holiest cntbrpnsms,
¢ the fadvancement of Messinh’s’ kingdom.—
{See Third annual Report of Amerwan and F. or-
on Bible Sociely. .
Third—Decause they are in the practice of
buying and scliing life-membership in s6cieties,
the Dr&ensmn'é .spreading the ‘gospel,
_thereby placmcr the gospel side by side with com-
mon merchandize, and placing the poor brother on

an unegnal footmg with therich hypoerite.—[ See
Constiiution of American Baptist Home Mission
Society, Article 3. :

Fourth—3Because they employ men at high
stipulated wages to go out, preach, and act as
auents in co'lectmrr money, und laying the claims
of education before the churches.—{ See Minutes
of Baptist State Convention, 1843 ; Appendiz A,
page 8.

Tﬂ’z—utcmce ‘i]ey hold and publish to the
world, that farge sums of money can be spent
with piuxieﬁce, economy and profit, in advaneing’
Christ’s kingdom ; if suchsums can be obtamed
and if such sum 15 cannot be obtained, such profita-
ble efforts cannot be effected : thereby laying such
stress upon money, as to make the advancement’
of the Redeemer’s kingdom entirely dependent on
the amount of money that can be ralsed thereby
placing the salvation of God’s church on human
effort and contingency, which isin direct violation
of God’s system of salvation, as revealed in his
written and infallible word, which he has given
the rule of our faith and practice.-—[See
Tenth Annual Report of Baptist Home Bission-
ary Society, page 18, April 26, 1842. :

These are some of the réasons that impel us to}
the course that we are now pursuing. We do not.
wish to be understood assaying, that all the breth..
ren from whom we have separated, are in the
rect and immediate practice of all' the unscri

ral and newl y mvemed scheraes against which"

for

e

sustain all the mammon.like schemes of the pres-
ent day socletles, which were never participated
in by the Baptists until within our i
But we hold such brethren to be in
countenancing and continuing i fel
those who are practising and endeavoring t
out such worldly and unscriptural measures
have herein set forth, for we are unwilling o give
up the long cherished doctrine and sentiments up-
on which the Baptists have relied, ever since the

Lord Jesus Christ established his church on earth..

Finally, brethren, addressing ourselves to you~wh@r~

profess to be particular Baptists of the Old School,
but who are suffering such things to be preached
and practised amongst you, as are learned from
man and not from the word of God, it is for you
to say, not us, whether we can longer walk in
i with you.  We regret, and so must- you, to
see brethren, proreasmg the same faith, severing
thes xves from each other : but brethren, if you
co us either to sanction the traditions and in.
ventions of men as religious obhgatmns, or to sep-
arate ourselves from you, the sin heth at'your own
docr,

Thus, brethren, our appeal is to you—you may
treat it with contempt, if you can despise the
cause for which we contend, in "conformity to the
word of God.
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IOH AN IZIPROVABLE 8CIBNCD.
@‘ouﬁh "'zh, Bradford co., Pa., Pov. 26, ’44.

That God has left men fo believe that religion is
an improvable science, is fully demonstrated from
a variety of cirgunstances: among which are—
¢ Schools, Acade.
exhaustible fountains
terature;,’ proves as
, that the host of them
y study acquire the
- the gospel ministry, be.
lieye that relig o émprovable science, and
lies within the reach " of mortal men, blinded by

mies, andf'CoHeges’; ai’é
of true piaty, morality,”
with the light of a sunb
that believe that 1

qualifications reqy

the god of this Woxfd and led captive by satan at
his will ,

c
here complain, or that all of them dlrectly favor or

"I men have powe

2d. All the popular, professed benevolent so-
cleties, from the mammoth American Bible So-
ciety, Foreign and Bomestic Missionary Societies,
and so'on down to the Rag Bag, Doll Baby, and
Pincushion societies, with all their concomitants
and collaterals, show beyond room for a doubt that
suchas are engaged in them, believe that religion
is an advancing,

improvable science, and may be
improved by such as are in darkness, and under the
power of a carnal mind, which is enmity against
God—not subject to the law of Gad, neither in:
deed can be. Lo
3d.~.The whole is based ‘upon the doctrine of

Free-will, Free-agency, &c., asis proved to a
demonstration by their zeal, the efforts they make,
and their great success in leadiffg!such as are afs,.
ter the flesh to engage in pursuing & fleshly reli
iom. . They seek rellg‘on they get“religion, and
they live-after the flesh according to their éhglon‘. :
and in their rehmous zeal shows what their religion
is, and what it is fot: "

- That it is not relying on the Spm
they sho

of God,
themselves ; for they S'ty it depend
ice, exertxon, -'1cceptanee
on prayer, on

Titual religion they show
their Who}e syste t the doctrin

regeneratnon,

ceptably, ther
of the Spirit, in'e
natural man cando .

That they have not a spir itual religion, is:clear
from the fact ?hat they believe not in the neces.
6f%the Father’s revealing the Son t6 men,
in order for them to know hlm but believe they
by searching (seeking) can find him themselves;
and by their study can qualify themselves for the
work of an Apostle, That their religion is not a
spiritual religior, appears from their being sensual,
and not having the Spirit of God.

‘T'hat their religion is uot a spiritual religion, is
fully shown by thémselves in their numerous com-
plaints against the preaching of the cross, where-
in they declare it is. foolishness ‘to them ; and
they stumble at the word, being disobedient; “&c.
That their religion is not the religion of Jesus
Christ, “is plain, because *“no man knoweth the
Son, but the Father ; peither knoweth any man ..
the Father, save the Son, and e to whomsoever -
the Son will reveal him.” And their own testi.
mony shows that they get theirs themselves,—
How different the two religions are! One is

fleshly, the other, spiritual ; one is declared to de-
peund upon the creature’s will, the other, upon the:
will of God. One is according to the creature’s

chcice—the other, af-cosqm:v to the c‘w*ce of God
One _is natural, the other is spiritual. Sueh as™
are only born'of the flesh can, and do obtain and
enjoy one: none can enjoy the other, bui such as
are born of the Spirit.  Ope leads its devotees to
trust in an arm of flesh, means, or money : the
other learns its possessor to trust alone on the al.
mighty arm of God. The one leads its possessor
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to fear if he is not faithful to keep his religion,
that he shall lose it and be damned at last: the
other kuows if his religion does not keep him, he
shail surely perish; for he has'no power to'keep
himself, or his religion.” The possessor- of the
onas telks much of what he has done, and is still
determined {o do: the other, of what God by
grace has done for him. One religion Jeads men
o be proud, self-sufficient, boasters; whilé" the
other makes its possessor humble, dependent in
his feelings, and submissive. The possessor of]
one wrangles with God, disputes his will, and hates
his ways: the other, reconciled to God, loves ho.
liness, and enjoys peace in believing. One leads
men to dospise the righteousness of Christ, and
ek to establish theu own, and adorn themselves
ath the work’ of’ their .own hands: the other, to
zefoice in:this;" nat the Lord is their righteousness,
and I",LVP gdorns them from tne fulness of his
grace. Oue ﬁ s men. mth vam rriorym th"e
cther tea :
One; tea: ,v
geripiares - that they are ckad
and can'work their passa

be their life,
from sin to ho]iness a

One teaches;
ties, tney can
nd .obtain gos-

of man by nature, and what lengths they are pre-
pared to, ‘go without the interposition of divine
grace. Nay, we even see in out ranks, as profes.
sed Old Baptists, those who pm;ﬁgate‘what I be.

.Fsammer, and heard some truth and some error.—
TThe first that T atiended was Red River, heid at

.| Burely some of us have departed from the faith

the preservation of the church in this day of
darkness and delusion ; for notwithstanding all
the boasted light of modern religionists, and all
their efforts to enlighten the world, we still ses
that the man of sin 1s mau;mcr rapid strides thro’
the world, not only among non-professors, but- in
the religious community he appears to predomi-
nate; he has long since raised: his standard and
unfurled his banner, and thousands are flocking
daily thereto. ' What an incontrovertible truth
this displays in the fallen and degenerated estate

lievé'to be as much opposed to the lomor and
glory of God, as the worst species of arminian-
istn; and in the course of my travels through
the fand, T hear it at almost every corner. I have
been permitted to attend three Associations this

Sulphur Fork, Robertson co., Tennesse. Here
had a large display of eternal and sclfexis.
‘devil, non-resurrection with all its etcastera.
I'was led to think, what aré we coming to.—=

and order of the gospel, and from the ancient
rom that sure foundation which God
ion for all his chosen. The nexi one

by the law of
at they can be
and. death. One

liberated from the la ;
religion makes men believe tjia “can and do
see, when they are blind; hear, et tbey are
deaf ; ‘and fee}, or move, when they are dead 4%
the religion of Jesus awakes the dead, gives them
life and sensation, eyes to see, ears to hear, and
hearts to understand and_ love the truth.  The.
religion of one is real bondage, under the law, and
under its curse : the religion of the other is in
gospel liberty, being made free by the Son of Ged,

and blessed with the enjoyment of his fulness.—
The one religion leads its victims the way to hell.
to be miserable forever : the other to Christ, the
way to glory, tolive and reign with him in eter-
nal bliss, The possessors of the one inherit lies,
and shame shall be their everlastiug inheritance ;|
the other have in Christ an unfading and unwast-
ing inheritavce, as heirs of God, and joint heirs

2

with Christ, and shall dwell with him forever in
" the mansion he has gone to prepare for them.

Yours in hope of an inheritance among the
hlessed,

H. WEST.

FOR THE SIGNS COF THE TIMES.
Williamson co., Ten., Nov. &, 1844,
Dear sroruer Beess :~—Through the kind

ercies of a covenant God, I am yeta spared ob-
ject of his goodness and loving kindness, and am

énce move permitted to address the ehildren of
God through the * Signs.”

if T'am not mistaken, I feel to adore the riches

of Almighty Grace, that is evidently displayed in

{tion. WIill brother Moore let us hear from him on
that subject? We had a precious season at Cum-

River, at Bethlehem, Rutherford co.,
Tenpesse. We had good preaching, with the ex-
ception of one sermon, and in that the non-resur-
rection was preached in the strongest and most
positive terms I ever heard. +The feelings of the
brethren were much dampened, and the hurt will
not soon be healed, if ever.

Now I 'want to know, brother Beebe, if the
heresy of a non-resurrection is not as bad a one as
any in the 'world? Does it not stand in opposi-
tion to the expressed will of God? Is it mot' de-
structive 1o the hope of all God’s children 7—
What I ask—What are we contending.;
this be true 7 The point contended for by
is, no resurrection of the body. Well, if
position be true, we niight as well close the Book
forever; * for if° the dead rise not, then is Christ
not raised, and if Christ be not raised, then your
faith is vain, you are yet in your sins.” 1 under.
stand that this heresy is prevailing to an alarming
extent in the bounds of Richland Association. I
heard your worthy agent, brother A. Moore, give
us a short account of it at Cumberland Associa-

berland Association. This sound and respectable,
body of Baptists met with the'church.at Wilson’s
Creek, Williamson eo.,’Tennsssee. There was
quitea lar ze attendancefof visiting brethren in the
ministry,—the preachi as all of the rmht sort;
it was grace from first to
people were fed and co
promises of the gospel :
tobe forgotten by many.

We had the pleasure of

'there no Physician there 7’ - Yes, blessed be God.

oiy] without and enemies within, all warring against

Ireaders, will be please to copy this letter into the

hearing our beloyed old brother, Elder John Bob.|

bet preach at this Association. Though old, and.
nearly woin out, he ably centends for the truth.
It is a comfort and" consolation to every one of
the children of grace, that there are some who yet
contend for that faith which was once delivered to
the sai -the same faith that every true prea’ch-
er yet'contends for, and thatis the faith of God’

elect, and we know of no oither in the word Qf'
God,orthat willstanditsserutiny; and notwithstand.-
ing-all the false notions of religion in the land,
this is the only faith that brings comnfort and con-
solation to the poor, sm-burdencd soul. Hence,
my brother, when I come to contemplate the
wondrous workings of divine grace in the soul,
taking away the principles of the old man and
implanting that new and ever living principle
Christ in the soul.the hope of giory, [ am lost in
ecstasies and S‘urprxse i but this doctiine has ever
been vpposed by'the phatisaical part of mankind,
both in ancient and modern days ; human fgture
is no befter now than it was then the same p

ciples governing the heart ang

nothing able to
me grace. All the ef-
forts of man, whether of a religious character o
otherwise, fail to accomplish it ; and all the theolo-
gists and worldly wise men may rack their brains,
but they cannot effectit; work after work, nay,
volumes have been produced, the most stupendous
projects formed,(though of a fatile character,)
such as the institutions of the day in all their mul-
tiform varieties, have all proved vain : no earthly
plan then can be of any avail iz any possible man.~
ner. But then * [s there no Balm in Gilead, is

eradicate it short of

Ye children of Zion, there iz a sovereign remédy,
that fountain opened in the house of David for -
sin and uncleanness, which exactly suits the case
of 'every poor sinner: though naked by nature,
it clothes you in the robes, even the rightecusness
of Jesus, which is, by the faith of God, unto all
and upon all them that believe. Verily we may
say with the old Apostle, “O the depths,” &e.
You cannot expect to be perfect while in the flesh;
trials and tribulations™ await you here—enemies

you. But O! to look forward and bchold the
lovely Jesus made every thing for you, your Wis.
dom, your Sanctification, your Righteousness, and -
Redemption ; in short, every thing preparcd for
your etemal welfare : your corraptible body will
go through the crucible of death, but will be raised
and fashioned like unto his (Jesus’) glorious body.

Then it is that you will shout the victor’s song— .
O grave where is thy victory ! © death where is..
thy sting ? : :

Farewell : And may God who Isrich in mercy
preserve his chosen flock from every.error and de-
lusion, is the sincere prayer of a p'i;'or sin

- Unworthily yours in gospel bonds, -
JOHN H. GAMMON.

At the request of some of brother Jewett’s

Advocate ?
.J.",H.- Gy :
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. FOR THE SIGNS OF THE-TIMES.
Efdriinsburg, Va.,; Nov. 12, 1844,
Deait BroTuEr Brese:—In obédience to my
t, T will indulge
a few moments to write you a few lines ; and as
I believe that all the information you ean get of
the various is not
enly acceptable, but imparts to you az ‘peculiar- sat-
isfaction ; and under this conviction, it gives me
unbounded pleasure to inform you that I have re-
cently returned from the Juniatta Association, in
harmonious meet-

promise to you when I saw you la

branches of the Zion of God,

Pennsylvania, which was truly a
ing of the saints of God;
nimity of sentiment, feeling,
as is seldom Witne%‘ed in-this cloudy and dark
day. Indeed, brother Beebe, I think that all those
who are worthy of the name of Baptists, are a pe-
culiar people; and why should they not be so, as
we are told they shall ali be taught of God, &e. ?
That Asscciation is now reorganized under 2 re-

whete was such a uni-
interest, and object,

vised constitution: there were five churches rep-
resented by letters and messengers:as Apostolic or
Old Schigel Baptists of the rmht stamp, only trust.
ingin the living God, knowing nothing among the
people save Jesus Christ and him crucified; and
- are constantly beset on every side, as was Moses
and Aaron, when the Lord directed them to speak
all that he should command unto Pharoah, in re-
lation to the emancipation of the children of Is.
" rael from Egypiian bondage, of which see the
marrative in Exodus, the 7th and 8th chapters ;
where the wise mén and sorcerers, with their nec-
romancing enchantments, were had in requisition,
ito-attempt or try todo all the miracles which those
servants of God were commanded and enabled to
perform in the sight of Pharach; see also the ill-
ustration by the great Apostle to the gentiles, in
swriting to his son Timothy, in his second epistle,
‘84 .chapter, and particularly the 8th verse. In
this chapter the Apostle had a prophetic view, in
-anticipation of latter day sin, which he gives
special instructions how to discrimirate and char-
.acterize, by which the <children of God, when they
vead, may also understand. Indeed, I think this
is a day that would seem te require double dili-
‘gence in saints, searching the word of God care.
fully and prayerfully, that they may be thoroughly
furnished unto every good work ; for no prophe-
<y of the scriptures is of private interpretation.
_ 'Therefore let the true ministers of God faithfully
proclaim the word of Divine truth, with all meck-
ness and candor, yielding in humble submission to
the divine will, knowing this, that he that letteth
will let, &c.. May grace, mercy, and peace be
- multiplied to you, and all the deas saints of God,
for Christ’s sake.
Y ours,
Unworthy as ever,
M. A. VANCLEYE.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Greene co., Pa., Dec.

Question— What is Free Agency?

I suppose it is a compound ; God’s free 1
Adam to.eat, and the serpent’s influence on ‘ma

10,-1844.

Jform you thatl am in the land of the living.

{language of Canaan, and a

to destroy the church of Christ. For: whep Geod
made man, he pronounced him wvery goed ; and
God planted a garden in Eden, and thére he put
the man to dress it and to keep it. There being
plenty of fruit of every*kind, he had full liberly
to eat of all that grew in the garden, excepting
one.
shall surely die; but by refusing or passing by it
youshall live. Adam being a good man, (crea-
ture good,) God left bim freeto choose or refuse.
This freedom being given, curiosity or something
else led him to take and eat, and by so doinur
brought a curse on all his posterity forever; ard

that pleased the serpent so well that he was deter-
miged to bestow upon man some great honor, and
profit to the
the character of ministers, and wou
it abroad. Awnd he proposed io them to be his
agents, to carry on his work of deceiving others, if
possible, to prevent Christ from obtaining that
which he had promised to red ; that is, his
ceny;  notwith-

brid
But to show

cer

a A
ae 24

or church : which hedid r

standing the opposition of ‘satan:
loy

agems) are determined to harass the chirch mili
tent, and to divide if not destroy them : and t)ﬁy
one Old School Baptist left in fificen years; g
they caused distraction
churches, and

have in some o

AT
aly

ied others altocretﬂ.er.
reason Is, there were too many of their own sort
with the church.

do them good ;-

But it is a just sifting, and will
for it will cause them to seek more
diligently, pray more earnesily, watch more care-
fully against impositors, and it will be a great bles-
sing when they can get clear of all such as the
benevolent institutions, (so called,) and those that
cherish the general atonement doctrines, for it is
very evident that the New Testament never taught
such doctrine ; and it is' my earnest desire that all
the sons and daughters of Abraham, by faith, may
come out from all such, and have no fellowship
with the unfraitfel works of darkness, but flee
from them as from an enemy, and be content to
be a little flock, and bear all the taunts and jeers,
and try to add to their faith virtue, and to virtue
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance,” and to
temperance patience, and to patience godliness,
and to godliness, brotherly kindness, and to broth-
erly kindness, charity, which :s the bond of per.
fectness, and will support the -church through all
the billows of -a persecuting world, until they reach
the peaceful shores of eternal bliss, where the

tat rest.

Brother Beéebe, I once more take my pen to in-
I
desire to continue thereading of your paper: [es.
teem it as the messenger of information from one
child of God to another, that we may learn the
gomfort to the chil-
dren of the same Father, to' learn of his children
doing well, and living in love and peace. [ de-
sire to learn all the precepts, exhortations, invita.
) promisgs and commandments. Iread the word

Now if you eat of this forbidden tree you

active ones, such as wouid come under,
id proclaim:

valty to their-oid master, the devil in\,y (satan

do boast.of it too, for they say there shail not be

The

wicked cease frem troukling and the weary are|

of God first, for itis the truth as it was_ in.Jesus.
Tam one of those who were provoked to with-
draw from the church™ of which Elder Whkitlach
is pastor, because I said Adam was not a spiritua

man before he sinned, and 1 said the spirituality

of the New Testament was given to the church
kor believers; and not to the unbeliever. For these
and some trifling causes of no weight, they said
they never would fellowship me until I confessed
my fault.” “Tasked for a fair inyestigation, but
they womd not give it to me, so I stand alone. I
do not offer to confess, haying nothing to confess
|to them on theif charge, and they do not call on
me for a union.

HENRY RUSSEL.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE ;E‘IDIES.

Westmoreland, Oreida co., N. Y., Dec. 3, ’44.
BroTazr BEEBD —Will Iyou give notice of

a Meeting to be held with the Orthodox Baptist
Church in. Westmoreland, -on Thursday and Fri.
;uy o f'oxe the Sd Lord’s day in Jan. 1845 ~which

‘the friends of School Re:
use of Rof‘lﬂa"zd co.; N. Y.
iblisked call, the citizens of
Cou and vicinity, thhout distinetion
of party in polities or religious sect, convened at
the Court House at Clarkstown, on Friday the
13th ult. :

John A. Johnson, Esq., was called to preside,
and Jesse Conklin, Eisq., was chosen as secretary.s.

Victor M. Drake, Esq., of Goshen, was intro. -
duced to he meeting by the president, and opened
the discussion in a short speech, upon the general
defects and corruptions - of the, present District
School System of this State, a,?gd'of the necessity
of speedy and thorough reform. -~ After Mr. Drake
concluded his remarks, a moti"n was made and
seconded that Nicholas E. Blauvelt, Esq., (county
superintendent,) be invited to address the ‘meet-
ing. . The president saw no occasion for the mo-
tion, as by the call of the meetmg ‘which had
been read, he understood that every gentleman
present wasat liberty toaddress the meeting with.
out special resolutions. The motion was how-
ever pressed, the question tried, and lost, a ma.
jority voting in the negative. The president still
extending the liberty to Mr. Blauvelt or any other
gentleman on either side who might choose to
|speak, Mr. Blauyelt arose and opened a book
of manuscript foolscap, and proceeded to read
therefrom copious extracts from popular authors,
duly arranged intoan essay,upon theimportance of
popular edycation, sndulging in some original gibeg
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" of sarcasms, insinuations, &c. ; but unfortunately
avoiding the merits of the question on which the
meeting had been called together. After reading
several sheets, the meeting showed evident signs
of dissatisfaction, that the time should be con.
sumed in hearing that which was so-irrevelent to
the subject. We listened attentively, but could
discover but very little in the argumentative part
of the essay, that the reformers have ever hjected
to. There appeared to be evidently a design
throughout the superintendent’s writfen speechs
to mislead the minds of the audience, to suppose
the design of the reformers was to circumscribe
the operation of the District Scheols, abridge the
facilities it affords for a general diffusion of edu-
cation among the masses, and finally to destroy
the system altogether.

Mr. Blauvelt was very ably answered by Mr.
Drake, who proceeded to show that altheugh the
whole amount of educational funds, appropriated
by the state, is between six and seven rﬁillions,
Jess than two millions of available fands are ap-

plied fo suppoxt our common schools, which are de-

R s;gued for the masses of the children of the state;
and while the present apportienment gives to ac-

zdemic. students:$4,50 each, and to collegiate
~ scholars, which are almost exclusively of the rxch

, "hele isless than 42 cents applied annug

the present system, viz:
1, Unnecessary expensweness. '
2. Ineguality of Distribation.
3. Dangerous investment of power.
4. Voluminous, complicated, and mystified
Jaws. ,
5. Appropriation of funds to colleges and acade.
imies. S
6. Taxing. {he poor for the exciusxve benefit of
‘the rich, o
7. Establishment' of State Religion through the|"
,schools, e
8. Coercion of the consciences of those who
“believe in revealed religion.
9. Prostitution of the Bible. )
10. Seizure of the rights of parenis to super-

e

intend the moral, mental, and religious training of

their own children.

11. Commiiting that charge to men in whom
we have no confidence. ;

12. Bistrict School Journal upon
the freemen of the state, by fines and penalties.

. 'The project for drilling, in Normal Schocls,

Lmdcr the supervision of the Regents of the Uni-
versily, at the people’s cxpenss, thcse who are to
be licensed to teach school 1n our state, thereby
aifording a ready method of bringing about a uni.
form system of state religion, politics, &c.

14. The borrowing from Prussia and other des-

imposing the

potic nations, a model for the training of our chil-
dren, who are destined hereafter to manage the
state affairs of our great repuﬁﬁc;% ;

By way of amendment of our system, we pro-
posed to lop off the ex&'esences and abuses,

pro rata, (equally,) so that all may fare alike in
the enjoyment of that for whieh the poorest la-
bores is taxed to as great an amount as the most
wealthy. To discontinue all appropriations for
different grades of schools, and apply all our pub.
lic funds to elevate the order and reduce the ex-
pensiveness of District Schooling. To restrict
the course of popular education to literary aec-
quiremé‘hts, leave religion, politics, &e.. to be
taught elsewhere. To leave each district free to
determine what books shall be used in the schools,
and whetlier the Bible be read in the schools or
not, to the dictation of the districts.

To leave the districts free to choose their own
schoolmasters, providing only that teachers to be
paid by taxation, &e., shailin all cases possessthe
proper literary qualifications,

A modification and abridgement of the pow.
ers of the State Superintendent, abolition of Nor
mal Schools, a repeal of the law compelling the
‘people to patronize the District School Journal.

5 While ourself and Mr. Drake were speaking,
1we were several times interrupted by some four ot
1| five smooth chinned pedagogues, for explanations,
proof, &c., which were all duly attended to, ex.

! cepting the case of a lad from West Chester co.,

whose insolence sank him beneath notice.

This

Normal Scheel at Albany,

. Other gentléemen who spoke in favor of the pres-
ent school system, were Messrs. Fisher and Geo.
' Van Houten. - All of whom, ‘with the exception
of the last named gentleman, are Living upon the
school funds of the state, and have strong induce-
ments to plead for the bridge that takes them safe
over.

When at length the people were satisfed that
the discussion had proceeded far encugh, a motion
was made to take the sense of the meeting, which

vas of course opposed by the friends of the system
as it is; but the motion was finaily put, and all in
favor of the proposed reform were requested to
occupy the left hand side of the Court Room, and
those in favor of the system, asit is, 1o occupy the
right ; when there was a general rush to the left,
when the county superintendent with his friends,
finding themselves entirely alone, also went over
to the left, éayi;zg they also were for reform |

‘A motion was then made that a Comniittee of
Five be appointed to draft Resolutions expressive
of the sense of the meeting, on the subject of

meeting when ready to report, and to give due ne-
tice of the time and place. v

nents of reform wgre nominated in
quick succession, to serve on the Committee ; but
were veloed by the almost unarnimous volc ¢
meeting. Tinally a full committee was nomi

Several oppo

distribute all the educational funds of our state, |

young man, welearned, was a candidate from West. |
,|chester county to eat out our substance at the

Bchool Reform, with instructions to call another|th

is insisie

ted of decided reformers, viz : John T. Blanch,

Esq., Doct. Fohn Demarest, J. B. Wood, Johm
A. Johnson, and Frederick Van Orden, Gnd ap-
pointed without opposition, after which the Con-
vention adjourned.

"This meetmrr was well attended, and the people
manifested a commendable spirit upon the subject ;
they will nottbe dissuaded from their purpose by
the pensioned advocates of the P
of the present system.

Prussian features

MEerancaory Svicipz.—Elder Daniel HMead,
of Roxbury, Delaware co., N. Y., for many years
a highly respectable minister of th gespel, had
been laboring for some months past under a very
afflictive depressivn of mind, and nervous affec-

tion, in which he expressed the most distressing

doubts in regard to the reality of his ever having
been called of God to the work of the ministry,
On Satarday, Nov. 30th, hung. himself, He
was discovered about ten minutes from the time
he had left thethouse, by his wife, who with the

rk

assistance of her daughter immediate]y‘?éut him

down, and bled him with a penknifé. He how-
ever lingered about twelve hours and expired.—
This is a most afilicting stroke to his family and
numerous friends, and ‘o the church of Christ,
with whom he had sustained a most unblemished
character for a long succession of years. His
age we should judge to be about 65 years, We

shall hereafter be furnished with the particulars of

this painful event more minutely, _by our brethren
of Roxbury.

Operation of the Prussian School Laws in New
York, again.—In the 22d number of our last vol-
ume, we called the attention of cur readers tothe
report of Doct.-D. M. Reese, Counly Supétin-
tendent-of Schools, for the city and. county of N.
York. The following extract will serve to show
the conflict of sentiment among the Prussian of-
ficers of our New York School System, and the
threatning aspect of affairs among them in the
metropolis of cur Empire State,

‘rom the Weekiy Courier and Enquirer.

% Board of Education.—Girarpus Cranx,
Esgq., presiding. " This board met last night, anda
portion of their procesdings were very interesting.
The Commiitee on Annual Appropriations, to
whom were referred the two reports of the County
Superintendent, Dr. D, M. Reese, made their re-
port, which occupied upwards of an hour in the -
It is a mest masterly production, and
completely answers and refutes the elaboratere.
ports of the superintendent. - The document com.
mences by a sirong animadversion upon the igno.

-, 33 v
reading.

rance of his official duties displayed by Dr. Reese,
agserting that if he had been better informed of -
es h‘e would have confined himselflo

dividual

Y embexs of this Board., His power, it
5 confined to examine, to advise, coun-
‘and réport whether the law had been violated
¥ the use of ‘any sectarian books ; but he had no
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authority to instruct or direct the teachers as to
the books they should use; without the concur-
rence of the Ward officers: . It is denied -that the
Bible is excluded from ahy schools. TFhe children
are allowed to bring them to the sch ‘s‘, and the
report states, ‘that the reading of the: scrlptures

would have been practised ere long miich more|

universally, if the superintendent had”confined

himself to the performance of his duties, The
_use of the Bible in the schools is entirely at the
* discretion of the Ward officers, and &
or trustees of the schools participating in the
school fund. 'This Board, it is insisted, has mo

right to compel the reading of the bible withdut
note or comment, and where they have nosuch ar-

bitrary power, it would be absurd -to suppose that
the schools which do not use it should be deprived
of their share of the fund. It is left to the board
to decide what is sectarian, and which it is the
duty of th supmmtende*}t to.report what he may
deem a viclation of that palt of the law ; yet his
report, or his docirine is not to be received in evi.
dence that it is a’i('_iblvation of the law in the sense
which. he claims for it.” There is nothing in the
act to compel the reading of the Bible in the pub-
lic schoels, nor, in ‘the opinion of the committee,
is there any thing in the act to sustain his views
of the law. The Committee report as their
opinion, that the fact of the exclusion’ of the bible
in certain schools in the 4th, 6th, 12th, and 14th
wards, isnot inculcating or teaching the doctrines

or tenets of any kparticu)ar sect, within the intent

and meaning of the 12th section of the present
School Law. '

The Report after going at length into a refuta-
tion-of other assertions of the County Superm-
tendent, conclude

Resolved, 'lha :
power undei the’ present law, to- dete1mm ;

. books shall be used in the Public or Ward Schools
-0t this City and County, that power being left en-
tirely in the hands of the school officers, and the
trustees of,mai}ag’ers of the several schools and so-

cieties, who are atithorised by law to share in the|.

agportnon*nent of the school moneys.

Resolved, That the readingyior omission toread

a portion of scripture, at ‘the i

schools, (unless accompamed by some religious

sectarian instrucilon, or the use of some sectanan

' books,) does not vitiate” the 1e<ral claim of such

~:school toa share in the annual apportionment of

- the school money.

Resolved, That the Board of Education do
hereby recommend to the trustees or managers of
-all the schools under their supervision, the reading
of a chapter from the Bible, without note or com-
ment, at the com:aencement of each of their mor-
ning and afterncon sessions; this resolution not

eing intended as a recommendation of any par-

Aicular version of the Holy Scriptures.

: Accompanying the: report were lettars frem of.
ficers of the various wards, who are accused by
the superintendent of violating the Tlaw, by exclu-]
dingthe:Bible, in which they “all demy that the
:eadmtr of the scriptures has-been officially pro-

) hlblted by thein, or that the Bible witheut note: or
comment has been excluded on the ground that it
s inculcating sectarian docirine within the mean.

- ing of the law. The report is sigied by Henry

Nicoll and Josiah Rich Esgs., and a majority re.

port was read, (from 8. C. Doremus, Esq.,) in

fore the Board, but it wa
‘tion was then made £

he managers

which he .upholds all the acts'and statements of]
Dr. Reese. A lef as then read from Doctor
‘Reese, asking' perm: “t6' be heard verbally " be-
Hot pressed, and a mo-
all the documents on the
unication was
‘he reiterates
te or comment,

table to be printed..
then read from Dr. Rees
the charge that the Bible with
has been excluded official -some schools,
and he asserts that:the ority - of the Board
must either be interposed to prevent this by with-
holding their share ,of the ‘sch ANONE ‘, or ta-

clares his mtentaon e. withouu
note or comrment 1ntc

has beenexcluded by

openmrr of the
, if any teacher
mpliance with his
instruetions; ki
any two inspectors of the ward, to annul the teach-
er’s license, and where he can find two inspectors
who will do their duty without fear or favox, he
will do his own.

But if" the inspectors refuse in any case to co-
operate with him, unless an appeal is taken to the
State Superintendent, he will apply to the Supreme
Court for a peremptory process to vindicate the
law and sustain its officer.
lay the reports on the table, a long and animated
debate sprang up, which was continued to a late
hoar. 'The report of the majority of the Com-

by every citizen.”

OLD SCHOOL MEETING.
An Old School KMeeting Wi[l be held at Qlive,
Ulster county, N. Y., commencing on Saturday

on Monday the 20th, the cmzens of Ulster co.,|.
rill. be. addressed by Eid

cal Reform of the
s.State, in the Old
s House at Olive.

p :
District School f:aystem of
Baptist Meeting

Taz BALLAD ON OUR NEXT PAGE is no ex-
ageration of historical fact. Sewall, in his His.
tory, gives many instances of the fiendlike cruelty
of Protestant Puritans, against the early non-con-
formists in the east, from which we copy the fol-
lowing :—

¢ December 22d, 1662, at Dover, Anne Cole-
man, Mary Tomkins and Alice Ambrose, were
sentenced to be fastened to the cart-tail, and whip-
ped on their naked backs, through eleven towns,
distance of eighty miles. 'Then on a very cold

iday, the deputy, Walden at Dover, caused these

women to be stripped naked from the middle, up-
ward, and tied to a cart, and then whipt them,
while the Parson looked on and laughed at ii.

The unjust and bloody sentence of death, (says
Sewall, page 226,) was executed upon William
Robinson and Marmaduke Stephenson, the 27th
of October, 1659, When they were come near
the gallows, the parson, (Wilson,) tauntingly said

to Robinson, ¢ Shall such jucks ‘as you come in

before authority with their bats on? To which

 Robinson replied, * Mind you, mind you, it is for,

ds the powe’ with the consent of

On the motion to

mittee above referred to, will be published, and
we venture to say, will be read with deep interest

cehe,. on. the et

the not putting of the hat, that we are put to
death.’
The persons, (remarks the same author, p. 254,),
that were hanged were barbarously used, even their
shirts were:xipped off with a knife, and their na-
ked bodies cast_ into a hole that was dug without
rlany covering ;. and Parson Wilson makes a ballad
on them. ™ e

In 1658, (wiites Sewall, page 190, 192,) Wil
liam Brent and William Leddia came to Newbury ;
{thence they were carried to Boston to the House
of Correction, to work there ; but they uawilling

-|to submit thereto, were kept five days witheut any

food, and then beaten twenty strokes withia three
corded whip.
Next they were put in irons, necks and  heels
so close together that there was no room between
them for the lock that fastened them, and kept in
that situation for sixteen hours, and then brought
to the mill to work ; but Brent refusing, was beat-
en by the inhuman jailor, with a pitched rope, -
more than a hundred strekes, till his flesh was
bruised info a jelly, his bedy turned cold, and for
sometime he had neither soemg, feeling, nor hear- .
ing.. ’
The Parson John Norton was heard to say, -
¢ William' Brent endeavored {0 beat our gospel o ‘
dinances black and blue, if then he b¢ beaten blac‘:k.; :
and blue, it is but just upon him ; and I will ap- .
pear in the behal im that did so.” Pages 193,
e-same author,) both men
aked from the waist and
ail, and scourged in the

. . ost hile th
the 18th day of January inst., at 11 o’clock, A. Pa:so'ls - r‘:ll: ar;]ianﬂsltlfr;to‘l:s 10 suc;
M., and continue through Sunday the 19th.. And| " " " ARCIpal 1stg .

more than ness, were pleased in noth-

ing better than he :exercise of such anti-chris.
tian and diabolical-crueltics,” =~

Such were the.
kers, Baptists,a
knowledge th

rueltxes perpetrated upen Qua-
1 others who refused to ac-
thodoxy of the Presbyterian
church and sta :doetrines of the 15th century,
in Massachusetts. To say nothing .of the banish.
ment of Roger Williams (a Baptist minister) from
their colony into exile, toreturn only on pain of death,
and the dsowning of multitudes’of fémales, under
pretence that they were supposed to’ be witches,
are not the instances copied ahove, suﬁicrent toad-
monish every friend to hu mty—everv chris-.
tian—every patriot who loves the free institutions
of our couhtry, to wafch, with unremitting vigi-
lence, the diabolical movements of those who are
longing and praying for a return of what they
call “the purer days of New England,” when the
clergy were respected as the spiritual guardians of
all our schools, &e. Tt is highly important to re-
fresh the memory of -the; Ppeople, in regard to the
cruelties of those who are now the loudest in ut-
tering anathemas against the Catholics, for hav.
ing been guilty in Rome, France, and Spain, of
what they have themselves committed {o the ex-
tent of their power and opportunity jn our own
country. N T

New Acenr.~Col. L. Wﬂliams, Warsaw, Hancock co. .
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The following vety touching bal-
slad, written by J. G. Whittier, is
founded on an incident related in Se-|
wall’s History. P
A& son and daughter of Lawrence|
Southwick, of Salem, who had him-|
self been imprisoned and deprived of
all his property for having entertain-
ed two Quikers at his house, were
fined, for not attending church, ten
pounds each, which they were unable
to pay.. The General Court, then
siiting at Boston, issued an order by
which the treasurer of the count
-was “fully empowered to sell the said
“persons to any of the English nation
at Virginic or Barbadoes, to answer
said fines.” Anattempt was made to
carry the decree into execution, but
no ship-tnaster was found willing to
.- convey the prisoners {o the West
» Indies,” ’

THE BALLAD
OF CASSANDRA SOUTHWICK.
To the God of ali sure mercies
L.et my blessings rise to-day,
¥rom the scefferand the cruel
He hath plucked thie spoil away,~
Yea, He who cooled the furnace
Arcund the faithful ihree,
And tamcd the Chaldean liens,
" Hath set his bandmaid free !
- Last night I saw the sunset
Melt through my prison bars,
Last night across my damp earth~floor
- 7. 'Fell the pale gleam of stars;
In the coldness and the darks
All through the long ni
My grated cisement whi
With Autump’s ear] ¢
Alone in that dark sorrow,
tfour after hour crept
tar after star-focked
: And sankadown th
No sound amid night’s
SBave that which seemed
The dull'and heavy beating
Of theé pulses of the'sea;

Al night-I sat unsleeping,
For. I knew that on the m
The ruler and the eruel priest
Would mock me in my ‘sorrow
Dragged to their place of maekst;
And bargained for and sold,
Like a lamb before the shambles,
Lilte a heifer from the fold !
‘Gh the weakness of the flesh was there, |
The shirinking and the slame
And the low voice of the Tenpter
Like whispers to me came: °
* Why sit?st thou thus forloruly 1
The wicked murmur said,
“Damip walls thy bower of beauty,
-Cold earth thy maiden bed ?
“Where be thé smiling faces,
And voices soft and sweet,
Seen in thy father’s dwelling, .
Heard in the pleasant street 7
‘Where be the youths, whose glances
The summer Sabbath through
Turned tenderly and timidly -
- Unto thy father’s pew ?
“Why sit’st thouhere, Cagsandra =—
Bethink thee with what mirth
Thy happy schoolmates gather
Arcund the warm bright hearth ;
How the crimson shadows tremble,
On foreheads white and fair,
On eyes of merry girthood,
Half hid in golden hair.

Mot for thee the hearth fire brightens,
~Not for thee kind words are spoken,
HNot for thee the nuts of Wenham woods

By lavghing boys aré broken,
Mo first-fruits'of the orchard
Within thy Tip are Taid,

"Dragging the slowly lengthen;

~Think of thy woman’s nature,

Flecked with the shade of bar

For thee e flowers of Autimn
The youthful hunters braid

“0Oh! wéak, deluded maiden?
By crazy fancies led, :
With wild and raving railers
An evil path to tread ;
Fo leave a wholesome wors]
And teaching pure and sou
And mate with maniac women, "

Loose-haired and sackc}pth-bbund;f 5

Had scoffers of the priesthood,
Who mock atthings divine;
‘Who rail against the pulpit,
And holy bread-and wine;
Sore from their cart-tail scourgings,*
And from the pilloryjams, -
Repicing in their wretchedness
And'glorying in their:sharm

¢ And what a fate awaits theg
A sadly toiling slave,

Of bondage to the grave!

-Subdued in hopeless thrall,

The easy prey of any,

- The scoff’ and scorn of allin

Oh t—ever as the Tempter spoke,
And feeblc nature’s fears

Wrang drop by drop the scalding flow 4

Of unavailing tears,

I wrestled down the evil thoughts,
And strove in silent prayer,

To feel, oh, Helper of the weak -
That Thou indeed wert there !

I thougbt of Pauland Silas,

Within Philippi’s cell, .
And how f1om Peter’s sleeping limb

The prison shackles fell,

Till T seemed to hear the trailing
Of an angel’s robe of white,

And to feel a blessd presence
Invisible to sight. ;

Bless the Lord for all His mercies -
For the peace and love I felt,

Like dew of Hermon’s holy hill,
Upon my spirit melt ;

When, “Get behind me, Satad’t”

- Was the language of my heart,

‘And I felt the Evil Tempter
With all his doubtsdepart. | *
Slow broke ihe gray eold morning ;

Agein the snushine fell,

Within. my lonely cell3 i
‘The hoar frost melted on the wall,”
Andupward from the street =~

. Came careless langh and idle word,

And tread of passing feet.

At lenth the heavy bolts fell back,

My door was open cast,

And slowly at the sheriff’s side,
Up the long steet I passed;

I heard the murmur round me,
And felt but dared not see,

How, from évery door and window,
The people gazed on me.

And doubt and fear fell on me,
Shame burned upon my cheek,

“Swam earth and sky around me,

My trembling limbs grew weak :
¢ Oh, Lord ! support thy handmaid ;
" And from her soul cast out
The fear of man, which brings a snare,
The weakness and the doubt.” =~

Then the dreary shadow scattered
Like a cloud in morning’s breeze,
And alow deep voice within me
Seemed whispering words like these :
¢ Though the earth be as the iron,
And thy heaven a brazen wall,
Trust still His loving kindness,
‘Whose power is over all.”

We paused at length, whereat m§ feet,
THe sunlit waters broke

On glaring reach of shining beach,
And shingly wall of rock ;

The merchant-ships lay idly there,
In hard clearlines on high,

Tracing with rope and slender spar
‘Their net-work on the sky.

* See editorial on page 7,

i+ /Fhe tuler of the land.

t sea.captaing
es.bronzed and old,
‘horse; with Rawson, -

" His cruel clerk at hand, - -
Sat dark:and havghty Endicott,

“And poisoning with his evil words
7 The ruler’s ready ear.—~ "
"“The priest leaned o’er his saddle,
With laugh, and seoff;rand j
It stirred my sou!, and from my T
The seal ofsilence breke,

As if ‘through woman’s weakness ot

- A warning spirit spoke.
I eried, ** The Lord rebuke thee;
Thou smiter of - theymeek,
~Fhou robberof therighteous, ..
Thou, trampler of ‘the weak !
ight thie hearth-stonet—
irn the prison fock
Of the poor hearts-thou hast' hunted,
wawolf amid the flock !
Dark lowered the brows of Endicott,
“And with a deeper red ™
O’er Rawson’s wine-cmpurpled cheek
The flush of angerspread ;
 Good people,” quoth the white-lipped
priest,
* Heed not Brer words so wild,
Her master.speaks within her—
- The Devil owns his child !

But grey headsshook and young brows knit

The while the sheriff read
- Thatlaw the wicked rulers

Against the poor have made,

‘Who to_their house of Rimmon
And idol priesibood, bring

No bended kree of worship,
Nor gainful offering-

_"Then to the stout sca-captains

The sheriff turning said :

# Which of ye, worthy scames,
Will take this Quaker maid?

In the Isle of fair Barbadoes,
Or on Virginia’s shore,

Youmay hold nerata higher price
Than Indian girl or Moer.”

Grim and silent stood the captains ;
And when again he eried,
“ Speak out, my worthy secamen”—
* Mo voice or sign replied:;
-~ But Ifelt a hard ¢

A weight seémed lifted from
A pitying friend was nigh,

Ifelt it in his hard, rough hand,
And saw itin his eye;

And when again the sheriff spcke,
That voice, g0 kind to me,

Growled back its stormny answer
Like the roaring of thegea:

¢ Fill my ship with bars of silver—
Pack with coins of Spanish gold,
From keel-piece up to deck plank,
The roomage of her hold,
By the living God which made me,
I would sooner in your bay
Sink ship and crew and cargo,
Than tear this child away !
“ Well answered, worthy captain,
Shame on.their cruel Jaws 17
Ran through the crowd in murmurs
Loud the peopel’s just applause.:
¢ Like the herdsmen of Tekoa,
In Israel of old,
Shall we see the poor and rightecus
Again for silver sold 17
¥ looked on haughty Endieott;
With weapon half way drawn,
Swept round-the throng his lion glare
Of bitter hate and scorn;; ’
Ficrcely he drew his bridle rein,
And turned in silerice back, 3
And sneering priest and. bafited clerk -
Rode murmuring in his track.
Hard after thetnthe sherifl locked
In bittciness of soul ; .o
Thrice smote his staff vpon the ground,
Axnd crushed his parchment roll, -

d, and grave, and cold,
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“@Good frigtids,” he said, * since both
have fled, ’
The ruler and the priest,
Judge e, if from their further work
I be not well released.”
‘Loud was the cheer, which full & clear,
Swept round the silent bay,
As, with kind words, and kinder looks
* He bade me go my wayy
For he who turns the course
Of the sireamlet of the glen,
And the river of great waters,
Had turned the bearts of men,
O, at that hour the very earth,
Seemed changed bereath my eyey -
A holier wonder round me rose
The biue walls of thesky,
loveiier light on rock and hill,
And stream and woodland lay,
And scfter lapsed on sunnier sands
The waters of the bay.
Thanksgiving te the Lord of life—
‘To him all praises be,
VWho frem the hands of evil men
Hath set his handmaid free
All praise to him before whose power
The mighty are afraid,
Who takes the crafty in thesnare,
Which for the poor is laid !
Sing, O, my soul, rejoicingly,
©Ou evenings twilight calm .
- Uplitt the loud thanksgiving—
Pour forth the: grateful psalm;
Let all dear heatts with me rejoice,
As did the daints of old,~ ...
When of the Lord’s goodiangel
The rescued Peter told.
And weep and hewl, ye evil priests
And mighty men of wrong,
The Lord shall smite the proud, and lay
His hand upon the strong.
Wo to the wicked ruless
. In bis avenging hour ¢
Wo to the wolves who seek the flocks
Toraven and devour;

But et the humble ones arise~~
* The poor in-heart be glad,

And let the movrning enes again:
With robes of praise be clad,

Forhe who codled the farnace,
And smoothed the stormy wave,

And tamed the Chalde :
Ismighty still to save?

L RTCTEABTS.
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J. C. Rowland, Esq,, 8 C.
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DEVOTED TO TERE OLD SCHEOQOL BAPTIST CATSI.
* THE SWORD OF THE LORD mu) OF GIDEON.” ; L
Vﬂ!ﬂe XHEA JVEI FE° W’.@E@ﬂ”@u@ﬁ, ORANGE CRUNTY, V. ¥, JﬂdV@@ﬂfiF i85, E845. - Me. 2,
: : ; ) s
Tuz Siexs or tun Tiuss, devoted to the eause of God | thercfore, as believers in Christ, we are called up- FOR 'TEE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. h
end Trath, is published on or about' the st and I5th of|on to glorify God toth.in our hodies and spirits ' Sing Sing, N, Y., Dec. 15, 1844,
each month, : which are his. - This is best _done i in a practical} “¥® arE WY wiTye SSE:, sarTe TEE Lorn.”

GILBERT BEEBRE, epiTor :

To whom 21l communications must be addressed.

Isainh xlii. 10.

The Lord’s people are witnesses of the truth of
his blessed word, having all of them experienced.
something of its divine power and sweetness: in
‘their own souls, The word of God declares that
The natural man receiveth not the things of ths

life of godliness, proving to ali the smcuuty of our
Terms.—§$1,50 per annum: or if paid in advance; 1. profession, by our upright walk and godly con.
Five dollars, paid in aDvANCE, in curamNt mowry, will| versation.” A mere profession of faith in the re-
secure six copics for one year. higion of our 'Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
03" All moneys remitted to'tfle cditor bV mail, in "cur-| without a corresponding walk on the part of the
rent bank ncics, of as largéa denomination as eSnvenicent; cz'@ﬁtul’% is an idlo tale. Regeneration, which is
& will be at our xjisk. : the work of the Holy Spirit alone, does that for Spirit of Gog, for they are foclishness unto him g
the creature which all earthly powers cannot do. |Reither can he know thewm, because mgy are spir -
Earthly powers can only exert an carthly influence; xmaly. discerned. 1 o if. 14. That the car..
neither, in my judgment, can heavenly powers so| 4l mind is enmity against God, not subject to the

1 1 M .
associate with earthly powers;, as to produce law of £i¢d, paither indeed can be. Rom. vx_.i. 7.
the same effoct That we were dead in trespasses and sins, (Eph.

ii..1,) and by nature children of wrath even as
others, (verse 3.)  And this is truth that the chil
dren of God are witnesses of ; they can look bacs
upon the time when they walked according to the
course of this Woxﬂ——acro:c’mw to the prince ¢!
the'power of the alr, fulfilling the desires of the
ficsh and of the 67 wving without Christ, bein;

€ DTEI U ICAT I GRS,

- FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Wardensville, Flurdy cof, Va., Dec. 15, 44
3% i—The time having arrived

Brormzr Bmg
H 1 at 1 T4 9 \. 3
that I, as agent, should scnd on some remittances! Andwhat is the effect of regeneration upon the

for the coming year, I have thought proper to drop|sinzer 7 It causes him to love holiness,—he dies
a death to the love of sin, *“ and how can we who
are dead to sin live any longér therein 97 Here is
the evidence of a rencwed soul, he that before
could roll sin as 4 sweet morsel under his tongue,
and drink in iniquity as the ox doth the water,
can do so no longer.  And why was this change

‘youa live; agreeably to your request whem we
last parted, which was at Front Royal, Virginia,
in August last. I then thought, in all human
_probability, I'should never meet you again at an
Associxtion in Virginiz , having it in contemplation aliens from the commonweaith of Isracl, and stran. )
‘to leave this dountry, in the coming spring, and go gers to the ‘2o cnants of promise, having ne

n Tevintians wrought in the creature 7 It was not the natural . S .
to the state of Missowri. But my calcuiations on HugHL i . hiope, and without God' in the world ; they wel
thispoint have been overturned: theT.n desire of the sinner, he was content to remain in

hew fo-dispose of ervar H 1lsin—but while he was under the contral of the

; ' i T}passions and principles of a corrupt heart and un.
derstanding, he could only uct from such an in.
¢| fiuence as t"cy exerted over him; all leading to
sin as the matural result of human deprawty —
.s| The Apostle Paul tells us that “ That which was
: spirttual was not first, but that which was mzzuml,
and afterwards that which was spiritual.”  So un-
til a man is spiritvally born, (which takes place

ard !7"\’\",(,‘%‘

know that the}an"’géég‘e of their hieart to the Loré
was, depart from us; for we desire not the, knowl.
edge of thy ways. 8o far from having any pow:
er, ability, desive of inclination to coms o Chrigh
there was no form nor coinliness in him to theis
eyes, nor any beauty in him that they should desire
him; on the contrary, he wasto them as & root
out of dry ground: there was no knowledge of
his blessed person, ne fecling need of his blood and
; . righteousness in their souls ;. bat the promiée of
when he is regenerated,) he never can spiritually God the Father to his Son was, Thy poople shali
them and converse with them “ face to face.”— act. Therefore he cannot love God s?uprerr?ely orly e willing in the day of thy power. Igsalm cx. 8.
But knowing as we do, from their several locations|rgjoice in Chuist as his Savio.ur, until he is thus Again: itis written, All thy children shall be
being in some cases at the extreme points of these | brought to experience redeeming love, and un'der- taught of the Lord. Tsa. liv. 13. To this end
United States, that we never can cultivate and|stand the principle by - which “_ God can be just,| oy st promiised to send the Holy Spirit to con.
form a a personal acquaintance with each other, how|20d the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.” vince of sin, of righteeusness, and of judgment ‘o
foreibly the propriety of cftener communicating He is then brought to know what the Apostle come. Therefore the children of God are wit.
our views t6 each other through this medium | Meant when he declared that Christis the end of nesses of the teaching of the Spirit of God—they .
strikes our attention! Often my faith is strength- the law for righteousness. to every ome ihz?t eI} ve folt Hig qmckempc power in their souls—they
ened and my drooping spirits cheered by perusing lieveth, 8o the soul that is brought to Christ as have heard -the voice of the Son of God calling
the letters of the many brethren that write for the| the only name given under hea.‘v.en‘ whereby we |y from darkness to light, and from the powers
‘Signs ; and had 1 the gift and ability to expound |must be saved, will never be willing to trust any| o sin and satan'wnto God ; they have experienced
thing for life and salvation, save the blood of a something of the gracious operstions of God’s

crucified Saviour, whose blood cleanseth from all] Spirit in opening their eyes, unstopping their deaf ]

when I read in the Smns the lette:s f'rom brethren
from other states, so clearly setting forth their
views of divine truth, I feel that Iam with them in
heart and sentlmeni', and feel a sf:oxw desnc to see

and open up the scriptures like many of therm, I

‘think you should hear more frequently from me.

. Bat let us not aspire after too great things : our|Sit. . lears, andleading them in a way they have not

‘heavenly Father confers upon his children just| May God preserve you from ali error, and en- known, and enabling them to cry to God for mercy
such gifts and quauﬁcdhons as. quanfy them tolable ybu ably and honesﬂy to defend his cause, is|for pardon and salvation from the wrath to comsa,

fill the several stations in ‘which they are placed. ‘ Butthe Bible also reveals something of a fountain

Let us then endeavor to study and learn his will opened for sin and uncleanness—something of a

lthe sincere desire of
Your brother

and patiently submit to his sovereign “mandate. ‘ . Lamb slain from the foundation of the' world——of
knowing that we are not eur own—uwe are Christ’s in Christ, the almighty power and excelience of the bloed of

by promise ; and we are Christ’s by redemption : FAMES DUVAL, Jesus, and his merits as an all-sufScient Saviour




than nothing,
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for the poor, the needy, the wretched, and the lost;
and thorefore God’s people are witnesses of his
goodness and mercy—of his everlasting love ‘to
their sculs, and of the power and efficacy of the
precious blood of Jesus to cleanse. their guilty
souls fromsin and pollution ; they have received
pardosn and forgiveness ;- Christ has become to
them an hiding place from the wind and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry
place, and as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land. Isalah xxxil. 2. They can also
testify that all these mercies and blessings are the
effects of God’s free, rich, sovereign and irresista-
bie grace without their own will, works, or power.
They know that it.is not of him that willeth, nor

" of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mer-

cy, (Rom. ix. 15.) that it is not of works lest any
man shouid boast, (Eph. ii. 9.) that it is not by
works of righteousness which we have done but

_ageording to his mercy he saved us by the washing
“of re ezeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghést.
That our suffering is of God. 2 Cor.

Titus i 5.
ftit. B.  That it is God that worketh in us both to

2
will and to do of his own good pleasure. Phil. ii.
£

13. Tn:\ at is not by might nor by power, but by
the Spirit of the Lord of Hosts. Zech. iv. 6.—
"hey also know that it is a blessed experience to

feel themselves emptied of their self-rightecus-
ness, stripped from their filthy rags, and clothed
with the robe of rightecusness which Jesus has
wrought cut for alt his people: to feel themselves
poor and naked, blind and miserable, that Christ
may be all and in all to their souls; this is con-
trary to the patural mind, which is enmity against
God ; butsweetly accords with the renewed soul,
whose language is, Lord, I am nothing, aud less
Je, and . vanity, but I behold something
in Jesus just exactly suited to my case; I feel
that I stand complete in him, and that he will pre-
sent me with all his saints, without spot, blemish,
wrinkie, or any such thing, before the throne of
God, where I shall praise and adore him who has
loved me and given himself for me, who has bought
me—not with corruptible things, such as silver
and goid, but with his own precious blood. Wor-
thy is the Lamb will be our song in that heavenly
place,
“ Where Jesus, Son of man and God
Trinmphant from his wars,
Walks in rich garments dipp’d in blood,
And shows his glorious scars.
W here ransom’d sinners sound God’s praise,
‘I'iie angelic hosts among,
-Bing the rich wonders of his grace,
And Jesus leads the seng.”

JAMES MANSER, J=e.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

BroTaER BrEBE :(—As you have heretefore
woticed some of the calculations of our modern
speculations, that profess to deal in money for the
salvation of the souls of men, and have given wus
some specimens of the sums at different times
and under different circumstances, thought neces.
sary to save the soul of a man, you may, if you
,please, show from my pen something of the great

{to be sent to your office, or care.

linto my care to distribute.

,] take it from you.

irﬁproveménts in the soul saving business, since
they have got their_rail.road cars following their
locomotive power. I-was told by three (I suppose)
responsible witnesses, that they heardan agent of
the Bible Society, {whether for the A. B. 8., or
the A. & F.B. 8., T will not be positive, but sap-
pose it to be the A. & F. B. 8.,) say that one
Bible which cost perhaps 25 cents, had been in.
strumental in converting or-saving oune hundred
and thirtv persons! and if 25 cents would save
s0 many, he was anxious that they should give
bountifully, &c. Now this must really appear,(to
them that are left to believe such a lie,) a very
greai saving from one estimate [ saw, wherein
three dollars was supposed to be required to save
one soul !

It will be found that the modern operatiens are
calculated at a fraction less thantwo mili®a head.
Query, 1f they had begun on such an improved
plan half a century ago, how many millions of
money would have been saved, to say nothing of
the amount of the sufferings of those that are in.
hell, and those that may yet go there in conse-
quence of their mismanagement? For if the
agent’s representation is true, there has been mon-
ey enough expended to have converted the 800,

they theniselves believed their own sentiments, by
which they hoodwink the people out of their
money, they would take a very different course
from the one they now pursue. Will some friend
who is versed in figures, and has leisure, give us
afair statement of the sum necessary to cenvert
eight hundred millions of human ‘beings, at the
ratio of twenty-five cents for every 130 of them?

I am, dear-brother, an unbeliever in the modern
rail-road plan.of salvation,

H. WEST.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
LELAND’S WORKS.

BroreEr Brsse:—The difflcuity of obtain-
ing the work, or net knowing how I could obtain
the book, has been a block in my way of subscri-
bing for it long ago: and I suppose with many
others as with myself. Those who wish the work

{live so far apart, within the circle of my opera-

tions, that the proposal of sending without charge
where ten was directed to one address, was no ac-
comodation, to me and some others. But being
anxious for the work, I have fallen upon the fol-

lowing plan, provided it will answer the publisher’s

purpose. 1 will send you four names ; the books
And if I live,
and my health and other providential circumstan-
ces admit, I will call next June and take the books
When I deliver the
books to the subscribers, I expect they will pay
me for them, and send the money to you by mail.
It is expected the work will be well bound. The
money for-one for myself, T hepe to pay for when I
If my proposal will .answer,
you may send Miss Greene the following names.:

John Northrop, Stephen Parker, Philip Stone, H.
West. 4 ‘

you please notice the above in the Signs?

000,000 of inhabitants of the world long ago ; and if i

I expect to leave home to-morrow for Darien,
Genesee co., N, Y., for winter quarters. 1 wish
wy papers sent regularly as usual to South-hill
Whoever wishes to write to me, will please aderess
H. West, Alexander, Gepesee co., N. ¥. Will
I also
wish brothier Jewett to notice it in the Monitor.

If the proposal [ send for Leland’s Works will

,I will send their rames. Wil
you please dlreat a line to Alexander and let me
know?-

rangements with

.
Yours as ever,
¥

H. WEST.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE " TIMES.

LLDLR Beese:—In your remarks upon the
sub_]et,t of the Sabbath you say, ¢ Those on whom'
God was pleased to impose that oxdmance, were
bound to observe it simply because God bhad com-
manded it.” Cer-

tainly not upon the gentiles, for they had no
knowledge of any such command ; it being given
exclusively to national Israel. Let the advocafe
for the obligation resting upon the gentiles exam-
ne the expressions used, and see if he can, with-
out a perversion of language, apply them to any
but the Jews. “ Speak thou also unto the chil-
dren of Israel, saying, verily .my Sabbaths ye
shall keep ; for it is a sign-between me and you
Exodus xiit. 31.
* Six days may work be done, bat in the seventh
is the sabbath of rest.” Verse 15, « Wherefore
the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, &e.
It isa sign between ine and the children of Israel
forever.” 16th & 17th verses. “I gave them
my sabbath tobe a sign between me’ “and them.”
Ezek. xx.11,12. ¢ And remember thou wast a

On whom was it imposed ?

throughout your gencrations.”

thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty
hand, and by a stretched out arm; therefore (be-
cause ye were my chosen people, thus peculiarly
situated,) the Lord thy God commanded thee te
keep the sabbath day.” Deut. v. 15, ‘

It is perfectly absard to say that this language
can apply to any but those to whom it was ad-
dressed,-and surely the gentiles were not in bon.
dage1n Egypt and brought out thence. -Bat the
whele civilized world has been taught by tradition
to view the Sabbathas a holy day, .or sanctified

portion ef time, and to look upon the fourth com.

mandment as the authority for such view.. Now
I contend that if thaf be a binding obligation,

.(élnd"t‘here is no-other such command to be found .

in the word of God,) he who believesit to be such
must be a Jew ; must keep the seventh day, and
must keep it just as commanded in the decalogue,

sixth provide - a double portion, that he may rest
onthe seventh ; on that day do no work : him.
self, his.children, his servants, or his.cattle,

1t-will not do to plead works .of necessity or
mercy, because that law admits of no such -works,

Jland Paul says, “Cursed is every one that .continu.

answer, and I can find others that I.can make az..

servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord

labor six days to obtain his daily bread, and .onthe
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eth not in all things which are written in the book grace, which was so" ably preached by our much |the Bible as the only rule, &c., some of them re-
of the law to do them.” Gal. iii. 10. “If ye|esteemed minister, brother Willlam, S. Hickey ; |plied, “ We have heard their stories long enough.”
offcnd in one point ye are guilty of all.” James{and some of the members invited a man to preach | We had then got, as we conceived, to the end of
1. 10.  To kindle a fire, prepare a good dinner,|there Who was a practical missionary of the mod-|our labor; we withdrew from them ; they of
drive or ride a horse to meéting or elsewhere, is a|ern order, and he, not being satisfied with sowing [course retained our letters, and published us as ex-
violation of that law, the penalty of which is death. |the seeds of discord amongst us in this way, went|communicated members trom them. We did not

Let us suppose, as is contended by many, that'home and soon after published our preacher in the|know that there was an Old School Baptist church
the obligation to” ** keep the sabbath day holy” is|newspaper, and in that publication blamed him |remaining on the earth, when we commenced re-
uaiversal, and binding upon the whole human very much for attending a church the large ma- |monstrating against their new inventions, but we
family, would it not make Paul =2 liar? and con. jority of which he said brother Hickey Lnew dis. |felt as though we were alone in taking our stand
sign to perdition millions of heathen who never|believed his doctrine ; this caused some hard feel. against the new measures. of the day, and sap-
heard of any such law 7 ¢ for by the law is the ing among us, and finally myself and several oth.|posed we had to face a new measure church and
knowledge of sin.”  Row. iii. 20. “For wherelers obtained letters of dismission, and in 1841 or|world alone,
no law is there is no transgression.” iv. 15— |2, tjoined the Particular Baptist church at Friend.| But blessed be God, he has a people, as he has
“8in is not imputed where there is no law.” v. ship, where I still remain a member. had in all ages of the world, who are willing to @
13. Aside from the positive proof that the com-|{ 1 have now, dear brother, told you in my weak {lay down their lives for his sake, and for the sake =
mand to keep the sabbath was given to the Jows|and simple manner, what sort of a Baptist I have |of the gospel. '
exclusively, we have the negative evidence that it|been and what I am now, and I can truly say| We are thirsting for the preached gospel of our
was not designed for the gentiles; for we find in|with old Paul, If Iam a christian, it is by the|Lord, even while surrounded by the overflowing

the New Testament, the substance of the whole|grace of God, I am what T am. new gospel,” which is not the gospel of cur Lord
decalogue, with the exception of the Sabbath ; but| You have perhaps learned that our agent in|Jesus Christ. Were it not for the grace of God
the observance of the first day, as a day of wor-| this county is dead, and as I have taken some in-|which we trust he has bestowed on us, we should “

ship, is altogether a different thing, in.no way con- | terest in circulating your paper among the breth. starve and die : such food cannot sustain us. The
nected with the sabbath; it is enjoined from va-{ren, if you think me worthy of filling his place,|children’s bread is given to dogs; both children
rious canses, amongst which is the example of the|I have no objection to acting for you if it will be|and dogs must eat at one common table. The

Apostles meeting'on that day. any accommodation, : precigus promises of the gospel are given to the
' ’ W, You are atliberty to treat this communication dogs, on condition of something good which

as you think it deserves. they are to do. It is represented that Christ

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, Yours in hope of immortality, wants to save all the race of Adam, and will

Clark county, Ky., Dec. 10, 1844, JOHNSON WATTS. [if they are willing to perform certain conditions ;

Desr Brorarr Brepr :—Having endeavored : that he has made general provisions for ail
to bo an attentive reader of your truly valuable FOR TRE BIGNS OF THE TIMES. mankind, opened a way -for all to be saved if they
paper for the last two years, I would now beg leave Murray, Orleans co., N. Y., Nov. 13, 1844. |will—that the Spirit strives alike with all the
todropvoua few lines to inform yon who andl Brorasr Bresz :—I wish to inform you of our|children of Adam, and if they will fall in with it,
: 'y [situation : we are surrounded by new measure, or|come on to an anxious. bench to be prayed for,

inew divinity churches, whose teachers are teaching | that will secure salvation for them ; but if they
them the general or universal atonement doe. resist, it will go otherwise with them., In short,a
ser ofttrines ; do and live, &ec. They have . their|conditional salvation is preached to the people,—
> show | musisdl cheirs, flutes, bass viols, and violins; which | Do, and they shall live ; but if they will not dp,
weo thet [ was ainoed, and ie sinuor|they usein their devotion, and pretend to call it all | they shall die. There is not, nor can there pos.
against the government of ‘heaven—that I was althe worship of God. They have in operation all sibly be, any grace in such a system. There ig
sinner by nature, and a rebel by practice ; having|the new fangled schemes of the day. You are|no Christ, nor any Mediator in such a plan,—
n§__hoPe, and without God in the world. I contin. fully aware of what they are. Some say, we know we cannot do all ; but Christ
ued in this situation trying ny own prayers and| A few names of us came here from Rensellear |has done his part, and it now remains for us to do
the prayers of others until I worked myself en.jcounty a few years ago; we brought letters from |the rest. Now if this theory be correct, what
tirely out of work; I saw, as{ thought, the jus-|the First Church of Sand Lake, and after arri- part of the crown of life belongs to Christ, and
tice of God in my condemnation, and as I kneeled, | ving here, we were strongiy solicited to hand them what part to the creature? But there will be no
as I thought perhaps for the last time that I should|in, and become members of a certain New School |divided crownor divided glory in heaven 5 angels
* . ever be allowed to plead for mercy, all of a sud-|Churchin this place, professing however to be of |would blush at such a division. The head stone
- den my burden of guilt seemed to be removed :|the same faith and order with the church which|of the glorious edifice of mercy shall be brought,
then it was that I could see how God could be just{we left ; but, to our surprise, after they got our|crying, Grace, grace nnto it, eternally. - This, in
and saveasinner; then it was that I discovered letters, we found ourselves connected with a peo- {harmony with the testimony of the scriptures,
Jesus Christ to be the end of the law for righte-|ple holding and practising the new measure sys-jand accerding to all christian experience, will be
ousness to every one that believes in him; and|tem to its fullest extent. On finding our mistake, [the theme of all the sanctified forever. But I
then it was that I felt a love springing up in ‘my {and after some controversy, we became convinced | must not eplarge. These new divisity teachers,
soul towards God and towards his people, which|that we were not of their faith nor of their order, [generally light where land is gocd, and where the
was entirely different from any thing I had exper-{especially as relates to new schoolism ; we request- people are proud and popular, and hence the ne-
ienced before. : ed the church to return us our letters, believing as|cessity of getting up some-scheme to please the
In February 1825 I became a member of whai|we did that letiers from them would be of little or |people, such as Missionary Boards, Sabbath
was then termed the United Baptist Church of]no use to us ; but they utterly refused to grant our|Schools, and Educational Societies, for the piir-
Christ, at Indian Creek, in Clark county, and|request. They urged that we must submit to their |pose of teaching young men the scienee of preach.
continned a member there until 1840, when some|faith and order, or suffer the bull of excoramuni. ling ; together with singing choirs, viols, violips,
of those who pretend to be so fond of benevolent]cation. After laboring some time to convince|futes, &c. &c., with a new set oi: psalmody ; set
institutions began to make some inroads upon the|them of the impropriety of inventing new schemes pieces and chants, to apply to their musical in.
chureh, by privately disputing the doctrine of|for religious improvements, and of departing from |struments, suited to the theatrieal performances of
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pew measure churches to please and charm’ the
world, and to draw them into union with them. I
can find nothing of this as belonging to the

" church of Christ, in the New Testament, but I
&nd abundance of it in Babylon, Rome, and anti-
chuist. I find the like in that great city, the
mother of harlots, which is to fall in her over-
throw and be utterly and aternally buried in her
ruin.  Read Rev. xviii. 22, and to the end of the
chapter. Also Isa. xxiv. 8, Bzek. xxvi. 13,
Amos vi. 1—5. ButT maust not enlarge.

thoughts, nor speaking our own words, nor follow-
ing our own ways, neither being wise in our. own
conceits ; nor strong in our own strength, nor
righteous in our own righteousness, nor looking for
sanctification from our own efforts, nor redemp-
tion from such corruptible things as silver and
gold, por the works of men’s hands, nor words of
men'’s tongues, nor by the preaching of the gospel,
by men or angels, ner by the letter of our Holy
Bibles, which isindéed a light unto our path, and
a lamp unto our feet. But may we receive the

This corner of the state of New York is very
destitate of Old School Baptist Ministers and
brethren. Brother Beebe, please, if you have an
opportamnity, come, or send some of our old, dear
They will find a
friend and brother four miles east of Albion, one
mile north of Hinesburg, on the Erie Canal, in
Orleans Cbunty, N. Y., in the town of Murray.
My house, my heart, and my hand are open to
rsceive such ministers and brethren s they would
be truly welcome guests. A fow of us here
would rejoice to hear preaching of the old Apos-
tolic sort. '

Your brother in the Lord,
NATHANIEL P. RHOADS.

friends of this sort, this way.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Warwick, N. Y., Dec. 21, 1844. -

Lord Jesus Christ, by that faith that works by
love and purifies the heart, as our Prophet, Priest,
and King ; who of God is made untous Wisdom,
and Righteousness, and Sanctification, and Re.
dumption, by coming into. the fiesh, doing his
work, giving us his pattern and his “precepts, by
his sufferings, and by his own precicus blood, death,

burial, resurrection, ascension, and intercession.—
Yea, brethren, let us veceive him as all in 2l as
the Captain of our salvation, and as the armor of
righteousness. ay we stand fast in the liberty
wherewith he (Christ) hath made

free,

us and
fight the good fight, contending earnestly for the
faith of Jesus, {which was once delivered to the
saints,) by becoming fools that we may be wise,
weak that we may be strong,-slow that we may be
swift ; remembering that therace Is mot to the

swift. nor the baitie to the stren rejoicing in out
£ b Al f=3

Prormzn Buene:—I take my pea in hard to
express something of my views of the debate that
has for some time been going on about the law, its
nature, &c., conducted by your correspondent P.,
brother . Trott, and others. Upon this subject
1 design to be short, as I hope not much 'is re-
quired at this time from me. A word to the wise
is sufficient, and if it comes in season it will
doubtless be good.

I have not had opportunity to read all that has
been published in this case as attentively as 1
wished to, but from what I have read, I hope the
discussion has not been unprofitable to those who
love the truth,

The last two letters written, one by P., the other
by brother Trott, have attracted my attention
most, and have been the chief instrument in mov-
ing me to write these lines. When T read that of

. P.;here alluded to, I cmbraced the same views of
that letter, that brother Trott has so clearly ex-
pressed in his letter of November 8th; and at that

time I thought of writing them for the Signs of | pirth of our Saviour, I have a wish to communi-

the Timss, but left it for brother Trott to speak

first, and in so doing I now feel rewarded in the

fulness, richness, and clearpess of his letter, and
1 love its contents.

Axnd now to our brethren and sisters in the Lord,

as others have often said, I wish to say ; ‘May the

- good band of .our Lord be with us, to work in us,

to will and to do of his good pleasure, to conform

ug to his will in all things, that we may grow in

grace, and in the knowledge and love of the truth,
as'the truth is in Jesus; that we may think, and

speak, and write, and talk, as becometh men and

swomen professing godliness, not thinking our own

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest ap-
on us, rejoicing in iribulations also, because trib-
ulation worketh patience, &c. ; and thus finish cur
course with joy, and keep the faith, and receive
that crown of righteousness which God the right-
cous Judge shall give unto all them that love his
appearing.

May the abeve suffice upon this subject for
the present.

I have just recovered from the afiliction of the
inflamatory fever which has prevailed to great ex-
tent in this county, having passed through the in-
inflamatory attacks common in the disease, viz:
Inflamatory Typhus Fever, and remain,

Your brother, I trust, in the Lord.
DAVID FORSHEE.

FOR THE SiGNS OF TH.E TIMEES.
December 25, 1844.
BroTrEr Brpre:—Being impressed by the
thoughts which are produced by this day, it being
the day on which is supposed to have been the

cate it’by dropping you a few lines concerning
him on whom is stayed my hope of eternal life.—
[ am mnot able to settle the discussion which has
tpervaded the world as to the precise day on which
he was born, but I feel satisfied that there wasa
day which bailed the nativity of our Lord and
Saviour, It may do for those who have never
had the Lord Jesus revealed unto them as the Way,
the Truth, and the Life, to reject him, and to-try
to dissolve the adorable frinity. Though their
logic may have its weight among those who know

Master. I think we can account for this diversity
of sentiment; when we take a retrospective view;
our'eyes soon meet with the days of unbelief,
when we knew God only by the things that were
made; we wereled toconclade that there was a
God by the force of reason, which explained to
our natural understanding that there must bea
power somewhere superior to mortals. Knowing
that it was far beyond the reach of man to create
a world and the things therein, also the testimony
of the Bible, which I had been taught to reve-
rence, which assigned the work of ereation exclu-
sively to God, compelied me to acknowledge him
in a nataral point of view, when I knew nothing
This historical knowl.
edge of God I fear has caused this great conten-

of him in a saving way.

tion in the religious world—it has caused them to
speak in a language peculiar to their own tribe, by
which a confusion has been brought abeut, which
never can be obviated until they have ‘been made
acquaint ngof the Holy
t. Man by natare knoweth not God ; which
scriptural agsertion the arminian world denies, be-

ed with him by the teachi
Spiri

cause it af once overturns their whole syster, and
destroys that opposition to the religion of Christ
which we are told will never cease. 1f the natu-
ral man can understand the things- of God by a
course of scientific icaching, how can he be dead
in trespasscs and in sins? If ke can receive the
knowledge of Christ from the hands of man, he
must be alive unto spiritual things, which would do
away the necessity- of Christ’s death, and make
hirz an impostor. If this be the case, 1 cannot

see the necersity of the text which says his name

shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his people
from their sins. If there had been a partnership,
it would have been mentioned here.
that man forfeited the favor of God and
lost Eden by ignorance, and now by ‘a proper
course of study can become wise enough to re-
gain his favor, what a farce is the seriptural testi-
mony of a Mediator in the person of the Lord
Jesus. 'Those whoadvocate this system must be
void of that revelation which explains all things
but itself. Can a natural man believe all things
that are written within the Bible? He cannot ac-
cording to that testimony which man cannot re-

some 5aY,

ceive until that Being which thisday 1. commem-
orate as brought forth, has been revealed to bim ;-
which revelation shows to him the beauteous plan
of salvation. To the unregenerate there .is a
mystery connected with the plan “of salvation,
which they cannot solve: it is because nature
locks to her own resources for all things, and wil
not bslieve theassertion of Paul, (If salvation come
by the law, then is Christ dead in vain,) but re.
ceives the popular preaching of the day as truth,
because it is consistent with their -own depraved
reasoning. = It is not a hard matter to prove to a
regenerated man, that both Jews and gentiles dfe
ander sin. .So will the unregenerate say that he
isasinner ; but this'knowledge arises from differ-
ent teaching; the one knows that he isa sinner

It ds 8e

not God, yetthey can never influence those who|because he has Been taught by the Spirit to know
have tasted of the heavenly gift to disown their that in him, (that is, his flesh,) there dwelleth ne
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good thing : the sther says he is a sinner from the FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES:

knowleage he has of right and wrong in a moral Culpepper; Va-s Dec. 21, 1844,

point of view,and that his cternal peace depends| DEAR BROTHER Beepe :—Having removed
upa;a circumeision ; that is, be must lop off all of|from my former place of residence and located
his cutbreaking transgressions ; which is that legal|in Culpepper county, I wish you to give notice
hopes which Paul destreys when hesays, Therefore through the Signs that my post office aderess will
by the deedsof the Jaw there shall no flesh be jus- | be, Wheailey, Fauquire county, Ve., to which place
justified in his sight, for by the law is the knowl.|I wish you and brother Jewett to direct my pa-
edge of sin. We perceive then from the testimo.|pers. And, brother Beebe, I would like for you at
py which the third chapter of Romans affords|some leisure moment to give me your yiews on
that all have gone out of the way,and thatallare Genesis iii. 22,23, & 24: by so doing you will
dead in trespasses and in sins, and consequently |oblige your brother in Christ,

T,

WM. W.-WEST.

dead to Christ. Having ears and hear not, eyes

scarts nad uanderstand not, all going
Kuowing this to have bee

and see noi,

o

the dowanward read.

0ARESPONDING LETTER.

The Juniaia DBaptist Association, Md., to ker sis-

. my situation, 1 cannst oive in to the arminian plan

of getting religion, as they call it, for in an hour
nat

o
and a way that I expected not, I was awakensd

- UL ter Associations with whom she corresponds, and
by the power of Godlo a seass of my ruines

{0 all thet are of the houschold of faitk, sendeih

{ove in the Lord.

condition ; and seeing myscli a sinner, 1 tried

ove my feclings, but all wus

what I conld do torel

vain; instend of obtuining the desired end, I Dnar Broruges i—Through the kind care
seemed to be plunged deeper and deeper in des-|and tender mercy of our heavenly Father, we
pair, until all hope vanished. T could not see how [pave been enabled once more to meet together in
I could besaved. 1folt willing to giveup all the|ap associate capacity, with the Tonoloway Baptist
world for relicf; and now when the way seemed to| Church, Bethel ‘Township, Bedford county, Penn.
be hedged up on ail sides, and no way of escape|yylvania, on Friday before the 4th Lord’s day in
visible, the Lord. Jesus was presented to me as the | Getober, 1844, with feelings of brotherly love and

Way, the Trith, and the Life. It was then|gratitade ; and we are happy to state that we have

plainly manifested how he could be just in saving 2 |enjoyed a special degree of harmony, and of hav-
poor sinnsr. S0 wonderful did the goodness and|ing theworacles of God proclaimed, by Elders
mercy of God appear to me, that T could not re-|John Arnold, Jesse Ash, and Moses Starr, toa very
press the thoughts, why should the Lord haveliarge and attentive congregation.

chesen me from amongst those who seemed to be| You will be informed by this our address, that
more deserving of his favor? or what have F.done|our Assbeiation consists of only five churches,
fo merit his love? Nothing, nothing had I fo of-|who have and do contend earnestly for the faith

— Segbut my}sinful seif, who was deserving of eter-which was once delivered to the saints;, and the

pal rin. S0 manifest was his love, that Tam con-icld paths, the good way, (Jor, vi.16 ;) and there
strained to say, Not unto us, but unto kim be alllare some of the churches destitute of regular pas-

the glory given. Itis plain to my mind that I did|tors, and that Tonoloway is one. Joel . 17—
not choose him, but if T am a child of God, I was|Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep
chosen in him before the world began, for it was|between the porch and the altar, and let them say,
then we were saved, and called in time, with an|Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine her-
holy calling, not according to works, but aceor-itage to reproach, that the heathen should rule

ding to his own puspose and grace, which was giv- |over them ; wherefore should they cry among the

en us in Christ Jesus before the world began.  All|people, Where is their God?

things being known unto God from the beginning,| Ye harvest.men, that to the fieldsare fled—

and all of Adam’s posterity being included in the] Then rouse yourselves, and with consent all say,

fall, he made this provision, that in due time his We'll take our tarns, and visit Tenoloway.

Son should come into the world and save his peo- Isaiah lii. 8—Thy watchmen shall lift up the
' voice : with the yoice together shall they sing:
for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall
Jeremiah i, 15+—And I will
give you pastors according to mine heart, which
shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.
sxiil, 4—And I will set up shepherds over them
which shall feed them, and they shall fear no more,
nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking,
saith the Lord. Isa. liv. 17—No weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper; and every
tongue that shall rise up against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn : this is the heritage of the
|servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of
{me, saith the Lord. '/Joel i, 21—Fear not, O land;
be glad and rejoice ; for the Lord will do great

ple from their sins. There were no conditions nor
possibilities;.but eq and amen.  We feel well as-
sured that the very moment for every child of God
to be made alive is known of God, and cannot be
hastened nor delayed one moment by any human
So we need not trouble éﬁx‘se}ves with the

bring again Zion.

means.
anti-christian world, they cannot' affeet the ap-
pointments of God, but.one by one will his chil-
.dren be breught home, until his number shall be
.complete, then cometh the end. B
Respecifully,

Your brother

In tribulation,

M. P

things. 28d verse—Be glad then, ye children of
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God ; for he
hath given you'the former rain moderately, and
he will cause to come down for you the rain, the
former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.
Psalm cxlix. 2—Let Israel rejoice in him that
hath made him: let the children of Zion be joy-
ful in their King. Isaizh xl. 10—Behold the’
Lord God will ceme with strong hand, and hisarm
shall rule for him. Behold, his reward- with him,
and his work is before him, ‘

Dear brethren, there are false teachers in our
borders, such as are described by the Lord through
the prophet, (Jeremiah xiv. 14)—The “prophets
prophecy lics in my name ; I sent them not, neith- -
er have I commanded thew ; neither spake unto
them : they prophecy unto you a false vision and -
divination, and a thing of nanght, and the deceit
of their heart. 24—For there
shall rise false Christs and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and woaders 3 insomuch that (if
shall deceive the very
2 Poter ii. 1—DBut there were false proph-

Matthew xxiv.

it were possible) they
elect.
ets among the people, even’as there shail be false
teachers among you. 2 Chronicles xii, 12—
Behold God himself is with us for our Captain.
1 Kings xx. 27—And the children of Israel were
pumbered, and were all present, and went against
them : and the children of Israel pitched before
them like two little flocks of kids ; but the Syrians
filed the country. Ezekiel xxxiv. 16—Thus saith
the Lord God: Behold, I am against the shes
herds; and I will requive my flock at their hang,
and cause them to cease from feeding the floek s

neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any .

more; for I will deliver my flock from
mouth, that they may not be meat for them.

&

Dear bréthren, we hope that .our christian aol

quaintance and friendly intercourse of mes
gers and letters may be continued.

Our next Association, brethren, will be held wit
the Sidelinghill Church, in Belfast Township, 32
ford county, Pa., on Thursday before the 4
Lord’s day in October, 1845, when and whers we
hope you will again meet us by corresponde T

and nessengers, - -

By order of the Associaticn. .
JOHUN ARNOLD, Mod.
Joux W. Powsry, Clerk.
Brother Jewett will please copy the above in the
Advocate and Monitor.

EDITORIAL.

New.Vervon, New.Yozk, Janvsry 15, 1845,

OLD SCHOSL MEETING.

An Old Schosl Meeting - will be held at Olive,
Ulster co., N. Y,, commencing on Saturday the
18th day of Japuary ipst., at 11 o'clock, A. M.,
and continue through Sunday the 19th. Andon
Monday the 20th, the citizens of Ulster County
will be addressed by Elder G. Beebe, on the impor-
tance of a speedy and radical Reform of the Dis.
trict School System of this State, in the Old Bap-
tist Meeting House at Olive, ”




SIGNS' OF THE TIMES.

Efper Davie Meap.—In our last number,
we. announced the melancholy demise of Elder
David (erroneously printed Dansel) Mead. What
we then stated, we had learned from the city pa.
pers ; we have subsequently received the follow-
ing communication, giving the particulars of the
painfet event, and also refuting certain idfe ru-
‘mors, representing that the deceased had renoun.
ced his faith, &c. :

Diep, at Roxbury, Delaware county, N. Y.,on
the 80th day of November last, Elder David
Mead, in the 68th year of his age. He united
with the first church in Roxbury, in the year 1816;
commenced preaching and was ordained to the
work of the ministry in that church, Sept. 25,
1821 ; since which time, he has been regarded as
a useful and highly esteemed minister of the gos-
pel, notonly by the church of his immediate charge,
but also by the churches and brethren of his ex-
tensive acquaintance generally, He possessed a
good degree of energy in preaching, and was very
pointed in deciaring and defending the distinguish-
ing principles of the dgetrine of the gospel.

“Fhere having been various false reporis in cir-
culation, charging, that prior to his death, Elder
Mead had renounced the doctrine which he for-
‘merly preached—had embraced arminianism—ad.
vised his family to join the Methodists—did not
know but he should himself unite with that denom-
ination ; we feel it incnmbent upon us, in justice to
the deceased—to. his family—to the church to
which he belonged, and to the cause of God and
trath, to give a plain statement of facts, in regard

- to the state of his mind for some months previous
to his death, Various circumstances combined in
creating some uneasiness in his mind, until he
scemed fo settle down in a melancholy and gloomy

' state. The _brethren, dfscovering his depression,

felt uneasy about it; inquired of him for the

“ceuse; he stated to them that his trials consisted

in doubts and fears, as to the reality of his adop-
tion by grace inte the family of God; and that
he had occupied the place in Zion in which he had

been so long engaged, when he feared he was not a

christian. The brethren endeavored to soothe his

feelings by referring him to the comforting prom-
 ises and assurances contained in the gospel for the
consolation of God’s people. 'They also stated
the trials and afflictions they had themselves pass-
ed through, and the déliverance they: had experi.
enced on varicus occasions. But this, instead of
consoling, he frequently assured us, only sank him
into deeper distress. To some conﬁdeﬁ-tial.{riends
he would mention “ those awful, awful temptations
to make away with himseif filled his mind with
horror.”  He reqnested his son, Erastus, to see to

“him on that account ; sometimes his agitation pro-
duced 2 visible trembling threugh his whole frame;
he lost his apetite for food, and his countenance
ndicated the severe depression of his mind, to
that degree, he utterly despaired of his hope. His
mental powers failed him, and despair was depic.
ted on his countenance. He :stopped “preaching

and remained almost exclusively at home. He

ed at times to afford momentary relief, but soon
he would sink down again into deeper melancholy
and gloom.  Yet throughout all his distress, gloom-
iness, and despair, his mind was perfectly clear &
settled in regard to the precious dectrine of the
gospel; and in his repeated conversation with the
brethren, be expressed his firm and unshaken be-
lief in the truths which he had so uniformly

preached : he has told his brethren and his fandly
repeatedly, that his mind was not shaken on the
doctrine he had preached ; that this did not cen.
stitute any part of his trouble; that his trouble
and distress was solely on account of doubts and
fears, in regard to his adoption into the family of
God, and those awfy! temptations which at times
so distracted his mind. 1In relating those trials
and temptation to two brothren, (which temptation
was to take his life,) he expressed himselt on this
wise : that his mind was deeply troubled for fear
that he shoald be left to do something to wound
the cause which he had professed to love above al
other causes; he appeared uniformly and to the
last, to manifesta tender regard for the honor of
the cause of God, and lest he should say or do
any thing to wound it. We have said that his
mental powers failed him; such was truly the
case, and reduced him to a state of insanity, (not
raving madness,) his mind seemed vacant, or car-
ried away in deep meditation; when spoken to,
be would sometimes seem not {o hear, and after a
considerable pause, he would sometimes @sk what
was said to him, and sometimes his conversation
seemed wild, but never showing the least dispo-
sition to bad language. Finally his mind sunk
into a despairing state. He expressed to his wife

a desire that his exercises might be committed to

writing ; she advised him to write it himself, but
be said he could not. . On the day of his death,

his mind seemed greatly agitated, so that his fam-
ily observed it ; but not so much as to cause any
special alarm. His son Erastus, cautioned the
family to have an eye on him, as he was to be ab-
sent that day. 'The Elder atiended to the chores,
and came to the house to his breakfast; his wife
requested him to call the hired man ; but instead
of calling him, he went to the barn and teld the
man to go to the house, and went into the barn
himself : Mrs. Mead went to look after him, but
soon saw him coming from the barn to ihe house,
where - he was the first that set down to break-
fast, and he ate more heartily than usual. Mis.
Mead, discovering that his stock was off, asked
him where it was; and he replied, “Is it off 1’
and said no more. She then asked him for his
mittens,vthinking that, in getting them, he would
take his'stock from his pocket ; but he did not:
after a while, she told him he had bstter put it va,
for fear of catching cold ; he then took it from
bis pocketand handed it to her. Towards noon,
Mrs. Mead advised him to sit down and rest him-
self, and try to compose his mind, and not give
place to his feelings ; he looked her in ihe face
with a kind of smile, and she put her hand on his

shoulder and said, Stay in the house and rest your-

seemed glid to have his friends visit him, it seem-

self: be turned quickly round and said, * Do you

mean to'confine me "’ and as he arose he exclaim.
ed, They are coming ! they are coming ! ! they
are coming!!! s daughter asked him whe
were coming? he replied he saw nobody, and then
went immediately out. His family soon missed’
hir, and went in search of him. BMrs. Mead
went to the barn, and his daughter went to her
brother’s, and inquired for him; at this time the
danghter and her sister-in-law heard their mother
scream at the barn, and ran to her assistance, and
found him hanging, apparently lifeless, in ths
barn. They raised him.and his daughter Phebs
cut the rope, and they laid him down; when
Mary asked her mother if it was not best io bleed
him ; she replied, Any thing that will help him,—
She corded his arm, raised a vein, and attempted
to bleed him with a penknife ; But her hand trom.
bled so much that she couid nat; Phebe then took

the knife and opened the vein, and he bled freely ;
and as the blood flowed he gasped three times and
then cornmenced breathing ; they carried him te
the house, and sent for a physiciait who came and
bled him again in the evening ; he opened his
eyes to notice those arcund him: he was finally
taken with a fit, or fits, which the doctor pro-
nounced apoplexy, and died at about 11 o'clock,
P. M. having lived about eleven )
time he was taken down. He was buried on
Monday, December 2d. Eider Hezskinh Petiit
preached on the occasion, from Isaiah xl 6-8:"
“The voice said, Cry; and I said, what shall [
ory,” &c. The congregation attending _his fu- .
neral was very large, attentive, and solemn’; ‘thers
were five Baptist preachers present, besides preach.
ers of other professions,
© In refutation of the false rumor that Elder
Mead had advised his family to Join. thg Metha.
dists; when bis son John had profesied a hopé in
Christ, Elder M. inquired of his son Hosea, if
John had joined the Methodists ; to” which Hosea
replied, he believed not; but thought it quite like-
ly he would, as he seemed inclined that way';
whereupon Elder Mead said, if he dxdj&g would be
aliving trouble to him. Signed by * %
Exizazera Mzap, (widow of deceased,)
Hesza Meap, Erastus Meap, Joun T.
Mznav, Hiram Srpawson, Asexate
Srawsow, (daughter of deceased,) Many
MEeap, Pusse Mrap, Jupan Muap,
Jamss Barnarp, & Tro. Farconor.
Brother Beehe, by request of the affiicted fam.
ily, I send you this communication for publica-

ticn.

hours from the

C. HOGABOOM.
Lezington, Dec. 17,1844,

Dieo, at Brookfield, on Friday right; the 3d inst, Deac_oﬂ
Evtsua Carey, aged about 77 years.. (A further notios
may be expected in our next number.)

InTorirare® o¥ PROTESTANTS wHEN 1IN
rower.—Having expressed our views fieely in
former nuinbers of this paper, upon the intolerant
spirit which is mantfested by certain Protestar ts,
in their indefatigable efforts to control and man-
age all the schools, and fountains of mental im- -

'provement of our country, and to enforce their sec-

tarian dogiwas upon the community, without re-
gard to the consciences, or constitutional rights of

those who henestly dissent from their standards of




powr——{fic Tiger that mwight “arise to our country from

‘ :ably charged with a threataning cloud of fanata-
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orthodoxy ; and also in the extraordinary exer-
tions they have made to get vur civil government
2s to so far trans.

committed, and our Legislatu

cend their constitutional power as to legislate upon

the divine law ; and having, with all, strongly re-

sergsecttion and
J

pudiated the recent unprovoked p
v
1

slaughter of Catholics, for thelr religious faith;
we bave been mest uncercmoniously denounced

by the * Holy Alliance,” advocate of the

Even some of cur bret
symptoms of alarm, lost we shoul

courage heresy, and be set down as an abbetor of

Romanists. Butour friends will net find us in.
sensible of the persecutions which have stained the

history of the Romish chwreh in former days a
in other countries ; but we e

not peculiar to any one scet
sects have been equally into
have had cpportunity.

among us receive the patronnge

i
then weoe o the dissenters from their doetrines.  If
we were in need of testimony to demonstrate
position, beyond what is now staring us in the
face, of recent events among us, we might refer
-our readers to the creeds and eonfessions taught,
and the principles carried ouf in this and in other

their oracle, Calvin, consumed the poor Servetus,
liecause he could not subscribe to the proposition of
Calvin, that magisirates have a right to extermi-
They
pant to re.cstablish by law that holy inquisition,

nate all heretics to the Calvinistic creed.

which they can now enly infuseinto public opin.
ien.”

m
i

o show the ground .on which the illustrious
)

statesman and champion of equal rights founded

is warning, a late writer has eollected testimony

*® *

.| from the most authentic history ; he says—
*

It is necessary to give a slight
sketeh of the rise and progiess of Presbyterian-

ism, or af least a few extracts from the standards

b

o

()

at {aith, from public confessions practically
ilfustruted by penal enactments, and also from the
ritings of the chief framers and expounders of
ductrine. .
We will commence with the ccnfession of Hel-
vetie, which teaches “That the magisiracy ought
to have the chief place in the world. His princi.
pal duty is to precure and maintain peace and

w|public tranguility—to eatirpaie falsehood and all

superstition, impiely.and idolatry, and shall defend
the church of God; for indeed we teach that the
care of religion doth chiefly appertain to the koly

magistraie.’ .

countries by the Presbyterians. [Not that we
svould, by any means, single out the Presbyterians
-any sooner than their mother church, the Catho-
lics, for an example of intelerance; for, as we
:have said repeatedly, the spirit of intclerance is
peculiar to no denomination .of religionists, Lut
‘common to all, when connected with worldly or
secular power. ]

- % Thomas

Jefferson, after commenting ob

the-introduction cf monarchical or other predilec.
-tiens by immigrants, warns us particularly against
a more serious d¢anger, growing -out of the intol-
erance for which Presbyterianism has been dis-
-tinguishe‘d inallages. IaVol. IV., page 858, he
remarKs :— -

¢ The atmosphere of our country is unquestion-

cism, lighter in some parts, denser in others, but
too heavy in all. 1 had no idea, however, that in
Pennsylvasia, the cradle of toleration and free.
dom of religion, it could have risen to the height
-you describe. 'This must be owing to the growth
of Presbyterianism. ¥ * * Their ambition
and tyranny would tolerate no rival, if they had
.power. Systematical at grasping at ascendency
.over al] other sects, they aim at engrossing the ed-
acation of the country; are hostile to cvery in.
stitution they do not direct ; are jealous at seeing
-others begin toattend at all to that object.’

‘On the same subject, he writes in his letter to
‘William Short, (p. 322 :) *The Presbeterian cler.
Y are the loudest, the most intolerant of all sects;
the most tyranical and ambitious; i*eady at the
word of a lawgiver, if such a word could now be
.obtained, to put the toreh to the pile, and to rekin-

«lein this virgin hemisphere the flames with which/'

"The Datch Confession declares that God ¢ hath
armed the magistrate with a sword {o punish the
bad and to defend the good. Furthermore, it is
their duty not only to preserve the civil polity, but
-also to endeavor that the ministry be preserved:
that all idolatry and counterfeit worship be abol-
ished, &c.’ '

The confession of Saxony teaches that ¢the
word of God doth in general declare this concern.
ing the magistrate’; first, that God wills that the
magistrates, without all doubt, should sound forth
the force of the moral law among men, according
to the ten commandments, or law natural by laws
forbiding idolatry and ‘blasphemies, &c. ;’ for
well has i been said of old, ¢ that the magistrate is
a keeper of the law ; i. e. of the first and second
table, as concerning discipline and good order.—
This ought to be their special care (of kingdoms
and their rulers), to hear .and embrace the true
dectrine of the Son of God, and to cherish the
churches, according to Psalm ii. and xxiv., and
Isaiah xlix., and kings and -queens shall be thy
nurses, 1. e. let commonwealhts be nurses of the
church, and to godly studies.’

The French Confession declares * that God hath
delivered the sword into the magistrate’s hand,
that so sics commitied against both tables of God’s
{aw, not only against -the second, but the Jfirst also,
may be suppressed.’

"The celebrated professor of theology, Turretin,
thus explains the Geneva Confession: ¢ Magis.
trates have the right to restrain .contunacious and
obstinate heretics, who cannot be cured of their er-
rors, and who disturb the peace of the -Church,
and even to inflict upon them due punishment,]
since magistrates are keepers of both.tables, and
the care of religion pertain to them, &ec.’

kS

The Westminister Confession, cap. xx. art. 4,

teaches that ¢ The civil magistrate may not as.
sume to himself'the administration of the word and
sacraments, or the power of the keys of the king-
dom of heaven; yet he has authority, and it is
his duty, to take order, that unity and peace be
preserved in the Church, that the iruth of God be
kept true and entire, that all blasphemies and her-
esies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses in
worship and discipline be prevented or refernied,
and all the ordinances of Ged duly settled, ad-
ministered, and observed. For the better effect.
ing whereof, he hath the power to call synods, to
be present at them, and to provide that what-
soever be transacted in them be according to
the mind of God.” :
The striking uniformity in all these Confessions
for the consolidation of church and state govern-
ment, must be observable by all ; and had 1 time,
I would here. transfer the many seriptural.
testimonies which they have quoted as
explanatory of the ‘mind of God,” or more plain-
ly speaking, as arguments for the accursed union
of church and state. Buat, by way" of illustra-
ting these confessions, particularly of the West.

Presbyterianism of this country, I would submit
the following extracts, from penal enactmen:s,
from the declarations of General Assemblies, &e¢.

‘ That papistry and superstition may be utterly
suppressed, according to the intention of the acis
of Parliament, repealed on the 5th Act Farl, King
James VI. And to that end they ordain all pa..
pists and piiests to be punished with manifold civi
and ecclesiastical pains, as adversaries to' God’s
irue religion, preached and by law established,
within the realm. (England.) Act 24, Parl. i1,
King James V1.

From the coronation oafh in the National Cov
enant, we extract the following ; N

* Aud they shall (the kings and princes) abolish’
and gaiostand all false religion contrary to same,
(the Westminister Confession,) and they shall be
careful to root out of their empire all ‘heretics and
enemies to the tree worship.of God, &c.’

“So it cannot be denied, (see Declaration an:
Brotherly Exhortation, in the Acts of Assembly,”
August, 1647,) that upon these passages and pr;e«
ceedings hath followed the interrupting of the =o
much longed for reformation ‘of religion, of: th:
settling by Presbyterian government, and .of t.s
suppressing ‘of heresies and dangerous errors,
which works the parliament had taken'in hand.’

¢ We are also very sensible.of the greatand im-
minent dacgers into which this common cause of
religion is now brought by the growing and spreac.
ing of the.most dangerous heresies in England, ts
the obstructing.and hitidering of the begun refos.
mation ; .as-namely, besides many others, Socit-
ianism, Arminianism, Anabaptism, &c., and ths
which is called liberty of conscience, boing indee
liberty of error, scandal, schisin, heresy, dishonos.
ing ' (od, opposing the truth, hindering reforms-
tion, and seducing others.” .

‘In Sewall’s History, {Protestant,) p. 191, we -
find the following :—*In the year 1658, a law
was made’ (against Quakers) ¢ which, besides iip-
pesing heavy penalties and imprisonments, exten.
ded to werking. in the house ,of correction, severs
whipping, .cutting off cars, and boring througi
their tongues with ted hot irons, whether male OF
female, and such hkeichuman barbarities.”

LTo be Continued.)

minister Confession, which 1s the standard of

N
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Poetry,

Published by Reguvest.

' THE TEAR OF SYMPATHY.

Bereavep Frignp--I dare affirm
That none but those whoknow your griefs
©Can tell theachings of your throbbing breast.
List one whom sad experience heretofore
Hath taught, with sympathetic tone
‘In black and white, your past and present feelings
MNow portray. Andthink not strange if I,
Fo bring the subjeet home, should write -
As though your own hand held the pen.
There was a time—a period in my life,
When Comfort smiled along my path,
And all around my dwelling
Seemed to whisper peace. A help-meet, tos,
Was there ; companion of my choice, whose joys
For mine were oft exchanged; and sorrow too
With freedom, each to other did impart.
‘Prosperity’s flattering beamsawhile
Seemed dawning on sur labors : and when the day
In care, and toil, and strife was spent,
And the transactions strictly drawn
In black and white, as custom did require ;
1 could with cheerfulness retarn to my own
Fire-side, and there enjoy the company of her
1 loved above all others. Whose presence cheered
iy mind, and quite transformed life’s boistrous waves
Intoa peaceful calm. Together dwelt this happy pair.
But now, alas, how changed the seene!
Bright airy vision! trapsitory dream! hast thou
Forever 82d? Yes; flad T fear forever.
Bui still the memory of my brain .
In quick suctession flies to by-gone days,
Aad fain would wish them to return.
But oh the thought—-this must not, cannot be!
Would break my heart. Those joys are fled forever!
Ang that too in a moment—-at u time
Quite unexpected ; when business called from home.
But when Ileft I did expect on my return
o see that smiling fuce. But oh my sad mistake !
“ Man may appoint, but-God can disappoint,”
A messenger in haste .
To Yorx was sent, with tidings of her death.
Heart rending moment ! thou never can be
Described., And yet, on reaching home, how
Could I enter? But yet I did, with sensations
Never felt before ; and there beheld that form
T'o.me so dear, lie cold in death’s embrace;
Aund when 1 called to mind her form, features,
Gestures, voice, and smiling brow, and did but
Onece consider that the grave must ever hide these
From my view, Ithought if eversoul -
Did burst with grief mine surely would. ©Oh eould
She once more speak to me, her words .
AW ould socthe my sorrows. But no; this cannot
Be ; the grave this lovely form
Xust hide, and I alone must grieve.
If even a month
A year, or any period in my life
Could bring ber back, how patiently could
1 wait the blissful moment. But this

~ 1 am denied : while time his busy round

Performs, she never can return. - This sinks
My soul in depthsof gricf, ** and tears are my repast.”
My dwelling once so happy, so often
Giraced with smiles, is gloomy. Her place
At table, her place at eve, her every place
Iz vacant; and in my heart a vacancy
Which nooght on earth can fill. My
Mournful days, and wakeful nights, and
Lonely walks bear witnessto my grief.
But why
This murmuring strain ? asthough an enemy
Had dealt the vengeful blow. *Tis but a Friend
Jath dcalt the stroke : and that perbaps

"To check my wandering heart—hath snatched

This idol from my brecast to wean my
Soul from earth ; and in her stead
Bestow 2 trcasure of heavenly grace, which
Never may failnor die.  But G ! if Tin this
Could {eel, * Thy will be dones” yet nature’s
Tender touch so keen doth sometimes struggle hard
T'o interfere, and hinder resignation: - But
Pause my soul, and Hsien to other strains.
If now my wife eould {rowi the heights
f joy Iook down, and read my heart-complainings,
siee my tears, woald she nut thus address me ?
* My husband dear, dry up your tears, since
Allis well’ with me. Is not your loss my
Sverlasting gain 2 To tredd with you life’s thorny maze
‘xzposed to all the ills of earth,——sorrow, sickness, toils,
T [sin,
4nd death, would you still wish me back o siruggle there

And wrest this erown of glory from my head? No my
' [friend,

You would not thus decide. A wish so fraught with loss

To me. That pledge which God in kindness gave two
' [years

Ago to you—that idol too, which he in mercy took away

To raise thine eye and heart to better things above, thou

[we,

[be done.?
And strive for preparation soon to come and walk with
[me in white,
Where sinand sorrow, pain and death, can never come,
fand parting
Is no more. So for a space farewell, my dear, until we
[meet
In heaven. Trustin that God who brought me here, and
We shall meet again.—Farewell.”
: E. B.
Rozbwry, N. Y., Nov. 5, 1844.

WLHABRBEE D,

Near Centreville, Va., on Wednesday the 18th ult., by
Blder Robert C. Leachman, Mr Wirniam G. Darpy, of
Montgomery county, Md., to Miss Mary Hawsan, daugh-
ter of Elder SBamuel Trott, of the former place.

At Walkill, on Saturday evening the 21st ult., by Elder
G. Beebe, Mr. Crarx McNish, to Miss Many Dicx,all of
Walkill,

Near Mount Hope, on the 25th ult, by Elder G. Conklin,
Mr. Hirau Horton, of Walkill, to Miss Avmira, daughter
of Elinb Hawkins, of the former place.

On Suturday morning the 4th inst., by Eider G. Becbe,
Mr. Janes Krum, to Miss Cataerine Jane, davghter of
Mzr. Peter L. Travis, all of Mount Hope.

OBITUAR T

Pickaway co., O., Dec. 11, 1844,

Broruer Brzpz :——-1i is my painful duty to announece
the death of our beloved friend, Mr. Tromas LirTLETON,
consort of our sister Littleton of the Deer Creek Church
He died at his late residence at Waterloo, Fayette co., O,
on the third inst., after an illness of three or four months,
leaving a widow and two ehildren to mourn their loss in
this afilictive dispensatien. Mr. L. never made a public
profession of religion, but he was decidedly in sentimcnt
with the Old Fashioned order of Baptisis; and we had
good reason to believe that he had heard that voice which
quickens the dead. His disposition was mild and pleasant,
and he was respecied by all who enjoyed the pleasure of

iy sympathise with his bereaved family in their afliction.
Yours in christian love,
~ BENJAMIN CORNWELL.
P. 8. Pilease give your views on Ezekiel xviii. 27.
B. C.
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eceipts.

New Yorx.—Elder E. 8. Raymond, $5; Elder M.
Salmon, 2; J.R. Williams, 1; Eld. D. E. Jeweit, for L.
Holister & J. Groat, 2; Asa Grant, Esq., 1; John Axford,
2; for Jamer Manser, Jr., 1; Oliver Evereit, 1; Silas Cot-
ton, 1; Eunice Abbott, 1; Mrs. Mary Bloom, I; John
Haynes, 1; C. Reade, Esq., 2; Wm. Smith; 1; Nathanvic!
Carpenter, 1; Cornclius Curtis, 1; J. Winchel, Ir., 4.

Kexryoky.—John Watts, 6; Hiram Klette, Esq, 3; D.
I. Sparrow, Esq., 2; Charles Mills, 1; Joshua Rouse, 3;
Doct. M. Q. Ashby, 1. -

Vircinia——Elder 8. Trott, 10; Elder Thomas Buck, 5;
Elder James Duval, 10; John W. Pearson, 1.

Cowngcricur—John Fish, 1; D. Cobb, 2; Mrs. Lucy
Griswould, 1.

Irrivors—James Ticknor, Esq., 5; T. Merryman, 1; G.

18, Cadwell, 1.

Georeia~Geo. Leeves, 5; J. Mathews, I; for Goshen
Ciarion, 1. .
Quic.—Elder Lewis Seitz, §; Dea. I.'T. Saunders, 5.

New Acexts.—Johnsn Watts, Winchester, Ky. ~

George Slack, KingWJod, N.J.

Wouldst not surely cherish  © husband dear, weep not forf

Since® all is well. Think what ¥ am, and say, * Thy will}

bis acquaintance. Ilisformer neighbors and friends deep.

J. Maxey, Esq., Ten. 5 00
Johu Montgomery, Md. 3 %0
M. Glasgow, Pa. 100
John Potts, 4 300
1. Loomis, Mass. 108
Wm. Marsh, N.J. 3 06
J. B. Rittenhouse, s ’ 160
Aaron Nichols, N. H. 4 00
Total, 126 00}

ISt of Waents.

The following agents are duly anthorised to collect,
receipt and transmit to the editor all moneys due to the
Signs of the Times:— .

Mamz.—Elder P. Hartwell, J. Bailey, J. Steward, J.
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Samuel Meredith,

Marvranp~—James Lewndes, Baltimore, Lewis ¥, Klip.
stine, Wm. Selman, James Jenkins, Berod Chouate.
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COTATAUTNICATIONRS,

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
" Alexander, Genesee co., N, Y., Dec. 80, '44.
Broruer Bress ;=1 am now seated at broth-
er Vaughn’s; in Darien, and as some of my breth-
ren wished me to write something so they could
hear from me through the Signs, if you please
you may publish the following short sermon.
Texr—Matthew xviii. 45, 46 : “ The kingdom
of keaven is like unto a merchant man seeking

goodly pearls ; who when he had found one pearl).

of great price, went and sold all that he had, and
bought it.” In the 51st verse of this chapter, as
the  Master was about closing his discourse, he
-asked his disciples if they understood all these
. things 7 and they said, Yea, Lord. Now while I
dare not say that I understand all, yet I have
goa.thetthe Lord by his “Spirit has tanght
‘8o that though I do

dependmg upen the literati are to be pmed. And
to such as may have been entangled in the meshes
of a learned net, are the following remarks sub-
mitted for consideration; as it has been taught,
and many have believed, that a poor sinner set.
ting out to seek the Saviour answered to the mer-
chant man in our text, and when (to use the vul-
gar phrase) he has got religion, he has found the
pear]l of great price. So they teach that he must
sell all that he hath, and buy the Saviour, or re-
ligion.

®

Tosay nothing of the silly notion embraced in
the idea that an enemy to God should seek to
love him—one who is wholly in love with sin,
seeking for holiness—one opposed to the plan of
God’s grace, seeking to be saved by it—let us for
a moment consider the folly ‘of supposing, that a
poor, helpless, blind, lame, halt, maimed, and
wretched creature, that has nothing but- misery,
and is in want of all things, and is entirely de-
pendent upon somebody beside himself for every
article he uses, yea, for the continuation of his ex-
istence ; should be able to pay a great price for
religion, and make a great compensation to the
Lord for his salvation, though it be plead that they
must part with all their sins for Christ, what are
they worth? Are they a great price? What

benefit to the soul, could he have Christ without
parting with them? Does the Lord want them?
Has not Jesus endured enotigh’ already for the
sins of his people in bearing them in his own body

not know exactly where, or how to apply all the
various parables spoken by cur Lord, yet I am
satisfied, that in every place where itis said, The
‘kingdom of heaven is like this, or that, that it re-
feré‘\_'éome how, somewhere to something in the
. system of the government of God. And in the
~.subject under consideration, the kingdom of heav-
en being like a merchant man seeking goodly
pearls, &c., refers to a circumstance in the gov-
srnment of God, embracing the character, person, |
and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom it is
elsewhere said, The Son of man is come to seek

and to save that which waslost.
Butterworth says, Pearl is a gem or jewel, found
In a festaceons fish resembling an oyster. The
finest pearls are fished up in the Persian Gulf,
new called the sea of Catif. It is put for the
precious truths of the gospel, or godly admeoni-
tions ; (Maft vii. 63;) the Lord Iesus, or his
church ; (Matt. xiil. 45,) the glorious state orf

. maintein heaven. Rev, xxi. 21.

Butterworth’s declaration is
from what learned igoor-
amus be received his views, I shall not now un-
dertake to decide. . I however think that such of

In what degree ¥
saturated with errog

&od’s dear childrer as have been led into error by

*Iwhich Josus paid for the church, do we not find it

on the tree 7 and dying under the weight of wrath
which otherwise must have fallen upon their guilty
heads? Besides, is it not plain Bible doctrine, that
God is seeking such to worship him, as shall wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth. See Johniv. 28 ;
Ezek. zxxiv. 11—186.

If then, instead of the sinner’s being the mer-
chant, with sins to sell, and a Christ, or religion to

not easy from the scriptures to learn that the
pearl he bought, for which he paid a great price,
was the church, his bride? Paul directed the
elders of the church at Ephesus, To teed the
chureh of God whieh he had purchassed with his
own bloed, Taking into consideration the price
great indeed 7 So great that his life, his blood
must be given up for the enjoyment thereof!—
And Christ willing and able to pay the full price,
the Whole sum, in consequence of his great regard
for sucha pearl ; that it might be a crown of glory
in his hand, and a royal diadem upon him. .as the
head of hisbride. Fora similitude of which see
Revelation xii, 1, in the woman clothed with the
sun, the moon under her feet, and upon her head

buy, we consider Christ the Merchant Man, is it}

large by commants uponfhls power to rise from.
the dead, since it is not only testified, but believed;
that he had powel to lay &own hislife, and to take
it again.

Shall not the use of the s*ub;ect be, that such as
have hope toward God, through-our Lord Jesus
Christ, may rejoies, that though they hated God
and holiness, and love ere slaves to st un..
der the power of sin; rod loved them. Their
hatred eould not prevent God’s love ; nor their
love of slavery, hinder their being made free by
the Son of God ; nor thelr great guilt prevent
their being justified by the blood of Christ ; their
being dead in sins could not stop the divine opera.
tion in bringing them to life ; their weakness pre-
sented opportunity for Christ to appear their
Strength; their filth, k’for the operation of his
blood in their cleansing ; their poverty also, gave
occasion for the exercise of his benevolence in be-
stowing durable riches and righteousness upon
them., And that every mau that hath this hope
in him, should purify himself even as he is pure.

Yours in bonds of gospel affection,

H. WEST.

FOB THE SIGNS OF ’I‘HE TIMES.
Long Meéadow, Va., Jan. 1, 18485,

Broraer Bzmee:—I have but just returned
home frem = 0@ne4de‘451n preaching tour, during
which I passed through parts of Rappahanneck,
Faugquire, Culpepper, Spottsylvania, Stafford,
Prince William, Fairfax, Loudon, Warren, Clark,
Frederick, Jefferson, and Berkley Counties, and
was everywhere cordially received and kindiy
treated by the brethren, sisters, and friends :" nor

It was my happiness to have the company of my
dear relation and brother, John Clark, of Fred-
ericksburg, (most of the time) for a little more
than two weeks. I saw -old brother Hansbrough
at three different meetings ; he reminded me of
the remark of old brother Leland, “ when I see an
old weather beaten szilor standing on deck, and
crying up helm, I can but reverence him “in my
heart.” After giving thoSe dear and faithful Ja.=
berersin the Lord’s vineyard the parting hand at
old Chappawainsick, which to me was a severe
trial, it was my happiness to fall in with . brother
Leachman, who kindly favored me with his com-
pany both day and night from Wednesday till
Sunday evening following the first Sunday in
December, when it became my painful duty to '
say farewell to that promising young brother, A
few days afterwards I met with our young brothet
Elgan, then with the two brother Cornwells, at &

a°crown of twelve stars.

We need not here en-i,

near Patis, old brother Ruckman, from Hampshxre

did I hear any one say, “go up thou bald head.” - - -
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county, and brother Saffell at Upper Goose Creek.
Qur dear brother Trott I.did not sée; he having
gone on a preaching tour in the state of Maryland;
but with brother Leachman I visited and spent an
agreeable evening with our dear sister Trott and
children. T saw, but had but little of our highly

esteemed veteran old brother Buck and sister’

Bucl’s company, his brother in the flesh, and his}

and our dear brother in the Spirit bemg at that|n

He was then lying at brother John
I have

time very ill.
Buck’s, near Waterlick meeting house.
not since heard from him.

I returned home in six weeks and one day from
he time 1left, and found my family enjoying tol-
“erable health. It was my happiness to find the
“Gear brethren and sisters wherever I went preach.
ing or trying to preach the gospel of the kingdom,
of the same mind and judgment; and it does seem
to me that men’s machinery is losing its influ-

ence, at least in many places.

But I must not forget to say whatI chiefly in-
tended when I first took ap my pen; thatis, when
I read yourremarks in the Signs in reference to

_ the life and writings of Elder John Leland, de-
ceased, I determined at once to get what subseri-

bers 1 could. I sent about 84 names to sister
Greepe before Ileft home. Brother Clark sent on
another list while I was in Fredericksburg. I left
another with brother Leachman, -and ancther
small list with a young Mr. Mageath in Loudon
county, tobe sent to you, and now I send the fol-
lowing. f * ~ * ' *

Praying the goed Lord to bless you and yours,
and especially your labors in the vineyard, I-sub-

* scribe myself your brother and companion in the]

kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
’ A. C. BOOTON.

FOX THE 5IGNs OF THE Tmm‘si
~ Talbot co., Ga., Jan. 6, 1845.
Brormer Bruss:—Again I take up my pen to
drop you a few lines, although I have nothing to
communicate that is caleulated -to cheer the peo-

pie of God. It seems o be indeed 2 season of
winter in this country with the church, but 1t is
written in the precious book, that ¢ Every bxzmc‘}
in me that beareth mot fruit, he taketh away.”’—
So the present seems. to be a time of praning
with the church in these parts. Pruning, you
know, isdone in the winter, and it is necessary to
take away not only the dead branches, but the
waler sprouts, those top-heavy fellows, which draw
the sap and nutriment from theliving and fruitful
Pfﬁning is also necessary in order that
the tree and its fruit may be seen y for if the dead
limbs and water sprouts remain, they will obscure
the living parts of the tree and conceal its fruit:
but when the tree is pruned and spring comes on,
every branch willbud and bloom, and by receiving
., the nécessary nuirition with the care of the faith.
- ful htisbandman, bring an abundant crop of fruit.

(ifg‘od f"tut is certainly an honor to the tree; but

1 ask, what part has the tree in bringing forth good

;rmt ?

smali.

it, it Wl“; not brlng forth frait ; and j1f 1t plO-
duces any, it will be scarce ; and’ not: only 50,
if the -warmth of spring should not come. it must
remain in a wintry state.” Again, let the earth
be deprived of its nutritious properties, by which
the tree is invigorated~—no showers of rain or
beams of the sun, the tree must certainly wither
and die. Tt is written, % Without ‘me ye can do
nothing ;” “It is the Spirit that qmckeneth the
flesh profiteth nothing;” * Every p}ant that my
heavenly Father hath not plantéd shall be rooted
up :”” -and, “ Every ~branch that beareth friiit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”
And again,—* This is the covenant that T will
make with them, after those days, saith the Lord:
I'will put my laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them, and their sins and their
iniquities will' I remember. no more.” These
scriptures .console us; notwithstanding our cold-
ness. And, for ond} I cannot see how any person
can read them, with thousands of a similar kind,
and yet contend that poor, sinful, crawling worms
of the dust can do any thing meritorious in " the
sight of God; or that will cause him to deviate
from his eternal purpose in the smallest degree.
Brother Beebe, I have never lived in a cold
climate, (literally,) but I have abundant reason to
believe that the colder the winters aré the firmer
will be the timber. There are, I suppose, many
plants in our southern country where the winters
are not so cold, that would freeze and die in the
northern region. Se we discover the utility of
winter seasons, religiously, that the trees which are
of the Lord’s -planting may thereby receive the
benefit, and the children of God be enabled to en-
dure hardness'as good soldiers of Jesus Christ;
and that those delicate southiern plants may freeze
and be cut off; for they “are clouds without rain,

anches, leaving them to grow knotty, hard and

cafried about by 'wikds; trees, “whose frait with-
ereth—without fruit,—twice dead, plucked up by
the roots.  These are murmurers, complainers,
walking after their own lusts; these be they who
separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spir-
it;” consequently they cannot endure the winter.
“ Bat we are bound to give thanks to Ged always,
for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord; because
God bath from the beginning chosen you to sal-
vation, through sonctification of the Spirit and be-
iief of the truth.” -

I will conclude by saying, we hope that the
spring will again visii us, and Zion again arise
from the dust, put on her beautiful garments and
shine forth, ¢ fair as the moon, clear as the sun,
and terribleas an army ywith banners.”

Yours in the bonds of the gospel,
THCMAS GUICE.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,
North Gage, Oneida c0.s N. Y., Dec. 31, °44. 4
Broraes Brrsr :—I embrace this opportunity
to thank you for answering my request whichI
sent through our loving brother, A. Richardson.
May the Lord of glory encourage and stréengthen
youto laborin his service. Please continue the

| November, 1848,

Suppose the husbandman neglects to prune

Signsto me ; for they afford me gleat comfort in

my lene y sntuation, left.asT am, Without a"bro!

et or sister within four or five ‘miles to afford me
any comfort. It wassaid tomy faqe,‘and that-tee, -
by a beloved brother,. that the Signs spoiled me;
but for such spoiling I bless, praise, and glorify
God my Saviour; from whom all good aag perfect
gifts come, and who g}vetn Iwen]ly and upbraid-
eth not. Please give your ‘%iews on Matthew
xi, 12, as1 cannot agree with our former deacon,
that christians aré to “take the kingdom of heay-
en by force;” but I think it alludes to the Jewn,of
that time. "I would also be glad to hear the views' -
of our highly esteemed brother Trott on Hebrews
xi. 1. .
‘Dear hlothel, I was chastened of the Lor
with’ typhus fever, a year ago last Novem-
ber, 50 that no one that saw nie thought I conid
recover. My oldestsister was with me, and had
the consumption, s¢ that we could not see e :
other for a long time ; bnt my - heaven]y Father
spared me as a monument of his mercy ; but shé
fell asleep, as I humbly trusty-in Jesus, on 2lst -
Then my only son was takeén
down with the same fever ;- but God in his infinite
mercy restored us to health again,  But my days
of mourning were not yet ended ; for my beloved
wife was taken with an inward complaint, and: on
the 25th day of last May departed this life, - T am
now left alene, full of sorrow, and liable to be
tempted ; but my lossis her gain; yet; as Iram
weak, I ask you, my beloved -brother, to remem. .

ber me af the throne of grace, that I'may feel and -

know that the Lord omnipotent reigneth;
ethall things well ;-and that I may, wit

heart say with Job, “The Lord: gave, and the . ,b

Lord hath. taken away, and blessed be ‘the” name \
of the Lord.”

My be&ovedi\rother, ‘bear with 1 Wy
1 hope that your Lord & Master has not lefs
together without-hope in his finished werk. ~Bro.
W. Allén, of Liondon, has expressed my trials and
fears'in the 136th page -of the current volume’;
for which comfort, as also for What is confained in
other communications, I thank, praise, and é‘xéteﬁ
our blessed Saviour. But still 1 find mys
inclined to walk by sight than by faith, and"mo
like Rachel weeping, than like David, when hi
child was dead. I write these lines to you, desiriz

1your counsel and advice ; for T am without being

in fellowship anywhere, both since and before I re-
ceived the Sigus, although I was and still am in
love with both our dear biethren, Elders Hill ‘and
Salman ; but there was a high and steep mountain
between us, which Solomon says bringetha snare;

but that mountain the blessed Saviour has removed,
for he has delivered me from the fear of man.—-
But the winter ‘came, and with clouds and dark-
ness surrounded me, so that I am sometimes dis.
couwraged. But thanks to God our_Saviour, the
Sun of Rightecusness sometimes sh
simple heart, and dispels 1
me iféji;’)ibein' his free, ric unmerited’ salva-
tion.” Yetaml in astrait between two. opinions,
being discontented as Iam, & whether it isbest for .

s into my
kness, and makes

1fme to Join with my "brethren at Holland’s Patent,
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All the difficulty is in myself, on account
of my sinful heart, lest that in sitting at the Lord’s
Table I should eat and drink judgment against
myself.  Still I think that I can discern the Lord’s
_body in bis ordinance. And when I think as
" Rippon says, ’
 “If youtarry till your better,
You will never come at all,”

(I know that I cannot make myself better; for
it is God that worketh in us both to will and to
do,” I am guilty of breaking all the commands,)
T wish Fwere near to you or to any of the above
anjed seivants of Jesus, or any other of the Old
ool Baptist preachers, to remove these difficul.
. Linvited Elder Wottle of Holland’s Patent
two or three times to visit me, but I did mnot
tell him for what particular reason, so he did not
come to see me.  But it was not so with the above

. 1

“the frst time, and Elder Salmon, to whom I

i

5 wag.the means in the hand of God of getting me
“the Signs, which he himself paid for, and to_this
day he has not so much as said, “ I have done it.”
May the Lord reward him. It is strange to think
hew providentially they came to me 5 but the
reason is as Isaiah has said, because God’s ways
are not as.our ways, &ec.; for at the time T had
no place to go where I could hear the truth, near-.
er than. twelve miles ; but I had a friend who had
seen the Signs, and was pleased with them, and he
knew well that they would please me, so he told
me of them, and T was very anxious to obtain
them. Iasked Elder Williams, who baptized me,
but he bbject\edf to them because they oppose sab-
(bath‘ls’dhooi's; so I got cold, and would not inquire
any more after the Sioes - but whes my friend
came again I told him what I_had heard ; bit'he
said, believe not, but get them and read for your-
self; and the next visit he brought me two num-
bers and left them with me to read. i(iilfﬁd them
.. well, but how to get them was the only” ie’iﬂaining
difficulty. My friend mentioned Elder Salmon
jasa agent for the Signs; but the same difficulty
was in the way of communicating with him : but
 friend said he knew one who had correspon.
nce with Salmon, and the next I knew, was, that
e Signs came on to my house, for which bles-
_sing] thank my heavenly Father, hoping that he

- will enable all his servants to praise and glorify

- his’ name, and encourage and strengthen you

i through life.

4 The following lines,

memberance of my de

publish, if you will,
Saviour and Friend of guilty sinners,
And the God of boundless grace,
Let thy mighty arm protect us,.
Lord, be thou our Hiding Place.
Yield us, from thy blissful presence,
Joys which ever shall endure ;

- On thy heavenly m

Hide us in thy s power;

which I composed in re.
parted wife, I wish you to

“mentioned Elders ; for they accepted my invita.

" May the Lérd énab}e‘ us \t;o ju(dgé” 1"i’ghté6usly,

See that ye fall not out by the way, is. the prayer
of your afflicted brother, -
MALCOM ,JOHNSTQN.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. )
- Bloom Township, Seneca ¢o., O., g
Dec. 15, 1844,

DEear BROTHER:—Many of the communica-
tions published in the Signs I read with pleasure
and ‘solemn delight, especially those on exhorta-
tion and ehristian experiance; for often when
reading the communications of brethren and sis.
ters on experience, in which they give an account
of the dealings of God with them, it makes my
heart rejoice with joy unspeakable, to hear the
same language spoken by a people that never saw
each other in the flesh ; it witnesses to me that
they are all taught of the Lord, and that their

- am ever indebted for his loving kindness ; for hé|peace is great. For they that are taught of the

Lord areall brought by one way, toan end with
themselves, and each one says, “The Lord our
Iﬁghteousness,” for this is the name whereby he
shall be-called, “ The Lord our Righteousness.”—
Christ says, ¢ All that the Fa*{r giveth me shall
come unto me, and him that cometh fo me I will
in no wise cast out.” Then all that cometh to
the Son are saved with an everlasting salvation ;
not according to their works, but according to his
mercy he saves them, by the washing of regene-
ration and renewing of the Hely Ghost, And
they shall be brought to that inheritance which is
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away;
which is reserved in heaven for them that are
kept by the power of God, through faith unto sal.
vation, ready to be revealed in the last time;

wherein they greatly rejoice, théugh now, for a/
season, they are in heaviness, through manifold !}

temptations and the trial of their faith, which is
much more precious than that of gold that perish.
eth, though it be tried in the fire, it shall be found
unto praise, and honor, and glory, at the appedring
of Jesus Christ, when he shail come to be ad

mired in all his saints. They shall receive the|

end of their faith, even the salva
souls.

My desire for you and all that love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincetity is, that love, peace, and
mercy, from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus
Christ, may be multiplied. )

Your unworthy brother, and-less than the least
of all saints,

tion of their

-

LEWIS SEITZ.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. N

; Franklin co., Ohio, Pec. 27, 1844,
Brotuzr Brzpn :—1I think I should be much
lost without your messenger of instruction, which

-{for the past year has pretty regularly visited me.
11 take * this occasion to express. a desire for a

Now in glory, full 2nd radient
Shines thy majesty divine,

To thy will make us obedient,
On thy grace may we recline, -
Nor ever let our hearts repine,

thankful heart to the Lord for putting it into the
hearts of his servants to open a . medium of cor-
respondence through which brethren of ‘the family
Jof our Lord Jesus Christ may learn of each other’s

& according to the advice of brother Manser, Jr.,

spiritual welfare, throughout the scattered con-
dition of the Zion of our God, in this day of dark-
ness and delusion. R

Since I had the privilege of being introduced to
you at the Ebenezer Association of Virginia, at

-Ithe session of 1843, 1 have frequently’ thought of

addressing you and asking you (if it would not be
asking too much) to let the brethren whom I there
formed an acquaintance’ with know that I stili
survive as a montment of God’s mercy ; and,
dear brethren, since the Lord directed me to re.
turn to my parental friends, I have united with a
small church which wag constituted near two
years since. We are few in number, and: sur.
rounded by a host of Ishmaelites and Hagarenss,

who use every means they possess to spy out out
liberty, and on one occasion made an appoint-
ment at the usual place and on the day of our
church meeting, but they failed to extingnish - the
truth, or remove us off the foundation on “which

our hope rests, But, dear brethren, these are
not the only foes with whick [ am “beset; 1 have
a body of sin and a deceptive heart, which makes
me sometimes feel as though all the imperfection -
in human nature centres in me. Surely of sin-
ners I am chief, and if g saint, surely Tam the
least ofall, .

Now, dear brethren, if the Lord never suffers
me to behold your faces again in the flesh, while

life remains T never can forget you, though 1 live
inhopes I shall yet meet some of you in this un-
friendly world,-though I know I am not worthy_ of -
the privilege. ~ Yourself, brethren Lauck, Booten,:
Benjamin and Elias Cornwell, Levi Hess, Jen-
nings, Strickler, and all the brethren who' have

any recollection of me, - will accept of my love

and christian fellowship.
- Yours in tribulation,
1 JOHN P. TAYLOR.
Please at some sabsequent period to give your
views on Romans ix. 3.
" - Farewell,

J. P T.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Scioto co., O., Dec. 8, 1844.
Brormzr Brese :—1I take my pen to inform

you of the situation of the Old School Baptists i

this corner -of the earth. We have eight small
churches, which form the Mount Pleasant Asso-
ciation; they are all' in peace and prosperity ;
oneof them was constituted since the last meet.
ing of the Association. The Ohio Association is
New School, and as rotten as can be; her

churches are nearly all of them in a state'of con. :
fusion and discord, having almost as many. faiths. ™

among them as members ;.50 that it is hard to find
two of them of one mind in the whole Associa-
tion. ‘They seem to be trying to work miracles, .
for fear, as I suppose, that the Old Schoo] Wil
come upon them and take away their place, and
nation. .The brethren of the Mount-Pleasan '
sociation feel that their cause is their ~Master’s,
whose will it is that they should, for the present, -
dwell in the midst of wolves in sheep’s clothing=—
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who profess to be strict Baptists, and of the Old
stamp 3 but inwardly they are full of rottenness
and dead men’s bones. In legard to Bible doc-

trine, * they cease not to pervert the right way of
Men of corrupt minds, reprobates con-
cemmg the faith :” and like their brother Judas,

the Lord.

they labor to peddle out their professed master for
pieces of silver. This they do, under pretence of
aiding in the work of makirg christians. They
claim to be sent from God to perform his work, &
they make use of all the newly invented machin-
ery,such as Sunday Schools, Tract, Bible, Mis-
sionary, and Total Abstinence Societies, Theolo-!

gical Seminaries, Distracted Meetmcs, Mourner’s

Benches, &o.; all geared in view of convextmo

poor Esau and Ishmael, but leaving Jacob and
That is, they wish to convert
the outer man where thereis no grace in the heart]

Isaac in the rear.

Your brother in Christ,
JOSEPH BENNET.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Broraer Brzes :—Although I am one of the
foolish things of the world, I am under the ne-
I never
went to man’s school buta few days in my life,
g0 I am ignorant of orthography, grammar, and
every branch of human polish; and when I come
to speal of spiritual things, I feel so ignorant, so

cessity of addressing a few lines to you.

fear I have no part-nor lIot in the matter.

~ desire the sincere milk of the word; bat herel am

depuved of héaring the word of the Lord, and of
O!
that the Lord of the harvest would send some of
the sons of consolation, and also sons ‘of thunder
to this deluded region, for there is a great host of]
‘Ishmaelites in this territory, and they seem to be
very religious, paying homage to almost as many
gods as the ancient heathen did. And I think the
Lord has a few here who by the preaching of the
gospél would be mstructed edified, andled outy
of Babylon, to the.plazse and glory of sovereign

meeting to worship with the Lord’s people.

grace.

six years.

<cdge.

.in the past, and I feel as though I could not dis-
I hope the Signs
will be well supported and wisely conducted, that
the sheep and :lambs of ‘Christ may be advised of
‘the pefarious machinations of .anti-christ, and be

pense with them in the fature.

1ed by the truth.

I am located in Mrlton, Rock co., Wisconsin
If there are
y Old School Baptists in the north part of the
: -sstate, I ‘wish they would give notice -through the

Territory, 20 miles from Illinois.

.Slgns of their locations and places -of worship.
Yours as ever,

‘Whlton, Dec. 80, 1844,

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Florence, Boone ¢o., Ky.,Jan. 9, 1845.
Brorerr Berpe:—I am still wpon the foot-
stool of Jehovah, but as weak as ever; yet I am
sometimes made to rejoice in hearing the children
of God tell %hat they hope the Lord has done for
them ; how he has opened their blind eyes, un.
stopped their deaf ears, taken away their stony
hearts and given them hearts of flesh ; and how,
like Peter, they have said, “ Though all men for-
sake thee, I will not.”
entangled in the affairs of this world, they are apt
to feel and cry out again like poor Peter, Lord,
save or I perish ! Hold me by thy almighty power
and grace. Keep me andIshalibe saiely kept, for
the power is thine, and thive alone. ¢ There was
a little city and few men within it, and there came
a great king against it, and beseiged it and built
great bulwarks against it.. Now there was found

But when tbev become

|a poor wise mun, and he by his wisdom delivered,

the city.” Ecel. xi. 14, 15, AndI confidently
believe, my brother, that that same poor wise man

the Lord keep the city, they watch in vain, that
keep it.” Qur God caused the walls of Jericho
to fall at the blow”(r of theram’shorns, and 1 be-

the blowing of the gospel trumpet.

1 have been a constant reader of the Bigns for
1 have found much to admire and some
*-things to deplore, and now I am located in‘the far
west, where there is no gospel minister or
Old School brother within the circle of my knowl-
The Signs have been much comfort to me

NATHAN PIRCE.

overcome them, for so it is written.

the Lord is able to uphold and support you.

put to flight are fighting fortheir king.
much tribulation you are to enter into heaven.
ay the Lord enable you always to -contend ear

jthe saints, I write to ease my own mind,

desire that the order of ‘his house should be atten
ded to, and the children faithfully exhorted to at
tend to the things which belong to their peace,
feel a great desire to see the writer of such com-
munication ; ‘and I-cannot help it. My brother,’
I amso weak that I cannot love without an ob-
ject to love; mor taste withont something to taste;
nor see, without some okject before me to look at.
:If I had-ten thousand eyes, I could see nothing
without light.  Yes, my brother, it is -all of the
Lord, from first to last, and whenT write to youor
any of the brethren, he gives the will and desire

children. Farewell: May ‘God who is rich in
mercy preserve you, and me, and all -his -chosen
tlock from error, is the desire of -one of the feeb-
lest of the flock which Christ purchased with “his

is still able to keep the little city. And“except

lieve he is still prostrating the walls of error, by|

We have & great many fire kindlers in these
drts, who are walking in the light of the sparks
depraved, so little love to God, that it makes me svhlch they have kindled ; thes§ make waxpwnh
Yet 1 the Lamband his followers; but the Lamb shall
Don’t-be dis-
couraged, my brother, though all men forsake you;
Tam
aware -of the hard sayings, reproaches, and perse-
cutions the editor of the Signs and his correspon-
dents have to endure ; but bear in mind  that you
are engaged in a warfare, and that Jesus is the]
Leader, and these you are called to encouhter and
Through
0

nestly for the faith which was once delivered to
When
Isée a letter written by any of the brethren, and
their Master’s cause seems to be at heart, and a

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Broraer Brrpe :—The Apostle Jude address-
¢s his epistle to them that are sanctified by God .
the Father, and preserved in Jesus "Christ, and
called.
We learn from the scuptules of truth, that
sanctification not only sngnmes cleansing from

sin by the application of the blood of Jesus
Christ, which cleanseth from all sin, but also ‘the
setting apart, ordaining, or appomtma to.a holy,

or some particular use; and in the latter semse, .
the word is used in Genesis ii. 3; Jer.i. 53 Jobn
x. 36, & Heb. x. 14 ; which is the use no® -
in which we ‘118 to undexstdnd itin Lhe above Pt
sage, and not to ‘internal cleansing, whlch is usual:
ly applied to the Spirit of God; but to eterna
election, which is peculiar to Geod. the Father-
who, hefore the foundatienof the world, ‘set apar
a definite namber of the human family for his own
heavenly kingdom, and being given to ‘him, dhds
made his care and charge, of course they are pre- "=
served.in him. Their natural birth into the world -
is certain ; also that they will be born alive, and
that they will continue to live until they are called,
is also certain. (Rom. viil. '86.)- But there is
one thing more to be understood relative {o their
being « preserved- in Christ Jesus.” God said to
Elijah, that “he had reserved to ‘himself's seven
ihousand men who had not bowed the kno :
image of Baal;” (1 Kings xix. 18; Rom:xi. 4;) ~
by which I understand that that part of the:na-
tion of Israel whom God designed to save; were
preserved in Christ Jesus from being deluded by
Baal’s prophets.
The Beast spoken of in Revelatxon xiily, to
whom “ power was glven over all kmdreds, and ~
tongues, and nations,” 1§ 6 Ge™yors xppe Forad
that dwell” upon the earth, whose names are not
written in the book of life, of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world : by which we under-
stand that.those whose names are written in that
bock, are preserved in Christ Jequs, from bemg*t
.{thus deceived by him who is wershipped by 'the
subjects of anti-christ’s kingdom. = Therefor
saying of the .Savicur in Matthew  xxiv. 24, If
it were possible they shall deceive the very elect,”
will not only apply to the people of God after Gon-
_lversion, but before. We have no account it the‘ |
.|scriptures of those false religionists of which- we
Iiread ever becoming the children of God-in deed

to write for the .comfort and edification of the:

and truth, excepting Jews, who had been trained
up from infancy in the Jew’s religion, as Saul of
Tarsus, but had never professed to experience a-
change of heart like the modern converts of our
day, who have been so powerfully wrought -upon
by these doctrines and wmeans which have had
their -origin in +the kingdom of anti-christ,
which kingdom, with all it doctrines, institutions,
and means, has never been the ans of one soul
loving Ged and tmth ‘but contrariwise, they
become ten-fold more” the .enemieés of -the cross of
Christ than they were before. 'We learn, there.
fore, that: the bride, ‘the Lamb’s wife, :when mar-
vied to Christ, was a virgin; -being so: preserved in

| blood. _JOSHUA ROUSE.

|him that .

notwithstanding .she wasunderthe law




]

“and under its curse, she never was weddéd to, nor

. fully or unlawfully, not even in any of her mem-

% preserved  in Christ Jesus,” and will therefere

_ @ve foolish virgins were foolish when they first set

Butit is a comfort tolearn that God will save his

ISR REED BURRITT.

_Bigns, provided you can dosodin the second num-
“ber: or if itistoo late for that, and you find that

.+ Loudon county ; Thursday as brother Trott may
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ever worshipped any husband or lord, either law-

bers, till united to Christ. ~And when 1 take into
consideration the above passages of scripture, {
-have no expectation that they will be any better.
How many cases have we known where a person
had onee professed to experience religion, and af-
- terwards found that they had been deceived, and
‘experienced a genuine change, or at least, given
_ good evidence of such? I have mever known
any, and I assure you, my brother, that my heart
-has been pained within me, when I have seen my
fellow mortals come out with their experiences,
(as they call them,) frony under those apti-seriptu-
ral doctrines and efforts, with their delusive and
fancied comforts, but are entirely ignorant of the
things of the Spirit of God. Bince I cannot but
consider them'marked off by the enemy for his
“kingdom forever; they are pot of those who are

_mever be called “ according to his purpose.” The

Roberson River, Madison county ; Wednesday at
Madison C. H. ; Thursday at Rappidann Meeting
House. _ :

Most of the churches and places of preaching
embraced in the above list I never have visited.—
From the last named place I shall have some ap-
pointments, bat which will be” made by brethren
and friends on the route; there being but few O.
S. Baptists in those parts, the Signs T imagine are
pot circulated in that region to much extent, if at
all. ' o
I remain yours in Christ,

JOHN CLARK.
, Fredericksburg, Va., Jan. 8, 1845.

P. 8. If you have them to spare, you will
please to send me the 19th and 21st numbers of the
last volume of the Signs. Also, I wish brother
Jewett would send me the 10th number of the

|

J. C.

ast volume of the Advocate.

EDITORIAL.

New.Veravon, New-Yorg, Froruary 1, 18_45;

.but, and they remained’ foolish. And since our
Lord wept over Jerusalem with all the feelings and
compassion of a man, I feel that I have a right to
sweep over my fellow creatares, when I have all

ibrethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.—

poople, yea, Jesus has power over all flesh to give
.eternal life to as many as the Father has given
im.

“Your brother in the bonds of the gospel,

[coxTiNuED FROM Pa6E 15.]
INTOLERANCE OF PROTESTANTS WHEN IN
POWER. ’

# According to the same puthor, page 18, a law was
made by the court of Boston, October 20, 1658. We ex-

geason to think that they are only fiting them- |tract a part: * Whereas, there is a pernicious sect (com-
- selves with the help of their teachers for destriuc-
_tjon, and especially when I see among them my

monly cailed Quakers) dotake upon them to change and
alter the received laudible customs of our mnation, and alse
to destroy the orders of the churches, by denying all es.
tablished forms of worship ; forprevention thereof, this
court doth order and enact; that every person or persons be-
ing convicted to be of the sect of the Quakers, shall be
sentenced to be banished upon pain of death. :

1t will be observed that these laws are in perfect harmony
with the confessions above given, but the principal article
found in all these confessions of faith, and in that of Pres-
byterianism of this country; and which they belicve as a
positive commandment rcvealed to them by Almighty
God, is (Confession of Faith, pages218, 219, Ques. '108)
‘the disapproving, detesting, opposing all false worship, and

Burdett, Jan. 9, 1845,

FOR THE SXGNS. OF THE TIMES,

APPOINTMENTS FOR PREACHING.
Dzar sroTmeEr Bumee:—I send you alist of
;appointments which 1 wish you to publish in the

the paper can reach the section where the meetings
.are to be held in time, you can publish them in
‘the third number. :

“The Wednesday after the first Lord’s day in
February, (which will be the 5th,) at Ebenezer,

.choose ; Friday at Zoar, Jefferson county ; Sat.
arday and Sunday at-Mill Creek, Berkley county ;
Monday the 10th at Darksville ; Tuesday at Ger-
yard’s Town; Wednesday, Timber Ridge;—
“Thursday, Big Capor; Friday, Wardensville;
.Baturday, North River ; Sunday, (3d Sunday,) at
Lost River; Monday, (17th,) at Brock’s :Gap;
"Tuesday, Linville Creek ; Wednesday, Harvison-
burg ; Tharsday, Salem; Saturdey and Sunday,
-( 4th Sunday,) New Market; Monday, (24th,)
Salem, Page county; Tuesday, Mill Creek, Page
scounty. 'The residue of the week, including .the
first Sunday in March, as brethren Booten and

according to cach one’s place and calling, removing it and
all the monnments of idolary.’ .

Here is a pretended commandment from Almighty God,
directly opposed to civil and religious liberty. hostileto all
other dencminations, and inimical to-the Constitation of
the United States, as that Constitation recognizes the right
of all worshipping ‘God according to their own_predilec-
tions. . We hope every friend of human right will weigh it
well. It is a commandment which enjoins upon all, from
the petty tipstavein our cofrts up to the president of the
United States, to **.remove, according to each one’s place

tend calling, all false worship, and all the ‘monuments of

idolatry.” But this we are told means * moral influence.”
Weare compelled to say that this meaningis sufficiently

|refuted by their history, by their penal enactments, by the

writings of the chief framers and expounders of their doc-
trines, whe persecuted, and also by the seriptural quotations
which they have adduced as confirming the warrant for
their inhuman and intolerant persecutons. The seventh
chapter of Deuteronomy, referred to paticularly, is very
expressive on this point. - Verse 2 says, * And when the
Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee, thou shalt
smite them and utterly destroy them: thou shalt make no
covenant with them, nor show mercy unto them.”

Verse'5 : “ But thus ye shall deal with them, ye shall
destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut
down their groves, and buri-their graven images with fire,”
&e.

For practical illustrationsof these verses, orrather of the
whole seventh chaptar of Peuteronomy, and of the mean-
ing of *“ moral infiuence,” T would merely advert to the
cantons of Switzerland, wherc the Presbyterians banished
the Baptists under penalty of death if they returned; in
the canton of Zurieh, where (see Rachet’s History, Protes-
tant, of the Reformation in Switzerland, vol. iii. p-99) they
decreed that not only Baptists themselves, and those who
protected them, should be put to death, but that all non-
informants would be condenined as perjurers to imprison-
ment and exile;.and in Berne;where they extirpated ithe
same denomiination, beheading the men and drowning the

Haauck may appoint. ‘Tuesday, 4th of Mareh, at

women. . Singular illustrations of “removing all false

worship,” truly, by “moral influence.”  Trook, too,. in
Hollard, where they drove the remonstranis out ‘of their
churches, plundered them of their property; condemned
the Arminians, depiived them of the “exercise of theit re-
ligion, banished their ministers, racked to death the Lu.
therans, and quartered the Catholics. View them in_Gen-
eva, burning heretics at the stake; in Seotland, putting

ithese to - death who said or' heard mass three times; in

England, depriving the Episcopalians of - the Boaki of .
Common Prayer; in dreland, murdezing the<Catholies like
wild keasts; and in New England, persécutmy the Qua-
kers, stripping menand women half naked, fastening them
1o cart-tails, dragging them through the surrounding towns,
while scourging them unmercifully upen their baeks, im-
prisoning them; confiscating their goods, cutting . off their

-|ears, boring their tongues through witk red hot irons, and at

last hanging them upon an ignominious gallows. Verily
these are striking exemplifications of ** removing all false
worship” by *‘moral influence.”

Calvin is regarded as the founder of Preshy-
terianism, aithough few of that order retain at
this day much mmore than his persecuting sphit,
which is shown up in history in connection with
acts of the most barbarcus cruelty against those
who refused to embrace his theory. After plun-
dering Servetus of his property—confining him in
a damp prison till ““ he was almost eaten up with
vermin,” denying him an advocate, loading him
with evefy indignity that barbarity could invent,

and at last burning him at the stake, he wrote a:

work entitled % A faithful account of the errors of
Michael Servetus, in which it is proved that here-.

tics ought to be restrained with the sword.” Inea'!
letter to Marques de Poet, dated September 3@th, '

1561, hesays, «“ Honor, glory, and riches, shaill be
the reward of ‘your pains: but above all, do not
fail to rid the country of those zealous scoundrels,
who stir ‘up the country to revolt against us.—-
Such monsters should be exterminated,as I have

exterminated Michael Servetus, the.spanjard.”:

(See Robinsoin’s Researches, p. 840.) N
John Knox, the reputed founder of Presbyter-

janism, in Scotland;.and who,according to Doct.

Heylin, ¢haracterized the cold blooded assassina-

{tion of Beaton, asa ¢ godly act,” Taid down thess

principles: - »

“ Ye are bound to remove from honor, and pun-
ish with death, (if the crime so require,) such as’
deceive the peaple, or defraud of that food of
their souls, I mean the lively word.”
tory of Reform, p. 16.

« None provoking the people to idolatry oughtte

be exempted from the punishment of death.”—

page 21. : " .
«Jtis not only lawful to punish to the death

such as labor to subvert the trucreligions but the

magistrates apd the people are bound to do so, un-- .
less they would provoke the wrath of .God against -

themselves.” p. 29,

«Intimation was made to others as to the ab. 8
bott-of Corraguel; the parson of Saughn, and such,
that they should -neither complain to the Queen

nor council, . but should -execute the punishment

that God has Qppointed idolatars wherever they '

should be found.” p.352.

Edwards, says Neal, when. addressing the civil -

rulers, respecting ‘the commandment, “removing
all false worship,” declared, “A connivane .
and suffering without punishment, such fal

trines and disorders, p;oinké's_God to send jviidg; -

ments. A toleration doth eclipse. the glory af

Knox's His. -
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the most, excellent reformation, and makes the leges, -theological Seminaries, and academica]i in-
sins to be the sins of the legislature that counte-|stitutions in this country, are under the instruction
nances them. A magistrate should use coerciveland control of the Presbyterians.” Another of
power to punish and suppress evil, as appears from|their divines (Doct. Barton) has said, “ When all
the example of Eli,”” Again, ‘says Edwards,|our colleges are under eur control, it will establish
* Toleration will make the kingdom a chaos, al|our sentiments and influence so that we can man-
Babel, another Amsterdam, a Jordon, an Egypt, 2 age the civil government as “we please.” ¢ They
Babylon. - Toleration is the ground work of the aim,” as Jefferson said truly, “at engrossing the
devil, his master.piece and chief engine to uphold education of the country.” In Wh'at way, their
his tottering kingdom. It isa most compendious, |own publications will best illustrate,” The Sunday
ready, sure way to destroy all religion, lay waste,|School Union have in various reports declared their
and bring in all evil. It isa most transcendent, intention “ to force out of circulation” all such
catholic and fundamental evil, As original sin is elementary books as disagree with their views, to
the fundamental sin, having the seed andspawn of | revise and alter”—¢ yet keep their titles”—to
all sins in it, so toleration hath all efrors in it and change the ideas of authors, and to become * dic.
all evils.” [See Verplanks Discoveries, P 28, 24. tators to the consciences of thousands of tmmortal

“My judgment,” {says Baxter, another celebra- beings I See Appendix to Doet. Ely’s Sermon,
ted divine,) “Ihave always freely made known. published with remarks by himselfin 1828. Also
I abhor unlimited liberty, or toleration of all.” Preface to the catalogue of Sunday School Books

As we have before said, we would by no means|for 1826. And what is their object in thus dicta-
single out the Presbyterians as the only sect pos-|ting to the consciences of thousands of immortal
sessing a spirit of intolerance : the same proscrip- |beings 7 The Appendix to Second Annuul Report
tive and intolerant spirit has always characterized |of Sunday School_ Union, 1826, page 98, gives
every system of worldly religion, from the days of |the answer: In ten years, or certainly in twenty,

- Cain to the present time, and at this day that spir- |the political power of our country would be in the

it is gsrife among those Baptists who have drunk |hands of men whose characters have been formed
in the worldly principles of Protestants and Cath. |under the influence of Sabbath Schools.’*

~ olics, as among any other sects, according to the| In perfect harmony with these declarations, the

degree of worldliness, human wisdom, human |Presbyterians, aideg”by other sects, including new
power, and human means, they have incorporated{School Baptists, have been operating, by manu.
into their religious faith and practice. The poor factoring public opinion, through the agency of
©id School Baptists would not long escape the|Sunday Schools, and other kindred institutions,

prison, the cart-tail scourge, or the stake, if the|and in dictating to the cobsciences of thonsands of

secular power were in the hands of New School |immortal beings, through the legislatures, until
Baptists, Already have some of them recom. now, their plans of operation are so far matured,
riended the penitentiary, for the correction of OId |and so firmly established, as to almost defy oppo-
School Baptists ; and others have prayed that we|sition. : N
may belaid quietly away, where our “ croaking| In regard to their seizure of our Schools, per-
¥ay no Ionger disturb the onward movement of haps they have - gone farther in this than in any
their car of salvation.” other state. Here they have not only managed
That there are, or may be many among the|to place aboit two-thirds of ali our educational
Presbyterians, who cherish no such feeling against |funds at the disposal of the Regents of the Uni.
their religious opponents, as those attributed to versity, composed in part of clergymen, apd by
‘heir order in the foregoing examples: we will not|appropriations made by the legislature to the use of

_dispute ; and there may be some exceptions also|colleges and academies, which, by their own ad.

among other worldly sects of religionists : but it mission, are principally under the control of Pres.
is too paipably true to admit of contradiction, that |byterians ; but they have got a Normal Bchool
at this day, the varicus orders of Presbyterians|established at Albany, under the supervision and
Iead the van, in pressing upon our legisiatures, that|control of the Regents and the State Superinten.
it is their duty to use t‘ne sword, in defence of their dent, to drill these who are to have charge of our
religious fenets. Who are they at this very time|common schools,—thus by .one sweeping stroke of
laboring to persuade the legislatures to incorporate, legislative power, all the educational institutions of
religious drilling under legal provisions and penalour stats, and accordiné to their own declarations,

“#enactments with our common school instructions ?|they have now the instruments of controling the

- And who are loudest and foremost in asking for, |political affairs of our siate, and of dictating to the

K

;c!axgd, years ago, that «“ Two thirds of ali the eol..

‘and receiving from our government chartered |consciences of thousands of dmmorial beings. Al
- privil

lleges and exemptions?  And who are HOW re- (that is now wanting for the consummation of their

ceiving from the funds of cur state and nation|most ambitions desires, is to first have time to pre-
more than three-fourths of ail the money appro-|pare a sufficient number of pupils at the Normal

priated for educationa] purposes, and thereby en-|School, to monopolize all the common schools of
abled to_grasp the contrel of by far the greater

iy

. our state, and then persuade the other states of the
r-ofall the ﬁcollﬁggiate institutions of our|Unjon fo imitate the example of this state. * Let

? Letthe PrésE}??terians themselves ans- [this policy be extended, as powerful
~th‘esie,vinterrbgatories:‘Do_ct. E. 8. Ely de-

[CR

efforts are now
being made to exfend it throughout the U. 8., and

of those conscience dictators ; parents are no Io

ger to choose what books shall be read; all bools
obnoxious to the ‘interests of Sunday Schools, or
the church and state establishment, must be foreed
out of use. Already has the legislature vested &

‘power in the superintendents to remove hooks from
‘our school libraries which they may deem objecs -

tiovable ; but this is not all,—the people are met. .

to be allowed to judge for themselves as to -the -

qualifications of, orto select their own school teach..

ers. Agents, subservient to the wishes of-

Regents, are to decide who shall teach and "Whﬂ’f" :

shall be taught. “ Religion, but not sectarian.

ism,” they say, “must be taught in our schools”=="
such religion as all religious seets are agreed in,— B
But what kind of religion is there in which all
sects.agree? It is idle to talk of all agreeing up.”
on religious subjects. But if all the human fam.

ily were perfectly agreed in their preference for

pure Bible religion, that religion coiﬂd_not;b?-;

taught in schools as a science, for it is purely a
revelation, ‘ ‘
The following article, which we copy from the
New England Puritan, goes to establish the’ cor:
rectaess of our position, that no religion can - be
taught that is not sectarian, and also that the
Presbyterian Puritans desire to avail themselves of

our schools, for the inculcation of their sectarian. .
tenets. The editor of the Paritan, however, is’..

less reserved in avowing the convictions of his

own mind upon the subject, and so far we com\’:a' .
mend his honesty : if others would speak-out as -

plainly what they mean, we think there would be

less danger ot misleading the public mind, .
From the New England Puritan,

“THE SCHOOL QUESTION.”

“The hostile interests of different sects ‘foueh, = .

ing the subject of religious instrdction i~

lic schools, are ominous of sericus disturbapes,.

sooner or later, to ot system of popular éduca-

tion. In the State of New York, the matter has

already assumed'a serious aspect, And we see
not but that the same reasons and motives wil
eventually operate to similar results in all the
other States.  Irndeed, the laws of Massachusetts,
while they expressly require moral and religious
teaching in the common " schools, do in the next
breath virtually exciude it: For they require all
teaching to be excluded which favors any partic-
ular sect, or .which is opposed to the views of any
sect. And as there is almost no religious truth
which some of the sects among us do not oppose,
there can be no religions teaching in. our scheols
without a vislation of this part of the law.  But
as the law contradicts itself touching this matter,
those who do teach and those ' who do not ‘teach
religion; are equally obedient to the law. And
there is, in the smaller towns especially,  whers
seets have not been so much multiplied,  much of
religious teaching yot remaining. ‘
But the question must yet come up for a prac-
tical solution, whether or not religion shall be ex-.
cluded from our schocls.  And itis time that the
true principle of action in sucha case, were better
defined. As religion—and Evawerricar, religion
—the religion of the Puritans—is the pagmw? of
the common schoo! system, it would seem that she
ought to retain her influence in the schools. As
religion is the foundation and prop of all our eivil
institutions ; and as that moral influence, which

ithe entire rising generation must be at the mercy

religious teaching imparts, is essential to ‘give our




“'shall we say !
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"common schools their value in preserving our free
“institutions ; it would seem to be self-evident that,
* for czvin purposes, religion should and must be

ught in our common schools.
hen, on the other hand, the genius of our in- |
itutions protects the interests of all sects; and
men of no religion come in under some sects, and

* claim to have their rights allowed and their chil-

dren protected from religious trath! Now, what
Is the theory of our government
hereat war-with itself? Perhaps not : Still, here

*is - a-difficulty for which it has yet made no pro-

vision. .And how shall this difficulty bemet? It
is useless to think of finding a code of religion
and morals, that can be at all effective, againsi
‘which no seet would object.  Give to each and

.all 'sects the liberty to erase what “they: will from

the system of revealed religion, and then give the
Papists liberty to throw out the whole Bible at

"once,and the remnant would not be worth teach-

ing. .
There seems to be butone way to avoid this dif-

. ficulty ; AND THAT IS, TOSEPARATE TIE SCHOOLS &

TrE StaT, as we have separated the Chuarch and
the State. There would be evils attending this
measure ; but the question is, whether they would
be greater than the evil of wholly divorcing re-
ligion and science. If there is any way in which
the religion of Jesus can have a place in the in-
structions of our common schools, and yet no
sect, christian er infidel, complain of it, very
syell. ~ But if there be nosuch way, is it not bet.
ter for ecach sect to have its own schools, and
teach religion fully and faithfully after its own
pattérn? - Where the State has funds for the sup-
port of schools, they might be- distribuled accor-
ding to some equitable ratio; and the same. tax

_“which is now laid might, if expedient, be con-
“finued, and the sum distributed to different schools

in just proportion. fixed by law. : .
It is not pretended that there would be no loss
in this mode of actien. - There might bea diffi-
cultyin that case for securing so general an edu-
cation of the people, inasmuch as the seligious

__partof the community would beless likely to have

schools 5t their children; and there. might be
some difficulty in carrying cut a satisfactory dis-
tribution of the funds. :

But these’ and other difficulties might be, at
least in part, compensated. In that case there
would be a freer and more unrestrained action in
religicus teaching. - A large part of the communi.
ty would have an_éducation vastly better than
they now have. So far as the religious part of -the
community are concerned, the teaching would do

tate ; and the irreligious part would have hardly
ess of religious teaching than they now have. -

- And further, the influence and efficacy of relig-
yus instruction would then be practically tested.
%e should ‘have religicus and irreligious schools,
.and. we should see the difference in theresulis.—
We should see alsc how well, and how long the

Scroor. MzeTiNg AT ROCKLAND cOUUTY
Courr House ox THE . 8TH ULT.—This was a
very large and respectable meeting of the citizens

lof Rockland county generally, without distinction

of sect or party, religious or political. ~ The com-
mittee appointed for the purpose by a previous
‘meeting, presented a very" able and elaborate re-
port, which, after a .spirited discussion of the
merits of the ‘questions involyed, was adopted by
an overwhelming majority, and ordered to be prin.
ted inthe Goslien Clarion, the District School
Journal, and in all the papers of this state favora-
ble to a reform of the School System of this
state. Copies were also ordered to be sent to their
representative in the Legislature. At the close of
the meeting a Petition and Remonstrance to be
sent to the Legislature, praying for a radical re-
vision of the system and femogstl'ating against its
corruptions, was read, and received a very large
number of signatures.  The resolutions reported
by the committee and adopted by the Convention
were substantially the same as* were adopted by
the great Mass Meeting at Goshen.’

Quzr Positiox in regard to the Schools of our
country.—Scme of our friends, for whose opinion
we have the highest regard, have .expressed a dis-
satisfaction with us for the deep inferest ‘_Wew have
taken ou this subject. Some have regarded our
pasition as involving political considerations of a
party character, illy coniporting with the design
of a religious periodical ; and others have only
suggested that the columns occupied “on that sub-
ject-have failed to inferest them.

We-are truly surry to write or publish that
which is objectionable with thosd with whom we
are in union and fellowshipin ailtspir;it‘ual matters.
But while we solemnly disavow the intention of
making, or suffering-our paper to be made an in-
strumentfor promoting any- political pafty interest
whatever, we have felt solemnly called on to op-
pose and expose the ‘artful devices. of clerical
demagogues; by which they are laboring. to rob us
of our religious liberty ; andfor the satisfaction
of our brethren at a distance, we assure them that
the efforts making to resist the corruption "of our

far more than it now does to uphold the pillars of|school system ate not of a party political nature :

those of every political distinction in this vicinity,
and so far as our knowledge extends, are equally
anxious and zealous for ‘a thorough reform of the
system, and as there are pewerful efforts now be-
ing made, to extend the same corraptions ‘into the
school system of every stats, and as the Signs

reli dr he friends of; . -
enemies of religion would remain the friends offy, o g mogt gencral: circulation through the

education when set off by themselves. Teachers
of religious schools would then give more religious
instruction. . )

Thas some great and practical principles would
have elucidation by the change. Religion might
gain a great advantage by being allowed to stand
by herself, and on her own institutions. God has
.once affectingly illustrated the power of Puritan.
ism, and given it the exclusive honor of being the
foster mother of free and héalthy education. In
suffering, at the present time, this conflict to come
up, throwing asunder the educational efforts of
the different sects, He may be preparing, in anoth-
er form, toillustrate the same great principle.”’—

states of any publication in these parts, it has
been deemed important to apprise our .friends in
sister states of the tendemcy of the proposed
amalgamation of education and religion under the
patronage of government. '

misapprehended our course, will candidly read our
article commenced in our last number and concla-

&c., and then decide whether it is not our duty
to ery aloud and spare not, -

We hope those brethren and freinds who have|

dedin this, upon the subject of «Intolerance,”

{kill Paul, - -

ACKNOWLEPGE‘ME'NT.-.—Wé gratefully acknowl-
edge the kindness of our brethren and friends who
have interested thermselves in promoting the circu-
lation of the Signs of the Times. At the close
of each successive volume, we are called to suffer
the loss, from our subscription list, of many old
subscribers; some by reason of death are re-
moved beyond the boundaries in which a knowl.
edge of the passing events of time is desired, and
many of them, as ‘we confidentially . trust, enter
that haven where not only ¢the “wicked cease
from troubling,” but where they shall see as they

are seen, and know as'they are known ; and where

they, enraptured with the presence of their God,

are permitted to.swell immortal anthems of unin.

terrupted praise to God and the Lamb for ever and
ever. :
sequence of dissatisfaction ; they find that human
frailty is betrayed in'all our efforts for the edifica-
tion of the widely scattered family ‘of our Re-
deemer, and consequently the Signs are not all
that they could wish themtobe.  While there are
others still, who leave from other causes; so that
we should be compelled to abandon the work if -it
were not for the seasonable aid which we receive
from brethren who step kindly forward and extend
to us the helping-hand, by precuring and forward-
ing to us new subscribers, - Weare confident that
many of our brethren, if they were'aware of the
essential service they could render us, by facilita-
ting the circulation of our paper, would cheerfully
exert themselves in the cause, and without much
inconvenience. to themselves, greatly strengthen
our hands, and thereby enable us to supply a much
greater number of “our indigent brethren, who “de-
sire the perusal of the paper, and have not™ the
means to pay:for it.  Our  ministering brethren
and others are regiested to make an effort to pro-
cure new subscribers, and also to write for the edi-
fication of our readeis. '

"« MEN OF ISRAEL, HELP 7

% Most earnestly do we commend the appeal of
the Board of Foreign Missions, contdined in this
week’s paper, to our readers. Brethren, friends of
Christ, friends of Biissions,read it ;. it'is a'stirring,
a momentous subject; one that claims your
prayers, your energies, and your: earnest: and im-
mediate attention. ook *

Men and brethren——pastors and people—a fresh
influence is required- ai you hands, and we pray
that your spirits may be indeed stirred within you,
and that the appeal may be answered by .your

most enlarged, systematic and -continued contri-.

butions into the Lord’s treasury.”—DBap. Record.
 But why call upon the men of Iszael 1 If this
appeal be intended for carnal Israelifes, they ase at
this very moment making the same-appeal to the

gentiles for money to be expended in the salvation .

of the Jews, and Mr. Noah, their High Priest, as-
sures. the people that the ‘milleninium cannot be
ushured in until money is  raised to convert the
Jews. It is therefore unfair to beg from- them.—
If the spiritual Israelites are intended, they are a’

« poor and afflicted people,” and they trustin the

pame of the Lord, so they cannot kelp or furnis
much capital for these religious'speculators to sp
upon. But we opine that this appeal is inall
spects like that madein the same words,
28,) when the old order-of missionaries wanted

Qthers are annually leaving our listin con-
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FOR TEE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“Remember thy word unto thy servant, upon which ‘

thou hsst caused me to hope, this is my comfortin my af-
fliction ; for thy word hath quickened me.” Psa. cxix. 49,50
When fromthe ferrors of the law
- My burdened spirit found release,
. When Jesas first by faith Esaw,
_How eulm, how heavenly was my peace &

New songs of praise within my mouth,
A word on which my soul could rest,
‘Was then my comfort and my stay,
En Jesus I was truly blest. _ }

-But Lord, how soon my joys were gone,.
‘What doubts and darkness reigned within ¥
-Esoon by sad experience found

‘My evil heart was full of sim.

Where was it then my weary soul
Found comfort in her deep distress?
Did worth or worthiness of mine-
Appear to make my sorrows less 7

Ah, no; I castnry eyeswithin

To see what ground o hope wastherey
Naught could I find but goile and sin,
Till almost ready to despair.

Now every otherrefuge failed;
" My soul remembered Christ her Lord;
" .- Arnd plead the hour when first she saw
~Her hope supported from his word.-

. Often through darkness still T 20,

But Jesus is my only pleas

"My comfort in-afliction this,

To know his word hath quickened me:,
I rest with confidence in him

hose promises are ever sure 5

Though heaven and earth may pass away,
The Hope of Israel will endure. =~

JAMES MANSER, Jr.

. NABBERD,

“:On the 26th ult., at Lakeville, Livingston co. N. Y.,
Mr. Perer D. Bamp, of Rush, to Miss Lucy M., daughter
of Erastus West, Eeq.

OBITUART,

 In ourlast, we had only room to announce the death of]|

our eged and highly esteenied brothér, Deacon Elihu Carey,
who fell asleep (as we confidentially believe) in the Redeem.
or, on the night of the third day of January, at his late
residence in Brookfield; aged about 77¥ years.

Brother Carey, (we believe,) was born in this county, and
at an -early age experienced many of the privations and
hardsh ips,corixm‘on in”tﬁese parts during the revolutionary
wars We haye heard "him relate some of the sufferings
which ke, in common,With;_bthers, endured, in those days
“which tried men’s souls® - At one time, when buta boy,
hie father’s family and all the inhabitants of this region of|
country were surprised by the ruthless Indiaxs, and. were !
compelled to fly many milesinto the wilderness, to what is
called the Wyoming, to a place well known to the survi.|
ving veteransof* the révolation as ““The Gld Block House," |
where they . endured: great distress, of which we may be|
kereafter furnished with the materials for giving a more
minute and interesting account. But it was the good pleas-
ure of our heavenly Father to save him from the toma.
hawk and scalping knife of the savage and merciless In-

-diang, and,. what is still more important, to make him, atan
early poriod of his life; savingly acquainted with the grace
-of God that bringeth salvation. ©f the precise time: of
his conversion and uniun with the chiurch of God we are
not piepared 1o speak particularly ; but we know that for
. v"«’a:‘y’many years he wasan orderly, sound, and active mem..
“ber of the Walkill Baptist Church,- of this county, and

4 hngd the office of Deacon in that church until he was call {:

- ed'eway by.death.” For several years past, he has manifes.

{sung a parting hyvmn.

. {present on the oceasion,
Since writing the above, Deacon Silas D. Horton has|

: death of my brother, Deacon Samuer .Buce, who died, or

162 year of hisage. He had been a miember of the Old

J(August;) and was a uniform and faithful defender of Old

ago, on recovering from sevére illness, he expressed a great
disappointmeént, for he had hoped that his Saviour was
about to call him home. B .
At the last two church meetings 'which he attended at
Walkill, he took amost affectionate and affecting farewell
of the charclr. He told us that he scarcely expected ever
to see us again in the flesh—he fioped shortly to be in the
full and unclouded presence of his God. He gave a very
impressive and pathetic exhortation to the young members,
especially the young brethren who had.united with the ch’h
 within the last twoor<hree years, and dwelt with peculiar
interest upon the words of the Apostle, * Little children,
love one another;” and at the close of the meeting he
Loug will that interesting and val-
edictory exercise be remembered by the brethren who were

‘promised togive a more minute biography of the de.
ceased. . )

i M()UNT Preassnr, January 8, 1845.
Dear srovrer Beeze:—F write to inform you of the

rather fell asleep.in Jesus on the 6th January, 1845, in. the
School Baptist €hurch called Waterlick, 41 years last
1803, and joined the church at the next monthly meeting,

School doeirine. He died (after a long andsevere afilic.
tion, oceasioned by disease of the siemach,) fallin the faith
of God’s elect, and left the church at Waterlick to lament
the loss of a useful-member, and an ‘exemplary christian.
Ourloss is hisgain.™

Lam, my dear brother, as in times p

ast, 86 now, your
unworthy brotherin Christ, : ‘

- - THOMAS BUCK, Jz.
b e T,

DIED,

In Chester co., Pa.,,on the 14th of September last,
RozerT, son of brother Joseph Hughes, aged 10 years; 11
months, and 8 days. - L :

* So soon our transcient comforts fly,
And pleasures only bloom to die.”
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- Pennsyuvania.—Elders Hezekiah' West, Zopher " D. :
Pasco,  Eli Gitchell, Henry Rowland; Arnold Bolch,
and brethren . Wilmot Vail, = Nathan  “Greenland, ..
William Stroud, J. Hughes, J. W. Pance, John €arson; A ’
‘drew Lynn, Wim. H. Crawford, [corner Willow and Seveml'
streets, Philadelphia,] Barnard VanHorn, James Wellm,
George Hearsack.
Deraware.—Elders Thomas Barten,
Samuel Meredith, and Jeseph Smart. a RO
Maryrsnp.—James Lowndes, Boltimore, Lewis X, Kiip
stine, Wrm. Selman, James Jenkins, Herod Choate. .
Districror CoLumera~-A. McIntosh, Washingtoncity.
Virciyia—Elders  Samuel Trott, William  Marvin,
‘Thomas Buck, Daniel T. Crawford, William' C. Lauek,
Wm. W. Covington, J. Keller, T. F. Webb,R. €, Leack
iman, 8. Cauldwell, J. Clark, J.” Duval; and  brethrem. .
€. Gullatt, Esq., ' Wm. Costin, Cyrus Goode, A Ri
Barbee, John Triplett, M. P, Lee, Wm. Trenton,, :
Shackleford, Isaac Hershberger, Stearling Hillsman;,
Curry, C. Hallsclaw, Joseph Furr, Solomon Bunto
Forsee; John Martin. o : :
" Norta Carorina—L.B. Bennett. . o
Sourn CaroLina.—Theron Earle, B, Lawrence, Esg
Geore1a.~—Elders James Henderson, Joseph-J. Battle .
Wm. Abbott, J. Daniell, C. A. Parker, J. W. Turney,
T. Guice ; and brethren A. Preston, J. -Holnier, 'Geéorge
Leeves, Jethro Oates, D, M. Hall. - LT e
Axrasams.—Elers B. +Lloyd; and brethren - Bakee
Reberts,” Wm. . 3¥elion, Robert Newson, 4. Busks
Tey, Jesse Lee, A. West. : B
- Mississizpr.—J Bareett, A. Bastland, J. Les, T.
Taxnesser.—Eiders John M. Watson, M. 5.
Hoge ; and brethren William . Braton, Esq., &. Gas DLOT,
Wm. Anthony, 3. L. Palmer, J. Harper,” A, Moote, B

Lermuel Hgﬁji

Kenruory.—Elders Thomas P. Dudley, Samuel Joi
Joseph Cullen, Jordan H. Walker, Wm. Gosney, John: Des:
tis, Peyton 8. Nance; and brethren A." VanMefer,
John Gonterman, James M. Clarkson, Esq., John Larew~
James ‘Gains, Esq., Sanford Connelly, Henry €. €atletd
James Martin, :Charles . Mills, K. Williaras, L. Jacob
John Knight, J. M. Teagne, Wm. Hosmore,; F, W, Tho:
ton, H. Kieet, Esq., Wm. Manning, J. Puval, M. Lassin
John M. Theobles, Fames M. Parker, Hugh Conr, 7"
Missouri~—Elders A. Patison, Henry Louthan, Mo
Brown, William Davis, Thomas P. Stephens, R. Owings;
David Lenox, ThomasJ. Wright, George Clay; and brethres
C.Gregory, Joseph Thorp, Wm. Thorp, John Rothwel
R. R. Reynolds; Stafford Mec Gee, G. W. . Zimmerman,

Irvmvois—Elders Thomas H. Owen, Eljah’- B
and -brethren - Jonathan Davis, Col. L. Wil X
Esq., Nicholas Wren, James Ticknor, James J. Bennets,
E Brisco, Maj J. Strickler, M. Soveredge, T. Threlkeld,
Inprana.—Biders Wilson Thompson, David Shirk, Johm.

M., W. Bellers, B. Parks, J. Jones; and& breth:

George  Anderson, Asaph Webster, Esq., Peter Ca
Mellett, J. Romine, James Fisher, Wesley Spitler. .
‘Quio.—Elders Lewis Seitz, Eli Ashbrook, Daniet Rob:
ezson, George Ambrose, Samuel Hendershot, Christiag
Kevfman, B: Green, 8. Willlams ; and brethren.J. Tapssott, .
Zepheniah Hart, Richard A. Marton, John Taylor Josoph:
Humphrey, Wm. Kirkpatrick, B. D. Dubois, Isaac Sperry;
J. Taylor, Jacob HershB&ger I. T\ Saunders, Eflis Miller,
Esq., Benjamin Truex, E4g:,, Samuel Drake. : :
Micuican —EId. James P. Howell, ~Archibald Y.
Murray, James 8. Dean, Amos Holmes, Iisq.

2

Samuel Pearson, Grenville, Dark o, O,

Iowa Turkirorv.—Eld, Joseph H. Flint, W. M. Florrow,
4, L. Holgate; : S
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FOR TIE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Lamerzceburg, Ky., Jan. 14, 1845.
- DrAR BrOTHER BREBE :—As your agents can
no longer send you remittances under the signa-

,tures of pest-masters, as they say it is against the
“law,* and as we are commanded to be in subjection
-to-the powers that be, and having a few dollars
f'rdmsdme of the brethren (your subscribers) -onj
and, the postage will be no higher to you, accom.
*p:m:ed with a few lines on the envelope, - than
without it, I have thouuht fit to- scribble a little,
“not.at the expense of other more profitable matter
;fi‘qm_Aqiher'brethren, who have and who‘do stil}
_write for the edification and»comfort of the chil-
¢ God, but for s@m own pri ‘:ée inspection
: And the
: = : Y 2%?.-\ workd toaiiie)
-?a*’e’cerménky,gom and evil; and ali the human
- family v under the influence of the
.one or theother. From whence these two great
. opposites have emanated, is a'subject that many
. of our Old School brethren have undertaken to
~define; and so far as God has revealed that mat:
- tery so far, so good ; so far and no farther.

eerin un

Tre

believe there exists no cause of controversy. All
.- agree that God isself-existent. But does it fol-
Jow that because evil is the opposite, that that is so
“‘also, and that the devil its author is self-existent !
: -If;_'it is so, does the revelatio

- firmative be so good as to point to the chapter and
_ verse of revelation that so revealsit? % To the
. law and to the testimony.” If] as is declared by

. ‘any, the devil has begot all the non-elect, and}. .

-Eve is the mother of them all, how is it, as every
. like begets its'like, and the devil is a spirit of in-

iquity, that his children are flesh and blood like |

" old"Adam, and all the rest of his sons whom he
* has ‘begotten?
“ multiply her conception, -

‘or the devil? Surely!

. 'God said it ; He:promised it—and it was so, andj

_ever has been so with all her daughters.. Andall
the sons thus born have the family hkeness, they

: Sec editorial on'page 30. -

are known far and néar.
they are alike in nature and disposition. .

the same, and by the same ‘;udge to cond'emnation
and not assome of our brethren contend, that the
non-elect, (the devil’s seed,) are not under law to
God.. If so, will they inform me how a just Go’
could condemn any of them? And did ot God
condemn Cain, for the mulder of Abel, anddid

{he not say that Abel was Cain’s brother 1

- And again: I am informed that many of those

same (precious otherwise).brethren are preaching

that there “is no resurrection of the xion-elect, or
devil’s seed.  Tf so, I suppose the great: Apostle
to the gentiles was mistaken. . What a pity. that
brethren so eminently gifted ag many, of them are,
should spend so much tune in endeavoring te sus-
tain a poesition that the law of God will not sus.
tain. The sheep and lambs ¢t ot iive “on such
food as this: and the Apostlé Peter was comman.
ded by the King of Zion to.feed them with the
Bread of the gospel, (Christ,), the bread of ixfe s
bat if he had fed them as many now do, would 1
not rather’ be glvma thema bcorplon instead of
bread?. . - '

“The Lord Jesus Chrlst is- most cerhmly the
Substance of the gospel and that preactier who

*tpreaches the most about Ium, or preaches the most
" Jesus, pxeaghesJ (hmk the- most gospel of the
fkmg(‘om of God.

And Ha brethren could estab-

) n°of God so declare|
- it? and if it does, will brethren holding the af.|

Did God gy he would greatly’

lish their theory by a Thus szuth the Lord, what

than they now are? Would they not be just as
dependent on God for heaven and eternal happi-
ness as they now ‘are? -Surély they would, and

~"|they know it, and Ido not think they want to feel
Then|
{less so.

so far as the origin.of good is brought to view, Iy

“As to the devil, lhey know and beheve
thereisa derlI because ‘God has said so; and

‘{they feel him in their flesh—it makes them groan.
‘¥But as God has not told them that he formed him-

se}f and is self-existent, they are hard to helieve it.
* Yours in tribulation, in the kingdom of Jesus;
JORDAN H. WALKER..

;"on THE SIGNS OF THE TIMIS.
Alezander, N. Y., Jan. 14, 1845.
Something Good.

Advocate. »

“LCouniy Su} emntendenfs.”
“ Batapia, Genesee co., N. Y., Nov. 19, 44.
- The Board of Supervisors of this County, at
its late meeting, passed- a resolution - unanimously|;
in favor of abolishing “this. office. The subject.

| has been discussed at every meeting of the board}

:{since thie passage of thelaw, but from a desire to

Ir they differ in color.
And ali}
under the same law of God and, condemmed by

‘epinion. f

would the saints of God be proﬁted by it more|

The following is taken from the Republican|

give the syste'm‘a"fdir'*'eSt the board -has suspen-
ded the passage of any resolation’ on the subject
until the present. The system has been tried for
three years, and the unanimous vote ofy the board

tinfavorof its abohtion isasufficienntevidencé’o _lts '

anpopularity with the people of this county, We
do not intend by these remarks to to- attribute’ any
want of capacity or faithfulness to our superin.
tendent ; as far as we know, he has done what he
could to elevate the character common
schools, but we have been unable to discover any
essential improvement—there is the same want of .

of our

portance, and; the same indiffrence to conveni

and comfort in our school housss, while the g

est of all nuisances, the great diversity of

on the $ame branches in our schools, rendering all
efforts at system and classification by the teachers, -
abortive, isin” no way abated. = The latter we

hoped would have been remedicd in some degree at

least ; but fmm a blind partizan feeling “among
the friends of diffcrent authors, or from -some
other cause, we - ale Just whele we were three _
years ago, - : : :

A changein ‘the old system, it’s true, was calied
for, but the neweme was viewed with dnatrust, atid
disfavor. , 'The three years of fair trial whu.h H:
has received, have confirmed. the people in ‘the
: the time of its erection, that it .
is not only’ fess tax upoﬂ the " public, bat" .
waste of $500 annually, which might be used for
o better purpose than feeing a man- for strolling
about the county like a ¢ wandering minstrel.* ‘
We believe that the resolution of- the board ex-
presses the views of at lcast nmeteen twentleths
of the people of this county.’

Brother Beebe, since I have been in this place; I
have found that the use of .the Signs among the
tfew readers has been’ favorab!e to the proposed re.
form in the school sys’tem ; its defects.are becom.
ing more and more manifest in the view of many

{whose eyes have hitherto been closed to the sub.

ject. -And itappears that the editor of the Re-

| publican Advocate has ventur ed to express an ldea
Jon'the sub‘}ect. =

Yours,
B WEST.
N. B. I'understand that there is a request of
many tohave a lepubhcanon of that piece in the

{Signs entitled* My Father’s Will,”

Also, a piece of prose from Johniil. 14, versi.

{fied by somebody, and entitled Christ exalted,—

‘The poem re-published June 1, 1844,
18 now requested to be ra.»pub lished,for

of such as did not {ake the Swns when pub ished -
before.’

- The prost

_ Yours to'serve in the Lord;” *

interest in the community mle"ard to their - u'n.; o
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Richmond, 'Me., Jan. 19, 1845.

- After this aﬂ'alr 1 entered into a séeneof” trouble

EsTeEMED BrROTHER 1IN THE Lorp :ieIn: the|of wmind, whub I-did ‘not once apprekiend fo be so
“order of divine Providence; [ arrived-at the place !onﬂ or severe, during the agitation of® which I

of my residence from New York some four weeks
sifice, and found my father and his faimily enjoying
As the merei-
ful hand of God has graciously preserved me thus
far from many dangerous snares and temptations

a comfortable degree of health.

to which the yeurg and rising generation is ex-
posed, I would render to him a tribute of praiseand

thanksgiving, who is wortny of Momhon by ai
- creftted thm%.

F%uid indulge a few moments in writing to you,
as’T feei some impressions to that éffect, whicl
m readmv in the last’ number

“3h of Elder David Mead.
fresh to my T :
few years since, arising from the death of a very

worthy gospel minister of my acquaintance, whose
demxse was attended withinciden(s similar to those

.o __;E‘ue. Mead.

his marvelous and astonishing light,.and I provi-|B

dentially heard a minister preach (whom Iin this

.communication wiil designate by the dnitials W,
€.) who proclaimed the.dectrine of free, sover
eign, distinguishing grace, eleatly and with de.
‘cision, and under whose ministry I sat for a num.
ber of Lord’s days, and by whom I was baptized,
and joined a professedly Baptist church in Rich.
-mond. ' As I then had spiritual cyes to sce, and
-spiritual ears to hear, and a spiritual heart to un.
derstand, the truth that fell from his &i ips was food
to.my soul, and by it I did grow “and thrive, and Hy
felt to praise God for such a
. Iesus Christ.

. Something more than two ycars after I bad
~'heard W. C. preach, I understood that he was
sick, and véxy fow in his mind.. T ac cordingly
wisited him, found him very much indisposed, and
laboring under a bodily infirmity, which, added to
& melancholy depression of spirits, arising from
.serious doubts in regacrd-to his own state before

‘God, caused a p"xrha‘ df%anc ement at titmes, which|

&

He could not avoid. He cxpressed a firm belief
in the truth he had vindicated, but as to being in-
terested therein was the query in his mind.
tried to comfort hiavin the best manrer possible,

but it was of no avail; he said’ that not a doubt

had; passed his mind for twenty years as to his|eth an oath. Thisisan evil among all things that
“hope, until very recently,—and he was sure that

she would never be any better as to his body or

aind in this world.

put anend to his .earthly existance by drowning

s ]
which added to ihe severe trials of mind which I

‘had, and was then laboring under in regard to ti

regard lo preaching. His death, according to hu:

man appeardnce, was premature,—and I could

not readily account for such an iszscratable mys
tery of divine Provxdencw

avmv some leisare time this m*xle.,l thought

of the
n account of the circumstances attend.
’ It brought
collection some of my experience a

At was in the spring of 1838 that I trust God
~was pleased to call my soul out of darkness into

way.of salvation thro

I

was shaken over the mouth of helt; I saw that it
was an exceeding bitter thing to sin against a
holy God, and death was to me far préferable to
life; the language of Job and the lamentations

tossed and afiicted soul.

il his own surcideal 1houtrhts, so it nuoht be the same
with me.

But as God would have if, while I was strug:
ghing under a vast ‘accumulation of trouble in
mind, and the night ‘of scrrow had ‘become far
speat, suddenly the day broke, and light shone i
to my soul, and the blessed Jesus smiled once
mare upon e,—ithe rod in the covenant- was re-
moved, and the electing love of God was again
wanifested {o my distracted soul, O, blessed be
his name for evermore! I had strength given e
to express to the aforesaid cmxrch in conference,
my sentiments and experierice, and design of
feaving them, which 1 carried into execution, and
immeduately altgr joined the Old School church in
Bowdoinham. Soon after my impressions as to
preaching revived ; and one day as I was tlxmkmg
about W. C. this passage of scripture came to my
mind,— The spirit of Eijah doth rest on Elisha,”
and I felt the witness of itin my own experience,
a communication of the same Spirit that stimula-
ted W. C. inthe gospel ministry did rest upon
me, and that his'soul had flown to the paradisé of
rest, while his body lay mouldering inthe ‘dust.—
Though this dispensatson of Providence in the
death of W. C. was to me inexplicable at first,
yet I bave been b’roug‘hta-to see the hand of God in

)

peared to be. It has helped to teach me the frail-
ty of ‘the best of men, as the wise man says, * For
that which befallcth the sons of men Lefalleth
beasts; even ome thing- befalleth them: as the
one dicth so dieth the other; yea, they have all one i
breath, 50 thai a man hath no pre-eminence above
a beast: for allis vanity. All £o to one place
all ave of the dust, and all turn to dust again.”-—
Again the wise man says, “ All things come
alike to all: thele I1s one event to the righteous
and to the wicked ; ; to the good, and to the clean,
and to the unclean’; to him. that sacrificeth, and
tohim that sacrificeth not.: as is the good, so is
the sinner: and he that sweareth, as he that fear-

are done under the sun, that'there'is one event un:
to all :—and after that they go to'the dead.” But

“In about a month or six|though the animal or mortal part of man must re.
weeks after my visiting him, I heard that he had

turn to dust, yet the soul, the immortal part, will
exist—which le®ds me to a consideration of the
fact, that in regeneration there is implanted in the

1c|soul a principle of divine life, Christ formed there
church of whichI was then a member, and also in

the hope of etermal glory, and .the- fruit of the
gentleness, . voodaess, falth meekness, temper-

ance;” take up their abode in the soul, and exer-
cise the creature to good works, while the animal

of Jeromiah were a suppoit to my poor, tempest-“
The thought of death
followed e, for as W. C. was insane, and left to,

it, however:Contfary'to'my éalculation -it then ap:’

Spirit, which is ¢ love, 3 goy, peace, long-suffering,.

or ﬂeshly part continues unchanced unsub k
andis watribg against that. Which is ‘good, and
constitutes what the Apostle Paul calls “the'b
of this death ;” and occasions that spiritual wh
fare that is carried on in the heart of every b
liever between the flesh and Spirit, grace and sin;
the spirit of darknéss and the spirit’ of holiness.
“ And if Christ be in you, the body is ‘dead by
reason of sin; the Spirit is life because of n«rnte-'
ousness,” &c.” And we know that when the ou' -
| ward man perisheth, the inward man'is renewi
day by day,and ¢ that if* our earthly house ' f'this
tabernacle were dissolyed, we hiave a “building of
God, an heusenot ma le with hands, ctemal in the
? and “ whilst. we are at homie “in 1hek
body we are absent from he Lord ; for we walk
by faith, not by sight.” [ he,refare while the " old
body is wasting away under its mﬁlmitles, the
soul is ripening for immortal glory, and when she

heavens 3

flight heme to God. , L

Itis a soul-cheering consideration that there is
to'be a resurrection of the just, as well as- of the
unjusi; that which was sown a corrupﬁbl‘é Hbdy
will be raised an “incorruptible body, and be ré.
united with the soul, and be forever: w1th the"
Lord ) :

As my sheet is not yet’ full and having wntten
all that was upon’ my mind in regard to- the fore.
going subject, I will give an outlise of suc ‘Lnospel'
1deas as may arise before wy mind as I write, :

- As God has made an everlasting covenant wi
Jestis Chmt, “as one chosen out of the people
that is * ordered in all things and sure,” and that -
is.established on better promises-
nant was, so verily tie heirs of
fitmed in the immumbii'w of hiscounsel, a8 soon
s thiey have 2 discovery ot the” foandafion that is
laid in Zion for the hope ef the guilty, which js
permanent, and on which thsy test their hope of '
eternal salvation, ‘And every otie that'is in the
ccovenant of grace, or was chosen in Christ” Jesus

(who is the Head of this covenant) before finie be-
gan, will sooner or later be brought by acmal ex.
perience {0 eat of that- provxalon which-is~ there

than the oid cove-
promise are ¢on-

‘men or devils.
abroad (as in the case of Ahab) deceiving with a
profession of religion, .a -supposed ability and
nghteousness of ‘the creature, and an effort ‘te
evangehze“‘ world.on the arminian system Yof
works, yet it 'will tarn. out:in’ abomon, and will
be removed as of things that are made, while the
true church of Christ will remain, because sheis
founded upon Him, the Eternal Rock of ages, &
cannot be shaken, for the oath and pro:riisesfof
Jehovah will forever stand.

" “And bow contrary to

modern divinity is the doctrine of free, sovereigh,
anchangeable, and electmg love, which abases the
creature, and exalts the Creator, and is- perfectly
consistent with the character of a holy Geod, “who
worketh all thinss ‘after " the counsel of his’ own
—=*he enlargeth the nations and’ stralteneth
ther again—he raiseth up one and pul]eth down

will,”-

is loosed from her clay “tenement, she wings her -

provided for them, and the power of God wdl ac’;,’j(’
'tually accomplish it in spite of the oppos1tlon of
Though there is a’lying spirit
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another ;7 and who is “ Hsad over all things to
the church, which is hisboly, the fulness of him
that filleth all in all.” ~ Man by study cannot find
t God, neither can the spirit of man apprehend
ny thing more then what human reason teaches,
or'the mystery of Godean only be revealed by
+ God to whomsoever it pleaseth him' to make it
known, for « It is not by might, nor by power, but]
by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” It is a source of
comfort and consolation to the people of God that
“his word wx!l forever abide, and it is on this im-
moveable Rock that I feel to rest my only hope of
etemal blessednoess.

- I was once asked by a man, * What provision
there ‘was for the reprobate 1’ [ referred him to
the ninth:chapt_er of Romans, and he went away
‘apparently satisfied. 'Thére are many. poor souls
‘who have a relish for the truth, yet often question
as to an interest therein; we might say that the

largest portion of God’s people are so troubled :
the words of Christ are appropriate—¢ Fear not
little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
As it regards my own
personal experience, I feel to say with Rath, Thy

- give you the kingdom.”

people shall be my people, and thy God my God;

end if. I am ever saved, it must be alone by sov-

erewn grace.

May God keep us humble at his feet, and guard

--ug from' the many snares to. which we are exposed,

for his own name’s sake, is the prayer of your

:brother in Christ,
JOSEPH L. PURINGTON.

Alexander, Genesee co., N. Y.,
Jan. 16, 1845

Bno’rmm BeeBe :—As I have been favored

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

b~ ~with ‘@ perusal of the Address of the National

Lord’s Day  Convention, in which they say
- they solicit the. attention of their fellow citi.

zens to the subject of a more general observance
. of the Christian Sabbath, 1 submit the foilowing

remarks.

To.us it appears admirable to see the daubing

with which ‘these craftsmen have plied their un.

. tempered mortar, inattempting to build up their

waﬂ ‘which it needs no telescope to discover, in
nttendmg to their request. Notice, The Sabbath;
“ which they desu-e to fix the attention of their fel.
low cmzens upon, is the Christian Sabbath : whxch
they tell us “is alaw of God coeval with ‘crea-
tion.” “1Itis one of the selected few—the Ten
Commandments—that brief but comprehensive ex.
pression of his will. Among theseit stands, and
wemay not say that it is secondaryin importance
or obligation to any. For aught that we know, it
may be the very key-stone of the arch.” Taking
into consideration the dignity of character sus.
tained among their fellow citizens by the persons

-composing this convention—the sublimity of the

subject they profess to consult means to promote,
. the sacred officc they profess to occupy—the coti-
ficence reposed in them by mualtitudes. as the most
devotional, and spiritually minded, and properly
authorized teachers of the way of life eternal—

{Sabbath, . as being -the christian Sabbath.

and their apparent zeal for the honor of God, and
the welfare of their fellow men,—we are constrain-
ed to acknowledge them as second in rank to none

of their. fellows, and feel -perhaps- somewhat as
David did, when he said in his haste, All'men are
liars!  For if men of the first rank—of the high-
est gmde—the most zealous mitisters—such as
the public have the most confidence in as instruc.
torsin sacred .things, will tell that which they
themselves know is not true, while they know that
every attentive reader of the Old Testament must
also know it is not—cannet be trite, what must we,
what ean we think of such as.are led by themn, te
uphold, and support them ? ‘

It ceases to be a wonder that so many professors

of religion should eccasionally jest, and say that
they believe sentisnents which they actually abhor,

and fellowship as christians, and wish to commune
at the Lord’s Table with such as believe a doc-

trine which they say came from hell, and will go
there again. To show the thing plain—see the|«
zeal they manifest for what they eall “the chris-

tian Sabbath.” " 'Then, behold! for direction and
proof they send us to Exodus xx. 8—11, where
indeed the Jews were commanded to keep a sab-
bath; but we challenge any one of the dignita.
ries of the convention, (BIG liars as they are,) to
say that he wishes to pay any more respect to the
Jewish Sabbath, than to any: other. day ‘in the
week. '
even among the most fastidious of them, that they
regard Saturday, the day that was the Jewish
No;
it is entirely another day. - Nor with their great
fears respecting the desecration of what they «call|;
a sabbath, do they “at all pretend to .observe the
day according to the directions given to the Jeivs.

They were to kindle no fire thronghout their habi.
tations upon their Sabbath. Exodus xxxv. 8.—
The seventh day (not the: first,) was the day of
their Sabbath. = The first day, (not the seventh,)
is called the christian Sabbath. On the seventh|;
day the Jews were not to do any work. Deut. v.

12—14—% Siz days shalt thow labor and do. ali
thy work ; but the seventh day isthe Sabbath of
the Lord thy God, in it thou shalt not do aAxy work;
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughier, nor thy mam.
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thine oz, nor
thine ass, nor any of  thy catile, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates.” ~ Exodus xxxi. 15—
“ THE SEVENTH IS THE SABBATH OF REST, HOLY
T0 THE LORD : WHOSOEVER doeth any work on the
Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.”  Yes,
for only gathering sticks—for kindling a fire, they
must die. Num. xv. 32—35.. . Do the magnan-
imous National Lord’s Day Convention themselves
believe in such a sabbath ? Their naming another
day—calling it christian instead. of the Sabbath
of the Lord our God—their zeal for the observance
of certain exercises—their manners of life—con-
duct toward their servants; together with causing
their beasts to labor, all as with a voice of thun-
der answer, No!!! They neither pretend to ob-

serve the seventh day; the one commanded of

God to the Jews, nor do they believe in the oh-

He knows that it is not. pretended that.

servance of the first, according - to the rule glven

 for the-seventh day sabbath..

These things we chailenge: them to deny. " In
the Sabbath given by divine command: to. the
Jews, they were réminded of the wark of crea~
tion, and referred to the Lord’s resting.

The Convention we suppose profess to
keep theirs in commemoration of the resur.
rection” of :Christ.  Their directing us in-

the manzer they have dene to Exodus xx. 8—1F,
as proof of their ehristian Sabbath shows dishoms
-esty, perversien of the scriptures, and handling
them deccitfully, without a blush. The disgoi”
nance of the time, the difference in the m'mriei"é“f
observance, are as wide as darkness from light—
bondage fromliberty—curses from b’essmrvs, and.
death from life.. To call such -learned dlgmtanes
and zealous instructors as composed " ‘National
Lord’s Day Conventien, ignorant fandﬁcc would
illy comport with their collegiate and theological
opportunities, . But if not ignorant fanatics, there
is no other alternative, they must have been g gmlty‘
of duplicity——of intending to deceive, when pres.
sentingtous in the manner they h'ue, the com.
mand for the Sabbath given to the Jews, in order.
to prove that the first, {not the seventh) day of' the. ~
week was the christian Sabbath.

Many other things in the address might Le no-.
ticed, which, with the feeble powers we possess, we
cannot think that they themselves believe, unless.
they are gnen up of God to hardness of heart, or.
unbelief, " But for the want of time we must
close, with only noticing ove more. While pro-
fessing to show the difference between Americans

and other nations, they say,—Their restraints;
frem violence, are the bayonet, and external force,
Ouars are the love of order, the sense of justice, ths -
power of ‘conscience, and the fear of God. - Suck
are our restraints; if they fail us, all is lost.”
The multitude of murders—the calling into acfion
mxhhry force to subdue nota——stuﬁ'mw pemtcnua-
ries with. convicts—the abundance - of time and

‘money-spent in criminal and  civil prosecutions,

prove the lie upon the zealous Couvent:on beyond
all successful contradiction: = - .

L'am, (though unworthy,) your brother and

companion in tribulation, and in the kmﬂdom and

patience of Jesus Christ,
H. WEST-;

FOR THE SIGNS O.F THE: Til’rES»'

Fayetie co., Ten., Jan. 7, 1845;
Brorakr Beese :—Having to make a ‘small

remittanee to you, I will accompany the same by

a few remarks on the portion of seripture found in
the 14th chapter of the gospel record by Johy,
from the first to the end of the fifth verse ; and
after you or any of my brethren tead: it; and can.
not agree with my exposition, [ hope they wﬂl
deal charitably with me in any strictures they may
feel disposed to make. I have now norecollection
of evey hearmg the subject treated; and- yet it i

left on record, and is deeagned to ‘be proﬁtable to
the man of God, e
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« Lot not your hearts be troubled ; ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are

many mansions ; if i were not so I would have)
told you. Igoio prfpare a place for you, and if}

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you unlo myself, tlmt where I am, there
ye may be also.” :

1 am aware that many are of the belief that
this-house and “these ‘mamnsions have their comple-

tion after time, and lehlte to the-church in the

triumphant state ; but Tam of a diffierent opinion,|
and must believe that it was intended to -teach

the church that though be would shortly be exe-
euted, and consequently would personally: be no
more with them, he lets them know his. kingdom
would be set up inthe world, and %aat his  mem-
bers inclusive were to be manifested and brought’

forth, for which purpose the Comforter was to be
“This -is ‘called God’s hus-

senl’inte the world.,

bandry or building., The Apostle Peter, wriling,

to the churchscaitered over the differest parts of}
The king.!

the world, calls. her a spiritual house.
" dom whea set up is called New Jerusalem, Mount
“Zion, the Cily of the living God; and here is the
houss that wist ium h'xth builded, which hath seven
pillars, and the ch Scn and D;uwhtu having
ern united in wedloek; in the river of Jorden, by

neppointed and sent by high heaven, the
ush nd now calls and qualifics men whom hej,
depominates Aposties, to write out his laws and

give them (o the houssheld for” their observance.

Therefors, the Apostie Jobn calls this lady an

slec kiady ; also, he writes to l‘.érc‘ni!dren toc or

brother Becbe, you and I would have been left

out, together with all that have been born of the,

same paventige. (I am very fearful at times of

- pot being a chiid.) Then in this house for this
tan sy thbfu (un many mansions for the

modation of the houschold,

accom-
which his Apostles
were;p!e'ased to denominate churches. ‘Fhen a
mansion is a place of entertainment for travellers,
and we'are toid %hat Ahe children of God are
Agnin,—We

' ‘uang‘ rs and’ pxi svims in the earth.

re told they shall be saved, and go in and ont and

‘ﬁnd pasture ; and in,

all.these mansions the King
decrees in rightecusness,
Jjudgment ;

and the princes rule in
where good ordar is kept, but some.

times indolent housekespers neglect the use of thel;

broom, \mm the ‘house becomes very “dirty, and
now the }.mzad\f,r*pus belrm to inquire for the
brootn, euch 1§ asked for i, “bat know nothing of
it. Ah, savs Beisy, T have not been at home
sicorlast November 1 well, says Rebecea, I think
‘_saw it behind the -some-tlime ago.  Well,
g0 and get iand Jet us bave the house swept orce
‘tor it has become very filthy and dirty.
And the sweeping begins, the dust rises,- and the
inmites are well nigh stifled.

door

EGOTe,

I must close my

remarks shortly with the admonition to the severai
“housekeepers that these poor; unworthy lines may
~find acecess to, to keep good order, and -a clean
house, and travellers will love to put up with you :
and i con hmon H‘e I&lr‘ﬂr h'lS plomzsed to re-

hanpiness, 1n perfection; without-botinds or endi—

nd heard things unlawful to be uttered..

it in the Signs when you find reom ; hat if not,
‘x<,r the trath’s sake don’t doiit, for ‘there.is' plenty
of error now abroady’ e

I want. you to be so kind as to give ycmr views
ut full Jengih,em the new heavens and new earth,
spoken of by Peterin ‘his- 24 Epistle and last
subject.  Alse, brother Beebe, T wish you to cor-
rect a mistake that T'made in ‘my  fast communi.
cation, where I.said there were only three ordain-
-ed winisters and ofie licentiate, [ should have
said six ordained ministers {(now seven,)}and six li-
centiates.  Thebalance of. the eommunication is
correct.

Yours.in tnbulatlon,

PETER’ CULP

FOR THE SiGNS.OF 'IHE TIMES. N

Hoplins co.y Ky., Jan. 5, 1845.

mencement of another, {orwhich sl desire to be
thankful. - I have for some time been- thinking of
addressing you a few lines on the subject “of re.
igion, but feeling fny - great inability 1o -write on

s0 momentuousa subject, and wy. entire unwor-

Ithinessto take the sacred name of Jesus in my sin

defiled lips, 1 have waited:till now ; but I cansay

'with the prophet Nahum. (i, 7)) ‘Fhe Lord is

good, and & Strong Holdin. the ddV of ‘trouble ;
and he knoweth them that trast in him.”

We sce the goodoess. of God ‘manifested tow-
ards the sons dnd daughters of a fallen race—not
only 12 a teraporal, but.also i a spiritual point of
view : it needs but few .words to prove his good-
ness in .matural or temporal things s’
stances we will notice,

a few in-
particularly “hés. good-
ness in delivering the children of Tsraél- from the
tyranny . and oppression of Egyptian bendage.—
Without noticing every incident rélative to their
deliverance, .we-will.view. ‘them on - the banks. of
he RedSeu, the sea before. them; ‘the mountains

on either side, and Pharoah ‘and his amighty. host,

behind thems they saw po:way. for their: escapé,
but thought death was their -inevitable: portion,—

4 But - he who holds the destiny of nations in- his

own hands had otherwise:dectreed.  :In: the ut-
‘most of their extremity,. Moscs:toldsthem to-“stand

still and see the salvation of the Ford.?

‘They

—| were enabled to walk through the sea dry - shed,

while the Egyptians pursuing. were ~drowned.—
Also the deliverance of:Dagiel- fromr.the  Lion’s
den, and the three Hebrew.¢hildren ftom the fery

v} furnace, and many other ‘instances-which: I could

notice. , Notwithstanding his goodness.in a _.teni-

| poral sense.is great, we. are lostin: wonder, love,
and praise, when we contemplate: hls .goodness in

jthe economy of grace, and. the. plan. of: redemp-
txon. Jobn, whlle on theisle, ot Patmos, viewed

Paul said, there; wasa man canght up there “once|

Now, brother Beebe, if you do think-the fore--’
'romg isin accordance thh truth, you can insert

chapter, together:with:all parallel passages om the

Brorrer Brrse :—Through the goodness ol

|an indulgent Providence, I have been spared thro’
¥{the past year, and pérmitted to see” the com.

flrevealed in the scriptures of: (.-lvmc‘hu(h,

ull the thunders of 'the Sinai law, b
the gospel, can make.hin see his:
‘canditiop until he is qni¢kened by -th
it por

shttrat willeth, nor of blm that runneth,

'the plan of- l'edemption under the similitude ofa

in"heaVen bor on earth to take the book, to loma
the seals, and to look therwn, in consequenee.g
which Jobn wept, but the andel told him to we
not, for behold ! the Lion of the tribe of Juda
has plCV‘lllcd to take the book and . loose. the
seals, and Jook thereon. 1 undexstand the : onn
of Judah to meanthe Loxd Jesus Chmbt, the (zqd

4 Man, Mediator,
_ Lwould be, "‘ldd topumue the suh'ec and'give my’

views on thesc tmportant points ; but I- mus
1 intended to have

have often bech coniforted in reading the ekperr
iences of. bxethren' n the Signs of the I‘Lmes,
“In
conclusion, I will say, go -on iti'the strength of
the Lord ; m'ly he keep }ou i thekhollow of his
hand, is.the prayer of

which I have taken meat mtele £ m readlnv

Yours with much ewtcem,

- AMOS P. ‘LACY

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TI‘\IEQ

) Vzcksburg, R, Jan. 4, 184:)»
?DI‘AR BROTHER BEEBE i— ‘Through . the- kin

v

*
,if Tam not deceived, unshul\en in: my

faith in the doctrine of God onr Saviour, a

jod I am yet a ‘sojourner here below
and remain,

is a Baptist church here but not of the Old order.

[ am pot in f'ellowshlp with them, aswe cabnot

agree in-our opinions.: They do not go into the
new systems as far as some churches | have seen.
f do not wish to excuse thenr; { think it is tog
much when it is any ‘at all. - They had a two
protmcted mccm)fr which closed on New
Year’s eve.

week’s

I was much pleased and edified with

the preaching, ‘the most of 1 whs-sogbnidiF

could scarcely determine whether it was Old or
New School d‘()ctr‘.ine: till the last: three or foar
nights of the preaching, they began to cali mours.
érs to the decision sedt;, as they called thems, - ¥
be prayed for. I was then satisfied: which iheﬁy
I don’t l;now that they have fmde any
(,om'elt& : ‘

Dear brother, I believe tha nothmo

WQI'C.

sh@;t of
power of ‘God :can convert a “sinner.

can ail the machinery of médern:da
awaken-{e to lifei
at thete Jis nething. that so much
heers. a -son or

ad sinner; or bring him®

appears-to
detights: daughter that-is

“ borw; not: of cor ruptible seed, but -of incorrupti-

bles by the 'ward. of  the Liord, that tiveth :and abi-
.deth forever,”

.as 1o reflect that »% it is . not ‘of “hin
but of ‘Ged

? and that -his
eternal is based upon the everlasting love of him
« who worketh.al things after the: cou'zscl of ‘his
own will:” and that the foundation of hissalva-

that sheweth wmercy: &

tion, and-his being- called to a knowledge of it;'is
Jall * according to his purpose and . grace, which

was .giv'eu us in Christ Jesus betore the. world be.

“ Book sealcd with seven seala, and there was'mone

ritten my. e\panence, for I

it s
. "-’here }

s hope of life




~that he - that behevelh thereen sh'all not be con-

“to'the:

" sank me so-Jow, under the just sentence of God"
holy law, yet in a time of deep distress, extreme|'

“riches of divine

SIGNS OF THE T I"JIES i

gan.” We read that. © the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal; the Lord knoweth
them thatare his ;”? and that the Lord-has laid the
undation in"Zion—that it is a sure foundation—
‘a-stone—a tried stone; a chief corner stone, and

.foundea.» e

.. -We learn from the word” . 60, that @nly in-|c
fallible rnle given to mmtals, that God lays thet
foundation for the salvation of his people.  Seeing
we have this foundatien, let us then- press forward
‘wark of the prize of ‘bur high" calling of
God'in Christ Jesus, w:thout feaung ‘what ien

can de, fox “i4f God be f'or us, who canbe atramst
s't??

May ' grace, mercy and‘p’eace, from God the
Father, and our Lord Jesus Chuist, be with you
and all-who love our Lord in- sincerity and truth,
is the sincere desire and prayer -of an unworthy

sister, M: J. BUCK.

FOR 'THE SIGNS OI" THE TIMES.

Cass co., 1ll., Jan. 5, 1845,
BROTHER Beree :—In a former commuanica-
tion I gaveyou a short statement of the reason of
the: hope which I have in Christ. - Although my
sins were so great, and the depravity of -y nature

‘mecessxty, and when almost in despair, 1 .feltany
sins removed, ‘my soul was ddxveled, and my
“mind was set at rest. My contemplations of the
: grace were mixed with wonder
\:that ore so vile as 1, should be a subject of God’s
divine favor.  Although I felt unworthy-toreceive
the promises of the gospel, yei | coald mot help
rejoiciny in them. ~Ibad previously entertained

the opin: ona that when persons had experienced|®

religion, they would sin no more, and that they
avould be happy all the time. I had also marked
cout a path in wmy manmatlon for christians tol®
walk in, 50 straight and narrow, and sinless, that
avhen I came to compare my walk as a christian
with i, I was filled with distress .of mind, Hav-
dng evil thoughts which I could not suppress, and
apparently ue_‘@}‘ei“ in the path oanly when{ was
erossing it,  This led
«ceived, in regard to the hope I had cherished, that
my deliverance was teally of the Lord. In vain
“Isought for'my old ronvictions and barden of guilt
‘but could not bring them back.
bﬂen a poor do"btmo Thouas, t1
_the time since I first received ‘
:Sometimes I can say “ My Lord, and q;?.y."\ God 'y
‘but at other seasons I am much cast down #ad de-
w‘jec‘:téd‘.‘ I find this inconsistency in myself, when
Thear. experiences which accord with my own ;
they léavé me without doubt that those who re.
‘late themn are chnstmns, although not quite saiis-
““fied with my own. Tthink]I can say, ¢ With my
_mmd I'serve the law of God, but'with-.my fesh
“the law of sin.” I desire, through the

me to fear that [ was de-

Ao short, T have
ter. part of

Spirit, to

amortify the deeds™ of the flesh, .but thxouwh thel”

grace of Godl am what I am,

matned silent,

in’ Christ.—/

I will now ngc you a few of my thoughts on
the subject of::a call to the christian winistry.

Itis certain thatall our Ne\gv.Testumsn-t:preach.:

srs were called . by our Lord Jesus Christ, and

sitce his-exaltation, he. still ca‘ls them by his Holv,'

Spirit, which hie promised .to send to his:¢hildren,
and none have a right to preach w ho have not been

called-and set apart to that work. £od’s. work;
dogs not mock him ; if he calls, he also qualifies ;:
and if God calls-and qualifies for the, thinistry,. it

is not the work of men; nor to be cffected by
the power or wisdom of. this world.  Henee his
minislers preach net with enticing . words, which
man’s wisdomn teaches, lest the cross of Christ
should be made. of non-effeet ; but in power and|:
demonstration of the Spirit of .God; by the au.
thority” of him who bade him “ go labor
in my_vireyard,” Ifd did not believe that
God had called ‘me, unworthy though I am,

and committed a dispensation to me, I would

never open my mouth .m his name again; nor
should“1 have ever done so if it had not been for

aburden of ‘mind, and a Wo 1s e if I preach

not the gospel.”

My brother, I have tound it hard to feel recon.
«iled to the will of God'in regard to this work. =~
When I read the wo pronounced against those who

handle lue woid of ‘the Lord decutfunv, and feel

bat T am under responsibility to God and to his
people, there seems Lo be a wo on. either-hand, and
feeling a sense of my  wedkness and imperfec.
tions, 1 am made to tremble; and - frequently ‘fo
eall on God to help me. [ have, in days that are
passed and gone, plead with him to remove these
The
charch, some how or other, thought that my mind

impressions from me; butT found no relief.

was impressed, and - liberated me to exercise my-

gift in the bounds of the: chureliy but'still T re.
until the Lord, asd sometimes be-
lieve, made me willing to trustin his all-sufficient
grace. Then I stepped forward under the cross,
and found a-sweet refief of mind ; Ithen thought
that [ should: be troubled no more on - the subject
of preaching 3. but it was not fong before the im-
pressions retursed, and I have been compelled to
try 'to labor in.the gospel field, in ‘my feeble man-
ner, for some twelve or thirteen-years, I had not
exercised my : gift long,
proper to give me a license;. and about one year

afterwards our beloved old pastor died. . /He had
keld the pastoral.charge of foui churches, and by

his death they were il left destitate.

This: ¢ir:

However, 1 was ordained, in Clay county,

in th's sfate, and attended four: schurches for iwo ’

years, and then removed tc Cass county, where 1

have lived ningyears,and where T have :encoun-

tered much opposition, but having- obtained help
from God Lstll continue. May grace, mercy and
peace, from God the Father, and ‘from -our Lerd|®
Jesus Christ, be with you and all the,Isi'ael of God.

Yoma in the best of "bonds,

CYRUS vWRIGHT

before the church saw]

aid.
cumstance probably led the church to call for my]
;| ordinalion sooner than otherwiseithey would have,

[{done.

For thue ycms have, been txuly seve

. ELDER E. J. REIS

EOR. THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

s . - Baltimore, Jan. 18, 1845.
Elder Gzlbert Beebe, ;
) - Dear Sir -—I taks the hberty 3
of callmrr on you for :your co-operatien, feeling
assured you are deeply interested in the welfare -
of Exper E. & Rurs. 8ince his return to the
city he has consulted Professor Smith, and he has"
given him to understard that ne relief can be af.
forded him forghe vacancy of hissight. His sit.
uation: is- thereby rendered truly deplorable, as -

: the only- hope of support is now cut off.: - Thus-

felpless and destitute of resour ces; there is no al.
ternative now left but an appeal to his friends and”
the public, and I hope through your influence and -
exertion, with my own and those of his- xmmedlate
friends; to secure for him a small annuity. The
Baltimore Life Insurance and Trust Co., lor the
amount of one theusand'dollars paid in, will’ grant
himy an’ annuity of one hundred and twenty-eight
dollars during his life, which amount, would be
sufficient to pay his board, as it could be obtdined

in-the country at two dollars per week, and-leave <

sim a small ballance for ¢lothing, I hope you

will appeal at once through your paper to the ‘

churches, and the philanthropic out ‘of the churches,.
i will give one hundred myself, and think T
raise three or four more in the city.  And
sure wherever the voice of nature is heard
case, they wxll respond- to the call of humamty,
for he stands as it werea monument of the past;
crumbling by the storms and vicisitudes of life;
and will'no hand stretch forward to bolster its ‘de.
cline, and save the sudden or prematuare fd" ?
Will not. generous hearts ‘wil’hin your_churches
save him from pinching want, orwilliyou leave‘
W, ﬂm* hc”m[‘}'I}'T!:“*ﬁin:rf’xﬂ-ﬁf)?’se,~-‘X’h.{tf\

o EE
no longer follow ap his duty, to die u{pon‘thé bar.
ren figlds, without the feeling of fellowshin or
sympathy?  No, such cannot be.

Huomanity"
alone vould scorn the thought,

and how much
more must chns*mmty, in which love, chauty,
~Vmpflthv, and dufy are .z‘lembmced ,H‘ :

rest 3 (thev have

o*xe, whx(,h eaxth can newer

par fed, ¥

begi, R
nisheé a iitlle‘ hop‘ée.—thar of Being able to appeal
to the compassionate, and-to present his white
hairs to thuse that might be moved to givy him

Lay his siiuation:zbéfm'e”the people, -and ot
thefn judgé the extent of his misfortunes,  and ael -
kaswiedge by-their sy mpathy and actions t‘m

is. worthy of .cur pity.
Iam very respectfully
Your obedient servant, o
BM, B. PATTERSON.

mends frenemli) H;s '1ﬂ"il(.llons fol thQ

Y




at the best can see but very little. He has sub-
mitted to one-or .two very painful operations upon
his eyes, with very little, if any, success; and
now; as appears {rom the preceding letter, his case
is-comsidered by his physicians hopeless, When,
in company with brother Trett and others, ‘we
aw hitm last May, he was suffering the most in-
tense pain, and was reduced very. low. Heis now
eadvaneed very fir in life, having spent n‘mny years,
in the ministry.

Whether theplan sug ested by, the. generous
ﬁearl’ed writer of the forevoinir Jetter shall be fa-
vorably regarded . or not by our brethren, we trust
“that those who have the means will not be back.
ward in communicating to’ his relief.—Ep.

EDITORIAL.

A

'N‘gw.'VEnNoN, New.Yorx, Fesruaiy 15, 1845. -

“ VINDICATION OF THE OLD ScHooL Baptists,”
“*&é.~—This is the title of a book, in pamphlet form, |.

_|anxious benches, and arminian harangues, and

They are’ fond of swelling their numbers,. that
they may appear the more respectable ; and’ they
are extravagantly fond of drawmg into their con-
nection any who may be able to contribute to their
fands.  They have seemed, so far as our knowl-
edge -extends; to held the spirit of the words re-
corded in Proverbs i. 11—14. "But they ‘are the
most invidieus and bitter enemies the Old School
Baptists have had to-encounter,

While en the other hand, the Old School Bap-
tists have felt themselves bound to regard ‘the New
Schoel Baptists as they regard all other revilers
'of the doctrine and order of the-gospel.. We
cannot regard those who have got their religion
from the excitements of protracted meetings, |d

who uniformly \'v‘orshipk their net, as christians,
without relinquishing our leading and fundamen-
tal sentiment, that it'requircs the eternal Spirit’s
work to make a christian. Nor can we régard
the immersion of the oﬂ‘aprmﬂ of New Scboohsm
in any other light than a dese(,ra"tmn .of -the ordx-

lately published by brother Joel Mathews, of
Thomaston, Upson co., Ga. - The work fills 80|,
" “'pages, including 12 devoted to a re- publication of
the « Celestial Rail Road,” which appeared some
timé 'ago '»in the Signsof the Times. Price 25

We have hash!y run throucrh the paves of this}
pamphlet and censider the work well worth a
perusal. A condensed view of the history of the
Baptists is given, from the d'xys of John the Bap-
tist, ‘and sketches from various authors concern.

ing them, in which thexr -enéies have traced their
% origin into the remotest depths of antiquity.”—

& very lucid view is also given of many of the
causes which jad the Old order of Baptists to ve.
to recognize the 2lew order, a9 heing eniiflen
: f?jiowsh%p~4he origin of missionism, and
many other innovations upon the ancient Baptist
order, are very ably presented, and are admirably
ca‘culated to assist such as are desiring to know
the frue cause of diﬁ":.rence between those two
deénom _’auons.

io

ut while we thus commend the work, and hope

our brethren will supply themselves with copies of

it, and read for themselves, we feel bound to say
that in the latter part of the work, brother Mat.

thews holds some views in regard to the. extent ‘of}.

the difference existing, and means of reconcilia-
tion, which do not altotvether accord with our own.

If the New School Baptists of. ‘Georgia are
kae those of the northern and eastern states, there
is no more affinity between them and the church
of -Christ, described in the New Testament, than
there is between the latter and any other sect or
denomination of religion with whose history we
are at all conversant.
mistaken in supposing that each body holds the
other to'be christians. “ In \ﬂ}?b part of the coun.
tey it is far otherwise, Ahh‘ouah the New School

have manifcsted a disposition to decoy the other
into thelr connection, yet they have in.more: ways|

u,tm one demonstrated that their. sokcrtude Was
prampted more by 'warxca than chnst:an regard

~

~|lation to. the privilege of franking remittances to

We think our brother is

nance of christian Baptlsm.
news we believe that regeneration by the  Holy
Spirit, and a confession of faith in Christ, arein.
dxspensxb]e pre-requisites,to baptism; and as we
{have no evidence that the. New School Baptists
possess either, and as we are sure that neither are
'indispensible pre-requisités to New Schoohsm. we
cannot agree that theirs is christian baptism.  As
for a r/econulxat;on, we would as soon Jook for a
coalition of any other two religicus sects, as of
the Old and New School Baptists. The differ-
ence between them is radical; and they must
cease fo be what they now are, before they can
possibly become the opposite of it.

If we have misapprehended  our brother s
views, he will pleasecoriect us.

Fravxrine PRIVILEGE.——jBy. his letter on the
first- page of this sheet, we percéive that brother
Walker of Kentucky has been misinformed;in rc-

the publishers of News Papers. For ‘the infor-
mation of all persons whom it may concern, we
copy the latest law which has been enacted upon
this subject, and also the latest instruction given |
to Post Masters by the Post Office Department,
Extract from laws, and regulations, &c., of the
Post Office Department, by order of Congress, and
approved August 29, 1842, and published in 1843.
Page 18, Section 28, -

“ And be # furiher enacted, That if any person
shall frank any letter or letters others than those
written by blmself r by his order on the business
of his office, sha}l on convietion thereof pay a
fine of ten dollars,” &e. .

Extract from Instructions to Post.Masters by

post-oﬂices, &c., by same act of Congress, page
239. A Post-Master may enclose money in a
letter:to the publisher of "a news paper, to pay the

su scrlptlon of a third person, and frank the let-
ter, if’ written or ' signed by himself;

{to check the tide of evils resulting from. Sabh
Wrth brother Mat- | ’

the Post  Master General, published with a list of

but if the
letter be srg‘n’ed by auother person, the Post-Mas-

But this service is. not: TFes,

ter cannot frank it:
qmrea of- hlm, and he may perform it as- a matter

of courtesy. ur decline ity at his option. Such
letters should contain only,and relate selely to the:
trapsmission of morney fr(}'rn individual subscriber
to pubhahers of News papers, and not the ol«"

ever. :

spectfuliy invite your af
as an officer of govern
important _department of - vital int
people of this nation, subjects yo
scrutimy of all-classes. It is with
isfaction. that the wise and the good have noti
a-disposition on your part, to lend your influe

desecration in the transpor tation of
The policy indicated by some orders re
mulgated from your department, . judie
v1<r01ously pursucd will do much ‘to corrac? did
purify public sentiment, and to stay -those judg.
ments which are certain to come upon a Mmbath-
breaking people.. ‘The history of all :
proves the truth of ‘the inspired declarat,
< righteousness exalteth a nation, bt
proach to any people.”

I love to cherish the memory :
nohle bmd of men, who laid - the’ founda
our gleat ‘and: growing rep
cident in their history, evin
for the Sabbath, which ought-
gotten®

'Fhey had crossed the ocean amldst many
vations and dangers. The country of thet ad
tion lay before thenr umsxpfored There ¥
babitations to screen them from the -picreing cold
of December. Their stock of provisions was.
mostly expended, and from what source their wants
were to be supplied, no one had the sagacity ion. .
discern.  Under these circumstances, a smali'coms.
pany was sent forth in a frail boat to ‘explote the "
coast, and fo find a safe place of landing. I
proved a cruise of great hardship.and peril. The
spray of the sea dashed over th rd they Wers
bound in fetters ot ice. Feor
sought in vain, a harbor of safety:
txme, asif toput their fortitude to the st
a storm. came ob, and  they were. |
danger of being engulfed and lost
mght came, and they had not yet ace
the object of their search They were toc far
from the ¢ M wer’ to return, and rest on ths
Sabbath, “ace 1g to the commandment.” Asnd
Lyet they hele ay too sacred to be justified,
in their extremity, to prosecute the businese in
which they were engaged. They went on shore,
kindled a fire, and with no covering save the broad
canopy of heaven, spent the Sabbath- in actz of
praise and prayer.. 'The next day witncssed ths
landing of the pilgrims on Plymouth Rock.

1 pretend not to say what influence this sacti.’
fice for principle and conscience-sake may have
had on our subsequent posterity. But it isa sub. .
lime spectacle to' be gazed at by those who be.
lieve that a pation that obeyeth not the voice of
the Lord their God -shall become a desolat;on,
hissing curse.

I have the fullest convxctron that pubuc sentzn

ever’ to be fﬂ
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Crnet—y

_ment will sustain you in any measures you may
‘gee fit to adopt, to prohib
the mail on the Sabbathis A few might endeavor
te raise a clamor, but they would ﬁnd themselves
in a miserable and hopeless mmanty The great

deepning that Sabbath’ profan
sin a mere secularview. An.
need the recuperative energy which
gmned by the rest of the Sabbath. = There are

ible . advi ntages that will ”gomp’ﬂnsa(e for
' in mmals, aad the wide spread
are nuluced bv Sabbath violation, - T'he]
issien of intelligence]|
d with'the preva-
Those whe occupy
mﬁuﬂnce, owe it to then

command ng
couniry; o

soever is pure- 'md lovely, and of «ood report.’ I
‘pray ‘you, sir, earry out these measures for pro-

bmnor he transportation o the mail on the
h some of your official acts show/
" yon comczentlously approve.

g our ﬂm land. You wnll
h'many in the service of the government
"an oppertunity to listen to the messages “of
aLvatwn Youa will obey the mandate’ “of the
of lunf*s, who has saxd ‘REMEHBm'{

R

in hmrmony wtth the gmnd
menta now “making by th\, fuej db» ot the

ews. papers, recexvmv a puff from each

] ed the questlon of the transpor.

fation of ithe Umted States Mail on Sundays was

ssettled by the Congress of our nation, with the
{approba f the masses of the people,

' ew have forgotten the .clerical

machinery, by which .our
s was flooded with petitions from all parts
de spxe‘ld countly, dlsplaymo' such con-

-pliance with the wishes ot the prOJeclors of the
= :plot. :
A perfect avalanche of memormls came down
‘upon the Congress with the precipitancy of a
thunderbolt. The matter was referred to.a ju-
dicious committee, who after much deliberation,
reported against granting the requests .of the pe-
titioners. But this decision of Congress only led
the infuriated clergy o renewed and more extray-
agant means, to foree-Congress to obey their dic-
tation. As though the stores of wrath and per-
-dition werc phced at their disposal, they ‘threaten-
-ed our country with speedy _]udrrments and des.
druction, if they did not revoke their .decesion.—

By this time the people became aware of the
-movement of the fanatics, and sent in their deci.]
sdedremonstrance, The committee of the Senate)

v

the transportation of

mass af t‘le people approbate the observance of
S staining  from  servile labor.

- By#so doing|.
_1!' :ecewe the glatef'ul acxnowledﬂments of :

| sist from their mode'of operation, by pentxons, and

3 ‘vm e, ﬁ, ’x“hoaaix é'fsﬂy had uch of public opin.

;"fno people were not vet willing to trust their

" planned, &nd the simultane. |

“anatured. for drawing eur govemment Tnto a com.|.

‘which this object was to be. -accomplished, was by

d” States again xeported ‘the. uncon-
ality - of the p.xopo;xtxon, and the utter
mcompetencyof Congress to legislate " upon the
divine law;or to settlo the questmn between
difforént sects of religionistsyas to the duy’ 4
kept or the manner. of keepmeﬁ a Sabba( ’
able i repor
were amonf

citizens' of our countly Jews,
: aptists and others, whe held the
seventlt day to be the Sabbath of the Lord their
God, according ‘to the fourth commandment of
the dccalmrue that ‘there were others, equally
entitled’ to 1hf‘ consideration and protection of
Concless, Wwho set apart other -séasons for their
religious devotion, and-some whe belisve that the
Jewish Sabbath Was typxc*tl and that thety pe had

and the former regulations of the Post Office De-
partment, in relation to the transportation” of the
mail onthe first-day of the week was'confirmed,

bv 1£s public dtm'x, s upanswerable arguments and.

emonstrations were-laid before the people of the
nd by them generally approved,
ed and: c,ontoum]efl by this unexpected
the clergy were convinced that theday
had not yet arived in which they -should “ dictate
to the conscierices “of thousands of immortal be-
ings.”  But Doct. Barton assured them, ‘that
“ when all our colleges are under our control, it
will establish our sentiments and inflaence, so that
we can mangge the “civil government as we
please :” and t. Ely, that “two thirds” of
them were alteddy under their control. Making
a sort of virtue of necessity, they-concluded.to de

try-some other method +for the ultimdte  aceom-
plishment of the same cnd.. After a careful ex-
aminationof their machiner they discovered its
defect—pcrfect as it was, "Ll\(’,xé the public sen-
timent inits favor, This'seemed to be the loose

ct, they had pot em')ugh
1 ey consulied dogether-

greed that more public omm
5 a*}d mfiuo*zce in thur favor must be ereated.

rights altogether into the plous hands of ‘an-aspi-
ring pnealhood For the express purpose of man.
ufactmmg publie «opinion in their favor; they con.
ceived the:plan.of calling State and Natiorial Sab-1{.,
bath Conventions, at which all open ‘and fair dis-
cussion of “the merits ‘of+the Sabbath questlon
should be excluded, and none but the truly iaitia.
ted should be allowed to speak—no appeal to di-
vine nuthozity to be allowed, and the result of such’
Conventions to go forth as the voice of -the na-
tion, to establish the.'clergy.above the. ‘Congre
|and the ccclesiastical above the civil laws: ‘of:
country.

At the National Sabbaﬂl Comentlon at Baltx..
{more, last November, after abusing one ‘or two in-
divideals for appealing to the scriptures for an
identification. of the Sabbath, and: finally when|¢
quarrelling among the cleri¢al dignitaries. them-
selves lmeg,'ud to the manner-of attacking Con-
gress, &c., Doctor Eddy declared, that “ the ob-

Ject of this ‘convention was to creEATE public sen-

timent, and which, when once created, would ex-:

ercise upon the halls of Congress infinitely more
power than any action or remonstrance of this
Convention.”. Dr. Edwards alse asserted, that the
object of the Convention included the observanc ]
of the Sabbath by Congréss’; but the manner in’

exerting sach an mﬂuence on,the pubhc mind; as

by divine arrangement given place to-its-anti-type. |. -
“This xeport was adoptcd, after due deliberation, |-

and deféaded by tne adoption of . the- report; andf

[seriptural view of that Sabbath of Rest into wh

Tiibe laws _pequerin
of ‘these same religious fanatics, these Iaw~ um&

% |difficult to define the term.
deavor to raise a.clamor, but. tkey would find them.
selves in-a misérable
speaks with the voice. of a dlaoron.
respect they have for the rellglous rights of others,
is fully shown in. the proposition to ride down the

whose memory is cherished, and examplesin
should be accompanied by such extracts from
history as we gave.in the last two
blgns.
plining the . % miserable :
ears, boring the - tongues throuoh
drc

and prerorrauves, they proceed to the creation of.
public opinion,

' First, By recommendmﬂ' Natnonal and State
Convenitons: - -

Second, By suppressmg a]] Bible views on the

Isubject of a Sabbath.

Third, By speeading out their proceedmos t
the public press.
- Fourth, By calling on the c’iemy ‘to preach at
least once.a year upon the necessity of keepmg
the day as they dictate,

Fifth, By anappeal to the avariee of ‘the peo-
p!e——naxsuadmcr them that they can’ make more
money by. lt——hve lonwexmperform _]ommes q{uck-
er : ’tter horses, &c.”

e Convention was he1d in B
there have been mauy - Conventions. held
rious p'xrts of the country—all, as fara
learn, for ‘the same purpose of ‘creating.
sentiment of infinite power,” &c., but 2
them the same care, has been taken to prev
such discussion as_ would be likely to present a_

believérs in’ Je;us Christ do _enter.
hereafter give some ‘aceount - of onefw
recently attendedm this vxcmxty. -

But ‘the Jetter (@ ‘the Post Mastel Genexal cer-
tainly mqulresthe serious attention of the " fnends
of -eivil and religious rights, - This ‘lett er bemg
indorsed by the leqdma popuhx religious:new
pers in. the countly, and” calling. upen’.
finctionary of our “national govemmept——upon
an officer sworn to support the constitution of our
Country, and faithfully to execute the laws of
Congress -in relation to the' Post-Office: Depart-
mem and offering to guarantee to him the support
of ‘the people, if The will act in direct OppOS(thEL
to what Congtess has énacted.  As we have be.
fore shown, the matter of transporiing the mail
on Sundays, has been. seftled according to the
Consiitutivn, by the representatives of the people
in Conoressagscmbled m the first enactuens. of

sefting in the Iemple of - God ? claxmmrr his power‘

all

it ; since which, at the instanpe

been twice caref’u!y reviewed and confi
And now-that these fanatics have “failé ¢
tmomng, -and by attempts  to intimidate; “to ma
an lmpneaswn on Conmess, the Post Master Ge

pursue a course in opposmon '
Congress, and proffered - the
people will bedr him out in.it...
letter, * the fullest conviction:
will sustaifi you' in any . (jﬁorts you may "fit to‘
adopt 1o proludit the tr ansportation of the mail on
the-Sabbath.”  If this'be not: ‘treason, it will ba:.
%A few might en-

"Pruly this ' bedst

“How.: much

,,mfmonty

* miserable mmorzty 1ough shod.

The reference of the lstter to the puntan@, §

Particularly the

St by‘_ .

“This -very

tpeople, who commltted ail this bratal cruelty, upon

dissenters; Were : greal. stricklers for a legalized
sabbath day, and so P
|sees of the first century ;

the Sa,rnbes :

creatw powex_’, “a_ndjv -

ITa ‘be C’owtmued]




SIGNS OF THE TIMEb

Poetry.

H e soon will stoo our breath and sense,
U nrobe the kmg and stately prmc(,

[sELECTED. ]

% MY GOD DIRECTS THL‘ STORM.”

The spirit of tbe tempest. shook
His wing of raven bue

Above the sea, and hollow winds
Howl'd o’er the waters blue.

Up rose the mountain billows high
And swept.a stormy pathi 5

Darkness and tervor mingled there
Their ministry of wrath.

5 lone‘.y bark, by bounding seas
Toss’d wildiy to and {ru,

Dash’d o’er the billow’s fouming brow

To fearful depths below.

€rash cchoed crash ! the quivering spars

Broke o’er the leaning side,

And left the bark a shattered wreck,

‘I'he stormy waves to ride.

The sturdy seamen struggled hard
"I'e hold the yiclding heun,

Aand keep the ship’s prow to the surge,

That tureatoucd to oe’rwhelm.

And when the plunging rain spurned:

Their impotent control,

They flew 1o drown their gloomy fear

In the aceursed bowl.

Upon the raging ocean then,
Helpiess was left the bark

To the wiid nsercy of the waves,
Aunid the tempest dark.

Upon the deck alone there stood
A man of courage highs;

A hero, from whuse bosom, fear
Had never drawn a sigh.

With folding arins, erect he stood,
His counicnance was mild

k
Bhe crivd,
‘When all is gloom and terror here,
And I must weep the while 7

No word the warrior spoke, but he
Drew from beneath his breast

A poignard bright; and placed its point

Aguinst her heaving breast.

She started not, nor shricked in-dread,

As she had shricked before ;

.But stood astonished, and surveyed

His tranquil features o’er.

“wNow why,” he agked, “ dost thou not start, |

May not thy blood be spile.?”
~With sweet composure she replied,
“ My husband holds the hilt !

“ Dost wonder, then, that T am calm,

That fear shakes not my form ?
I ne’er can tremnble whilel know

My Gop DIRECTS THE STORM Y’

FOB THE SIGNS OF THE . TIMES.

iN MEMORY
OF ROBERT HUGHES,
Whase death was noticed in our last.

R elentless Death, that monster grim,
O ft snatches youth just in their prime
B ehold this bud, this morning flower,

E reit had scarce reach’d half’ 3 ‘scofe—

R egardless of our tears or preyer,
T he monster plucked this blossom fair.

Gulis piay viiae u"auc,

" G recdy worms our fiesh will ciaim
H owever great may be our fame.
E scape'from deuth no mortal can—. -
S oell must die, *tis God’s conmand.

J esus is still his people’s friend,

E ternal love will them defend

F rom sin and ~atan set them free,

T or them he gained the victory.

E ’en from the gravé their dast will bring,
R efined and fit 1o meet their King.

S o now, dear saints, dry up your tears, .
© 1 Jesus rest from. all your fears,——

N ow mourn no more for your dear son.

M eckly suk}nit, God’s will be done.

S urely it was as he designed ;

F bink not the Lord has been unkind's
R emember all things work for'gnod—
O at of the cater came forth fuod @

U nto Gud’s people it wiil prove,

D igested well, eternal love.

, M. M. A.
East Fartowriewp, Pa., Sept. 25, 1844.

[SELECTED FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TmEs)
MY FATHER'S WILL.

A child of Jehovah, a subject of grace,
T'm of the seed royal—a dignified race;
An heir of salvation, re d\,cmed with blood,
Vit own my relation, my Fa.zhcx isGod !

He loved me of old and he }oveth me-still;
Before the creation he gave me by will,

A poriion worth more than the Indies of . gold,
Which cannot be wasted, nor morlgao'ed nor sold.

~He gave me a Surety, a eovenant Head,
Lo Live in my name and to die in my stead ;
He gave me a righteousness wholly divine,
And view’d all the merits of Jesus as mine.

rccexpt and tmnsnut to the editor all moneys due to the

| ‘Vnham N. Becbe.

streets, Philadelphia,] Lamard VanHom, James Wells,
 George Hearsack.

[ \Wm. W. Covington, J. Keller, T. F. Webb, R: C. Leach.

Bist of @Agents.

The foxlowm'r agents ar duly authorised to colleey,
Signs of the Times:— -
MarNg——d. Bailey, J. Steward, J. L. Pu,mguon,.] Bad-
ger, D. W hitehouse, W, Enst)ce

New Hmmaﬂmb —Joel Fernal, Bliver Fernal

. Masssouysevyrs.—D. Cole, P. K ell, D. Clark.
© CoNNECTICUT.—Eilder A, L (xoldﬂmth lelmm Stantom, -

New Yorx.—Elders &. Conklin, Recd Burritt, The.
Hill, Martin Salmon; J.. D.. Wilcox, N. B. Reetor, D. E.
Jewett, Charles Merrit, Ai- Al Cole; and brethren L. L.
Vail, J. Vaughn, 'Tho. Faiconer, Wm. Murmy Doct. W
B. Siawson, C. Hogaboom, Lemuel Earle, Gideo
dell, Charles Woodward, 'U'itus Bl‘:bop, Jamuel Méa
Sharp, Jucob Winchell, Jun., A. Branduge.

New York city—~—Samuel Allen, {10 bspenmrd street;]
and John Gilwore; [96 Sixth Avente.]

New Jesssy —-Blders Christopher Stydam ; and breth.
ren- Peter Hoyt, Jr., hcoxge Doland, Col W, Puaiterson,
Wm. Druke. Jonas ke, J. B; thtﬁnhouse.
George Siack.

PuxasyLvania—Elders Hezekiah Wes», Zopher D
Pasco, Eli Gitehcll, Henry Rowland,” Arnold -Bolch,
and brethren Wimot  Vail, - Nuthan  Greenlanc
William Stroud, J. Hughes, J. W. Dance, John Carson, Ar
drew Lynn, Wm. H. Craw ford, [corner Willow-and Seventh

Ditaware—Blders Thomas Barton,
Samue) Muredith, and Je:eph Smact. B
Marvvanp.—James Lowndes, Baliimore, L
stine, Wm. Selman, James Jenkins, Herod €

Disrricr er Corumara.—-A. Mclntosh, Was/)uurtonczt
VIRGINIA ~~Elders Samuel ‘rott, Wililium-
Thomas Buck, Danicl T. Crawford, Wi

Lemuel ~ Halk
F. Klige

man, S. Cauld\\ul J Clark, J. Duvali and brethren
C. hulhm. Bsq., -Wm. Costin,  Cyru Goode, "A. R
Barbee, John Triplett, M. P. Lee, W, Trenton, James
Shacklcford, Isauc Hurshoﬂlgcr, btcuhnu l‘hllsmdn
Curry, C. Hallsclaw, Joseph Furr, bolomon Bunto
Forsce, John Martin.

Norry Caroriza.—L.B. B’cnmtt
Souri Carorina—Theron Barle; B. Lawrcnce,
Georeia.—Biders Jamcs chdu‘aon .loseph J

I I3

for death,

My trials and sorrows, my conflicts and cares,
The spiritof prayer and the answer of prayers,
The steps that 1 tread, and the station I fill,
My Father determined and wrote in his-will.

"My cross and my erown are both willed by my God,
He sware to his will and then sealed it with blooed;
*Tis proved by the Spirit, the witness within,

"I'is minc toinherit, Pl glory begin.

spominii

TReceipis.

Vymc’mu,—chry A Fawlkes Bsq. $3: Wm G Pierce
1; 3 R Burner Esq. 1; W B Smith Esq. 2.
New Youk.—VPercy Eddy 1; Mrs. C. Terry 1; D Wil

Horton 1; Deacon 3 l) Borton 1; for Mrs £ 'Cox 505 for
P Linderman Esq. Mich. 1; for Dcwm. Slawson N J. L
Quio. —Joseph l—lumph-r_ey 3,50; A Devenport 5; E Mil-
ler Esq. 5; I' Chenowith- 1.
New J nsu —Mss C Hammor-dl Col Wm Patterson
-5; John Roerick 2.
PENNSX Lvania —Calvin A Moss 3; Wm H Crawford 4;
r Moaitor 2; Joseph Hughes qu 5.
KE\rchY —Janus(x Duval 5; Wm Goodloe 1; John
f Larew 5; Elder J H Walker 10; Joel 2 Conrer 1; John
Debell4; J L Campbell Esq. 5. .
5 00

A ‘Eastland Mi.

JMrs MJ Buck. e 100
Joseph Thorp Mo. 5 G0
Stafford McGee ) “ 4 00
T D Clarkson Esq. . fa. 2 00

Ten. 2 00,

Elder Peter Culp

$104 50

tliams 1,50; 3 Busroughs 1; E!dcr D Blakeslee 2; Hiram|

Km\ rucry.—Elders Thomas P. Dudley, Samuel Jones,
Joseph Cullen, Jordan H. Walker, Wm: Gosney, John Der.
risy Peyton 8. Nance; and brethren -A.. VanMetes,
John Gonterman, Jumes M. Clarkson, Esq., Sohn Lateve~
James Guains, Esq., Sanford Connelly, Henry C. Catlett,
James Martin, Charles Mills, K. Williams, - L. Jacobs,
John Knight, J. M. 'Peague, Wa. Hoqnore, FoW. ]
ton, H. Kicet, Esq., Wm. Mdnnmg,J Duvicy M:
Jobm M. Theobles, James M. Purker, Hugh- (_,onn

Missourr.— Elders A. Patisoit, Henry Louthan;]
Brown, William Davis, ‘Thomas P. Stephen winhgs,
David Lenox, ThomasJ. Wright, George Clay; andbrethren
C. Gregory, Juecph Thorp, W, Ihorp, John: Rothweh,
R. R. Reynolds, Stafiord Mc Gee, G W.
FWm. M. Wall.

Irunois.—Elders Thomes H.” Owcn, EhJah Bell;
and brethren . Jonathan Davis, Col.. L. Williams,
Esq, Nicliolas Wren, Jumes 'Licknor, James J. Bennets,
I Brisco, Muj J. Strickler, M. Soveredge, T. Thrclkeld,

Inpians.—Elders Wilson Thompson, .)avrd Shirk, Jcha
'Lee, Jolin W. I'homas, A. Baker, H. D. Banta, R. R;o’gs,
M. W. Sellers, B. Parks, I Jounes; and breth-
ren John Hartgrove, Jameson Hawklns, Abram Hauser,
George Anderson, Asaph Webster, Esq., Peter Caross, 1a
Mellett, J. Rowmine, James Flsbcx, Wesley Spitler.

Outo.— Blders Lewis Seitz, Eli Ashbrook, Daniel Reb-
erson, George' Ambrose, Sumucl Hendershot, Christian
Aaufma.n B. G.ven, S. Williams ; and brethren J. Tapseots,
Aenhfmuh Hart, Ri chard A. Morton, John Taylor Joseph
Humphuy,Wm Kirkpatrick, B. D. Duboxs, Isanc Sperry,
3. Taylor, Jacob Hershiberger L T. Saunders, Ellis-Miller,
Esq., Benjamin Truex, Esq .» Samuecl Drake. :

Miomigan—Eld. James P. Howell, Archibald - Y
Murray, James 8. Dean, Amos Holnes, Esq.

towa Tererrory—Eld. Joseph H. Whnt W.M Morrow,
A. L. Holmxte
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THE Siexs oF Tag Trues, devoted to the cduse of God

and Trath, is published on or aboﬂ’c ’me st and 15th of
each month . :
GILBERT BEEBE‘ m}m‘on e

will

:RENT MONEY,

tted to the cditor by mail, in cur-

arge & dénomination as convenient,

- CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Towalige Primitive Baptist Association, Gd., 1o
the churches composing the same.

DrAR BRETHREN IN

#us Lorp :(—Through

. the goodness of an all-wise Providence we have

®'been permitted to mwect once morein an associate
capacity ; and it % with pleasure we inform you,|
thatunity, halmoﬁ% and bmtheriy affection, has

ol i ideliberations,

As itis our usual pmcuce toselect a po(hou ofholy
writ from which to‘educe cur circular address, we

- have selected the following, which you will Gind in
the 7th chapter, and first clause of the 21st verse
of Judges, which reads thus: . And they: <tood
-every man m his place round about. the camp

o b B oot . A1t . v
W0 FeilinGed | uicinn Gl iuuén_dtuunieldn CEa. uy

which they bad been delivered by the hand of the
Lord; &ec.  But, said the Lord, ye have not obey-
ed my voice.” This for “their -disobedience, #h
were delivered into the hands of Midian. But
God for his love wherewith he loved them, (Deut.

6th 7th and 8Lh verses.) detelmmed

wn the grove that was by it; and next

saltar.*unto the Lord upon the top of a

ock in the ordered place, and offer a bornt

sacrifice with the wood of the grove, which
- things -he did. As scon as this was keowrn, all
"the Midianites, Amalekites, and children of the
cast, Tesolving to avenge themselves, were gath-
ered together, and went over, and pitched in the
valley of Jezreel. ¢ But -the Spirit of the Lord
" ¢ame upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet,. and
Abiezer was gathered after him.” When Gideon,
and all the people that were with him, were ready
to proceed against the Midianites, the Lord in-
formied him that his army was too large, and that

whosoever was fearful and afraid should return,lei

and there returned twenty-two thousand and re-.
‘mained-ten thousand. And the Lord &id unto
.. Gideon, The people are yet too many, bring them
-dogyn to the water and T will try
gze"e.. Evexy one thaf la@peth water with his
R

ey,

'the churche-his own pk

-dfﬁgence : ?‘c
ness.” :

them for thee}

(Thls 1emmé~4 usrof

ree- hundred
y ‘of Isaiah— 'Fho w‘*

three hunﬂred into three eompfl-' v
: tmmpet in every man’s l’ar‘d, ’.‘ 18

nies, and

with emp
,Loox on'me and do ixk ywise
é~trumpet blow ye the tm‘n-

‘the camp, and sav——— &

ord and of Gideon :” and
anded them. '

and second, ‘in
country t@anoth

L-}d”ig 3

ews X L' : 4 For;

tc

place,’ 16und about the camp Thls €. desxgn to
apply to.every:member standing in his:iplacein
and not the place of
another. 1 Cor. xil. 20% “But now are they
many members; yet but one bedy ;” and 15tk
verse—* But now hath God set, ghe members, ev

bers have not the saine oﬁice ; S0 W p, !
are one body in Christ, and every on
one of ancther. Having thea sifts,
'cordm-x to the glace that is giv
pxophecv, let usprop 4281 3T

tion of faith: or mini

‘.htry : or he thatic

that exhorteth, rorta
let him doit with simplicity : he that fuletb thb
, with cheerfu'l
iation, it may be eas.
tuty of every member,
rrmce that isgiven him, to exer-
', the zift that -Ged has bestowed
s, in the office which he has de-

ily disc
zeoord

sxgned him,
place.”

We design, in the next place, to make a few re-
-marks-—-Fxrst, upon: thaMgmster, segond, the ex-

Now eomes inje

{imposition “of bands..

b
-1 of hands of the Plesbviesy
‘necessary to say much ab

| exhorters, where' are they?
he hortal[on, hke that of . th *Apostolic day, ceased ?

-v‘horter; third, the deacon ; fourth,the church in

vene}'a'i, aud then cows to a close.

First, the minister; Without comment upon
the call, qualification S, and duty of a minister or
LisHop, for the sake of b;evxt), we refer you for
hia call' to Hebrews v. 4 ; for his qualifications,
to thc Apogtle Pau s ﬁzst }(,uer to Tlmoth third

tanﬁent ; let it safﬁce to say, .that;
mtc wallss, and ulao in the exercise of
‘té*act to the
ne pxo pe ny of hs cause, and the
: of Christ; and by +
lace. . ;
: : We presume that t
cail and qual as of 20 exhorter, are, in som
| degree, similzrto those of a’ mingkter- 01 bi P
with the exception that he should not receive “the
For we have no. warrant
in the scriptures, either explicit or inferential, that
an exhorter should be set apart by the lmp051t10n
But it appears up-
the gift of exhor-
.| tation, unless we have exl rters in’ our-ranks,
We w;sh new to ask ajguestion : If we have any
Has the day of ex-

about

fion has aot

1y in the
the exhorters 7.
t lippad out,

arg th* ne!‘ in

re for your ser-

3 ?c;'ati(m ; for God
Eph.

g 05' ‘M samts, for the

icus, calm and
Ims placed®t}

he'an exho:ter m our
;the gwen, Jet-

i
nd v his place in that 1espect, and
the chureh. :

| Table.

o 4and they stood every man in- }nsf

acon: For the quahﬁcaﬂons of

sive, upon which we shall m'\ke no coms.
but we shall in as short a manner as posst-

s b, *wnt out- what we believe to be, i io some re-

spects, the dutiesaf a Deacon,

1st. To defray the expenses of the Lord’s
2d. To take cognizance of the poor
saints who live in the bounds of, and particularly

[those who- are members of the same church with

himself, to see that the church administers to their
necessities. Actls xi. 14——27, inclusive. -
xvi.—read the cﬁapter ; 1 Timothy, v. &

clusive.

ad. For, the beneﬁt of the mlmstr

These we believe to be yartlcularly the du-
£ he

ix.
tieg of .a deacon, and these he will perforn
stands in his place.

We come now to the fourth and Iast propo.
sition of the text: to speak of the church in gen-
eral. The church of Christ, at the present time,

appears_,‘ tobe in a Ianguishigg_ condition ; and .




e

you are frequently heard t6 complain of your bad
feelings, and of the cold and barren state of Zion.
As there is no effect without a cause, there is cer-
tainly a cause for these things. Have you been
endeavoring to ascertain the cause of these things?
" We fear not. If you have not, it is highly ne.
cessary that you should be up, gird on your ar-
mor, and stand in your place ; for God has ordain-
- ed good works. for his childrea to walk in, and
those who negiect them may expect to receive the
‘chastisement of the Lord. We thetefore say to
you, that we believe one great cause of the situ-
ation of the church is, the neglect of duty by her
members. We now, dearbrethren, exhort you to
a discharge of your duty ; and that you may fully
ascertain what is your duty, we recommend you
to search the scriptures, for they are they which
. testify of Jesus, and in which you will fiad every
s duty that is necessary for you to perform. 2 Tim.
111 ¥6,.17 : ¢ All scripture is given by inspira-
“of -God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works.” B
The 2d article of our faith reads thus : “ We be-
- lieve that the scriptures of the Old and New Tes.

© tament are the word of God, and the only rule of|

faith andpractice.” Then if we believe thescrip-
tures, Jet us practice accordingly—prove our faith
".'by our works. By reading the second chapter of
_ the epistle of *Tames, at the 14th verse you wiii
find these words : “ What doth it profit my breth.
ren, though a man say he hath faith and have not
works? Can faith save him?’ 17fh verse,

« Faith ifit hath not works is dead being alone.”
18. “Yea a man may say, thou hast faith and 1
have works: shew me thy faith without thy works,)
and I will show' thee my faith by my works.”
24th. “Ye see then how that by works a man is
Justifi

H

edand not by faith only.” 26th. “For as the
without the spivit is dead, so faith without
s is dead also.”

see the waste places in Zion :
“ Oh that it was with us as ip days past
the candle of the Lord stione round about s, and
our - gates were crowded with converts.’}; Ob,

from this lethargetic slate, to a lively activity and
promp®discharge of ‘duty, that we may .t i
and prove him, and ske if he will-n
windows of heaven and pour out ‘a
there shail not be room to receive it. . ‘
We were glad of the coming and labor of love
of your Messengers, and hops you witl continue
your friendly correspondence. Our next session
'will be held with the church  Mt, Pleasant, Hen-
ry county, two miles north of Griffin. ¢
Finally, brethren, farewell ; Be perfec
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and
the'God of love and peace shall'be With you.
Yours in gospel bonds,
i M. LOWR
8. W. BrooopwortH, Clork.

3
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COMMUNICATIONS.,

FOR THE SIGNS OE THE TIMES..

‘ For he that is entered int;
from hisown works, as God

ont-his,

v Brorner Beese :—When I éenf’j u my last

letter, feeling my weakness and inabilit& to write,

farewell, and altogether d;‘:c:‘lii_
any thing for the Sjgnsj; b
command my thoughﬁ;_‘ '
exercised on passages of sérip.

sy mind is often

ke req

that brougnt again irom the dead sur Lovd Jesus
that great Sheplherdof thesheep, through theblood of
the everlasting covenant; make you perfectin every
good work to do his will, working in you ‘that
which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever,—

Amen,”?
M. LOWREYSpSd. -
8. W. Broopwoxrrx; Clerk. oy

‘CORRESPONDINGLETTER.

The Towaliga Primitive Baptist Association, to
her sister Associations with whom
ponds.

Bzrovep 1N TEE Lowp :—Under a well

- ordered Providence, we have been permitted to
,meet in an associate capacity. Our churches
have been generally represented, and our deliber.

- utions have-been characterized by christian for-
bearance and brotherly affection ; yet we have

to lament that the aelditions to the churches have

been small—sad evidence of a cold, declining
state. And when we look around; and see ch

she corres.

saows of many winters on the heads of our minis-
ws of time in their

tering’ brethren,.and the furro

yoir 10!

o

TP AR S po ot od Sl e
Proula i a padi of & sdine ¢

Jjustified by the déeds of the law.
It is said at the 3d verse, For he that hath en.

Ww‘%mi&xto his rest, he also has ceased from his own

works as God did from his.
be brouglit to cease from their-own works before
they can enter into that rest, which is found alone
in Christ.  But perhaps some would like to know
how 1 understand this to be brought about ; -to
which I answer, that'they must be brought by the
operation of the Spirit of God to see themselves
sinners, and when they are brought to see and feel
themselves to be sinners, they go to worl to jus.
tify themselves by the deeds of the law, and hav.
ing tried to work out a righteousness of their own,
and found all their works to fail, they conclude
there can be no mercy for them ; but still they
cry for mercy, and in the Lord’s own time he se.|

cheeks, which tells in ton

&s not to be misunder.

veals Jesus to them, and gives them faith to be-

brethren, pray ye the Lord that be will rouse us

t, be of

o'his rest, hie also. hath céased
id: “Hesrewsiv. 10,

[thought I would bid, my brethren and sisters
trying to write
ng I cannot

re, and seeing in
one of the late numbers of the Signs, a few lines;
composed on that rest that remaineth after deaths
and headed with the 9th verse of the fourth chap-
ter of Hebrews, to.which I could not- give my

{er,~much fo; tion
my satisfaction, I am more and more confirmed in
the belief that it has allusion to that rest into
which believers enter when they believe, when
they are brought to give up all hopes of being

Yes, sinners must

lieve in him; then they cease fromn their own
works, and enteginto rest ; believing in and re.
{ceiving Jesus ag the W e Trath, and the Life;
receiving him as having satisfied the demands of
law and justice, and as having broughtiin‘an ever-
lasting righteousness for all them that &elieve in
him ; andgas be has said, “,Cozge unto me all ye

tf*»‘!h'af labor and are heavy laden, andI will give you
‘|rest; take my yoke upon you, andl learn of me,

for 1 am meck and lowly in heart, and ye shall

find rest to yoursouls,” so it is evident the poor

smfburde_ne’d% souls.laboring with ‘the burden. of -
their sins, must be brought to reneunce, their own’
works ; must:be:brought to give up all- hopes -of
being justified by the deeds of the law, and to res
“fceive Jesus by faith, and Oy what.a_gletio t
|itis for the poor souls “who have been
|see thewmselves justly condemned,:wh ;
ter by faith into that rest that rémeiteth for the

“Ipeople of God. 'The Sabbath day was typical

of this rest, on which yourself and brother Trott

have written much to my satisfaction, so much so,
that it is needless for such a poor; blundering, ig-
norant creature as me to say any thing on -that
head ; ‘a rest into which no arminian ever entered,
because they are always gathering sticks to kindle.
fires of their own, and comégassihg themselves
about with sparks of their owst kindling, saying,
aha! we have seen the fire, w8 4re warm : and
they say they must keep themselves from falling,
and contend that they may finally fll away;
which shows they have not faith, without whichit
is impossible to please God; For he that cometh
to God must believe that heis, and that he isa re-
warder of them who diligently seek him. Yes,

1 +he
Yiis

3
anye

) ¥
i 2nd

20240

LY

the

eonsness, fhelr
. and
redeemed themn from the curse of

the law, being made a curse for them ; and as hav.
ing obtained eternal redemption-for them,; both

¥y 2
Kedernp.

body ; when he shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and “with
the trump of God : when their Saviour shall come
the second time without sin unto salvation, to re.
ceive them to himself; to live and reign with him
forever in the mansions of eternal bliss. It js
vain to try to persuade those who are resting in
Jesus that there will be no resurrection of the body;
for they are persuaded that, as he has entered the
grave, and risen trihmphaﬁntly over death and the
grave, so they shall be raised by his mighty power,
land shall sing” the song of triumph—Oh death !
where i thy sting? oh grave! where is thy vic-
tory 7 v o

Brother Beebe, I leave these fow scattering
thoughts on this scripture to your disposal, with a
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desire that yourself, or some other one more able to ment%, as preached and believed by some of our
do justice to the subject, may be led to write more dear brethren, viz : That Jesus Christ was crea-
fully thereon, and remain, as ever, your unworthy | ted before this world was made, and did exist in
a material body, and his children were created in
; hlm, and were put forth, or created in Adam, and
that all who-were created, stood and fell in Adam,
Tesus Chnst died for, and will save, that thgy
have a right to heaven by relationship ; but the
extra production, or multiplied seed, was not crea-
ted in Adam. ner did they stand or fall in him,
and consequently were never under the law, &ec.
‘If they have any other thing against me,

brother, as I hope and lrust, in a crucified Saviour,
LLOYD KIDWELL.
Fairfaz C. H., Va., Feb., 1, 1845.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

. * Sellersburg, Ia., Jan. 24, 1845.

. Brofirer Beeex :—Through the tender mercy
“of God, I'am still numbered with the living, and
ny.-dittle family, enjoy good health. I also
rijoy the'high privilege of preaching the gospel
esus Christ, none daring to hinder or make me
“afraid : although 1 am not without opposition
from the new ofder of teachers and their adher.
ents. Inthis day of religious improvement, some
seem dsirous of being wise above what is written.
The preaching of some new or strange doctrines,
intermixed with a display of vain philosophy, is
very popular with many ; while others choose a
more plain way to suit the patural mind. But
“there are some who will hear and preaeh Jesus and

nothing else among the people; Testifying re-
pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ. Holding forth Christ as the Way,
"-the Truth, and the Life. Making their faith man-
" ifest by th_eii' works, in all lowliness, godly conversa-
tion and honesty ; faithfully discharging duty in
all thmgs, to God and to man; trusting to thn
blessed promise

fiesh ye shali die; but if ye mrough the bpmt
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” 1
do not unvderst’an)d him to speak of eternal death,
but of that lifeless state, in regard to the cause of
Christ and ordinances of the gospel, and spiritual
which a living after the flesh is cal-
duce; a lack of sweet fellowship
: jon with God and his people ; lifeless
in regard to honoring their heavenly Father, and
a disposition to gratify the carnal mind, wounding
their own souls, and grieving their brethren, by
bringing reproach upon the cause of Jesus Christ
which they have espoused—exposing themselves to
be drawn astray, and to give heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils, and to turn away
their ears from the truth, and be turned unto fa-
bles. Inthisstate, they will sometimes even be-
'come offended with faithful brethren for warning
them against false doctrines, and become their en-
emies because they te!l them the truth. Butweare
directed to reprove them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith,  And you, my faithful breth-
ren, know these things by experience, as well as
myself. At this very time I am not permitted to
preach in some meeting houses, because, as I sup-

pose, I have set my face and raised my "voice

an

&e.
they have not let me know it;

or triak..

ly so.

and persecuted for Jesus’ sake.

reproach.
but we seek one which is to come.

cised thereby.

the Living God.
ter they stand or fall.

country,) to worship God in their own way,
we ask for ourselves the same liberty.

we desire to walk in him.

been taught; not of . men¥ hut of God;

phy and vain deceit.”

shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

against the Twae Seed doctrine, and its improve-

AS &
have received Christ Jesus, the Lord, event s?) ‘do

Rooted sand built up
in him, and established in the faith as we have
and
abounding therein with thanksgiving. Butlet us
r« Beware lest any man spoil us through philoso-
Let us not refuse him that
speaketh; for if they escaped not who refused
him that spake on earth, much more shall not we
escape if we turn away from him that speaketh
from heaven, whose voice then shook the earth;

and he hath promised, saying, Yet once more, 1

but they have re-
jected me without any regular course of dealing
The Little Flock Church, of which I
am a member, which is the largest in our (Lost
River) Association, and some other churches,
have protested against the said doctrine, or main-
So you perceive, I am not left quite alone;
God has reserved for himself a few witnesses who
are ready and willing to raise their voices against
such heresy, and they are willing to be rejected
For as Jesus suf.
fered without the gates, we should be willing to
him c1ucxﬁed and these are determined to know go forth unto him without the camp, bearing his
For, here we have no continuing city,
No chastning
for the present seemeth joyous, but grievous;
nevertheless, it afterwards yields the peaceable
fruits of righteousness unto them that are exer-
Wherefore, lift up the hands
w"nch harmr down, and strengthen the f‘oome k""m

springing up trouble us, and thereby many be de
filed ; and let us pray God, that t‘hose of our dear
brethren who have gone astray may return unto
But if they will not, they can

‘only pursue their own course, for it is to their mas® b
They have a legal right, ‘
(according to the constitution and laws of our é

Al

though there has been a- great-shaking, and re-
moving of things that are made, yet there are
things which cannot be shaken, which'do remain.

We hope we have received a kingdom that cannot
be moved; let us have grace whereby we may

ddwells all the 1

serve God acceptably, with reverence and Godly
fear, for our God is a consuming fire. - We wish
to sit under our’vine, and under our fig tree, for
such shall not be afraid; for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it. We read of a peopie
walking, every man.in the name of his god ; but
may it be'our privilege to walk in the name of the
Lord our God. Our blessed Redeemer says, I am
the Vine, and every branch in me that beareth
not fruit, he taketh away ; but every branch that’
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring
forth more fruit. And again,—The branch can-
not bear fruit of itself, exeept it abide in the vine;
no more can ye, excepi@@ abide inme. I 'am
the Vine, ye are the branches ; he thatabideth in
meand Lin him, the same bringeth forth. much
fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing. If a
man abide net in me, he is cast forth as a branch, -
and is withered, and men gather them and. cast
them into the fire, and they are burned. If ve
abide in me, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shali -
be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified,
that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my dis-
ciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I
loved you ; continue ye in my love; if ye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my love:
evenas I have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in hislove. These things have I spoken

unto you that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full.
We understand that, In the begmnmg was

ave received and glace for

£ hig folness w
Ci 218 xuujﬂoa W

glace. s So then i s,f‘ By grace ye are saved,
throu\“ﬁpﬁ/mth that not of' yourselves, itis the
g

hath saved us, and -called
works, but according to
which was givenus in
id began.” Therefore
icu- of God standeth sure, having‘
seel, the Lord knoweth them that are his;
very one that nameth the name of the
,ord, depart from all iniquity.” ¢ But in a great”
house there are not enly vessels of gold and sil-
ver, but also of wood and of earth ; and some to
honor and some to dishonor.”” And the "Apostle
says, “If a man purge himself from these, he
shall be a vessel to honor, sanctified and meet for
the Master’s use ; and prepared unto every good
work.” Then let us follow rightecusness, faith,
charity, and peace, with them that call on the
Lord, out™of. a pure heart, And let no 'man de-
ceive us with vain wo'fd* “because of these-
things cometh the wrath 30d upon the. chil-
dren of disobedience. And if we are called to
suffer for his sake, let our conversation be as be.
cometh the gospel of Christ. Let us stand fast
in one spirit, with one iind, striving together for
the faith of-the gospel, but net for the faith of

men. That we be no more children tossed to and
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fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by the slight of men and cunmning craftiness
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. We read
of a wide gate and a broad way, but they lead to
destruction ; and many go in thereat: but we al-
so read of a straight gate and narrow way which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
Dear brethren and sisters, Jesus, the -immacu.
late Lamb of God, is‘the only Door, the only
Way, the only Truth, and the only Life.
is no other eternal life but Jesus. He isthe Word!s
of Life; that eternal life which was with the
Father, & was manifested unto us, as we hope &
trust. 'The things vgphiave experienced, declare
we unto you, that you may also have fellowship
with us; and we believe that onr fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.—
And these thiﬁgs write we unto you, that cur joy
_may be full.  No other life could have answered
the demands of divine Justice. No other death.
could have effected an atonement for the people
of Ged, for his ‘blood cleanseth from all sin.—
This Jesus, who was crucified and raised {rom the

o made, &c.

There| &

country would allow, and sometimes even “viola-
ting the laws of the land, and the older I grew,
the bolder in sin I became. I have" often argued
with people against the existence of a’ hell, and
sportud with the 1dea, and cha them to

the Spirit of (
is: and thatﬂ

in Genesis iii. 45, and is in subsuanoe e same:
that is held and preached at this day : “Ye shalll
not surely die ” .Orin the modern version, Ye
siall surely "be saved. But I would advise those
who hold tha tdoctnne, as Christ warned the Jews;
“ Search the scriptures, for in‘them ve think ye

me.?

In the year 1843, my companion became
troubled in regard to her lost estate; this led me.
to act as though the devil bad full power over me.
I tried all-the plans X could invent to pe.suade her

dead, is the Stone which was set at ‘naught by
the Jewish builders, but has become the head of]
the corner.  Neither is there salvation in any
other; for there is no other name given uader
heaven, among men, whereby we must be saved.

May the Holy Spirit be with us, lead us info all

‘trath, and enable you, iny dear brother, to conduct] to

the m]bhmtmn of vour vﬂuabie paper in all meek-,
iod and the good of his
= poor, but I hopea hum.

’ i o

What the Lmd has Q‘O’le "0: me. I _was broughi_:’
up in Litchfield co., Ct., under the England
Blue Laws, where the people were compﬂl’eﬂ i)
pay tribute to Ceesar, or a tax to-su prort the “es.
tablished ~order of priesteraft. I W compelled
to attend the Presbyterian mesting, anlifrom
their pulpit heard” frequeutiy predohed the doe
~ trine of unlimited atonemest, in subsiance,- that|:
* Christ had died for all men. When I was about |
ten years of age, a Uaiversalist preacher came in-
to the place, and preached that the Saviour died|g
for all mankind, and that not one drop "of his
blood had been shed vain ; and therefore all
mankind would finally be saved. By reading the
Bible I became satisfied that all for whom Christ
had died would ultimately be saved; and as]
‘aad never heard it disputed, that he died for 2 all, 1
of course became andas I thought|
all men were say concmhed that all pleacb-
ing was foolish and unnecesealy, and"I be.
‘came more and more confirmed in my universa.
lism. The effect this docirine produced on me,
was to remove. all restraint, and I thought that I

iversalist;

could do as I pleased with - impu unity;. So I went|

on in the most sinful course that the laws of the

rool, Wotone Crgature,—a poor, guilty worm of the

% had talked ir such a manner to them.

to quit going to hear preaching ; but all in vain;

L could not hinder ber from going to meeting.—.
Finally, I was told by the meighbors that ske was
guing to join the Old Scheol Baptlst Chureh; and
this made me very angry.

I first tried to coax
her to give it up, but to no purpose; next I tried!
frighten her, and I threatened to kili myself if
she joined the church; butin this I was also un.
I then told her that if she was de-
termined to be baphzed “that t')e moment Eldei

successful.

dust.  This“¥asin May, 1843; but by the time
my wife was ready to offer te the church, which
was the first of July, I was constrained to also of.

fer myself as a candidate for baptism and mem-

bership with the church; but I could not think
that the members could fellowship me, because 1

But the
1"Qad,S’tys, Repent and be baptized, and I found
the chﬂc?en of God to be of a forgiving spirit,

and they: forgave my railing against them; and
$0 they received i d m“yself and wife were

paptized by Elder H

The Lord is a merciful Goii, or else, when I was
| going oy, rolling sir as a sweet morsel under wy’
tongue, he would have cut me off, and cast me
down fo the perdition of ungodly men. But

through his mercy he called'me to speak his praise,
and sound abroad his fame,”
I have been receiving the ngns for the last
year, and I bless the Lord for providing a wa
through which we may hear from brethren of the

same falth and how they travel through this un.
friendly woxld

I remain your friend
And brother in Christ,
WILLIAM LARE.
Liberty, Sullivan co., N. ¥, Feb. 9, 1845,

"in any measureshe may see fitto-adopt to p
tlransportation of the mail on'the Sebbagh, and gave

have eterna] life, and they are they that testify of !

EDITOREAL.

NEew-VErNoN, NEW-YOR_K-, Marca 1, 1845.

[coxTivuED FROM Pacm 81.]

Tue SasBara.—In our last number, we called

| the attention of our feaders to a proposition, made
by those whb style themselves Sfriends of  the
*6; Sabbath, to Hon. C. A. Wyckliffe, Post Master

(xenelai of the United States ,offering to sustain hi
1bit the

ourreasens for holding thatsuchanatt
fidelity and virtue of a high functionar
ernment fasters the crime of ireasen upon {|

ter of the letter and those public journals which
have indorsed the guarantee. The writer hints
+4 clamor might be attempted, but those whe N
attempt to raise it would find themselves in
a miserable and hopeless minority. It is worthy
of remank, that this letter writer, as well as the
people for whom he acts, claims tobe a true pai-
riot, philanthropist, & christian, yet with all his &
thewr patriotism they would induce our public offi--
|cersto pursue a course in opposition to”the laws
1of Congress, which he is sworn to obey ; and with
all their philanthropy and christianity, they would
{exult in the misery and despair which’ they -
would inflict upon a minority of the people. of
this country. ~But does not the American Con.
stitution regard the religious rights of a minority
as being equally sacred with those of a majority 7
And can that be patriotism, which would trample
upon tho rights of a minorifv

isho

‘"owpver miserahls

When the
Puritans banished Roger Williams from™ théir col
ony, to return enly on pain of death, Wllhams
was in a miserable and hopeless mig

tion by Wmch bot 1 may be ldentlﬁed

when they hung the Quakers, dro
ted witches, whipped and'i 1mpuson
dragged innocent and unofferding males and fe.
ales through the streets, tied to cart-tails, stripped
to their waists, and scourged with whips and pitch.
ed ropes until their flesh was horribly mangled,
{confiscated the property of those who were con.
victed of entertaining non-conformists, & exposed
young men and gitls for sale for refusing to in-
sult their Maker by participating in their mock.
worship, these sufferers were but @ miserable and
hopeless. minority., Ourmodern sabbatarians love
to cherish the memory of their puritan fathers,

ywhose outrageous viclence put savage intolerance

to the blush. They refer tothem as models - of

patriotism, p«nlantbropy, and religion to be capied
at this day '

Whatevel may be. the object of those who ars

+{laboring to revive the dlue laws -of the East, and

to force our rational government to succumb te
ecclesiastical dictation, the end which their efforts
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glory of God, and the good of mankind, (which
48 more than we can in conscience do,) still the
true tendency of their efforts is to prostrate the
diberties of the people which were obtained at the;
expense of much blood and treasure ; {'or, accor-
ding to 'tfleilt own showing, & majority cannot rule
'~ in this matter without leavinga minority in & mis.
' k{:ferab}e and hepeless«condition. ‘ ;
'The Pharisees of old were said to have a- zeal
~of God, but not-according to knowledge, and - this
we conceive.to be as much as we canin truth say,
-of these of modern times. Their zeal is truly wor.
‘thy of a better cause ; but that it is not in har.
‘mony with knowledge appears frem- their exention -
#o perpetuate a rite which God has #bolished, and
‘of continuing the type which has given place to
dts anti-type, and the shadow after the real sib.
stance has come. @f these .it may be said as of
‘the-others, They do greatly err, not knowing the
‘scriptures, nor the power of God. 1f we could
‘agree with our medern sabbatarians that the law
of God requires of the gentiles to observe the fifst
‘day of each week as a sabbath day; still we
~should oppose the intarference
-ery as we cannot admit that fis

ander the gospel dispeusation, is
Force the religious observanee of divi
there is not a precept to be found

of the secular pow.

€ Civiy

m

Py
SJisirate,

he

«af God which designates the first day of the wesk

are calculated to secure must™be an unhallowed|we believe - that with all other types belonging to
‘connection of the state with the church,—of the|the legal dispensation, it has realized its accom-
secular with the divine law. Should we admit plishment, and given place to its antitype. No
#hat their efforts are dictated by a desire for the]person.of spiritiial understanding can read the

| finished transgression, amade .an end .of sin,

epistle. te-the Hebrews, without heing convinced
that the sabbath of the former dispensation was
typical of the Gospel. There the Apostle, very
explicitly shows, thatas 'God frst finished the
work of creation, and then «eased from all the]
work which he had made, andrested on the seventh
day, so Jesus in the redemption of his church has

fulfilled all the jots and tittlesof the law, borne all
its penalty, and cried out upon the cross It s
finished.” “By one offering he bas perfected for.
ever all them that are sanctified ;” he having fin.
ished his work has rested from it all, as God did
{rom his, in creation ; has forever sat down on the
right hand of God, &e., and there remaineth no
more sacrifice for.sins, And again, in the experi-
ence of the children of God, frem the time they
are quickened by the Holy Ghost, unil they are
made to rejoice in the assurance that they are
born of God, is a time of toil and labor, they work,
and they do all their work; forthey faint and die;
but Jesus says to such, “Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, end I will give
vourest ; take my yoke upon you, and learn. of

Foap T v
) v i

me

-as a sabbath day. If thefeis let it be pro
and our opposition shall‘céase =t

e

Gucea,

snce.

forever throughout their geno
tament is very clear.

e ¢

wine law which God snjoined on Israel are
. ‘binding on the gentiles, or they are not ; if bind-
ing at all the day is established, ¢ But the seventh
«day is the sabbath of the Lord, thy God,” [Exod.
irx. 10.] and that day dlone will answer. It is
as some have asserted, merely “one seventh
of the time ;” for the very day was designa-
‘ted in reference to a special event which could
e set forth by the observance of no other day
~«of ‘the week, viz; God rested on the seventh day
from all the work he had made. It is therefore to
‘mock God, for us to pretend to cbserve the sabbath
while we pay no regard to the day which he has

appointed.  This is setting our wisdom above
this : “ making void the law of God, by ocur tra.
«dition.”  Ttisvain to attempt to sustain a first
«day sabbath by reference to the 4th command.
ment or any other command of God, recorded in
the Old .or New Testament. No such day is
<designated. But the reader may demand of us,
by what authority we observe the first day of the
week, for the public worship of ‘God ? to which
enquiry we will reply that, if we observed any
sparticular day, asa sabbath day, it should be the
:seventh and not the first day of the week ; but.as

@

RS

bath.  So under the gospel, nothing belonging to
the siz days, or legal covenant—no efforts to su.
percede the Spirit’s work in warming the ‘hearts of
God’s children, can be allowed according to the
gespel—nor -are christians to ‘think their own
thoughts, or order their own speech—but from the
boundless fulness of Christ their Head they re-.
ceive both the preparation of the heart and “the

t they have try
and this Sabbath ds perps
their ¢

hassaid, “ This is the day that the Lord has
we will rejoice and be-glad init.” ‘The gospe:
pensation is frequently in scripture =alled .
that day, &c. Tt was ushered in after Jo
Baptist had appeared, as the harb; ;
Lord, by thecoming of Christ. Chy
it was wittten of hire, asthe Sun of y
ness, with'healing*in his wings; and i his
light, and he is the Lightot the world, Fron:
a flood of living light pours forth its lueid rays
to the hearts of all who have entered into that »<
which he bas provided for those who believe.
In darkest shades, if ‘He:appears,
Their dawning is begun ;
He is their soul’s sweet Morning Star,
.And He's theirrising Sun. *

‘His presence with the believer const
which the Lord has made, in which
joice and are glad. Butall legalists sre
breakers ; they cannot discriminate hoiwe
oldness of the letter and the newness of 1he
it. The heavenly Sabbath of believers in
is not peculiar te any day or nightin the w
*Tis his sweet beams create their 1
If he withdraw ’tis night.

Curreason then for woi‘shipping God o
day of the week, is the sameas that
ping him on cther days; and we att
sacredness to the day, than we do to

]

B s
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» for the ho

then, the Apostie ¢
cause -of unbeiief.
type; as (be type presented a day of rest to the
physical powers of a carnal race—so the gospel
presents rest to the-souls of a spiritual people; as
in the type no work was allowed, so in the gospel,
works as a ground of justification before God are
excluded, and the .performance of the rites and
ceremonies of the abrogated Zaw in the king.
dom of Jesus Christ, is a violation of the spiritual
Sabbath ; and  as the Sabbath breaker under the
law was not suﬁ'eredg? o live, so the legal work.|
monger under the gospel is to be put away from
the fellowship of - the church, No fires were to be|
kindled in the habitations of the children of Is-
rael, nor were they allowed to think their own
thoughts, or speak their-own words on the Sab-

K]
T

held it to be a Sabbath, we wouid not vi

Jews were not perniiited to go out of ii
tations ; - but because we are liborated
law, and are now at liberty to meet teget
secial devotion. Wealso haye Apostolic
for meeting on that day, and we love to copy lhe |
examples.of the Apostles and primutive saints.—

We are not, however, confined to the ;
for as opportunity serves, we meet on .oth
and nights in the week, and consider

as on the first; and if we have not bee::
deceived, we have enjoyed as much co
with Grod,-and sweet fellowship with his
other seasons - of worship as on the fire:
But we are sSometimes interrogate
not pursue our worldly avocations on the
of the week, if we attach. po particular
ness toit?
before, that day is among the seasons

“ahbath, for

heir

-

cXan

f

m

7

d,

Oune reason is, because, as

et apart for social worship, and we pay :
L/
espect to it that we do to other seasons w

we beleive that the Jewish sabbath was figurative

answer of the toggbe.';‘No human legislature can

S

et apart for the same purpose. - Ancther re
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ceéause that day is generally regarded by the
_w7orld, and by the Scribes and Pharisees of the
ent age, as a suitable day for religious exer-
.ises; and as the Apostles of our Lord availed
:hemselves of the Jewish seventh day Sabbath, to
-5 into their synagogues topreach Jesus, notwith-
:'sandi.ng their conviction that these Jewish rites
wore abolished with the hand writing of-orninan-
+z9, 50 we set that day apart for the public exerci-
ses of the charch, and to preach Jesus and the
Hesurrection to the people.

The idea advanced by the advocates of a legal
“abbath that, those who are commanded to keep
‘e day holy, are by the law permitted to do
works. of necessity and mercy on that day, is
vithout seriptural warrant. If thelaw which en-
-wined a Sabbath upon Israel, is obligatory on us,

s arernet allowed to do any work, on any pre-
tinoe whatever.  When the Israelites kept the
“vw strictly, they were never exposed to such lia.
as would render such works necessary, or
). The express condition of that cove-
th Israel, which erjoined the observance
Sabbath day, was exemption from famine,
i, and pestilence, if they obeyed the law;
sere to have plenty of corn, wine -and oil.

arded thus from s;ckness, ‘want and surprise,
: \,fwuld‘?z be no occasion fer a modxﬁcac\

Lyes

(N

death, and resurrection of our Lord; only procu-

red the materials out of which Christ can now
make an atonement for such.as apply to him for
atonement—* That Christ has died for all sin-
(not even excepting devils as we can see,)
That as
“scon as our great High Priest atenes for a sinner
he is forgiven.”” Upon this new perversion of the
scripteres, Mr. Wheelock and his New Schodl
brethren are enabled to shoot ahead of Arminius,
Wesley, Claike, and Fletcher, and leave them far
in the distance. With these views of the atone.
ment he says to the deaa sinper, “ If unconverted,
reader, go to Christ, your ‘great High Priest,—
Tell him you are a wretch undone, and ask him
to atone for your sins that you may be forgiven.—
Go in confidence, for he says that * Him that com-
eth he will in no wise cast out,”” &c. Sec how
deceitfully he handles the scriptures. Why dis.

jointthe text? Christ says all that the Father
giveth me shall come to me ; and himthat cometh
I will in no wise castout:” and that the Father
has given him power over all flesh, that he should
give eternal life {o as many as the Father has giv.
en him. But, Wheelock continues, “.He,/

1.1(Christ,) % has been waiting and ready to a‘tone
for your sins ever since your first :

ners,”’
% but atones for none until they repent.”

the law to suit contmcenmeb. Mo ox or

snimal could fall into & pit and need pullis
on the Sabbath day, if they adhered sivictly
hm o that the reproof of Christ to ihe

'bo eharged him and his disciples with do
ing the Sabbath, when he interrogated ther
* Which of you having an bz'o’fqﬁ"ﬁiss fallen
a pif, do not pull him cut on the Sabbath <a
was not a decision that such work might bs don
‘with impunity,but to show their hypocrisy.inchar,
gl ng him & hisdisciples with what they were guiltyof.

It is even so with our modera old covenanters,
while according to their theory they are under
tho Sinai covenant—yet they will gather sticks,
kindle fires, teach schools, peddle arminian ser-
mons, pass round the plate or box, to gather
money, and in various other ways subject them-
; selves to the penalty of death by that law which
: they claim as their rule.” Themselves, their sons
apd davghters, their man-servants and maid-ser-
vanis, oxen and asses, are all put to some ser-
vice, which the law forbade the children of Israel
te do on the Sabbath day; and yet they would
have «law passed to inflict fines and penalties on

£

4

a8
of

observing that and all other days, accor-
the dictates of their own consciences.

aded in the Ranner and Pioneer, as some-
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the west. Wheelock denies that Christ
or made an atonemeut by being “ deliv.

> for our offences, and raised again for our
ization.” He holds that thei mcarnatlon, life,

heir neighbors for exercising their constitutional

®uw Scuoor BAPTIST VIEWS OF THE ATONE-
r.—-A short time since we saw the absurd and
cus views of A. Wheelock of New York

ited to the wishes of the New School Bap-

When Fou bave been asteep and
when rejolcing in bealth and
when cereless

in awakenip“"; :

g by mgnt at every

saivation.’ What de ;:rh ,LaE siu
paper, te go out as bam do
iciaim its emanation froma i

Baptist minister !

st
man pro

O Shame ! where is thy blush?
But another writer over the anonymous signature
% Alpha,” in the “Cross and Journal,” denies
that the atonement of Christ takes away the
guilt of those for whom it was made ; and malkes
no distinction, as we can perceive, between atone-
ment and pardon. He labors long and hard to
establish the position that the sins of the people
of God could not be transferred to Christ, as that
would make Christ-a. depraved and sinful being,
and according to our understanding of his argu-
ments, they go to establish the point, that the saints
in glory are as guilty as ‘though they had not
been represented in the death of Christ. Itis not
very surprising to us, that the New School Bap.
tisis should thus unequivocally renounce and dis.
card the distinguishing doctrine of the Baptists of
all former times, and step forth in a garment cut
and made to fit their deformities. The old Bible
doctrine of salvation by grace through the re-
demption of our Lord Jesus Christ, has always
pinched them under and about the arms, they
could not work well insuch a dress ; it has been
to them like a straight jacket to a maniac, so that
when they have had occasion’ to work, in getting
up revivals, &c., they have uniformly been com-
ipelled to put off their coat of old' fashioned doc.

fo
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trine before they could do much. And those who
now contend that the blood of Christ cleanseth us
us from all sin, removes and forever puts away all
guilt from those for whom it was shed, are pointed
at by the New School as being too tight laced,
only because their loins are girt abont with truth. -

Forgiveness simply considered only exempts
from consequences, and .does not remove guilt,

and henee the neeessity of blood. If a man be:

ling convicted of muxder, and condemned to die’

should receive a pardon, he would still be a mur.
‘derer, and as guxlty as thourfh he were hanged
bift Christ has borne the sins of his people in his"
own body on the cross, and bas put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself, and brought in everlasting
righteousness for his people ; by 'his stripes they
are healed. He has justified many, fot he has
borne theiriniquities. He gave hiroself for us;
says the Apostle, that he might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecuhar
people, zealous of good works., Therefore to pu-
rify, as well as to free from penalty, was included
in the sacrifice of Christ, or else, though by his
suffering for us we might be saved from the pen..
alty of the law, yet it would not prepare us for
heaven or the en‘)oyment of spiritual things.

: ibb s and Journal con-

scheme devised by
ads of punishment
snd yet the sinner
mishment was te
sin.  If any expe-
would answer that
{tintion of the threat-
upan transgressors, then that penalty

wath,.a-zgg mercy might be exer.

fnite wisdom has
e Christ has laid down
f ‘. By his death the
evil of sin has been made to appear in a light infi-
nitely more strong than it could have 'lppcard in
the condemnation of the world. By doing this ke
has magnifted the law and made it honor able, ak-
though its threatened execution of death to the
sinner s dispensed with. By Christ’s death pub.
lic justice is satisfied  The evils of which we
have followed from the pardon of the sinner
out an an atonement are guarded against. A
now God can be just—just to himself—just"to his
own character, as the govenor of the Universe
and yet forgive sinners for Christ’s sake.
ALPHA.”
According to this doctrine, there is nothing
cleansing in the blood of Christ, it was onlyan ex-
pedient resorted to in the extremity of the case—
to make known how much God hates sin; and
this being made manifest, his own veracity can be
dispensed with. He has said, “thesoul that sin-
neth shall die ;” but this sentence was only to
show how much God hates sin, and by the death
of Christ, although the sins of his people were
not laid upen him, Alpha says there was no trans.
fer, and his brother Wesley says there is no im-
putation; the penalty of the law is dispensed
with. But how did Ged’s hatred to sin appear in
bruising his Son, if Christ did not bear the sios
of his people, or in other words, if they were not
tracsferred or imputed to him?
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Well, now suppose we drive this argument, if
arguinent it be, a little further in its legitimate
course. According to Wheelock and Alpha, some
sinners will not be benefitted by the death of
Christ—they will obstinately  refuse, reject, sin
away their day of grace, &c.,and what is to be-
come ef them? " These gentlemen have con-
signed them to hell! “But what for? Certainly
not to show God’s hatred to sin, for this was fally
_demonstrated in the sufferings of Christ: not to
punish them ; for the only object of punishment
-contemplated in the law was werely to show that
" God hates sin, and that object is secured without
punishing sinnersat all. =~
Again: If the only object of punishment is as
stated by Alpha, might we not expect, that at the
last ‘day, it would be sufficient to exhibit God’s
hatred to sin, to simply uncover the burning lake,
or might we not look for some otheir expedient to

secure thisebject, without the actual infliction of

the sentence of divine Justice upon the guilty ?
Would not the Baptists of former ages been
startled at.the blasphémy of such “doctrines, ban.
-died abaut as Baptist doctrine? It seems to be
the design of these gentlemen, to make it appear
that the salvation of men depends alone upon
themselves ; that they have all power; for if the
‘death of Christ is effectual in the salvation of sin.
ners, it must effect the salvation of all for whom
he died. And if he has died for any who are not
saved, it foliows that his death was not that which
saves sinners, and ‘the salvation -of those who are
saved must depend on something else, and that
something else must be so far superior to the blood
of Christ, as to effect what that blood has failed
toeffect. Well, what do they held that something
€lse to be? Mr. Wheelock, in the extract we
 have given, says Christ has been ready and wait.
ing ever since the first transgression. And again,
he says, that Christ “ has given himself in death
as a propitiatory sacrifice for all sinners, in order
that as many of them as repent and believe may
be saved ; and that God may be just in pardoning
ibem.” Then all depends upon their repenting
and believing ; not on the blood of Chriét or the
atonement : for Wheelock says they must repent
nd believe before Christ will make an atonement
Tor them.

Repentance is not held by him as it was taught by
the Apostles, asa gift of God, for which Christ is
-exalted a Prince & Savior, to give it to Israel with
remission of sins; nor does he hold, that faith is
#he fruit of the Spirit; but thatbothare works of
the dead sinner, and conditions on - which Christ
proffers tosave all mankind, The sinner must do
something before he does any thing; he must
have life before he begins to live; and this doing
so much before any thing is done, is that on
which he must depend for salvation,. We might

- pursue the subject and expose many of the absur-
-dities of this new divinity scheme ; but perhaps,

our readers would be more edified and befter sat.
isfied with something else.

Nore.—Elder Christian Kaufman of Ohio,
Flder H. West, an explanation of 1John v. 7
she Signs of the Times,

desires .of
s through
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“SHEET ANCHOR, =~ -
“So, the Sheet Anchor, publishe ‘Boston, and
edited dy the seaman’s chaplain, the Rev. C. W.
Denison, isintended to be the sailor’s hope of safety
from the-dangers of a lee shore. Everysailor there-
fore should have this Sheet. Anchor, and stow it
away in his chest, when he goes to_sea, along: with|
his Bible, and he will be secure from danger and|
when on shore its gxcellent advice will preserve
him from harm.”—Baptist Record. :

We pity the poor sailors or landsmen who are,
left to trust in such a Sheet Anchor as Charles
W. Denison, or any other arminian is able to
manufacture for them. When the prophet ex-
claimed, “ O, the Hope of Israel and the Salvation
thereof”’ ! he did not allade to Denison’s paper, nor
can it be said in truth, of it, “ This hope we have as.
an anchor of the seul, sure and steadfast’” &ec. Chs.
W. Danison’s paper, and the Bible (what a contrast)

for him safety on the high seas, ‘and security from
danger waen on shore. Could such an extraet
as the above be found in the publications of the
Catholics, ir reference to
whole prote

any of ‘their papers the
stant world would ring with the cry,

“ Popery |

1

EXTRACT.
“THE UNKNOWN PILOT.

¢ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ¥

I resollect, that, when a lad; I was crossing the
East River from New York to Brookiyn, on a ve.
vy foggy day, in a small ferry.boat. My father
and several other individuals, belonging to the
some society with himself, were desirous of going
to Flushing, on Long Island, to attend a meeting,.
It was necessary, therefore, to cross the river ear-
ly,and when we arrived at the foot of Fulton
street, we found that the steamboat had just left
the wharf.  Being unwilling to wait for its
return, we made a company, with_ the passengers
who stood on the ground, sufficient to tempt
the ferryman to put off in a small boat, ard con-
vey usacross the river.  The ferryman hesitated
for some time, but at length the offer of a suffi-
cient reward induced him to set out. “The reason
of_ their objection to starting was that the thick
fog rendered the passage uncertain. They could
scarcely see from one end of the boat to the other ;
and much they feared that they would lose their
way, and row about the river for several hours to
no purpose.

At length we set out, the ferrymen maguifying
the dfficulties of the passage as much as possible
in order to enhance the value of their services.
When wo first left the wharf, a stranger stepped
towards the stern of the boat, and took-the helm.
Every eye was fixed ‘on him who had assumed
this responsible station from which every passen-
ger had shrunk.  But now that one of their num.
ber had seen fit to take the command of the boat,/
on whose skill and knowledge solely depended the
success of our little woyage, every one was dis-
posed to criticise him. There could be no doubt
thatif he failed to bring ussafely to the landing.-
place on the opposite side of the river, he would
be obliged to endure the reproaches of every  one
w10 had embarked.—Indeed, it was soon perceiv-
ed some were unable to wait for his failure before
they gave vent to their feelings. “Thinking it a
matter of certainty that he could not find the
way to the ferry stairs through a fog as impenefra-
ble as midnight darkness, they began to murmur

i
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to.be stowed away in the sailor’s chest, will insure]|

{evince their uneasiness, by casting glances at each

other; which were noticed by the passengers, and
‘tegarded as prognostic of ill success. One of
the passengers then asked the stranger at the heirm,
if_he did not think he was going too far up the
river, ‘The stranger bowed and made answer -
that if any -other gentleman present wished. ic
‘take the helm, he would resign it to. his charge ;-
from which it was readily inferred that so long as
be held his place, he intended to be guided solely °
by his own 'judgement. This answer silencod
complaint for a time, as no other individual feit
disposed to relieve him of his responsibility, Bt
the uneasiness of the passengers increased as we
proceeded ; and when we became entirely surrous-
ded by a fog, and ne: objeet in sight by which
our courseeould be “directed, the murmurs and
conjectares of the little company were sudibly ex-
pressed. ' : v
“ Why don’t he put the helm up,” said ope,
nestling in his seat.-
“ We shall come out somew
yard,” said another. : . ,
“ He had better let the helm go,and trust to ths
ferryman,” said a lady present. = .-
“ Why don’t he keep the tiller to him,”
elderly black woman anxiously. :
As the stranger paid no attention to ihess
marks his silence was set down for obstinzcy ;
and I am afraid that a few observations “were ad.
ded which somewhat exceeded the bounds of eiv-
tlity. ‘The stranger evidently heard these injori-
ous cbservations, for he made answer sgain, that
if any gentleman wished to take the holin he
would resign it to his hands. Just about ihis time
a dark object appeared on the water, andigs if be.
came more visible through the fog, it was r
nised as a vessel which lay at anchor hetwees ¢
landing places on each side of the river. This
copvinced every one that, so far, the stranger had
gone as correctly as if the bright sun had shgge, -
unclouded, upon the river: and silence was =t
once restored. All murmurs were hiished; satis,
faction appeared upon every visage.. But the
vessel soon faded agan in the mist, and again
nothing but fog and water surrounded s,  Dis.
satisfaction once more prevailed, and the stecrs:
man received a great many instruciions in his
duty, to which he paid no heed, and oniy returned
the answer, as before, that he was will g 1o re.
sign his station to any one that weuld accept it.
After a great deal of fretting and nee dis
composure, the travellers perceived land diml
emerging- through the dense fog of the morning
Shapeless and unusual as every thing sppeared,
is no wonder that some had imagined they L
reached the navy yard, abbut a mile ahove t
landing place. But all doubts were ai an e
when the prow of the boat struck the ferry sta
and we discovered that the stranger had conve:
us as straight asanarrow toourpoint of destinat
Many years have passed away since the oc
ance of this event, yet occasions which hav
ken place, have frequently brought it to my +
lection. When 1 find fault with the orderi
Providence—when I have heard them undr
to account for His decree, who maketh da
his pavilion,.and whose ways are past findin
when I see the good distressed, and 2pp
ready to murmur at the decrees of heaven,
member the man at the helm ; and say ¢
self, that however irscrutable may be th
Father of Life, and however he may sufic
ness and doubt to overshadow our souls, I
what is best for us; and makes all thin
together for good in the end. We have
at the helm of the Universe who can se
the mists that envelode us, and will brir |

here near the navy

said an

re.

.
the
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in anticipation, The ferrymen were the first to,

somed creation safe to (he haven of ete
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PoetvD.

OLD WINTER..

“With a bosom of proud content, -
#7 round his earpeted halls his eyes
With a rmseaning glance are sent; -
‘Forthe fire bBurns bright, and the'casements tal
‘Ave curtained with draperyvyare— - .
“Tus winds may howl'and the snows may fal
¢ what doth the rich man-care?

< You're welcotne, Old Winter ! the gay lad cries:
As he plunges into the snow, o

27 o’er the ice.bound streanlet flies, "o
‘Lile a shaft from the twanging bowy * '

Tor garmeﬁts' warm are about his form, |
And’his sport is rich and rare! o

£1d Winter may. blaster and rave and stormsy

But what doth the urchin care?

= Oh, Winter is drear!” the poor man cries

- As he wends along the'street, ..

“While the snow in his frost-nipped visage flies,
And benumbs his unshod feet!

* Gh, Winter is drear?” But there’s no one to hear

..=-PHe plea of the poorand old; :

Straight-on goesthe crowd with an unlistaing ear—

Iha patesif thebeggariscold? ©

it is Winter, and wo is me ¥ ~ </
widow exclaims, and clasps
] {vering orphans round hor'knee; -
3 wild and phrenzied grasp;.
h the frosted pane on the life-thronged way
1ghing erowd she sees;
srrily jingle the sleigh bells gay,
le the widow and orphans freeze !

finter is.drear ! O, yerich ne’er smile,
ny &imple and comely muse,

e tale of the poor man’s woes zevile,

! agtelping band refuse; ~ :

1 “has blest you with stores of gold,

- d'should not your thanks appear,

3 ielding thespoor from hunger and cold,
4 making their lives less drear ?

€. M. 8»

iE CHARACTER OF A HAPPY LIFE.

BY SIR HENRY WOTTON.

! Hoéw happy is he born and taught,

i 1./That serveth not another’s will,
Hoséatmor is his honest thought,
And simple truth his utmost skill :

Whose passions not his master’s are,
Whose soul is still prepared for death ;

Untied unto the world by care -
Of public fame, or private breath:

Who hath his life from rumors freed, .
Whese conscience is his strong retreat;

VWhose state can neither flatterers feed,
Nor ruin make oppressors great:

‘Who God doth late and early pray
More of his. grace than gifisto lend,

And entertains the harmless day,
With a religious book or friend.

This man is freed from servile hands:
Of hope to rise or fear to fall ;

Lord of himself, though not of lands,
And having nothing, YET HATH ALL.

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME.

Corme, Holy Spirit, come,
Mercies revealing ;

Make this cold heart thine home ;
Quicken its feeling :

Then shall my seng ascend

Softly to &od, and blend

With notes that never end,
Fhrough heaven pealing.

€Come, like a ray of light
Tranquilly beaming,

Chasing the shades of night,
Waking the dreaming.

@ive me again to see,

As it was wont to be,

His love who ransomed me,
¥rom the crossstreaming.

“Vowre welcome, Old Winter!” therich man eries, .

her L,in faith to go
fiere healing waters flow,
¢ill let me pleasures know,
Purest and brightest.
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OBLITTARY.

DIeD, .
¢ 215t day of December last, Mr. Lawrence Swoe,
, 70tk year of his age. The circumstances connected
the sudden demise of our brother are as follows. . He
ft home in the early part of the day, in apparently usual
"l health, and went to the village, about two miles from his
home, to gét some blacksmithing done. While at the
shop, the hands ‘were called to their dinuer, and brother
Swop proposed .to mend a’broken link'in a chain while
they were to be -absent ; he commenced blowing the. bel-
lows, and took bold of 4 hammer whichlay on tne bellows,
observed  that it was too heavy for him, and at the same

‘him instantly as he fell.
- Brother Swop had been. a member of the Regular Bap.
tist church-for. fifteen or twenty years past, and always
appeared to be ‘well established in the doctrine and order of
the gospel. - In: the latter part of his life, he seemed to
grow more alid raore attached to the Signs of the Times.

. NATHAN GREENLAND.

s L

" Diep, at Mottistown, N. J., on the 16th day of June
last, Mr. Jeresuan Berts, (of his age weare not informed,)
Brother Betts had been for ycars a member of the Bap-
tist church at Morristown, and continued his connection
with the church until she depatted from the faith and order
of the gospel, which she professed when he became a mem-
ber. ke had, as we understand, continued firm and un-
wavering in the defence of the truth, and afler he with.
drew from the church, and protested against her corrup-
tion and heresy, he suffered much reproach ‘and pergecution
for Christ’s sake. For many years past, we believe brother
 Betis was the only male disciple in the vicinity of Morris-
town, who “ stood in the way and inguired for the old
paths” of Zion.
rbelieve, is also an Old School Baptist, and other relativeste
feel their bereavement. ;
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FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TI\IES

ON FAITH.

Vow faith is"the substance of things hoped for, the
ewdence o? aahmgs not seen. Heerews x1. 1

BROTHER BEEBE :—T thought my pen was near-

“ 1y laid by, excepting for private correspondence.
I had concluded®he readers of the Signs were

tired of discussions; and pothing .ef -a dfferent

class seemed t6 present itself to my mind, But

‘bro. Johnson’s request thrcugh the Signs for my
“views of Heb. xi. 1, affords an occassion for agam

writing, which I readily embrace.

The Apostle having i the preceding part of

" this epistie drawn a comparison and a contrast be-
tween the carna] things of the earthy or typical

dispensation, and the spxr.tugl thuz&g“s of the anti-|.

typieal or- ueav‘eny 'i<§éns§ucn, ;:omﬂs in this
11th. Clap. to describe that faith by which these
spiritual things are known and received in distinc-
tion from our natural faculties, by which those
carnal ceremonies were apprehended. He com-
mences his description of faith-with the position
laid down in our text, and then illustrates it by
showing ils power as exemplified in the experience
of the ancient worthies.

Whether we consider the faith here deseribed,
in its special relation to the spiritual things of the
gospel, as conirasted with the carnal ceremonies
of the law, or as exemplified in the experience of
the patriarchs, or in the position laid down in the
text before us, we must in either case arrive at the
conclusion that, it is a spiritual exercise, and as
distinct from natural belief, as are the spiritual
truths of' the gespel from the external ordinances
of the law. The requisitions of the law -upon
national Israel as such, consisting only in the letter,
could be taught by parents to their children, and
were required so to be taught; and therefore could
be understood by their natural faculties, and be
believed as their natural judgements were enlight-
ened. But the knowledge of the truths of the
gospel in their spirituality, is not imparted by, nor
received from human instruction.Even after ali the
oral instruction which Christ had given his disci-

 But why multxply ‘proofs e
all that mer. may de, in theil
-{ize the gospel $0 as to-make it a subject for human
instruction, the testimony of God will stand sure,

ples Whﬂe in the flesh, he had after his resurrecﬂon,
to oper théir undexstandmgs that they. mlght un-
derstand the scnptures, that is, in their apghca.txon

Barjonah for flesh and blosd hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which isin. heaven thus
showing that: this kunow dge of Jesus, was
not science, but direct reve n from the ‘Father.
Hence Paul says, * No mat éan say J esus is Lord|o
but by the Holy Ghost.” Cor. xii. 8 Seealso
Paul’s own experwnce in the case. Gal. i, 11, 12.
this point ? for after
attempts to' carnal-

that, * The natural man receivith not the things
of the spirit of God,” and that, “ Except a man|r
be born again he cannot see the things of the king-
dom of Goﬁ‘%” 1 Cor.ii , and John iii. 3.
But to the Apostle s position : Faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, &¢. What -are the
things hoped for?  'They are that perfect deliv-
erancg from sin &c, which ispromised to the saints.
Or they may be any particular instance of a prom.

1had it, gave them the assurance that there was;

ise, applied to us, like the special promise which
God made to- Abraham. Gen. xv. 5, 6. Thele
are many things dhlcﬁ‘ weat txmeS«H‘bp”e for, whi
have no substance but in our imaginations, for
God has never promised them to us, and conse-
quently, with such, faith hath nothing to do.
Faith is the substance of those things hoped for,
that is, with a true gospel hope. The word here
translated substance is different from the word so
rendered in the tenth chapter and 34th verse.—
Thelexicons givean explanation tothis word evident
ly with reference to its use here, as meaning to be
present to the mind ; that is, to be seen or felt by
the mind, as natural substances are seen .or
felt by the outward senses. It seems explained
as by coutrast, by Chapter x. 1: “ Thelaw hav-
ing a shadow of good things to come, and not the
very image of the things,” &e. That is, the legal
ceremonies could only present a shadow of spiriual
things, and therefore left the comers therunto with
out an actual sense of their sins being eleared away
as before God; or as the Apostle says, could not
make them perfect. It istrue, faith, in those who

a substance thus shadowed forth, and therefore
gave them bope of acceptance with God. Now,
instead of this shadowy, imperfect view, faith

under the gospel, presents to the believer the sal-
vation of sinners, as finished in Christ Jesus,
and also, all the promises of God as flowing thro'

'expl BSSIOH,

is an ‘exercise of the

"ery child of gldce will admit.

 declarations of others, without their ever investi-

him, and as being in him yea, gnd Amen. Thus

through _
& these promises a
Apostle describes: thls fait
vxz as T7

'seen - Thi
what a man seéth’ why
Romans viii. 24, These

us the a assmance of the fat hfulness of God, in
bestowing what heé- has promlsed i €hrlst. Seo.
clear and decnawe, is' the evideniee of faith in such

mlnd

produced by instruet
ing upon the mind, &
the truth of the thing. Heleby we may b
in drawing the ditinction betwee‘
faith, m then essenses,

Of coursé,itcan be
nothing ‘more than an exercise of the natural
mind.  The living faith has, as already noticed,
a controlling power over the mind, bringing i
with all its powers into submission, to the will
of God ; but natural belief being but an exercise _
of the mind, produced by the . exercise of other

faculties of the mind, has of course no necessary

control over the mind ; though it may influence

the mind to determins on action, Thus two per-

sons may each be led by conclusive evidence, to

believe that he has an estate left him in England;

the one may be influenced by his belief to take

measures to obtain his, whilst the other, from oth-

er considerations, may altogether neglect his.—

What is coramonly called belief, that is, of the

natural mind, is of two kinds. One is a mere

passive assent te the truth of a thing. It isa

belief arising from education, or produced by the

40

gating the subject, or judging for themselves.
This has no elaim to the name of faith ; yet a fits
tle examination will convince any one, that om
the subject of religion, this is all the faith which

the greater proportion of professors have claim
to; they being in their religious characters eith-
er the mere creatures of eoucatlon, or the dupes
of artful priests. Again, there are others, who’

B
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are accustomed to investigating subjects for them-
selves; and who have thus investigated the sub-
ject of religion, and what they believe concerning
it, they believe because according to the light
they have, or use, their judgments are convinced
e trath of it. Thisis often mistaken for
frue gospel faith, and yet it is only a belief pro-
duced by the exercise of the rational faculties.—
This was the faith with which Simon believed,
from seeing the mirdeles performed by Philip,
(Acts.viii. 5—18,) and with which many believed,
from seeing the miracles of Christ. This is ‘the
faith which the Campbellites claim as the gospel
faith ; though many of those they baptize evi-

dently have nothing more than the passive belief

before described.” This rational faith may influ-
ence to many things called religious works. Yea,
it may influence to a regular attention to the out.
ward performances enjoined upon believers by
the New Testament ; such as a submission to the
ordinances, and order of the gospel. It may lead

to a bestowing of their goods fo feed the poor, and
to meet persecution, and a giving of their bodies

1 Cor. xiii. 8.

" separation from the world.

dead faith, It has no spiritual life,
‘any true application

spel. It is an exch
1 man, and,

¢ consolations of the

suntd him, neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor.

rav ty&‘aﬁd vileness of our hearts in view, upon
Christ for full salvation. It knows nothing of a
going out of heart in’ Jove to a poor sinner, be-
cause he has such a discovery of the awful de-
pravity of his heart asto have lost all confidence
in his own exertions, nor because it discovers

that his hope is fixed alone on Christ for salva.-|

tion.. It may produce a love to sinners because it
discovers them engaged on the subject of religion,
or because it sees them conforming in doctrine
and practice to particular views of religion. It

knows not the sealing of the Spirit of God,

whereby belicvers are sealed with the spirit of

adoption, and are led to approach God with that
confidence with which a child approaches its pa-
rent.

The child of grace,

takes for the only faith he has;

he has been altogether deceived in himself.

most cases, the child of grace has this dead faith

Or a person may
have this faith, and yet not be influenced by it in
“his life, or to any “act of religious obedience, or
But whatever effect
it may, have upon the outward life, it is still

e preduces no spiritual action, nor makes

of the powers of the
“The natural man receiveth
e things of the Spirit of God, they are feol-

Neither does it know any thing of resting
upon the promises of God, excepting as we can
discover some supposed ground in us, or outward-
1y, why we should hope for the thing promised.—
though probably he is at no
time without some traces of the actings of a liv.
ing faith in bim, yot has much of this dead faith
blended in his exercises, and which he often mis-
; and finding it to
want that power which in the New Testament is
ascribed to true faith, he at times, concludes that
In

toa muc’a fuller extent than any unrecenerated
person can have it ; from his being led throuah
the teachings of the Holy Spirit, to a fuller and
more intimate acquaintance with the truths of di.
vine revelation. Hence it is that we frequently
find the child of grace under disappointments, and
afflictions of various kinds, complaining of a
want of submission and reconciliation of, mind to
God’s dealings with them. Tell them, God is
domg it in wisdom, and love, they will reply, “We
believe it, and know we ought to be submissive,

which shows this belief to be but a dead falth

Were the Holy Spirit to bring their Jiving faith
into exercise, in relation to this dispensation of
God toward them, it would present to their minds
such a feeling sense of the goodness of God, ag
revealed to it, that their minds would be brought
at once, into patient and cheerful submission to
his will. Again,~—our minds are frequently led
to contemplate some particular ~promise, we see
how appropriate it is to our case, and we have
heretofore been enabled by a living faith so to ap-

prehend Christ Jesus as the end of the law for
righteousness, and as the medium of gracious com-
munications between God and poor, vile sinners
like ourselves, that we believe, unworthy as we
are, that we may hope for an interest in it, and
do believe that it will be verified, andsyet- this be-
lief does not enable’us to exercise that comforta-
ble reliance on if, and that patient waiting for it,
which we desire. Now if the Holy*Spirit were
tolead us to exercise faith in reference to that
promise, or in other words, were he to apPly the
promise with power to us, we should receive it at

ii. {once as the word of the living God, and all the
knows nothing of resting, with the de-

powers of our mind wouldpe made to fejoice in it
as ours, and to admire the goodness of God in it
and to realize in sweet anticipation, the gracious
falfilment of it. Thus brethren, I think, by a
little attention to their experience, may readily
trace, in this case, and in reference to the preach-
ed word, and to the various dealings of God with
them, a manifest distinction between these two
kinds of faith, as exemplified in them. Many of
the children of God, at this day, I have no doubt,
go for years, without any special exercise of this
living faith ; other than in its exercise towards the
one great object which is necessary to their being
known as believers, viz :

its exercise in apprehen-
ding the blood and righteousness of Christ, as our
plea at the throne of grace, and the ground of
our hope of acceptance with God. But the in-
quiry may farther be made, Whence is this living
faith, and how is it brought into exercise 7 It is
a spiritual exercise, as befere "shown, and can
therefore bé the actings only of the spiritual life
of the believer. This life, although implanted in
the soul, is not subject to the control of the natu-
ral mind, and therefore cannot be called into ex-
ercise at our will, Asits being brought into ex-
istence’in the'soul is not of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of men, but of God, it is tne Holy

Ghost, the Comforter, who alone controls its ac-
l:ion, infaith. It is itself love to God, and to ho-

but we cannot bring our stubborn minds to it ;7

liness; and therefore from its indwelling in us, we
are made to feel a . going out of love to God, to
his ways, and to his people, and a corresponding
loathing of ‘sin and- ourselves on account of it.—
But the Hely Ghost who - knoweth the will of
God, knoweth when 16 call - forth the exercise of
faith to apprehend €hrist as our salvation, and
when to lay hold of any special promise, or any
unfoldings of the ‘scriptures ; and when, through
our faith, to make intercession for us in prayer, -
according to the will of God, and Ihe only knows,
and therefore has never left the exercise of our
faith, to the control of our wills. Or perhaps a
more correct illustration of this poifit, is this:—
Faith must have an objeci to be believed, set be-
fore it. The word of God is the proper object of
faith. And by the word of God, I do not under-
iptures, as such, although they are the
rd by which to know what is the
word of God; but I mean by it, the special appli-
cation of some portion of scripture tous as a
promise, a command, a consolation, or as instrac-
tion in doctrine or practice, so that we feceive it
as the word of Giod, entering our healts with pow-
er. Now as the scriptures are qus apphé“d b% the
Holy Spirit, faith is called forth and we believe.
Thus when the revelation of Christ Jesus is made
to the regenerated person, t‘lﬁ he beheves, and
cannot before. - ®
Again,—by the illustration which the Apostle
gives of this faith in the following part of the,
chapter, it is evident its exercise is what we call”
grace, when he says, “ Who through faith sub-
dued kingdoms, wrdught righteousness,” &c.
Verses 38 & 34. We in similar cases, would say,
the grace of God enabled them to do it, and we
should say right, and yet it was through being en-

] abled to exercise faith in God, and in his word,

that they - were strengthened to endure that to
which they were called. Now as the Spirit serck-
eth all things, yea, the deep things of God, (1 Cor.
ii. 10,) he as the Comforter knoweth when the
exercise of faith is needed, and in such cases in
faithfulness brings it into exercise, and not other-
Hence the early disciples who were called
to meet persecution, were full of faith. Most of
believers when called to depart have faith given
them as a shield in the conflict with death. And
how -often do we see those christians who are
much afflicted manifest stronger and clearer faith
than others, not so called to suffer. And thus
when it is the pleasure of God to bestow some
special blessing upon any of his children, he gives
them to ask for it in faith frequently, and when
we so ask we have the assurance of his hearing
us, and therefore of receiving what we ask. See
1 John v. 14, 15. If the Lord is withholding
from many of his children, at this day, those spe-
cial exercises of - faith, which to us would
be desirable, it is in chastisement, be
cause 1n his present dispensation towards his
church, he sees it not required. = Though
really it would seem to us that we have need with
the Apostle to pray, “ Lord, increase our faith,”

wise.

or

Luke xvii. 5,
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) 4sha.11 rise ; when I sit in darkness the Lord

SIGNS OF T

1 fear I have not done full justice : to-this sabe
3@91:. 1 have advanced some ideas whicl-may ap-
péar new.  But experienced chnstlans will know.
whether they accord with christian experience: or

t: if they do not, re hem. I have beeff
1ed sometimes, ‘s menced writing  this,
to doubt whether I ~now any thing as I onght to
know. Not whether T know any thing, but wheth.
er I have that clear knowledge of it, which 1
otight to have; and this from the little experience
we have of those special acts of a living faith.

- Yoursin 4;hope of salvation,

' - 8. TROTT
Centremller Faujam co., Va., Feb. 13,1845.

FOR. THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

« Re]oxce not against me, O mine enemy

unto me.” Mican v,

" BroTHER ’BEEBE i—I bave ever “viewed your
‘paper asa proper vehicle for the Primitive Bap-
tists located in different parts'c of the land to com.
mumcate to each other an account of the various
conflicts: through which ‘they are called to pass,
while sojourning ‘in this vale of tears; although I
dlsapprove of brethren of the same correspon-
dence introducing..any thing into the Signs that
is calculated to mar the peace of Zion: yet I
deem it just and expedient through Jthis medinm
to make a defence, when any individual, church,
r Association is assailed by those that are with-
ut through the medium of the press.

I bave recently been favored with one of the
minutes of the Bethlehem Predestinarian Baptist
Association ; (so called ;) the Circular of which

“lof two - seeds.:

time made no  objection.
for a time, and probably supp
ficiently strong, he commenced:
the doctrine, mueh to the griéf and “morti
of the majority, whese opinions-upon’ ‘that:
had been so long and so publicly know
whether the preacher became- tired of
or not, the church celtainly became
Lier preacher, and one of the ‘brethren
question wlhiether.the church believed the doct
‘The minority;. (or those: sxdmg
with the preacher,} insisted that the motion-should
be reduced to. pomts, and commttted to wrmng,
which was accordingly done, and the case referred
to the next meeting. When the next meeting

- .|came on, the mover of the,quest_mn had seen his
[ error, and proposed withdraWing his- motion, ac-

knowledging his wrong: in inf oducmg a question
which he saw . (if persisted -in)- ‘would. result in
making the belief of, “the doctrine of two seeds a
test of fellowship among the brethren. ‘But the
minority insisted  that as it khad;now become a
matter of record; and was on '%;Qferencé; it must
necessarily go to vote ; but a motion being made
to throw ‘the whole matter out of i:he church, was
carried by a large maJorlty ; thus giving the most

making the belief or disbelief of the doctrine of
two. seeds a-test of fellowshlp among the Old}
School or Predestinarian” Baptists. Here it was
fondly hoped by the “friends of order the matter|}

until an opportunity offered for thém to obtain the
services of a pastor who would administer to them
precious gospel food, instead of chastising them

proposes 1o give in detail a short account of the
circumstances which led the: ongmal .constituent
churches of that body to unitein their present
state, in doing which an attempt is made to stig-
matize with me the Conns.Creek Association and
her correspendence, as being in the most flagrant
disorder. ... Although my name is not mentioned in
the Circular, yet I am so identified that none ac-
quainted with the circumstances alluded to, can
be mistaken ; neither do I desire they should be.
For the benefit of the brethren of the correspon-
dence, and others who may not have - the perusal
of the circular, I here copy that part of it relating
tothe subject, verbatim. Speaking of the con-
stituent churches of- that body, the Circular says :
“Three of them, to wit : Nineveh, Bethlehem,
and' Ebenezer, (now called - Clear Creek,) were
formerly members of the Conns.Creek Associa-
tion. Among the Nineveh brethren, there was a
magjority. of active and orderly members, that
freely and frankly avowed their belief in the doc-
trine of Two Seeds : but so far from making that
belief a test of fellowship with their brethren who
could not see with them in that matter, on the
contrary the church, continued in peace and moved
on in harmony. In the mean time a preacher of
the Conns-Creek Association being invited, moved
in and took the pastoral care of the church, being
fully apprized of the sentiments of the majority

for honestly avowing ‘what they believed -to be
eternal truth. . But the:minority, with the preach:|d
er at their head, having, in all probability, received
advice with an assurance of co-operation- from
some designing men in the upper part of the As.
sociation, -met at the mext meeting with -all the
appearance - of contentment,. and assisted in the
transaction. of: business,. among which was the
adopting of a letter to the Association, ~and -ap-
pointing -messengers- to bear . it." The ptreacher
having served as Moderator, sighed - their procee-
dings, and adjourned the meeting in peace.  He
then drew from- his pocket a- paper, proposing to
the minority, or thése who might choose to go
with him, to' meet on a certain day. and assert their
claim to be properly and legitimately the Nineveh
Church, under the plea that the majority had de-
parted from the faith and order of the church, by
sanctioning the sentiments contained in the mo-
tion aforsaid, when they voted it to become a mat.
ter of record in the church. They_ accordingly
met, wrote their letter, and appomted their mes.
sengers to the Association. = Thus two letters
came to the Association, both claiming to be from
Nineveh Church, and both signed by the same
individual as moderator. . The question now to be
decided was, Which s Nineven church? and after
all'those facts were fully ‘and fairly detailed in
evidence before that “Association, a - high-handed

in regard to the iwo seeds,and to which he at the

and infatuated majority, voted to sustain the mi-

unequivocal expression of tben‘ “disapprobation ; of

would rest, while the church was content to wait|

Thus the Conns-
: ’mﬂuence

men, was led: mto the T ‘ !
after a- full yedr.for reflection 1, and bemgk ¥ and
faithfully. notlﬁed of 1ts exxstence, ‘manifested: the
most determmed _disposition to- ‘eontinte th

And all those who, bemg appnsed of th
the case, ‘continue ‘in union and}-couesponden s
thh her, mitist be’ aLso recf)gmzéd as.in” dxsorder

{the Conns-Creek Assoclatmn, ‘and b
her. extensive correspondence, ‘the re’ many
sound -Baptists, who are ignorant: of. those’ facts,
or have suffered themselves to be. gulled by -those
de51gmng men who first led them into’ diso
and we can- tluly say; that nothmg would be
gratifying to our feelings, than to- seea dlsposm
in those brethren to discounténance ‘and ; putaway
that disorder : -we could meet them cheerfully and’

with open ar ms, for as much as i"‘ve do not ;

Thus I have copled
relating to the subject in hand and asthe B
hem Assocxatlon has had the audamty to:.
such gross mlslepresentatlons, I feel ‘
upon in defence of - the:
icatian of the character »

Sp ond:: in doing WhIC', I'hope to''be divested of -
all animosity,..and to be directed by that wisdom
which is from above. I shall commence at the
timerefeired to in the Circular, and give a brief
statement of the principal transactions connecied
with the split of ‘the church at Nineveh, and the
proceedings of the Association in the affair up to
thetime of the expulsion of the two seed error from
that body. I may beunableto give the exact
dates, as the Church Book was in their hands at
the time of the split; and they refused to give it
up, although it had been bought by one of’ the mi-
nority with his own money, but the tr ansactions
can be recollected.

In February 1885, I was called on among oth-
ers to attend a council at Nmeveh a difficulty be-
tween two of the members having been before the
church for nearly one year. One of the men' in-
volved in this difficulty I shall designate by the
letter P. _ He invited me home with him ; T ac-
cordingly went. He then solicited me to move
to this place. Said they wanted a preacher, (as
-we had been much afflicted in Shelby county
where I'then lived.)  He said he had a' pisce of
land for sale not far off. I soon after bought the
land, and “paid him“his price. 1 had heard: that ‘
: ong .
them, and that some were 1nchned to recewe ite
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Among those P. was said fo be one of its strong-
estadvocates’; but he said that he was tired of it,
and wanted semethlng ‘elsés 1 talked with ‘some
others thatappedred to be ecxded}y opposed to ity

first time. “On a subséquent- visit, after T hiad’
n preachmg one night, P. arose and exclaimed,
* Away with'the two seed’ doctrme, I want noth.
ing to do with -it}” and continued his eulogy for
some time, -
attended - the": meetmg at Nineveh, and 'vmted

the preacher at Bethel church -in ‘the same ‘town.
ship, and we ‘were-dften together at each place.

- I had been preaching [on Lord’s day] toa laige
congregation, P. gave a signal that he wished to
speak, - He then proceeded in-a kind of arminian
harangue, in which he expressed a great anxiety
to inform the people before we.parted thatI had
- gone astray that day, telling them that I had gone
the outside of the Bible. I then dismissed the as-
sembly. But this strange move caused many re-
marks. The members generally appeared much
“hurt;. angisome of them talked with him on - the
subject; g him it was teo great a breach of
good order to be overlocked. When the next
meeting came on, he stated to the church that. he
.did-not know but ke had hurt my feelings, yet he
did not intend it.  After some time the church vo-
ted to receive his acknowledgemient, and enter it
“on thek Book.  This last .part he objected to, ad-

. visingtthe cburch to make no record of it. Buat
“as it was. the rule that all her acts should be. recor-
-ded, it was done. ‘This seeméd io -give offence;
and we soon heard that P. said it was pot done!
with yet. And as the Circular speaks of co-op-

eration, the reader may soon see its features. It
‘was understood By this time that the two churches
-t the west, viz: Bethlehem and Clear “Creek,
were mostly two-seed, and P. appeared willing as
a safe-retreat (Joab like) to lay hold -on the horns
of the two seed\altar_; and the rumor being out
‘that the two seeders were -about to try -their
~strength at Nineveh, many attended the mnext
meeting. Brethren Bartley, Nay, and many of
the private members who had frequently wistted
us were’ present. Among those from the west|
were two of the two seed preachers, and whether
to aid in co- oper‘ ion, or to feed the active and
orderly members i(spoken of in the Circular) with
precious gospel'food, we cannot say: but it was
the first time that those two men had made their
appearance in.that meeting house during'my res-

“acquaintances, and had often preached there be.

tried to préach some two or three times while here |

1 ‘soon after moved-to" the’ county~—

some othier churches, Brother A. B. ‘Nay' whs

-Ind uly following, I gave the ‘letter brought from
Conuns-Creek Church for~ ‘myself - and- wife, to
Nineveh chureh, which was readily received’; and
wé continued to meet, without'a complaint of any|
being tired; until late the next sprmg, when, -after

-idence in the county, although they bad many .old

~fore. - The meeting being opened ready for busi-
‘ness, P. made a motion to try the voice of the
church, to see whether it wasa two seed church or
‘not ;- and said whoever got the magjority should be

the: 1llegahty £ th motmn, but P.and his coad:
jutors-insisted-that>it should go to vote.
the preachers fromi the - west (the ‘writer of : this
er‘ ular no doubt). spoke in favor of the miotion,
tirged its receptxon but at length it - was-ar-
gued that the answer should. be' delayed until next
meetmg, on condition, the ‘motion was then re-
ceived ‘and . referred. -
‘motion should be given in writing, -whick wis:
dorie, and presented in these words: - Does ‘this
church believe in the doctrine - of two seeds, viz :

that the principle of: mlqmty is self-existent in its
ownbody; and that none fell in Adam but the
church; and that the ‘conception created in Adam
was multiplied in consequenee of the#fall, namely,
the fall of Adams’ " This being recorded as a
reference, the  meeting adjoumed But ‘ene
'the memibers of the Bethlehem church(not pres-
ent'that day) came-up the next morning, who was
some . like ‘Themistocles, the Athenian, [quite
shrewd.] - @n hearing what'had been done, he ad-

vised his two seed friends (so I was informed) to
change the position if possible, as the main body
of the Association would discard the sentiments
embraced - in the motion. This counsel, like the’
dream - of Pilate’s wife; had its effect; for we
soon heard that they-intended to push it out until
after the Association, and then take hold in a ne#
pIace. ~ Beiug thus convineed that the calculation
was to sail under a dlsgmsed flag until after the
Association, -and -then-renew the attack; we re-

solved to separate by .declaration in- case they |
-should :persist in that -course. Accordmgly, "we
had one prepared,and several signed it.- ‘When
the next meeting came -on,” and the reference- was
called for, P. said he would withdraw it. -1 -re.]
marked that it was too. ]ate, as we had no rule to
that effect : .2 motion was then made to kill it,

which was-carried. Finding it their determina.
tion tocarry their points whether legal or 1llegal

the most part of the minority now "became inag.
tive, finding all efforts vain whilein that condition.]
They proceeded to -adopt-their Jeiter, (but not
|signed by me;) and appoint:their messengers out
of the two seed side to bear it, after which-I re:|
quested brother Nay, he being present, to read the
writing which he had in his pocket : he then took|
out the declaration and read it, with the pames
subscribed to it. -~ “Some of the members that
knew nothing of the declaration “before, now.re.
quested their names enrolled. 'We then appointed.
2 time to meet, prepare a letter, and appoint mes--
sengers to: the Association, then adjourned. = Ac.
cordingly we went to the Association with two
letters, each claiming to ‘be the Nineveh Church.

The letter presented by the minority described the
condition of the church, while the other left it in
the dark. . The Association after a fair investiga.
tionreceived-the minority as the chureh on con-
stitutional principles—none voting in faver-of the
majority-except the ‘messengers from ‘Bethlehem:
and Clear Creek-churéhes’; and..one-of “them: (I
think the writer of this Circular) then requested
or rather demanded that the ayes and noes taken

the. church The brethren labored .much ito. show

on this question shouldibe registered by the clerk,

One of}

“Ithen proposed -that the

.{ those infatuated and high-handed leaders who first

and-printed in~the’ mnutes, ‘which »was: done.—
‘The next year thev remonstrated in their - letters
from those two -churches, requiring ‘ the: Associa-
tion to-revoke her:former act in relation to-this
fhatter ; but she being wearied with- -the reiterated
attempts made from”that quarter to usurp the
.power, and palm upon the Association the ab.
surdities contained in the above written metion,
voted 'to drop.the Bethlehem and Clear Creéek
churches fromthe minutes.’ From that day to
this, the Conns-Creek Association “has been“as
free from the Parkerite: heresy,; nd enjoyed as -~
much unanimity, doubtlnss, as any in the state.
‘With respect to the progress of the two seed par-
ty since the split, we wish to. say but little ; ‘yet
it-is well known here that they ~have had some -
;dlﬂicultle' among them that have resulted in the
several of their members from the -
“them returned to the church, re-
nounced Parkerism, and was restored, frankly ac-
knowledging that he was then convinced that the
majority at the timeof the spht ferfetted their
standing in the Association.

body: one:

" The facts above stated can be attested by many
witnesses, yet I bave been 1mpelled to the un.
pleasant task of giving this history by the unpro-
voked attack and unfounded charges made in this
spurious Circular. I have never molested them
at any time, or treated them unf'nendly, and I'am
now persuaded that a large portion of the two
seed Association were ignorant of this Circula
until it-appeared in print. I had hoped that the
-vile aspersions that have been thrown out agamst
me verbally, would " have satisfied  those aspirants
who have appeared so eager for the ‘mastery, with-
out bﬂngmg such- gross misrepresentations to the
press, and presentmg ‘them to the public under the
name of a Circular, with a view to ‘stigmatize
with me the Conns-Creek Association. But hold,
it may be said, thy unruly quill! Hast thou for-
gotten that the Circular in the sequel hath been
mindful of many of the poor and oppressed in
this' Association, who are either ignorant «of ‘their
condmon, or have suffered themselves to be gul-
led by a few designing men, who are” not regarded o
as'the-mass of anti-christ, but distinguished by the
pleasing épithet of a schism in the body, and to
-whom .the Circular would freely extend the arm of
'f‘ellowshlp, on condition that they would repudiate

led them into disorder, and seek @n asylum among
the friends .of-order? Strange symipathy! thus
to overleap the threshold of the correspondence,
and fasten on those who live in peace and harmony
in-their own pavilion, enjoying a friendly corres-
pondence with -confidential brethren, who have
ever stood opposed to” the sentiments“and move.
ments of the two -seed Association,  Well said
the Master to his disciples, “ Be ye therefore wise
as serpents, and harmless as doves.” The beast
seen by John rising out of the earth had two horns
like a lamb, but he spake as a dragon : and my
brethren to whom this scribble.may come no'doubt
have learned by experience that a refusal to listen

»ito the sound :of the .coronet, flute, harp, sackbu,



SIGNS OF

psaltry, and dulcimer, will expose them to the fur:
nace of persecution. ‘But all these things. should
_ not move us, having the assurance that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to
4hem who are the called according to his purposa.
Your brether in trl ulatrorr,
- RANSOM RIGGS.
Nmeveh Johnson co., Ia. Jan. 27, 1845.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“#* And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which
-shall stand for an ensign for the peeple;to it shall the
gentilesseek i s:rest shall beglorious:” Tsa, x1, 10.°

“The above passage of scripture, I consider a
smost blessed ‘promise, made by the .great God,
-and left on record for the comfort and encourage-
ament of his afflicted people, who are now (andf
sever have been while passing through this wilder-
-ness,) engaged in a severe contest 'vxth the world,
-the flesh and the devil. The prophet is evidently
-speaking of things that shall take place in the|
_gospel_drspensatxon, when he says, “ And in that
day.” There are four things in the text, that
#God says shall be, viz : 1st There shall be a root
-of Jesse. An angel from heaven announced the
-advent of this glorious Person in the followmg
smanner:  “ For unto you is born this day,
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ

“the Lord.” Good news, indeed to the poor andl;
sthe needy, but tidings fraught with evil, to the
«devil and his allies. Then commenced-the oppo-
-sition of which DaVId inquired, hundreds of years
““before, when he sard & Why do the heathen rage
_and the people imagine a vain”thing 7’ - Then,
“ The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers
were gathered together agdinst the Lord, and
against his Christ.” . Had_the kings and rulers
" of the earth been “ Free' Agents,” and done ‘as
sthey pleased, they would not have suffered Jesus
to have lived six weeks. But the Lord Jehovah
reigns, and is the only Free Agent, in heaven,
earth, or hell He that sitteth in the heavensshall
Aaugh at all their rage, he shall hold ‘them in de-
wrision, “The second skall, is as follows: * Which
shall stand for an ensign of the people.”
Jesus Christ is both the standard, and standard.
“bearer of the army of the living God. Many
‘have been the devices of the powers of darkness!
in every age of the world, to destroy or deface
this glorious Ensign; but, they have not succeed-
ed ; but why have they not? because, God says,
-it shall stand.. Would we know where this En-
.sign stands ? the answer is at hand. “ Yet have
I set my King upon my. holy hill of Zion.” 'This

Ensign is not to be -found upon the unholy hill of

Babylon; there they set up there - ensigns for
signs : and sometimes the enemies of Zion, roar
in the midst of God’s congregations, and there
~also set up their ensigns for signs. Zion . has but
.one banner under which she fights, and thé" in-

- scription .on that is, * Salvation is of the Lord.”|

* But the daughters of Babylon have many ensigns
4n their eamp of confusion. . The following are a
sfew of the many : Sslvation, by the use of means
«of grace. Salvation, by Bible Societies.o

Salvation, by missionaries. .
schools. - Salvation, by Tract societies. .
tion by the Temperance pledge. 8 vatmn, by
the anxious bench.  Salvatiosi, by teligious fairs.

1 Salvation, by doing the  best we can, and- bemg

sincere’ in so :doing. Salvation in almeost -any

{way, or every way, provided, there is & little

somethmg left for the sinner to do, i order to
secure his salvation, . ,
The ghird shall in the 1ext jsas follows “i To‘frt
shall the Gentiles seek.” But, the Lord secks.the
Gentiles first ; and puts his laws:into their minds;]

‘|and writes:them in their hearts; and then they
|experience -with the Apostle Paul, that by the

{deeds of the law no flesh- ean be justified.
They try some, o all of the banners on the walls
‘of Babylon ; but they do not find rest in any of
them, or ‘all of them combined. Vain is . the
help of man. -Leosing all cofidence in the flesh,
they now.-look to the glerious Ensign ~which'
stands, and shall stand, on the holy “hill of Zion.
The fourth and last skall in the vers
lows: “ And his rest shall be glor :
glory of that rest no mortal can describe.
soul no longer works in.order to-'get to heaven,
or to escape the curse of the law.” For ‘he sees
Christ kas redeemed him from  the curse the law
tby dying for his sins on Calyary : and as for - go-
ing to heaven, he sees-his life is already i in heav.]
en,-andds hid with Christ in God. "The sinner|
thus taught, is now a soldier under King Jesus;
and through all the storms, .and .conflicts of this
life, his eye of faith shall be directed to the bleod-
stained banner which stands on Zion’s holy hlll.
Distressed, and pained in -heart, under a sensel.
of the polutions of his - nature; and depravity|.
of -his whole life, the Gentileshall seck to this: -glot,
rious Ensign for salvation from all «that ‘he feels
and fears. When satan’s temptations assault his
soul, and lead him to step aside from the service
of his God, the Lord ‘will not forsake him; but
will lay upon him his rod, and cause him to re-
turn to this Ensign for the pardon of his crimes.
When  death, the last-enemy, shall approach and
lay his icy hand upon the poor Gentile, still in
his last and final confliet he shall see this Ensign
as-a mighty Conquerer of the grim monster, rob-
bing him of his sting; .and spoiling the: grave of]
its victory ; opening the gates -of Paradise, and
welcomeing the weary soldier to the'world.of .ev-
erlasting rest. And. then the great Ensign will
say, “ Behold 1 and the children whieh God has
given me.’
% Here am I, and those with me,
= Zion’s numerous progeny ;

- Friits.of all-the painsT bore,
,_Count them with precision .o’r,’

“ Hallelujsh, -for _the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.” Amen.

is - as fol-;

SAMUEL WILLIAMS

As my brethren in many places, but especially
in Kentucky, request me to write something for
the Signs, if you think proper you may pubhsh
the above, -

.:S.. W..

‘ Salvation by Sunday| -
Salva-|>

.| things.’

FOp THE [SIGNS :OF THE TIMES.

: ~Owen co.s Ky.; Jan 25; 1845,

DEear Sz ve -been a reader of your
pevr‘i,(‘)dic'al for th two years, bynghich: I have
frequently’ been very much entertained ; and I
soretimes hope that I have. been edified and
strenuthened in the truth, - I have not a talent to'
lay open my feelmgs to yon, in ;egard 4o -these
If I had, I certainly would: take as much
delight in doing-it as.any Jperson.on. earth ; I feel
just at this time that if I could express.my. many
ups and downs to you it would be .a greatrelief -to
me. I.can say truly that the hardnessef - my Te-
bellious heart is the cause of the greater part. of
my troubles:in this. life.. I donet think that I ever
saw @ pictare that suited me better than the “0ld
Smner 37 “'The Rlddle” was another excellent
piece. _ I wish that I could find more Old Sinners
and, R@ddle.g .m,,t,heSrgns, than, 1-do, for I think
they do .40 micely- suit me. ~Whether -right or
wrong, they help me. ' )

1 heard a'learned man preach,. some three or

he| four weeks _sitice, from the book of Jonah; he
| handled it pretty well as far as. he went, but he

left out some of  the particulars, which I do most
sincerely desire to hear from you upon, through
the Signs, viz., the ninth and tenth verses .of the
third chapter ; let us have it -as soon as circum-
stances wilk-admit.
- Wi lshmg you prosperity fhrough grace to glor ¥,
. - Farewell.”
, ‘R.-L:. EDWARDS.
‘ EXTRACT. '
The fol]uwrng advertrsement appeared a few
years ago on the coyer of . the. London Christian
’Olvserver. We would advise such traffickers to
read the eighteenth chapter of the Book of ,Rev;.
elatlon.

TO THE .CLERGY.

“Mr, WALLIS, Clerical Agent, No. 44 Re-
gent Circus, Prccadrly, having for some years past
bent his peculiar aitention to that branch .of
Agency, begs to state, that he professes to act in
the PURCHASE, SALE, or EXCHANGE of
ADVOWSONS, NEXT PRESENTATIONS,
PERPETUAL CURACIES EPISCOPAL
CHAPELS &c,; that he has made such arrange-
ments as4o possess at all times the most general
and auvthentic information, not 0nl~y as to their
| situation, but .as to their.valge and cucumstances,
local and otherwise; that he also professes to give
information of Curacies vacant or about to be
vacant, whether a nomination for title be appen-

{ded or not; to raise money on lwmgs or tithes, by

mortgage or annwity; toprocure pupils and superior
private classical tuition, and also’oceasional duty
in_thé metropolis and its’ environs;
1 MS. Sermons“qf superior composzz‘zon, !
orzgznal and™ orthodox, and upon any . given text
or occasien,upon moderate terms.

Mr. W. begs to-add, that from his Office havrng
become the focus wherein mutual wants meet and
are supplied, -he is enabled, by his numerous con-
nections, fo get the highest. “value for livings of any
description ; asalso to furnish curates of the first
|respectability, and -with ample testlmomals, te
these “Rectors, &c .5 -Who may réquire such.,ﬁ-

Regzster,
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EDITORFAL.

‘NEW’-VERN'DN, NEW-YORK, Msren 15, 1845.

From the Baptlst
BLACK ROCK BAPTISTS

Charlottesville, Virginia, Jan. 23d, 1845,
"Drar Brorer JEwss :—-The above beauti-
* ful title denotes, in Vlrmma, that class of our de-
nomlnatxon called in your state * anti-nomian,”
and in Kentucky ¢ Iron-Jackets, ‘and ¢ hard
shells.” In Georgia, they aré known by the term
which they have arrogantly assumed, “Primitive
Baptxsta, and in Norih - Carolina, are called

 Primitive. Baptists” and ¢ Kehukeeists,”-—

Perhaps all your readers are not aware of the  dis-|

tinguishing characteristic of these Baptists “who
are so variously ‘named. - They were first  made
prominent by their ‘opposition to the benevelent
organizations in which otherchristians have thought
_proper to engage, for the purpose of disseminating
the gospel. They are anti-mission, anti-sabbath
school, anti-tract society, and in short anti-all
things but one, and _that is persoual election. As
to these missionary ‘'societies, tract societies, sab-

sabbath schools and similar organizations, they are}.

the works of men, “new measures,” * modérn
inventions,” & ought to be frowned upon by every
lover of the truth. Hence, they not only stand

aloof from these societies, but declare non-fellow-|-

ship with all the ‘brethern who engage in them,
or even approve of them. In thisstate, (and

presume it is the same in other’ states,) theY are,
both ministers and peeple, . exceedingly ignorant.
As a specimen of ignorance, take the following :

—A certain minister, having. named his text,
commenced his sermon with thé following sen-
tence, “As I am a man what’s got no larnin’
I shall not divide, my subject as the larned do.”

A certain anti-mission minister-has been seen to

drive his ox-cart into a village on sabbath morn-
ing, take a barrel of liquor and carry to. a tipling:
shop. Another is a distiller of brandy.  'Their
ministers do not hesitate to assert from the pulpit,
that any man convérted or.unconverted may be:
come a member of the churches which favour
missions by paying' a certain sum of money, and
that no person, let him be ever so pious, can
become a member if he cannot produce the money.

They warn their churches against us, declaring
publicly that we are no better then horse theives,

and vobbers. Verily, these . Black Rock Baptists
are, to our denominatoin, what the biles were to|
good old Job. They were sore places, and tried
his patience. Ihave been told by the agent of
the General Association that there are three
whole associations, of which the above is by no
means an exaggerated account. There are also
whole counties in - which there are no other Bap-

tists. Their statistics are included in those giv.
en above. They have 108 churches, comprised
in 12 associations, 48 ministers, and 6854 mem-
_bers; thatis, they are about one twelfth of the
‘whole number of our denomination. They are
decreasing. Scarcely apy additions are made to
their churches. -If any of your readers should
see the minutes to which I have alluded, and
should -examine the statistical table at the end,
they will see that most of the anti-mission asso-

ciations have been formed since 1832. This,
instead of being, as might be supposed, an in.

dication of their increase, is a sign of their de-
crease. The simple fact is this :—The bodies to
which these churches formerly belonged, declar-
ed themselves by an overwhelming majority, fav-
orable to the General Associations, and to mis-

sions, and to the several societies for the spread|.
of the gospel. Small minorities drew off’ and

COMMON SCHOOLS

school education.
nothmg as yet has been done.

the slow' mov

tain district, a place about five miles from us.

submitted to the people in town ‘to-night.

the people to a legal tax for the support of schools.’
Yours truly, DairrH, -

—

R'EMARKS.—What a dreadful set these * anti-

Justlce of his pretentions.

mission minister?

nameﬁ And if a minister of our order had car

would not have given such an instance as the gen
eral character of the anti-mission Baptists. -Un
til the writer shall prove his assertion, we pro

nounce him a cowardly and contemptible slander-
And the editor of the Baptist Record, is also
We demand of him
as a gentleman, the - real name of the writer of

er.
implicated in the falsehood.

the article copied above.

names, to their heart’s content. One would sup

'years.
Very possible the lying writer of#

are no exaggeration of the character of the mem-
bers of three Associations, but; the as
more likely to be true fror
His assertion that the Old Séhool’ &
is not new ;

de teasmg

constituted these new assocla.tlons. )

excluded the New Scheol missionists from our fel.

-There is in Virginia no system -of common
The matter has meen brought
before. the'legislature. ‘a2 number of times, but
This town and
vicinity, however, have not been willing to wait
nt of the state : couneils, and
have by voluntary subscriptions, supported two
public ‘schools in what is called. the ragged moun.

An effort is about to be made to secure public
schools throughout this coiinty. A petition to the
legislature and.a bill for a sehool-system, is to'be
The
great object in view, is to secure the -favor of

nomian, iron.jacket, hard:shell, anti-mission Bap-
tists” must.be, that-they will not be whipped into
the traces, even by such slander aiid abuse as these| -
missionary - Baptists are able to manufaeture, and
if satan should himself claim' the talent for bil-
buse, ' falsehood ‘and calumy, to a
t, we. might be led to question the

In bringing ott.such charges as the above, why
does mot the writer give the name of the anti-
The slander carries its own
refutation on’ the face of it, for if it were not
false, the poor }ymg serpent would not conceal his

ried & barrel of liquor to a tipling shop on the
Sabbath, had the wrifer been a man of truth; he

But if Daleth and the editor of the Baptist
Record, wish to compare notes with the Old
School Baptists, in regard to moral character, we
are ready for him, of them. And we will deal in
no dark and cowardly innuendoes, we - will name
chapter and verse; times; circumstancés; and

pose that. the rememberance of vulnerable points;
‘would lead them to hang their heads; or have' '
they no Cornelius’ Covels, Randolphs, Waddies,
Winters, and such like characters among them?
It is, for the credit of human nature, to be -hoped
that but few such cases may remainin the ranks
of any kind of society, as have figured largely
with the New School Baptists within the - last few

bove- let-
ter has been told by the Virginia General Asso-
ciation, that the instances which:he- has fabricated

this has been the cry ever since we

‘{lowship—but.let them have-all the comfort that re-:
flection can afford them=-they may feel less sore
on our account, or have -more patience to: bear
their sufferings, if they can flatter themselves that
truth and righteousness are soon to be extermma-
ted from the earth.

It seems by the elosinig paragraph of Daleth’s.
letter, that there aré efforts making by the mission-
ists to establish the Prussian school system in that
state ; and similar efforts are making to spread the
contagion into all the states of “our :republic.
Through' this plausible pretext t idently hope
to realize the fulfilment. of predictions  of
|Messrs. Ely, Barton & co. E :

“Who ean tell-if God will turn and repent, and turm
away from.his fierce wrath, that we perishnot? AndGod .
‘saw their works, that they turned from their evil way ; and
God repented of the evil that he had said that he would de
unto them’j and he did it not.” . Jownam m1 9 & 10,

Our correspondent, R. L. Edwards, in his let-
ter on the 45th page, desires of us an explanation
of the above text i and such light {if any) as' we
have, we will' cheerfully give. It appears from
the record of this prophet, that Nineveh was a
heathen city of great magnitude, and in'a most
orable state of ignorance and deplavxty ; and
that the Lord, instead of calling for the organiza-
tion of a Foreign Missionary Board, to collect
funds, manufacture, commission, and send mis-
tsionaries te warn Nineveh of impending wrath,
commanded Jonah, one of his'own prophets, to -
go to that great city, and deliver a certain mes-
sage ; and notwithstanding Jonah’s indisposition,
he was compelled to go, and preach the preaching
| which God had bidden him. ~Every thing neces-
sary for the accomplishment of the sovereign will
of God; in relation to Nineveh, was provided,
without human aid, even fo the great fish, to forry
the runaway prophet to the field of his labor, and
the goard under which he should rest, after having
obeyed the word ‘of the Lord. And can it be
doubted that God, who has declared the énd from.
the beginning, and said, “ My counsel shall stand, .
will do all my pleasure,” was deficient in
iis knowledge of the result of Jonah’s mission to
Nmeveh T Certainly not. Every cncumstance
in this divine record, when daly understéod, goes
to confirm the doctrine of the sovereignty, immu-

it bxhty, and omniscience of God ; but yet in such
a manner of demonstration as to confound the
wisdom of this world.

Jonah was commanded to say to the people of"
Nineveh, “ Yet forty days,and Nineveh shall be
overthrown;” it was therefore his duty to go, and
to leave the execution of the prediction to the
Lord. Andit is as certain that God was as able
to have prevented the discbedience of Jonah, as it
was for him to overrule his disobedience to his own
1 and the direct accomplishment of his de.
sig In the disobedience of. the prophet, occas-
sion was afforded not only for Jonah to become a
sign or type of ‘a crucified and .risen Saviour, but
also for the use which God designed-for a certain

fish which he had before prepared for'sa certain,
|agency in regard to Jonah’s mission to-Nineveh:

]

y
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The restraining power of.God  was salso as po-
, tent to prevent the wickedness of Nineveh, ifit
had been his pleasure to have employed it for that
purpose ; as it was in preventing Jonah from
making his cO'ltemplated visit to Tarshish ; but
God designed to make use of that wicked city, in
testimony against Corazen, Bethsada, Capurniam
and Jerusalem, and therefore every circumstance
was wisely ordered and overruled to answer the]
counsel of his own will, in accordance with whlch
he worketh all things.

But we presyie the difficulty in the mind of
oUr COrrespon: , that God had authorized Jo-
nah to say, that Nmeveh should be - destroyed in
* forty days, and then, that he repented of the evil
that he had said he would do;, and did it not.—

_ Bysreference to Jeremiah xviii. 7—10, our corres-
- pondent will find the following law, or principle of
administration, in regard to pational” judgement,
&c., recorded, viz: “ At what instant I shall
speak concerning a nation, and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck up,and pull down, and to des-
troy it; if that-nation against whom I have pro-
nounced, turn from their evil, I will repent’ of the

ted a Prmce and@%Savnour

to God; for heis of one mind, and. none can
turn him. Because he is thé Lord, and changes
not, the sons of Jacob are not consumed. To in:
terpret these terms, in their applx,‘ tion to God, as
we may in their application to men, would involve
a contradiction in the scriptures. But allowing
the words repent, and turn, in our text, to mean
the same as in Jeremiah xviii. 7—10, and we find
them relating to the outward; or providential deal.
ings with nations, in their national charactérs.—
As, when he saith, in his law, that the nations that
will not serve him shall be destroyed, still reserving
the power and right {o turn these very nations
from their wickedness, and preserve them in the
enjoyment of their national prosperity. It must
be conceded, that, God knew before hand, what
the effect of Jonah’s preachmg should be upon
Nineveh, and although Jonah preached to them
the legitimate consequence of their course, God
humbled that city, and caused it to repent at the
preaching of Jonah. And when he haddeffe
thls deswn by J onah’s preachmg, he made known

evil that I thought to do unto them. And at
what instant I shall speak concerning a nation,
- and concerning a kingdum, to build and to plant
it ;°if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my
voice, then I will repentof the good, wherewith I
said Iwould benefit them.””The judgment of Nineveh
was then in precise harmony with the rule by
which he administers his judgements in a nation.
al point of view ; and consequently, there was
nothing in the case of Nineveh indicating, on the
part of God, the least variableness or shadow of

" . turning ; the words Fepent and furn being used

in such cases, not to indicate mutability or change
of purpose in the mind of Geod, but a different ad-

ministration from that anticipated by thelanguage
of the law under which nations and cities, as such,
stand amenable to God. Thus, in relation to the
sentence of the law of God against transgressors,
individaally, or collectively, the law denounces
judgements without mercy. The sentence “is. in
the most plain and emphatic language possible,
+The soul that sins shall die.”

theless, in the richness of his grace, he has pr0v1-
ded deliverance from that wrath for his redeemed
people ; and their deliverance, so far from reflec.
ting upon his preseience and immutability, goes
fully to establish both, inasmuch as their salvation
and calling are “according to his own purpose
and grace which was given themin Christ Jesus,
before the world began.

a change, or turning from. Such a change is
sometimes in reference to purpose, and sometimes
in regard to action, .

An offending brother, may turn again repen.

iing. Judas repented of his perfidity, and Esau
also, thathe had sold his birth-right ; and there is

also a repentence which is unto life, to give which
unto Israel, & the remission of sins, Christ is exal- |

Thus, the law
contemplates wrath and damnation, and that too,
by what God hassaid, speaking in the law ; Bever- -

Repentance, in scrip.|
ture parlance, usually, if not universally, signifies]

1mpendmg ruin whlch was thre ned Now eom-
pare all this with the first experience of the chil-

dren of God, and we discover a striking anal.

ogy, when a soul is qulckened by the “Holy
Ghost.  Moses, “or the: law," like Jonah, comes
preaching wruth ; -and this preaching, like' that_of
Jonah, presents no-alternative ; * Thou hast sin-
ned,” thou art the man! thou shalt surely. die!
At this startling minisfty of the law, the soul,

like the Ninevites, is humbled ; the relish for sin
iskilled, and like the.men and beasts of Nineveh,

the soul is shrouded in sackcloth, a real sense of
guilt and deserved wrath is brought home with
terrific force ; but when God, by the ministry of
his law, has sufficiently humbled the soul, he re-
veals to it his great salvation. 'This does not lead
the-soul “to conclude that God has changed his
purpose or his nature—that he has sacrificed his
veracity or his justice, but he is made to rejoice in
the revelation of that system of grace, which is
ancient as eternity, and. in fyll harmony with all
the perfectlon‘s of God.

e Arminians and other cavellers, havi %equenﬂiy
used this passage and others of -a like kind, in op-
posing the doctrine of the sovereignty and-immu-
tability of the counsel of God,in the salvation of
his people ; and have generally confounded this
national repentance and deliverance of Nineveh,
with the work of grace, wrought by the Holy
t ork of regeneration ; and although
‘men. and beasts were alike the subjects of* this re-
pentance and deliverance, they can see no differ-
ence between i that Godly sorrow for sin that
se unto life, which needeth not
-But ‘those who have learned
n;the sorrow of the world,
ard that repentance which
people,- will not be likely to

tketh Geath,
“has given’ to
confound-them,

n none of these|
senses of the word, can the term ‘be apphcable un-|-

“ RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN MASSACHU-
_* " SETTS.

It was not until 1811, that true religious liberty -
began to be known:in Massachusetts. Before that
period, all were t 0. support the : established
order, and an asso n was formed among the
Baptists to protect their members from illegal op-
pression. At that fime, the law was so modified
as to allow every man to pay his tax for thé sup-
port of that worship which he ehose to attend, pro-

vided that a certificate of his intention were duly

filed with the townclerk., For that change the
efforts of Backus, Leland, Baldwin, and otkers,
had lonig been preparing the way. But it was not
till 1834, that the last political link which united
the church and the state was destroyed, and every
man was left free to pay much or little, any thing
or nothing, for the support of religion.  The bill to
that effect was passed several times in the House
of Representatives, but was lost in the Senate, till
at.last being referred directly to the people, it was
carried af the ballot boxes by an immense majori-
ty. 'The legal support.of religion was pleaded for
on the same ground of state necesity as that of
common education ; but since that dayreligion has
not declined, and no act has been more popular
than the increase of tax for.secular education. It
has been lately said by one of her most gifted
sons, ¢ Massachusetts may blush, that the Catholic
Colony of Lord Baltimore, and the Quaker, the
blameless Quaker Colony of Penn, were original-
ly founded on the principles of christian rlght,
long before she felt or acknowledged them.” ”

“ CHAVRACFTER OF THE LUTHERAN
CLERGY IN HAMBURG.

In one of their meetings a young minister said
that the Biblé“was a very Well told tale, but that it
it was absurd to consider itinspired, and he also de.
nounced in strong terms the divinity and atone-
ment of Christ. A clergyman, less heterodox
wished thatthe youngman might be censured for his
infidelity, but he was protected and defended by
the majority. = Another young clergyman bad re-
viewed two sermons published by two of the senior
pastors, and had censured certain unscnptura] sen-
timents contained in those discourses. This
young man was, by a vote ‘of the majority, laid
under censure, and forbidden to preach for the space
of two years for this offence. A clergyman who
had taken no part in the discussion, sarcastically
said, ‘No doubt, gentlemen, you have done
ught 'This young man has merely blasphemed Je.
sus Christ and denied the inspiration of the Serip-
tures. You have no doubt done right in screening
him from all punishment and alt blame., But that
young man has blasphemed two doctors of divini. -
ty, which is an offence not to be tolerated or for-
given. You have doubtless done right in laying
him under censure and forbiding him to preach for
two years. Doubtless, gentlemen, you have done
right.”  But these remar ks appeared to produce
no effect upon them.”

RELIGIOUS CONFORMITY.
An old lady up in Vermoiit was once asked by
a young clergyman to what religious denomina.
tion she belonged. “I don’t know,” said she,”
“and I don’t care any thing about your nomina.
tions—for my part 1 hold vn to the old meeting
house 3

Honorary Trries.—A retired son of St.
Crispin, who had amassed considerable wealth,
used to put the letters F. R. S. and C. after his -
pame ; he translated them thus:—First Rate

Shoemaker and Cobler,
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' BROKEN TEES:

BY J. MONTGOMERY.

"The broken ties of happier days’
How often do they seem

To come before our mental gaze:
Like a remembered dream:;

Around us each dissevered chain
In speaking ruin lies,

And earthly hands can ne’er again:
Unite those broken ties

The vp'arents of our youthful home,
The kindred that we loved,

To desert seas removed.

©r we have waiched their parting breath,
And closed their weary eyes,

And sighed to think hew sadly death
Can break.all human ties,

The friends, the loved omes of ‘ur youth
Theéy too are gone or changed;

Or, worse than all, their love am'} truth

- Are darkened or enstranged: -

They meet us in the glittering throng,
With cold averted:eyes,

And wonder that we weep-their wrong,
And mourn our broken ties.

©Oh, whoin sucha world as this;

Could bear their lot of pain,
. Did not one radient hope of bliss

* Unclouded yet remain ?

That hope the sovereign Lord has giverm,
Who reigns above the skies ;

Hope that unites our souls to-heaven,
By faith’s endearing ties:

Each care, each ill of mortalbirth,
Is sent in pitying love -

To lift the lingering heart from’ Feartly
And speed its flight above.

And every pang that wrings the breast:
And every joy that dies;

"Fells us to seek a purer rest,

. And trust to holier ties.

-

CHRISTIAN CON SOLATION

experienced much afffietion.]

Jesus, I my cross have takem,
-~ All to leave, and follow thee,
MWaked, poor, despised, forsaken,
Taoy, from hence, my all shalt be
Perished every fond ambition,
All Pve sought, or hoped, or known,,
Yet how rich is my condition,
God and heaven are all my own £

* ¢o, them, earthly fame and treasure,
Come disaster, scorn and pain ;.
In thy serviee, pain is pleasure,
With thy favoer, lossis gainy
I have called thee Abba Father,
- Fixed my wandering heart on thee;
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather,
All must work for goodto me 't

Soul ¢ then know thy fall salvation,
Rise o%er sin, and fear, and care ;
Joy to find in every station
Something still to do or bear !
Think, wlrat spirit dwells within thee,
Think what heavenly bliss isthine ;
Think that Jesus died to save thee—
Child of heaven—canst thou repine ? -

Haste thee on, from grace to glory,
Arnvd by faith, and wing’d by prayer,

Heaven’s eternal day ’s before thee,
God’s own hand shall guide thee there.

Soon shall close thy earthly mission—
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim-days,

Hope shall change to glad fruition—
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise,

Far from our arms perchance may roam .

EY

; [The annexed feelmg, and beautiful lines are said
to have been written by a young Enghsh lady, who had!|

© Piep, at Brownhéven, Sullivan eo. ’, on Saturdéy the
15th ult., Mrs. Evrenog, wife of Stephen Decker, aged 33
years. Sister Decker related her experience to the chureh
in this place, and- was received and baptlzed upon profes.
sion of her faith: Imhﬁ - Redeemer, -about twelve months
‘ago. Since her union. with the churely, owing to the deli-]
cate state of her health, and.the distanceof her residence
from: our place of worship, she had not enjoyed as fre-
quent seasons of social intercourse with the church as she
desired. Her mind, however, appeareds to be steadfastly
fixed on Christ, as the Author and Finisher of her faith:

she was very much reduced, and had suffered much for
" |some months before her death; all of which she was en-|
abled to bear, with becoming resignation to the will of God.
"Her final exit was c‘almbarbxd undismayed. She wasaware
1of het approaching dissolution, and talked of her depar-
Lture with sweet composure. ’

‘She has left three. childrén, anda bereaved husband,
with numerous relatives and friends, to- feel the affliction
which. this- dispensation has occasioned.

At the funeral, which was well attended, we preached
from 2 Cor. v. 5+ * Now he that hath wrought us for the
self same thing, is God ; who also hath given unto us the
‘earniest of the Spirit.” En.

DEEE’DQ

| Wm.

The followmg agents are duly authorised "o colleet
receipt and transmit to the editor all moneys due to the
Signs of the Times:—

Mawve.—J. Bailey, J. Steward, J. L. Purmgton,J Bad-
ger;. D, Whitehouse, Wm. Eustice.

New HAmsm.RE —-Joel Fernal, Oliver Fernal.:

Massicavserrs.—D. Cole, P. Hartwell, D. Clark.

ConxecTicsT~—Elder A. B. Goldsmith, Williany Stanten,
William- N.. Beebe. :

New Yorx.—Elders G Conlxhn, Reed Burritt, Tho.. .
Hill, Martin Salmon, J. D. Wilcox, N. D. Rector, D. E.
Jewett Charles Memt, A. A €ole; and brethren L. 1.
Vail, J. Vaughn, Tho. Falconer, Wm. Murray, Doct. Wm.
B Slawson, €. Hogaboom, Lemuel Earle, Gideon Lob.
dell, Charles Woodward, Titus Bisb amucl Mead, Wm..
Sharp Jacob Winchell, Jun A g

New York city—Samuel Allen, {70 Llspenard streei,}
and John Gilmore, [96 Sixth Avenue.] .

Ngw Jeasey.-Biders Christopher Suydam’; and broth.
ren Peter Hoyt, Jr., George Doland, Col. Wm. Patterson,.
Drake, Jonas Lake,. J. B. Rittenhouse,.
George Slack.

Pennsyrvania.—Elders Hezekiah West,
Pasco, Eli Gitehell, Henry Rowlaad, Arnold “Bolch,,
.and  brethren Wllmot Vail, Nathan ‘Greenland,.
William Stroud, J. Hughes, J. W. Dance, John Carson, An.f :
drew Lynn, Wm. H. Crawford, [corner Willow and Seventh
streets, Philadelphia,] Ba,rnard VanHom, James Wells,.
George Hearsack.

Drraware.—Elders Thomas Barton,-
Samuel Meredith, and Jeseph Smart.’
> MaryrAND.—James Lowndes, Baltimore, Lewis F. Klip-
stine, Wm. Selman, James Jenkins, Herod Choate. - = -

DistricT or CoLumBia.—-A., Mclntosh, Waskingtoncity.

Zophe# D,

Lemuel Hal¥

At Walkill, on ’Saturday', the 15th uit., Mr. NartHAN
» | TrFFENY, aged about 35 years.

@gsociational meztmgs.

' The Barrmore Old School Baptist Association will
hold her uext annual session with the church at Warren,
Baltimore county, Md., about twelve miles from Baltimore
city, from which. place passengers can find conveyance by
the Susqaehannah Rail Road to Cockeysville, whieh is ir
ithe vicinity of the meeting. ~ The session will commence
on Thursday the 15th day of May next, at-11 o’clock, A.
M andbe continued until Saturday evening following,

- The Deraware Association will be held with the Salem
‘Baptist church, in the city of Philadelphia, commencing
on Saturday the 24th day of May, 1845. ’

The Deraware River Association will meet with the
Baptist church at Washington, Seuth River,N. I., (be-
tween New Brunswick and South Amboy,) on Fnday the
30th of May, 1845.

The WARWICK Association will hold her next‘ anniver.
sary with the Baptist church at Brookfield, Orange co
N.Y,on Wednesday the 9th day of June, 1845, at 11
o’clock,

Old Sch, ol brethren are respectfully invited
i the above meetmgs

ﬂtztztpts.\

New-Yorr.—Deacon M L Corwm $1; Mis W Peck
1; Anna Shadduck 1.

VirGiNiA.—Wm C Walshall 5; M P Lee E
€ Booton 3; M A VanCleve 1.

Inpiana—Eld R Riggs 10; Eld .
Fairman 1.

Kexruery.—Eld L Jacobs 5; Eld
Manning 5; R L Edwards I; W Flan

Maine.—~Wm Quint 1; Eld E Ashh

Opro—Eld S Wlllldlns 3; S Aty

Iivors—Eld T Threlkeld 1; R
H G Cahee Del. 1; Sally bdrgent N
5; Moses Rogers Esq N J. 3; O,
Myhand Ga. 1; James H
T.2; EldP Hartwell Mas
Meaders Mi. 6; David R M

New &gent.—Elder Feliz Redding, Chariton co., Mo. |

i Thomas Buck, Daniel T. Crawford, William €. Lagek;.
k"man,S Cauldwell, J. Clark, J. Duval; and brethren:

and brethren

‘M. W. Sellers, B. Parks,

Vireinia—Elders Samuel Trott, William : Matvin,
m. W. Covmgton,.] Keller, T. F. Webb, R. C. Leach-

C. Gallatt, Esq., Wm. Costm, Cyrus Goode, ‘A, R.
Barbee, John Triplett, M. P. Lee, Wm. Trenton, James B..
Shackleford, Isaac Hershberger, Stearling Hillsman, Israek
Curry, C. Hauselaw, Joseph Furr, Solomon Buntou, Win:
Eorsee, John Martin,

Norta Caroriva.—L. B. Bennett-

Souvrn Caronina~—TFheron Earle, B. Lawrence, Esq.

Georcia.—Elders James Henderson, Joseph J. Batile,
Wm. Abbott, J. Daniell, €. A. Parker, J. W. Turner,
T. Guice ; and brethren A. Preston, J. Holmer, Georgs _
Leeves, Jethro Oates, D.- M. Hall.

Arssama.—Elders B. Lioyd; and brethren -Bakez
Roberts; Wm. Melton, Robert Newton, A. Buck-
ley, Jesse Lee, A. West.

Mississiper—J. Barrets, &. Eastland, J. Lee, T. M. Petty.

Teunssses.—Elders John M, Watson M. D. , George Ru.
Hoge ; and brethren William Braton, Esq A Compton,.
Wm. Anthony,l L Palmer, J. Harper, A. Moore, E.
Moreland.

KenTucky. —Eldeis Thomas P. Dudley, Samuel Jones,
Joseph Cullen, Jordan H. Walker, Wm. Gosney, John Der-
vis, Peyton SB. Nanece; and brethren A, VanMeter,
John Gonterman, James M. Clarkson, Esq., John Larew-
meés Gains, Esq., Sanford Connelly, Henry C. Catlett,
s Martin, Charles Mills, K. Williams, L. Jacobs,

Knight, J. M. Teague, Wm. Hosmore, F. W. Thorn,
~H. Kleet, Esq.,, Wm. Manning, J. Duval, M. Lassing,
. Theobles, James M. Parker, Hugh Conn,: "
issoun1—Elders A, Patison, Henry Louthan, Morton
Brown, William Davis, Thomas P. Stephens, R, Owings,

yavid Lenox, ThomasJ. Wright, George Clay; and brethren
regory, Joseph Thorp, Wm. Thorp, John Rothwall,
Reynolds, Stafford Mec Gee, G. W. memerman,

M. Wall.

LLIN oxs.—Elders Thomas

H. Owen, Elijjah Bell ;
Jonathan Davis, Col. L. Williams,
Esq., Nicholas Wren, James Ticknor, James J. Bennett,
I Brisco, Maj J. Strickler, M. Soveredge, T. Threlkeld.
Inpisna.—Elders Wilson Thompson, David Shirk, John
Lee, John W. Thomas, A. Baker, H. D. Banta, R. nggs,
J. Jones ; and breth-
ren John Hartgrove, Jameson Hawkins, Abram Hauser,
George Anderson, Asaph Webster, Esq., Peter Caress; L.
Mellett, J. Romine, James Fisher, Wesley Spitler.

Ounro.—Elders Lewis Seitz, Eli Ashbrook, Daniel Rob-
egson, George Ambrose, Samuel Hendershot Christian
Kagafman B. Green, S. Williams ; and brethren J. Tapscott,
Zepheniah Hart, Richard A. Morton, John Taylor Joseph
Humphrey, W Kirkpatrick, B. D. Dubois, Isare Sperry,
J. Taylor, Jacob Hershberger I.T. Saunders, Ellis 1\llnler,
Esq., Benjamin Truex, Esq.,, Samuel Drake.

Micuican,—Eld, James P.. Howell, Archibald Y.
Murray, James S: Dean, Amos Holmes, Esq.

© Towa TERRITORY. ———Eld Joseth Flint, W M. Morsow,
A.. L. Holgate..
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FOR THE. SIGNE OF THE TIMES
It is very evident that a certain class of persons
will contmue to importune and harrass our (New
Jersey) Lemslature until it shall be induced to vi.

their servants, arnd ¢ engave in all schemes and de-
vices fo raise money, by forming societies, se]lmg
temperance sonws and medals, &e., in their houses
of worship on the day they regard as the sabbath.
But, say they, these are works of necessity and
mercy, so may be loosing the ox or theass.  Does
the fourth commandment, which 4s the only author-
ity in God’s word: for the observance of the sab-
bath, admit of any such works7 The language
is, “ in it thou shalt not do any work,”  &ec. And
the Lord has cut off all inferences and implica-
tighs by saying, “-Ye shall notadd unto the word
which I command you neit’h’erz shall ye diminish
anght from it.” Deut. iv. ~Hence you per-
ceive that they cannot add warksq]‘ necesszty ‘and
mercy, nor substitute any other day to suit” their

olate one of the most important principles of our
blessed constitution, by legislating upon the divipe
law. Petitions are now inundating :that bodv
-asking a law ‘passed prohibiting “tavern keepers
from selling liqours on Sunday, ‘1mpr0peﬂy called
. *the Sabbath, because no command is to be found
" in the Scriptures of ['ruth forany other than the
-seventh day: to be observed as the sabbath. If it
is sinful to sell intoxicating di ?inks on Sunday, is
"it not equally so on any other’ day of the week?
If so, why this distinction of :days?. This is one
step to abridge, by legislation, the liberty of con-
'scxence guar antied to us by the constltutlon, andj,
“the next may be to revive the ancient laws com-
_pelling all to worship God on that day according
to their views of the subject. Let public opin-
ion (in accordance with the constitution) " regulate
this matter s let rail road compames, capal  com-
_panies, and others, that deem it a -duty, observe
_the first day of the week, but let no legislature
us arbitrary penal laws.
to compel Jew or Gentile; by a Ieuxslatwe act,

him away to ‘watering T’ Luke xiil.

xviii. 13. ¢ This is the man that teacheth al
men, everywhere, against the people and the law,”

[xxi. 28.] to desecrate the “sabbath, &ec., &ec.—lo
Paul cautioned the church against this very doc- |1 \ .
has fulﬁl]ed ali it equ:rements, he declares, “1It
Again, the saints|for their daily bread.
are told;- & Ye also are become dead to the law, heaven for you, and the people shall go out and’

trine. See Col..ii. 16 & 17. They pretend to

have a sacred reﬂald for the command to keep
‘the sabbath day holy, yet drive a horse to meeting,

What right have and grace, pleases to lmplant in him spu‘itual life,

o adopt their version of God’s law ? The same
+ arguments used by them - were used 1800 }eals
~ ago, and the same reply made at that period is
equally applicable at -the present ‘time, “Thoulhe finds rest.
hypocrite. doth not each one of you on the sab-

bath loose his ox or hisass from the stall and lead ;
15.—{own works, as God did from his.”

They oceupy the same position, as regardsthe law,|10.  Thiss the doctrine set forth by an' inspired
as did the ancient scribes and pharisees, who. said ) :
. of the disciples of Christ, “"This fellow persua: U
" deth mento worship God contrary tothelaw;” Aects

own convenience, without annulling God’s law,

and leaving each one to determme for himself]

.what are works of necessity. and mercy. Now
the command either is, or is not in fotce ; if in

If bound to df}serve the sabbath day, they are
equally so to let their land rest on the seventh
year. *Sik vrars shalt thou sow thy land and
gather in the fruits thereof, but the seventh vEar
thou shalt let it rest and lie still.” Ex. xxiii. 10.

The argument that the Lord resting from his
labors on the seventh ‘day established a sabbath i is
not susceptible of‘scripture proof. It was not

.naméd.until enjoined upon the ge\y ish nation.—|

National Israel was a type-of spiritual Israel,
held in bondage by the Egyptians until God saw
fit to release them from _t\hatfbﬁndage; so the
child of God, born in due course of nature parta-
king.of the earthly/natme of Addm, is held un,
der sin; until God, by his sovereign power, mercy,

and he, being born again, goes to work to patch,
and piece out a robe of righteousness for himself,
until he finds his labor all in vain, anl fis brought
to throw himself at the feet of Jesus, in whom
¥ There remaineth therefore ‘a
rest to the people of God. For he that‘gﬁas en-
tered into his rest, be also hath ceased from his
Heb. iv. 9 &

the law given to national Israel was io
until all designed to be accomplished by

iif y the coming of Christ, who say®,

the New Testame'lt
will state an analogous case.
passed a law. chalteung a U. 8. Bank, for 20
years; at the end of that time ‘all the purposes-
contemplated by it were accomphwed will it be
contended that that law is still in opelahon 1ot
have not all its requirements beén fulfilled. ~ Like:
the law commmdmg “the observance of the sab-
bath it was instituted for a specxal purpose, special
time, and special people ; certainly not for the
whole human family, The New Testament fur-
‘nishes a full, comple
and practice for the children of God, and yet not
one word is there found enjeining the observance
of the sabbath ; though all the moral obligations
of the law are embodied therein.
we seek theie for authoutv for praying to
saints)

force why do they not obey if, and be Jews?—)

ship and rest, I readily admit ;

ever, or any of its prohibitions.

] atid’ are under the law to Chust ‘as found in
To illustrate the matter I
In 1816, Congress

#nd perfeet rule of faith

“As well might
departed

In every Tﬁtellicent beincrbib implanted a pria-

ciple by which he can distinguish betweer# right
and wrong.
law, are a law to themselves ;” does this -embrace
an obhgatlon upon the whole heman f'amly to
keep. the sabbauh, whef it is recorded in. the
same verse that the gentlles had not the law, and

¢ These having not the  (written)”

khew nothmo of any such commard except by ed-
ucation ? * does it make all amenable in direct

co‘ntradi_ctibn fo the positive deelarmmn of hely

writ, that, where no law s there is no transgression ?
"That under the gospel dispensation- the fist day -
of the week should be observed asa ‘day of wor-"
but having no con-
nexion with, or reference te the Sinai law, what.-
No first day is
the sabbath of the Lord; thy God ; in it thou
shalt not do any work, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, &c. The obligation rests not upon
the command to the Jewish nation, bat the exam-
ple of the Apostles, who were moved by the Holy
Ghost and * upon the first day of the week, when
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them ;” (Acts. xx. 7) and the di-
rection not to forsake the assembling. of them-
selves together ; (Heb. x/ 25) with many . others.
Again not only was the command to keep the sab-
bath given tonational Israel exclusively, but as con-*
clusive evidence of the fact, no other people were
ever so situated as to obey it. The Israelites
were commanded, © Six days shalt thou laber.”
How perfectly adapted to the demands of this law
was their pecaliar situation ; they being a people

: have a fire kindled, and a good dinner prepared by

distinet from all others, placed in a wilderness, de.
pendert upon theu obedience to this command
“1 will rain bread from

(Jewish law,) by’the body of Chrxst ” [Rom. vil. wather a certain rate every day; on the sixthday
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they shall prepare that which they shall bring in
and it shall be twice'as muchk as they gather dai-
1y.” (Exod. xvi. 4 &5.) “8ix days ye shall
zather it but on the seventh day which is the sab-
bath, in it there shall benone.”(26) Here we per-
ceive that disobedience was certain death ; if they
did not labor daily “six days,” they mus starve,
for each labored for himself ; they gat%ered every
man according 10 his own eating, and he that gath-
ered much had nothing over, and he that gathered:
liitle had nolack. -(18) “The Lord hath given
you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you, én the
sixth day, the bread of two days.” (29) “So
the people rested on the seventh day.” (30.)—
Now supposing that other najions had this com-
mand, (which Paul says they had not, ¢ The gen.
tilos have not the 'law.” (Rom. ii. 14.) It is
‘preposterous to.contend that they could obey it,
so long as they were not incorporated with this
peculiar people ; and still.more absurd to substi.
tute another day, whichuighe Lawgwer has no.
where authorised, and app]y the requuements
of the "command to keep the seventh day 4o that
substitute.

C s W,
" February 20, 1845, .
FOR THE SIGNS OF THE :I'IMES.
Long Meadow, Va., Jan. 81, 1845,

My pzar ereTizr :—I often think of you, and
the very responsible station, you occupy, and I
hope you will net. think, I flatter you, when I say
that in gy humble juidgement, the God of nature
and grace, has done great things for you, and
since he 'has done all by bestowing gifts. and
grace, as wéll as working in you both to will
to do; you have nothing left you to glory in, save
the cross of your dear Redeemer, for whom you
have so far proved yourself willing to suffer the loss
of all, tyyhat,po'or blind erring mortals ¢all good or
great. Tknow I havebut a vague and imperfect
idea, of the scenes of trial and difficulty the good
Lord has already brought you through, and has
made your paper, enriched by thecommunications
of so'many able -writers, good news from a far
country, and as cold water to many a thirsty soul
-1 once in a while heéar of persons who were once
with us by profession denouncing you, calling you
wicked, dnd charging upon you, brother Trott and
the ‘Signs, our seperaticn from the new school
Baptists: now if that be the.fact, to-my mind, it is
as clear as noon day, that: God has made use of
you to better the condition of both parties; 1
claim not to be one of the oldest Old School Bap-
tists 1n Virginia, but have been trying to preach
ﬂélvation by Jesus Christ about thirty five years
and six months, and there are kundreds of candid

of #n iron tool till Luther Rlce came amonost us

9

who, though he preached sound doctrine;and very
ably too, annoyed many of the brethren-with his
he was soon backed by a host
of other talented men, and then we began to hear
Fuller’s gospel instead of Christ’s gospel ; and then
device upon device, to get money, until we were| J
so worried with déptrines and devices, that it was
impossible for us to get along together, just as im.

missionary plans :

possible as to mix oil and water.

ditional salvation.

the spl