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MINUTES.

U~HON, MONROIl: COUNTY. GA., SEPT. 6TH, 1898.

The introductory sermon was preached by Elder W. T. Godard
from Son~! of Solomon 8:9,10: "King f.: olomon made himself a
chariot of the. wood of Lebanon. He mads thereof of silver, the
bottom thereof of ~old. the covering of it of purple, the midst
thereof being paved with love for the daughters of Jerusalem."

After one hour's intermission messengers and correspondents
assembled in the house.

1. Sin~ing and prayer by Elder T. E. Sikes.

2. Read letters and recorded messenger's names.
3. Elected 1i;lder I. L. (runteI', Moderator, and Elder W. T. God.

a~d, Clerk.
-l. Appointed J. B. Bell, J. W. Derick, J. F. Taylor, E. B. Tay

lor, and J. W. Brandon a committee to arrange divine aervices.

5. Received correspondence from Little River Association to
wit: Elders S. J. Blackwell, J. J. Dempsey, and brether T. B.
Newton.

6. .A ppointed brother L . J. Newton to write Corresponding
Letter.

7. Adjourned to 8 :30 Wednesday morning.
---:0:---

Preaching in the heuse Tuesday evening by Elder S. J. Black
well.

---:0:---

Met according to adjournment. Wednesday morning, September
7, 1898. Sin~in~ and prayer by brother Dennis Shep h erd .

1. Called ttle rell. Suspended reading decorum.
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2. Appointed Correspondence to Little River A8Bociation to

convene with Boiling Spring Church, twelve (12) milea frem ROI
well, on Friday before third (3d) 8unday in August, 1899, to-wit:
Elders S..J. Ratliff. J. L. Hays . 1. L. Gunter, J. A. Wright, and
hretbren W. M. Leach. A. C. Elliott, D. Lites, T. J. Stephens. R.
:1". Arington, M.8. Williamson, J. F. Taylor, E. B. Taylor, T. G.
Preston. Blue Ridge-To convene with Liberty Church. Unien
county, "a, on Friday before first (Lat) Sunday in October, 18;8,
to-wit: Elders 1. L. Gunter, G. W. Phillips, S. G. Ratliff',

3. Appointed Union Meetinga as Iollows : For First District, at
Ocmulzee Church, Jasper county, Ga., on Friday before fifth (5th)
Bunday in July, 18,n For Second District, at Forest, Clayton
county, Ga., Friday before fifth (5th) Sunday in Juiy, 1899.

4 Appointed Sixty-first Session of this body to hold with Sandy
Creek Church, Butts county, Ga., one mils South of Flovilla, on
houthern Railroad, on Friday before first (lilt) Sunday September,
1899.

5. Appointed brother 1. L. Gunter to preach introductory ser-
mon and Elder Gerge W. Phillips, in case of failure. .

•. Appointed Eifler W. T. Godard to Write next Circular Letter,

7. Circular Letter was presented and read by Elder G. W. Phil- I

lips, wbicl1 was received and adopted by the body.

8. Adjou~ned to 8:38 a. m. Thursday.
----:0:---

Prayer meeting at the stand led by brethren S. J. Bennett, Rey
nolds, and brother J. M. Vaughn.

Preaching by Elderll S. $. Ratliff and W. T. Godard.

AFTERNOON.

Preaching in meeting house bv Elder T. E Sikes and brother
Reynolds . In school house by Elders Geo. W. Phillips and J. L.
Hays.

---:0:---

THURGDAY, 8:30 A. M. SEPr. 8, 18~i.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Elder T. J. Head.

1. Brother L. J. Newton read Corresponding Letter waich wall
received and adopted by the bo .ly.

2 Called for contributions and received for Minutes $23 75; for
visiting and infirm ministers, $53 70.

3 Ordered 1,000 copies of these minutes printed and distribut
ed in the usual way, and the Clerk to have the balance of minute
fund for his service.

4, Ordered onr arti cles of faith pnblished, with the Scriptural
proofs, iu thia minute,

5. Icesolved, That this body tender thanks to this Church and
community for their kindness and hospitality extended us and our
visiting friends during this session.
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6. Read, received, an d ad opted m inutes.

7. Ad journed aft er h earty hand-shaking, tears and r ejoicing and
a ferve nt prayer by the 1\1 oderator, to meet again at. Sandy Creek
on F riday befor e first (1st ) Sunday in Septem ber , 1 8a~ .

Ira L. GUNT E R, 'V. T. GODARD,
Moderator. Clerk,

- - - :0 :--- -

CI R CUL AR LET 'l'B R .

To the Churche« composim; tlu: Ton'ali[lCt Aseociotion of P rimitive B aptist»:

Grace be unto .'1011 and P ('((I'C h,' mu ltiplied,

DEAR B RE T HR E N AND B I8Tlms I N THE L ORI}:-

T h e tim e for ou r an
nual mee t.in g (th e 60th Fess ion ) o f ou r b ody h as roll ed around,
and , ac cordin g to 0 111' cus to m it will be expected that we address
yon by way of Circular Le t te l', an d for a text we refer you to I saiah
1 :18. " Come now an d le t 118 reason together sait h th e Lord," T'his
appeal (or com mand ) hav i IIg come from God, and God being a s p ir
it, i t must have a spiri tu al a pplicat ion to spiritual subjects. Whi le
t h is appeal was made to na t.iona l I srael under t h e proph etical dis
p ensation it is made to s piri t ual I srael under the Go s pel dispen sa 
tion. We th en as Primiti ve Baptists believe th e Sc ri p t u r es of t h e
Old an d Nevi Te s tamen ts 1.0 he the word of God and ' tho. only r u le
of-faith ami practice a re n ot willing to adm it th at an y par t of them
nas bun mistranslated . . v. e believe th e Sc riptu res to be profitab le
for doctrine an d are ce nfld ..nt that the doctrine of th e Bible is i h e
only sound doctrine that, is t aught, The Sc rip tures teach us that
God is alwise, i ndependen t Sove rei gn God , ami that He will do
all His pleasure, and t ha t He p urposed in eterni ty (before this
world bega n) to save si nne rs and that in the great 'coven an t of
graee, He, th e Father , gave th e Son a people, that this sa me pe op le
t ha t was zi vsn Him af ter wards fel l by reason of transgression . By
virtue of t hat gi f t it ga ve the Son the r ig h t to redeem , the price o f
redemption being th e blood of Ch ris t , th erefore He is th e eternal
coven ant h ead an d representative of His people . Eternal lov e,
eternal life and eternal ligh t was all t r eas u red in Him H e '..eing th e
eternal su rety of His p eop le according to His ete rna l purpose wh ich
He purposed in H imself before th e world began that we m ight be to
the praise of tb e glory of H is g ra ce and great nam e. Notwi th stand 
inz He has red eem ed h is pe ople fro m u nd er t h e cn rse of the law
they are yet wi tho u t sa lvati on. They h a ving been rede emed by H is
blood th ey must be saved by His li fe and grace H e navinz bo rne th eir
pin s in H is o wn body npon th e tree calls them by ~Iis spirit a n d
grace ou t of dar kness into light, He leads th em about and instru cts
them, leads them in a way t hey knew and in paths th ey never trod .

Dear bret h re n it is he re I hat godly sorrow for si n is produced in
the soul which wo rks a rr-pe ntance that n eedeth n ot to be repe nt 
ed of. It ha s q uicke ne d in to life, t he sou l h avin g been animat ed
bv d ivine lif e i t ca n then behold the inbred cor r up t ion of th e heart
and rea liz in g the dep ravi : y of the h uman heart they are by t.h is
q uick en i ng a nd operation b rough t in d irect touch with thi s appea l,
" Corne now and let 11 5 rea xon to e the r sai th th e Lord, th ough you r
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.si ns be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow, though they be red
like crimson they shall be as wool." The soul having thus been

IlJu ic ke n ed and brought of the spirit of God can then begin to un
derstand how that God in His eternal wisdom chose and predesti
nated 10 sure, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, and
] IOW it is 1hat predes tination ann election tends to save and elevate,
lift up and not reprobate or destroy, see how that reprobation is
by his own sins and wicked works, and of his own volition had
fallen under t he la w a nd nnder Its curse. .Iesus, our covenant
head , was mane a curse for us that. we might be made the
ri~hteonslless of n od in Him. Now those that have Christ's
righteousn ess impuird to them the appeal comes-"Come Rowand
le t UR reason togeth er, saith the 1.ord,"-for we are Hi s workman
s h ip, creat ed in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath be
fore ordain ed that we should walk 111 them. Weare confident that
the good works here spoken of does not precede justification by
faith, bu t a re the fru its of faith and follow after justification and
a re eviden ce s to us of our gracious state In reasoning on this
r nbject let us not conclude that there is salvation in the carnal law
fo r If there could have been a law given that would have given life,
verily rigbteousness would have been by the iaw, for I was alive
o nce without t he law, bu t wh en the com m a nd m e n t. came sin Ye
v .ved and 1 died. An d ye t we must not repudiate t h e moral law,
hut obey i is e ver y precept for it is good and commendable. and is
o u r schoolmaster to b r ing us to Ohrist. It is reasonable to con
dude that. t hose who have heen redeemed by His precious blood
a nd call ed by His H oly Sp irit ou t of darkness into light. and saved
hy His grace that. H l~ would forever cast th em off? No, but to
th e con t r ar y , He has p re m is ed to keep them by His mighty power
through faith unto salva t.ion ready to be revealed in the last. time.
Je-us said, I am th e resurrecti on and the life. For t.he time will
co m e when they th at are in th e grave shall hear His voice and
come forth , they that. have done good unto the resurrection of life
and they t ha t have done evil unto t he resurrection of damnation.
Th en we understand t h at there will be a resurrection of both the
i l1 :-; t and tile unjust, both the ri ghteous and the wi cked, both the
S ved and unsaved "But every man in his own order." Dear
\l1I-thren wha t a solemn thought ? W hat manner of men ought
W >' to be in all man n e r, and in all holy con versa tion ? Let us walk
ii i t h e lig h t of ou r dear Saviour's countenance, let us often be
Iu u ud reasoning: with God , and pray ing-"Lord. what wilt thou
h a \' C me to do?" G E O. W. PHILLIPS.

- ---:0:---

CORRESP ONDIN G .T,E'1'l'EU.

T'ie Touxiliq« A8.~oc icit ion to the Association», Chu rclu« and brethren with
iolunu .«he corresptnuls, and of the like preciou»f aitlc-e-Geeciitu),

BE LOVED BRETH R"G:. - ;-

Through the kindness of an al wise God we
have been permitted to hold the Sixtie t.h Session of this body in
peace and har mon v, for which we feel to praise His Holy Name.
W~ have bee n much blessed and instructed in the good things. of
the gospel through t h e visi ting', as we ll as our own , ministry dur-
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ing the present session.

W. have appointed tbe brethren whose names appear in the
minutes of this sessien to return correspondence to you, and rep
resent us in your bodies.

The next session of this body, Providence permitting, will b.
held with Sandy Creek Churcb, Butts count)', Ga ., on Southern
Railway, one and one-half miles South of Flovilla, commencing
Friday before first Sunday in September, 1899, when and where we
hop. to meet and worship with yon again.

Yours in gospel bonds,
1. I .... GUNTER,

Moderator.
W. T. GODARD,

Clerk.

---:.:---
Closing sermons by Elder S. J. Blackwell and our venerable

Moderator with milch spirit and power, and we hope and believe
to lasting effect.

---:0:---

ARTICLES OF OUR FAITH AND SCRIPTURAL

PROOFS.

Article I. We believe in one only and true living God,
and a Trin1ty of persons in the God-head: Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. Prsof: Deut. 4:39, Isaiah 45.6, Mark
12:32, John 1:1-14, Col. 1:15.17, Phil. 2:6-8, 1 Jehn 5:7,
John 17, John 10:30.

Article 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments are the Word of GQd and the only
rule of Faith and Practice: Proof: 2 Timothy 3:16,17,
1 Peter 1:19-21, Rev. 22:18,19.

Article 3. We believe in the doctrine of Eternal and
Personal Election of a definite number of the human race,
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world that
they should be holy and without blame before Him in
love. Preef: Eph. 1:4,6, 2 Thess. 2:13. John 15:16, 1
Peter 1 :2, Ibid 2:9.

Article 4. We believe in a covenant of Redemption,
ordered in all things and infallibly sure ever existing be
tween God the Father and God the Son. Prsof: Isaiah
89:3,4, 2 Samuel 23:5, Zach, 9:1 I, Luke 1:72, Heb. 13:20,
1 Peter 18:20, Rev. 5:9.

Article 5. 'Ve believe in the fall of man and the com ..
munication of Adam's corrupt nature to his posterity by
ordinary generation and their impotency to recover them-
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selves from the fallen state they are in by sin and wicked
works by their own free will ability. Proof' Ge n. 3:6,24,
Romans 5:12, Ibid 3~19, Ps. 51:5, Ibid 58:3, ) Cor. 15:22.

Article 6. We believe that all chosen in Ch rist shall
hear the voice of the Son of God and be effectually called,
regenerated and born a:ain, and that all thus born again
are justified in the spirit of God alone by the righteous
ness of J esus Christ imputed to them and received by
faith. Proof: John 1:27-29, I John 3:9, Eph. 1:4, 2
Timothy 1:9, John 6:37.

Article 7. We believe that all the saints of God thus
called by the Holy Spirit and justified by the righteous
ness of 'Christ shall be preserved in grace and none of
them finally fall away so as to be lost. Proof: James 2:23,
Romans 5: I Ibid 8:37-39, Col. 3.3, John 10.28,29.

Article 8. We believe in the doctrine of the resurrect
ion both of the just and unjust and a general judgment,
and that the joys of the righteous will be eternal and the
puniskmentof the wicked everlasting. Proof' John 5.28,
29, Acts 17.3 1, 1 Cor. 15.21,23, Rev. 20.12-15, Matt.
25.45,46.

Article 9. We believe that the Church of Christ is a
local body ot professing and baptized believers who have
gained Christian fellowship with each other, and have giv
en themselves up to the Lord and to one another and
have covenanted together to keep house tor God agree
able to the rules of the gospel and should therefore be kept
organically separate and distinct from and independent of
the world and its institutions, and is the highest and only

I ecclesiastical authority known to the Word of God. Proof:
Matt. 16:18,19, Eph. 1:22, Ibid 3:10, Ibid 5:24-27. Col.
1:8, Matt. 18:17, Eph. 2:19-22, I Cor. 6:4, Acts 15:4,
John 15.18,19.

Article 10. We believe that Jesus Christ is the ~reat
Head ef the Church, and her only law-giver, that the ~ov

ernment is with the Church itself, and is the privilege of
each member that the discipline cannot be legally extend
ed beyond her own Scriptural jurisdiction and is intended
for the reclamation or expulsisn of those members who
may be disorderly either in principle or practice and must
De faithfully kept up for God's glory and the-peace and
unity ef the Church. Proof: Matt. 18: 19, Col. I:18,
Acts 11:26, Col. 1:24, Eph. 5:23. .
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Article 11. We believe that water baptism, the Lord's

Supper and washing the saints' feet are or dinancesof the
Lord and are to be administered by the authority of th e
Church untii His second coming. Prosf: Mark 1:4, John
3:23, Acts 8:3 8, Ibid 9:18 -48, Matt . 26:26-28, Mark 14:
22- 24 , Luke 22: 19 ,20, Acts 2:4 2, John 13: 1 -17, 1 Tim.

5:10.
Article 12. We believe that none but regularly ord ain

ed ministers have the right to administer these ordinances,
that professed believers in Christ who in the ju dgment of
the Church are true Christians are the only proper sub
jects of baptism and immersion the only proper mode,
that none but regularly baptized and orderly[Cnurch mem
bers have a right to commune at the Lord's table. Proof:
Heb. 5:4, John 3:271 1 Tim. 4: 14, Titus 1:5, Acts 6:6,

Ibid 13:2,3.
----:o:~.---
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