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MINUTES 
OF THE 

· OU TEENTB AN~I~EB.SAB.Y 

u 

OF THE 

GREEN 
D BAPTIST .,. SSOOIATlON, . . ~· 

I 

I ld with the Rock ~;p1·ing. Chur~h, 

:B.U'I'BEB.FORD COUNT~, NOB.TH C.iUiOLINA, 

SEP . 29TH, 1854, AND D. Ys FOLLOWING. 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 29TH, 1854. 
The Int oductory Sermon was dt~livered by Elder L~ur-

ry, at the ·equest of the Clerk, fror 1st Corinthians, i2tb ch. 
27th v: ti· e hrotber and alternate appointed failing, in conse, 
quence of flliction and death. 

Afrer 3 minutes recess the d:lega~es assembled at the Meet- " 
ing HoL:ie. The Clerk then addres:~ed the brethren upon the 

. pecu!ia" sit ation which w, were 1, ~y the death of our Mo<l, 
• ~rator; and upon motion, Elder L. McCurry was appointed 

Moderator, pro.•tem,., to organize !be Association. 
1st. Read letters from the chu ·chei.i, and minuted their stand, 

ing. 
2d. On motion, extended an invitation for Churches to joi • 

us, and Zion Hill, a newly constitLted, presented a letter and 
their Constitution, asking admissio:1 into our b0dy; and upan 
examination were found ortho(L~ .... nd unanimously receivecJ, 
and their delegates were given the ri:rbt hand of fellowshjp by 
the l\foderator. Mount Lebanon presented their letter by their 
delegates, with their constitution, ·m ying admissian into our 
body; and after a foll examinatior. they were found soup.d in 
the faith, and cordially received, rn<l the hand of fello\.Ysbip 
exte1.ded hv the Moderator. . 

3d. Then, on motion, proceeded to elect brother C .. l Webb, 
Moderator, ~nd Elder Bailey Bruce, Clerk. 
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4th. Oh motion. the Committee appointed at t; last session 
to J;ok into t'he situatiol! of the Ebenezer churc , reported as 
follo\'vs, and wer·e discharged : 

Octob 28. 1853. 
Pursuant to an· act of Green Riv~r Assocat~on_, he follow~ng 

brethren appointed by the Green River Assoc1atw to examme 
the Ebenezer case, metrat Ebenezer, viz: Elder J M Webb, 
L McCurry and B Bruce, and brnthren J hn Ber. e, T Davis, 
W Fortune, R Wbitf'sides and D Walker. 

On motion, J M Webb was called to the cha;, and L Mc-
Corry appointed Secretary. 

• On motion, Elder J M Webb delivered a sermo fro the 5th 
chapter of GaJlations 7th verse. The chair then c lied upon 
the parties to know whether_ they we~e rea?y for i ial; where-
upon the minority answered rn the affirmative. 

After some consulta ion, on motion, the Churc' Book was 
ca !led for and the names of the memhers called where·upon 
87 members answered. The case of the committefB ~cting was 
was taken up, whereupon twenty .... three voted in th affirmative, 
and fifty.six in the negative, 

On motion, the names of the minority be record d in these 
proceedings, viz: Leonard Deck, John Freeman A P Holli-
field. J W l\lode. Noah Bollifield, Jackson Blantor L L Deck, 
W A \ ilson, T omas Bland, James Rollins, JamesG Freeman, 
Drucilla DPck. Sahah E iVilson, l\Jelinda Blan on, 1. f Melton, 
Em~ey HollifiJd, ED Hollifield. EN Rollins, A. ner Rollins, 
RE Rollins. E Blan to., l\I A Bland, Charlott Dw cus, Martha 
Hardin, ;,.:.,JD Hollifield and Lucinda Fortune. 

On motion, the minority presented their compl~ints: 
Charge 1st-against Aaron Bigo-erstaff for contempt to their 

Pastor, B E Ro1lins. 2d. For excluding bro Jac;{son Blanton I 
for Joining tbe Sons of Temperance, without cherging him as 
is usual in Baptist churches. 3d. Against Aaron Biggerstaff, 
for denying a charge made by him upon bro RolJins. 4th. For 
turning out LL Deck for being a Son, as they had rece:ved him 
as a Son. 

Upon readinP' of the complaints, one of the majority moved to 
reconsider. The question being put 35 voted in the affirmative, 
and 27 in tbe negative. The question being put whether the 
committee investigate the whole subject, 27 voted in the affir-
mari ve a d 17 in the negative. 

On motion. the evidence was adduced, the committee retired, 
and after a few minutes, agreed that the church ought to give 
satisfaction to bro B E Rollins, by requiring bro Biggerstaff to 
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mafoe an acknowledgment, and that they restore the minority, 
with the two Sons, to fellowship. The report of the committee 
being read to the ,church, the question \i\Tas pt!t, whether ~he 
1J\,ould take the advice or not, when 35 voted lll th~ negat1 ve 
and 16 in the affirmative. Tbe committee then as rnd the 
course which the agrieved would pursue; ·hereupon they said 
they wou Id take letters to join otb~r ~hurches, which the com-
mittee gave in behalf of the Assoc1at1on. 

L. McCuRRY, Sec'y. J. M. EBB, Ch'n. 

5th. The Clerk presented a letter from bro. John Davis, sta-
ting that he had formerly belonged t.o Wall's church, but by 
them had been excluded, and that he prayed the Assocfation 
to look into his situatio and· redress his grievance. 

On motion, agree to appoint a committee of s~ven to look 
ir.to lhe matter. The committet-\ consisting of brethren \V. 
Fortune. T. Davis, L. McCurry. B. E. Hollins, W. Goode. J.M. 
Allen and B. Bruce, ro meet at Wall's, on Friday before the 5 h 
Sabbath in January, 1855. 

6th. Bro her BenJ Jenkins presented a letter. from the Ebe-
neztr church, in which the church justifies herself to some f'X-
tent, and recommending some delegates to be recei vcd into this 
Asseciation. After considerable discussion it was una11 • rnous-. 
Iy agreed that this 1 ssociation could not rewgnise the Et cnezer 
as an orderly church 1 without the recanted an<i took rhe ach·c 
of the Asseciation through the committee ; and the lettPr · nd 
delegates were u animously rejected. 

7th. On motion, adjourned till nine o'clocl, A. I., tomorrow. 
Elder A. Padgett led in prayer. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30. 
The Association met according to appointment. Prayer by 

Elder B. Brace. 
1st. Called the Roll. 
2d. The Committee of Arrangements reported and were dis, 

charged. 
3d. Read Rules of Decorum, and minutes of yesterday. 
4th. Called for correspondence. and received of the Catawba 

Association a Letter and package or Minutes, by the hands of 
Elder R. H. Moody. From Tiger River Association, a Letter 
by tbe bands of Elder A. Paggett; no .Minutes or messengers 
presented. From the Salem, a letter by the hands of brothers 
T. Bradley and Wm. Morrison. All of whom were cordially 
received. . 

An invitation was extended for Ministering brethren to take 
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1111c;at:s with us. Elder John Jones of King's Mountain Associ1v 
tion being present objected to sitteng with us in consequence or· 
some expressions made by Elder L. M.cCurry,. in, which be 
thought that bro. McCorry held him in disorder tor preaching 
to Ebenezer church;. and bro. Jones fu.rtber stated that he did 
preach to Ebenezer, but not till after a Committee of brethren 
from churches of this Association: and his Association (King's 
Mountain.) met at Ebenezer and ad.vised that church ; which 
proceedings he said he did not recollect, but it was said by oth-
er brethren present that the whole recorded facts were here.-
Then, upon motion, agreed that the Mod·erator appoint a Com, 
mittee of three to look into the whole matter and report on 
Monday. Tbe Moderator appointerl Elders B. Bruce, William 
Harri! and L. McCurry. Elder C. B. Mingus, of Tuckaseege 
Association, kindly took his seat. 

5th. The Moderator appointed thP. following <:JommittP-es: 
On Finance-Bro's G . .M. Webb, J. W. Morgan and W. For-

tune. On Union Meetings-Bro's L. DP-ck, J. Bnge and B. 
Ledbetter. On Periodicals-Bro's L. McCurry, B. E. Rollins 
Md Thos Egerton. On Sabbath Schools-Bro's J. U. Wbite-
i-ides, M. Koon and D. D. Allen. On Temperance-Br-o's T. 
Davis, A. Padgett and J BPrge. 

6th. On motion, the Modorator appointed bro. T. Davis to 
write to thfl Tiger River Associarion,-C. Wilson, htmselt, and 
Elders A. Padgett, L. lVIcCurry, B. Bruce. and bro. C. J. Webb,. 
messengers. • 

Brother W. Fortune to write to the Satem Association-EJ·. 
dns J. N'ilkey and B.-Bruc~, an<l brothers E. K. Blanton, E. 
Holifield, M. Koon, J. Morriss and H. Gilliam, messengers. 

\ 

E.lder L. 1 foOurry to write to the Catawba River Associa, 
tion-Elders L. McGurry and B. Bruce, messengers. 

Brother· J. W. Green to write tot he Broad River Association;. 
E c.Jers L. McCurry, B. Bruce, Brothers C. J. Webb, D. P. Gold, 
E. r. Blanton, Elder B. E. Rollins, messengers. 

On motion, the ... foderator was appointed to write to the 
King's Mountain Associ.ation; himself and Brothers B. R. Dog-
gett., G. M. Webb, E. Hollifield, W. S. Hill, Elders L. .McCurr_y,. 
B. Bruce and B. E. Ro,llins, messf'ngers. 

1 7th. On motion Elders A. Padget, L. McCurry, Wm. Har-
• \ ril were appointed a committee lo furnish a Circular letter. 

8th. Elected Elder J. C. Grayso to prepare a Circular let-
ter for our next ses ion, upon a subject of his choice. 

0th. Tile Financial Committee reported '$23.26¾ received 
of the churches, and were discharged. 
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10th. Elected B. Bruce -to preach a Sermon, introductory to 
·our next session, and Elder L. McGurry his alternate. 

10th. Elected Elder L. McCurry to preach on the subject 
-of Missions, at the cfose of which a collection is to be taken, 
and Elder C. B. Mingus to preach i.n the forenoon, and Elder 
R. H. Moody to preach in the afternoon. 

11th. Called for Reports of Commhtees. 
Tbe Committee on Union Meetings reported as follows, and 

_were discharged: For the first District, to be held vvith Con-
·cord church, to commence on S t.urday before the tbir<l Lor 's 
day in April, 1855. Elders A. Pad 0 ett., B. E. Rollins, L. Mc-
·Curry, B. Bruce to attend it. For the second District to be hel 
with the Green's Creek Church, to commence on Saturoay be-
fore the firbt Lord's day in August, 1855. Elders A. Pa<lgeH, 
Wm. Hand, and J. Wilkey to attend it. For the third Distric , 
to be held with the Round Hill Church, to commence on Sat-
urday before the first Lord's day b May, 1855. Elders L. Mc-
Curry, I . H. foody, B. E. Rollins, B. Br ce and J. C. Gray o 
to attend it. 

12th. On motion, adjourned to meet at 8 o'cl<>Ck, l\Ionday 
morning. Elder R. H. Moody prayed. 

LORD'S DAY, OCTOBER 1. 
The Stand was occupied by those appointed, who preached 

to a large and well ordered assembly, and from the apparent 
effect we hope the fruits of the day's labors will be realized in 
eternity. Collection for Missions $22.00. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2. 
Met according to adjournment. Elder L. McCurry prayed. 
1st. Called the Roll and read MinGtes of Saturday. 
2d. Called for Reports of Committees. 
1st. The Committee on Periodicals reported, and was dis• 

charged. 2d. The Committee on Sabbath Schools re.porte(l 
and was discharged. 3d. The Committee on Temperance re-
ported and was discharged, 4th. The committee appointed to 
prepare a letter to supply the place of one to have been by our 
much esteemed and lamented hrother J . .M. Webb, submitted 
and read one wrote by him, for our first sessimt, which was 
u~animousfy adopted and ordered to be printed, and the com-
mittee discharged. 5th. Tbe committee appointted to look into 
the difficulties brought to view, by Elder J. J. Jones in refusing 
to take a scat in this body, reported-which report was adopted 
and the committee discharged. 6th. The Book committee WM 

called on to report, but in consequence of affliction they plead 
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for one more year to report, which was granted. 
3d. F pon motion, agreed to hold our next Session with the 

church '' Head of 1st Broad," Rutherford county, N. C., 18 miles 
north-east of Rutherfordton, commencing on Friday before the 
f.rst Lord's dav, in October, 1855. 

4th. Re d ~and adopted the corresponding letters. 
5th. Elected Elders L . .McCurry. B. Bruce, and brothers C. 

J. 7ebb and T. Dav·s delrgates to the Western Convention. 
tu. Called for Resolutions. 

lst. By Elder L. l\IcCurry: Whereas, there were many mem-
bers of Ebenezer ch rch, that were willing o take the advice 
of the committee, and voted with the minority, yet being igno-
rant of their duty; they wishing to be members of the Green 
Hive· A ·sociation: 

Resolved. therefore, That we advise the church at Mou~t 
Lebanon to receive such members without letters. who are :vii-
}' ng to tal~e the advice of the commit ee sent by the Association. 

;}d. By the same: Resolved, That brother T. ])avis and the 
Clerk prepare a suit· ble obituary to t e memory of brother J. 
M. Webb, c. 

3d. Rcsolt:ed, That the Clerk superintend the printing and 
'stribution of the 1. irrntes, and receive JO for his service. 
4d1. Resolved. Tbat the thanks of this Associat, n are due,. 

:lnd are berebv -tendered to the tent holders, and vicinity, for 
th,~ ho ·pitality ·exten ed towards this body. , 

7th. Then, on motion, read and adopted the Minutes. 
8th. On motion adjourned to the time and place appointe . 

Elder B. Bruce prayed .. 
C. J. WEBB, Moderator. 

B. B tTCE, Secretary. 

.l: ·PO.RTS. 
The Committee appointed to look into the case. brought up 

hy Elder J. J. Jones, of the King's .Mountain Association, relav 
ti ·c to the standing of Ebenezer cburcb, and those other church-
e , who, at her requ t, met in Committee with her; who con, 
s·dered her stanair1CY and pronounced her in order, since the 
ex pres ·ion f the committee sent by your body.-made the 
following report, viz: 

Upon an examination of a record kept by bro. J. Vi. Grnen, 
clerk of said church committee, we find that Concord and Wal 
churches, of the Green River Association-Bethel, Big Spring 
and Samiy Run, of the King's Mountain Association, were rep, 
resented in said committee, and we think acted badly toward 
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the Green River Association, and Elder B. E. Rollins, a pious 
and useful young brother of our body, by assailing his_ veracity 
upon a mere vore of a body. composed ?f only .one side; _and 
.then declaring thirty-five witnesses tPst1fied to 1t. We believe 
upon a fair examination,by your committee sent to the Ebenezer 
church, be was fully sustained; and your committee _furth~r 
believe that Walls and Concord churches, in meeting with said 
Ebenezer church, acted contemptuously to their own. Associa, 
tion, w o declared Ebenezer in disorder and sustained fully 
bro. Tio!li s and t e agrieved minoritJ. Also the cburche 
from our ister, t e King's Mountain Association, viz: Big 
Springs, Bet ml and Sandy Run, acted equally contemptuously 
to our Association, by advising a church which be_l~nged to o~r 
body, contrary to advice given by their own adv1. mg council, 
and that bro. J. J. Jones, a member of the King's Mountain 
Association, has endorsed this unprovoked and unheard of at-
tack, by rnpplying said Ebenezer church, which he acknowl-
edge he I-new was he d fo disorder by this Association. Your 
committee are led to hope, that the brethren and churche_s 3:ct-
ed more from misguided zeal, than to reproach the Assocrnt1on 
or Mini ter alluded to: and that upon reflection they will set 
all right, ant give to this body, at her next session, satisfaction. 

If our sister, the King's Mountain Associ::ition, endorses such 
con<luct in her i isters and churches toward us, as painful as 
it may be, we fear a dissolution of our happ.y c~rrespondence 
will follow. All of which is respectfully submitted. . 

B. BRU E, Chm-n. 

The committe~ on Periodicals submit the following, and beg 
to be discharged: That we highly recommend the Carolina 
Intelligencer, publi bed by our esteemed brother A. J. ansler, 
in the bounds of our Association, as religious paper and tern, 
perance ad\•ucate-and just such an one as we Baptists have 
needed in 7V estern Carolina, as an expounder and defende!' of 
our religious tenet~,for a long time. We desire its._general cir, 
culation, and :vould that every family within tl_l~.~ounds o~ our 
Association would take it, and not only tak" "it but read it, _a.s 
our ministers can through its columns keep the brethren in-
formed of their appointments. The brethren can learn the ope-
rations and spread pf the gospel, and it is calculated to make 
divine impressions upo the young mind. We advise our breth-
ren and minist rs in particul~r to use every laudable .m.eans to 
increase its circulation, by acting as agents, and obtamrng sub-
scribers t ereto. LEWIS McCURRY, Chm'n. 
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The committee on Sabbath ~chools submit the folJowing re~ 
port, and beg to be discharged: We are happy to learn that 
many of our churches have organized Sabbath Schools since 
our last session, and have been happily engaged in tr· ining the 
rising race, in their various settlements, for future _usefulness.' 
But we are sorry that the churches have failed to send up the 
number of scholars and teachers, on their Jetters. We would 
earnestly beg of them to continue their efforts to organize and 
increase the interest of these delightful Insritutions, and send 
up the number of Schools, Teachers and Scholars to our next 
Session. We hope to see an account on every letter, next year, 
of one School at least, in every church. All of whic is re-
spectfully submitte~. J. U. WHITESIDES, Chm'n. 

The committee on Tern erance make the fol owinO" report, 
viz: That we recommend the adoption of the resolution of., 
fered by brother D. S . .McCurry, and amended by brother J. 1\1. 
Webb, at the Session of 1852, and advise the churches to carry 
out the principles therein contained, \·iz: 

"Resolved, That we believe the maldng, vending and using 
ardent spirits, as a common beverage, to be, whenever aad 
wherever practiced, a great evil. as well as prejudicial to· the 
christian name: we therefore recommend and advise its dis, 
continuance, for the promo ·oo of truth, and the advancement 
and prosperity of Q r people, and societ.y generally." 

T. DA VIS, Chm'n. 

• 
T!te Green River Baptist A 

Greeting: 
DEAR BRETHREN:- d JOU this Epistle of Love, under 

the direction of the late Conv n, wrilten upon lbe subject of 'The 
office work of the Holy Spirit in man's redemption, and value of im .. 
mortal Souls.' 

And in re\•iewjng the high interest involved iii the discussion of these 
two great subjecl's(in.d the extensive character of the doctrines and dffi .. 
culties contained in th"em, we a:-e aware, that in a short Letter, we shall 
not be able to do our feelings, nor the pending questions, that justice 
wbicti their importance, really demands at our hands. In view of this 
circumstance, our uneasiness is much increased, when we remember 
thll efforts that many persons, ( who style themselves preachers of the 
Gospel,) are al this time making, under the color of Christianity, to de. 
stroy and bring inl9 disrepute, those living beauties that lends so rnuch 
to irradiate and adorn our much loved and favored system of divinity, 
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by denying the agency of the Holy Spirit, in the salvation oflost s'.noers, 
Notwi1hstandin" these !acts, however; we proceed to lay Lefoie you, 
such views anl' aruuments relating to the suhjects Lefore UB, as our 
limits willjustily. c And in doing this, we premise r~at '?e term '0FFI?~,' 
is so well understood in this enlightened day, that II will need but lHtJe 
explanalion, other, than 10 stale, that it implies an app~intment or agree-_ 
ment in the character of some suitable personage, rn auy system ot 
Government, to fulfil and perform certain acts and duties, which ~re 
necessary to be performed in the accomplis_hment ol the_ oliJects for ,vhtch 
the Government W:-\S organized. The objects !or which the economy 
of divine grace were established, are proven lo Le the glory of God, and 
the redernptiou or sal\'ation of lost sin_ners. The g~eat personagr s en-
gaged to carry out these important o.hJecls, are the I•_a1?cr, ~on and H?-
]y Spiril; each of whom cove11an1eo to perform a. d1st1'.1gu1slJPd part_ 111 
1he consumation of \he great design under con 1dt>rat1on, aud whrc?, 
accordin" to our understanding ol the u~e of language, we call their 
office wo~·k, aud so we shall regard il in lhe further i11ves1iga1io11 of the 
premi es. . . 

For \Vant of limits, we pass over unnoticed, the parts performed ~y 
the two first persons named in the_ c_ovenant, _and confine oursel_ves s0)~1y 
to the one assigned the Holy Sp1r111 accordrng lo the resolu_11?n of ~oa 
Convention. In the first place, then, it is the work f the Sp rit to g1_ve 
lite to the souls of men. For when man disoLeyed, he incurred the dis-
pleasure of his God-became undrr 1~e in nee o~ s_piritual death-
lost that living communion that had e • b1rn and his C~e-. 
ator, is said to lio since that time~ b e of lransgress1~11 
-surrounded by the rottenness o d _enshr~uded In 
sin sorrow aud pain· aml in thi ·11h rap:d haste, 

' ' . b lo that world of misery, that • h; to. e over-
whelmed in gloom, misery an there 1s n~ re .. 
demp.tion. 'fhis dread re pre, e is well sustained 
by the word of truth; and b_y th prove~1, lhat the 
Office Work of the Holy Spirit i I from t~1s drea~~ul 
scene ot anguish and death, and a state of Ille and fe!1c. 
ity. And although 'the-re are some g divines, who ar~ going 
about through t.be world ende voring to inculcate doctrines; that deny the 
agency of the Spirit, in bringing the souls of men from d_eatb, lo _a state 
of life; they are only fulfilling the pr~dictious of Revelation, lo~ 1~ ,~as 
forelold that such should arise under the sanctified.name of Chn~11~111~y, 
who would keep up-die fo,m of godli1\ess, while they would cte~y Jls 
power; and that I hrough their artful insinuations, they would mislead 
the weak and unweary, lo the prejudice of the Christan cause: Sr. 
Jude fitly calls fhem fihhy dreamers. e:pots in our ~easts,_ clouds wJlhout 
water, carried about with winds, trees withou~ fruu, ragmg waves of lbe 
sea, and wandering stars.* As an evidence of tbe correctness of the 
foregoing views, we here introduce a few prools from the Volume of 

0 S11e the Epistle of Jude. 



'Life. And you, said the inspired Apostle, has he quickened/who were 
dead in lrespasses aucl in sins, Eph. 2. & )-again Coll. i' & 13.-
And_ Y?U being dead in your sins, hath he qnickened; and in John 5 & 
20, H 1s declared, that those that believe, have passed from death unto 
life The ·queslio11 h~re is, Who is it that is refered to as the personal 
pronoun? He, that 1s represenred as givina life to the dead for to 
quicken. all agree, is to make alive chat which itselt has no' life_ 
Th_i~ is explai 1ed, and the person referred to, p;·oven ~o be the ·'H~ly 
Spirit, by the Ian uage of lhe Saviour hirnselt, who says, John 6 & 63, 
IT Is THE :SPrnrr THAT Q.ICKENETH; lhe flesh profiteth nothing,-the 
wor~s that I speak u~to you, they_ are spirit and they are life. And 
agarn Paul says, 2d Cor. 4 & 6, wbo also has made us able Minislers 
of the New Tes:an ent, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit • for the 
Letter killeth,but the pirit giveth li~e,which shows most uneq~ivocally, 
that the word alone cannot produce Ide; and to this end, says the Sa. 
viour to Nicodemus, John 3 & 3, 'Verily, verily, exce11t a man be born 
again, he cannot ee the I"ingdom of Heaven." Nicodemus marvelled 
and e;iquired, How born? Th~ Saviour does not tell the enquiring ru: 
ler; th4t to be able to see lhe Kingdom of God, a man must Le born or the 
word, nor of water alone, nor of the flesh, but informs him. tbaL except 
a man bf' born of the SPIRIT, he can not see the I ingdom of Heaven. 
For sa ·s Ii , that which is born of the flesh,is flesh,and that which is born 
of t_he Spirit is Spiri_t; and alter givi_ng a comparison of the wind, so says 
he,rs ev • r.Y one that 1s bur the Spirit. We ask, what stronger language 
could b used to expr an is here given ro establt~h theOffice 
Work of theSpirit. • oul; and how dare any,in view of all 
tb~se fa~ts.wi.th ight add, if our limits would per-
inrt,& with wn1 1ently abound,deny its influence, 
and teach cloctri terprel.ation & meanina of the 
Scriptures? and ople believe a doctrine :o false 
as tha~ which con guage of Holy Writ? Surely 
I here 1s not one ca understandings are darkened by 
the force of corruptior,, linded by the God of this world 
accordi1 g to the s· _ying s. But 2dly, ' 

The Office \1 o:k of I he not stop here, for. a man micrbt 
have We, a d yet be in a lost situation; without knowin,a where or what 
he was, or t 1e way that I ads from earth to heaven ; anrl°life in this case, 
would mucn increase his present agony of miud ; for in lrulh, when the 
soul begins to live, ir discovers and feels its lost ondi(ion, and need 
of direction; {or it both hungers and t~irsts er a righteousnes3 
which it k1:ows not where to find. This is shown by the general gloom 
that pervaaes the soul under the first impulses of life ; when it feels the 
tormenting influences of sin, and would flee, but knows not where to 
flee, or what lo do, to evade the ra~ing flame tba-t burns within! While 
in this extremity, it is made lhe Office Work of the Spirit in the cove. 
nanl of g1 ace, to direct the enquiring soul into the way of rigbteousneu. 
For says the Saviour, when He, the Spirit of Truth is come, he shall 
guide you iuto all truth. Thus it is shown, that by the guida~ce of tho 

< 

11 

Spirit of Lif~, man's soul is directed in its onward march to glory, and 
that without its influence, none could find and keep in the st;aigbt and 
narrow wa_y that leads the pilgrim traveler lo the abodes of the blesa.,.. 
ed! And 3dly, 

But if the work of the Spirit should end here, even then· the Chris. 
tian would feel himself in a wretched condition ; for there are so many 
surrounding causes to produce uneasiness and sorrow-such a conflict 
in hi! own wretched heart-so many doubts and fears lo distract his 
mind, and temptations to mislead him-so many fiery trials and perii1' 
to endure, and thorny paths o( lonesome solicitude to pass ove1, that 
without a companion and comforter, his spirit would die within him, 
and he would become discouraged-give up his bope, and sink beneath 
lhe weigh1 load of his Chdstian warfare. But thanks be to God amid 
this bu1:then of sorrow; the Holy Spirit officiates and dis1ils into his 
heart, the sweet balm of consolation which elates his soul-drives off 
his fe rs-dispels the gloi,.m and communes in love with his drooping 
graces-irradiates his feeling8-rrvduces joy and gladness in the midst 
of adversity, and gives him courage and strength tu continue hi~ journey 
to hi home of peace. For says the Saviour, speaking of the Holy 
Spirit, "If l go away, I will send the comforter-my pedce I give unto 
Jou, my peace I leave with you-in the world you shall have tribulation, 
but in me ye shall have PEACE." And \.vhat Christian i~ there that 
does not remember the many svee emotions ol love, peace and joy. 
that has been enkindled in his bosom! the silent dew of the 
swee~est morning, distilled into his Lions of this divine 
inffuence;-and how very c soul, who know 
nothing of its living charms, d, at·e those mis .. 
guided souls, who de11y its , and consoling 
influence upon the Christian rst conditio in 
which the humble followers d iu sickness and 
death, this blessed comforter ound the soul, to 

• sweelen life~ and ,ajve jov in t v • for rhe fruit of the 
spirit is peace, joy: gentl~ ess, 4th,ly; 

[tis the Office Work of the e returnina sinner aud 
christia , an evidence of his accep ith God and of' his rirrht to 
the promised inheritance in glory,· and seal him an' heir of the pur;hased 
possession ; for there is nothing e!se upon which. man can depend, and 
risk his eternal all; but the witness t~at is within his owu bosom. 
wiihout which, ail prosp·ect and hope is at an end, and all systems of 
divinity worthless and false.-The scriptures may dPscribe the Leau-
ties oi Heaven and harrows of Hell, the flames of sulpberous fire, or 
the roses of Paradise-they may toil of the groans of the lost, crying 
WOE! woE!? (JI' !he songs ol the blessed, ·wheu kneeling upon the Lurn-
ing throne in the radiance of Heaven, enshrouded in the vestments. ot 
ineffible glory and immor'.al brilliancy. Thou~ands. of men may add· 
their testimony-Preachers may preach, Chri~tians may pray-Mothers 
and Fathers and friends may weep, beseech, cry, and warn-the soul 
heeds it not-believes it not, until the Spirit interposes his officiaL e~-

•• 
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cellency, and bears witness with our Spirits, that we are the children, 
and if children, then heirs, &c. Then and nol till then, we fe ,I the 
force of truth, and that truth is made so plain, 1 Ital a thousand witness. 
es testifJing against us could not make us disbelieve; for it makes 
known to us the li\'ing beau•ies of Heaven, and gives us to see by faith, 
!hat our names are enrolled in rhe Lamb's Book of Life, and we enritled, 
through covenant mercies, to the riches of an immortal and unfadino· 
Paradise! Behold, I hen, how much depends of ,veal or wo lo man~ 
u_pon the blessing given by the agency of the ~irit in man'ti n•demp, 
11011? We might add here, in furtherance oftbi subject, that it is the 
Office Work of the ~pirit, to reprove the world of sin, of ricrhteou ness 
and of judgement, and enlarge upon ils benefits;· but our li~it, forbid, 
and we can only offer a few other on 1derations in conclusion of this 
branch of our subject; and in doing this we remade 1st, that 10 com. 
municate the oles ing abo,e set forth, to lhe hearts of the children of 
me11, it was neccssar that a channel should he opened, throucrh which 
t!-iis living principle of lov might flow from Heaven lo earth, a~1d by its 
means, be conveyed to a dying world'. Thi~ was effected 1h10 "h the 
atonement of Christ ; for it was necessary l hat the offended Ma· estv of 
hea,·en should be appeased, and satisfaction rendered ro rhe law of "\d, 
for I he deeds of wrong that man had d(111e, without which no man could 
he saved, for ii was as necessary that this part of the covenant oe ful. 
filled as the other. This atonement would have availed nothinu, with .. 
out t~e sar,cti(ring inlfo e Holy Spirir, whose office it was, to 
sancrify lbe offer:n e character of the sufferi w hu. 
maniry of our dyin h the eternal Spirit, offered 
himsell withouts Thus it is seen that the 
Holy Spirit, in th n-~sented as rhe allar upon 
which the sacrifi gave it its fitness for accep. 
lance, and without 1ave effected the oliject de .. 
signed, for it is the he gift. 

Again, it is not only word of God, :o be the Office 
Work of the S?irit, to gi influence to tbe offering in the 
death of ChriE't; but irs nee is shown forth in ils nath•e 
l?veliness and beauty, in givinb o the word, through the admini tra-
llon of the ~eans of grace. And notwithstanding some deny its aid, in 
the preaching of the everlasting gospel (Jf the Son of God, yet every 
preacher, who has been called of God, as was Aaron, knows well, that 
without its as!listance, his preaching is like idle tales, of the most un. 
savory character; affording neither satisfacrion to himself, nor food nor 
comfort to the flock which he has been appoiuted to feed. And we con-
fess that we are much astonished, that any should believe the idle de .. 
clarations of such misguided zealots, who pretend, that because they 
have never known the Spirits influence, in the preaching of the word, 
tbere~o~e none oth~rs have, especially, when this assertion is m de, in 
oppos111on lo the experience and professions of the besc men of different 
denominations in. all ages, and directly contrary to the word of God.-
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In the first place consider the host of divines, who have declared in a_ll 
circumstances, that they have been often assisted by the Spirit's divine 
direction, and who have even sealeJ the truth of their declarations witb 
tbeir biood. Contemplate the number of great and good men that are 
now living, who profess and declare that without its aid they cannot 
preach-hear them upon their bended knees in prayer before the throne 
of their eternal Redeemer, imploring bis merciful aid, and acknowledg .. 
iog their dependence upon him for success-and then say _who are mo.st 
likely to be mistaken, those wbo conless that they are ignorant of ll8 
immortal blessious, or boet of great men who declare from experi--
ence, that &hey h

0
ave J '.and known its power. And 2ndly in support 

of their professions ti r .)l'!Rt the, wot:d of Inspiration, says, lsaah 6 l_ & 
I, & 2. The Spir e Lord God, 1s upon me because be bas anoint-
ed me to preach good ti • s unto the meek, &c, John 14 & 26 but the 
comforter which is the holy Spirit which the Father shall send in. my 
name, he shall teach you all things and bring all things lo you_r remem, 
berance &c, same book, bowbeil when he, the spirit of tru,b is come, be 
will guide you into all truth ; vp.rse 16, be shall glorify m~, for b~ sha!J 
receive of mine and show it unto you. 

Acts, 2 & 4, and they were all filled with the holy gho!:it and began to 
speai< as the Spirit gave them ullerance.-There are diversi1es of gifts 
hut all by the same spirit &c.-We deem it unnecessary to multiply 
proofs frnm this, and many other texts in the Scripture, it is m~.de plain 
that unle~s the holy Spirit, does attend and ·ve lite to the word, the min-
isters labor is in vain; and those wh aid, show by this very 
fact, that they ha.ve neither par alter, for Paul may 
plant and Apollos water but rea~e. We might 
follow up this view, and stren r limits forbid it. 
We conclude this parl of n, by asking you 
to review the great blessing en ot men, by the 
ioflu~nce of the Soirit of life u have shown that 
it raises the soul i rum death I orld of sin ol ri.ght. 
eousness and judgement-guide Iler from his lost ctslala 
to bis home of rest-comforts a 
stils into the soul that living pe 
full of ~lory- ives the child of God an evidence of his acceptance with 
the taiher-bears witness wi1h the spir~t of the believer, that he is h. 

child, an heir-soothes the distresseJ iu a dying hour-attunes the song 
in the moment of death, into a heavenly shout of Oh death !. where is 
thy sting? Oh. grave where is thy victory? and I ranslates the soul lo 
the abodes of joy and lelicity ! Oh, brethre:t if all these blessings de-
pend on the·Office Work of the Spiri1, how much engaged we ought to 
L~ at a throne of grace, imploring that spidlUal aid so essential Lo our 
immortal welfare. 

The second part of our subject, requires us to con~ider the worth of 
Immortal souls. In approaching this divi.sion. we find ourselves lo~t 
and contounde'd, for" want ot somt!thing to represent its value ; for it is 
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by comparing one va'luable material with another, as ~old, silver, gems, 
pearls, lands, or other estate that we fix worth upon any object whatev. 
e·r. And could we, estimate the value of all the goldi ilver, i)recious 
stones, pearls, gems, estates, kingdoms, wealth or riches, that bas, is, 
and will appertain to the present world, it would fall far short of reach .. 
ing the worth of an fMMORTAL SouL! For they must· al! decay and 
come to nothing, while the souls of men will have nu end to their exist-
ence ; for says the Saviour, in proof of this position, what would it pro .. 
fit a man, if he was to gain the whole world, and lose his soul? In 
view of these facts, wo cannot establish the b of souls, for want of 
a c?mparison ; yet we may form some idea ofhs lue, by pl cing an 
estimate upon the effort that has been made fa_.-· salvation, connected 
with other circumstances attending upon its des· . . And in directin~ 
your attention to these evi"dences, we ask yoato take a view around and 
through the world-look up to Heaven and down to Hell, that you may 
be able to pl ce a high r estimate upon the salvation of lost sinners ! 

First, look up to the immortal climes of unfading ~nd unceasin{T fejj. 
city, where the Son ofGod, in his full-orbed glory, was shining :midst 
the angels, and arc!rnngels. where cherubims and seraphims, stooped 
on their mighty wing, to offer praise to Him, who was, who is, and is 
lo <;ome, but ~ho needed not the worship of angels, to add any thing to 
his honor and glory, amid the heavenly \ orld. all is peace. all is glory. 
Look again, see the majesty of Heaven, quit the realms of endless day. 
descend on wings ot pily.i mercies down to earth, clothe hims If in 
flesh and blood, and ri earance in the humble attitude of tbe 
babe of Bethlehem he lies dependent on the char, 
ities of the world, down the lofty wav. to bear 
the news t men world; a man of s~rrow and 
cquainted with of no reputation, without a 

home-see him I, sen vith poor sinners-view 
bim in the ,!!arden , on the cold ground in prayer 
to God, he kneels, \J eats tander a wei(rhty load • 
hear·his wailing cry, h while in pain: he'\ang and 
bleeds and dies, amid t H erin(J' all nature quakes· d rk-
ness shades the land and ,a, nd, a;d general gloom v~ils tbe 
fac13 of day. • Ask then, your ... elves, why all l is pain, why this igb:y 
change, and why tbis great commotion? The answer is, the worth 
of man~s soul is so great, that it required all this, and more., as an offer-
ing for its redemption. But see the labors of the Christian world; 
hundreds of men leaving their homes and travellinu in sorrow, as stran. 
ger_s in dese'.t countries ; ten thousand christians, ~nd more, daily uron 
their knees in humble attitude, and tender accents, beseeching God to 
save the souls of men; hear their l.!ries, and mark their sorr ws in con-
sequence of man's lost estate. See the tears of thousands and millions 
daily flowing from eyes suffused, and moved by hearts over-burdened 
With grief, because sinners will not believe ! Then ask yourselves, 
\Vby all this effort? and you are told that all is done to save the souls of 

15 

men! Of how much worth, then, must they be, when so many Chris-
tians manifest such uneasiness about them 1 Look down to Hell, and 
bear the poor rich man cry in pain; see him raise his imploring eyes 
to heaven, where he sees Lazarus in the bosom of Abraham; hear him 
in anguish, plead for one drop of water lo ease his pain amid the mighty 
flame that burned bis ·soul in death ; hear him when hope is gone, as 
to his own case, pray father Abraham, to send Lazarus to his living 
brethren, that they might be warned from an enterance into that state 
of gloom! O ! look and ~e how long in this state of death, he must 
endure the worm that dies, bear his lamenlalions-woe l woe! 
woe am I that ever born ; hope is gone, joy is gone, peace is 
gone, ALL Is GONE{hat es life desirable, and in sulphProus fire he 
burns, and must burn Look on throughou1 the millions of years, 
and yet in pain. he crie ; and then, 0 then ask yourselves, What is 
tbe worth of hnroRTAL Ls? Let your vie\Vs return to Time-see 
a lost inner repent, believe, anc! turn to God; what joy elates his soul, 
bow pleased are all the church, the song begins below, it slops not 
there ; the news is carried lo the regions f glory, the happy world P,cho 
the songs through realms of ineffable light.! :For, souls are of so much 
value, that there is joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth ! But, 
se~ a Christian di~!_ how sweet the momen:s of their departure .. They 
quit the hores of f1me-go home to the land of the blessrd, t receive 
the reward of their humble labors, and to be cro vned with crowns of 
!iving giory, to be forever free from pain, so ow and death ; to engage 
J~ rapturou-, songs ~f delight, through t anse of unending eter. 
ni ! Oh see the Joys, and hear th tttrned in melodv 
while o eternal wings of pleasur e thr e of G~d 
and the Lamb forever; and then ate we o g.ht to 
place on Immortal Souls. So g at three worlds 
seem to be interested in their saJ Ii soul, art thou so 
little co cerned about thy own a yet poor sinners, 
unconscious, press on their way to ry? 

We co elude this Letter dear b ng-lo you, that if souls 
a~e. of so much value, how ought yo ged in prayer witb your 
d1vrne Redeemer, that success ma d e administration of his 
word, and poor sinners saved from the wrath to come? for much of sue. 
cess in this holy cause depends upon the intercession of God's people .. 
Therefore, we pray you, be faithful, live in love, and may the God of 
Peace gr~nt you ~eavenly aid, and biess you through time, aod finally 
save you m glory 1s the prayer of yours in gospel bonds. 
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