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- MINUTES.

,V ILLA C OOCHEE CH URCH , ~
IRWIN COUNTY , G A . ,

Sept. 13, 1907 .

The S even tee n th Annual S ession of the B rus hy
Creek Union of Primitive B a p t ist s convened this
d ay with the above nam ed church, Elder J. A .
Sutton, Moderator, p res id ing .

By arrangement of the committee, the Intro
d uctory Sermon was preac hed by E lde r W. H .
Harden. of the Brushy Creek U n ion , using for
h is subject, First Timothy , secon d chapter , fif th
verse: "For there is one God and one mediator
between G od and m an, t he mall Christ J esus. "
S ervices were cl osed by the Moderator wi t h a
few well chosen re marks.

Intermissi on of twenty minutes w as g iven ,
after which t he body returned to the ho use a nd
be g an bu siness. Prayer by E lde r J. A . VV ri gh t ,
of th e Towali g a Associatio n .

Called for corresponden ce received and read
letters a n d messen gers ' n ames en rolled from th e
churches as follow s : Wil lacoochee , Oaky
Grove, Mount Olive, Brushy Creek, Turner ' s
Meeting House and Sturgeon ·Creek .
. On m oti on , the election of M oderator and
C lerk fo llowed and resu lted in the re-e lect jon of
E lde r J. A . S utton and G . VV . F letcher, respect
ive lv ,

Called fo r petition ary le t ters- Recei veel one
from the church at Henderson's Chapel, which
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was, on motion , unan imously voted as a member
of the Union . t,
. The Moderator appointed J acob D orm iny and
Daniel Tucke r to act in conj unct ion with the ~J

local committee on preaching serv ices .
Called for correspondence from other bodies

and recei ved as messengers, Elders f . A . \ V r ight,
s. G. R a tcliff , J. L . Hayes, T . 11 . vVbatley and

. Bro . S . G . Blount f rom the Towaliga Associa
tion .

Called for m essen gers to v is i t th e Towal ign
Assoc iation a t it8 ne xt session and Elder \V. II.
H arden, Bros . D. T. Pau lk, E. J. H og an a nd
Dan ie l T uc ker vo lun tee re d to go .

Ap po in te d G eo. T . Young to write corres
pond ing le tter to sa me Assoc ia t io n .

On m oti on , adjo urned until 9 :3 0 o'clock to 
mo rrow morning .

SEPTIOmER 14, 1907.

The Union met as per adjournment on yester
day and after preaching by Elders S . G . Rat
cliff and J. A . \ 1\ right , of the T ow a lig a Associ 
ation, adjourned one hour and fifteen minutes
for dinner, after which the body re-assembled in
the house and res umed the b us iness of the meet
ing. P rayer by Elder T . lVI. W hat ley, of the
Towuliga Assoc iat io n .

On mot ion, regul ar or de r o f b us iness w as sus 
pended a n d ca lle d for le tters fro m th e churc hes
not handed in on yesterday a nd recei ved letters
a nd m essen gers ' names e n ro lle d for the church es
at E maus . Hickory S p r ing a n d W arrior Creek.

Next m eeting of t he Union w as orde re d hel d
with t he church at Turners ' M ee t ing H ou se , Ti f t
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cou nty , at th e regul ar time-Third S unday, Fri
day and Satur day befor e, in Septe m be r , 1908 .

Called for corresp onding letter to the T owa
liga Associ ation; re ad a n d ado p ted sa me .

Called for minute funds. C oll ected sevente en
doll ars and fift y ce nts ; orde re d 600 minutes
printed for di st rib ut ion a nd th e Clerk to retain
balance of funds , if any left. for his se rvices .
Also coll ected twenty-t hrce do lla rs and thirty
six ce nts for vi si ting ministers .

The fol lowing resolu ti on of thank s w as in t ro 
du ced by Elder \V . H . H arden:

To ' V I L L A C O O C II E E Cmmcrr :
w- th ank God a nd p raise yo u a ll, br ethren ,

sis te rs and frien ds for yo ur kind ness an d hosp i
talit y to thi s body wh ile in session .

On moti on , meeting adjo urne d to time and
p lace fixed a bove .

G. \V. FLETCH EH ,

Cl erk .
J. A . S UTT O X.

.1 Iodera tor .

Correspondin g L etter t o T ow al iga Association.

Th e Brushy Cre ek Union of Primitive Baptists t o her
sis t er, Th e Towaliga Association :

DEA R BHETII R EX AND S I S T EH S:

Through the merci es of A n Al l-W ise G od , we
are enabled to meet and hold thi s, the Se ven 
teenth Annual Session in peace and lov e , for
which we trust we thank G od an d take co urage.

We desire to ac k now ledge vour lov i n sz re
membrance through yOl\r messengers. Elde;~, J.
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A. Wr ig ht , S . G . R atcliff , J ; L. H ayes, T. M .
\V ha tley and Brothe r S. G . Bl ou nt. W e as 
sure yo u we fee l ve ry gratefully blessed a nd
milch edified by your visits to our bou n ds.

Thi s messa ge will be borne to you by t l.e
bret hre n w hose names will ap pear in our m in-
ut es .

T he nex t sess ion of our U nion will be hel d ,
t he L ord willing, w ith t he church at Turners '
M eet in g H ou se , Tift C ou n ty, Ga., on t he Thi rd
Sunday , Friday and S atu rday before , in Sep
tember, 1908 , w hen w e hope to be favored with
your p resence .

Read and a do pted, September 14, 19° 7.

G . \ V. FLETCHE H,

C lerk .
J. A . S U T T O N ,

Modern tor.

Constitution, Doctrine, and Articles of faith.

Articles of Constitution.

The followi ng preamble. resolution and artic le s of Constitution J
w e re adopted by the Brushy Creek Union of P rimitive Bapti s ts ad ~:

its org anization in 1891:
Whereas. The sev e ral church es of the Primitive Baptist fai th ~

a n d order, to wi t: Brushy Creek, Turner Meeti ng H ou se, Li t tle 'I
River. Sturgeon Creek a nd H opewell. of Irw in co unty. Georgia.
and Em au s and Oaky Grove of Berrien county . Georgia, be ing now. ..
as th ey have been f or a number of years, entirely di sconn ected with
associa t ional organizations ; and,

W he reas, Certain Primitive Baptists in other localit ies, whose
or t h odoxy in do ctrine. faith and practice, as far as said ch urches
ha ve been ab le to divine, is satisfact ory, and whose churches occupy
f ull standing as soci ationallv, having recently, in a mo st f riendly
and Christian like manner , shown their confidence as beli evers in
me mbers hip of sa id churc hes, manifes ting on divers occa s ions their
love and fe llow sh ip f or same without re straint; and

Wh ereas.such tr eatment , comi ng from the hands of associational
brethren--especially since many of these orgnniaations ha ve seen
prope r to draw the line of demarca tion so s ha rplv-cha ving arou sed
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•

in the mind s of the membership of sa id churches the tend eres t fe e l
ings of Chris tian lov e a nd fellowship in return. and in ord e r to be
prepared t o d o even j ustice to any and a ll bodi es of Primitive Bap
t is ts orthodox in doctrine, f a it h and practice, con nected or d iscon
n ect ed w ith a ssociational organizations. w ho will s uffer them to do
so, it h a s become the desire of said ch u r ches to inaugura te a plan by
w hich they ma y as a body so li cit correspo nd ence. rece ive and welcom e
suc h brethren to their a ssemblies fo r wo rsh ip. and through which
they may the hetter exchange the many Ch ri stian courtesies d ue
f ro m one to a nothe r . so of te n the so ur ce of immea surable comfort
and consola tio n to belie ve rs in Chris t : theref ore, be it

Resolved, by the ch osen me sse ng e r s a nd members p resen t of the
s e ve ral churches named in the f oreg-oin g p reamble. this day a sse m 
b led with Brush y Creel church, I r w in coun ty. Georg ia. That the
sa me be organiz ed , and that the same will he reaft er be k no w n a s
the Brushy Creek Union of Primit iv e Ba p tis t s . and tha t t h e said
orga nization is hereby ba sed onl y and so lel y upon the following
articles of t h e Constitution, to wit:

ARTICLE I. The Brushy Cree k Union of Primitive Baptis ts , a s
a bove organi zed , s haH hold annual session with one or the other of
the churches of the Union a g eneral a n nu a l Union me eting, the
present meeting co nstituting t he first meeting under t he Co ns ti 
t ution .

ART. H . Said meeting sh a ll b e composed of t h e reg ular cho sen
messeng ers of the several churches com pos ing the Union , togethe r
with the members of the same in good s t a nd ing w ho m a y be in at
tendance.

A RT. II I. Each meeting shall be organized by t h e election of a
moderator, w hose duty i t s ha ll be to preside over the body du ri ng
its de liberations. expla in a nd put forth Ques tions , welcome and
receive v is itor s. and perfor m such other duties as hi s hi g h office may
require; a nd a lso a clerk. w hose duty i t sh a ll be t o keep and record
in a suitable book for that purpose. a cor rect min u t e of all bu sin ess
t ransacted t herein, prepare and ha ve t he same p ublished in p amph
le t fo rm, and superintend the di s tr ib u tion of the same among the
se ver a l churche s of the U nion . and do s u ch ot h er things as the
nature of h is office req u ire s and ma y be ne ce ssary.

ART. IV. No busin ess shall ever b e t ransacted or ever b e enter 
tained by the body in such meetings t ha t either di rec tl y or indir ectl y
interferes with t he in te r nal rights of each c hu rch to se lf -g ove r nmen t
lea v ing that power t o be exclusively and abso lutely e xe rc ised by
those bodi es al one, a ccording t o p r ecept and e xa m p le laid d own in
t h a t u ne r r ing fundamental constitution of the Church of Christ.
the H ol y Bible.

Decla ration of Do ctri nc --A dopted in 1892.

T he Declaration of Doct r ine as u n de rs to od. t au g h t a nd believed
by this Union, was introduced by Elde r W. H . H a r de n. E lder James
Gibbs p residing. w h ich. after some discu ssion, was unanimous ly
adopted a nd offered t o be sp read on t he minutes of the Union ,
to-wit:

Wherea s, Ma n v have made inquiry conccr ninsr the doctrine a s
h eld forth by the Brushy Creek Un ion of P r imi l ive Ba p ti s t s, some
having charged us with fa talism . and s t ill other s w it h Arminianism,
etc.
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Therefore, In order that a better understanding m ay be had of
w hat we b eli eve on these po ints, we set forth the followi ng state 
m en t in con nection therewith:

Fi r s t--That t h e pred es tination of God brings in hi s children a
co n f ormi ty t o t h e im ag e of H is so n , and r esults in their e t erna l
h a p pines s a nd the ho no r and g lory of H is e ter na l name. That sin
is the transgression of t he law, a nd is b r ou ght for th by the u nre
stra ine d viol a t ions of men and devil s , a nd they are both accountable
a nd r epreh e nsible bein g s t o God for their disobedience, and thus
work out their own dest ruction.

Second --We be lieve t hat eter na l life is the g if t of God, and that
sa lvation is b y g race, and g race a lone, through faith, and that w e
ough t not t o affi lia te with a ny of the in stitutions or organizations
of m en , got ten up or in any way u sed to do or h elp to do the work
of Chris t . All s uc h r eli g iou s in stitution s manifest a zeal w it hou t
knowledg e, a nd are ther efo re derog atory t o the h on or and g lory of
God and dang erous t o the pe ace, happiness and solid unity of the
church . Ye are all one in Ch r is t .

A rticles of Our Faith.

1. We beli ev e in one only t r ue and livin g God, and that there
a re three persons in the Godhead--the Father, So n and Holy Ghost.
Deut. 6:4; II Sam 7:22; St. J oh n 1;1.

2. We beli eve tha t the sc r iptu re of the Old and New Te stament
is t he wo rd of God. a nd t h e only rule of faith and pract ice II Tim.
3:16-17; Rev. 22:10.

3. W e beli e ve in the doct rine of eterna l and particular e lec t ion.
R om . 9:11-16 ; E ph . 1:4-5-9-11,; I Thes. 1. 13

4. W e believe in the doctrine of ori ginal s in . Rom. 5:12;19; P s .
5: :5; J er. 16:12.

5. We believe in man's impotency to r ecover h imself from the
f all en s tate he is in by n ature, by hi s own free will and ability. St.
J ohn 6:34; Rom . 7 :2:1- ; Eph, 2:1. .

6. W e beli ev e t hat s in ne r s a r e justified in the sigh t of God only
b y the imputed ri ghteous ness of Jesu s Christ. Rom. 4:5-:2; Phil.
3:3.

7. W e believe that God' s elect sha ll be called, re g en erated and
sa n ct ifie d by the H oly Sp ir it. Rom . 8:30; Phil. 3:14; E ph. 1:8.

8. We beli eve that t he sa in ts s h a ll persevere in g r ace and never
fall finally away. St. John 10:28-29; II Tim. 1:12.

9. We believe that bapti sm , t he Lord's Su pper .,and w ashing the
saints' f eet are ordinances of J esu s Christ, and true beli evers a r e
the onl y su b je ct s of these or d ina n ces. We also believ e that the true
m od e of baptism is by immersion. Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 2:38-42; I Cor.
5:10-11-16.

10. We b elieve in the resurrection of the dead and a gener a l
judgment. Job 14:13·15 ; I Cor. 15:13-17.

11. W e believe that the punishment of the wi cked will be eve r 
la s ting , a nd that the J OYS of the righteou s will be eternal. Matt.
25:31-46; Rom. 2:5.

. 12. We believe that no minister has a ri ght to administer the
abov e named ordinances only su ch as are r egularly called and come
under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. I Tim. 4:14; II Cor.
8:19-20; Acts 6:6. .



T able of Churche s, Pastors, M essengers and D ates of Meeting

c, b< b<:c >. " -":t= '.;:) ...~
VJ "....... ..... "

" v" " ",I:; o~ c " .
v: S ::::;'" ...:::::;

CHURCHES ME SSENGERS 1i " "" ""
Pastor P ostollicc

" ::::; 0 0

" .. VJ VJ
0 >. >.

C) ..... " "0

"" ""e-<

Willacooch ee J A Mathis, L G Whitle y and .(~~·1'1 ~:/ ;

G EPaulk . Irwin 68 1 S June J A S u t to n Fitzg era ld
Oa k y Grove J W Griner Berrien 394 S Sept R A Lawr en ce Ti f ton
Mount Oli ve DR Will is a nd H en ry S u t t on Ti f t 15 4 S Aug W H Harden Ocilla
Br ushy Creek Dan iel Tucker, W F P aulk

4 Sand Lu ciu s Tu ck e r Irwin 110 Jnly J A Sutton F it zg erald
Turners, M H 'I'h os McMilIan,M A McMillan T if t 472 S Oct H. A Lawren ce T ifton
E maus G W Griner B err ien 36 1 S Sept Jame~,Gibbs T ifton
H ick or y Spring s D Whiddon , M. C. Mim s Ti f t 603 S Aug .. Tifton
War rior J J V ick er s , T J Dea s Colq u itt 12 2 S Sep t Tifton
Hender -n ' s Chapel M L Paul k, M Paulk Irwin 20 3 S June W H ?, arden Bo wen's Mill
Stu rg eon Cre ek Jacob Dormi ny, W G Dorm'y Ben H ill 57 2 S Jul y Bow en 's Mill
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