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FAMILIAR DIALOGUE.

: Peter, Good morning, Benjamin; whither are you going
S0 early 7 ;
Ii"'”jflmi/z. 1 am going to the Baptist Prayer Meeting.
- Then you attend the Baptist Meeting, do you ?
the 'BI do. "I am a member of the Baptist CIhUr'C’h—(Ii gIO to
toar. 2 PHSt Meeting from a conviction of duty; and I es-
I it a great privilege. . -
b P T will go with vou this morning, because I wish to
ave a little conversation Wwith you on the peculiarities of
Jour denomination, f
£33 You shall be welcome to a seat with me, and on t}xe
“‘?Y I wil] explain to you as well as I can, the reasons for
't you call our peculiarities. b
Vil Well, I must tell you that 1 have read and t}_l‘oug t
"Uch of Jate on the ground of our differences, and with re-
f}[;tct to the mode and subjects of baptism, I have come to
© Settled conclusion, that you have the best of the argu-
I:llem I have satisfied myself that the original word Baptizo,
“Shifies to jmmerse.
p Can you read Greek ? _ ;
Certq: 2 0 But I find by all history that the Greeks, who
in;;.l“]y understand their own language, have f'r‘om'the be-
tice .'.“‘J. until this day, practised immersion. l.hexr przilc-
“'O’rds a very satisfactory comment on the meaning of the
.- Busides, I have read the amplc concessions of. more
lhm;rc'l'g'hty Pedobaptist writers, that this is the xpcalnéngt};)f
ogy ’Q':;”'él word, and that immersion \[\ast%]r.rdtc‘tf:;mgdreg
Cars ¢ and by succeeding Christians Iy Sairtce
8 from the commencement of the Christian era. As
Sprei 13‘ 1643, in the Assembly of Divipes at Westmlr}ster,
on, i hj’g was substituted for immersion by a majority of
Major: v Voted for sprinkling, 24 for immersion. T'his small
oot Ity was obtained by the earnest request of Dr. Light-
", Who hag acquired great influence mn that Assembly.
ro?;:n.g the concessions of Presbyterians, I find the Rev.
ost ?SO" Campbell, D. D. of Scotlgnd, cpr_]fcssedly the
~ ‘€arned Greek scholar and biblical critic of modern
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B. 8 { the pa es which vou have quoted relat®
to John's Bant e e v mande hoard (h ‘;“.,u.,nthul

3 g .
' B s not Christian Baptism ¥

P. Yes. But if the baptism to which Ch subr

rist himsell
fer-

mitted was 1 Chr pecially when he said 1 T
ace o = 1 B De e ".I 18 to fulfil all righte ousnt >.~."
. \ renders 1t to ralsfy every institutio
I k : { 1 un deserve the name Have '\““
any s i e ns lor nsidering John's L"‘P“blu

B e
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of It;heYu“ }"InArk (i. 1,) Cfl”s his ministry the “ beginning
P 11'15[)"1_ &.'f' .I)r. brnl'l‘ll‘l his notes on this passage
-af l‘l;plt) views of its import. “ 1 }ll:\' was in f:n"l‘illw beginning
e gospel, the Intreduction of the New Testament Dis-
7)1.’[[\‘11[i,‘/1_‘7 h
Uh%‘["’j‘;‘ }(\\1 16,) says, “ The law and the Al?r«,»}»hvt_s were
.ok John, &ec. Those who object to Joha's Baptism be-
215{ l‘“l'l':r the New l)i_,\[)c-x}s;ili(ll\_ say that ‘this l',)i‘.\’pvnﬂuion
this “th commence until after the 7esurTe ctwon of (_/‘ rist; but
lh(: (.\)‘]Ju perceive \_\'uuhl l}fr”w L;}vl( _!hc I,':r‘lﬂ.\' Supper into

"P* d Dispensation, for it was instituted before his death.
i Ido; but I have beena little puzzlyd with the account
given in Acts xix. 1—6, respecting the disciples whom Paul
lound at Ephesus. Do vou think they were re-baptized ?

By no means, and I think 1 can relieve your n'linld in
a few words. I remark, in the first place that, these disciples
Were believers, and must have uxpt‘ril'lh!t‘d the ordinary In-
luences of the Holy Ghost. The inquiry of Paul rvl;;tsd' to
E‘,,"' special miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghost; these gilts
alter suitable i“.luirit-g "and explanations were conferred.
uke is considered the writer of the Acts. I will now read
the verses, first naming the speakers. _ y
v 11",”/' Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye belie-
eq? S

Discinles. We have not s0 much as heard whether there
"€ any Holy Ghost. =tad

aul. Unto what then were ye baptized ?

Di‘”ﬁ""" Unto John's l.uini,\m. . :

Paul. John verily baptized w ith the baptism of repent-
ance, saying unto the people that they should believe on him
Which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When
they (i. e. the people to whom John preached) heard this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

I Luke. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the
loly Ghost came on them, and they spake wuth tongues and
Prophesied.
> e
0}'] - I am satisfied, and I fear, after
it jecting to John's Baptism isto be foun
Q T % é ¥
12 evidence that it was immersion.
B. Have you not heard some start ' _
Possibility of immersion in certam cases mentioned in the
l}'lle’g -
> .4 » “ 1 - oL
‘dl . Yes. My minister said the other day, * That it seem-
-y to him imimmbablo, if not qnilc lm_p_(»Ssxblv, !l:m[ 3,000
erre immersed on the day of Pentecost, and that it was not
ikely that the Jailer and his household *the same hour of
l'

all, that the reason for
d in the overpower-

ling objections to the




5 A FAMILIAR DIALOGUE.
r to be baptized, especially

the night” went out to some river
as the stles refused the next day to go out until they were
honourably relea

B. And how you dispose of these objections ¥

! 3 , P

P. With r rd to the first, | remarked t him, that P¢
leT Was pre n st the thard hoar, (Y wk inthe A M.)
® r y 1 ¢ from reading e 2d of
\ ™ at 3 4 ’ b re 11 ‘l” k wnd a '_'|(r'
were twelve apostles and ther seventy”’ administrators
I proved to | by ple d { 3,000 by 82, that there
was less than 37 candidates a plece [ also referred him
to the fact, that a Baptist minister in Jamaica not long gince
1 r 129 in one day ; another in Troy, 20 in nine M¥
nutes

thout an honoural p

that jailor the
But there is no v

as the r. hefore

m brought them o4

Imner prisor . . d
X " . er ITL and every ond 2
- S g A0 ortental prison, knows tl
- re bat fonts, in which pris
et S 1 to bathe. He and his family
“';f“",;h" embling a Baptistery ;
’ Rea reason like a Bapust An®
are yoa equa { that believers are the only proP”

so for nearly two years. 1 b8

t 1 MV minster and me f tha » {f onl
| ‘ . e private members O v

church that it seer ' ¢ strance that thes an doubt !]|:ll
penitents or be ers are the only subjects of baptism, Whe®

~h:|” be

veth, and is baptized,

! ) } . . of you
_ and be baptized every one 07 Y5
A 2 When they believed Phi ip {»r waching

' 4 s 0f
- r ! ngdom of God, and the nam!
Jes T | riat ¢ - 2 ’ s 4 ] wwomen
Yy W . sptized. ) A men and

Acts i 36, 37 The eur h said See here 18 walt r'.
what doahs & -2 Y s a1d

4 t doth Ainder me to be bag 41 And l"lihl' sad, %

with all thine heart, thou mayest.”

- . helse 'r"l-
Many of the Corinthians hearing, be/1e®

S ) L s 1D
i know that they endeavour to find u'\)‘l""_r‘
ist, 10

ant baptism from an expression of Chr
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ference 1o children—from household baptism—and from cir-
Cumeisigy,

. £ Yes, I know they do. Butthough Jesus said, « Suffer
}‘ltlle children to come unto me,” &c. yet John (iv. 2.) says,
Jesus himself baptized not.” Of the household of Ste-
Phanus, Pay) says, (1 Cor. xvi. 15.) *It is the first fruits
of Achaia, anq tﬁcy have addicted themselves to the ministry
 the saings.” Paul preached the word of the Lord #o all
@ were in the house of the jailer, and it is said gActs 16..)
that he believed in God, and rejoiced in God \\'11}} all h.z:
%use.” There is no evidence that there were any children in
the hOUSChold of Lydia, and from the last qlause of the
C.hap[er that gives us an account of her conversion and bap-
Sm, jt appears that her household consisted of brethren—
Dl'obab]y the servants that attended her on her trading jour-
Eey,‘ And have you never found any whole l}ous.eholds that
belieyeq and were baptized,” in your d(—;nommau.on?.
long Yes, several. 1 called on a farzuly of this k}llnd no(;
€ since, in the town of Willington, Con. The father an
€r, and seven children and an apprentice, had all bi—
i e members of the Baptist Church in that town. Sltic'd
IStances are not unfrequent among us. I believe you di
ci(;ti::press your views of the argument drawn from circum-
P, I can see no analogy between the ci!'cumc1519n of a
}’:le?_le Hebrew child, and the baptism of a_jema]v chxldfof'zt
¢ lev.",’g Gentile. And if baptism came In the rooml()) c;]r
- mcxs!on, I wonder the change was not thought Of y the
s‘poStohcﬂl council to whom the dissension about circumeci-
lnor:. Was referred. It would have been easy for them to tlile-
Yoo, ©the difficulty by simply saying, “ Baptism %arlpevms i::
its circumcision, and Is to be observed by believ erS
Stead ;” ¢ they “ gave no such commandment. ee
Cts XV, |— 5
culi(;, * ou said you wished to converse with m}clz onﬁtl}le O]:Ie;
Sepy: . 225 of the Baptist denomination. But t usd'}f'er}énce
betv;mems and mine are the same. I can see no di
€en yg,

You will find there is one point at least on which we

Widely differ ¥

Megy:, . vould now ask you what that is, but the time for

if ®ling hgy come; we will now close our conversation, and
}’,0“ Please, resume it again this evening at my house.

ery well. I will call at 8 o’clock.

shan'
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SECOND INTERVIEW.

B. Good evening, brother Peter, I am glad to see }"m
Be seated. Ever since our conversation this 111“rllll,)}[“:\l
have been trying to imagine what you t:nn.l'rl mean by
“one point on which we shall widely differ.” poe

P. There is one thing, and one unh', which preve n‘m &
from being a Baptist; but that one thing seems 10 be ¢
superable barrier. i,

B. Do tell me what it 1s.

s me

P. O your close communion ! B

B. Do we not commune just as you do? ' he on it the
2 3 v ba . T al
ference I can see is, we celebrate the Lord’s Suppet think

3 WE

close of the day instead of the morning, becaus What do

this season better adapted to the idea of a Supper.
you mean by close communion ?
P. You do not receive Christians of other der
and this is a great stumbling block to me. [ have
B. Let me ask you one question, and the answer, inio®
reason to anticipate, will show that our difference 0! ”!‘-h\wt’
on this point, is not so wide as you imagine. Do you be

L &
lullllll‘l““'

that baptism is a prerequisite to communion ?

P, Certainly ; though I confess I should like to hear
of your reasons for considering it so.

B. T will give them with pleasure

Christ commissioned his disciples to “ Go teach (
all nations,” —admitting them immediately to the
Sllppl'l‘ ? No: ™ "/llrl//:/r/ ¢ them,” &e. '|'h‘-y wert
to teach them all things which he had commanded. '
the commands afterwards to be taught the baptized ‘“‘. )
was, * Do this in remembrance of me.” According - had
commission, when Ananias became satisfied that '\.-‘(‘lnm L
become a disciple, he said to him, * Arise,”—and W ml s bap"
Come to the table of the Lord? No. * Arise, 'MMI :‘11*‘""
tized.” He afterwards “ assayed to join himself to ! ,)‘”l(“'”"
ples.””  We have another example in the manner “l, st BY
the Church at Jerusalem on the day of l')"“ly\ilv-lnn the
consulting the second chapter of Acts, you will wn“.». stead
Joyful converts were first baptized, and li\"“_"“““'.',‘h,., aking
fastly in the Apostles’ doctrine, in fellowship, 1 !"r,..i by
of bread,” &e. Baptism seems to have been ""”\“hn:nu“"
all denominations (that have held to external “r\‘n of th®
at all) as a rite which should precede the recepti
Lord’s Supper, .
Justin Martyr says, “ This food is called by V

gom®

disciple)
l“.rd s

B

s the
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charist - "
SB:}I;];;’}):\T{]'J\‘:};”(ih it is ?znl lawful for any to partake but
€en baptize - B I}I‘Rl.]gl\l t.‘”}ght ?’.V USh‘O !ie true, and have
gave the c;in', xT. yvall i OrfT.l‘b us,é );n ]}{: Church ever
tized, Apo munion 10 awy persons bedore they were bap-
ever majns ong all the absurdities that ever were held, none
commupy ained that, that any person should partake of the
us, J_V“, 1”{/(//'(3 he was baptized.” Dr. Doddrndge tells
amiqni[ YS C)Orlam that as fur'as our knowledge of prlmm\;e
upper?’ rLaChO_S, no unbaptized person received l}7le Lord’s
ter ig }i Again: “ I{mr crr{l/uzt soever any man’s charac-
comp’letex]ri“m be baptized, before he can })e Alo(f}{cd upon as
er rt‘ln'r 1‘\3 member of the Church of Christ” Mr. Bax-
nehhor( rks:—¢ What man dare to go in a way which hath
“T Precept nor example to warrant 1, from a way that
ers i‘:g”“ current of both ? .th they zl‘mt will agmn mem-
0 the . 0 the visible Church without baptism doso.” Equally
1€ point js the assertion of Dr. Dwight, late President of
C(L?iz Cr;l]egf’. He says:—*“It is an z:/uli.\']wusab[f r/lm[.[ﬁ-
e 1 for this ordinance, that the candidate for communion
A member of the visible church of Christ, in full standing.
thyitth]?.,l intend,—that he should be‘u ‘P.ersonf of}pl_ctyi
il IIL should have made a public profes:mn l(i v _Jg!;)r},
)'OIir‘.I};’t he should have been baptized. An;dm\? 1{5 i tin
miqx(‘ urch? Does ygurmmlster require candidates for a
Sion first to be baptized ? : \
bapti'z never knew him to receive any w ho had not been
ed according to his views of baptism. Indeed, I do
know of 5 Presbyterian or Congregational Church in
Country, that would admit persons to the communion
lsm f/’U!) considered unbaptized. 1 never supposed that
chur:}‘er could consistently be dispensed with in the
Sons ; l?; but I confess I never saw before ds'(()l'str)?nfg reg:
isg}.(” avour of first requiring baptism of candidates for a
"I to church privileges.
ell. You see that the

e
Whe

principle on which we and
denominations act in this instance, is precisely the
plllnerr' Your minister believes that sprinklmg, p}(l)url})g, alr;d
Vites > 'S; are all equally valid baptism; an dt erfhore ;
Inu;lisuch as are sprinkled, poured, and plun}%t ,ﬁo e‘c%mt
* rmpobn' My minister believes \\-n_h Paul, that tf ereils u
Vite . _PUsm,” and that is immersion; he therefore can in-
it o 00ly the immersed. There isno close communion here;
anq :]1'10 1S any closeness, it is close baptism. 'The Baptists
tize other Christians refuse to commune w1rth thc. unbap-
M sety; he question then is, What is baptism % If we agree

ting this question, then there 1s N0 difference between

&“ 0'[}101‘

T
== —tai

et

<

maairest ;- n g
EEERT T
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us And as they all believe that immersion 18 ¥
tism, 1 have often wondered that they do not practise i
sion instead of sprinkling, and end the strife I'hey ‘
no doubt that we are baptized ; 1if they had, they wou -
receilve us We do conscientiously doubt the vall en
sprinkling for baptism. The sacrifice on their ',‘l" " L
duce conformity would be nothing ; on ours, it WOl
sacrifice of honest, conscientious pnu-‘«lxlr R
P. 1 now see that your Churches and ours act r.u ““
same principle respecting the admission of persons i =
sacrament. but still I wish to name a few objections 10 J !
lirm'llm-. which have existed 1n my llllll‘(_ and which | freed)
llt‘|\||n\\|v ll"". :~I|H h.l\n‘ some influence upon me it

B. Go on, my brother, let me know all your

on this subject. he Lord$

el

P. You know the communion table is call g -
table ; how then can you refuse to admit the Lord's pt ¥ he
B. The very fact that it is the Lord's table, furnishes ¥
answer If it were our table, we would invite whom W'

pleased ; but as it is the Lord's table, we must cons alt I,.
word, and extend the invitation to those only, who, V¥
Saviour's commission, and the apostolic examples, W¢ »
allowed to partake—viz baptized believers “

And I think I can convince you that your ministet )
not invite 1l the Lord's 'u-nlpl-"ln come {;> the Lord
P. O, he says he “can freely receive all that Chnst
received.” .
B. But does not Mr. Goodman belong to his con
tion, and does not your minister believe that he has & P
de ieriptive ol his character?

yTeR™

ame

P Ye [ have often heard jnl!!l regret that & man
fler
eminently pious and exemplary should remain year "'_ h
\ v nucsHs

year, out of the Church, where his influence is 80 ™%
needed, g

. aa

B. Mr. Goodman attends meeting on communion ©5
I suppose A

P. Yes; no man is more constant in his attendant
public worship
B. And is he invited to come to the Lord’s table ¥ d the
P. O no. He was never baptized. He never] oy
Church,
. B. And T have been told that within two months
in your congregation have experienced religion
P. Yes. A large number indeed have become pious
l& Any of them before the last communion ?
P. Yes; more than forty.

many
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B. Is your minister satisfied with their piety ?
P. I heard him say that he was never better satisfied
with young converts.
B. Did he invite them to the Lord’s table?
O no.
mhli What! dulnqr Mr. Goodman and ‘more than forty
ers of the Lord’s people from the Lord’s table? Surely
llleatls}ﬂ_n the Baptist ground. And I have been told, too,
1is mother and one sister are among the conveys.
low could he refuse to commune with his own mother and
Sister 2
P. None of these had been admitted to membership,
and I am pow convinced that piety alone, even when found
I our dearest earthly connexions, does not give them a righe
'0 the Lord’s table. The Lord’s people must, if they come
A all, come in the Lord’s way. But what do you say to
€m, provided they seem to be xim'r.r:’.’
e “:c tcll‘tlxc{n that sim;vrity is no pr.t'.lfl
ss. Saul of Tarsus was sincere before his
Ii'{thought he was doing God service when he was perse-
Cuting the Church : and John Newton was sincere alter his
onversion, in continuing in the slave trade, until his eyes

vere opened to see the evil of this abominable trafiic. BuE
their conduct to hé

te sincerity of these men did not prove :

Justifiahle, ~ But if sincerity be admitted as an v\’ldcpcc of
Correctness, then we claim to be correct ourselves; for we
with those whom we

f of correct-
conversion.

are as gincere in refusing to commune
SOnsider unbaptized, as they are in Te fusing to commune
With those whom #hey consider unbaptized.
offn I have mmthv}' question which I presume ‘\.Ou, hfl.ve
ten heard, and which has been a source of some perplexity
» me—« If we cannot commune 11-g<)1h'.:r on earth, how
%an we in heaven 7" ;
“We plead for a communion on earth, with Chris-
f every sect, which shall bear a resemblance to that
aven. We do not suppose that the communion of the
king of the symbols of
in mu-

tians
of }l(:

‘
ust m: e 0 : :

]H made perifect,’ consists 1n parta
Christ's Y o A A

tus l”'\‘t 8 death, but in high and .~1»1rmml intercourse ; :

B oratitude, while review-

1 €Xpressions of admiration and
g ¢ ; N
in" grace towarads tie

}.'L' dispensations of providence and :
ha[;}“s_ world; in mingled songs of praise to Him \\’hg
in ‘l' Washed them from their sins In _lns own Hm:»q; an

s orious scenes which the

Tey alted converse concerning the gl L
vol Y ing to their

ol utions of eternity will be continually unfold
ighted gaze. In such communionas this, although of 8

—

o
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more humble c haracter, we would be glad to participate with
all rru.;l men

P. Really, my brother Benjamin, you have answered my

sar and satisfactory manner. 1 am con*
and the

urches

qu' \'1 ns in
vinced of the
consistenc ~‘ ,‘:

correctness of your principles,
yur conduct. I see that the Baptist ( ‘
act in accordance with apostolic usage, and w ith the univer
_\11 practice of Presbyt I'l in and other Churches, m T l'”r-
ing baptism as a prere i*n\"n to communion. 1 bive fo\'
some time past been convince »d that immersion is the on Y
baptism, and believers the only \H}J.‘v\ of the ordinance;
and I am now more fully confirmed in the opinion that
‘nlll[i\"l 8 1 1ld in eve ry 1 ..\'1,/‘1, e prec le communion
= hat shall .- My parents and many other relatives
Presbyterian Church. I receive muc ch pa°
tronage in my business from the wealthy anc | respect able part
of Ib:u Chure h; I shall give offence '»\. dissolying my coB”
nexion, and you will admit that lulpnvn is not really essem”
tial to salvation
T 1,1.; [‘l,“l»ll- jl" mit ths (' k‘li»!'!“n IS not esse u(i'll to St 1“”‘“011:
tists are so far from beli 1at they const
der no one -'2‘.", tled to ptism, v i$ not in a state ¢ iA salvé”

tion N 1 . : : O
g I | to salvation ; immersion 15 a8 essen”

“111 o m a roundness to a ball : ,|||t. }:llul]\lll iS an

essenual prerequisite to commt mion. Is not l.xp!mn as &
sential as communion? Are not both ezfernal ordin: ances

;r}lt Jews were l'"'l”lf"«i on one occasion to offer @ rt”
neiler : Had lhv')‘ a right to say—the ¢ olour is non-€ss¢ ”/“ll'
A white one will answer as well? Was not redness
essential 1o "*wi ence? But, my dear brother, Wil ™~
do nothing for the honour of Christ, which is not bsolute”
£y ential 1o your saivation “ Is this thy kindness 10 thy
inend \ t bey all his comm#! and 105
mn ‘.' his examples, even though he mig ht pos J
7 You X
and wifes S
be &

some of them
n h ind brother and sister,
{ lands, if you would follow Christ, ant

yar mind 1 vwz.!'wwvv:'.r. enlightened with regat
Institutions established in beautiful order and sim
Him who evinced his love to you, by freely H'\““':
as a rmwm for your soul 3 . .
ve 4/!/”““1

se things, happy a "1'.
lappy are ye i hbgo

. l!n' love of Christ constraineth “" . ‘““l
conseq 1,.{“7,.,_ I will make haste, and delay not to ceep
commandments :

But
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