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FA IILIAR DIALOGUE. 

Peter. ,ood morning. Benjamin; whither are you going 
0 early? 
te 11f;min. I am going to the ~aptist ~rayer Ieeting. 
B. hen you attend the Baptist Ieet!ng, do you 1 

the BI d?· I am a member of the Bapt1 t Church-I go to 
tee _apti t :leetin(l' from a. conviction of duty; and I es• 

"f; lt a ~reat privilege. . . 
hav~ I ,y1ll go with you th~ mornmg, because~ ,~_sh to 
,.

0 
a little conver ation with you on the pecuhantles of 

J ur den • . B ommation. . 
\\·a • Y ~u shall be welcomf. to a seat with me, and on the 
,vhy I will explain to you as well as I can, the reasons for 

pt you call our peculiaritie •. 
1nu h Well, I mu t tell you that I have read and thought 
<>p c of late on the a-round of our differences, and with re-., ect t o • th O the mode and subjects of baptism, I have come to 
ni! ettlcd conclu-ion, that you have the best of the argu• 
io-n~. I have ati tied myself that the original word Baptizo, 
0.81fie to immer e. 
p' :n you read Greek 1 . 

c rta.in o. But I find b_y all hr tory that the Greeks, who 
g-inni ly uncier tand their own lano-uao-e, have from the be· 
tic • ng, until thi day, practised imm r ion. Their prac-
\Vora· a very ati f: ctory comment on the mc~ning of the 
than· . Be i<le , I have read the ample conce- 10n of more 
the 

O 
~I~hty Pedobapti t writers, that thi i the meaning of 

ap0 t?o-inal , ord, and that immer .. ion wa practi ·ed by the 
:Vear. f and by ucce dino- hri~tian for thir een hundred 
late rom the commenc:m nt of the Chri tian era. As 
sprinkt 1643, in the A ~embly ?f Divi!1e at We t~i?-~ter, 
one- 2:--ng a sub itut d for 1mmer~10n ?Y a ma3onty of 
l"nafor·t" voted for prinklin , 24 for immer 10n. This mall 
foot, ,~h ·a obtain d by the ~rn ~t req~e t of Dr. Light· 
A.tnon °hhacl acquir d QT at influence m that A embly. 
})rofe g t e cone ·ion of Pre byterian., I find the Rev. 
lllo t leor 'ampb ll, D. D. of cotland, confe~ edly the 

arned Greek cholar and biblical critic of modern 
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" A FA HLIAR DIALOGUE. 7 
1erence t h'ld cum .. 0 c 1 ren-from hou ehold baptism-and from cir-

c1s1on p . 
little. er.rs, I know they do. But though Je us aid, 11 uffer 
"Jesu 1 ~rcn to com unto me," c. yet John (iv. 2.) says, 
phan s him elf bapti;:ed not." Of the hou ehold of te-
of A\• J?aul a ·s, ( 1 or. xvi. 15.) "It i the fir t fruits 
of th c ai~, and they have addicterl them elve to the ministry 
that e_ sai,~t ." Paul pr ached the word of the Lord to all 
that be re M_ the hou e of the jailer, and it i aid ( Act 16.) 
hous ,:3 behev in od, and rejoiced in God , ·ith all his 
the h There 1 no evidence that there "·ere any children in 
cha tiu ehol~ of Lydia, and from the last clau e of the 
tisJ . r that gives us an account of her conver ion and bap-
Prob It app ar that her hou ehold con i ted of brethre,,-
ney ably the crvant that attended her on her tradincr jour-
" bei. nd have you nerer found any ,vhole hou eh old that 

B ieyd and were baptized,>' in your denomination? 
lono-· . e , . ev ral. I call d on a family of thi kind not 
moth inc , 1n the town of'"\ illington, on. The father and 
corn er, and ev n children and an apprentice, bad all be-
in t e members of the Bapti t Church in that town. uch 
not anc are not unfr quent amonrr us. I believe you did 
cisii:rre s your vie,vs of the argument drawn from circum-

'111,af' •r can see no analogy between the circumcijon of a 
heli: .~ brew child, and the baptism of a female. child of a 
cum \ 1~g G ntile. And if bapti ... m came in the room of cir-
ap

0 
-~\~ 0 n, I wonder the change wa not tbourrht of by the 

sion ° Ical council to whom the di n ion about circumci-
wa tnove t r. fi,rr d. It would hav be n ea T for them to re-

room h d~flfoulty by imply ayin<T, "Bapti ·m came in the 
its st odf circumci~ion, and i to he ob erved by b liever in 
A ca ·" b h h d ;1 -<\.Ct , ut t ey • gave no sue comman ment. ee 

B xv. 1-31. 
culi~-.. 0u .'aid •ou wi hed to conver e with me on the pe-
senti rit,e. of th Bapti t denomination. But thu far your 
betw rn nt and mine are the ame. I can ee no difference 

p enu. 
shali W~du will find there i one point at 1 ast on which e 

B I 1 ly diffi r. 
~ectin Would no • a k you , hat that i , but the time for 
lf You g ra come; we will no clo e o_ur conver ation, and 

P. Je 'a , re ume it acrain thi evenmg at my hou e. 
ry well. I will call at a1clock. 
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A FA llLI R DIALOGUE. 11 :· i your mii:ii • ter ati fi d with th ir piety 1 
with. heard him ay that he wa never better ati fied 

youno- conv rt . 
i· Did he i1wite them to the Lord:s table 1 

• no 
othB. "\ ha~ ! debar 1 oodman and mar than fony 
h ~r of the Lord'· peo om the Lord table. ur Iv 
thea: ~n the apti t rrr . nd I haYe en told, too, 
II his mo h r and on ·ter ar, amono- the convcrJ • 
si ~w ; 0 uld he refu_e to commune with hi own mother and 

err 
anf I Tone of a<l admitted to m mber~hip, 
in am now c d t y alone, v n wh n found 
to fuur dca a m , do not o-frc th m a right 
at alf Lor b people mu-t, if they come 
the • com t But what do you ay to 

rn, pro, ti c r~ . 
n B. \ c t H t , i no proof of correct-B · • aul of 'I e b for i ion. 
cu~· tho o- he " vice w 1 h r_c-

In hurc . ·ton wa in his 
conv : . • 1 ,v , n contmumo- m a,·e tra u y 
th ore_ opened to sec the evil abominable traffic. But 
j of th rn n did not prO\'C t • net to he 
u ut i c rit , I., admitt d i<l nee of 

~or h n laim to b corr 'Ct o ; for we 
c re in r ·• rr commune , •itl ~ ·horn, ·e 
,,\ aptiz are in r fu_inrr to commune 

1 om t unbap iz d. 
oft another which I pr ~ume you ham 
to e nd whic n a ourc of _ome p rple.xi y 
can ann une to" thcr on earth, how 
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