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PROCl'~EDL -GS.

The association met pursuant to adjournment, with the
church at Conners Grove, Floyd county, Vi rai n ia, on

FldDAY, S~:r"I'E;'IBER 10,1915.

1. After praise and prayer by Elder J leI K Marshall, the
introductory sermon was prt-ached hy E ld. F. P. Branccorue,
from l\Iatt. 1:21 ; "Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he

shal l save his people from their sins."
2. The messengers, after a recess, met in the house, wi t h

prayer by Elder A. K. Philpott, from Pi£ River As ociatiou.
3. Received and rend letters from al . the churches and

seated their messengers as shown in the Statistical Table.
4. Seated «orrespondents from sister associations as fol

lows: From Indian Creek, Elder Charles Iassey ; From Pig
River, J1~ld. A. B. Philpott; From Smiths River, Elders Q.
n. Weeks, s. A. Thompson, J. D. Cockram and C. A. Vip
perman; From Mayo, Elder E. 1\1. BeJ rnard: From Zion,

Elders C. A. Martin ann G. P. Allen.
4. The Moderator a ppui o ted Elders R ;\1. Mabry, Asa

Harris, H. V. Cole, 1 !DOS Diek ersou and vl. F. Sumner, to
act with Moderator and Clerk as a Com mittee on Arrange
ments; Brethren.J. T. Akers and J. Henry Cruise a Com
mittee on Finance; Bret h ren CJ. B. Mabry. Wilcher Bowman
W. R. Surratt. James Conner and D. W. Slusher a commitee
un Preaching; aud Brethren David i\I. Webb and J. H. Wil
SOli a comittee 011 distribution of minutes from sister associa

tions.
6. The Moderator selected Elder C. A. Martin and Chas.

Massey to preach th is afternoon.
7. Adjourned till Saturdav Oo'clock.



SATl'RDAY, SEl'TDIBEH 1], 19]5.

1. The del iberat ious were opened wit h praise and prayer

bv Elder P. G. Lester.
2. Cal led the Roll and st rur-k off the nnrnes of absentees.
;~. The Committee OIl .vrra ngemems reported and was

discharged.
'1. The Com m i itve o n PII>~1ClJillg rr-po rt ed , fur Saturday,

Elrlers G. P. Allen, E. ~J. Harnard. A. K. Phil~()tt and 8. A.
Thompson; for Sunday, ~~lder8 .J. D. Cock rarn, S. A. Thomp

son and A. R. Philpott.
fl. Correspolldents who attended sister associations re-

ported and were dif'l'harged.
6. A ppointerl CorreSp('IHit'nt::; to sister Associations as fol

lows: To Indian Creek, Elders P. G. Lester and .1. H. CUIl1

rnings ; To l'ig River, Elders P. O. Lester, V. P. Branscom" ,
H. V. Cole, and .J. H Cumming"; '1'1) Sm it.hs River, 1£Iders
P. G. Lester, A. Dickerson, H. V. ColE',.J. :\1. Dic·kerson, .J.
H. Cummings ant! F. C. Roynolds : To Mayo, Elders .1. ~1.

Dickerson, F. P. Hra nscome and A. D. Va ugh n ; To Fish ers
River. Lld ers D. ti. Webb arid R. P. Vass : 1'0 M .uut a in.
Elders I). S . Webh, J. P. Goad a nd K. P. Vass ; To Zion ,

Eld. ,J. F. SUmIH'r and J. H. Cruise.
7. Agreed to sr-nd a file of minutes to the following sister

a socint ions : Indian Creek, Elkhorn, Pig River, ~flJiths
River, Fishers River, , Ia y p, Zion. Mountain, Spnler, Salem,
Upper Country Line, Lower Cou n t ry Line, Kehuk ee, COI1
tentnea, lslack Creek, Stau nton River and Abbotts Creek.

8. Tho Ci rcn lar Letter, as prepared by Elder P. G. Les

ter, was ordered printed in these minutes.
9. Elder Asa Harris was appointed to write Circular Let-

ter for next year.
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10. The Church at r el low sh ip reported that, at the re
quest of the church, Eldpl'l" n. S. Weh:-', F. P. Branscome,
.J. D. Vass , .J. P. Guad, :\1. d. Horton and C. C. Phibhs, the
pastor, met at FE:>llow~hip eh urch on Saturday before the
first Sunday in November. !nI4. and ordained Brother l{nh
ert Price Vass to the filii fu nct.ious of the Gospel Ministry.

II. Tile Com m it tee Utl Fiuauce reported :
Beceived from the churches $45.;0
Allowed for printing and fur postage $20.00
Allowed for printing blanks fur churches........ 2.50
Gave to Moderator 10.00
Gave to Clerk , . . 10.00
Hal. in Clerk's hunds.. :L20

Total $-l.'l .7U $45.;0

I~. Appointed Eld ers P. G. Lester, AIlIOS Dickerson, J. i\1.
Dir-kerson , H. V. Cole, J. H. Cummings, L. A. Cummings
and F. C. Reynolds to meet with the church at Laurel Creek
and ordain to the full functions of the Gospel ~Iinistry Bro.

:-'. L. Morau, jf jlldged q ua lifi-d.
I.~. Appointed 8 1dprs I:{, M. Mabrv , A. D. Vaughn, F. C.

Reynolds . .J. F. Su m ner, P. (oj. Lester an I V. P. Branscome a
pr esbyterv In mt't'l w itl: t h e t'hUI'C~1 at Charity, to ordain to
the full function- of i he Gospel Ministry. if judged qualified,

Brother H. L. 'pelll;pr.
14. Adop ted t he foliowillg sugge:-;tion :

With reference to th B u n pl easa n t ne ss between lj'cllow

ship church, of this association, and ZIOn Hill ch urch, of
Zion associat ion , we fel:l to say that what we have said can
have been but suggestive, as the power t,l exvcut e is with
the churches. Therefore we ::,u~gt'st tl' t ile ch urch at 1<\... 1
lowship that she send her grievances, ~iY t he hands of fa ith
ful brethren, and lay them before t lu- ch u rch at Zion Hill,
and proceed according to the rule of dealing with individual

nu-mbers. See Matt. 18: If5-17.
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1;), We I'l:'gl'et to learn that five of our ht']oved el .ders, to

wit: .Iarnes ;\1. .lenn inzs, .!ptferl"(lll D. Vass, Char-les W.
Vaughn, l<:!ijah ITI'l"ter and Lloyd K. Shockley have moved
i n to the hounds of sister associn t io ns, and, therefore, are

d ropped fro en Oil I' Ii ~ t of pid -rs.
And, also, tha t Hlllitu 1'.1. II. Vv·. Hur-ley. a lir-ensed

minister, has moved i n ro 1 lu- f .. 1111fJ:. .. of a ~i~' .... r a,..sc)('intinn;

and Brot her D. C. La vso n , ~, lic'PIl,..t:d m i n ist e r, has rlepartt=d
this life; and , therefore, t hei rua mes are drol'ped from our

list of licensed m inist ers.
16. Agreerl to hold tlIP next session of th i- nssociat ion

wit.h the r-h u rch at Pin .... (irllvt-', Carroll county, Virginia, Oil

I.f r id a y , Saturday and second Sunday in September, 1916,

and adjourned.
l':LDEH P. G. LEsn:I{, Mod.

ELD. ~' . P. BRrL 'SCI/:\IE, Cleric----_..•.._----
Till'; Pln~AClIlxo.

FUlDA 1'-1. Tile tntroductory sermon was preached lIy F~lrler F. I'.
Branscume, f'rorn ~latt. I:~I : "TllOU suult c"IIIJis uunie .Iesus : for he shall
save his people from their "ins ;" ~. Elder C. A. ~lartin -u"ed no text: 3.
t<:lder Charles }.\assey, from Rev, l~:l: .. :\ nd tiiere appeared a g-reat wonder

in heaven;" etc.
SA Tl.:!fDA 1"-1. Elder G. P. Allen, from I.Julln -l:Hl: ,," e love him be-

cause he first loved us." ~ Elder E. ~1. Bamard. from 2. Cor. l;{:ll : "Final
ly, brethren, farewell." ;:. Elder:-;. A. Ttiom pson, tn-m St..lohn ;~:li: "Tnat
which is born of the tlesh is tksll ." etc. 4. Elder ,\. B. l'ldlputt, from 1 Cor.
15:25; "!"'Jr he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet."

SUl\'DA1'-First, after prayer by I';lder P. G. Lester, Elder J. D, Cock
ram, from I Cor. ~:lti: "But we have the mind 0f Ch rist.;" Second, Elder A.
H, Philpott, from lsa. 11:12: "And lu- shall set up an pnsi :n fur the nations."
Tl1ird, I~lder S. A, Tlllllnpson, from Acts 0:3; "And ;18 he journeyed," etc.

I



CIRCULAR LETTEl~.

The Neu: Rica Primitive n(lJlIi~t Assucirl ion, ill session with Ute
church at Conners Grove, Ployd Countu, ' -i1"oinia, September 10,
11, 12, 1915, sends oreetings of fellowship in tlu: Lord to (Ill the sister
churches whose messcnqer« we are and to the as-ociations with which Ice

corrcsporui,
DEA1{ BKKl'tilmN: 'I'he custom of SCII\I ;ng forth ill our min

utes what we terrn a Corresponding" Oircula r Levu-r was devised by
OUI' fathers as a medium through w h ich we communicate with each
other in expressions of a spiritual. and we t rus t mutual, import ill
things pertaiulng to life and gocllillnss, that we might be mutuall v
rHfreshed in the blessed assurance that we arr : dwalling together in
I he unity of the Spirit and in the bond of pe' "e , being of one heart
and mind in all esspntial respects which read i y distinguish us from
all other religions and professions in all the world; and, at tile
same time, mutually identify ourselves, as by the mutual faith of
each, as being of the faith once delivered unto the saints, and um o
our fathers and unto us their children.

Our fathers thought it good to now anrl t hen treat upon some
particular theme as growing out of. or de " uced from these thiuvs
which were most surely believed among th em, and we feei t I

same to be good for us, being persuaded in our hearts that it is
good if we are found in accord with them, both in their belief it 1 l
iu their manner of dec"Iritlg it,

While w~ fpel usu red that they would Dot have us claim fill'

them. a full and perfect knowledge of the principles of d ivi e
truth; yet we might claim for t.hern a coufident presum ption t l.ut
we would be found in accord with them in their understanding (If
the fai th of these th ings, and we ca n and do assn re you that su« it

is the sincere desire of OUI' hearts.
While we know t hat in the divine order of things nul' day rna v

be distinctively peculiar to ourselves. and thut as our day so shall
our strength be, eve" as we go from st reusrtn to strength. yet as
we go from company 10 company, as from tho oousrrega.t.ion of til
fathers to the congregation of the child ren , we would not rlepa rt

from t.he face of the God of our fathers, uo,: Irr.ru the bLdli. '. , ~:l



of Him whose bow abode in strength, bu t we would be found as
they were, and would have our child ren found with us and with
them earnest ly contend ing for the fa it.h once delivered to the

saints.
While from an in .liv id ua.l standpoint there were differences in

opinions and underst a.ndill!.;" among the Iat.hers as there are some
time'> among us. Yet we do not recal l a.n instance where an ind i
vidual arnoug t ham endeavored to push his peculiar views as if he
would have ot lrers conform thereto, liar do we desire that any a
mong us should be of such contrary mind, but sincerely desire that
sound d iscret.iou, prudence and forbearance rn igh t so prevail among
us, as they did arnoug our fathers, as that nothiug so serious as to
effect our fellowship might be allowed to nave place in our midst.
While our desires should be to apply our hearts unto wisdom, yet
we do not desire, if we understand OUI' hearts, to be wise above
that which is written; nor would we, through i~norance of the
righteousness of God, be Iourul going about to establish our own
righteousness, but would humbly submit, oursel ves uuto His riz h t
eousness, and in the sufficiency of his grace, and in the blessed per
suasion of an abiding faith, we would hold Iast the assurance of our
hearts, being confident that He which hath begun a good work in
us will perform it unto the day of Je,;US Christ.

Our fathers deemed it wise and prudent to formulate what they
termed Articles of F'a.ith that we might have in brinf form an ex
pression of their nnder:5tanding of the doctrine of God as set forth
in the scriptures of truth, which t.uey regarded as the only r ule of
and authority for the faith and practice of the church; and though
they would IlJ G h ,l. v~ u s r~~~'" t '1 H ~ 3X:.Jr~,,.,)13, or articles.
as being infallible in the truth and fulluess of their expressions,
yet we reg-ard them as iii harmony witn the truth as it is revealed,
and fecI that we are safely sound in the Iaith when we feel to be
comfortably circumscribed by their metes and bound". IE we find
ourselves in accord with the purporf of these expressions, then we
may claim their oom pi lar's as our father". Bnt if, after a careful
examination of ourselves as to what we believe and how we undf'l' 
stand the scriptures, we are not fundamentally in accord with them
in this or that, just in so much are we not of them, and not, worthy

..



the name we bear as from them.
Our fathers believed salvation to be by grace unto which the

children of God were chosen according to the election of grace; and
to which they were redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and to
which they were prodest inated according to the purpose of Him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will, that they
rnig ht be holy and without blame before him in love. That the
purpose, will and pleasure of the Father are yea and amen in his
Son Jesus Christ, whom he hath appotnted heir of all things, in
whom it pleased tbe Father that all Iulness should dwell, and to
whom he gave all power in heaven and in eart h. 'I'hat there is no
power but of God; that the powers that be a re ordained of him;
that having all rule. authority and power, all dominion, majesty
and might, he formulated his will, purpose and pleasure, with re
spect to revelation and effects of his grace before the worl d began.
And that in the ful ness of time these things were brought to tile
knowledge of the heirs of promise, through the quickening power
of the Spirit, by which they are led into all truth, and are thereby
manifested as the sons of God. 'I'hat in this quickening they are
raised up from a state of death in . in, ann arc brought into a state
of life in Christ, and are set for-th as the workmanship of God, ere
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works which God before ordained
that they should walk in them.

While they believed that salvation i;;; by grace, not of works,
as by the law, yet they believed that as an effect of salvation by
grace, to which the elect are chosen, and of the obedience of Jesus
Christ, to which the chosen are p!ected. there is an obedience 111

the gospel of grace consistent with the gospel of salvat ion
by grace, in which and by virtue of which, those to whom sal
vation has been brought by the grace uf God, and who have
been taught by it to Jive sober-ly , rig-htool1sly and godly in this
-present world, should be careful to maintain good works, 'I'hese
things our fathers believed and constantly affirmed, and so we be
lieve and would affirm, And we commend them nnto you ann to
the household of faith everywhere, as things which tend to edifica
tion and make for peace. None can and do know most surely the



P. G. LESTER, Mod.

-------- ---- -

effect of grace but those who are saved by it, and the gr. ce which
brings sal vation to them shows them how to so live as to demonstrate
thereby the fact of sal vation by grace and th us show forth the praise
of Him who has called them out of durkuess into his marvelous light
To whom be glory by Jesus Christ in all the churches of the saints.

Amen.
We are made g lad by the coming of your messengers and your

messages of fellowship and love and as long as you can have for
us that charity which hides the unworthiness of our sinful nature
we hope to visit with you in your solr-tnu assemblies and to have
you sit in ours. For peace and enlargement, of our beloved Zion

let ever pray:

F. P. BRAI'SCOM E. Clerk.
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