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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

NINETY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

ELK RIVER ASSOCIATION 
OF PRIMITIVE BAPTIS 'rS. 

Held with the Church at Mt, Moriah, Lincoln County, Tenn., on Friday 
Before the Second Sunday in September, 1902, and two Days 

Following. 

The introductory sermon was delivered hy Elder W. T. Fergason. Text 
Romans v: 20. "Moreover, the law entered that the offense might abound, 
etc. 

After which the Messengers from the Uhurches met and were called to 
order by the Moderator. Singing. Prayer by Elder Wm. Johnson. The let-
ters from the Churches were called for, and presented by their Messengers. 

Letters read and Messengers invited to seats. The Letters showed tbe 
state of tbe Churches as exhibited in the table. 

The Association organized by choosing li:lder J. E. Frost, Moderator; El-
der W. A. Cashion, Clerk, and Elder H. C. Hogan, Assistant Clerk. 

r.rhe Association then proceeded to business as follows: 
1. Read the rules of decorum. 
2. Called for Petitionary Letters. None. 
3. Called for Corresponding Letters from Associations with whom we cor-

respond, with the following result: 
1. Flint River-Messengers, Elders J. W. Bragg. Wm. Johnson and 

"\V. M. Hunter with letter and Minutes. 
t. Cumberland-Messengers, Elders Ii_,. M. White, and T. J. Taylor. Bro. 

J. C. Taylor with Letter and Minutes. 
3. Mud Creek-Messenger, Elder W. L. H.:II'per with Letter and Min-

utes. 
4. Sequachee Valley-Messenger, Bro. J.C. Raulston, with Letter and 

Minutes. 
5. Round Lick-Messenger, Elder D. Phillips, with Letter and Minutes. 
6. Collins River-Messenger, Elder D. H. Cordell, with Letter and Min-

utes. 
7. Fountain Creek-Messenger, Bro. ,Joel Dodd, with Letter and Min-

utes. 
All corresponding brethren invited to seats. 
On motion of Elder H. 0. Hogan the Association extenderl to all minis-

ters and b1·ethren, who were not Messengers, a hearty welcome and Christian 
greeting, and invited them to seats with us as guests. Elder .J. H. Fisher, 
of Texas; Elder Archie Brown, of Indiana, and Elder H. F. Ag-ee, or 'l'ennes-
see: were present. 

COMMITTEES. 
Appointed Bro's G. w.ri-'bompson, R. II. Stephens, and R. M. Koonce, to-

gether with tbe Moderator and Clerk, a committee to arrange the order of 
business for Saturday. 



Appointed the Ulerl( and his assbtant, a committee on correspondence. 
00 motion the Association agreed to elect, by ballot, the preachers to 

prcacl1 on Saturday, which resulted as follows: Elders D. 1:'llillips, Wm. Jt,hn-
son and A. J. Willis. On motion of W R.. Fields the Association requested the Moderator to 
appoint 1Jreacllers to preach Friday night. Elden; W. L. Harper and W. M. 
Hunter to preach at tile church house, and Elders Archie Brown and T. 1. 
Pettus to preach at Boonville. On motion the A:,sociation adjourned to meet Saturday at \J:00 o'clocl,, 
a. m. Prayerhy Elder IT. F. Agee. 

SATURDAY. 
'rhe ,\,;sociation rnet according to adjournment. Prayer by Elder T. I 

Pettus. TIie A~~ociation proceeded to business as follows: 
1. Called tile roll. A quorum present. 2. Called Committee on arrangements who made the following report: 

•·We, your committee on arrangements, report tlle order of business as laid 
down iu our former Minutes.'' Report received and committee discbarged. 

3. Called on Committee on Correspondence to maim their report, wllo re-
ported letters of correspondence tu t,he following Associat,ions: Report re-
ceived and commiLtce discharged. l. Flint River-Me,:;sengers, Elders J. E Frost, W.A.Oashion. and W. T. 
Fergason, and Bro. R. II. Stephens, at Kelley's Ureek, Lincom Cot'.nty, Ten-
ne~see; colllmenci ng on Friday before the tlr~t Sunday in October, 1902. 

2. Curnberland--I'.l'lessengers, Elder J. E Frost, and Bros. W.R. Fields, 
I [ W. Clari;:, J. W. Hale aucl .r. G. fi'rost, ,LL Wilson's Ureek. Williamson Coun-
1 y, '!'enne,,-,ee: commencing on Saturday before the rourtb Sunday in Septem-

ber, l!:l02. :3. Mud Ureek--i\lcs:senger"', Elder W. A. C,Lshion and Bro. G. W. 
'l'Jiompson, a\, Bet,hel, Madi,-on County, Alabama: commencing on Friday be-
fore tl1e fourt,11 Sunday in Sept.ember, 1902. -l. Sequachee Valley -'.\Iessengers. Elders .J.E. Frost,, and W. T. l!'erga-
son, and Bros. W. H,. l<'ields, 11. W. Clark, ,J. N. Dunaway and ,James Cunnin![· 
11am, at Sweeten·" Ool'e, Marion County, •rennes;;ee: cr,mmeucing on Friday 
het'ore the t,hi1cl Suuday in Augu~t., 190:l. :"i. Hound Lick-Messengers. Elder J. G. Woodlin, and Bros. W. R. Fields 
ancl n. W. Clar,, ,Lt l:friendsllip, Smith County, Tennessee, ten mile~ of Car-
t,ltal;(e; commenciug nn Saturday before the tirst Suuday in September, Hl03. 

u. Collin's River-Messengers, Elder,, W. T. l1'cn1;a,-on and .J.E. l<'rost, 
and Bros. W. R. Fields ancl 11. W. Clark, at. Ylt. Oak. Grundy County, Teu-
nc~see, t.wo miles ea,-;t of Trac) Uity: commencing on Friday before tl,e fourth 
Sunday iu August. 1903. i. f<'ountain Creek-:\iessenger;;, l~lder J. E. B'ro~t, and Bro,,;. J. U. 
Wheeler and .J. G. l<'rost, Uuit,y. Giles County. 'rennes;;ee: Cornrncncing ou 
l<'riday before the firl-'t Sunday in SeptemlJer, HJ03 

SECTIONAL MEETINGS. 
Jst Sect,iou-Tu lJe lleld with tile Otwrcll at Elk River, Friday berore tile 

I1r~t Sunday iu May, 1903: Bro. W. R. Uhilton and IJ:lder W. A. Cashion tu at-

tend. 2rd Sectio11-'ro to be held with the Church at Arbor, Moore County, 
'fennes:;ee, Friday before the tirst Sunday in J 1903: Elders J. E Frost 
and w. T. Fergason, and l::lro. 'r. W. Watkins to attend. 

:1rd Section-To be held wiLh the Ol1u1ch at Union, 1''riday l)efore tl1c 
fourth Sunday in May, l!l0~: E:rlerR .J. E Frost and W. A. Ca,-;h ion to atteud. 

-ltlI Section--To be held with the Uhurcl1 at, Mt. Olivet, l<'riclay before 
r,lle flft.h Sunday in May, 190H: Elder J. K Frost to at tend. 

[:{) 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 
Appointed W. R. Fields and J H •. who reported· received fro th • • Landess, a Committee 00 :w 

rint,ing and distributing CT1esce ~l~~l~~hes ~is year, $~0 00, to pay /-~:
0i:~ 

c iscliarged. s. eport received and Cornrnitt,ee 
Requeste9 Elder .J.E. l<'rost LO rea • Elder II. 0. I10gan, in case of failur~ ch the next rntroductory sermon and 
_APD?lnted the Ulerk to SU eri~ ' ' ' copies uf these Minutes. Re~enRn !eo d ~he pnnt1ng and distributio 750 

'J~ b~ all(!wed the rernaioi ng funds Tol~~ ,c~pies tor COI'l'espondents and 'hat 
a1st,nbutrng the Minutes for 11. . . Is ands after paying for p/intio • d 

On motion of G N Cl . 1s services. g an 
tion, r~icles of l!'al th; R~~~:o~nri'h,e ?ler~ was ordered to have the Constitu-
As~~c1at10n printed in the M1· t eco1 um and Government of the Elk R" 

l'lie 1, "oc· t· nu es. 1ver 
,:s~ ia 100 elected the 1' 11 • Fisher, Archie Brown and J. w. ir~w;og Elders to preach on Sunday: J. TI. 

. , On mottoo th~ Association exteo~f • • its t~~nks for their kind hospitality di~i t~ iie breth_ren, sisters and friends 
,mutes read and approved n., e meeting of the Association 

The Association adjourned· • • 
ucir Decherd, Franklin Count/~r~iit ~1tt tld1e Church at Wagners Creek 
w, eptember, 1903. ' ·• n •ri ay before the second s d·.' 

Prayer by Elder J H F' ·h un ay 
S' ' • IS er rgoed by order of the Associitioo. 

W · A. CA~HION, Clerk. J. E • .l<'ROST, Moderator. 
H. O. HOGAN, Assistant Clerk. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE ORIG! N 
-OF THE-

El~ 1'iver f\ssoeiatioI) of Baptists. 
Formed the 20th ofi August, 1808. 

On the 10 day of October, 1806, Bro. George Fuster settled on the head of 
Elk River, from the State of Kentucky, aad it pleased the Lord to enable him 
to collect a few Brethren and Sisters together, who were constituted a Church 
by the name of Hopewell, in the month of May, 180i. ln the fall of the same 
year, Bethel Church, on t,he souLll fork of Duck river, was const,it,uted by 
John Davis, James Walker acd George Foster, and shl'rtly afterwards, Beth-
lehem Clrnrch, by the same miuisters, and on the 27th day of March, 1808, the 
Builiug !fork Church was constituted by Elders John Davis, lsaitc Reed and 
Geurge Foster. wllich Churches, with tile Elk Ri\'er Cllurch, met toiether by 
tlleir delegates at Hopewell meeting house on the 19th day of Aul{ust, 180 , 
and after Di vine service. the aforesaid delegates having produr:ed their au-
tllori ty from their respective Churclles, took seats and their names were en-
rolled a,i follows: From Bethlehem Church, David Adams and Aaron•Gage. 
from Bethel, Thomas Crawford and James Walker. lfrom Elk Ri,•er, Ueorge 
b,oster and William Gotcher. From Boiling .!fork, John Davis and Henry 
R,ussel I. li:lder Da virl Adams was choseu Moderator, and Bro. Geor,ie l<'oster, 
l'lerk. Bros John Adams, nutton Sweeten, John Lane and Elders John Reed 
a,111 Isaac Reed. were invited to seats with us. Then proceeded to appoint 
l~lders James Walker, Thomas Crawford and Aaron Gage, wit!J the Moderator 
aud Clerk, as a committee to arrange the business of the present conference, 
aud adjourned till Saturday, 10 o'clock. 

SA'l'URDA Y, 10 o'clock-Met, .i.nd after invo1dog the Divine hlcssiul,( 011 
our attempts, proceeded to business. 

Jst. Hrotber William Keel invited to a scat. 
2d. Elder John Reed appointed to preacll to the people. 
3d. The arrangement called for. Read and recei \'ed. 
-Hh. Agreed, as we hope, in the rear or the Lord, to uuite and form an 

As-;ociation to be known by the name or "The Elk River Association.'' on tile 
following principles, in token of wllich we ~ave each other the right llaud of 
fellows II i p, naruely: 

1st. We believe in one only true and living God, aud that, there are a 
'rriuity o! l:'ersoos in the Uodhead, t-he Father, Son and Holy Ghost, aud yet 
that there are not three God~. hut one only. 

2d. We believe that the Sr.riptures of the Old and New 'restamcnts are 
the word 11f God, and the only rule of faith anti practice. 

3d. We believe in the f'all of Adam, and by his traosgressi:111 all Iii~ pus-
teriLy fell and we1e made sinne1s We uelieve in the CNruption of huruan 
nature, and in the iinpntency of man to recol'er himself by his owu free will 
and a,bility. 

4th. We believe that sinner;;, are justitled in the sil(ht or Uod only by the 
Ril{hteousne~s of Christ, imputed to them, and that good works arl' tile rrnits 
or faith, and follow after justi t1cation, and are evidences of our gracious state. 

iith. We believe that the Saint-. shall persevere in grace and nflt u11e or 
them shal I be ti ual I y loo:t. 

(ith. We believe that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and a gen-
eral or unh·ersal jud.ime1,t, and t,hat the happiness or the righteous and the 
punishment or the wicked will he eternal. 

ith. We belie\'e that the \'isi!Jlc Uhurch of UhrisL is a con!{rcgation of' 
raithi'ul nw11 .ind womrn. whfl har<' obtained t'cllow,;hip with Pach nthN, and 
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ha~egive1~ themselves to the Lord d . . • 
a Godly d1sciplir:ie according to the '~~~ttc1, 1y1.v111g agreed to keep up 

8th. We believe that Jesus Christ is h . ospe. 
that the government thereof is with the ~ode g1eat head of the Church, and 

9th. We believe that water baptism and El L • 
or the Gospel, and to bE-continued till his 'a ord:s supper are ordinances 

10th. _we believe that true belie\' . secon comrng. 
and that immersion is 1 he ouly go-pet·' ~e th e only flt subjects or Baptism 

llh. We believe that none but re" ~o 1 e. • ' 
commune at the Lord's table ' ,,u ar y baptised members have a right to 

12th. We believe that th~ L d' d 
ror the worship or God, and th~~ ~"o ay ought to be observed, and set apart 
transacted thereon-works of piety m work odr world)y business ought to be ' ercy an necessity, only excepted. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 
1st. The Association shall be op d cl 

b 2d. A Moderator and Clerk sbalf~! i1~os~~os~d wlitb prayer. 
ers present. Y t 1e suffrage of the mem-

~d. t?nly one person shall be allowed t . . . 
anrl add1e~s the Moderator when he i" boot cpeak at a time, wlm shall rise 

Hh. '.rhe per;;nn thus speakin s1/\~ ng to speak. 
any except the Moderator, till hefsd~ne sp~a~~ rnterrupted in t1is speech by 

5th He shall strictly ad!Jere to tl.J b' mg. • 
person ~ho spoke before. so as to makee su !ect, anrl i_o no_ wise reflect on the 
perfcctl(lns, but shall fairly state the de~ar~s on his slips, railiugs and im-
10 convey ,his light or ideas. se an matter as fairly as Ile cao,so as 
.. t~ th • ~o person shall abruptly break off or cia 100 without leave absent h1mself from the Asso-
. i th • No person shall rise and speak without leave from tl:e Association. more than three times to a subject 

Sth. No person shall have lib t r 1 • public speech. er Y O aughmg or whispering in time of a 
aLio~tl1. No appellation but that of "Brother" shall be u~e"' • . · - " 1 o t,be A ssoc1-

. . 10th . 'rhe Moderator shall not in terru . • 
~1b_1tkhim from speaking till he gives hift1tc!?t membler i11 hi~ speech or pro-

rea s the rules or thi • decorum. • " 1 on tie suhJect, except lie 
lltb. The names of the several b • 

rolle1 by ~be Clerk, and called over~!~rt!~s ~J this As·oc.i:1t_ion shall be en-
. Lth. The Moderator shall be entiLled t a. th~ Assoc1_a~J011 may require. 
f{~t1t~iecr•?1t~mbber, provided.the chair be u1fe~himsi~1~11prh1v~lege or speech as 

1 · 0 ~a ion e equally divided. ' a,e no vote unless 
1 . 3t!:J. rhat any member who shall willio J d k • 

t, iesc rulei- ~hall be reproved as the A . /!Yan now1ngly break any or 
14t.h. Resoh·ed at theCou~t; L' ssociat1~rn may think flt. 

that al_l motions made and seco11ded1b: a~:etdn~ ho.use, in September. 1828 
er motion be lllade till the first he dispo,-el~vi~l/o in order. and that no oth: 

• 
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PLAN OR FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
OF TITE 

ELK RIVER ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS. 
F'rom ii. long series or experience, we, the Churches or Jesus Christ, being 

rrgularly baptised upon the profession of our faith in Christ, are convinced or 
t,he nece~~ity of a combination of Cburches in order to perpetuate a union aucl 
communion among us, and preserve and rodiotain a corre pondeuce with each-
in our union. we therefore propose to maintain and keep the orders and rulei; 
of an J\ssocian according to tile following plan or form of government. 

ARTICLEs.-The Association shall be composed of members chosen from 
t,hedifferentchurches in our union,aud duly sent to represent them in the As-
sociation. who ,liall he members whom they judge best, qualified for that pur-
pose, and on pr,irluci ng letters from their respective churche,1 1 certi t".yi ni.r 
Lhei r appointment shall be en ti tied to a seat. 

2nd. In the letters from the different churches in our onion shall be ex-
pres,ed t,heir numbers in full fellowship, those baptised, received hy letLer, 
di~missed. excommunicated and dead since the last Association. 

:!rd. The member,; thus chosen and convened !<hall have no power to Lore• 
it fl\'er Goers heritage, nor shall they have any clerical power over the churches 
nor shall they impugn any of the internal rights of any church in the union. 

-Ith. The Assnciatiqn, \vhen con rnned sha;1 be governed and ruled by a 
regular and proper decorum 

5th. ·.r11e Association sllall have a Moderator and Clerk, wbo shall he 
by the suffrage of members present. 

tit 11. NPw churches may be admi ttecl into the union who shall peti Lion by 
Int Pr anc'l clf'legates, and upon examinat,ion if ronnd orthodux and orderly, 
shall l.,e received by tlll~ Association. and manifested by the ~foderator givinl,! 
Lile delegates the right hand of fellowship. 

7th . .l!;,•ery church in the union shall be entitled to representation in the 
A ssociatinn 

8th. Nri query shall come into the Association without first being debatC'cl 
in the church trom whence it came, when if it still reruains a difficulty wit,h 
Lhe church. it shall be received by the _\ssociation. .Such queries excepted 
which concern our union. 

9th. Every motion made and seconded shall come under considerat,ion or 
the Association. except it be withdrawn by the member who made it. 

10th. The Association will endeavor to rurnish thC' churches with the min-
utes of the Association, bein 15 furnish tel money by the churche,; for that pur-
pose. 

llll1. The minutes of the Association shat! be read aad corrected if ncecl 
be, and signerl by the Moderator itnd Clerk before the Associacion rises. 

12th. Amendments to this plan or form of government may be macle a 
any time by a majority of the union, when they deem it necessary. 

13. •.r11e Association ,;hall have power: First, to pruvide for the general 
union of the churches: 2nd, to p1eserl'e inviolable, a chain of corr,municatior 
amongst the churches: 3rd, to girn t,he churches advice in dit'licult cases: -Ith 
to inquire into the cause why churches fail to represent Lhemselvei; at all\ 
time in the Association; 5th, tu appoint aay member or members, by aucl witi 
his or their consent, to transact any business which they may see necessary 
Uth, the Association slrnll ham power to withclraw from any chnrch in t,hi. 
union which shall violate Lhe rules of this Association, or deviate from th 
orthodox principles of Relil.!iou: 7th, and to admit any or the distant bretl1 
ren in the ministry as assistants, if present at the time of t,heir f:ittin,.,whon 
they shall judge necessary: Rth. the As>'ociation shall have power to acljour 
to ~ncl~ future t.ime anr! pia<'C' a-. r,lwy may t.hink most convenirnt t,o ti, 
churches in the nnion. 
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ORDER OF PREACHING. 
b'riday.-Elds, 'r. I. Pettus, Archie Brown and J. H. Fisher. 
Saturday--Elds. D. Phillips, W. M. Johnson and A. J. Willis. 
Sunday. Elds .. T. W. Bragg, Archie Brown. and J. H. Fisher. 'rhe i,:reach-

ing was all done to the honor or God and to the comfort of God's people. 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ORDAINED MINISTERS, 
Elder .J. E. Fro t, Shelbyville, Bedford Uounty, Tenne ·.:ee. 

B. A. McLain, Fosterville, Rutherford County, 'rennessee. 
W. A. Cashion, Huntland, Franklin Uounty, 'rennessee. 

" John Owens, Lois, Moore connt.y, Tennessee. 
" W. T. Furgason, Bellville, Lincoln Coun;,y, 'rennessee. 
•· R.H. Bridges, Carders', Lincoln county, Tennessee. 
" H. C. Hogan, Petersburi.:, Lincoln county, Tennessee. 

J. G. Woodfin, South Pittsburg, Marion county, Tennessee. 

LICENTIATES. 
J. W. Spencer, Lynchburg, Moore conn Ly, Tennessee. 
\V. H. Uhilton. Wartrace, Bedford county, Tennessee. 
J. N. Dunaw;iy, Prairie Piains, Coffee county, •rennessee. 
'1'. W. Watldns, Flat Creel{, Bedford county, Tennessee. 

CLERKS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES. 
Elk River.-,l. R. Brnmblett, Pelham. 'rennessee. 
Wagoner's Creek.-J K. Champion, Decherd, Tennessee. 
Bean's Creek-G. W. Thompson. Maxwell. " 
Shiloh-George Syler, Smithland, " 
!<'lat Creek.-.J. G. Frost, Shelbyville, 
Bethel- --- ----. " 
Arbor-Mac!{ Edgmon, Fuga, " 
New Hope-H. P. Osborne, Fairfield. 
nethlehem-D. A. Kimbro. Haley, 
Union-.J. P. Hale, Christiana, 
:vlt. Pisgah-'r. A. Sykes, Poplin's X Road·s, 
~'lt. l\1nririh-R .. I. Small, ti1ulberry, 
Concord- W. J. Lande-~, Rell vi I le, 
Buclrnye-1. B. Whitaker, Fayetteville, 
Uorders' X Roadf--R. E. Koonce, Renegar, 
Ml. l)live1-J. n. Lamlc;-~, Pe1er,;hur1-1. 
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