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MINUTES.

SATURDAY MorxixG, October 11th, 1873,

Ist. The lntroductory Sermon was preached by Elder T, K.
Pursley. from the st ver. of the 55th chap. of Isaiah, ** Who hath
believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed.”

2d. After an hour's intermission, the delegates of the churches
assembled in the house, and the Association opened in order. Prayer
by Elder J. W, Parker.

3d. Received and rend letters from the different ehurches and
minuted their estate,

ith. Re-elected Elder I. R. 'Peat. Moderator, and J. M. Woodall.
Clerk.

Oth. Appointed the following Committees, viz: On business to
come before the body—RKlders J. Everctt, K. Nowell and J. Irwin.
On Preaching—Elder W. Hubbard and brethren J. Colman, W,
Fineh, 1. .J, Bland, J. Hatheock. To examine corresponding min-
utes— Elders T, K. Pursley, J.J. Davis.

Gth. Invited Ministers of our faith and order to scats with us.

Tth  Called for Correspondence from sister Associations, nnd re
ceived from the Choetawhatehie letter and minutes, by the hands
of her Messengers, Elders J. W. Parker, A, Pellom, brethren .J.
Culpepper, D. H. Pellum, M. Chancey, W, Deshizo.  Ocklocknee—
No Letter or Messengers, Upatoie—No Letter or Messengers,
Kcheconnee—Received letters and minates by the hand of her
Messcoger, Klder J F. Sikes, Union—Received Letter and Min.

utes by the hands of' her Messengers, Elders A. Parish, E. J. Wil
' liams and Bro. J. J. Mathews,
Sth. Adjourned until 9 olelock, Monday morning, Prayer by

Elder .J. ¥, Rivies.

MoxvAay MorNiNa, October 13th, 1873,

th. Met according to adjournment, * Prayer by Elder W, Rog—
ers.
10th. Called for the Report of the Committee appointed to ar-
range the business to come before the body. The same was read
and adopted.

11th, Called the roll and read the decorun.

1 12th. Called for further correspondence and roccived from Ben-

]
)

lah letter and minutes by the hand of her messenger, Klder 1., B.
Porter.

13th, Called for Petitionary Churches,

lith. Appointed BElder J. Hverett, P.T. York o write corres-
| ponding letter.
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I15th. (‘alled for the Report of the (ommittee appointed to ex- |
P P¥

amine corresponding minutes. They report they find nothing claim-
ing the attentton of this body.

LGth. Called for the Circalar letter that was prepared by Elder
J.J. Dayis. The same was read, roceived and adopte 1.

17th. Appointed Elder J. Everett to preach the next Introduc-
tory Sermon, aud _Elders [. R, Teat, W. Hubbard, his alternates,
and appoint+d Klder W. Hubbard to write the Civeular lotter,

18th, Returned Correspondence to Sister Assoeiations: To the
["patoie to eonvene with the church at Bluff Spring, Maeon county,
(ia., commencing on Tuesday before the second Sunday in Septom-

ber, 1874—Eldors J, Kvevett, W, Hubbard, 1. Nowell, I, & Teat.

T. K. Pursley, J. M. Woodall, brethren W. Richardson. N. Bar-
wick, W, P, Fineh, J. . Bozeman, H, H, Bell, P. L. York. Ock- [ |

locknee, to eonvene with the ehurch at Harmony, Brooks county,
(ta,, on Saturday before the fourth Sunday inst.—Elders J. .J.
Davis, W. Hnbbard, T. K. Pursley, E. P, Blackshear, J. Kverett,
Choctawhatohie, to convene with the chureh at Mt. Kuon. six
wilos noveh enst of Clayton, Dale Conuty, Ala., on Saturday before
the fourth Suaday in September, 1874—EKlders, 1. R. Teat, K.
Nowel, T. K. Parsley, 1. T.. York, brothern W, Hevsey, H. J.
Bland, B. €. You, A, P. Cowart, B. W. Garrete, J, Tewin, J. Turoer,
H. . Bell.  KEeheconnee, to convene with the church at Sulem,
Crawford eounty, four miles east of Kwoxville, on Satorday before
the third Sunday in Septewber, 1874—Flders J. Kverett, 1. R
Toat and brother J. W, Love. Union, to convene with the church
at Friendship, Lowndes (?nunty,ﬂu.. twelve miles north of Valdosta,
saturday belove the third ﬂllll(l.ly in October, 1574 Elders J. Ky
crett, W, Hubbard. Beniah. A labama. Saturday before the third
Sunday in September; 1874—Hlders W, Hubbard, T. I. Pursley.
P'alaski, to convene with the charch at Faithfal Hope, on Satur.
day befors the first Sunday in October, 187 4—Elder T. K. Pars-
ley, brethren N. Barwick, J. I Bozewan,

19th, Called for the Corresponding Letter; the same ‘was read,
received and adopted,

20th. Appoioted Unien Meetings as follows : Third District, at
Hepphziba, Randolph county, on the fifth Sunday in March, 1874,
Second Distriet, at Providence. Suwnter County, commenecing on
Friday before the seeond Sunday in July, 1874 First District, at
Poplar Springs, Webster Couaty, commencing on Friday before the
fifth Sunday in August, 1874,

21st. Noticed the request of somas of the Chnrches in regard to
the changiog of the time of the weeting of the Association,  After
somo consideration it was agreed that the Association should con-
tinne to maoet as ])1')".‘1()“!!\‘,

22d, Called for contributiong and rveecsived from the churches
$41 50 ; and from the brethren, 82 50 fur Minutes: and 860 50

{or Correspondence.
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23d. Agreed to have 1000 copies of these Minutes printed and
allow the Clerk $25 00 for his services.

24th. Appointed the next session of this body to convene with
the church at New Bethel, Marion county, Ga., eight miles west of
Buena Vista, near Pineville, commencing on Saturday before the
second Sunday in October, 1874,

25th. Resd the Minutes and adjourned to time and place above

mentioned, Prayer by the Moderator.
[. R. TEAT, Moderator.

J. M. Woopary, Clerk.

The order of Preaching during the Meeting: Saturday Morn
ing, Elder T. K. Pursley; Saturday evening, Elders A. Pellow
and W. Rogers; Sunday morning, Elders E. Williams and L. B.
Porter; Sunday evening, Elders J. F. Qikes and J. W. Parker;
Monday worning, Elders A. Parish and A. Pelluni; Monday eve-
ning, Elder W. Rogers.

Corresponding Letter.

The Harmony Primitive Baptist Association to her sistgr Associa-
tions with whom she corresponds, sends Christinn love and res-
pect :

Dear Brerungy : Through the mercy of an All-wise God we
have been permitted to hold another session of our body. Our
representation is nearly full, and peaco and harmeny seows to pre
vail.  Our corvespondence is tolerable full and our hearts have been
made to rejoice with there messages of love.  Our next session will
bo held with the church at New Bethel, near Pineville, Marion co.,

| G, commencing on Saturday belore the second Sunday in October,

1874, when and where we hope to meet o goodly pumber of your

correspondence in love and fellowship

1. R. TEAT, Moderator.
J. M. Woonanl., (MNerk.
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{ Cliroular Isotter.
| The Harmony Primitive Baptist Association, in her Annual Session, the
Thirty-Fifth, held with Pataula Chureh, October 11th, 12th and 18th,
1874,
To the Churches and Members of which it is composed, sendeth Greeling :
Dsgar Brernmes: In presenting you our Annual Cireular, our object
is, to stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance, that you may be
mindful of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ and His holy Apostles and
Prophets, because these words are life and light, and by keeping them,
we have great reward in the dommon salvation, and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost. And now lest we be misunderstood, we will endeavor to
show what is meant by the term common salvation in Servipture language.
Judge says, “ When 1 give all piniaeNor to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you, that
ye should earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints,
for there are certain men orept in unawares, who were before of old, or-
du'ned to this condemnation, ungodly men,” &e., &e.  And after deserib-
ing them at length, comes to the common salvation in these words, * But
ye beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the
Hily Ghost to keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life,” Thus Judge speaks of the
common salvation. Salvation is deliverance. Our Savior says ¢Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, nnd ye
shall find rest to your souls. TPaul to Timothy says “Take heed unto thy-
self and unto the dootrine, continue in them, for in doing this, thon shalt
both suve thyself and them that hear thee. Paul to the Romans 12, 1st
and 2d, and 2d Peter, 1st, 5, 6, 7 and Sth verses, refers to this common
wnlyation, which Paul exhorts us to work out with fear and trembling, for
God works in us, to will and to do of his own good pleasure. This is a
great salvatiou, because God works in us both to wirt and to vo of his
good pleasure, This salvation delivers from blindness and darkness—2d
Peter, 1st., b, 6, 7, 8th, 1i delivers from doubts and fears ag to what is
that good and rerl\-ct will of God—Rom. 12, 1st ana 2d. It delivers
from error and delusion, It gives rest to the soul; it keeps the believer
in the love of God. Then, brethren, how may we expect to, or how shall
we escnpe il we noglect so great salvation? It is called yours, the believ
er's salvation, it is common because every believer is under the law to
Christ, which is the perfect law of liberty, the believers ave the budy of
Christ, and members in |mrlivulm'. therefore each member nccording to
the gift of grace and measure of faith, has part or parts to work out, as it
is a salyation of ebedience, each one standing in his proper place, should
have that sympathy and love for one another that members of the body do
naturally, yoa doubly more so it possible: Then lo the Elders we say,
stand in your plage and take heed to our Savior's tender rebuke to Peter,
when he says, in evidence of his professed love for him, © Feed my lambs,
foed my pheep.” Hear, also, Peter exhorting the Elders, he says, ¢ Feed
the flock of God which is AyoNG vou, taking the oversight thereof, not by
constraint, but willingly, not for flithy Inere, but of a ready mind, neither
as being lords over (lod's heritage, but heing ensamples to the flock.”
He spoaks heve plain and pointed, and doubtless every Elder should pou-
der it well, and make it « standing guide to feed the flock of God, healthy
and pure and suitable food must he given to the lnmbs or babes, in Christ,
the gincare milk of the Word is applicable, but to those of full age, strong
mont is to be given. The great Shepherd, whose the sheep are, furnisheg
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things present, or things o come, all are yours, autl ye are Christ’s, and
Christ is God's. O, highly favored of the Lord; a peculiarpeople: a chos-
en generation. If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. Ye as
ively stones are built ‘up a spiritual house and ave a lholy and royal
Y wod, to offer up spiritnal sacrifiees acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ, that you should shew forth the praises of Him who hath ealled you
out of darkness into His marvelous light. Most glorions thought to con-
template, that we, asthe apostle says, which in time past, were not 8 peo-
ple, are now the people of God.  Behold, what manner of love is this ! to
be called of God, that we should be to the praise of the glary of Iis grace,
wherein Ho hath made us acvptable in the Beloved and have the right to
bo called the Sons of Glod.  And now, dear brethren, let us remember oar
Heavenly calling, and let us consider and know that God would not have
enjoined us towork out this our salvation but for Iis glory and our good,
for He will not withhold any good thing from them who love and serve
Him, and let us remember, too, that this is to be done in fear and tremb-
ling, which ghows weo caunot work out this salvation, while we walk or
live ufter the flesh; hecause the spivit of the flesh that dwells in us lusteth
to enwy, and where envy and strife is, there is confusion and every evil
work, therefore, we must work by & correct rule, which is the Seriptures,
given by inspiration of God, so that each onemay bo thoroughly furnished

to every good work, and we need not to expect good to work in us, either
to wfl or to do so long as wo seek to work by any other rale, but we may
foar he will loave us to weep o'er ouf folly, as he did Peter—*“Be not
nshumod of the Gospol of Christ, for it {a the power of God unto (this
common) salvation to every one that believeth.” And new, dear breth-
ren, in ovder that we may bo understood more fully, we will say a few
thil:gn toughing that Ktermul Salvation of which Jesus Christ our Lord is
the sathor—Heb. 6-—9. The hest view we have of the Word Etetnal, is
withgut beginning or end, and wo cen’ think of this only in connection

| withahe Bternal God, and we eannot think of eternal salvation and eter-

nal pedemption, only in eonnection with Jesus Chpist onr Savior and Re-

| deemner. This Eternal Salvation i in the eternsl purpose of God—Eph,

8—11. Secured in the immutable counsel of God, and in conncetion
therewith, is the gift of Eternal life, which was promised before the world
hegan to the heirs of promise, and with the gift of eternal life is interwov-
en the gift of faith in Jesus Christ onr Lord. All this is the work of God,

| and %8 above and independent of, and distinet from any worke of right-
| eonsness which we h.ve done or can do. It is this salvation which David

realized, as cxpressed in the SG6th Psalm, when he says: ¢ 1 will praise
Thee, O, Lord, my God, with all my heart, and ‘I will glorify Thy name
forevermore, for great is Thy mercy toward me,” and * Thou hsst deliver-
ed my soul from the lowest hell.” And again in 11Gth Psalm, * Thou

| hast delivered my soul frem death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet

from falling. . 1 will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. This
Salvation secures all the grace of the spirit whereby God works in us both
to will and to do of his good pleasure, to work out the common salvation,
and it seeures the vesurrection of the body. Therefore, beloved in the
Lord, let us look into the perfect law of liberty and continue therein and
not being forgetful hearers hut doers of the work, that wo may be blest in

| ourdeed. Amen.

Prepared By Eliler J. ). Davis,
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