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MINUTES
Of the Staunton River Distriet Baptist Association
with the Church ai Wount Ararat in the County ofl’
Pitisylvania, Va., € ommencing Friday before the
second Sanday in August, IS76.
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ber next and continue three days, to be attended hy Elders
McDowell and Dodson, with a request that as many minis-
tering brethren from other Associations will join us as can.

6th. The Finance Committee reported $20.60. The Clerk
is ordered to have 300 copies of these Minutes printed and
distributed to the Churches and to the Associations we
correspond with, with the Circular Letter attached.

7th. Our next Association is to be with the Church at
Upper Banister in Pittsylvania county, Va., four miles south
of Chatham, to commence Friday before the 2nd Sunday in
August, 1877. Elder Ellison C. Dodson to preach the In-
troductory sermon and Elder Wm. S. MeDowell his alternate.
The stand was occupied while the Association was going on
by Elders Moore, Bland and Martin on Saturday.

SUNDAY, August 14th,

The service was commenced by Elder R. W. Hill, from
6th chapter, 12th—16th verse of Ist Timothy, “Fight the
good fight of faith,” &('..Hv was followed by Elder J. R‘.' Res-
pess from the book of Ruth, “Now it came Lo pass, &e.,
and the service was closed by Elder P. D. Gould, from 14th
verse of the 6th chapter of Judges, “And the Lord look-
ed upon llilll,” &e.

Waum. 8. McDowerLL, Mod’r.
T/:umr/« ” ”'N/IU//; (‘]t‘l‘l{.

e

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Prar BrerorEN—I was appointed to write a letter for
our next Association, commencing at Mt. Ararat Friday be-
fore the second Sunday in August, 1876. Brethren, the
Seriptures say : “If ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat
the good of the land, but if ye refuse and rebel ye shall be
devoured with the sword, for the mouth of the Lord hath
5poken it.”  Brethren, I think when we join Christ’s Church
the first and the most important of our duty is to try to fol~
l_"“' Jesug through evil as well as good report. I can speak
from experience, that I have been trying to learn to endure
l‘?“"l"l”l)h‘ as a good soldier for Jesus Christ, who is the giver
of every good and perfect g'lf'l_ When we look back at the
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ancient saints that endured s0 much, to Jesuvs “ff‘?."]’e \:\{)l(x):l
tles that as persecuted, hated “.“.‘l cast out d: eni. }g;m ;1,
for those tried servants and faithful, bonds anc 1f ; \, :
awaited them in every city. Abl I \\'(\g!d see J&-.}l.* n (lrnug‘
faltering, never lonking back, never smiling or tl'J()),l\P\\-illlls
world, but epduring unto the end in nl_ralh as Trimu;l; : .
reproach. Ah ! these tried servants of the .an S “1 L“n‘_\
uot learn 1, work out their own su‘lvall()ll with xealx an u}rml-
bling. Again we legrn that it is God that worket v in u:] )u(.l
to will and do of his. own good  pleasure. Again we efun
that they that feared the Lord spake often 1o one mu-.[hm,—
This we should bear inmind, not to neglect assembling our-
selves together and talking about the goodness and nmrc}' of
God. We should not forget thai we are commanded in
the Seriptures not to muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
corn, for the workman is worthy of his meat and lht" labarer
is worthy of his hire. But whoso hath this \\‘nrld.* guods
and seeth his brother have need and shutteth up I“f l?n\\‘rl~
of compassion from him, how d\\u_llelhv }hc love of God in
him? Brethren, I do not believe in hiring men to |n'«juuh_
beeause 1 vead that the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. I cau’t
believe that a true servant of the Lord is for hire. Is it not
our duty to look 1o their needs? I will answer yes, yes. |
I um bound to believe from my own short experience iu the
Ministry that some of our Brothers that have gone before
were neglected, and had to stay away from the house of wor
ship. Ah! Brethren, these things ought not 1o be so. You
wust remember that a Minister must go through the Winter's
cold as well the Summer’s heat.  May God of mercies help
you o think over these thiugs carefully and prayerfully.

We read that the Lord God is a sun and shield, and he will
givegrace and glory : no good thing will he withhold from
them that walk nprightly.  Ah! there is a heav regpunsibil-
ity resting on the traeservants of the Lord. They wust learn
to preach with their feet as well as the tongue, " They must
learn to let your light so shine before men that they may see
your good works and glorify our Father which art in heaven.
Remember that we are commanded to hear ye one anothers’
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. James tells us that
pure religion and undefiled before God, the Father, juthis:
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{0 visit the fatherless and the widows in their afflictions and
to keep himself unspotted from the world, We should not
forget to look after the poor, needy ones of the earth. Also,
to make prayer and supplication for all men that we may
live peaceably in all Godliness and honesty, teaching us that
denying angodliness and worldly lusts we should live sober-
ly, righteously and Godly in this present world. These things
speak and exhort and rebuke, with all authority ; let no man
despise thee.

Brethren, we have been greatly blessed for the last two
years in this part ol the country, as the present Zion seems
to be in a prosperous condition ; nevertheless the foundation
of God standeth sure having this seal, the Lord knoweth
them that are his; and let every one that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity.

For [ am now ready to close this letter : let us try to ficht
the good fight of faith, looking unto Jesus. [ am Alpha
and Omegn, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord.

May heaven's blessings rest upon you.

; Yours Truly,
ELLISON C. DODSON.
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