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PI"{OCEEDINGS
The B et hel P rimitive B ap tist Assoc iation n ow in session wi th the

church at Hopewell, H eard County.. Ga ., Se ptembe r ~, 1922.
After a swe et and comfortin g talk by Bro. J . B. Ayers , of t he New

Hope AssociaHon, Elder W'. P . Merr ell then offer ed prayer and preache d
introductory sermon f rom the f ollowin g t ex t: " 'I'his people have I
formed for myself, they sha ll shew f or t h my prai se. " I saiah 43, 21.

After on e hours in t er mission t he delegate s assembl ed in t he house
and was organized by sing ing and p ra y er by the Moderator, Elder W.
T. Shepherd.

1. Invited vi si ting brethren to seats wi th the b ody.
2. Called fo r and r ead let t ers f r om the diff ere n t churches. On

mot oin brother T. Z. H ead, f rom Hillabnh atch co, wns received without: a
letter.

3. E lected Elder .T. :M. Ba gw ell Clerk by a cclamat ion.
4-. By a mo ti on adop t ed last yea r 's order of business for this ses sion.
5. Call ed f or petiti o-nary chur ches.
6. Appointed the usual comm itteos :
Q", P re ac hing : Brethren R. C. Morr ell, J. T. Bur son, S. J. J a ck ·

son, t oge ther wi th t he dclegflases of t hi s chu rc h Brethren J. T. Denn ey
and J. F . Th ornton.

On Contribution. B rethre n .T. C. Broc k and C. G. Ad am son.
To Writ e Corresponding L et ter. Bro. T. Z. H ea d.
To E xam ine Corre sponding Min u tes: A. J. Adamson, 1f. 11.

Robinson.
7. CaIl ed f or Corr espondence f rom sis te r Associrrt ions :
Yell ow Riv er. N o t iding s.
Mar ietta. N o tidings.
New Ho pe: B rethren J. B . Ayers, P . A. Hatfield, 1.. H. Bur son,

.T. 'V. P ar trige, D. H . Ro gers, W. IT. Rog ers ,A. D. L of tin and T. S.

Copelan d.
Can e Cre ek : Elder F]'. or. P arish and Brother ,V. A . Butler .
On motion adj ourned to 8 :30 Saturday morni ng.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER ~h

M et pu rsuen t to a djourn men t, praye r by Deac on R C. Merrell.
8. R ene wed the invitation of br ethren to seats with the body.
And renewed the invitation f or correspondence.
9. R eturned correspo nd en ce as f'ollows:



'1'0 t h e Yellow R i ver : Which ClJnVcn C8 place and time unknown
Licentiate .T. M. Stephenson, with minutes.

'1'0 tho Marietta: A package of Minutes.
New Hope whi ch eonvencs vwit h Center church ncar Felton on

t he O. R. R. in Haralson, County Ga., st arting on Saturday before
t he 2nd Sunday in Oct. 1922: .T. H . Burson, J. C. Brock, W. Y.
Moore, ::\t. 1\£. ~full oy, C. 111. Denney, R. C. Merrell, 'I'. Z . H ead, .T. 1'1.

St eph en son, W. A. De nney, J. '1'. Burson, C. T. Rogers.
Cline Cr eek : E lders 1\L T. Shephe rd and " c. P. .Mer rel l, Breth· ·

1' ('11 J. C. Brock, W. Y. Moore, M. M. Mulloy, J. H. Burson, S. J.
J ack son, ' V. S. Wh ltl ock and G.]'. Sh epherd.

10. Appointed union m eetings: 1st Di strict having choice of
t ime, 1st Di strict at Tallapoosa, F riday, Sa tur day and 2nd Sunday
in Au gust 1923. 2nd Di s tr ict at Pleasant Grove, Gt h Sunday in

. .August , F'rl day and Saturday bef ore 1923.
11. On motion appoint ed the n ex t session of this body to con

v cn e wi th Tall ap oosa church comm en cin g Friday before the 3rd
Sundn}". in Oct ober 1923. Lo ca tion of Tallapoosa chur ch, 4 m'iles
west of Carrollton on the C. R. R., Carroll County, Ga.

12. Call ed f or r eport of the diff er en t committees and heard
f rom the same.

13. On motion ag re ed to have 400 copies of. these minutes
printed and distributed in the usual wa y, after paying for same, to
r etain balance of minute funds for his ser vices.

H. Read and adopted corresponding letter .
]5. Call ed for n ew bu siness, B eth any church called f or a letter

of dismission, which was granted, also Pleasant Grove asked for a
letter whicl~ was deferred until .ou r next session.

16. On motion, a vote of thanks was extended /t his ChUTCh
and vicini ty for th eir ldnduess and hospitality shown us while in their
midst. Th en sang a hymn and extended the parting hand, this closed
the seventh annual session of our association.

ELDER M. T. SHEPHERD, Moderator.'
ELDER .T. M. BAGWEIJIJ, Clerk.

ORDER OF PREACHlNG.

Friday P . M. Sept. 8, Eld er .I. M. Bagw ell of the bod y .
Saturday A. M', Elder 'I'. J. P arish, of Cane Cre ek Association, f ol

low ed by Licentiate .J. M. Stephenson of the body.
Saturday P . M. Licentiate .J. C. Brock , followed by Elder M. '1'.

Sh epherd, both of the body.
Sunday A. M. Elder J. M. Bagwell, followed by Elder T.•J. P arish

of the Cane Cre ek Association.
Snui1ay P . M. Elder J. M. Bagwell closed by Elder M. T. Shepherd.



ORDAINED MINISTERS
Elder W. P . Mer rell. , Roopville, Ga.
Elder J. M . BagwelL Carroll t on, Ga .

E lde r 1\'1. T. Sheph erd L amar, Ant .

LICENTIATES.
B . VV. Adamson : __ Pit zgerald, Ga.
J'. C. Brock __ :..Ca r rollto n, Ga.
J . 1\'1. Steph en son Ca rrollt on, Ga .

CORRESPONDING LETTER
'I'he Bethel Primitive Baptist Association to her sister Associations

with wh om she corresponds, se ndeth g reetings :
Dear B r ethren :

I n t he L or d this is t o inf or m you t ha t we h a ve held anothe r ses sion
of our body, but was somewhat di sappointed not ge tting a s much M'inis
terial cor responde nts as we w ere expecting, an d w e truly ho p e that ou r
Minister s wil l come t o se e us n ex t y ear, may God di rect yo u t o com e, is

our p ra y er .
ViTe thank and bl ess t he L ord fo r t he sweet messages th a t t he goofl

Lord sent us t his sessio n . Our n ext session will meet w ith 'I'all apoosa
.Church 4 miles west of Ca rrollton, start ing F'r iday b efore t he 3r d Sun day
in October 1923, where we hope to meet many vi si ting B rethren awl
M inist er s, t ill t hen fa rewell and the dear 1... 0 1'(1 bl ess us all , i s our p rayer .

E IJDE R M. T. SHEP HERD, Mod erator.
E TJl fFU? .J. :M. B AGW1<JLL, Cle rk.

A BSTRACT OF PR INC IPLES
1. We be li ev e in onl y one and li ving God, and that t here are three

that bear record in H eaven-th e F ather, the Word, a nd th e H oly Gh ost,
and these three are on e.

2. W e beli ev e that th e Scriptures of t he Old an d New 'I'cstam en ts
are t he word of God, an d the on ly . rule of faith and pra ctice.

3 W e believ e t hat God elec ted or cho se h is p eopl e in Christ b e
fore t he f oundati on of t he world; that they sh ould be holy and witho nt
blam e b ef ore Him in love.

4:. W o b eliev e the doctri nes of original sin , and a Ulan ' s n upo
tency t o recov er hi mself from th e f a llen st a t e h e is in by n a ture, by
hi s own f ree will and abili t y .

5. W e b eliev e th a t si nne rs arc j ust.i ficd in t he s ig ht of God only by
th e imputed ri ghteou sness of J esu s Chr is t .

6. 'We b eli e ve t ha t Gael '8 ele ct shan b e ca lle d effec t ua lly r eg en cra
t ed and sanct ifl ed by the Holy Ghost an d sha ll p er sev ere in grnce a nd
nov el' fall fln a .llv :nY:1:-,



7. We b el ieve t ha t baptism; the Lord -s Supper, and washing the
saint 's f eet a r e ordinances of J'esu s Chr is t, and t hat true be lievers arc
the onl y subjects of these ordinances and t h e true mode of b aptism is

immersi on.
8. W e b elieve in t he r esu rr ecti on of t he dead and a genera l judg

men t and the punishmen t of the wi ck ed will b e everlast in g and the j o:..

of t he righ t eou s will be et er na l.
9. W e b eliev e that 110 minist er has t he righ t to adminis ter th e O J" 

d.inauces onl y su ch as 'a r e ca lled by God, as was Aaron and ca rne und er
t he imposition of th e hands by P resbytery a nd is in f ellowship with tI l'.':

churc h 'of which he is a member.
10 . W e believ e th a t God ha s ordained go od works, that His eh il 

(hen sh ould w al k in th em, and that good wo r ]cs nrc only suc h DB Go.l
co mmu n d .ed in His word a nd not such as witho u t t h e war runt t he reof' ,
ar e devised of men out of bliud zeal, 01' any pret en se of goo d iut. ent.ion z.

D ECORurvI
A r ti clc J. This A sso c iatio n sha ll b e open ed and closed with prayer.
.Ar t . 2. Th e Moderat or shal l in vi t e minist er s a nd members t o se ats.
Art . 3. The Moderato r sha ll have the sa me privileg e of sp eec h wi t h

any oth er member of the b ody, prov ided hi s seat be fill ed, but sh al l ha v e
]10 vote , ex cept t he re b e a t.ie, then h e m nv.

Art. 4. 'I'h e gen era l principl es of order, ns embod ie d in these words,
( I I... et a ll th in gs b e don e decen tly and in order," and II unto edifying, "
win be ex pe cted and r equired of ea ch member, v is i t or or correspondent . _

Art. 5. In harmony with .these general principle s, each brother wh o
speaks on any sub j ect under cons id era t ion by the A ss ociation, will b e
expected to ri se from hi s se at and address t he Moderator, and sh a ll n ot
be interrupted while speak ing, unl ess h e depar ts f r om the sub j ect.

Art. 6. 'I'h e Clerk sh all k eep a r egular record of the proceedings or
ea ch Asso clat ion , by ca ref ull v preser ving a fu l l fil e of th e minutes.

ASSOCIATIONAl. CONSTITUTION
Article 1. It is under stood an d agreed upon by the churches com 

posin g thi s As sociation , t ha t ea ch ch u r ch, if it so ch oose , may send n o:'
mor e t han two brethren wit h a letter certify ing appoin t me n t , the nurn 
b el' baptized during th e preced ing v enr ; r eceived by Jett er ; exc lu ded OJ'

(l end ; a lso t ot al memb er ship.
Art. 2. '!'hat thi s Associ nt.io n shal l be kno wn as th e B ethel Prim j

t i n' Ba pti st Asso ci at.i on .
Art. .~. It is un derst ood th a t no church , on b ecoming a member of

thi s Association , pa r t s with, or surrende rs any of her righ t s, privileg es,
duties or responsibiliti es giv en her by the Great H ead of the church, l'IIHt

mnd c hilH'li n g on her ill t he N'r,Y 'I'cstnmon t.



Aft. -1. It 18 fur ther unders tood that all disciplina ry p ower aud
rights, pertaining to membership or fellowship in the church, belongs ex
clusively to the chur ch or churches and that this Association shall not
assume the rtght to dictate, to advise , nor in any way interfere with t he
internal right of the -churches.

Art. 5. Any church of this As sociation ca n withdraw a t pleasure,
either by letter, or without it; but in either case, it will be expected
that said church first give notice to the Association of h er desire to
withdraw.

Art. 6. Any church m~y be dr opp ed f rom this Ass oelationnl com
pact by request of two or mor e churches; but this, or any other act of
the Association sha ll no t it~elf be regarded as offi cially impairing or
breaking church f ellowship among the churc hes of t his union, n or m ern
h er s of church es. ' Ve regard all ma t t er s touc hng church fe llows hip as
be tonging ex clusi vely to t he church or church es, and r equiring t he ir of
ficla! action to make it valid.

Art. 7. 'I'hi s Association shall not form any alliance, corresponden ce
or r elation with any in stitution, secre t or ot he rwi se, excep t to corres
pond wi th ot he r Primiti ve Baptist Asso cia ti on s, t he churc he s of wh ich
are known to be of t he sa me faith and order wit h t he churc hes of t his

Associaticn.

Art. 8. Churches pcti tt cning for membe rs hip will be adm itted on
giv ing satisfactory evide nce of their b eing the same faith and. order
wif.h P l C churches of this Association.

Art. 9. It shall be the only object of t his Association to meet for
the worship of God, and shall be op ened and closed with prayer and to
receive corresp ondence and to return correspondence with sister As socia
tions of the same faith and order of this Association.

Art. 10. Visiting brethren of the same faith and order with the
churches of t his Association known t o b e in good orderly standing with
their chur ches at hom e, may be in vited t o seat s wi t h the body, and
members of churches of' this body may have their names enr olle d as .c or 
respondents t o other asso ciations, bu t none sh all be .allowed to vo t e

bu t brethren sent by the churches.
Art. 11. Correspond en ce with sister Assoc iatio ns may h e suspended

at t he direction of the body.

Art. 12. Th is As sociation shall have no ot he r articles of f ait h than
t hat which each chu r ch already has.

Art. 13. The pastor of the church wh ere this Asso ciation me ets
sha ll be the moderator of the body. Th e Cle rk shall b e ele cted by the
bod y.

Art. H . Th is As sociat.ion ma y adjourn to any time and place sh e
may think most advisable.
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MESSENGERSCLERKSPASTORSCOUNTY'
and

STATE

OHURCH

(First Dist.)

Bagwell M. N. Todd l!"1ld. J. M. Bagwell, J. C'-Brock I
Bagwell Allen Barnes M. M. Mulloy, J. A. Meigs....
Bagwell N. E. Denney.. T. S. McLendon, R. C. Merrell
Shepherd F. M. Fuller.... P. 1£. Puller, S. J. Jackson .
Bagwell J. E. Burson.. J. T. Burson 1

Carrollton P. B. C. Carroll, Ga Eld. J. M.
Tallapoosa Carroll, Ga. . Eld. J. M.
E mmaus Carroll, Ga Eld. J. M.
Bethany Carroll, Ga. . Eld. M. T.
Bethel Heard, Ga Eld. J. M.

(Sec. Dist.)
Hopewell Heard, Ga Eld, 1'1. T. Shepherd J. C. Bentl ey.. J. T. Denney, J. F . Thornton..
Valley Grovo : Heard, Ga Not Represented .
Canaan Heard, Ga. ' 0' _ Eld. J'. M. Bagwell J. N. Arnett 'I'. A. Barnes, J. 'V. Arnett .
Pleasant Grove Heard, Ga Eld.. M. 1.'. Sh epherd G. A. HO'U5••.• A.•T. Adamson, C. G. Adamson
Hillabahatchee ,Randolph, Ala. No Pastor T. Z. H ead .
Mt. Carmel Randolph, Ala. Eld, M. T. Shepherd J. H . Smit~.=__~!~_!~~_~o~~~.?~!.!~.!!~_~~ith..~:.
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