22 Febmavy 1986

AN UPEN LETTIR 90 THE MREURS AKD COFURIOATIOR OF TRE SuLoE
THACY OLD SUROCL BAFRISY CHUNOX, AND 90 ALL OFERR PRBMITIVE
BArTia¥s TRVCUSHOUR THA LAD

It io my solemn duty %o tell you thet I can -

of the Prisitive Bsptist Chureh. My fellowshiy for you
the alightest by this declsion: sa 2 chureh

you shall ever be in my love and setesm,

think sot uskindiy of me. In =il thinge

of Shrlat. by golng forth fron your church

that mod order will be nuum in Upd's

Bow, as my brethren, you are entitled to kunow my mind in this matter fully.
1 sust sbsolutely emphosize that wy deeision to withdrew fyom the Primitive
Baptist Chureh iv relsted only to the workings of my own gonselence, This
moens precigely thet no Septist minigter, member, or friend, han harmed or
offended we io say way whatsoever. I have mnothing lut the purest affection
and regerd for you.

The discipline, and the right order, of Uod's house, however, demends that
I connot slt with you at the lord's Supper when we do no% ses eye to eye

on the polity of hies Chureh, m i would here stote, *ith the uwtnoet mvﬂy.
thet I hold mow and ever to the WM&M% thet you
éo, vhich doctrine and gompal h :
Chureh since the Reformetion. Into the cowmunion of the lathersn Uhureh ny
econseience hig now directed me, Ap & Imthersn, 1, too, belleve in the ali.
knowing foreknowledge of the bost Nigh dod, the abaolutely finished work of
palvstion for the eleet through Jesus Christ owr lord, effected by Uroce =nd
dra &%‘. without any srepitistion through the worthless works of men.
ﬁzﬁm lieve that men is Sotally sinful and ean do Bz 4o save
hinself. Jesus Christ has done the seving snd has done 1% onee and for all,

This doectrine iv so muth the dootrine of the Frimitive Bopticts thet you may
vonder why I leswve jou., and perhaps, why all Lathersas are not m;wuu
Beptiats, ond vies veres. it i 1) Srd ar. 1 muet

spell out in some detail tho. 4%%%‘3&““% in the
exercice of which, with fesr snd trembiing aud constant preyer, my soul has
been ivpelled to the latherssn fold:







L e Ltwrgy

The iuthersn communion ie liturglenl snd sorchips God with the singing of
choirs, with orgen mueic, and with gymbolic adoymment of the chsneel
the geverel sesgons of the Chureh yesy. Luthersne do wot do thege

for porp or show, or eénything of like nature, Wt sieply that Ged
praleed in His tebernacle. Ve believs thet our ricksst reinment are g
Filthy regs An Bie sight. As the Luthapen servies begine, mu ire
eorgregation ie on its kneeg, confessing thet we ore by ntture sinful snd
unelesn, apd «ith the siniater's words: “...an'nn we fime % "um
infinite merey, secking snd fesloving Thy Grece,.."

The liturzy Lo » mesnn of publiec confessinn whieh we fresly believe ia
without effset unlees i% be stioulsted by the pressmse irn our nidet of
the pediating grace of fod, In Shis Lituryy ! have often felt Hie Very
Frepones. It Lo 25 humbling experience for & sinner's soul,

2. The orsenisation of the chureh

iatheren ehurehes 8re independent republles of beliswers in She wme sebee
that Baptist churehen ave. Ye pghoowledeo no overssere Beyond the individusl
eongresation. A Luthersn Synod, however, is more elosely knit then & Beptiet
Apsocintion. It may have elergy in wverlous voles of service. imtherans give
of thelr time end medns to ewsport the work of the Symed, ss well ss the

loesl congregeatlon, beceuse the Syn-d As bat & farther expression of the
W of Christ,

3. ihe paid slergy

imtheren ministers &re saloried pestors of thelr congregations. Siroe this le
& ehing whieh the song-egations have cseided in thelr free sovsolences, there
s no sepett of coereion An 1%, in thiz world's goods, thet men whe has becomes
By own pastor fe but a poor end simple mis. There cbn be no Goubt that he

hrs thousends of fellow-morkers whose vositions &re mweh the same, lutheren
pinisters sre cslled by the fnpdividusl ¢hmrehes, Just z: Sastiets avre.

4. ihe agsooisted agtivities of the chmrch

fierein ers the nost serious differences in polisy., luthersas heve vigorouse :
and setive unday dohosls, Bizalon Josvds, collagea. and hospitels. They do not
balisve for ss jnatant thet 4o theee bumsa institutionsz, they, ss humens, can
seve snyons., Ood alone, through Jeew: Chriet. does the saving. but from their
viswpolnt, it is desireble %2 have such institutions, whose Jjustificetion i: in
the hope of the Graece of Chrlst, rather then in e0léd seou ariem. I all things,
and in all our deslings with wen, we mould seek %o honor Dur Blessed lord, We
would therefore seek %o sducade our youth, %o minister to ths mon.Christisn,
ts eare for the 111, through the sgeney of echureh institutions, with the fmt
prayer that if %o we give ;‘m-mﬁsm of God's love snd sower, to

e mey syply esivation th is
3 A Nt

is sll power in Heaven end Saprth, sad vhon He







I have told you but some (--wbut the more iportante--) of the dov: stions in
sur outlook., T™he oustoms, the spparatus, the pesscistod sebivitles of the
latheren Church, I scoopt becsuse I find nothing in them whieh demye Christ
or which is dishonoring o Ged. Thie Lu shat ny eruselence telle se. Mo
Frimitive Japtiet cen hold these things smd remeln s Baptiet.

I zoet now confesc weto ysu ny sen grisvrus sise =ofd ghartesmings. Far two

ystre I hive not filled my sicee in gour midet. In zovrew ! sexfess my aselsseness
fo the Baptist chureh., I om wat fit 85 losse thoe lstehst of Jour #5'3le¢, The
lenet swomg you s more Jestified thes 1.

Cur dear lord hee bloesod oven sush ¥ sfsner 52 ms itk o haeger far #ilp word
sad & thiret for ¥is corviee, ¥ith much seiyehing of sowl, in desk pleces and

bo stormy Simes, I hove hed %o =ait fur S Sppslated sy, Tha inees ant gueetion
in sy Beert hee bean; Tell me, € lerd, wither shall 1 tura?

¥y sols in this tempovel world sesps €5 Be thet of & sorksr sish the ihings of
Asture. ..whet we, serhbne with goor Justifisstion, ezl) & “sofant =8.% I Pum with
degire to epvesd ths Gospels But of all mes, | &y the lsest qmelified, In the
Frinttive Sestiet eseounion § mest over keos silent. I% i: wethiplesdls ot one
euch ss 1 sould srerch the fospel, In the iutherse samaunisn I sen atzakanee be

# Setchev, omd, .. .4 sinuer spong slanera....sey o fow worde to the young lembs

to the praise of Bis holy aeme.

hink wot that you have geen the lagt of mel let svoyyone who neme: Vhe nems of
Christ olesve unts hic yoks-metas with She Sove of the lord. &: Oad &ivee =0 of
¥ie grens, I chall eorragvond with you, [ shsll wiatt you when T aan, and 1 ghal)
Reep you da my wwayers,

I hows baen Wrousht to this with grieving ood mush smguish, Sat nes has AL 4s done,
lat 1t bo done “ish vewslubion and fimmeas, And let us rejoloe Sagethor i all
surensdse of heurd Sant God has Boleed Gn 28% %o defils %he ardar of Yia house by
our sitfing dows with unevennass of mind, [ pyay Shod free Shis mouens an, eur
Tallonshdy (u tha Gosel will durs the mavs brig by Deeanas we Lnw® one apother
';!« mave fally im the kinehin of the Lywd, Pray for po and hove pity for we, as

for you.

Your poor follow-sinner, gaved By Grhas Af gaved ot &ll,
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