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MINUTES

Minutes of the One H un dred a nd Twenty-third Annual Sess ion of
Cumberl a nd Associa t ion of Primitive Bapti st held with Big H arpeth
church, Williamson county, Tenn., Sept. 25, 26 and 27, 1925. .

The introduct ory se r mo n wa s preached by Elder R. N . Gr aves.
The preaching wa s continued at the st a nd by Elders H. M. Sa nders

an d N. ]. Hinson.
The mes sengers of the association m et in the house anel was called

to order by the moderator, prayer by Elder R. O. Raulston.
The names of churches were then called and mes sengers names

enrolled. (S ee Table.) Except White Creek church which ha s di ssolv
ed and mo st of it s member 's letters have be en sent out to ot her
churches.

Organized by el ecting Elder W. P. Russell, Moderator, E . R. Cole -
man, Clerk; and L ee Russell, Ass is t a nt Cle rk.

Brethren from sis te r churches inv it ed to sea ts.
Co r r es ponding letters a nd mniutes r eceiv ed a s foll ows :-
West T ennesse e-Letter s a nd minutes by Elders H . M. Sande rs

and ]. A. P op e.
R ound Li ck-Letters a nd minutes b y E lder E. S. Frye.
Sequatchie Va lley- Let te rs and minutes by E lder R. O. Raulston.
Buffalo River-Letter s and minutes by E lde r N. ]. Hinson.
F orked Deer-No intelli g ence.
Greenfield-No intell igence.
Powell Valley-Lett er s by mail. No m esseng ers.
Fountain Creek-Letters and minutes byElder ] . F. Cromwell, and

Bro. T. M. Martin.
Hi ghland-Letters a nd minutes by E lde r ]. D. Sha in , L. Y. Bucha-

nan.
Second Cree k- Le tte rs and minutes by Bro. E. C. Turpin.
Petitionary lett er s call ed for. None .
Corresponding and visit ing brethren invit ed to se a ts .
The foll owing committee a ppo inte d- O n arrangement s, E lde rs R.

N . Graves and W . E. Brush. On F ina nce-]. W ill Kimmon s a nd E lde r
M. C. ] oh nson.

On Corresp on dence-Bro. A b Gr een a nd Bro. Va nd ive r.
Th e de ac on s we re a ppointed a committee on pr eaching a nd those

to pr ea ch Frida y we re E lders H. M . Sa nde rs and N. ]. Hinson.
On Saturday-s-Elder s ]. F. Cromwell , R. O. Raulston, ]. A. P ope.
On Sunday-Elders]oiner , E. S . Frye, ]. D. Shain. .
Prayer by Elder W . E. Brush . Adj ourned to me et Sa t ur day morn

ing at 9 o 'clock.



SECOND DAY-S AT URD AY

Praye r by E lde r E . S. F r ye.

T h e ro ll w as ca lled .
The co m m it tee on a rrangement repo r ted the orde r of b usin ess

as in former mi nutes. R ep o rt r eceived a nd co m m it t ee d ischa rg ed.
The commi ttee on correspondence read a letter to co r r esp on di ng

sis ter a sso ciat ions whi ch was recevicd and co mm it tee discha rg ed .

Volu ntee r m essen g er s w ere a pp oin tcd as follo w s :
\ Vest T cn nessee-Friday befor e th e t h ir d S un day in Septem ber,

1926,w it b W illow Spr ings chur ch , H ick m a n coun t y , T en n ., five mil es
from Lyl e S t a t ion ; Bro . J. A. J ohns on , J. A. Owe n, \ V. L. P ate .

R ound Lick-Fr iday befor e th e fir st Sun day in Se pt ember , 1926,
wi t h th e church ca lle d Brus h Cre ek near No r t h A lexan dr ia; G. L.
Sparkman, »: L. Ada ir , J . A. J ohn son, E. G. Jo h nson, E lde r R. N .
Graves, Vl. A . Polk, E lde r 'vV. E. Brus h , G. \ \T. 'vVest.

Sequa tc h ie Va lley-Fr iday before the seco nd Sunday in A ug ust ,
1926, wit h Looko ut Va lley ch urch , six mi les f rom Ch a tt a noo g a ; El der

\ V. I:';~. B r us h , j. P. J or da n, j. A. Johns on .
Bu ff a lo River-Friday before th e second Sun day in Septe m be r,

1926, with N ew H op e ch urch, six mi les w es t of Cen t erville; E lde r :M.
c. J oh nso n, J . w.u K im mon s, E lde r \V. P . R ussell.

F o r ked De er-Friday bef o re th e second S unday in September, 1926,
w it h Mill Creek church, seven mile s fro m Bells, T enn. ; .I. A. J oh nson.

Gr eenfie ld-Frida y befor e the third S unday in O ctober, 1925, with
t he chu rch a t Bl oom ing Grove, six m ile s no rth of D r esden , T cn u., on
N. C. & St . L. R . R .; E lde r »: L. 1v[ ur ray, J . R. J ord a n.

P owell Valley-Fri day befo r e t he thi rd Sat ur day in A ug us t , 1926,

w ith the chur ch a t B rown ies Creek.
Fou nta in Cr eek-F r id ay before t he fir st Sunday in S eptem ber ,

1926, wi th the chur ch at Co unty L in e, seven mi les eas t o f La w r en ce -

burg .
H igh la nd- F r iday before t he fo ur t h Sunday in A ugu st , 1926, wit h

t he chur ch at Daw son Sp r ings , Ky.; Elde rs »: E . Brush . v«. P . Rus

se ll, J. A. J ordan . J. A. John so n, J . V,1. Pett us.
Second Cr eek-Friday bef ore th ir d S unda y in Sept ember , 1926. w it h

t he ch urch at H ur r ica ne S pr ings ; E ldcr s R. N . Graves, :M. c.
J ohnson, C. V . Vandiver , \ ,V. 11..loh n so n.

O ur n ex t a ssociation wi ll be h eld w it h th e ch u rch a t Coo l Spr ings,
\V illiamson co unty , T en n., t en m ile s eas t o f F ra nkli n , T~nn .. co m me nc
ing on t h e fo urt h Sunday in September, 1926. elde r 'vV. L. M urr ay to
pre ach the in t roducto ry ; E lder \V.E . Brush. a lt ern a t e. T he m oder ator

to a rra ng e t he prea chi ng on F r iday.
T h e financ e co m m itt ee re po r te d th e su m of ' $25.00. R eport re-

ce ived a nd comm itte e disch a rged
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ORDAINED MINISTERS AND POSTOFFICE ADDRESS.

Elder M. C. Johnson, Thompson Station, Tenn., R. l.
Elder W.P. Russell, Arrington, Tenn., R. l.
Elder R. N. Graves, Eagleville, Tenn., R. l.
Elder W. L. Murray, Nashville, Tenn., 1300 Pennock.
Elder W. E. Brush, 1001 Delmus Ave., Nashville, T enn.
Agreed to have 700 copies of minutes printed, the clerk to superin

tend the printing a nd distribution of same aand have the re sidue for
hi s service afte r pa ying all ex penses.

The assoc iation tenders since re thanks to the dear brethren, sis
t er s and kind fri ends who so lovingly and generously cared for us and
we ea rn est ly pray the Lord to abundantly bless them.

ELDER W. P. RUSSELL" Moderator.
E. R. COLEMAN; Clerk; J. LEE RUSSELL, Asst. Clerk.

CORRESPONDING LETTER

The Cumberland Associa t ion of Primitive Baptist now in session
with the church at Big Harpeth, Franklin, Tenn., Williamson co unty.,
this Septe mber 25, 26, 27, 1925, to our sister ass ocia t ion 'with wh om
we correspond:

Dear Brethren :-W e fee l th ankful to the Lord that we have again
been pe rm it te d to met in an associ ation al union in perfect peace among
ourselves. It affords us g re a t jo y and enco urageme n t to have with us
so many of our corresponding brethren and siste r s, es pecia lly minis
ters. We have received co mmunica tions from our corresponding as
so cia t ions eit he r by ma il or by messeng er s for which we a re so th ank
ful to th e Lord and do ea rn es t ly desire th at brotherly relation s may
still continu e. We ha ve appointe d by th eir con sent our br ethren as
sh own in the body of our minutes to repreesnt us in your meeting s,
wh om we hope you will r eceive. W e are anxiou s that our fr iendly
r elations may ever continue and hop e you will st ill remember us and
be mindful to attend our meeting s. The place of our next meeting will
be with the church at Coo l Spr ing, W illiamson co un ty, T enn., F r iday
before the fourth Sunday , 1926. Now may the dear Lor d direc t a ll H is
little ones in the path s of duty and keep th em humble, ever look ing to
Him for help and st r eng th to disch arge the same .

Committee: J. A. GRE E N and E . W. VAN DIVER.

NAMES OF VISITING PREACHERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES:
Elder R. O. Raulst on , 805 Dodd s, Ave , Chattanooga, T enn.
E. S. Frye, No r th Alexande r , T enn.
J. D. Sha in, M adison vill e. Ky.
H . M. Sande rs , Dickson, Tenn .
J. A. P ope, Dickson, Tenn.
E. J. J oiner, Murfreesbor o, T enn., R. 8.

J. F. Cromwe ll, La wrenceburg , T enn. , R. 3.
N. J. H en son , Kimmon s. Te.lil1 .



CONSTI TU TION

A rt icle 1. Thi s Assoc ia t ion sha ll be kn own as th e Cumber land
Associa t ion of P r imit ive' Bapt ists . ,

A r t icle 2. An Associa t ion is a bod y fo r me d for th e pu r pose of
obtai ning a more ge ne ra l acq ua in ta nce wi th the sta te of churc hes
maintain ing a fr iendly int ercourse with ea ch othe r , giving advice in
ca se of difficulty, et c. This Association sha ll, therefore, ex ercise no
autho r ity ove r th e se ve ra l churches of which it is co mposed, but sha ll
rega rd th em as en ti re ly in de pendent, g ive full cr edit to th eir acts , and
neve r pa ss a ny ce ns ure or a nimadve rs ion th er eon.

A r t icle 3. The churc hes bel on ging to thi s Associa t ion sha ll be
suc h as hold th e following doctrin es, viz : Th e unit y of Go d, th e ex
ist cn ce of three eq ua l po we rs in th e Go dhead ; th e ju st con demn a tion
and tot al depravit y o f all mankind by th e fa ll of our firs t pa re n ts;
per sonal and un condition al elect ion in Chr ist bef or e th e fo undat ion
of th e world; the prop er divinity of th e Lo r d Jesu s Chr ist th at is
H e is th e true Go d ; th e ne ce ssit y of H is at on em ent and it s specia l re 
lation to th e sins of the elec t on ly; th e Lord 's Suppe r , a p riv ilege pe
culiar to baptized believer s regularly adm itted to churc h fe llowsh ip;
th e re surrection of the body at the last day such of th e sa ints as are
found a live sha ll not sleep , but be chang ed, and all th e dead sha ll be
rai sed up with self -s ame bodies and none ot he r, a lt ho ug h wi th diff er
ent qu alifications, which sha ll be united again to th eir so uls for ever;
th e bodies of the unjust sha ll, by the pow er of Chr ist, be rai sed to
dish on or-the bodies of the ju st , by Hi s Spirit, unto hon or and be
made con formable to Hi s ow n g lor ious bod y ; th e ge ne ra l judgment
a nd f ina l happiness of th e sa in ts a nd miser y of th e wicked a like in
terminable ; the obli gation of every intellige nt cr eature to love God
supr eme ly, to believe what Go d says and practice what God com 
mands '; and th e divin e in spiration of th e Scr ipt ur es of' th e Old and
New Testaments as th e only co mp lete and in fallible rul e of fa it h an d
pract ice. .

Article 4. A ny church desiring to be received into th is Associa
t ion sha ll make applicat ion by lett er , and g ive an ex plicit a nd sa t is
fact or y declaration of her fa it h and pra ct ice ; a nd any chur ch depart
ing fr om th e articles of fa it h expressed in this con stitution sha ll be
ex clude d fr om th e pr ivileges of thi s Associa t ion.

Article 5. Each chur ch in thi s Associa t ion sha ll be ent it led to
r epresent herself by three messen ger s, on producing evide nce of th eir
appointme nt, and it is expecte d th at each church will se nd a letter
to th e Associa t ion, co nt a ining th e names of messen gers, her number
baptized, receiv ed by letter, rest ored , dismi ssed by letter, · ex clude d,
deceased and th e number bel on ging to her co m munion.

Article 6. This Association sha ll meet on F r idav bef or e th e fo ur th
Sun day ill Septembe r. .

A r t icle 7. The off ice rs of thi s Assoc ia t ion sha ll be a Mode ra to r,
a Cler k, and Treasu r er , who sha ll be chose n annuall y by a ball ot, and
con t in ue in office unt il af te r a new elect ion.

Art icle 8. I t sha ll be th e duty of th e M oderator to pres ide in
th e Associa t ion dur ing it s ses sions. to pr eser ve orde r and propose
qu est ion s anad anno unce deci sion s : hut excep t o n ques t ions of or de r he
sha ll never sp ea k him self. unl ess he or de rs so me ot he r member to fill
th e cha ir fo r th e ti me, and th en he sha ll be governed hv th e sa me,
rul es a nd rest ri cti on s as o ther memb ers. -

Article 9. It sha ll be th e dut y of th e cler k to keep a t r ue min
ut e of all proceed ings of th e Associa t ion and prepare th e same for
publica t ion as th e Associa t ion sha ll dir -e ct .



Ar ticl e 10. It sha ll be th e du ty of th e T reasurer to take cha rge
of th e moni es (If the As so ciat ion, to pay th e same or a ny part the re 
of, a t a ny and a ll times to the or de r of th e Associa tio n, which order
.sha ll alwa ys be furni sh ed him in writ ing , sig ned by the clerk ; to keep
an account of all receipts and disbursements and present it annually
for the ex am ina t ion of the Associ ation.

Ar t icle 11. A lterations and amendments to the Constitution may
be made by th e majority of the Associa t ion, whenever they may deem
it nec essary.

RULES OF DECORUM.
Article 1. W he n th e Assoc ia t ion conve nes for bu sin ess it sha ll

be opene d and closed by prayer.
Ar ticle 2. T he Co ns t it ut ion and Rules of Decorum sha ll be read

. by th e clerk at th e ope n ing of th e As soc ia t ion, and lie on th e table for
th e pe r usal of it s members.

Ar t icle 3. The clerk sha ll call over th e names of th e member s
as often as the Assoc ia t ion may require.

Ar ti cle 4. E ach sp eake r shall ri se fr om his se a t and address the
Mode ra tor; he sha ll st r ict ly a dhe re to th e subject under con sideration ,
and sha ll not be all owed to speak more th an three times on an y

one subject without th e permission of the Associa t ion.
A rt icle 5. E ve ry mo ti on made and second sha ll co me under th e

co nside ra t ion of the Associ ation , unless it be withdra wn by th e mover.
Ar t icle 6. Every que ry se n t to the A ssocia t ion sha ll be first r ead,

and if it is decided by a maj ority of th e vo ters to co ns ide r th e sa me ,
it sha ll be discuss ed i if not , it sha ll be withdrawn .

Article 7. Only one person sha ll speak at a tim e, a nd when tw o
or more members sha ll rise to spe ak at nearly th e sa me mom ent, th e
Modera to r shall decide who is entitled to th e preference.

Ar t icle 8. W hen a member. in speak ing has occasion to ment ion
th e name of an other member he sha ll use th e appellation of '.'Brother."

Ar t icle 9. The Moderator sha ll not interrupt any member in or
prohibit him sp eaking unless he violates th e rules.

A r t icle 10. A nyt hing debated in thi s Asse mbly which may not be
th ou ght prop er to ap pear in th e mi nutes may be ex punged by a two
t hr ids maj or ity of th e members present.

Article 11. Altera t ions, addit ions or ame ndments m ay be made a t
a ny time to th e fo regoing rules by a majori ty of th e member s
prseent.
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Clerks and P oatoffice Addresses

E lde r R. N. Graves, J. 'NiII
K immo ns , J . C. Parsons .

G. \\T. \;\1"est, E . R. Coleman,
Gus Herrin .

E lde r W. P. Russell , C. J . P ettus
J. 'vV. Pettus .

J. R. Ada ir , B. J. Culbe rson
Vv'. L. Pate 1 2

E lde r M . C. J ohnson , C. V. Vandive r I I
G. L. Sparkrnaan _..................... 5

G. L. SP. a r knla n............................................ • I
'vV. L. Adair ----- --................. I

VY. M. J ohnson, Geo. Owe n / i 1
Elder Vi . E. Brush , Ab Gre en I I I
Ab Owen .- - - 31 1101

~~ ~~~:m~~~~~ ::::::::::::::::'.::::::::::::::::::::::::::: I [I [I

Names of Messengers.

J. Will Kimmon s, Fost erville, Tenn.

E. R. Co leman, Franklin, Tenil .

c. J . Pettus, Colle ge Gro ve, Tenn .

O. C. Lillard, Thompson Sta., T enn.

G. L. Sp arkman, Thompson Sta., Tenn l

C. N. Taylor , E agleville , Tenn .
J 0 1111 W. H ayn es, M urphreesboro,

Tennessee .
H. C. H ow ell , N ashville, Tenn .

Enon .

CHURCHES

Big H arpeth

\ Vilso n Creek .

Coo l Spr ing s .

Leipe r's Fork .

Eaglev ille ..
Overa ll . .

College Str eet
Steven's Gro ve
P rovide nce









When you think of subscribing for a Primiti ve
Baptist paper, think of the-

MESSENGER OF .ZION
Published Semi-Monthly in the interest of the Primi

tive Baptist. The subscription price is $1.25 per

year"-$l.OO to ministers and widows. It contains cor

re spondence from Baptists in many states.

SEND FOR SAMPLE COpy

,'They Are Free"

When you are in need of Song Books for YOlH.·

church or home you should order a supply of the-

PRI~IIl'lVE BAI)'fIS''f
IIY~IN AND TUNE BOOK

They contain the very best of Sacred Music adapted to

Church and Home .Worship~ Prices are:

Flexible Binding, 60c each-$6.50 per dozen.

Board Binding, SOc each-$8~50 dozen.

Send all Subscriptions for Paper, and Orders for

Books to-

ELDER J. D. SIIAIN
M:"u)isOllyillt>, K~T.

ME!!ENGER O F~ ZION PRIN T

I-
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