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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME

Eighteeﬁ hundred and forty-four years, aceor-
Ading to the common register of time, have now
elapsed since_the angelic messengers surprised the
shepherds in Jewry, with the news of a Saviour’s
advent to our guilty world. A new, 2 glorious era
was on thatday begun on earth, worthy of the
. anthem which was sung by the heavenly choir.
"That Prince and Saviour’s name was brought down
from heaven, announced and interpreted by an
:angel, because his name expressed the work which
e came down from heaven to do :—*% For he shall
save his people from their sins.” Joy, love, and|
gratxtuﬁe, swelled the hearts of Simeon and Anna,
who long had waited to see the - salvation of the
_.Lord l\or were these two“@devoted chddlen of

<18 bore rec ; the Son
‘star appeared in the eastern sky, and the wise men
were guided by it to the humble birth-place of the
King of Glory., Angels amazed looked on—be-
held the condescension of the blessed Redeemer.
From his.manger to his cross, he was treated by
the religionists of that age, as his truth and his peo-
ple have been by the same’class, frora that period
to the present time,
slandered, derided, persecuted, and blasphemed, he
was a man of setrow and acquamted with grief,
“T'o do and to suffer all that was written of him in
the law, the prophets and the Psalms, were his
_meat and drink, until he had accomplished all his
TFather’s will ; and the‘n, with extended armsandia
‘bleeding heart, most solemnly declared « It is fin-
ished I and gave up the ghost.

Sinking down under the load of the transgres.
sions of his dearly loved people, he poured out his
soul unto death ;—was laid into his grave, and suf-
fered hissepulchre to be watched by a guard of
soldiers ; but atthe appointed morning unbarred
the doors of death, and left the environs of the
new tomb. Begottern: from the dead, his Father
wecognized him, * Thou art my Son, this day have
I begotten thee.” He soughtshe. found ; he
smade himself known to.some of those for whom he

)

. temv late his advent; his life, death, and resurree.,

m,d

Jlate all the c&?l‘ﬁ\iu.ue« ws have had to encounter,

Loaded down with reproach, |-

] slept.

saying,“ I am he that was dead, and a
and behold I live for evelmore, and have th
of hell and death.”
love, felt the application” of his atom*}i

blacd
bsen clothed in his spofless nghteouswess, can ‘¢on-

tion, and exa]tatxo‘l to the' right hand’ of the

Majesty on high, with eold mdif‘%lence, oF “need]

the revolving wheels of time .fo- bring bw‘c the
season of the year in which itis customary to 1n-
telchanve concratulahoﬁs, or wish ea.«,h othen
A HAPPY NEW YEAR !

VVhy should the enemics of our God, the -perse-
cutors of our Savxo%l Jesus Christ, the desplsers of
his gospel, and those who hate his peop}p and his
truth be more happy, 1at a nuw anmvers
the advent has dlllV

men ; and certamly not because t‘ley fo
texest in the Savmu s cause, but at

as &n

he Signs of the Times, We'néed not rmamtu-
and all the labors and toils we have been sustained
under ; it is sufficient for theé present to say, that,
“ Having obtained help of God ‘we continue:”
Because our God changeth not, we are not. con-
sumed ; and because his _mercy endureth forev-
er, we are encomaged togo on with our work,

At the commencement of ‘our new Volume, our
brethren have a right to expect us to state what
are our prospects, our views and our feelings in re-
gard to our publication.

In regard to our prospects, we hope to be sus-
tained,in a pecuniary point of view, by the liber-
ality of our fiiends in patromzm\r us, by contrib-
uting as formerly to aid us in meeting thel:
expenses of the work. We bave not the ability
to print and publish a sheet like this, semi-month-
ly, without the aid of ‘our friends, nor do they ‘ex-
pect it at our hands, It is for them we labor; for
them we first engaged in the work, and - when
they think propet to withdraw their aid, the work
must stop. We‘commencyedgour publication when
there was 1o other publication of the kind in the
field, and when there was not another brother of

died, and gave them assurance’ that he was' risen
{indeed, and become the First-fruits of them - that
Henceforth he is seen standmg i trlumph
lupon Mount Ziou as the Lamb that was s}am, and

Who that has: tasted “his

tion.
to-be Wlth us in senhments, and” tbey ga) RV
the'encouragement they could to go on.
' Wlie’n the first meeting ever called by th

1 :at meetmo our pubhcatlon was r,
comnrended to the favorable considérafion of the
Oid order of Baptists throughout the. country, It
was exceedingly doubtful, however; at, that'time,
whether a sufficient support could be obtamed te
ineet one half the inevitable expense of the work :

weuld exert themselves to sustain us, we unde

with the -assistance of ‘our enemies, whose vmlent
opposmon led them to publish us in their minutes
and other publications, and thereby adv1se the _op-
‘pressed among them of cur undertakm we were
successful in; our efforts:. With: much’ ha:d Iabor,

mdef‘ahgable pelsevelanee and sf¥ict economy, we.
' shuggled through the first thr eq. or four years of

our toil, encountering the, most severe embarrasé-
ments, until at length we had obtained a subscrlp
tion list- of nearly . 3, 000 names, and spreazdmu
ever nearly all the states and terrltorles elongmg

for xmqab;e defence a2
inventions of f;uc‘u

whe bore owr own mame.
Thousands who had felt themselves iefi aione in -
the field, and like the ancient prophet, had lamen-
ted that the' Lord’s altars were thrown down, his®
prophets killed and their own lives sought for, were
hunted out, comforted and encouraged tobuckle on
their armeor, and again face the enemy. “From
various causes, our list of subscribers is reduced to
about 2,000, and of that number several hundred
do mot pay; some are supplied gratultously,
and others from inability ‘or neglect, omit to. for-
ward their dues.
now divided amorig several periodicals, which have
been commenced subsequenﬂy to ours, and our
oppositien to certain heresies which have obtained.
in some sections of our wide spread‘/:couﬁtry has®
also had a tendency to circumseribe our eircula-
tion. We do not wish to be understood as com-
plaining of the existance . of other papers in the
field, far from it :-—if the same cause in which we-
are engaged is subserved, if the same important
truth which we have contended for is asserted, and -
defended, it is of very little consequence by whom
It was not for our convenience we were mduced
to embark in the work, and however much our em- -

ouf -order within our knoWI’é‘dgé willing ‘to ha
zard the expense .of geiting up'such a publica-

¥

barrassments. may be increased by the multi ,
jon'of periodicals, épurportmg to, set forth the og-

but with the assuraifée of our brethren that the ¢

took : our “brethren redeemed their pledge, and

The patronage of our order is




-,

cheerfully hail as welcome cotemporaries, such as|and last; but mot least, greatly enlarge the number
ontend for the faith once delivered to- the saints. |of copiés supplied to indigent brethren and sist

We focl.a desire that brother Jewett may" be sus-|wholove to read, and have not the means to pay
ained, as we feel convineed that his utmost ener-

scal“will exert a healthful influence on the Old|flood; and it becomes us who have taken a stand
School Baptist cause. 'The Primitive Baptist also against the delusions of the times, to deport our-
ipubiisges much solid truth, but (pardon us) we do|selves as good seld',i‘er_s _of the “cross of our illus-
think . that a, periodical purporting to - present trious Leader, and never yield one inch of ground
ths doctrine of the Old School Bapiists ought to|to the common foe. “Put yourselves in array
be umnder the supervision of a member of our ocom- |against -Babylon, round about all ye that bend the
__miunion, - |bow ; shoot at het, spare no arrows,” is the word
" 'Of the % Western Predestinarian Baptist,” we}of our Commander. - Let not a rag of her stolen
- have hitherto forborne to remark ; we have only |livery remain to hide her abominable iniquity.—
* seen a véry few numbers, and have ot been able | Take away her battlements, for they are not the
to form so flattering an opinion of it as we could ;Lord’s."’- And as we follow eur Captain to the
wish. - The wide spreading heresy of what is field of combat, let us eheer each other with words
termed the Two seed doctrine,” 'ought to receive of comfort ; not forgetting that we have ‘some in
1o couriteniance from those who claim to be-Old|our ranks who have been sorely bruised and-woun-
Fashioned Baptists.. From the days of John the}ded by the enemy ; these need our care and

Baptist until the days of Elder Daniel Parker, the sympathy, some young recruits also which
" doctrine was unknown among the Baptists, and |the Lord is bringing in require to be drilled and
God has been considered the Creator of all things.' encouraged.. We have nothing to lose in 14hi
We doubt not that many well meaning brethren | warfare, we have every thing - to stimulate s to
have been drawn into the error, and some have|press forward. e S

w

withdrawn their suBscriptio‘ns from our list because| The weakest saint shall win the day,

of our opposition to the new theory, and others be- Though hell and death obstruct the way.”

cause we have refused to suffer our columns te be We have the assurance of our God that the

filled with long articles written in defence of that{saints shall triumph _through the “blood of the

absurd theory.. We have been compléined of bit- Lf“fnb and thig word of their testimony. Onward,

terly as being unfair to éppose that theory and re- then, ye soldiers of the cross, to victory :—

fuse its -advocates the usé of cur columns for its ¢ And 'when our General, Christ shall come, .

defence. If the two seed doctrine had ever been gﬁgh u"q d of trumpet, (not of drum,)
AN n we’ il march up the heavenly strest

held.as aép;%rt of the faith distinguishing the Bap-| And ground our aims at Jesus® feet.”

ists Onf,;former ages, we should p,ot»feelw,? at 'be}:ty : “for.ourself, we hope that our. eleven years’

out the defence of its advocates; b s8] : :

Y

,_ : t on Has'made us somewhat familiar with
ew theor}f among those whe claim to be Bap- some’of the devices of our old adversary, and
sts, we treat it as we do the arminian, the Camp-

: some of the base trickery - of his legions ; wefeel
bellite, and the Arian heresy. And if our course|disposed withall the ability our Lord shall be-
should subject us to the loss of all our subscribers, - to to.¢

~ and in addition thereto to the loss of life itself, we|¢than the least of all saints,” record ‘the progress
cannot wink at, kOr in any manner, directly orjof truth, and the exposure of error. -
indirectly, countepance what we conceive 10 e | ecm————————
involved in that absurd doctrine. Circular Letter.

We have no disposition to claim for ourself in-| == v , .
fallibility. - None can be more sensible of the im:| The Salisbury Baptist -Association, convened with

- the Little Creek church, on the 21st, 22d, and
23d of. October, 1843. .

stow, to stand to.our post; and although “less

“ . perfections which mark and mar all that we_say
ordo; but asense of our weakness and liability ;
‘ Y Brrovep BRETHREN :—In addressing our as-

to err, does not exonorate us from the responsibili- |sociate epistle to you in accordance with former
ty resting on us to oppose what we know to be a|custom, we feel that inno period sinice the times
departure from the simplicity of the gospel of when the saints were pers'ecuted unto death, has
Christ.  Our desire is to contend only -for the there beena greater cccasion than now for the fol-

& s > . S . lowers or Jesus to be zealous in encouraging and
~ faith which was once d N ] 7 g
 whie nee delivered to the saints,. both strengthening each other to perseverance in the

publicly and privately, in the pulpit and through|right ways of the Lord. Inno period have these

the press; but for the ability todo so we are asjways been more reproached than now, nor has

dependent on God asare any of our brethren. th‘)""e ever. been tlﬂ)e({ore so general a comb(iin'in-g and

D N i Ty enlisting in confederacies to oppose an ervert

 Finally, brethren, we close this introductory ad- the trut%x and ways of the Lorg,p and to stllopplant

dress by an them with the devices, of men. But, brethren,

‘ APPEAL TO YOU, 'with all the encouragement others meet with in

Are there not many among you, who by making their multiplied and multiform oppositior, you who

" a little extra exertion, could double or triple - the know the Lord have stronger grounds for 2 stead-

) . . . L iy . ~|fast adherance to the truths and order of the gos-
wumber of subscribers in your respective neighbor-

: Lt DOT-inel, than they can bave for their opposition to
- hoods, and thereby enable us to discharge allliabil-|them ; for, Ist. You have been taught by bitter

jties now standing against this establishment ;- and | experience, what would have been the.consequetice

g - oy i

tri‘-hg énd’ordef ofOld ’V:Sch?ool 'Bapﬁst;, .?ﬂ,,e_‘;ﬁw‘ill greatly e/nlargé and otherwise impro,\}e our 'pfbaper 5

| ces and. the march of improvements.

Lord into the watery grave.

efforts for salvation; that you would still have

ause that law - you have seen is holy, and your.

by ‘ o e lsslf and your ways polluted with sinand depravity.
“Weare far from believing that it is time to throw

o gies are enlisted i.n‘beh‘alf of Sion, and his period- |off out armor ; the enemy still comesin like @

in those lessonslearned under an gpplication of
the law. You and we were made also to know
that hed the determining point been in™ our wills,
we had never been saved, for our wills' were to
have something of our own to ‘recommend”® us to
God’s faver. How bave we since been made to
rejoice in knowing that God’s eternal purpose in
Christ Jesus alone, and not our wills, determined
and secured our salvation, ‘and prevailed to bring
us. off from dur 6wn ways, to submit to his will and
to depend on his way to bring us to the knowi-
edge and enjoyment of himself. Being thus
brought te know that no human wisdom nor any
created arm could reach our desparatecase fo bring
salvation to us, and having seen in the light of
God’s word that all the sons and daughters of
Adam, are by nature in a like case with us, we
know that the salvation of any of them, must ai«
so be alone of the Lord. '

ance the worrewood and the gall of our owd ex
perience in the effort-plan or - doing system of sal-
vatien, go again with the muititade into that sy
tem, and unite with themin their attempts to pe
vert the truth and ways of the Lerd, though re.
proach, we know, and perhaps ere iong persecu.
tion awaits us for not uniting with them,

9d. Brethren, you and we know that the dec-
trine and appointments found in the New Testa-
ment are of Divine authority, that they are all of
him with whom there is no variableness nor shad.
dow of turning,and with whom all time is present

those to whom it was first declared ; and whose
ordinances are as applicable now to the wants of
the disciples ; to-the state of the church, and te

when appointed by our Lord in Juden ; they. are
not liks the institutions of the new gods that have
come newly up, that haveito be changed or ‘new
modelled every now and then to suit circummstan-
When we
have read in the Bible of God’s electing, choosing
or predestinating to salvation in the light of chris.
tian experietics, we have felt that it was God’s
word, that his Majesty was in the docirine, and
have realized its precicusness, though we could not
comprehend its heights and depths. And'althe’
we have never been able to find in ourselves a
reason why we should be the ebjects of God’s
love, yet we have known that it was not that we
loved God, but that he loved us; not that we had
chosen him, but that he had chosen us, that we

the hepe of his salvation. S¢ when we first
went to the New Testament to inguire what the
Lord had appointed by which we might manifest
our love and subjection to him, and read of theap-
pointment of baptisni, and of our Lord’s being
baptized of Johr in Jordon, we have received the
assurance thaf such was the way 1o walk, and
that it would be a gloticus privilege tn follow our
8o of the order of
a gospel church, and of the ordinarce of the com-,

see that appointment in the word, so in reference
to. those whom the Lord of the harvest 'has called
in’t‘o the work of the ministry, that they might
know the Lord’s will, and how and what to preach.
The Apostles’ doctrine has appeared as the all-
important theme on which they wished to dwell;
and their@esirs has been to know nothing among

the peeple as the way and means of salvation,

had jo'u’béeqtileft to afgeéen‘dénce on your .owm

een lingering.under the curse of the law, be- -

How them;, " brethren,
can you and we, whilst we Tetain in.remember. -

now, whose doctrine therefors is immutable truth, |
'and as precious {o the believer of this age as o

the accompiishment of God’s purpose therein, as:

were ever brought to know him, and to rejoice i -

manion of the Lord, as the Lord has given us to




e

the New Teét;ament, E{der SL;L“.EPHENS;W’. Woor-
FORD, . Let us not, and let not his bereaved family

and to be|poured out wﬁthout mixture into .the:cup of his in.
flesh’ and|dignation.” Rev. xiv. 9—11. We have " gréat

save Jesus Christ and biin -crucified ;
found like Paul conferring. ‘not with

. that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, (the

blood, and that their preaching should not be with Teason to adore the goodness of Godin keeping ‘us

enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon-
Stration of the Spirit and power: that so far as
their preaching might be owned, it might be man.
ifested as of the Spirit and power of Ged, and not
as of their studied eloquence or addressto the pas-
sions. Now, brethren, preachers or others, per-
mit us to ask yeu in reference to your past exper-
iences in these things, however different may be
your present warmth of feelings and enjoymeats
from what they once were, have .you in your. lat.
ter experience found any defect in that doetrine
on which you were made to hope for salvation, or
in that order and those ordinances which you had
received as the appointments of him who is in§.
pite in wisdom 4nd love? and whether, as you
still read these things and hear them preached, you,
~have not the witness in yourselves that they are of
God? Shall ‘we then, brethren, give up that

which we know to be of God ? that which alone
has given confidence to our hopes, and firmness to)
our steps in going forward in the path of. our Re.
deemer, for a system of doctrine and order which
men have’ substituted in the place of what God
has revealed, and this for the. sake of pleasing
men? No, brethren, we are persuaded beiter
things of you, and things that accompany salva-
tion, though we thus speak. = But,

3d. This very agitation and activity which we
see in the religious world ; “this runaing to and fro
‘of many, this acquisition by them of numbers and
worldly power, influence, &c., is but a fulfilment
of the'prophecies of scriptire, and is therefore a
confirmation of the truth of what is revealed there.
in: therefore these events, and the popularity
thereof, ‘instead of leading us off from the scrip.
tures to follow them, rightly viewed, encourage us
to cleave more closely and zealously to the doc.
trine therein declared ; for just so certain as that'
we see God’s prophecies concerning the exalta.
tion, atrogance, pride, and rage of the man
of sin, being now fulfiiled, so _certainly - will that
~interest receive the awfal downfall and destruction,
and those connecting themselves with it experi-
ence the outpourings of the wrath of God, which

from being led away by the popular system of re-
ligion.  Far better is it to bear the reproach, scora,
and perseeution of these vain glorious professors,
than to drink of the wine of the wrath .of God.

- We not only see multitudes crowding into a pro-
fession without giving evidence of, or professing

any greater change thana ehange of purpose, and
many running to and fro and boasting of the'in:
crease of knowledge ; but we also see many oth-
er indications of some great event being about to
pass :—and, brethren, we not only see these
things, but we also feel other intimations that' the
last grand effort.of the wicked for the - mastery _is
at hand, in that our Lord in his humiliation was
made to say, when he the Head was assaulted by.
the Jewish anti-christ, This is your hour” and the
power of darkness:; so his body, the chareh, is
now being made -to say ynder the reign- of. the
present anti-christ, This is your hour and the pow-
er of ‘darkness.  Qur own feelingsas to the com-
fortable enjoyment of religion, or as to the ‘mani-
fested effect of grace in our hearts, and asto the
strivings of corruption within, &c., -constrain the
belief that this is the hour of the power of dark-

the, great diminishing of the gospel churches and
the gospel ministry contrasted with the boasted
and rapid increase of the popular religionists, we
have tc say to-them,. This is your hour.  Tn this
scattering and dim_i:f!}ishing of Christ’s churches
and ministers, we -see manifested the purpose of
God to give this man of sin’an opportarity for his
hour of boasted triumph, ‘and also his wisdom and
compassion in this order of things : in that whilst
he will thus give this wicked, this interest _reared
up in opposition to the truth and spirituality of our
Lord’s religion, an occasion to display its pride, ar-
rogance, and- bitter enmity, and will keep «in the
field two witnesses, that is enough to bear a faith-
ful and legal testimeny ‘to the truth of the gospel
of Christ in such places asit is his purpose this
testimony should ‘be borne: yet that he i taking
to himself from the evil to come, or leaving as yet
uncalled by grace into the battle field, all of his,
beyond a bare sufficiency to constitute these two

he has denounced against it and them; and sc

certainly also will the true chureh and doctrine of|

Christ yet triumph and £ill the whole earth, as de.
clared in the scriptures.  To be a little more def.
irite on this point, we see manifestly the popular

- religionists of this day, engaged in exalting some.,

thing else in the place of God, and as’ God, in
that they are preaching for gospel the power of]
human effort, which God has never authorised the
belief of,"and practising ceremonies and plans
which God instituted not. Now whoever or what-
ever presumes to bring in and regulate a doctrine
and form as religion, is in truth worshipping the
author of them as God i~—the source of this pop-
nlar system of religion, as God has not revealed it,
can be no other than the man of sin ‘which Paul
describes in Thessalonians . 3, 8. It is no won.
der that multitudes are at this dazy professing this
popular religion, seeing that God has said that all

beast, another name for the man of sin,) whose
hames are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world : and
certainly if the worshippers of the true God are
known by their professing the religion of which
he is the Auther, then the worshippers of the beast
or his image are known by their professing . the re.
ligion of which these are the authors. When we
consider that God has further said, if any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead or his hand, the same shall

der, and a gospel ministry for the bearing of his
purposed testimony. Thus no more of God’s chil.
dren will be subjected to the afflictions of this hour
of anti-christ, and the power of darkness, than is
necessary for the accomplishment of his wise pur.
pose. Besides, according. to - this order, the glo.
ry of the enemy’s triumph in the estimation of.
those who will be spectators of the scene, will be
greatly diminished in killing these two witnesses,
orin putting down  these few feeble and scattered
sheep. - Whilst on the other hand, their bein
again raised up in the face of this powerful enemy,
will manifest that God alone hath done it, and
therefore that the cause, as well as the power and
the glory, is his. ~ Surely wisdom and mercy mark
all the ways and acts of ‘our God. * From a care.
ful comparison, bretiiren, of whatwe see and feel
in this day of darkness, with what is written in the
scriptures, we see that instead of ground for dis.
may at these things, we have encouragement

still to hold on our way, and-to keep clean hands, |-
hands unpolluted by any of the defilements of the|"

‘man of sin,committin‘g ourselves and the cause of
God into his hands, with the assurance that he will

sorrow for. him, as others who have no hope.—
The last circular of this -association contains his
last labor of® love for. the.comfort and edification of
these . churches. _ May it be -duly appreciated ;
and ‘may the ministering brethren, as they find
their numbers decreasing, accept as of increased
weight his- exhortation to them, committing the
keeping of themselves. and families to God, use
inereased exertions, labor “and- self-denial,'and " to
look out and feed the sheép and lambs . 6f Christ
in thelr present lonely and scattered state.

May God grant to each of us grace to occupy
faithfully our respective lots or stations in the
house of God, and havirg on the whole armor of
God, to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all—to stand, S . "

’ o DANIEL DAVIS, Mod. .

W. Woorrorp, Clerk.

ness. . And seeing the scattering of the sheep, and |

Corresponding Hetter,

The Salisbury Baptist Association to the several
associations with whom she corresponds, “sends

christian love. ‘ S ,

.. BEzovED 1N THE LoORD immWe have been per-
mitted by our covenant God to. meet and enjoy
another annual asspciation, according. to our usual
custom ;. and were pleased there {o meet with your
messenger from Delaware. Your communica.
tions have been received with agreeable emotions
of satisfaction ; for ‘what is so agreeable to the

dear scattered flock of Christ, as. when they can
meet together in this dark day of error and delu.-
sion, and speak of the kingdom of God, and those
things that concern the Lord desus Christ 7 This
appears to be a time of .anti-christian  6forts s
while they cry, Io! here is Christ, or there; our-
Saviour has told us to believe it vot : that if it -
were possible they would deceive the very elect.

witnesses, that is, to keep up churches in gospel or- |

order all things right; and that in the end his name
will be glorified. - - ’

Since the last meeting of this Assoeiation, one
has fallen asleep, as we trust, in Jesus, who has
long been esteemed within'the . bounds of this as.

An Apostle cautions us that we henceforth be no
more children, tessed to and fro, and carried about
by every wind of doctrine, by the slight -of men;
and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in wait to
deceive. ) ‘ h
Brethren, while we have the word of God %o
diréct us, and the Son of God to save'iis ffom sin,
and the whole armor of God to “defend us, in_the
language of one of old, one man of you - shall
chase a thousand. ‘We have nothing to glory in, -
save the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
may the woild be crucified unto us, we unto . the
‘world.,  Qur mesting has’ been ‘harmonious, and
our interview distinguished by brotherly affection.
We shall ever be gratified by the presence of your
messengers, and desire a continuance of the cor.
respondence that brightens the love and fellowship

€of brethren of the household of God.

We were sorry that we received no communi-
cation- from Baltimore or Delaware River.
QOur. next Association -will be: held with the
church of Christ at Bread Creek, Sussex co., Del.
‘ DANIEL DAVIS, Mod.

-~ W. Woorrorn, Clerk.

[BxTRACT FROM THE MINUTES. |
“ We lament the afflicting providence and loss,
by death, of our brethren, S. W. . Waoolford and
brother L. Henderson ; -also, brother Robérson of -
our sister Association, the Delaware. .And while
we would lament the loss we hayve sustained, we
have reason also to implore the ‘great. Head of the
church, that he would send others into the haryest

drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is

sociation and elsewhere, as an able minister of

~

to supply their places,” .
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Communications; :

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

" Zoar, Erie co., N. Y., Oct. 10, 1843.
BroTHER BrEBE +—Through the kindness’ of
God; T am yet a sojourner here below; and T re-

main, if I am not deceived, unshaken in my faith
in the doctrine of God our Saviour, as it is reveal-
ed in the scriptures of divine truth. I am placed
in the midst of workmongers who are crying,
¢ Come and save yourselves from your sins, and

we will help you!” as though salvation were of| -

mén, and not of God. But the scripturés inform
-us that “ Salvation is of the Lord,” and -Jehovah
has said; ¢ I am God, and besides me there is no
‘Saviour.” The true children of God rely upon
the sacred truths they are taught by the Holy
Ghost, to helieve that there is no other name given

press forward’ to-the mark of the prs&ze of om
hlgh calling of God in Christ Jesus, without Hear-,
ling what men can do, for ¢ If God be for us, who
lean be against us1” _

May grace, mercy, and’ peace, from God the Fa-
ther, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you
and all the afflicted and poor peoole of our God is
the sincere desire and prayer of your

Unworthy brother, :
TIMOTHY TAYLOR.

R - FOR THE SIGNS 0‘?‘ THE TI;\’iES.

Brormezr Bzesm:—I have just returned from
‘Nettle Creck, whete, on last Sunday, I had the
pleasure of baptizing three persons, which make
twenty three, that I bave baptized at that plece,
since last May. The prospect for a large ingath-
ering, appears very flattering, yet the matier is

wupder heaven, or among men, whereby they must
be saved ; and that unto Jesus “ Every knee must
bow, and every tongue confess.” With the Psalm.
ist they can say, “ Not unto us, O God, not unto
us; but unto thy name give all the praise.”—
« Clome’pear all ye that fear the Lord, and I will
declare what he has done for my soul. He has
taken me up out of the horrible pit, and out of
the miry clay, and established my goings.”

“Therefore they feel disposed to trust in him, and
in him alone, for he is their Shield and Buckler.
How reasonable, that we ‘should entertain such
views of God, when we feel how deeply we were
sunk in” the gulf of our own iniquities ; that we
were like a child cast out into the wilderness, and
left to the loathing of our persons, where there
was no eyeto pity, nor arm to deliver us. So
helpless and weak were we, that we could not
heip ourselves ; and, what is worse, we were igno-
rant 6f our dreadful situation,—for “ The heart is

all in the hands of the Lord, and T am glad that
it is so. Our congregations there are very large,
solemn, and attentive, The leaders among the
Methodists' in that region have a great deal of |°
trouble to prevent some of their members, from
coming to hear me preach; but their efforts ‘are
unavailing. T have been told by several of their
members that my preaching was a great comfort

—|to them, and I have been invited by several of

them to preach in their dwelling houses,” which I
am doing, every'time I go to Nettle Creek. - But
I hope the Lord will never allow me to preach in
such a manner as to please arminians. Fhe
Methodists in general, or at least, many of them
say, that the doctrme I preach, came from hell,

and will go there again. I believe that all the
Methodists who feel eoop dislike my preaching,

but there are those among them who say they
feel bad, and they are the ones'whe come to hear
me preach, and invite me to preach in their hous.

 deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,
and who can know it?” Not all the thunders of
the Sinai law, nor the letter of thie gospelcan make
him see his true state and condition until he is
quickened by the Holy Spirit: mor can all the
machinery of modern date awaken the dead sin-
fer, or bring him tolife. If all these things ut-

terly fail to quicken, some may inquire what will|

~ produce the effect. I answer, that voice that call-
forth a dead Lazarus; that voice that arrested a
persecuting Saul ; even that which Paul called
the power of God unto salvation unto eévery one
that believeth. That voice through which the
power is gwen to become the sons of God. If 1
have atight view of the subject, By grace we
are saved, through faith; and that not of our-
selves: it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest
any man should boast. »”  We are God’s workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto geod works,
which God hath pefore ordained, that we shiould
walk in them. Chuist is 2ll; and in all, to the|-
children of God: heis their Wisdom, Righteous-|a
ness, Justification and Redemption. ‘In view of
thé indissolable union of Christ with- his people,
the Apostle could with the greatest confidence
_challenge, “ Who shall separate us- from the love
of God which is in Christ Jesus 7 Let us then

3

€S,

Itisa great deal easier for me to preach to
people that feel bad, than to those that feel good,
for, The whole need not a physiciar, and I have
nothing elseto preach, but Christ the great Physi- ¥
cian.,
From your unworthy brother,

SAMUEL WELLIAMS.

From the Advocate and Monitor.

Brorazr JeweTT,—In receiving your August
mumber a few daysago, I see that Parson Bene-
dict has not replied to my letter, only 1 in an obligue
way through his letter to you. - It only remains for
me to reply to him through the same channel by
writing to you; unless 1 observe the taciturnity
and neutrality, he would so kindly impose on me.
Although you have promptly written nearly every
thing, that I care to say on the subject of your
correspondence, yet with your permission I will
offer a little more.

‘1 did not (as [ stated in my Iette1 to him) aim
at aeﬂeral historical faets, such as he was likely to
Gbtain from minutes, &c., but stated -such thmus
as he would not-in-all plobablhty gather from gen.
eral correspondence ; nor did I design any thing
beyond local -information, as he ‘had -correspon-)

says my address “isina turgid style, bordering on
the battering and bombast.” Now, Br. Jewett, had
I used the term Brother in my uddress instead of

¢Parsor;” to which he so much objects, and had I
said there was no difference  between the O. s,

and N. ’S.“B_aptists, but what could be put into a,
“nut shell,” that it ouglit to be waved between.us,

jand that'it was high time for the O. S. to cease

contending for the old unpopular ways, with a - re.
quest for 50 copies of his Bistory when published ;
then my letter would have been weighty and not
‘bombas;ic;’- clear and not ¢ turgid,” -conciliatory
and not ‘bantering,” and somnething could  have
been gathered from it. -Butalas! I unfortunately
used the term, the appropriate term, ¢ Parson y and
as you have very properly inferred, wrote 100 plain-

all such information as' ¥ gave him! He says,
“The matter of dispute is all in a nut “shell.”—

of the difference of opinion between’ the 0. S. &
N. S. Baptists!  And what is still more strange
and absurd, he says, seadl As to Baptism, all whom
I recognize as Bapists, are alike and all-agree.

As to their different Creeds, i is the least of my
trouble to obtain them. £ Strange course this,
something like = historian’s pretending to write a
nation’s history, without giving any attention to
its internal economy! What kind of a history
will this be? Do we not see fore-shaddowed a
sickly pandect- of Baptist history, with a ‘mnut
shell’ to obtain all difference of opinion‘ among
Baptists, and a swollen, half digested compliment
to set forth the acts, domcs, and efforts of the
“ many wise,” the “ many nob.e,” and the « many
mighty ;> their numbers, thexr discoveries, their

leﬂgious inventions, ms‘ututxons, genelal chanty
and great compromise with all ereeds and denom-:
inations
this?
greatly disappointed.
4.1 bave all along had great misgivings about thls
Work, that is te'be palmed on the world as a gene.-
ral History of the Baptists ; and my confidence is-
reduced to ¢ 5—8ths,” as the Parsen thinks fit to
expressit, of even a reasonable expectation.
Yet, brovher Jewett, after all i bas been my
wish to see the plain, weighty, scriptural objections
of the Old order of Baptists to the idol-institu-
tions of our duy, set forth in that forth coming
history ; but I now despair of it, and in liew
thereof expect only toseea few garbles, perver-
'sxons, and misrepresentations. Yet, after afl, I
rejoice -that there are yet some channels openy
thlouxrh which the Old order of Baptists can still
speak and be heard ; and while I have my pen in
band, I will offer a few conclusions, aphousms, or
truiams, at which I have arrived- by .a course of
pm}erfﬂl and faithful investigation of the subject

during the last ten years, which cannot be refuted.

so long as tlie authority of the worp o Gop i

‘admltted

i, The Lord’s way of calling, s ending,}'df-
rectmg and sustaining his true ministers, is fully

dents in the different patts of our state. But he

set forth in- his revéaled word, so that his - divine

ly for him ; besides, he orly has a “ nut shell”” for »

Strange notion indeed for a historian . to entertam

Shall we look for any thing beyond
Should it turn out any thing more I sha:ll be -
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course in these things may be plainly seen.”

ii. Modern missionaries in their efforts to evan-
gelize the world, _go contrary to the Spirit and. let-
ter of the Lord’s plan ; therefore, thelr course is
anti- scrzpfm al.

. Ifthey donot admu, that theu‘ course is an-
' tx-scnptura} they are bound to tell us what part
of the primitive church went out into a distinctin-
stitution to form rules and regulations,  devise
plans and meaus for carrying out -the commission
given to the Apostles; to call, hire, and send-out,
and to appoint to a particular place or work ; also,
what were then the rates of preaching,”i. e. how
much per sermon, month, or year, wus then given;
and how many remained at home or at school for
the want of employment or funds; and whether
the evangelizing of the world was then estimated
at 900 millions, or less.

iv. All know, that nothing of this kind can be
shown in the word of God; ther efore, all that can
be said in behalf of such a course of things, in
view of his word, is, that it is expedient_in this
day to adopt such plans and means—all of which
then degenerates into human expediency; or rises
into something superior to the Lord’s plan, anim-
provement upon it, I suppose, in their estima-
tion. : .

v. Not one instance can ‘%? adduced, in -which
the church of Christ was éver benefitted by al-
tering, or substituting any thing other than the
course or things the Lord has ordained. But very
much good has been done by throwing™ out such
things as have been instituted on man’s authority,
and rejecting such-alterations as have been made
for the sake of expediency ; which principle of]
expediency may be seen in-all the lineaments of

feels such obligation to be greater, than.if he had:
been hired at the highest ‘missionary " rates; 5 and
his going forth is more prompt-and energetic,  the|
less he can see of earthly cons1deratwns as.a
-\ moving cause.

4 GO YE INTO
AND PREACH

send out missionaries into all the world.

forth laborers.

ready -mind; not as relying on’ idol-institutions,

bat by faith in him who has said, * Lo, I am with

you.”

x. When the blessed Lord commissioned his

disciples to go and preach the gospel to every crea-

ture, he had a people among: all nations, that he
designed to bring in by the preaching of his word
At no
time since, has there been 'so general a gathering
and
preaching in the power and demonstration of the

in powerand demonstration of the Spirit,
of the people of God out of all nations:

Spirit, has been confined to comparatively a few,
since then.. Hence I infer, that . those to whom
the Lord has said, ¢ Go ye,” have not in his prov-
idence beeri sent so generally throughout the world
sinee’ the days of the Apostles; neither has a
similar providence been experienced by his minis-
ters ; ‘yet the Lord has'been with his chosen ser-|
vants, all the while, in directing them in his provi-

anti-christ, as filled. out by popes, bisheps, and
parsons, : \

vi, 'The érrors of the Roman Catholics, may
be most clearly seen by studying their abominable
institutions, for which there is no authority in the
word of God; likewise the errors of Protestants
are more clearly seen by testing their adventitious
instifutions by that divine word ; for religious er-
- ror must have its institutions and ordinances, as
well as truth.

yii.  If all the institutions of modern missions,
missionary plans, expedients and projects, with all
their modern course which have no authority in
the word-of God, were cast out, retaining all for
which their is such authority, modern missionaries
would find themselves on the very. ground now oc-
cupied by the Old order of Baptists, from whom
they have departed through their human plans, %
-stitutions, and devices ; which, as they multiply,
go further and further from the true way. '

The words % Go Ye” must come to the
hearts of the ministers, °not in word only, but in
power, in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurarice,’
so as to extort the cry, ¢ woe is me if I preach ot
the gospel;” (not what will/the society or church
give me to preach per trip or year.) Then nothing
but going by faith in the providence of God, and

-preaching his word, will satisfy the conscience and
preserve the peace of mind of such an one; who

viii. .

dence to those places and countries whére he
would have his gospel preached ‘in power and
demonstration of the Spirit,” whither he went be-
fore them.

. The gospel was preached on the Lord’
plan thlouo'hout the whole world, after the com-
mission was given ; but it was so dome under his
special care and providence ; and if his plan does
not carry it throughoutall the world nouw, it is be-
cause his power and mercy are not put forth to the
same extent, and not for the want of human pow-
er, human benevolence, and human institutions, as
modern missionaries would have us believe.
ever, none dare deny, that.the gospel under its
greatest general dispénsation, was withheld, at
particular times, from particular countries.

xil.
power of. man, but is yet ¢ the power of God,” and

lits goings forth are according to divine and not

human power. Nor have its spiritual blessings de-
generated into human berevolence ; ‘therefore it
still blesses ¢ with all splrlfual blessmgé, according
as the subjects were chosen in Christ before the
world began, and not.-éqcording to general benev-

olence. The blessings of the gospel are commu-

nicated, affer having been ¢ made sure to all the
seed,’ the elect or chosen seed ; not kaccording’ as

man»"s\pdwér,'wisd’om, or benevolence may devise,

A

ALL THE WORLD
"THE GOSPEL 70 EvERY
CREATU rE,” doesnot mean, thaf a partof the church
should go out into-an institution devised on man’s
authority and judgment, to call, prepare, hire and
But the
church is to pray ‘the Lord of the harvest to send
And when thé Lord says to any,
“ Go ye,” not.in word only, but ¢in power, in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance,’ then such la-
borers will go to the extent of his power, purpose
and mercy, in such a ease, even if it be unto the
whole world ; not for ¢ filthy lucre’ssake,’ but of a

1
How-

but accordmg to-the course. of God’s grace and

mercy on earth. ‘

xiii:-. We are told, that if we Walt for the op-

erations of Godis grace in this affair, the world
will not be evangelized. . Then I suppose, we are’
not to wait iz faith, praying unto the Lord to send

forth more laborers, and for putting forth his power -
and mercy according to the Divine plan, but must
devise plans of  our own, and carry - them ‘out by

human power put forth through' human institu-
tions, on the principle of gemeral, human benevo.

lence, at the cost of those millions and means;

that the scriptures know nothing eof. ‘

xiv. Thus we see, that the missionary .course
now pursued, is calculated to lessen our confidence
in the Divine plan, to.oppose the operatwn of faith
in the providence of God, and to beget idolatry of
heart in relation to the institutions and millions of
gold and silver, that have been breught into requi-
sition to subserve the world’s plan.. The ¢Golden
Calf” of Missionism has been fully set up, and
much idelatrous worship has been offered up to it.

xv. . Besides all the foregoing, the modern mis-
sionary spirit is decidedly Arminian in its course
and tendencies—is disposed to comprotﬁise with
‘all errors—is the bond of union for all the religious
shams and devices. It matters not to this spirit,
whether it goes forth through a Methodist, Presby-
terian, Episcopalian, Pseudo-Baptists, or Roman
Catholic, in evangelizing the werld. All unite in
their means of human power, gold and silver, put
forth through human institutions. Their machin-
ery may differ somewhat, but it is to be feared, that
the same spirit works them -all: Moreover, this
spirit has so little fellowship for the Lord’s way, so
little regard for world-displeasing truths, that it
seems to be on better terms with the world, than
with the unpopular truths of the Bible, which it
shows far more good will to pervert, than to de-
fend. Another characteristic of this spirit is, that
in its efforts toevangelize the world, it looks ' more -
to the world for help, than te heaven.

xvi. It is very strange to look back and see
hdw much opposition and what little help' primi-
tive ministers derived from the world, and how
much is now offered and given [professedly] for
such service ! ‘Surely it cannot be the same gos-
pel, butis ¢ another gospel,” that the world has fel-
lowship for, in like manner as have all its ministers.
xvil. ‘Take -particular, and unconditional elec-
tion, the predestination and effectual calling of
these, along with so many other things as most
modern missionaries are wont to take, from. the

The gospe! has not degenerated into th%gospel, and connect all 1ts blessings with time con-

tingencies, free agency, and moral power, and the |
world will find no fault therewith; neither will
Satan oppose a gospel of “this kind, but on the con.
trary, will espouse its cause, transform himself in-
to an angel of lxght and raise np missionaries in
all denominations to propagate it and bring all
this world’s availables to help it on.

xviit. - How yery differentis the 'Lord’s way
in such things! 1" how plain, and easy to be undet-
stood ! ¢ Pray ye therefore that the Lord of the
harvest would send forth laborers.” Q;I‘lus 18 our




. much’ assurance, we are ‘to fellowshlp the call; and

- did

. their moral machinery, arminian institutions, and

. to unite with the world en that subject, why,
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duty, a pIam one. And when the Lord says tola solemn truth aLd sweepmg commentary on-all only name glven “under. heaven, or smorng men,

a “ chosen vessel, ? « Go thou,” in power and.in
give all the assistance en_]omed in the word of 'Gbod
in helping such an one on his way, as the -provi-
dence of God méy direct. All such, but ne- oth-
efs, have a right to “ tithe the free ‘will offering”
of the saints, by preaching the plain word of God,
that makes plain our duty in such cases.  When:
the prophet complained that there was a deficiency
of meat in the house of the Lord, he taught
the. plain commandments of the Lord; but
not, as modern missionaries do, in yiew
of the remissness of the churches teward
their ministers, get up a human imstitution with
human plans and regulations to eﬁ'ect the object
in view. -
xix, It seems that the -missionaries With‘ all
millions of gold and silver will -turn the world
pharisaical at least; for the spirit of mission-]
1sm delights in all its kindred armiman institu-]
tions; and the-great general spirit of pharisaism
takes them all under its fostering care, casts aside
the Lord’s plan as to having his-gospel preached,
" and institutes another predicated on mundane
powers.
hand, forms an institution in its behalf and enacdts

faws more rigid and prohibitory, than those of the | S
Bible ; and were Christ now on earth, would, as

before, call him “a wine.biber and a glutton.”
Forthe very same spirit, that called him such
1800 years ago, is now on the earth, ready to re-
proach any who may make even a Bible use of
wine ; for it has said, that it is wrong touse it at
all!l  What if one should now eonvert 50 or more
gallons of water into wine at a wedding, and eat

It takes the subject of Temperance inj

the proud doings of.ancient or moﬂern pharisees, |

But how consoling the:thought' that every plant,

whichi our heavenly Father hatk planied, shall not
be rooted up ; and. that even now there are many
such ¢ trees of . rlo'hteousnuas, the planting of the
Lord, that he may be glorified.” Thus our “star
of hope still beams, night as it is.” True ¢ the
howl and wail of mighty winds is passing by” be.
fore the  deep tempestuous force” of which the
very church seems to tremble, as it were ;- but on-

it may scem, isonly “working to prescribed is
sues,”- that will strangely, mystericusly, and pow.
erfully subserve her spiritual interests, under ‘the

forces. .

Were it not for these . and similar conclus:o,ns,
my brother, * this mad world might have its way’
inall religious affairs. - But as thmcrs are, [ will
continue to speak out, feeble and unheeded as my
words may be. ‘

With sentiments of brotherly regard I remain,

Yours truly,
‘ J. M. WATSON.
Ot,‘t 3, 1843,

EDITORIAL,

New Vernesn, Jaw@mry 1, 1844,

CuzrisTiaN ExprrieNcE.—Experimental reli-
gion is becoming more and more unpopular, with
the work-mongeral religionists of the present
time. . Very little or nothing is said on thisall im-

and drink with publicans and sinners? Would
he not be called by the .temperance societies a
wine-biber and a glutton 7 'The Pharisees of old
affected to be offended at the lawful use of wine;
and they now do-the same thing, showing . plam;y
what spirit-they are of. : .

xx.. The different denominatiens go out of
their churches to unite with the world in a higher
grade of morality, as is enjoined in ifs temper- |
ance societies, than is enforced in their churches!
Thus pharisaism in her institutions affects to go be-
vond what the different denominations have in
their churches.

xxi. Are the Baptist, Methodist, and Presby
terian chuiches, formed and governed as is preten-
ded, by the word of God, so remiss on the subject,

of temperanee that one needs to go out of themieal to your pockets for the salvation of sinners|t

into a temperance . society in order to prac-
tice temperance? Or, if it be, as is said

institute a higher grade of temperance there, than
in the ehurch? Because I suppose, the church
is to be governed by the word of God, but the
temperance soeciety by the enactments of men,
which say it is wreng to use wine at all, Hotwith-
standing the Bible example to the contrary.

xxii. ¢ Every plant which my heavenly Father;

Ter harmonize.

{be found reiterating the words of Jesus; “Ye

portant subject in the discourses, or through the
| presses ‘of the modern fashionable professors of
religion. How true are the words of our Lord!
“Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” - The doc-
trine of Christ and the inventions of men can nev-
"The .worshippers of - mammon,
while they pretend to see a virtue in money, or
human works to save sinners from the wrath to
come, can entertain no just conceptions of the
value of a Saviour’s blosd and rightecusness, nor
of the absolute necessity -of the Spirit’s work in
regeneration.  For every one that can atthis day

must be born-again,” twenty, we présume, may be
found erying, Ye must give your substance for
the conversion of the world. If those who ap.
really believe the doctrine which they make their
unceasing theme, they cannot but regard regenera.
tion by the Spirit of God as an unimportant thing. '
Who thatbelieves what Daniel Dodge asserted a few
yearsago before the Philadelphia Asscciation, viz:

That our money may be invested in a stock that
will ensure in this life a hundred per cent, and in/
the world to come life everlasting, [! 1] can re.
gard the blood of Christ as. pessessing the only
‘power which can possibly save a guilty sinner from

- {taught them.

whereby we must’ be saved?  According to the
new religious theory, if a'man will give his money
to support the unscriptural inventions of profes:
sedly rehglous men, though it be to aid in opera.
tions in- open. hostility to the doctrine of Chust he
is considered pious, and if he will connect him.-
self with the various anti- scnptura] societies, he is
considered a suitable person for church member.
ship. If we are supposed to be wrong in this con-
clusion, we would desire to be informed when,

ly seemingly 'so, for her foundation. is” % deeper| where, and by whom any such person bas been
than the earth and higher. than the heaven.”—|rejected, -who has manifested a disposition to be
And all opposition to her, fearful and terrible as connected with any of the popular churches of

our age.
© Oneof the ple'lcaers of our acquaintance said,
when requested torelate his christian experience,

hand of HIM, who has set limits to ali opposing |that it was so long ago he had forgotten the par.

ticulars of it..  Another said,in a public discourse,,
that the ' notion entertained by some people that -
we must experience a certain exerclse or change,

of their souls, and added—¢ When Chrlst called
|Matthew he did not wait for any such change,
but immediately followed him. = Such are the sen.
timents with which the modern pulpits ring in re-
gard to the work of regeneration But christians
are not to be brow beaten out of what Ged has
They speak, (upon the subject of
| the new ‘birth, at- least,) what they do know, and
' testify what they bhave seen.

With what satisfaction do the children of God
from time to time, recall to mind the first exercis
ses of their mind  when quickened by the Holy
Ghost. They do not forget the time of the worm-
wood and the gall, their souls still have them inre-
memberance, therefore they have hope.

& In ,regulatirxg our subscription books we -
have dropped from our list some of our delinquent
subscrbers, among whom there may be some” who
have paid to our agents and who would ‘wish to -
have their papers continued ; such are requested
toadvise us of the fact, and all shall be made
right. - We havealso very  probably retained on
our list, some who wish to have their - subscription ‘
discontinued ; if so they will please inform .us
1mmed1ate3y, by returning this number, with' their
|naime and the name of their pos,t office,” and state
written on the margin and then wrapped up inan
envelope and directed to % Stens oF TEE TrmEs,
New Vernon, N. ¥.” Or, if this be inconvenient,
let those who wish their papers’ stopped, refuse to
tBke them out of their post office, and it will then
be the duty, according to law, of their Postmaster,
to inform us immediately. We hope, howeﬁer
that the number of those wishing to discontinue,
may be small and that each will feel the obligation
devolving on him, to sce that all -arrearages are
paid, at the time of discontinuing.

o From the  Baptist Record.” -
- “HISTORY OF THE BAPTISTS:
The Rev. David Benedict, Postmaster, Pawtue.

hath not planted shall-be rooted up,” still remains

eternal perdition, and the name of Jestis as the|

et, R, I., is about to.revise and publish the Hxstory

was a falsehood coined by satan to cHeat men out”
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of the Ba‘p}dsis in America and, througﬁbut theposed to the doctrine of total abstinence societies.

world,’in a large octavo volume of 600 pages oriSuch a

more, bound in cloth at $2,25 per copy—in leath.
er at 2,50, It will also be issued in numbers peri.
odically for those who prefer this form.

" The work will contain the substance of his

_with a continuation of all historical matters down
to the present time. = The History of' the various
sects of Baptists in the valley of the Mississippi,
will be written by the undersigned, by request of
Mr. Begedict. To give a brief sketch of every
association, a file of Minutes of each, or an out-
line in manuseript, is indispensible. . The writer
hus in his possession all from that seetion that has
been sent to Brother Benedict. But he would re-|
mind brethren in that field still to - furnish such
matter as is wanting to a complete, yet brief his.
tory of each association, and send it to him at his
residence, Rock Spring, 1llinois.

r

J. M. Prcr.”

- REMarEs.—After our solemn protest, in which
ve were joinéd by many of the Oid School
ptists, against having our history wrnitten for
ublication in the proposed history about to be pnb.
lished by Mr. Benediet, by John M. Peck, it ap.
pears by the above article that John M. Peck is

S,
r

paper, judiciously conducted, cannot fail,

we think; to do good.. The public mind requires
to be disabused upon the subject: .. The Polemic is
for. |a semi-monthly sheet, about’ the size of this papet.
mer work, published more than thirty years since,| Terms, one dollar per year, in advance.

Frez acenov! Mr. Sands of the  Religious

Herald, of Richmond, Va., has served ‘up to his

eaders pait of a sermon, said to have been deliv-

ered in South Carolina, by Wm. B. Johnson,
D. D., in which the doctor professes to have prov.
ed clearly that man is a free agent, and at the
same time, that God is a sovereign!! The logic
by which the doctor has attempted to prove both
sides of - this palpable parados, is this ;-

“In considering them seperé’cely, ea;ch_mail approve

SRIOUS DIFFICULTIES MAY ARISE. . From our inability o
econcile these two points, we may be tempted to reject the

one at the expense.of the other, or to reject both.”

Thus, although the learned doctor virtually ad-

mits that the two points are at antipodes with each

-actually employed by Mr. Benediet for the purpose
of writing “the history of the various sects” in.
cluding the Old School of course, “in the valley

of the Mississippi.” As much justice might be
expected if satan should ur ke to ‘chronicle
“the history of Christand his gospel. A more
unsuitable person could not be bribed for all the an.
ticipated proceeds of Mr. Benedict’s speculations.
Mr. Peck cannot give a true acéount of the Old
School Baptists, without contradicting what he
has formerly published of them, and of this fact
Mr. Beredict is duly advised. After all his pre-
tended fairness we would not be surprised if even
the “ Address of the Old School Baptists,” which
was adopted by a large meeting at Black Rock,
Md., setting forth the reasons which impelled us to
withdraw our fellowship from those Baptists who
had left the ancient faith and order of our denom.
~ ination, should be withheld from his pretended his-
tory. |
Mr. Benedict informed us by letter that it was
hisintention to publish the history of our order
as compiled by Old Scheol Baptists; should he do
thiswe will not complain. But to employ a
man whose calumny has been wantonly uttered
. again and again, against our order, and as fre.
quently refuted ; and that too after being advised
of the facts in the case, is sufficient to establish
‘the character of his publication. v
We commend to the perusal of our readers, the
letter of brother Watson, on page four. It isa
well written and able production; his twenty-
two specifications of differance between the old &
“new orders of Baptists, cannot be gainsayed.

i

i

“Tuz Poremig” is the title of a paper published
at Wilmington, Delaware, by Elder A, Barle, “de-
voted chiefly. to free discussion.” We have re.
ceived the first three numbers, which are well filled
with sound arguments in favor of the Bible as 2
complete and perfect rule to the children of God
on the subject of temperance ; it is of course 0p-

other, yet he contends that they must be reeeived
and believed by those fiee agents who cannot re-
concile them, and the way to do this thing is t6 be-
lieve them one at a time, as it is beyond our ca-

pacity to believe both at the same time.

The mode of proving that man is ‘a free agent
s as queer as that of disposing of the glaring in-

consistency of his theory :—

3

Not free, what proof could they have given sincere,

Of true allegiance, constant faith and lave,

Where only what, they needs must do; appeared,

Not what they would ; what praige could they receive ?
What pleasure I frotn such obedience paid, -
When will and reason, (reason also is choice,)

Useless and vain, of freedom both despoiled,

Made passive both
Not me.”

, had served necessity,

Ergo, the doctor draws the conclusion that this

world must be peopled with free agents, or with ab-
solute slaves; bound fast in the chain of fate, of
absolute incompetancy to deliver himself from its

ron mandate. What a fine thing it is to be =

doctor! Truly these things are hidden from babes,
and sucklings, and revealed to doctors !

Hereafter we will attempt to prove that such a

thing as a free agent cannot possibly exist in heav-
en, earth or hell,
Jree, could not be accountable to God, nor to any
other pdwet, for their conduet; and if free, they

Angels, men or devils, to be

are not amenable.” Agens, when the term is ap-
plied to any created being or thing, signifies an ac-
tor for, or in reference t;z),/another; he cannot be
free and at the same time an agent,

MOORE’S LETTERS CONTINUED.
' LETTER IX.

Kapawu :—Having seen that the mercy of God
cannot be reconciled to the doctrine of condi-
tional salvation, we will now bring it within the
view of his divine pre.science, and enquire how
far it will bear a comparison with this delightful
perfection of the supreme Sovereign of heaven

and earth, By the divine pre-science, we under-

stand that perfection of the pure nature by which
the Lord is qualified to comprehend the vast ocean
of his immense glories, in all their divine fulness,
extent, and harmony ; and consequently he must.
be:qualified to comprehend ‘the state and situation
of all his créatures in heaven and earth, so com-
pletely that their present state and final end must

|be known with a certainty that can never be frus-
trated by any law of his nature, nor any act of

his sovereign will : nor will it help the cause of
conditional salvation to say, he may, but will' net
see the final end of all his creatures, since we have
already proved that all with him'is one eternal
now. And should we once admit thatall his own
perfections and purposes are not continually before
him, we may with equal propriety conclude that
none are, unless we can suppose that he ‘can sus-
pend the operation of any orall of hisdivine petfec. -
tions, and call them into action again at his pleas-
ure : and if he can suspend the influence of any
divine attribute, he may by the'same rule suspend

. {them all, and finaily cease to be, altogether, A
itself toevery mind ; but in attempting to reconcile them 4 d rally cease ; g

supposition that the mind starts from with trem-
bling horfor. And from this unchangeable knowl-
edge, it must follow that the salvation of all. his
saints is continually before him; nor is it possi-
ble that’ any thing can render that contingent
which his divine pre-science has made certain : it
therefore follows that the doctrine of conditional
salvation cannot be true: “ All things stand na-
ked and open to the eyes of him with whom we
have to do.” Heb. iv. 18; 2 Chronicles xvi;, 9';
Zechariah iv. 10. The doctrine of conditionai .
salvation, while it supposes that the final end of all
things is not within the divine pre-science, oper-
ates to the final destruction of that religious
respect that the Lord claims:® as his sover-
eign prerogative. - Thou shalt worship the Lord

thy God, and him-only shalt thou serve.” Matt.
|iv. 10.  And moreover, we are told that the true

worshippers worship him in spirit and in truth.

But why should we pray unless we believe he
knows our wants? And why fly to his throne in
time of danger and distress, unless we believe he
knows our situation, and is able to afford the re-
lief wanted? ~ Universal conditional salvation
therefore cannot be true, sirce it stands epposed to
the divine pre-science, and goes to leave it quite un-- -
certain to God himself, whether any of the human
family will be saved or not ; “after all the displays -
of his sovereign mercy to alost world. It contra.,
dicts the whole current of divine revelation, and .
drives the wretched to final despair, - sceing it
leaves it quite uncertain whether his distress is
known to God’ or not, since he may or may not.
know the situation in which he stands ; yea, may
have no knowledge of his circumstance whatever.
And it will admit of some doubt, if we deny the
absolute certainty of the divine pre-science, wheth.
er wicked men may not take the liberty to sin,
since there is a possibility that their crimes may
escape the divine scrutiny.  As there is an uncer-
tainty as to the final end, why not the same as to
the present state 7 we may therefors conclude, that
a system that stands thus opposed to the
divine glory, contradicts' his word, leaves the
wretched to despair, and may encourage the wick-

-|ed presumptuously to sin, cannot be of God. -And

if the divine pre-science is admitted, it is equally
impossible that the doctrine of conditional salva-
tien can be true. *

* May the Lord teach you to believe that his eyes
are ever on'you, and that all your wants are be.
fore him ; and from his gracious hand may you al-
ways find a rich supply of all the blessings neces-
sary to the life that now is, and to that which is to
come. : '

" Tam yours, R
S " Most affectionately, &c.
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-Fra;zklin, Warren co., 0., Dec. 6,*18453;

. Dear sroTHER BEERE :—Having to write fo.you on bus-

" iness, I have concluded to send you the following lines cofn-
“ posed by brother Joseph Tapscott, which are at your: dis.
posal. : :

SAMUEL WILLIAMS.

"Through treubles and sorrows, T here have to go,

. Ease of body, and comfort of mind, seldom know ;
But coldness and hardness and darkness of mind
Are truly my lot the most part of my time.

In this wilderness, now almost thirty years )
Since I saw myself lost, I have travelled in fears;
And oft been molested by fierce beasts of prey,
Yet has Judah’s vLiox still guarded my way.

My heart so deceitful, so proud, and so vain,
Circumspection of life I cannot attain ;
‘With light conversation T'm daily beset,
Under trials, I’m prone 1o repine and to fret. -

Like Jonah, I think I do well to complain,

Then I have strong fears that P’m not born again;
Was 1 born of God, it appears then to me,
Resigned to his will, T at all times would be.

To my room like a dungeon again I'm confined,

- Half distracted with pain, all confused in my mind,
If to thy holy temple, O God, Iwould look,

""The foe then suggests ** The Lord has thee forsook.”

If [ strive to go forward, I can’t see Him near,
If backward I go,’tis approaching despair;

If on my Beloved I strive for to lean,

Unbelef, the white devil, will creep in between.

- But why thus indulge in my grief, and eomplais ?-
Through great tribulation, the cfown we shall gain ;
Iy chosein the furnace,-I there must be tried,

And, bless his dear name, be there purified.

Is it so, does the Lord in his goodness design,
By his rod, me to humble, my soul to refine ?

The thought seems to cheer me, my hope seems to bound,i

My heart seems.to melt and the tears do run down.

J now chide my heart, that the Lord would distrust
And own my afflictions are needful and just,

That he for my profit a ** needsbe,” hath seen,

_And feel they are light, when commpared with my sin.

My soul, then take courage and trust in his graes,
His love is the same, though he hideth his face,

. To those it is'given, on Christ to believe,
For his sake to; sallsuch he re,ceiwis.

Now in tribulation I feel to rejoice, .

‘With his people to suffer affliction, my choice;
“"Though to walk on the water oo weak and - afraid,
But when Christéholds my hand, Ifind I can wade.

« Ye poor and afflicted, then trust in the Lozrd,
His promise and oath do secure your reward ;'
Though we believe not, yet he faithful remains,
Yesterday, t#day, and forever, the same.

‘O Zion, thy God is thy refuge and strength ! .
His love! who can tell of itsbreadth and dts length ?
From everlasting it is, (who-ean it comprehend ?)
Unto everlasting, and world without end.

When through the dark valley-of death you must go,

You need fear no evil, he’ll guide you safe threugh ;

His rod, and his staff, you to comfort, await ;
 And, precious to him is the death-of his saints.

Though the earth from its centre removed, may be,
And mountains be hurled to the midst of the sea,
The waves thereof roar and swell with the shock,
Yot Zion is safe on Christ Jesus -her Rock,

And wken the last trumpet -all nature shall shake,
And the strong voice of God the dead shall awake,
And heaven and eagth pass away at his nod;

With Christ, the sathts’ life is still safe, hid in God.

The bride now looks for him, he soon will appear
With angels attended ; thetime’s drawing near
"Then the redeemed millions with him shall ascend
And with him reign forever and ever, AMgN.

3

T would not Tive alway.”

*-T would not live alway ; I ask notto stay,
W here storm after storm rises dark o’er the way;

SIGNSIOF THE TIMES.

The few lurid ’morhings that dawn on ‘us here
Are enough for life’s wdes, full enough for its cheer.

I wouldnotlive alway, thus fettered by sin, °
Temptations without, and corruption within :

E’en the rapture of pardon is mingled with-fears, -
And the cup of thanksgiving with penitent tears.

. I would not live alway, no, welcome the tomb,
-Since Jesus hath lain there, I dread not its gloom,
Then sweet be my rest till he bid me arise
To hail him in triumph, descending the skies.

Who, who would live alway, away from his God,
Away from yon heaven, that bhssful abode, o
Where the rivers of pleasure flow o’er the bright plains,
And the noontide of glory eternally reigns ?

Where the saints of all ages in harmony meet
Their Savior and brethren, transported to greet,
‘While the anthems of rapture unceéasingly roll,.
And the smile of the Lord is the feast-of the soul.

OBITTART,

Pleasant Grove, Lunenburg co, Va., Dec. 5, 1843.
Drear sir:—1I have 'the painful task to say to you that
my friend, and neighbbr, Wirniam Tromson died, on
Monday, Nov. 27th.,about one o’ clock. He was about
72 years of age. He has left a widow, Mrs. Frances
Thompsun, and family, to mourn and grieve for the loss ‘of

fspcllal{ind husband and humane master. He had no
child, but he had a train. of connexions and friends to la-

ment their loss. A better:man, we think, never lived here ;
he was one of the oldest. members in old Mehernin chuich,
but said he could not stand the doctrine, and had with-

dliawn from them.: - He was a great lover of your papér, the
.31 Signs of the Times; I have seen him .shed many tears
‘t while reading them. = He 8aid the truth he loved, and there

He could find it, and in kis Bible. Hisillness lasted about
five or six weeks, and when he was taken down, he said he
should never get up again, and was willing-to go if it was
jhis Master's will. He-dreaded nothing after death,. His
| disease was a stroke of the pilsey. :

If you.think proper to place any of the zbove in the

| Signs, do so, in a form that my: suit .you. - A more pious
{man’s name I think never was placed in your paper; he

loved the truth and the gospel. .
I.am yours respectfully, &e. . K
JOHN EUBANK.

ORDINATION. '
) Derbyville, 0., Dec. 6, 1843.
Broruer Brese :—On the fourth Lord’s.day in Novem.
ber, brother Asa Ellis, - of the Paint Creek church, was

" [ordained to all the functions of the gospel ministry, by the

laying.on of the hands of the presbytery, consisting of
Elders Moore, Reeves, Baker, and Ambrose, who were

‘| called by the churchfor the purpose. It was an interest-
{ing. time; brother Ellis is a promising young ‘man, a
| preacher of the Lord’s own making ; the gospel he preach-

es is the best recommendation we can give.
GEORGE AMBROSE.

BRBCBREES.

Col. Barvey Cadwell,

N. Y. &2 60

Peter L. Travis, “ 1 00
Nathan Slawson, s 100
Doct. G. W. Beal, ¢ 5 00
Noah T. Terry, ke 200
Mrs. Howell, & 100

<1 W, H. Uptegrove, ) 4 160
Gabriel Everett, (omitted before;) Pa. 109
John Carson,- s "5 .80
Abner Doty, b 100
‘| Rudolph Rorer, Va.. 160
4 Elder A. Booten, for J. M. Pearson, o 100
F. W. Thornton, Ky. 6 00
Elder Thomas P. Dudley, “ 10 00
Elder 8. Williams, 0. 3 00
Amos Williams, Bsg;, 1L 6 00
A. Eastland,* M. 500
Elder C. Spydam, N.J 3 00
Total, $55 00

01 Kaufman, Samuel Williams ; and brethren Joseph Tapscott,
0 Zépheniah Hart, Richard A. Morton, John Taylor Joseph

BESE OB A EBRESe.

The ‘fyollow'ing é.gents are duly'aixthorised to" colleet,
receipt and transmit to the editor all. moneys dueto'the
Signs of the Times:— "~ = . .
Mamwe.—Elder Philander Hartwell, Wm. Eustice, John
Bailey . : .
New Haupsuire.—Joel Fernald.
Massacnuserrs.——David Cole, David Clark. .
Connecricur.—Elder A. B Goldsmilh, William Stanton,

" | William N. Beebe. )

New Yorx.—Elders G. Conklin, Reed Barritt, Thomas
Hill, Ephraim Crocker, Martin Salmon, J, D. Wilcox, Nich-
olas D. Rector, D. E. Jewett, D. Platt, Charles Merritt ;
and brethren L. L. Vail, J. Vaughn, Thomas Faulkner, -
Cornelius Shons, Wm. Murray, Doct. Wmi. B. Slawson,
Cornelius Hogaboom, Amos . Hart, Lemuel Eatle, Gideon
Lobdell, Clement West, Samuel C. Lindsley, Charles Wood-
‘ward, James Robinson, T. Bishop, Samue!l Mecad, Wm.
Sharp, Jacob Winchel, Jun:, A. A. Cole. Lo .

New York ¢ity—Samuel Allen, [70 Lispenard street.}

New Jeesey.——Elders” Christopher Suydam; James C.
Goble : and brethren Peter Hoyt, Jr., Georgé Doland, Col, '
Win. Patterson, Wm. Drake, Jonas Luke, Henry Stutts
J. B. Rittenhouse. ’ - ;

PexssyLvania.—Elders - Hezekiali- West, - Zoph
Pasco, Eli Gitchell, Henry Rowland, William. St
and  brethfen Wilmot Vail, . Nathan ~Green
Arnold Boleh, J.Hughes, J. W. Dance; John Cars¢
drew Liynn, Wm. H. Crawford, [cornerWillow and Sey
streets, Philadelphia,] Barnard VanHorn; James We
George Hearsack. S v e

Derawasre—Elders Thomas™ Barton,
Samuel Meredith. ‘ o el

MaryLawp.—James Lowndes, Baltimore, Lewis F7 Klip.
stine, Wii. Selman, James Jenkins, Herod Choate.

Distaicr or Corumsia~-A. MeIntosh, Washington city.

Virginia~—Elders Samuel Trott;, William Mazvin,
Thomas Buek, Daniel T. Crawford, William . C.. Lauck,
Wm. W. Covington, Jacob Keller, ¥..T.. Webh, Robert C.
Leachman, James | ; and brethren Charles Gullatt,
Esq., James Wi *Wm. Costin, Cyrus Goede; A. R.
Barbee, John Tripleit, M. P. Lee, Wm. Trenton, James B.
Shackleford,; Isazc Hershberger, Stearling Hillsman, Israel
Curry, C. Hallsclaw, Joseph Furr, Solomon Bunton, Wm.
Forsee. ’ - o R

Norti Carorini.—L.B. Bennétt. .

Sovtn Caroriva—Theron Barle, B. Lawrence, Esq.

Georeia.—Elders James Henderson, Joseph J. Battie,
Wm. Abbott, J. Baniell, C.. A. Parker, J. W. Turner;
and-brethren A. Preston, J. Holmer, George Leeves, R.
McKindly, Jethro Oates.

ArsBama.—Elders B. Lloyd, Jesse Schrivaer ;-and breth: -
ren Baker Roberts, Wm. Melton, Robert Newton, A. Buck-
ley, Jesse Lee.

Mississiper.—Joseph Barrett, Alfred Eastland, James Lee

Tenvessee.~—Elders John M. Watson, M. D., Geerge R.
Hoge; and brethiren William Braton, Esq., A.. Compton,
Wm. Anthony, J. L. Palmer, J. Harper, Albert Moore:

Kentucky.—Elders Thammas P. Dudley, Samuel Jones,”
Joseph Cullen, Jordan H. Walker, Wm. Gosney, John Der-
ris, Peyton 8. Nance; and . brethren A.  VanMeter,
John Gonterman, James M. Clarkson, Esq., John- Larew,
James Gains, Esq., Sanford Connélly, Henry C. Catlett,
James Martin, Chares Mills, K. Williams, - L. Jaeobs,
John Knight, J. M. Peague, Wm. Hosmore, F. W. Thorn-
ton, H. Klect, Esq., Wa1. Manning, J. Duval, M. Lassing,
John M. Theobles. ’ : .

Missourt.—Elders A. Patison, Henry Louthan, Morton
Brown, William Davis, Thomas P. Stephens, R. Owings,
David Lencx, George Clay; and brethren ThomasJ. Wright.

C. Gregory, Joseph Thorp, Wm. Thorp, John Rothwell, -
R. R. Reynolds, Stafford Mc Gee, G. W. Zimmerman,
Wm. H. Walles. N N

. Ivriyors—Elders Thomes H. Owen, Eljjah Bell, Bev.
erly B. Piper, 8. 1. Lowe; andbrethren Charles.S. Morton,
Xsq., Nicholas Wren, James Ticknor, James J. Bennett,
I Brisco, Maj. John Strickler, Michael Soveredge.

Inprana.—Elders Wilson Thempson, David Shirk, John
Liee, John W. Thomas, A. Baker, H. D, Banta, R. Riggs,
M. W. Sellers, Benjamin Parks, John Case; and “breth-
ren John Harigrove, Jameson Hawkins, Abram’ Hauser,
George Anderson, . Asaph Webster, Esq., Peter Caress, L.
Mellett, Cloud Bethel, James Fisher, Wesley Spitler,
Jonathan Davis. -

Onto.—Elders Lewis Seitz, Eli Ashbrook, Daniel Rob-.
erson, George Ambrose, Samuel Hendershot, Christian

Lemﬁell 4HaH,‘ U

Humphrey, Wm. Kirkpatrick, B. B. Dubois, Isaac Sperry,
J. Taylor, Jacob Hershberger, I. T. Saunders, BEllis Miller,
Esq., Benjamin Truex, Bsq., Samuel Drake. -

Msczrean.~—Eld. James P. Howell; and Archibald ¥
Murray, James 8. Dean, Amos Holmes, Esq.

JTowa Terrrrory.~Eld. Joseph H. Flint, W M. Morrow.
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S v'FGR "I;HE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
Mouni Pleasant, Va., December 27, 1843, ‘
BAR BROTHER Bresm:—AsI feli my heart

the mediam of the Signs of the Times, under the
- ideaof a general epistle.

And hereby I write to the Brethren scattered
abroad in Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana,
Ohio, Ma:?land, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
New Jersey. Elect according to the foreknowl.

glbwmg -with love for the dear brethren and sis-|you, that vou should contend earnestly for the
ters ‘where I have been journeying the two years|faith which was once delivered-to the saints, and
past, I have concluded to ‘address them, through|that you carefully and prayerfully search the scrip-

your bedy and in your spirit which are his: for as
a manifestation of His glory he bath chosen you
wn Christ before-the foundation ‘of the world, that
you shouid be holy and without blame before him
inlove: having predestinated you unto the adop-
tion of children by Jesus Christ unto himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will; to the
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath
made yeu accepted in the Beloved. Brethren, you
are not the children of the bond-“'roman,_ but of
the free ; stand fast therefore in the liberty where-
with Christ hath made you free, and be not en-
tangled with the yoke .of bondage, either of Juda-
ism, or the modern popish inventions. I exhort

tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life,
and they are the only sure guide in faith and prac-
tice. You know it is written, that whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, bath not God ; he that abideth in the doc-
trine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the

and that of God, for dear brethren, Greater #°'He
that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
Now, dear breil]ren, I am admonished by my
little ‘sheet to draw to a close, having said a few.
things according to the word of God, for the com-
fort and encouragement of the despised followers
of the Lamb, that youin all your trials, tribila.
tions, and temptations, have the precious assu-
rance that from the fulness of Christ, all we have
received grace for grace. =By grace are we saved,
How precious did that grace appear, the hour"'jyive
first believed :— - -
"T'was all of his grace we were brought to obey,
While others were suffered to go :

The road which by nature we chose as our W\zay,
Which leads to the regions of wo.

Farewell, brethren in Christ, the Lord be with
you all, Augx.

THOMAS BUCK, Jx.

- ks . .
T FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMESy, . -«

Near Fairfar C. H., Va., Dec. 18, 1843, -

Brorupr'Bresr :(—The day i’rf which wé live -

presents many things of an alarming character ;

#0d the Father, through sdnctification of Son. I there come an unto you and bring not S : B Mreatiel
edge of Godthe Father, through sdneti - v ) & but the Lord knows how things - will.terminate

the Spirit’ unto obedience, and s rinkling of the|this doctring, receive him mnot into your house,|’ ; _ N
bloo&if J esri: Christ : Gr,ace unt?) you, ;nd peace| neither bid him:God speed, for he that biddeth him tIk'lhere s;et?ds to ije‘)/ry'fgw dwh?tgl‘fhtra\feumg :
be multiplied.” God speed is partaker of hi vil deeds. Take b e. g‘;lo 0' fwa};;’ com’: ,{ef (;: . ft“;{e Igv;eat, ou h-
Dearly Beloved in tbe Lord,—I cannot flatter|heed, br@fhrenz;lestﬂ there be ifnany of you an evil erw FOFPIO gisb:?j‘:ll;mg‘o dBl‘ls : anyd who
- pySelf that T shall.everagain see yout faces in the| heart of unbeliaf, in departing from thé Tiving od.: _f;ndc’??.o' ﬁ:{ Ok: e nd:xs lSne aplisishayedep ax‘-’;
fiesh; I am now in the sixty.seventh year of my‘ But exhort one another daily, while it is called to- e' 'tmfnxd d i‘:t. y-ax f‘?“}; T ral 2
age, and for the last two months have been much day, lest any of you be hardened through the de- fpl:: st;.n octm;es 0» .ew_sf. y esgldr ug ;(zlzp‘pea;
afflicted with asthma and infuenza combined, so|ceitfulness of sin: for God hath givea unto you| © P t0e greates enemies ° the ‘»‘ €L ol
=, . , . T . Baptists that we at this time have to contend
thatI have  been prevented from travelling much|exceeding great and precious. promises, that _by ith.  But let t be disee d f 5 kno
from heme @ but the blesses gospel of the grace of| these you might be partakers of the divine nature, :;l t;h u. eb uts nol. ; 1scozrage ’ Q? vx(rie. nfg’
- God is as dear to mo as ever, and nothing is more|bkaving escaped the corruption that is in the W(ﬁ‘ld E.i. t.efre 8 tu ah m; jloc: r.ecogmz;a ' mThe
- delightful when my gracious Master is pleased to| through Iust. And, God willing more abundantly ;flipi .uu;s,'t;l? ftw}?in ne .pioirilszshapp }"I ©
'grant his presence, than ¢o feed the' lambs and|to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability ITA{E _].S axt s l(:t ': lf:om;s?s, and ¢ é ;]V.h cau]se
out to them the gracious promises|of his counsel, coufirmed it by an ocath, that by|%. ?m%? (l)dw:j Oii ir ’101 good to hls i‘fopi
e them on their pilgrim.|two immutable things, in which it was impossible t'i we shoul > .pe‘““pc“ eL‘ unto ceath, t rough
he present time|for God to lie, you might have a strong consola-| '€ supporting grace of .GOd’ “_“,3 shall be sus?amed. ;
de‘f"sion. For tion, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the Let us therefore bear with patxe‘nce all th_e trials we
t not|hope set before you. Therefofé, brethren be not rnay have to e“?_"‘?““?“ km,w“_]g that i we are
Christ’s, unto us it is given, on his behalf, not only

:\Seon shaken in mind, nor be troubled, for if God )
9 3 . " e . ) . .
to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.

be for you, who can be against you: be strong in
; S - 2 is rmiaht . eeg | et us therefore rejoice that we are counted worthy
the Lord, and ia the power of his might; put on - -

o

sheep, holding

S
¢
£

of the gospel

0 eacourag

p

oustess, -have not submitted . . - .
; . : 1. | to suffer for his sake, - Let us sider him
Byt 7| the whole armeur of God that you may be able ! ake. - Let v consia m who

endured such contradiction of sinmers against him-
- self, lest we be weary and faint in our minds,—
i O rf L P SR N .
‘ o . . . ¢ doctrine o rist will never be received b
through| ties, against powers, against the rulers of darkness hh fé lc h b "fd Ch " e ? : Z bce ¥e ; i
= & R . - - 3 sy e -
L . in high| 2 fooush buiiders; by them it will be rejecte
E ¢ spiritval wickedness in high!" . Tl .
and despised; for it is a stone of stumbling and a

¢ take unto you the whole armour k of ofi ‘o th b Bl b d
: there.|of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the| 07 O otence fo them that stumble at the word, >

minds by way of remem.|evil day, and having done all to stand. Stam/i be%ng SISOb;d}ezt’ The;e;antodaés,‘o ;hey WzreLapci
berance ; as you know that your body is the tem.|fost in one spirit with one mind, siriving together potued, ut Ry Oe Ov.e rotbren, ¢ e: >

ple of the Holy Ghost whieh is in you, which ye|for the faith of the gospel. And in nothing terri- has: not appou‘ned us unto wrath, blft to.obta;n sal-
have of God, and you are not your own, for ye fied by your adversaries, which is to them an evi.|vation through our Lord Jesus Christ, if we have

are bought with a price; therefore glorify God 'in|dent foken of perdition, but to you, of salvation, been taught by his Spirit to kinow .ous

for you,|tostand against the wiles of thedevil, for we wrestle
1

ainst flesh and blood, but against principali.

I

od hathipota
t

“uth, |in this world, agains
t

3o nlaces ¢ o for
hear that the|piaces; wiSrefor

children of the kingd

fore Istirup your pur
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poor, lost, condemned, and helpless sinners, and to
give up all hopes of being saved by our own works
and by faith to receive Christ as the only Way,
Truth, and Life.. ' -

When 1 compare the experience of those who

have seen themselves utterly lost and helpless of

themselves, with the scriptures I am constrained to
believe them to be the only people that know and

love the truth : but when T compare the testimony |

of those who profess to have been converted at
protracted meetings, with the testimony of those
whom the Lord has called by his grace, I am con-
strained to consider them as poor deluded souls. * I
had a conversation with one who professed to have
been converted at a'camp-meeting of the Radical
Methodists. She seemed quite exalted, and at
first seemed to talk very well; but in speaking of
the way in which she believed sinners are to be
saved, she was altogether in the dark: she said
they must work for religion the same as e work in
our corn fields for corn! 1 told her that there had
been no disposition in any natural creature, since
the fall of man, to seek after the Lord. I left her
after telling her that we must be brought "to_see
ourselves lost: - I have since heard that an Old
Fashioned Baptist passed by her house, on which
occasion she said, * Away with you, Old Schoo}
Baptists; don’t" bring your doctrine here.”—
Trom this we may see that the experience and
{aith of the two are altogether different, and in
opposition to cach other. ‘Those whom the Lord
has called by his grace from darkness into his mar-
veloas light, and those whose carnal passions have
been wrought upon, can never unite.
" . Brother Beebe, this is the first I ever aitempted
to scribble for publication. Isend iito you. such
asitis. Do with itas you please. I would have
written something for the Signs long ago, but, be-
ing a’poor scholar, I feared that I might do more
* harm than good. Tam connected with the -Old
School Baptist church at Pleasant Valley, Fairfax
co., Va., with which church I have had to suffer
much, from unreasonable persons, who have gone
out from us. I sometimes foel glad that T am per-
mitted to suffer persecution. Iam not ashamed
{0 own the doctrine of the Old School Baptists, for
I believe it is everlasting truth, and will ultimate-
ly triumph over all opposition. :
Dear brother, myself and cempanion have been
called to feel and mourn the loss .of one of our
children ; a daughter aged 8 years, 11 months, and
26 days.

illpess of about nine days ; caused, as we suppose,
by poisorn.
meeting at. Mount Pleasant. I had made prepar-
ation to go to meeting, not knowing how low she
was, but on examining, we were surprised to find
her so near her end. I hastened to the Court House

. Qur es_teemé(i brothe,r, Elder Trott, pféach"“ed to|

uson the occasion, from the cheering words in
Hebréws xii., part of the 5th, tqgether with® the

16th verse. The subject, 1 trust, will be‘long’ re-

membered by myself and family. ’
g1 wish you or brother Trett to give your
views on 1 Timothy, ii. 4. - '
A LLOYD KIDWELL. -

* YR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

BroTnrr Brees :—In co%}templétingthé strong
holds of error to which rational beings ave contin-
aally prisoners, I am almost led to conclude that the
strongest fetters which bind the human mind have
heir origin in a wrong application and wisunder-

standing of the scriptures. Those who are dead

in trespasses and sins, imagine themselves secure

ander theadamantinesiab of the ten commandments,
which I do not believe Bas ever sheltered them,
either by its injunctions or requisitions ; for Jesus
became the end of the law for rig‘nte'ousness te
them that believe, and hath by one offering forever
perfected all them that are sanctified. There is
an unspeakable beauty in comparing spiritual
things with spiritual things, and beholding the
truth as it isin Jesus. I trustI have learned by
the mysterious leadings of the Spirit, that truth 1s
the only strong tower wherein the saints of the

Most High can rest secure from’ the assaults of '

sin or floods of false doctrine. 'The decalogue was
given exclusively to national Israel, and its dura-
tion, in letter, was througﬁt‘)ut their generations; and
was predictivein all its requirements, and was cou-
pled with the prophets until John, ‘whose mission
was to point unto him in whom both the law and
the prophets should concentrate.

"THe burden of prophecy from Adam to Zecha-

The demands of the law being perfect, holy, and
spiritual, predict the righteousness of Christ being
imputed tu those who are born of his Spirit : hence
Jesus quotes from the law, and he doubtless knew
the use of it, saying, “ Thou shalt love the Lerd

thy God with all thy might, with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength.”  On this prediction, or dec-
laration of Jekovah, hangs all both law and proph-
ets: and hath he spoken and shall it not stand
fast 7 yea, verily. 'Then, as the letter of thé law
was given to fleshly Israel, and restricted to their
generation, so the holiness which the latter re:

Qhe was taken from us very suddenly,|quires is wrought in none other  than spiritual Is-
on Saturday the 21st of November last, after an rael, by

their Head, who identified himself with
us 1n the flesh, possessing power to meet the strong-

Her death occured on the day of our|est demands of death, and take up his life again:
. . . . . .« . - LYYy I > 3
and has identified us with himself, in spirit, and}'© derive from the cou

hath made us partakers of eternal life, together
with his divine righteousness. It is as inconsis-

tent with trath to attempt to establisi#e righteous-

to procure some article for her ; but before I re-|Dess before God, by practising the Mosaic code, as

turned she had breathed herlast. 'This was a very

it would be to resort for salvation {rom the death

unexpected stroke upon us, but it seems that the|passed upon us in Adam, to the burning of sacri-

Lord is admonishing us by repeated afflictions
that this world is no
our trials.ate wor

g for our good.

fices, and predictions of a Saviour to come. But

t our home. I hope that all our righteousness'\must excged that of the Seribes

and Pharisees, or we cannot be saved.

'l?hén 16t us receive the law aud the prophefs as
‘God’s witriesses 3 the latter testifying of the” sui-
| ferings, death; and resurrectioni of his Son ;,thg
‘former; of his-imputed iighteousness to his saints ;
‘for hie worketh in us, both'to wi‘ll'\and” to do. The
‘whole record that God hath. given “of his Son, T~

A conceive to be for the special instruction of his
lsaints. 1 once thought that the Bible was givenr

unto the world, by the kindriess and condescensioty
of Jehovah; asa kind- of probationary ‘standard,
around which all-intelligent ereatures might, by
the exertion of their natural powers, rally for safe-
ty and salvation. Bat I. have learned otherwise.
White on this subject, I will try to'state in some do-
gree the mannet ip which b was brought to see the

{olly of theabove mentioned theery ;and

to give the reason of the hope thaf now serves i
‘an auschor to my soul. I shall” brieffy pass
my first religious impressions, for-t ‘

re
aumerous, and f{rivilous, and or

natural sympathies, antil about the
{ was by a circumstance in Providenés ¢
ceflect seriously upon the frailty of all created
things, particularly the uncertainty of life, mortal-
ity of the human family, &c.  The deei) felt
event to.which I allude was the death of a beloved
father : upon those reflections I resolved to for-
sake the things se transitory, and place my affec-
tions on thingssubstantial and etersal ; for I verily
thought that I could ; having been so instracted by
those who professed to be preachers of righteous-
ness. Dut ingmy first efforts I found many inter-
vening difficuities, such as a dread of being con-
sidered a religious dupe, or judged, by the semsori-
ous; a hypocrite. I also had to contend with P
strong relish for the fleeting pleasures of the world,

riah foretold the coming of Christ in the flesh.—|

which I considered my grossest: sin‘;‘. for -
had not as yet beheld the decertfulness of my- de-
praved heart. 1 nevertheless did strive in good
earnest; for, in getting religion, I did not mean te
do the work ia part, I resolved to' make a whole
robe, of which I should not be ashamed. But
soon found with astonishment, that my broken re-
solves were like to make but a tattered garment;
yet still labored, nothing doubting, to acquire
what I had thought to be so casily attained. Ien-
deavored to mend the most visible vacant places
in my garment by acts of kindness to the wreteh.

ed and destitute, and my means being scanty and
limited, I would frequently make personal sacri-
fices to that cffect ; {or what would not a m/a,n'
give in exchange for his soul!?
prise and utter confusion,

But to my sar.
the rents gresw more vis.
ible and more numercus, and there remained a
lack of joy and consclation, which 1had expected
How-
ever, I endeavored to worm myself by the fire
that I had kindled, and fain would be comforted by
the supposition that God would aceept my best ef

rse 1 had adopted.

forts, and all wouid be well with me¢ eventually.
But this vain hope was "uf short duratien, for I
was suddenly taken with a strange sensatﬂm in
my head, such as 1 uever before experienced,
from which T became {rightened, and thought that
I was going to die, which caused me to sum up my

N
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righteousness for a support in that critical ho«n.
But when I had obiained tno sum total, (for I
found it was requisite to gegn an acco&m, Jest my

propensities to sin should counterbalance my good

deeds,) when1 was aboul, as it were, to lean upon

them, this ‘query was thwust iato my mind,—Can
Youem
and fear

ace death? which caused me to trembie

exceedingly. I found there was some.
thing as yet lacking, which { resclved tosupply by‘a
more rigid course of self-denial; for I had

knowledge of rightecusness and salvation beyond
the power of self. On
next evening, the pulpit was occupied by a stranger,
whose text read as follows, “ Blessed is the man
whom thou choesest, and causest to approach un-
to thee.”
ather acrossmy track, but the comments of the|c

attending mee ting the

Psalms lxv. 4. 1 perceived the text was

I could realize nothing in my exercises but rebel-
|hon, decrax and hardness’ of hear t. I thoucrht
that unto those whom God designed to save he
granted repentance and forgiveness of sin. I fain
would have repented, but the sinful effusions of my
heart prevented me+: therefore I concluded that
my aversion to God’s having meréy on whom he
would, and hardening whom he would, was the un-
pardonable sin; andsupposed that I was given over
te hardness of heart, and the torments of hell had
already commenced in my person. Language is
madequate fully to portray the depth of misery
through which my soul was brought during.the

one oceurence I thought to omit, but my impres-
sious prompt me tosiate it; cohbtle@s, it. will be
discredited by many.

aker vexad me sorely.  After the meeting was

ked a young member of the church!
was intim ate, i she believed the sen-
lvazced that evening ; she said she did,
and furtf’ien cbserved that she thought it was the
best'sermon that had been preached in that meet-
ing-house withia three months. I answered her
with indignation of feeling, and told her that it
was inconsistent with justice on'the part of God
-toward the human family ; which assertion she re.
pulsively warded off by asking me whether I did
not believe when (iod created the human family he
knew their destin I deeply felt the force and
tendency of that smrchirw question, altheugh I
replied to it from the pride of my heart, and said
-peremptorily, God did not know who would be sa.
-wed or who would not, that was a matter for time
to reveal. But 1 shall never be able to describe
the heart-felt conviction and shock of horror that
immediately seized my senses, and made’ plain to
my corrapt mind the blasphemy of that assertion.

* Yet notwitistanding the resistless struggle in my
soul, I contended long and warmly with my friend,
and told her-daring the .contest that if all the peo-
ple.in the United States should swear that the doc-
trine of election was true, I would not believe it;
She seemed to pity me, and told me ina fone of
kindness that I could not believe from external tes-
timony, neither would it avail me any thing if I
did; but Geod was able to convince me, and she
trusted he would. I felt to despise her pity, and
told her my course of life was as moral and up.
rightashers; fearingatthesame time herarguments
were true.  She admitted my claim to good morals,
and we debated no more on the subject.  But the

. conflicting points were still continued in my’mind.
" The fearful sense of the sovereignty of God des.
troyed all confidence in my former hope: I began

to see that the doctrine, which I had so bitterly|e
protested against was God’s eternal truth; and
my case was rendered painfully hopeless from an
evident enmlty in my heart to that truth, even a

~could not subdue nor control. The secret
thoug‘nts and unconquerable corruption of my
‘heart proved a continual and more weighty burden
than all the external sins I 'had ever committed.. I
- dhought there were no sufferings like unto mine;

above mentioned week, in the greatness of my
distress and bitterness of despair, I inadvertently
exclaimed in an audible voice, My heartis so hard
that grace can make no impretsion upon it!  The
exclamation was immediately followed by an in-
diseribable thrill of extacy that actually pierced
for the second and third times throught my appar-
ently calloused heart. 1 hoped for a moment that
it was an evidence that the Lord would subdue
my rebeilion, and I should yet be numbered with
the subjects of his grace. But I still lacked the

hatred which I, to ‘my surprise and astonishment, |4

assurance of the faith that works by love and pu-
rifies the heart; and was still the same sin-burden-
ed creature—still unreconciled to God, and in a
few minutes began to draw different inferences
trom that manifestation of his power, and was
again the prisoner of dark despair, until the Sap.
day following, at afternoon service, 'The text on
that occasion was, “ Blessed are they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted.” I ventured +o hope
from ‘the text that the Lord would send, through
the speaker, some comfort to me.” But my hope
was sooncut off ; for the fitst remark upon the
text was that there were different kinds of mourn-
ing ; devils, he said, may mourn, because the .de-
crees of God were irrevocably fixed. I at once
cenceived that to be my scrt of mourning, and

me. My mind was so absorbed that I heard no
more of the sermon : but while I was sunken deep
in the horrible pit.of despair, it pleased God to re-
veal unto me his Son, even Jesus, in his humilia.
tion in the garden of Gethsemane, praying if it
were possible that the cup might pass from hlm,‘
and never until then had I repented fromasense
of the goodness of God. I was causedatonce to
realize my- interest in that painful intercession ; T
could lock by faith on him whom I had plelced
and mourn. I bad hitherto sighed to sigh, and]
mourned to mourn, but now tears flowed more free.
iy from joy and contrition, than they had ever
done before from' fear of torment, and my. soul was
filled with joy that passed all understanding. I
can say truly that I was led by a way that I knew
not. )

Thus I have endeavored to tell some. of the
dealings of the Lordsvithme : but there remaineth

mueh of my sorrow .and rejoicing yet untold.—

last week of struggle, without hope. There was

On Friday night of the

thought that there was nomorea ray of hope ’for_'

'My feeb.e powers are qu‘te incompetent to set
forth the deep leadings of that Spmt which leadeth
intoall traih. My dail ly experience proves. to me
that salvation is not. of him - that runneth, but of
him thaf calleth. ‘Nor can I, who for three tedious
years had- been building a scaffold on ‘which to
stand before the Lord, whichthe heanng of one gos-
pel sermon had razed to the ground, yea, sunk it
beneath, insémuch that its timbers all vanished,

eternal life ; he who ever liveth to intercede for his
people. Then let us endeavor to cast our care on
him who careth for us, his grace is sufficient for us,
and as our days, so shall our, strength be : he will
sustain and present us spotless before his Father’s
throne. Iknow whereof I affirm in this matter;
God hath given in the seriptures of inspiration a
testimony of his designs unto the sons of men,—
they also contain the record of his Son, and by the
light of the Holy Spirit, which taketh of the
things of Jesus and sheweth them unto us, we are
enabled tolive by faith in his righteousness. The
contents of the holy scriptures I conceive to be
wholly for the edification of the saints, and: not as
some suppose them, an instrument to -alarm and
scare up the world to a state of | bypocrisy ; it is
the Sen that quickeneth whom he will; a semse
of the flames of hell never can melt or quicken. a
heart,—even a sense of God’s justice does not
reconcile the sinnerto him, but the indwelling
of the Spirit, when the soul is born of God,
throws back the rich effusions of love to him from
whence it came ; and when we have passed from
death to life, the scriptures bear testimony to the
leadings of the Spirit. The bread of life belongs
alone to the spiritual family, therefore it is not
proper to give the children’s bread to dogs, nor can
the word of God be plomiscously applied to the
world, without handling it deceitfully. Do we not
continually behold, in the course of our acquain-
tance with mankind, much piety and pretended
reverence for the Bible 7 But when these pious
characters hear the saints bear testimony to the
doctrine contained in that book, they so highly
profess to revere, they will spurn it, and reproach
us. It contains no food for the self-righteous, al-
though they claim it ; they can worship their god
more freely without it. The Bible is to the king-
dom of anti-christ, or unto the unregenerate world,
as unadapted to their use asthe ark of God was to
that of the Philistians. The messages of God both
in the Old and New Testaments are delivered to
special characters and classes, either to the chiosen
of God collectively, or the saints individually. It
has pleased Ged in the “order of creation to bring
forth both a natural and spiritual family, and the
things of the Spirit are designed for, and discerned
only by them that are spiritual. It is consistent
then to. render to Cesar only the things that are
Casar’s, and unto God the thmgs that are God’s.
For# The heaven even the heavens, are the Lord’s :
but the earth hath he ulven to the children of men.’
Psalm cxv. 16.

Yours affectionately,

P

trust in any other than him who hath the words of
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POR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. {has a tried and afflicted people that trust in his holy shed and persecution under the infamous reign . of
Darien, Genesee co., N. Y., Dec. 18,1843, |name. I was in.New York city a few days ago, Catholicism, from its ascendency in Britain until
Broraer Brsse:—l have been acquainted and became acquainted with a friend who lent me its downfall there as an established religion. Wit--
with your little sheet, the Signs of the Times; ever|a copy of your paper, the Signs of the Times. I|ness thie bloody Bonner and Gardiner, sentencing
since it came into existence, and I can traly say it |bad often wished for some such paper, to advocate the lamabs of God to be roasted alive for their ad-
has been a source of eonsolation and instruction to|the cause of Jesus Christ—to earnestly ' contend | berence to the cause of their great Master! Nor,
me. Lhave frequently felt a'desire to contribute for the faith once delivered to the saints. I am|brother Beebe, does the persecution stop with
a few lines to its pages, but from a sense of my but an humble individual ; but I believe the Lord|Catholicism : no sooner had the Protestant Party,
own weakness and inability, I bave hitherto defer- is preparing me for working in his vineyard. 1|(as they are called,) obtained the ascendency, than
ed it ; but Ihave been led to think, as it is intended | have been led to write verses and other things|all were compelled to bow their necks to the yoke
to be a medium for correspondence, among the which may be of' some little good to some of the of bondage put upon them by a bigoted and avar-
scattered flock of Christ, the few who have been Lord’s family, and as you invite the assistance ofticious ~priesthood ; no person’s property or life
’pregerved%y‘tbe power and grace of God from brethren, I have sent a few pieces for insertion, if| was safe who refused to be Jtaxed_.,;,t‘(_) pay? theiv
bowing to the image of Baal; and perhaps some they prove acceptable: if so, I will send more|priest! Thas has persecution extended the gospel

- of the feeble among them might throw in their when I have opportunity. - Do not answer till the|more than all the missionary societies in the world;
mite, as their communications are sent to the weak | January number, as [ shall then take the paper. but as regards either Catholic or Churchmen’s pos-
as well as to the strong. I have observed there Praying that God may bless you in your labors, sessing the religion of Jesus, is no longer a doubt
were but few female contributors, and that I remain, , with me. They may be classed in the languag:
has tended to discourage me. I have finally con- Yours, ~ of Paul, as Having a form of godliness; bus de

. c]uded to write a few lines to ‘\'brother Beebe, and ' JAM:ES N{ANSER, Jr. ?lyi?)g the power thereof. While speakmg on ihQ
leave him to doas he may think proper withit. I : ' |subject of the Episcopal church of England, I
wish to express my gratitude to God for having in POR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. think the words of Mr. Selden, one of their own
providénce opened such a medium of correspon- Elkion, Todd co., Xy., Dec. 23, 1843, |writers, are so very applicable, that I cannet forbenr

dence, and for having made him the instrument of} Duar BrOTHER ‘Bersk :—Having to write te making use of them; he says—* The church of
raising such a beacon. May the Almighty arm of | you on business, I have concluded to send you a En\gland isa great, venerable estate of the realm,
Jehovah be his support, and exable him to continuefew lines. for insertion in the “ Signs,” if you|a® integral part of the body politic, having po ne-
his labors of love and usefulness. It is most cer-|please. cessary connexion with christianity.” And I
tainly needed in these dark times. Notwithstand-} To every common observer of the present day, would add, that I have no doubt as fo the truth of
ing the great prevalence of ezror and delusion with|(but more especially to the children of God,) the|bis assertion. 'Thus we see that each and every
which we have to contend, 1 see no cause for dis- |times appear indeed portentous; not onaccount of party, (I mean of nominal professors,) is arrayed
couragement ; God’sarm is not shortened that helan actual revolution in the religious world, but of|against the people of God; they are branded w ith
cannotsave, nor is his ear heavy that he cannot|a crisis which seems to announce such an event|Rames too numerous to mention, and many to ob-
hear. 1 do feel assured that all things pertaining |as not very far distant. When we take a retro.|SCene to appear in print : noyis this all,—their very
to his children are in his hand, and shall be con.|spective view of thoseaffairs, we indeed see that|lives would also be'in peril were it not for the laws
ducted to a most happy issue; and here [ am wil- the poor, despised, flock of God have ever suffered of our republic, which, (God be thanked,) do not
ling to leave the result,—praying that we may all under the iron hand of persecution; and when we|admit of ‘an established religion in the present day.
be kept humble and at his feet, and by grace en- ask ourselves the question—Why ? the answer is The arminians ate united in one solid phalanx
abled to walk in the pathway of holiness. plain ;- because the true church of God has ever against the true church of God, striving to put
: M. 8. |refused to amalgamate herself with the abomina. | hier down, no matter in what way, so that they
tions which exist in what are falsely called reli-jcan accomplish their object. Poor, deluded crea-
FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. gious societies. We need only refer to the days|tures, if it were possible for them to destroy the
Sing Sing, N. Y., Dec. 26, 1843. of old, to see how it was then; the true Israel of Lord’s people, they could ne longer exist; for
Brorner Bemss:—I am an Old School Bap-|{God suffered at that time from false prophets and|when the last of God’s elect shall be called in,
tist, and suffer for it now, by being excluded from teachers various afflictions and persecutions: in. then will the end come. But let us rejoice, my
the Baptist church in this place for my sentiments: deed, it was so much the case that we hear one of| brother, that the Lord is God, and’ will do all his
but this makes no difference whatever in the sight |the Lord’s prophets crying out in this language : pleasure ; that ¢ Surely the wrath of man shall
of God. I-have the evidence within that T ama “ Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and dug praise him, and the remainder of wrath he wil
a child of grace, and an heir of the kingdom, be. |down thine altars, and I am left alone; and they restrain.” And let us be content to know that all
ing redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus seek my life.” But then the Lord had not left things work together for good to them that love
Christ, and translated from satan’s kingdom into himself withouta witness; for, in reply to the| God, to them who are the called according to his
the kingdom of God’s dear Soh. He has taken|prophet, hesays: 3 have reserved to myself sev-|purpose. But my sheet is nearly fall, and T must
my feet from the horrible pit and miry clay, estab.|eR thousand men that have not bowed to Baall”|come to aclose. I will enddaver to resume this
lished my goings, and placed my feet upon the What a glorious consolation, my brether, that the subject in my next. :
Rock of eternal ages. And, blessed be his name, Lord’s people are kept by his power, and that he| - L remain your unworlhy brother in the bonds of
although I am exchided‘from the church here, yet 1 has promised to be with them even unto the end of the gospel,
believe my name was written in the Lamb’s book |the world! But in coming down to modern days, - JOEN I GA‘MMON‘
of life, from everlasting ; for the Lovd often holds; Ve still see the same spirit pervade, and no matter ‘
sweet communion with my soul, from off his mercy whether erw, Catholic, or Protestant, whichever
_seat, apd enables me to live by faith upon predominatesin power, is sure to commence a ¢~ '« Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God ;
“the Son of God. Sometimes I ara in the same|Sade against the Lotd’s people. In proof of this speak ye comfortably o Jerusalem,? &e. Isanamxc. 1.
spirit that Eiijah was, when he thought he was the scriptures of divine truth abundantly testify And what is so well calculated to comfort the
, left alone, but the Lord told him he had reserved|Whatthe church suffered under the . Jewish dispen- children of the kingdom as the word of God and,
seven thousand that had not bowed to Baal; and I sation, and what it was to suffer under the Catho.|the testimony of Jesus? Inthe words above quo-
find there area few .names; even in Sardis, thatjlic dynasty. All ‘those things have come and are ted we see who is the speaker and who are the sub-
have not  defiled their garments. The Lord still still coming to pass, as we see the amount of blood-|jects of address: ¢ Comfort -ye my people saith
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- your God.” - These words were addressed by the
prophet to ancient Israel, for they werea chosen
peopls, as is evident, for says the inspired penman
"Thouartan holy people unto the Lord thy God;
the Lord hath chosen thee to be & peculiar ‘people
unto himself above all the nations that are upon
the earth. This national holiness consisted only
ina ceremonial holiness, or external rightecusness,
pécu]iar to that figurative dispensation. Itis ev-
ident the address was applicable to spiritual Israel,
and tothem only ; and not to that people as 2 na-
tion, for they are not ali Israel that are of Israel;
and though the namber of the children of Israel
be as the sands on the scu-shere, a remnant shall
be saved according to the election of grace,—
Neither because they are the seed of Abraham are
they all children, but in Isaac shall thy sced be
This seed is said to have been chosen in
Christ before the foundation of the world ; pre-
destinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus
“Christ unte himself according to the good pleasure
of his will. This people, saith the Lord, have I
“formed for myself; they shall shew. forth my
praise. Again : In the Lord shall all the children
of Israel be justified, and shall glory : Not of the
Jews only, but also of the gentiles: for, saith Jesus,
Other sl.leep have I which are not of this fold, them
. also I must bring, and there shall be one fold and
one Shepherd.  He has broken down the partition
wall that was between us; and slain the enmity,
and of the twain made one new man, so making
. peace. To such, then, as are looking to Jesus,
. and whose hope is predicated on the merits of his
- blood and rightecusness, and whose faith is foun.
ded alone on his finished salvation, the Holy Spirit
~.8ays, by the prophet, “ Comfort ye, comfort ye my
people, saith your God ; speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem,” &c. Did the prophet direct them to
the god of means, to give up their heart, repent
and believe, and so make their peace? No: this
. would have been cold comfort to a poor, sin-bur-
. dened soul. His language is, Cry unto her that
. her warfare is accomplished ; that her iniquity is
pardoned:  and shows us by whom this warfare
. was accomplished. - Who, says he, is this that com-
eth from Edom, with died garments from Bozrah,
this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the
greatness of his strength? I that speak in right.
-~eousness, mighty to save ; I have trodden the wine
press alone; &ec. Jesus hath trodden the wine.
ppress of his Father’s wrath alone ; he has satisfied
- all the demands of Justice; he has restored the
honor of his Father’s violated law; he has eon.
quered every enemy, and ascended up on high:
lead captivity captive, and given a promise to his
people that they shall sit with him on his throne,
even as he has, everimore, and set down with his
Father in his throne.

The design of the writer is to speak experimen.
tally on the trials and afflictions of the children of
God, and bring to view some " of those great and
precious promises which are recorded in the Book
of God for our comfort and consolation.

Fora number of years past, the saints have ex.
. porienced a time of trial : iniquity has abounded,

and the love of many has waxed- cold ; and they’
that would resist the evil, have made themsélves a
prey : but, says Jesus, In the world ye shall have
tribulation, but-in me ye shall have peace: beof
good cheer, I have overcome the world. But I
hear some - complaining of darkness and barren-
ness of soul, saying—O, that it were with me as
in days past, when ,‘I feasted on the rich bounties
of my Saviour’s love; when I heard the gospel

suited to my situation ; thenI could say with the
Psalmist, Bless the Lord, O my soul, and let all
within me blesg his holy name ; for he hath cov-
ered me with the rebe of his righteousness ; he
hath clothed me with the garment of salvation:
yea, my mountain stood strong, I thought I should
never be moved. But thou didst hide thy face,
and I was troubled. Now when I read the serip-
tures, or hear the gospel preached, its sound reaches
my ear, but it does not seem to effect my heart; I
cannot enjoy that sgtisfaction in prayer I once
did ; I cannot sing so as to ‘make melody in my
heart to the Lord, for my harp is hung upon the
willows, and I feel as if I were in a strange land,
Igo-forward, but he is not there ; and backward,
but T cannot perceive him : on the left hand, where
he doth work, but I cannot behold him: but
“ Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and why
art thou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God,
for I shall yet praise him.” Hear what the
Lord says for the ‘encouragemen't of his saints,—
“ The mountains shall depart, and the hilis be re-
moved, but my kindness shall not depart from thee,
neither shall the covenant of my peace be re-
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.”
Again : “ They shall dwell on high, their place of|
defence shall be the\munitionvqf -rocks; bread shall
be given them, and their water shall be sure.”’—
O believer, ‘what can afford such comfort to - thy
soul as those exceeding great and precious promises
founded on the immutability of the eternal God,

that thou mayest be in, while on your pilgrimage
here below ?  “When thou passest through the
wwaters, [ will be with thee; through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee ; when thou walkest thro’
the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the
flames kindle upon thee.” - Say to them that are
of afearful heart, Be strong, fear not, for he giv.
eth power to the faint, and to them that have no
might, he increaseth strength. When the poor
and needy seek water, and there is none, and their
tongue faileth for tnirst, I the Lord will hear
them ; I will not forsake them. 1, even I, am the
Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour ; fear not,
for I have redeemed thee.

I know, says one, all the promises speak com-
fort to the children of God; but, I fear I am not
cne -of that number, for there remains so ‘much
carnal nature, that the world with its fascinating
charms engrosses my mind, and my - thoughts are
like the fools eyes, roving to the ends of the earth;
and I have so little strength that I fall a prey

and adapted -to every 'circumstance and situation |

cry, O wretched man that Iam, who shall deliver
me from the body of this death? Paul’s only
hope for deliverance was, through Jesus Christ, his
Lord ; and where else can you and I, dear breth-
ren, expect to find it? For he was anointed of
the Father, to preach good tidings unto the. meek,
to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of the prison doors
to them that are bound, to appoint unto them . that

which exhibited the Saviour in all his fulness, Just|mourn in Zion; to give them beauty for ashes, ‘the

oilof joy for mourning, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness. Now, says’ the Apostle,
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our
Father, which hath loved us, and givenus everlas.
ting consolation and good hope through grace,
comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every
good word and work. s ;
The above was mostly written some time ago,
werely to give vent to the feelings and thoughts
of my own mind ; but if you should think, broth-
er Beebe, that it would be of any use to the peo-
ple of God, itis at your disposal.
SILAS D. HORTON.

P. S. - We would observe, for the comfort and
encouragement of the friends of Zion, that the
Lord has turned our mourning into joy; he has
appeared recently in his glory, and in his majesty,
in this place ; he hath put joy and gladness into
our hearts, more than the men-of thisworld enjoy
when their corn and wine increase. There is
not the sound of hammier, or any tool of iron
heard in this work ; it is entirely free from all the
inventions of men and is evidenily the work of

of the Lord shall refurn, and come to Zion,” &ec.
May the blessings of his grace continue to fall

partment of Zion, until all the ransomed of our
God shail be gathered into his fold,

) S. D. H.
Walkill, Jan. 1, 1844,

New Vernon, Sanuary 15, 1844,

District School” System in New York—Distric
School Journal—Infringement of religious rights—
Mr. Boyd’s Address, and parteality for the “ purer
days of New. England,” &c. M. Adam’s pre-
sentation to the Congress of the U. 8. the pelition
of citizens of Illinoss, praying for religious enact-
ments, &ec. ‘

There are some indications of a near approach
of “perilious times” for those who adhere strietly
to the doctrine and precepts of the gospel as the
rule of their faith and practice. . The cloud has,
for some time past, been gathering darkly and
densely above and around us, and now seems
almost ready to burst upon us in dreadful furv -
its murmuring thunders are beginning ts vs more
and more distinctly heard, and its vivid, lightnings
to flash fearfully in our eyes.

We cannot do justice to the subject under con..

toevery enemy. Ina’word, when I would do sideration, without touching upon subjects which

good, evil is present with me : I am constrained to{bear affinity to the political concerns of our coun.

God, fulfilling his own promise ; “ The ransomed _

asthe rain, and distil as the dew, upon every de-
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but in their political bearings we shall not dis-
cuss them. Men of diversified and conflicting po-
litical connexions and creedsare alike involved as]
actors in these movements, which we believe!
deeply concern the vital interests of the Sion of
God. The insatiable greediness of the popular
fanatics of modern times, to seize anid make re-
ligious stock of every thing, which by fraud or
force comes within their grasp, has received some
attention in former articles published in this pa-
per. Would to heaven the story had already been
fuily told, aud we had nothing to add to the rec-
ords already made : but every revolution of the
wheel of time developes some new display of the
workings of the man of sin; this “son of per-
dition, whose coming is after the working of sa-.
tan, with all signs and lying wonders, and with all
”  Qur state

try,

doceiveableness in them that perish.
was cousiderably agitated not long since upen the
subject of our common district schools, and me-’
morials were poured in upon our legistature by
wholesale, praying for legislative protection {rom
the Catholic influence, which Protestant religicn-
ists apprehended .our schools were threatened with.
Laws were finally passed to reject from our schools,
sectarian books, &c., all having i view to answer
“the desires of petitioners, but to the great dissatis-
action of the Catholic. citizens of our country.
Every intelligent disciple of Jesus, and every well

wisher of out republican institutions, must see the
propriety of “separating sectarian religious in-
fnence from our common schools ; the christian.

to lead the pa}pil te ~bclievé, with such sectarians as|-

Hold the heresy, that they are capable, in their un.
regenerate state, to offer -prayers and dévotional
exercises to their Creator which she will regard
with approbatior. =These may be cqpsidered triv-
jal matters; but are not these instructions in the
very face of what God has said in the volume
of divine revelation? Andis it a light matter to
tax the people .of America to support schools in
which is taught that 'Which.;every soul that has
been taught of God, knows to be.in piain contra-
diction of his word and Spirit ! '

1n connexion with the foregoing remarks, would
it be unpardonable for us to inquire into the pro-
priety of robbing the common school fand, to pay
large sums frem it annaally to literary and theo-

logical colleges, for the training up amongst asofa
poiitical and religious aristocracy ! Have ‘not the
Catholic citizens of our states the same right to
complain of appropriations to suppurt Protestant
sectarianism, as the Protestants had in the oppo-
site case 7 None can more unqualifiedly depri-
cate the heresies of Catholicism than we do’; but
we equally loathe the same heresies among P otes-
tants. If we must be sacrificed; it is of very
little consequence to us who shall be the execu-
tioner. »

In the present organization of our district school

system, we have a state superintendent, and coun-
ty and town superintendants, amounting to a
“ standing army,” to be fed out of our school
fund, and, as we intend presently to show, to be

Fnows that the things of the Spirit of God can,l.used as pliant tools in the hands of religious fan-

only be taught by the Holy Ghost, and the eniight-;

ened statesman knows that it is anti-republican,
and subversive of rights, guarenteed to every citi-
zen to make ourcommon schools the channel thro’
which to communicate sectarian religious i
to and upon the unsuspecting minds of our chil-
dren. But instead of being satisfied with the
provisions of the law to disconnect the schools
from sectarian influence, those who were so loud
"and zealous in crying out against Catholic influ-
ence, are now as busily engaged to convert our
school system {nto an engine of intolerance, and to

nfluence

make them subserve their sectarian purposes, as
though they had been blind and passive in regard
to the Catholics. But if chains of dire oppres-
sion are to clank arcund our necks, what will be
the difference to Old School Baptists whether

%

These is at this day scarcely a standard book in
commcen use in our district schools, that is not
sirongly impregnated with sectarian doctrines; and
these doctrines are so interwoven with all the ele-
soutary studies in our schools, that we must re-
juish our right to a share -of the-Scheol Fund,
.uaffer our children to drink in the peisoned
ughf. If the old Westminster, or the Episco-
=lian catechisms are not now taught gene‘rally in
 schools, such lessons as they have falsely call-
24 ¢ the Apostle’s creed,” < forms of prayer,” with
race before meat,” and “grace after meat,”

(c sleep,” &c., all of which has a direct tendency

b forged by a Catholic or Protestant smita1-

alarge assortment of “Now Ilay me down

atics and clerical demagogues, for the removal of
the battlements of our-civil and religious rights:
and besides these, a code of laws sufficiently am-
ple for the government of a state, and so complica-
ted as to require dfg?attorney—in each district to ex-
pound them. , ' -

_The process by which all this machinery. can be
attached to the popular car of religious specula.
tion, is simple and easy. A periodical publication,
called the “ Distriet- School Journal,” Is attached
to the systent, ostensibly, for the purpese of pub-
lishing thelaws in relation to schools, but in reak-
ty embracing the be’]chings forth of the anti-chris-
tian and anti-republican doctrines of the rulers of
the darkness of this world. = One district in this
town has been recently informed by Samuel Young,
Secretary of state, and superintendent of comon
schools, &c., thathe had appropriated six thousand
dollars annually for copies of* this District School
Journal to be sent to every district in our state;
and that the clerk or trustees of each district were
by law required, under the penalty of heavy fines,
to pay the postage, take frem thcir -post office,
carefully preserve, and at the end of each volume
cause them to be bound and placed in the school
library, and that they were autherised by law to
reimburse the expense by taxing the inhabitants of
{ their respective districts for the amount.. 'To show
what the people are to be legally taxed, and.com-
|pelled to pray.for, we-copy the following extracts
from the * District School Journal,” vol. ii." page
42, which may serve as a specimen :

{couraged ; and'where every individual =

Tt cannot be denied that the mfluened of private
select schaols bas been found to be injurivus fo the reputa-
tion “and - patronage-.of our commén schools. « But fn’ &
free country like this, where enterpiive and. tulents aie en-
} ks o, fair cor
pensation for his labor, no one can fairly object to the'c
tablishment.of privateschools; nor canany he censured
anti-republicans for the encouragement of ihese, if suitabie
public provision:is not made for a safé and thorough train-
ing of ‘children-in the district schools ; and espeeluily since
religi{f)us and moral culture has been so generally excluded
from the latter, through sectarian jealousies or infidel oppo-
sition, ' In the purer days of New England, when. her
clergymen visited the schools and afforded them the en-
couragement of their presence and counsels; they fourished
and were respectable.  But long since, the people, not in
New England only, but generally through the United
S.ates, have contracted- such an apprehension of danger
from clerice]l influence, that no minister of the gospelfeels
at ease in crossing the threshold of> a commen scheol, least
some bigoted scctarian, exrorist, or infidel, should slander
him, as prosecuting. some sectaxian enterprise.  Hence, un.
fortunately for the interest of common” schools, some of
their best friends, those who feel as deeply as any for the -
welfare of children and youth, whose professional duty is
to train the immortal mind topure and clevated action, wre
excluded from rendering that aid which experience has
shown to be almost indispensably necdsgary to the prosperity
of the common school.” # * * # #

« To sécure these results in a high ‘degree, he (the
teacher) should entef into, and practice the saying of Dr.
Dwight, ¢ ke that malkes a little child happier for. half an
hour is a ¢o-worker with God.” It'has also been well re-
marked, thatno one can be happy as a teacher who is not
prepared to devote all his powers to the performance of his
dsties. Fellenburg does not ask too much inrequiring“a
vigilence that never sleeps, a perseverance that hever tires’
The motto of Luther, * work on earth andrest in-heaven,’
must be the mutto of every faithful schcolmast®r, and he
who is not prepared to live and act in this spirit, had better i
leave the service to warmer hearts and nobler minds. He ~
should teaeh, not for pecuniary reward chiefly, but for use- _
fulness.” : ) .

hese extractsare from part of an address de-
livered by J.- R. Boyd, Principal of Black River
Literary and Religious Institution. The speaker
in the above extract charges cur misgivings ‘to
jealousy, d&ec., but is there no cause for jealougy
when we discover so much union of interest be-,
tween the clergy and thestatesman? The clergy
can make the politician popular, if the politician
will reciprocate the favor ; the former -will manage
the ballot box by their influence, if the latter will
cause their will to be donein the legislature. "To
enable them to make good this sort of contract or
covenant, ‘it becomes the designing politician to
give the clergy as fiee access as possible to our
schools, and to all the fountains of intellectual
training,~—and as far as possible contribute to theéir
popular influence. 1t has always been the settled
maxim of all who deserve the name of christians;
that the religion of Jesus Christ requires nothing
from the rulers of the earth, but simply to be let.
alone. o ‘ :

While the Legi'sl.ature of our State is already, to
some extent at least, committed upon the subject of
appropriating the people’s money, without their =
consent, and in the face of the constitution, to the
patronage of religious interests ; and that too, in
a manner eminently calculated to elevate the ar-
minian, or work-mongeral sects,at the expense,
and to the direct oppression of those who are gov-
erned in their faith and practice alone by the
scriptures, the Congress of our nation is_fcal]'evd‘-up.
on gravely, to pass laws which would, if passed;
extinguish the last spark of our boasted religious
liberty, prostrate to the dust the fair fabric of in-
dependence, and build up an hierarchial despotisin

upon their ruin. Hierarchy and monarchy are
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limbs of. thé‘samé‘—b‘_e‘ast, and:élWayng together ;
none can ask for the former wfthqut desiring the
latter. - The petition presented to the House of
Representatives, on the 11th ultzy by Hon. J. Q.
'Adams, from citizens of Tilinois, embraces the fol-
:'f‘owing, as stated by Mr. Adams himself—viz ;
First, “ Praying that Congress would- pass same
“law confessing our national sins.”  Some laugh-
ter was exeited, whereupon Mr.. A. said: © Sir,
this\petitién comes from 226 respectable people of
Tilinois. It'is noidle paper, and ought to be ireated
with respect.”  The second prayer was, that Con.
gresswould pass a law acknowledging the dominion
of Jesus Christ! The third prayer was that Con.
gressshould pass alaw defining what the law of
God is: and the fourth prayer wz@, for such
amendinent of the constitution as would secure to
all the people of the United States the self-evident
truths of the Declaration of Independence,~—the
right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
It our Congress should attempt to define, by
-enactment, the law of God, would they not also be
required to provide some law to enforce obedience
to the Jaw" of God according to the definition so
established? And how could this be done, with-
out stoning to death the offender? Are the citi.
zens of llinois prepared to be circumeised, and to
engage in the performanee of all the precepts
which were once obligatory upon the nation of Is.
rael, and which were never adapted to, nor vby di:
vine authority enjoined upon any of the gentile
nations of ‘the earth? Can the legislatures of our
States, or of” ourﬁnation, define to us the relation.
ship between us as creaturesand God as our Crea.
tor, and the necessary obligations devolving - upon
us, without lording it over the consciences of a
very large portion of the citizens whom they rep-
resent, and from whom they have derived their
power for other purposes? Is our legislature com:
posed of men, who, from their experimental knowl.

MOORE’S LETTERS CONTINUED.
'LETTER X. _
- Mapam:—We will now turn out, reflections
from the pre-science of God, to the consideration
of his divine purposes, which are rather effects
flowing necessarily from the fountain of all perfec-
tion, than any ‘essential principle comprehended
‘n his essence ; notwithstanding, it is impossible
but that an all-powerful, all-comprehending - mind
~hould purpose some great and important end.—
By the purposes of God, we understand the plea-
sure of his will in the works of nature, provi-
dence, and grace, with the final end of all his
woris.—Bat his purpose in' the manifestation of
his grace in Christ Jesus, shall, be the subject of
eur present inquiry. The apostle has marked
out the path, and stated the subject with such ex.
actness, that taking him for our guide, we :shall
certainly find the object we search for. « Who
hath suved us and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works” (or certain’ conditions
fulfilled by us) “ but according to his own purpose
and grage, which was given us in Christ Jesus be-
fore the world began.”” 27Tim. i. 9. Here the
apostle takes notice of the purpose of God as
concerned in the salvation of sinners; this pur-
pose must in the nature of things, either depend
on the sovereign will of God, and so remain firm
and unshaken, or it must depend, for the accom-
plishment of the design propesed, on the will of
frail creatures, fallen and depraved; and then of
consequenee it must be quite uneertain and doubt-
ful.  But we have already shown that with God
there can be nothing contingent; all events in
time and eternity are with him as infallible as his
owneternity ; and as certain as the glories -essen-
tial to his divine character,—and whether you sup-
pose that his divine purposes depend on some fore-
ssen good thing, which. secures the salvation of
one man, while the want. of those good things

leaves others to perish; or whether you suppose
the sovereign pleasure of God makes the distine.
tion, itis quite the same as respects the certainty
of the thing proposed, and stands equally opposed
to the doetrine of universal conditional salvation,
For while some are acceptedaitider theconsider-
ation of some foreseen good qualities, the others
are as fully rejected for the want of that which

- edge of God, are more competant to define divine
- things, than others are ! The kingdom of Jesus
Christ is a spiritual kingdom ; it is not of this
world,and the king has taught his subjects {o ac-
knowlege his dominion in such language as this,
Viz : “Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever, Amen.” We cannot say the
kingdom is Christ’s and the power belongs to Con.
gress. Congress has been harassed for years past
to define to us the law of God in part, if not in
“full : it has been called upon to define a sabbath-
day, and to establish by law the religious opinions
of a portion of the citizens of our country, and
~compel a compliance on the part of others at the
edge of the sword.. B
One remark more and we will dismiss this sub:
ject for the present. This loathing of freedom
and of the civil and religious “rights of mankind,
and this sighirig after hierarchy, despotism, and

bloodshed, (for bloodshed is involved in the peti-
tion,) was never heard of from the settlers of our
western states, until they had been corrupted by

- the influence of modern missionaries; and the
whole fanatical movement in Ill., \may, in our
candid opinion, justly be charged to the spirit and
doctrines of modern missionists.

gave the preference to those who stand on saving
ground ; and as the divine prescience cannot be
deceived, the number of those who shall be saved,
and the number of those who are finally to perish,
are quite as certain as if fixed by the most immu-
table decree that ever proceeded from the éternal
throne. Nor will it help this matter to. say those
who are rejected might have had the acceptable
qualification, if they would have sought attentive-
ly, since it was foreseen they néver would seek,
or have the things necessary to their salvation;
and according to Mr. Westley, *are predestina-
ted to eternal damuation,. according to the fore-
knowledge of God, for their disobedience and un-
belief.”  See Methodist former confession of faith.
And it will be very difficalt, if not impossible, to

condition of any thing’s coming to pass that his
divine prescience has seen will never take place.
-The docirine of universal conditional salvation
is therefore at war, at open, manifest variarce
with the divine purposes of God, whether taken
agreeably to the Apostle, “not according to our
works,” or agresably to Mr. Westley, *according
to our works, and represents the awful God, as
acting in all the displays of his grace in the sal-
vation of sinners, without any purpose or design
whatsoever, and consequently it must remain, even
with God himself, uncertain whether one soul of
the human family will ever get home to glory, af-
ter all his counsels, manifestations, and revelations;

yea, after all the painful sufferings and sorrows of
the Son of hislove. Itwould -be well for those
who plead for universal cohditidnal salvation, and
ridicule and anathematise the doctrineof particular
red\empti‘on, to remember in those warm and zeal-

oOus moments, when they offer to engage for the
salvation of any that hear - them,  provided. they
will but pray once or twice a day for a’ week or
two, that for-aught they can tell, some more or
less of those disobedient unbelievers, that are pre-
destinated to etérnal damnation may make a part
of thei: audience, and that it isimpossible the divine
prescience can be deceived ; and that it might be
well tor theiw to-eaquire, waile they ridicule others
for a mote in their eye, whetaer there is not an
awiul beam in thew own; and the darling of
their hearts is at open war with ail the perfections:

of that God, whom they profess to preach and be-
lieve in: and waile the doctrine of universal cop-
ditional salvation hoids the Lord Jehovah up to
View s a Weak umperfect being, as acting in the
stupendous plan of redemiption, without any fixed
purpose, or.even knowing where the end will be,
it represents nim in some instances as armed with
awful cruelty, and withholding from. his ereatures
the means he had appointed, by which to afford
them the opportunity of accepting or rejecting
this offered salvation ; multitudes of the human’
family never having heard of Christ, or salvatish
by him in any way ; while it is acknowledged
that to believe is the condition of salvation, at
least in part: and how can they bslieve on him of
whom they have not heard, the Apostle himself
seems ata loss to know.—Faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God; and how
can they believe on him of whom they have not
heard, and how can they hear without a preacher,

prove that God has, or can make that or this, the/

and how. can they ‘preach except they be sent.

And the gospel is the power of God unto salvation,
toevery one that believes. Rom. x. 14, 15, 17,
& i 16.  And at the same time he informs us
that he was forbidden to preach the gospel'in Asia,
and that he attempted to go into. Bithynia, but the
Spirit. suffered him not. (See Acts xvi. 6, 7 3
How can all this be reconciled to'the ‘doctrine of
conditional salvation, when the means, by which
faith and repentance are invariably produced, are
withheld by the positive command of God him.

self. : ,
Has the Lord Jesus given his blood {o save poor
sinnets, and will he withhold from them the less

‘blessing, the blessing of the gospel, that only re-

veals the saving. benefit of his atoning blood 7—

'will you, who are so kind as to give me a glass of

wine, refuse me a -eup of cold water?  Surely
not. And when we add to all this, * He that be-
lieveth not shall be damned,” does not the doctrine
of universal conditional salvation represeat the
unchangeable glories of the everlasting God in a
very unfavorable light! And how shall we go to
his throne of grace, without we believe he knows
our wants ? and if he knows them at the present
moment, they must have been forever present with
him ; his divine comprehension being at all times
the same.

May his sacred eyes be with you, and on you,
and all your wants, spiritual and temporal, be
supplied from his rich bounty, and sovereign grace,

Yours, &e,
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Diep, near this place; on Thursday morning, the 1ith
inst., Miss AdeA'Ev&RETT, aged about 35 years.' Miss
Everett was a daughter of the late Ephriam Everett, and
sistet of our brother, Oliver Everett. It is supposed that
the feverof which she died, isthe same by which so magy
of Deacon Finch’s family have been swept away. ~ Broth.
er Everett and wife are also sick with the same,

) New_Castle co., Del. Jan. 2, 1844,

BroTrER BEEBE :—1 write to inform you of the death of
my aged mother, Mrs. MarGarET McCrong, who de-

parted this life on the 29th ult., aged 82 years. Her health
had been very delicate for some time, but we did not ap-
prehend that her indisposition was any thing more than the
commuon infirmity of old age, until within a few days of her
departure, when she told us that she would not survive her
illness. She closed her eyes in death at a quarter past 2
o'clock, A. M., of the date above mentioned. You, broth-
er Beebe, have had a long wcquaintance with her, and with
my father and family,* and will please to give notice, thro?
the Signs of the Times, as youmay think proper. My fa.
ther feels his bereavement very seusibly ; but the Lord has
given him strength to bear the stroke with christian forti.
titude, and a becoming resignation fo the Divine will. He
has now numbered about 85 vears—his common health is
still good: he says he is looking for the day of his depar-
gn'e,'v'vhich must be near athand; but feels disposed pa-
tiently to await the Lord’s time.

My mother said that her work on earth was dore, and
that she knew in whom she believed. In this full confi.
dence in her blessed Redeemer, she fell asleep in Jesus
without a straggle or a groan.

1 feel very much tried while writing this. Farewell:
May the God of all grace support you through this dark
and cloudy time. '

Yours, in hope of eternal life,
JOHN McCRONE, Jr.

< * We have enjoyed a very pleasant acquaintance with
the family of brother McCrone, for more than twenty years;
ave ofien been kindly entertained at his house. Westill
recollect of the kind sympathy of this departed mother in
Tsrael, for us, when through the agency of the false hearted
3. R. Green, then holding the office  of pastor of the Wil.
mington, church, many were led"to persecute us. On that
~ occasion, this sister, with her family, was unremitting in
her offices, and although a score of years have intervened
between that and the present date, disclosed the hypocrisy
of our antagonist, and satisfied all parties of the unrighte-
ousness of his wicked course: yet nothing, to our knowl
edge, has ever interrupted, for one moment, the friendship
which has existed between brother and sister McCronc
and the writer of this note.—Ep.

Hyde Park, Dutchess co., N. Y., Jan. 1,1844.

1 write to inform you of the death of our beloved sis-
ter, ExizapeTe Carrexter, who fell asleep on the 1lth
ult. This sister has been a memberof the Pleasant Valley
church for abeut 40 years.
ted an unwavering confidence in the faith of the gospel,
even in the midst of all the trials through which the church
of-God has passed during the last twenty years. She was
one of the few who withdrew from the church when the
New School doctrine and order were introduced. She has
been a constant reader of the Sighs from the time she first
became acquainted with them. By request, I preached at
her funeral from Isa. x1. 8.

Our aged sister has left a numerous irain of descendants
to mourn the loss of a praying mother, two of whom are of
the sar th in which she lived and died. Ttisthe request
of her s that this notice be published in the Signs of
the Times.

Your brother and companion in #ribulation,
- TITUS BI

SHOP.

Dorel, Dec. 18, 1843.
Brorazr Beesg :—It has fallen to my lot to record the
death of sister Jang, the widow of brother Benjamin 3oo-
dy whose obituary was published in the Signs, and Moni-
tor in 1839, or 1840, . B
The spirit of sister Moody took its flight, and left the

remains of ¢lay, which had nearly all wasted with con-
sumption,.on the 15th inst., about 1 ¢’ clock, A. M., aged
36 years, 11 months, and 15 days. - And she has left be-
hind two children, now without father or. mother, except
God, who is a father tothe fathexless’. Sister Moody was,
according to the flesh, a sister of brother Gilbert Chamber.
lain, whose obituary was also published in the Signs.—
Also ameinber of the church in what was called Asylum.
One who was - supported by grace to endure the shock
cansed by the division which took place between the Old,
and New School Baptists. ' )

“The subject of this memoir was naturally of a modest,
and rather a timid appearance, especially in the.presence
of ministers, and older brethren, and was not. supposed to
possess native powers of mind, or discernment in doetrinal
points above mediocrity, until since the beginning of her
last illness, through which she passed amidst all her pains
of body, lingering for several months, with quite uncom-
mon patience, and with very extlaordinary manifestations
of the power. of grace, in confidenee in, and the cujoy-
mentof thelove of the gospel which we preach.

Tiic doctrine of discriminating and reigning grace, in
its various parts, wasthe common theme of her conversa-
tion. And herideas were communicated with such confi-
dence of the truth, and eternal reality of them, and so
clearly and distinctly painted and with such emphasis, as to
astonish many who visited her. Hoary hairs and ministe-
rial character seemed not in the least to divert her, or to
bring any damp upon her spirit, though they might widely
differ-in their views, from her. . And while the brethren and
sisters, (of our order,) who, from different neighbourhocds,
called to visit her enjoyed a feast of fat thingsin her com-
pany ; some werealmost ready to blush to hear a feeble
modest female 'so bold in exhibiting the sentiments which
had long been a comfort to them, yet they dared not com-
municate them with the clearness and confidence that she
did. :

Thus the doctrine that was her comfort and theme in
life, as flowing from the throne of God, through Christ the
Lord, was her support in death. Blessed are the dead
that die-in the Lord.

Yours, as ever,
HEZEKIAH WEST.

N. B. Elder Rowland wished you would notiee the de-
mise of his second daughter, who died on the 5th or 6th

“inst., with the inflamatory rheumatism, enduring about 16

days most distressing pain. . .
She was in her 16th or 17th year, and had lived like
many others of her age, but manifested deep compunction
in her sickness. She was, as the rest of us are, in the
hand of ajust and merciful God, who has a perfect right
to give and to take away, and to do what he will with
hisown. ‘ :

She-had uniformerly manifes.!

MOARRIB D

BRET O AGBULVS.
" The following vagénts are duly au‘thoi"iséd,:cb collect,

receipt and transmit to the editorall moneys duete ths
Signs. of the Times:— ‘ E

Mamze.—Elder Philander Hartwell, Wm. Eustice, John
Bailey . . K
‘New Hawmesuire.—Joel Fernald.
Massacuuserrs.~~David Cole, David Clark.
Conxecricur—Elder A, B. Goldsmith, William Stanton,
William N. Becbe. ' . e
- New York.—Eiders G. Conklin, Reed Burritt, Thomas
Hill, Ephraim Crocker, Martin Salmon,J. D. Wileox, Niehi- |
olas D. Reetor, D. E. Jewett, D. Platt, Charles Merriit;
and brethren L. L Vail, J. Vaughn, Thomas Faulkner,
Cornelius Shons, Wm. Murray, Doct. Wm, B. Slawsomn,
Cornelius Hogaboom, Amos Hart, Lemuel Earle, Gideon
Lobdell, Clement West, Samuel C. Lindsley, Charles Wood~
ward, James Robinson, . Bishop, Samucl Mcad, Wm,
Sharp, Jacob Winehel, Jun., A. A. Cole.
New York city—Samuel  Allen, [70 Lispenard street.}
New Jes@hy~-Elders Christopher Suydam, James C.
Goble ; and brethren Peter Hoyt, Jr., George Doland, Col.
Wm. Patterson, Wm. Drake, Jonas Luake, Henry Stutts,
J. B. Rittenhouse. : ~
Pexssyrvaxia——Elders Hezekiah West;, Zopher D.
Pasco, Eli Gitchell, Henry Rowland, ‘Willlam Stroud ;
and Dbrethren Wilmot =~ Vail, . Nathan Greenlund,
Arnold Boleh, J.Hughes, J. W. Dange, John Carson, An-
drew Liynn, Wm. H. Crawford, [corner Willow and Seventh
streets, Philadelphia,] Barnard VanHorn, James Wells,
George Hearsack.
Duraware.—Elders Thomas Barton,
Samuel Meredith. . . N
Marvranp.—James Lowndes, Baltimore, Lewis F. Klip-
stine, Wm. Selman, James Jenkins, Herod Choate.

Lemuel Hall,

Distrior oF CoLumsia—-A. McIntosh, Washingtoncity.
Vircinia—Elders Samuel Trott, William = Marvin,
Thomas Buck, Daniel T. Crawford, William C. Lauck,

' Wm: W. Covington, Jacob Keller, ¥. T. Webb, Robert C.

Leachman, James Duval; and brethren Chailes Gullait, -

Shackleford, Isaac Hershberger, Stearling Hillsman, Istael.
Curry, C. Hallsclaw, Joseph Furr, Solomon Bunton, Wma
Forsee. . ’ .
Norra Carorina—L.B. Bennett? ;
Sours Caroriva—Theron Earle, B. Lawrence, Esq.-
Groraia.—Elders James Henderson, Joseph J. Battle,
VWm. Abbott, J. Daniell, C. A. Parker, J. W. Tumer;
and brethren A. Preston, J. Holmer, George Leeves, R.
McKindly, Jethro Oates. ‘ :
Axvapana—Elders B. Lloyd, Jesse Schrivner ; and breth-
ren Baker Roberts, Wm. Melton, Robert Newton, A. Buck-
ley, Jesse Lee. : - R
Mississiprr—Joseph Barrett, Alfred Eastland, James Los .

At New Vernon, on Tuesday, the 2nd inst., by Elder
G. Beebe, Mz. James G. GriFriv, to Miss CaAroLINE,
daughter of Amos Baket, of Deerpark.

On Thursday, the 4th inst., (near this place,) Mr. Sam-
veEr Bevea, to Miss Puese Jane ComrorT, youngest
daughter of the late John Comfort, all of Mamakating.

BRBCBRELES.

Nzw Yoax~Benson Tuthill, 1; Joel R. Williams, 13
John Burroughs, 1; David Everett, Sen. 1; 8. Cotton, 1;
Elder Reed Burritt, 5 ; Jonathan Vaugn, 5; Elder D. E.
Jewett, for Deacon I. Sperry & John Grout, Esq., 23 Dan-
iel Williams, 1; Elder A. Harding, 1; A. B. Buck, Esq.
for W Smith, 1; P. Rogers, 1; E. West, Esq. 1; Dea-
con 8. D. Horton, 1. $23 00

Kexrocry.——George Helley, 2 ; John Gonterman,
5; E. 8. Brown Esq., for A. Van Meter & othezs, 55
Asnes Fox, 1. - 1

Texxrsser.— Bldets John M. Watson, M. D., George Rs ~
Hoge; and brethren William Braton, Esq., A. Compton,
Wm. Anthony,J. L. Palmer, J. Harper, Albert Moore.

Kentucry.—Elders Thomas P. Dudley, Sarmuel Jones,,
Joseph Cullen, Jordan H. Walker, Wm. Gosney, John Dep.
ris, Peyton 8. Nance; and brethren A. VanMeter,
John Gonterman, Jaries M. Clarkson, Esq., John Larew,
James Gains, Esq.,” Sanford Connelly, Henry C. Catlett,
James Martin, Charles Mills, X. Williams, L. Jacobs,
John Knight, J. M. Teague, Wm. Hosimore, F. W, Thorn. -
ton, H. Klect, Esq., Wm. Manning, J. Duval, M. Lassing,
JSohn M. Theobles. o

Missourt—Elders A. Patison, Henry Louthan, Morton
Brown, Willium Davis, Thomas P. Stepkens, R. Owings,
David Lenox, George Clay; and brethren ThomasJ. Wright.
C.Gregory, Joseph Thorp, Wm. Thorp, John Rothwell,
R. R. Reynolds, Stafford Me Ges, G. W. Zimmerman,
Wm. H. Walles.

Torvos— svs Thomas H. Owen, Elijah Bell, Bev.
jterly B, Pip cwe; and brethren Charles 8. Tozrton,
Hsg, Nie ren, James Ticknor, wesJ. Bennett,
I Brisco, itrickler, ML Sov T, 'Thralekill:
INDIAN Shirk, John
Lee, Jobn Baker, F. D. Banta, R, Riggs,
M. W. 8 arks, John Case; and breth.
ren John son Ha s, Abram Hauser,

Gieorge Andersen, Asaph Web isq., Peter Caress, Lu
;

M Cloud Bethely James Fisher, Wesley Spitler,

Jonathan Davis. - - L e .
Yuo.—Riders Lewis Seitz, Eii Ashbrock, Daniel Rob-

erson, George ot, Christian

Kaulman, seph Tapscots,

Zepheniah Hart, Richerd. A. Morton, John Taylor Joseph

Hamphrey, Wi, Kirkpatrick, B. D. Dubols, Isadc Sperry,
. Taylor, Jacob Hershberger, I. T. Saunders, Ellis Miller,

| ¥sq., Benjamin Truex, Esq., Samuel Drake. @

Micméan.—Eld. James P. Howell; and Archibald E.
Murray, James 8. Dean, Amos Holmes, Esq. -

Coxnzoricvr—J. H. Hubbard, Esq.,, 2; J. R. -
Gay, 1; Eld. A, B. Goldsmith, 2. 5 96
Missovrt—J. B. Harrison, 2; J. McGill, Esq.,
1; Eld. H. Louthan, 5. .- 800
Inprana.—George O. Hendrix, 53 D. Johnson, 1;
Eld. M. W. Sellers, 1. 7 66
Thomas Lavinder, Sexn., - Va. 160
Aarcn Nichols, N, H. 500
Mrs. Saily Sargent, “ 100
Jacob Wooten, Del. 160
Miss Ann Graham, “ 108
Matthew Glasgow, Pa. 100
E. R, Seely, Mi. 500
Eld. B. G. Avery, TiL 160
Miss F, L. Greene, - " Mass, 100
Asa Richmond, oe 190
Dea. 1. T\ Saunders, 0. - 5 60
N “Total, $79 60

Iowa Terarrory,—Eld. Joseph H. Flint, WM Mofrow‘.

Esq.,-James Williams, Wi, Costin, Cyrus Goode, ‘AL R. ..
Barbee, John Triplett, M. P. Lee, Wm. Trenton, James B..-



. DEVOTED TQ TED OLD SCHQOOL BARTINT CATSE.
" “The sword of the Word any of Giveon.” B .
V@£, X1, ‘REW VERNGN, ORANGE COUNTY, N. Y., FEBRUARY 1, 844, G MO, 3.

Tue Stexs or TaHE Times, devoted to the cause of God
and Troth, is published on or about the 1st and 15th of each
month, e :

GILBERT BEEBE, rpitor:
To whom all communications must be addressed.

Terms—§1 50 per annum: or if paid in advance $1.
Five dollgrs, paid in advance, in CURRENT MONEY, will se.
sare six copies for one year.

T3 All moneys remitted to the editor by mail, in eurrent
bank notes of as large a denomination as convenient, will
be at our risk. -

tothem gave he power to become th
even to them that believe on his na
were born, not of blood, nor of the wi
nor of ‘the will of .man, but of God,”

a tender plant, and as a root out of

Communicaiions.

" “revilled him, wagging their heads,
FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. )
South-hill, Bradford co., Pa., Jan. 1, 1844. |three days, save thyself: if thou be
Brorrer Brese :—I once thought that T had|God. come down from the cross.

his people ; and I hope the principle has not whol.
Iy left me yet ; though my feelings are much al.
tered from what they were then. But as I have
_ been almost confined to my home for several days,
with the rheumatism, T wanted to be doing some.
; g, for the living, you know, are all that can
rk to advantage, the dead cannot: for as the

and elders, said: He saved others ;
cannot save.

if he will have him : for he said, T am
God. The ;
with him, cast:

same in his teeth,”

sense in which’
dead works,
thing, at intervals v
. the 53d chapter of Isaiah, and compared it with|house.” Though the J ews saw him
other passages,—and so I began.

The 534 chapter of Isaiak compared with passiges in
<. different places in the lestimony of God, by the Evun.
v gelists, Apastles, and Prophets; with some
few remarks. /

i Isaiah liii. 1, “ Who hath believed our report 7

y are dead; or nothing but|See also Matt, xiil, 57, ¢ They were

fessors of religion have at the present

?ldoctrine of salvation by grace alone,a
compared with John xxxvii, 83—« But though he cording to God’s unch

believed not on him ; that the saying of Esaias the
prophet mz'ght be fulfilled, which ke spake : Lord,
who hath believed our report? and to whom hath
Yhearm of the Lord been revealed 7 In Mait. xi,
25,_“we find an answer: “ Jesus said, I thank thee,
O Father, Lord of heaven and.earth, because thou

- prophets respecting the kingdom, coming, person, yet he hid his face, he denied that he
work, suffering, doctrine, angd glory of Christ,) | Man.  And also Luke xxiii, 18—2
% from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed they,” (his enemies,) “cried out all gt
them unto babes.” And we learn by whom the ing, Away with this man, and releas
arm of the Lord was revealed, (Matt. xvi, 17:) Barabbas. - Pilate,

. % Yesus said, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for again. Butthey cried, Crucify him! Cr
flesh and blood hath not revealed it” (that. Christ|Sae also Acts iii. 14, 15; “But ye
was the true Messiah,) ““unto thee, but my Fa. :
ther ‘which is in heaven.” Also John ;. 6—9, | be granted unto you, and killed the
speaks of John the Baptist being sent to bear life.” The Jews, then, preferred rather
witness of Christ, & the true Light, that all men er relea
through bxm might believe.” And the 10th and| Jesus e
18th verses, “ He was in the world, and the world [at this time,

teceived him not : but as many as received him,

ke hath no form nor comliness, and when we shall|infirmities ; but was in all
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire|are, yet without sin.” How kind ¢ what a great.
him,” compared with Matt. xxvii. 39—44—* And| mercy, that Christ our High Priest and Advocate
they that passed by” (when he hung or};;fthe cross) should suffer being tempted; that he 4 ’i-é‘}'xt'from

Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in|that are tempted.

‘dead know nothing, so they can do nothing, in the|saw not his beauty—they did not "desir

I wanted to be busy at some, him; but Jesus said—A prophet is not
keen distress, I took up | honor save in his own country, and in his own|chastiseme

and did see him do many mighty works, £ Y saw|ii. 24, 25;
no beauty in his doctrine, they had ng apzatite for hisgwnibgdy ‘on-‘the tree, that we, bei
| the spiritudlity of his kingdom, nor delight”in the sins,
riches of hisgracez more than many flaming pro. stripes ye were healed : for

Verse 84, « He'is despised and rejected Qfmen ;leth give I unto you
aman of sorrow and acquainted with grzq?, and trbubled, neither let it b
we hid as i were our faces Jrom him : he was des. |« For he” (Christ) “is ¢
pised, and we esteemed him not,” compared with \
Matt. xxvi. 56— Then,” (as Jesus was taken by
his enemies,) *all the disciples forsook him and
hast hid these things” (the things reported by the|fled.” Though we find Peter following afar off,

willing to release Jesus, spake “ Other. sheep T have,
Holy One, and the Just, and desired a murderer to ' there shall b

sed from punishment, than' not. to have

rucified ; and so do the popular religionists
See John xii. 39—41 : Ah, « They{ .. g o
| knew him not: hecame to his own, and his own|could not believe, because Esaias said again, He|%8%I0 for our justification. :

hath blinded. their eyes, and hardened: their heart ;

sns of God, thét they should not see with their eyes;,.kno\r under.
me. Which|stand with  their heart, and be ‘converted, and [

: ¢ - high priest
dry ground ;{ which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
points tempted as we

and saying,|experience know how, be able to, sticcor them
See also Heb. ii. 17718,

the Son of| Verse 4th, « Surely he hath borne our griefs, and

Likewise also carried our sorrows ; yet we did esteem kim strick-
no wish to live only to serve and enjoy God and|the chief priests, mocking him, with’ the scribes|en, smitten of God,

and qfflicted,” compared with

himself he|Matt. xxvi. 87, 38; « And he took with him Pe.
If he be the King of Israe];f let him |ter, and the two sons of Zebedee, -and 'began to
now come down from the cross, and we Wiﬂ believe | be very v )
him.  He trusted in God ; Iet him deliver him now | them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto .
the: Son of|death.” See also Mark xiv.- 83 ; and Luke xxii.
ves alse which Weré c'ii'uciﬁed 44: “And being.in agony, his sweat was as it

sorrowful.  "Then. saith -he to

Susely they|were great drops of blood'falling down :to the
" “him.— | ground.” \ .

offénded in| Verse 5th, “ But he was' wounded Jor-ourtrans.
thout| gressions, ke was Bruised Jor our iniguities ; the
nt of our peace was upon him, and with
as %a man, his siripes we are healed,” compared with 1 Peter

“ Who his own self bare our sins in

should live unto righteousness, by ‘whose
Ye were as’sheep”
day. The (not goats) < going astray ; but are now returned

nd that ae.|unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls;”—

; hanging purpose, was loved|See also John Xiv. 27, “ Peace I leave with you,
~had done so many miracles before them, yet they) as little by learned pharisees then, as now.

my peace I give unto you; not as the world giv.
- Let not your heart be
e afraid.” Eph,. ii, 14,
ur peace.” .
Verse 6th, “ All we Iike sheep have gone astray ;
we have turned every one to his own way, and the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of s all,” com.
2 pared with Luke xv, 4, 5, (see the lost sheep,) and
knew the with xiii. 10, *For the Son of Man is come to
1; “And seek and to save that which was lost.”  Also Matt.
OnCe; $ay-|xv, 24, “ am not sent but unto the lost sheep of
© unfo Usithe house of Tsracl.” Ang with John x. 16,—
which are not of this fold ;
(which were among the gentiles,) “‘them also F
must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and
arae e one fold, and one Shepherd.”” - Also
Prince “f 1 Peter iii. 18, # For Christ also hath once suffered
@ murder-{for gine the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us unto God.” And Rom, iv, ‘25, & Who
was delivered for our offences, and was raised

ueify him!
denied the

£ the flesh, should heal them. These things said Esaias when
‘ R '|he saw his glovy, and spake of him,” Next, com..
Verse 2d, % For he shall grow up before him as pare Heb. iv, 15, « ¥or we have not a

id- to

Verse 7th, % He was 'oﬁpreséed, asid %o was qf.

e




“as @ lamb to the slaughter, and as d sheep’ before|seed.” " ‘Romins ix. 8,
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“vi. 18 called; “The holy
'8, “The children of the
Jier shearers is dumb, so he openednot his mouth.” |promise are counted for the seed.” - But, it is-ask-
YWelearn from Acts viii. 35, that Philip, from this|ed, Who shall declare his generation 7’
text, preached Tesus to the eunuch. Hence we|God shall declare it.

Slicted, yet-he opened, not: his mouth : he'is brought|They are also'.insa.

Answer,
See Gal. iv. 6, © Because

. - N 93 . T
conclude that it is incontrovertably true, that it re-|ye aresons,” (not to make you such,) God sent

spects his sufferings for, or instead of his people.
Verse 8th, “ He was taken from prison and from : ‘ 7 :
sudgment, and who shall declare his generazion 7\ of Christ into their hearts deciares his generation.

forth the spirit'of his Son into your hearts, cryings
Abba Father.” Thas God by sending the Spirit

- y .. I e A e 8 e X )
For he was cut off owt of the land of the living ; His days were prolonged far beyond the wish

for the transgressions of my people was he sirick- | his enemies, for they could not {ake him until be
en”  Acts viil. 83 reads “ In his humiliation his had finished the work his Father gave bim to do
judgment was taken away,” &e., and we t}]{nk, or until his hour was come. John vii 30,. “ Then
refers to his being condemned at Pilate’s bar, when |they sought to take him; but no man jaid hands
the judgment of Pilate was, that he was an innc-|on bim,
cent man, asis perfectly plain from his declaring
that he found no fault in him, and sought his re.

of

because his hour was not yet come.”—
Also, xvil. 4, “Ihave finished the work which
thou gavest ‘me to do.” _

" Verse 11th, © He shall sce of the travail of his
soul, and shall besatisfied ; by kis knouledge shall
my righicous servant justify many, for ke shall bear
their iniquities,” compared with 2 Timothy ii. 18,
and others; “ Having ihis seal, the Lord knoweth

jease. - But the outcries of the Jews prevailed,
and the judgment-of Pilute, that he had done noth-
ing worthy of death, which yet stands recorded on
the docket, was taken away; and he gave sen..
tence against him, and delivered him to be cruci-
Ged. Sce Matt. xxvii. 11—26 ; Mark xv. 4—15, | them that are his.”  John x. 14, “I am the good
Luke xxiii. 1—25 ; alse, Dan. ix. 26: “ Messiah Shepherd, and know my sheep.” Verse 3, “ The
shall be cut off, but not for himself.” -Isheep hear his voice ; and he calleth his own shegp
Verse 9th, © And he made his grave wilh the : 3 Heb. iv. 13,
wicked, and with the rich in his death ; because he « All things are naked and open to the eyes of
Jiad done no violence, neither him.” He knows whose iniquities he.b bare; he
' knows the sheep for whom he laid down kis life;
he'knows them that he purchased¢ivith his. blood :
and 'i;nbwy‘in'g ali things, knows which are his sheep,

by name, and leadeth them out.”

was any deceit in s
mouth.”” Compare Matt. xxvil. 57, and on; “A
rich man, Jpseph of Arimathes,” laid the body of
Also with 1 Peter ii.
23, “ Who” (Christ) “did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth.” ‘
Verse 16th, « Yet it pleased the Lord fobruise
Rim ; he hath put him to grief; when thou shalt
“maké kis soul an offering for sin, he shall sce his
seed, he shall prolong kis days, and the pleasure of

Jesus in his own new tomb. 7
so he knows who to justify : and he justifies them
by his grace, by the faith of himself, by his blood,
and from all things from which they could not be
jastified by the law of Moses. See Rom. il 22—
80; & v. 1—9; Titus iil. 7; -and Acts siil. 39.
Verse 12th, ¥ Therefore will 1 divide him a por-

a people, chose a people in him; whom Jesus en-
gazed to redeem and save. 'The prophet, in view
.of the sequel, pexsonating the Father;-says: *I
will divide hinr a portion with the great.” Lo
choose from a mass, is to take a part, and leave a

N

part : and among the many circuinstances on ree-
ord illustrating the point, see Romans ix. 13,—
“ Jacob bave I loved,y but Esau have [ hated.”—
That Christ had a\people‘ given him, see John'xvii,
2, * T'hat he should give eternal life to as many as
the Father had given him.” And verse 6, “I
have manifested thy name unio the men which
thot gavest me out of the world ; thine they were,
and thou gavest them me.” 'The character with
whom Christ has his portion divided, is very
great., e is called the king over the locusts that
tomless pit. Rev. izl 11.
world.
of the air.

2 Cor. iv. 4.
leviathan, Job xli. 84,as *king over all the chil.
dren of pride.” He is not only great, but Christ

The prince of this

Eph ii. 2. The god of this world,

strong man armed. Luke xi. 21, 22: “ When a
strong man armed keepeth his palace,” (the heart
of the natural man,) “his goods are in peace:”
(unbelief is, and always was a part of the devil’s
goods,) “but when a stronger than he’ shall com
upen him, and overcome him, he taketh from Hir
all his armor whérein he tiusted, and divideth 'k
spotls.”  Christ is stronger than the king ovér the
locusts, the children of pride. . He s i'epreséh_ted
as the “ Man of God’s right h -fid, the Son of Man,
whom he bath made strong for himself.” Psalm
ixxx. 17. Yea, he appears to be ranked as “ Fel-

the Zord_, shall prosper in his hand,” compared) v
with 2 Cor. v. 21, and others: For he hath made | @itk the strong ; because ke hath poured -out his
him to be sin for us, who ksew no siz; that we soul unto death, and ke was numbered wilh the
might be made the righteousness of God in him.» |transgressors ; and ke bare tfhe sins of many, and
Heb. ix. 24, “ For Christ is not entered into the|made z'néefcessionf or the tmnsgressomu” That all
~ holy places made with hands, but into heaven it.|mankiad were spoiled by sin, is perfectly  clear to
self, now to appear in the preseiice of God for us.”» €very sober, candid mind, from Romans v. 12, and
Next, Heb. x. 4, and onward, “ For it is not pos- muchgpre testimony than is needed here: “ By
sible that the blood of bulls and of goats should|one méﬁ,ﬂ (Adam,) “sin entered into the world,
take away sins. Wherefore, when he cometh in- |and death by sin, and so death bath passed upon
to the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou all men, for that all have sinned.” The destruc-
wouldest not, but a body - hast thou prepared me. tion of the old world by the flood, and the cities
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sins thou hast of the plain by a shower of fire and brimstone,
had no pleasure, which are coffered by the law ; and the universal reign of sin unto death, over all
then said I, Lo, I come, to dothy wiilv, O God.—
He taketh away the first, that he may establish
the second. By the which will we are sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ,
once for all.” Apgain: see chapterix. 25, 26;
“ Nor yet that he should offer -himself often, as
the high priest entereth 'into:the holy placé'egery
j;éar, &c., for then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world: but now once
in the end of the world hath he appeared to- put
" away sin by the sacrifice of himself;” Psalm xxii.
30, * A seed shall serve him ;_it shall ‘be accoun-
ted to the Lord for a generation.” Matt. ii. 15,

tion witk the great, and he shall divide the spoil

sex, ages, and conditions of creatures, proves as
with the light of a sunbeam that all are spoiled:
and their being taken captive by satan, who claims
them as the spoils of war, presents their case help-
less, and hopeless, unless a Saviour interfere on
their behalf. They are all servants of corrup-
tion: “For of whom a man is cvercome, of the
same is he brought into bondage.” -2 Peter ii. 19.
And we lea n from Romans vi. 16, that men are
the servan's of them that they cbey : and we find
all men naturally walking in obedience to their
master, the devil ; who holds them'in captivity un-
der the power of sin. But God will appear for

iy.? Qo Jii. 9.7 He'is'therefote fully competent
to divide the spoil with the strong—overcome him,’
take from him the portion divided to himself, bring
ap his prisoners from the pit, open the prisen doors,
bring them that sit in darkness out of the prison
houses, and save to the uttermost all that come un-
to God by him. See Isa. xlii, 7; Zech, ix. 11;
Heb. vil, 25, “Because he hath poured out his
soul unto death,” compare with Phil, ii. 8, “And
being found iz fashion'as a man, he humbled hii.
self, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.”  And John x. 17, 18, “Ilay
dewn niy life, that I might 'take‘ it again ; no man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of n;zysebf'; I
have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it again.” See also Mark xv. 37, and John
xix. 30, % And Jesus cried witha loud voice, and
said, It is finished | and gave up the ghost.” “He
was numbered with the transgressors.”  He was
crucified between two thieves here he was nur.
bered with the transgressors. He. was reviled,
mocked, and called & deceiver: ‘thushe was num-
bered '\vit\h‘ tranggressors. He was Sufety of a
better, i. e. the New Testament, which was better
than the Old; as that wasready to vanish, akid was
taken arw_ay',“ that the second, or new one might - be

where he is spoken of as seeking “a goodly sced.” |the delivérance of ‘his chosen ; as he gave Christ

established. As Jesus was Surety for “them that

come out of the smoke that arose out of the bot.
Jobn xii. 81, ‘T'he prince .of the power.

And may be represented by Job’s |

found bim strong ; and so -he represented him as'a

tow with the Lord of hosts.” ~ Zech. xiit. 7. “In:
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodi-
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were embraced in that new, or better Testament ;
and they being transgréssors, he was- numbered
with them, as their Head, Friend, Brother, Cap-
tain, and Deliverer through and from death. And
did bear their sins. Solomon said, (Prov. xi. 15,)
 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for
it.” As Jesus was Surety for his people when they
were strangers to him, he had to smart for it.—
'So “He gave his back to the smiters, and his
cheeks tothem that plucked off the hair, and hid
not his face from shame and spitting.”  Isa. 1.
compared. with Matt. xuvi. 67, 68: “ Then did
they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and oth-
ers smote him with the palms of their hands, say-
ing, Prophecy unto us, thon Christ, Who is he that
smote thee V7 Sece also Luke xzxii. 63, 64,
Having passed briefly through the comparing
the 53d chapter of Isaiah, and having found all
the principles of it answered in direct referencs to
the person, character, doctrine, work, sufferings
and victory of Chrisf, What reason is there to
doubt the full accomplishment of the division by
by him, according to the portion given him? and
on what other principle can the fulfilment of proph-
ecy be accounted for, only on the ground of God’s
absolute predestination of all things? And as the
whole plan was in perfect view with all and every
.circumstance connected therewith, so Christ ap.
peared, “in the fulness of time,” completely qual-
ified for the redemption of his portion, and divi
ded the spoil: and neither angels or men, either
good or bad ; no, not the ministers of Christ, nor
anti-christ’s ministers, with all their singing, pray-
ing, groaning, preaching, and witchcraft, and all
the excitements they can raise at camp or protrac-
ted meetings, with all their abilities, either natural
.or acquired, with all their schools and tools, anxi-
ous benches and submission chairs, with all their
coaxing and hoaxing, all their scolding and dri-
ving, all their sighs and tears, all their cries and
fooleries, with all the converts they make, shall
ever be able to -add, or diminish-in the
least degree, or make any alteration from' the first
line of division drawn in the infinite mind of him
that said, “ I will divide him a portion with the
great.” . Wherefore lift up your heads and re-
. joice, ye that weep and mourn for sins, Christ your
Saviour is stronger than the strong man armed.
He has opened the way of redemption through
and from death, and the grave. Yea, himself is
the Way, he has risen triumphant, and is gone
home to his Father, and your Father ; to his God,
and your God. We know that our great High

Priest is accepted, while we hear the sound of the
‘bells upon the hem of his robe, and eat the fruit,
the pomegranates, which signifies the -sound and
fruit of the gospel. And if the High Priest was
accepted, so were those he represented in his of.
fering., Christ was the First Fruit of them that
slept, and if the First Fruits were accepted, the
_Harvest was ensured.
If my brethren take as much comfort in readmv
‘as] have in writing this, .in ‘the * midst of much
. pain, and many afflictions, they will not regret
* their time,
1 still remain an unwor thy servant of servants,
HEZEKIAH' WEST.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES
Warminster, Buck’s co., Pa., Jan. 4, 1844.
' Druar BrotaER WEsT :—We have been, in
what has been cur Bethel, refreshed in our souls

comforted by your pen through the Signs and
Monitor, and thank God and take.courage, that
even in these times there remaineth .a few accor-
ding to the election of grace, of the Lord’s faith:
ful witnesses, who are indeed the precious sons of

6,|Zion ; comparable to fine gold : although esteem-

ed as carthen pitchers, that give the trumpet a)
certain sound, when the tribes of Israel prepale
themselves for battle.

"T'his is to request you, or any of the Old School
brethren, (yet we desire especially of you,) to
give: your views ihrough the Signs and Monitor,
on the subject of Baptist churches renting their
pews, of hireing their preachers by the year, for a
stipulated sum; of allowing every man and
woman in the congregation to vote for preachers,
for one dollar per year, and :churches being so
chartered by legislative authority asto give to the
members of the congregation the right of setting,
as moderator, to decide who shall preach and. who
shall be silenced, while the congregation by their
overw'helming vote determine the question. As
it is, all professed Baptists are not agreed on these
subjects: we want the views of sore of our elder
brethren. “ Will you and other brethren, without
delay, favor some who hopeand trust they love
God and Zion, with your sentiments on these top-
ics?

May grace, mercy, and peace, rest on all
who lsve our Lord Jesus Christ.

THOMAS HELLINGS,
JOHN SUTCH.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE 'TII\AIES-

Wardensville, Hardy co., Va., Jan. 17, 1844,

Broreer Brrsr :—Having to write to you on
business I have thought proper to drop you a few
lines concerning those things which are precious
to God’s people. It appears to me that there: is
nothing that so much delights and cheers the son
or daughter that is “ born not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God that|
liveth and abideth forever,” asto reflect that “itis
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sheweth _mercy :” and that his
hope of life eternal beyond the Jordon' of death is
based upon the everlasting love of him “who
worketh all things after the counsel. of his own
will.” Eph.i. 11. And, that the foundation of
his salvation, and his being called to ‘a know]edge
of it, is all “according to his own purpose and
grace, which was gwen us in Christ Jesus before
the world began.” 2Tim.1i. 9. We read that
‘ the foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his:” and
that the Lord hath laid the foundation in Zion,
thatit is a sure foundatiom, that it is a stons, a

by your preaching ; we have been - edified and|

i1says the Apostle Paul. .

ble rule given to mortals, that God lays tlje foun-
datioﬁ for . the salvation of his people:—
that it is a sure foundation, .and Christ
tells Peter, “ Upon this Rock, (meaning him-
self,) “ I will build my charch; and..the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.” Matt, xvi. 18.
That he has given to his sheep- eternal life, and
they shall never perish ; and all his promises
are yea, and amen, to. the . glory of God. And
can any believer in Christ doubt for a moment that
any of -the promises Christ has made for the com-
foxt and. conso]atlon of his people shall ever fail 7
If heis not able to make them good, then he is not
wor thy of praise and adoration from the redeemed
of the Lord, “ Who of Godis made unto us wis.
dom, righteousness, sanctlﬁcatlpn, and redemption”

Also, that this same Jesus
was delivered for our offences, and raised again for

our justification, and that, he that knew no sin, '

was made sin for us, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him.  And therefore
as believers in him we are justified from all things
from which we could not be justified by the law of
Moses: “ Therefore itis of faith, that it might Dbe
by grace, tothe end the promise might be sure to
all theseed.” Rom. iv. 15. *Being justified by
faith we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ :” and Christ is the Author and Fin-
isher of our faith,so the whole plan of salvation is
complete and finished in him, leaving no room for
the ransomed of the Lord to slide and slip into irre-

coverable ruin, “for known unto God are all his.

works from the begmnlng of .the world ;” and the
means by which the soul is brought to the knowl-
edge of the truth, and the end to be obtained, is all
of God. God creates his children in Christ
Jesus, and preserves them in Christ : they are not
left to themselves to stand or fall by obedience to
law, for by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be
justified. Peter tells us that we are begotten
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance in.
corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time.” Now if
our glorious inheritance is reserved in heaven, and
we are not our own keepers, but are kept by the

power of God, then does it not clearly appear that -
we are in the hands of a covenant keeping Gods ' ~

and that all things in any wise connected with our
salvation are ordered in all things and sure !

I submit these things to your eonsideration and.
disposal. That the servants of Christ may be
enlightened with wisdom from on .high, to declare
all the counsel of God acceptably to him, is the
sincere prayer of your brother im Christ,

JAMES DUVAL.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

. Near Smyrna, Del., Dec. 28, 1842,

BROTHER Bzzse :—If one so poor and weak as

tried stone ; a chief corner stone, and that he that /myself may. claim such relationship, my shee;
believeth thereon shall not be confounded. Solis not full, and why should I send it to ycu cearly
we learn from the. word of ‘God, that only infalli- blank 1 Perhaps you may say, “Spare your ig-

A



‘norance and say no more.”

“death; but, What must [ do?

- were, af least, as white as those of my n

- the words,

- troyed all my works.

_ join the giddy throng,
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I hope you will bear with me 'if I say a word “in|vid seemed applicable to me,  Thou art the man.’

regard to wmy experience.

"When I'was about fifteen. yeals of age, (fm un-

til that time I have norecollection of any uneasi-|my self righteousness was left, when he iad con.

ness as a sinner,) [ heard these words preached|cluded his discourse.

My heart was subdued ;

trom, by Doctor James Jones, “ Except a corn of | Jesus Christ appeared on the cross dymg for sin.

wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone;
but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit.” When
he spoke of the necessity of the death of Christ to

“redeem his people, I thought it was wrong that so

ners ;

you rest.” How sweet, then, were the promises ;

good a being should die; but I could not think|and how did then my heart burn within me! My

that it was forme, Education had taught me that
I was bad, but it could not be for me : healthy and
strong as I was, I could not be in need of medicine.

True I felt a little strange, but 1 had no fear of|whole need not a physician, but they that are sick,”
I tried to read, but|and truly I was sick.
I went to another meeting, where appeared to be new ; the earth, the trees, and ev.

all was dark.
the preacher told me I must work; to this I wil-
lingly assented; butI did not know what to do.
They said I must read, and pray, and go to meet-

ceive that I was profited by it.
was I could not see.
greater works, and more of them, as I thought
something must be done, and that I could and
would do it, if I could get fixed to work right. I
performed many kinds of work; but my burden ]

" grew still heavier ; the more Iread, the more my
- condemnation appeared :

still my darling works I
I verily thought they wouldls
I sometimes thought my nchm

could not. lay by.
save me.

and why I could not get along as well as
could not tell. Their faces appeéared ¢
but I thought if fhey felt as I did, they

sume more than I could. T tried to sha!
impressions, for I would not have had asny o
know it. I had plenty of shame,such as it =

i |the subject ;
-\beventh chapter “of Proverbs:
-1 continueda long time in this way ; sometimes §{many snares and traps which the strange woman)|

be any thing or nothing, if I could but win Christ.
But L am too fast:

But to return : Every thing

ery thing ; all seemed to be peace, quietness, and
assurance forever.

but to keep away from their meetingsI could not,
I found so much good fecd there. 1 went on for
nearly four years, feeling that 1 was not worthy to

would feel so.

itne it was held at London Tract, Pa.

I'was not a member, said, *“If*ye love me, keep
my commandments.” She seemed to look at me

3 lwith sach aﬁ'ectionate eafnestness, as to awaken
-~ peculiar emetions,

But I could make her no re-

you spoke of the;

dying that sinners mlght live ; making "the
law honorable, and saying, “ Come unto me all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give

burden was gone; I was still and quiet, willing to

But this pleasing calm was of : , -2
short duration ; doubts and ,fears soon began to|™Y friends may know where to address ‘their let.
“ing; this I had already done, but could not per-|arise, and I feared that I had been mistaken in my
Where the fault|hopes, and that if I were to unite with the church sojourn in that region Of coun’ny
I concluded that I must do|I should only bring a reproach upon the cause:

join the church, for if I were worthy, I thought I| -

aet with sister Trott, who, on being informed that)|

* But we read that the |fered seemed to point out m¥ case: ; but when he /I think T never took a- more delightful step in my
"stronw should bear the infirmities of the wealk, and read his text, the words which Nathan said. to Da. life, than whenI stepped ‘into the water, and whea

*|Tcame out T went on my way rejoicing. I have

He ' went on and told the congregation, as I|travelled on with the Iittle’ﬁock/in love and fellow:
thdught, all that ever Idid. Not a patch of al{|ship ever since ; but ;

“ Sometimes my faith ’s so'little T think I'lllay it by, -
Sometimes it is sufficient, if I were call’d to die.”

May the God of Israel guide and keep you, so
that the enemy may not get an advantage over
1you, is the desire of va> poor weakling, =

ANN GRAHAM.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Zoar, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1844.
BroroEr Breme:—As I am about to remove

the text was, © They that be from this place back to my former place of abode,

wish you and all my correspondents to address
me at Boston, Erie, co., N. Y., where I hope to
again annoy anti-christ accordmcr to the ability
which God shall give me.

Please give this notice a place in-the Signs that

ters, and where to call on me, whenever they may

Yours,

TIMOTHY TAYLOR.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. .

. West Florence, O., Jan. 6, 1844.
§& Erprr Ssamurr Trorr ‘is requested to

I attended the Delaware Association the last|give his views on 1 Corinthians viii. 89, (last
There 1|clause.) . Andalso on 1 Cor. xiv. 84, 35. -

NATHAN R. KELLEY,

CRDINATION,
: _ From the Primitive Baptist,
- For the information of brethren I would ;men-

viply. Iwentto ‘the meeting houss, reflecting onliion, that the Associational meeting in Bowdoin- .
: > o - .. |ham was very agreeable and more fully attended
you preached from a portion of the

than had been expected. On Sunday, Sept, 17th,
in the presence of a large and attentive audience,
our young brother, Joseph L. Purinton, was set

zot upon my knees to pray, thinking that I would|had laid in the corners of the streets to allure the |apart, by ordination, to the work of the Ministry.

termination to hear every word, but when meeting|I felt ththwas denying him whom I loved above

was out I scarcely knew what was the text. My |all others :

mind had been roving like the fools eyes, when,

" by chance, (for soit seemed tome,) Elder Thomas

Barton came into the vicinity, and preached from
¢ The true tabernacle, which the Lord |
pitched and not man.” That sermon nearly des-
I was npearly done; butl

must not tellany one how Lle I felt, 1 tried to
; throw it all away ; my burden was very great, but

1 would shake it off, and try vain amusements and
and try to be like them. 1
assumed all I could ; but when I was alone such
was the awful state of my mind, I envied the very
brute creation, for I thought.the birds and beasts
were more happy than 1 was. The thoughts of
death had become dreadful, and'I was almost or]
quite in despair. Sometime after this my steps

were directed to attend meeting at Cow Marsh. I

went with a sad countenance and a- heavy heart.
Elder John Miller preached.

The hymns he of.

| but I felt so unworthy, how could I dare
think that I was a child of grace? when these
words came foreibly to my mind,  Suffer it to be
s0 now, for thusit becometh us to fulfil all righte-
ousness :” and who could be mtended by us, but
Christ and his believing children ?
Yes: Jesusis the Som of God. I felt willing to
confess him before the whole world.
Ilived to reach home, I would go before the church,
but not in my own strength, for I had learned that
I had none. Six weeks elapsed before an oppor-
|tunity was presented ; but I had no rest, and du-
ring the last two weeks, I thought I should not
live until the time of the church meeting, When
the time asrived, I was prevented, by a storm, from
getting to meeting until the doors were closed, 1
felt as“though I could wait no longer. The next
morning ' was lovely, and the day was clear and

beautiful, and something seemed to say to me, All

is well; Iwent forward,” and was received ; and
7

Did I believe?}:

I thought if

“not rise until I felt better, but the flesh called for uﬁWary ; when these words seemed to be forcibly Sermon by Elder Philander Hartwell on the oc-
" relief.  Again I would go to meeting, with a de-lapplied to,me, “ Come out of her my people.”

casion, from 2 Tim, iv. 2, Preach the word,”—
Prayer, at the laying on of hands, by Elder Joseph
Bailey ; charge by Elder Daniel Whitehouse;
right ‘hand of fellowshlp by Elder J.-A. Badger.

HEZEKIAH PURINTON
Richmond, Me., Oct 1, 1843.

EMT@P&EAL

New Vernon, February 1, ES&AL

“ WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK, THEN COMES
THE TUG OF WAR.

The writer of a mrcular upon the subject of
Ministerial Education, published in the “ Michigan
Christian Herald,” by the committee of the State
convention, makes use of the above quotatioh', in
showing up what he conceivesto be the heces51ty
of making the Baptlst Ministry familiar’ with the
Greek language, in order that they may compete
successfully with their learned opponents of other
denommatlons. How various and ‘discordant-are
the reasons assxgned by the advocates of a man.




e s el g ey b L

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Wi

21

made ministry, for their pref’exie‘nce of human
above divine qualifications for the ‘ministry. - At
one time we are told that our versian of the scrip-
tures is so imperfect, that a thorough knowledge of
the original textis indispensably necessary in or-
derto produce unanimity of sentiment ; and to
know the original text we must of course under-
stand the languages in which théy were at-first
written, to wit : The Hebrew and the Greek: -and
not unfrequently in the same treatise we are told
that they have io contend with learned critics, and
therefore we must meet them Greek to Greek, and
Hebrew to Hebrew, or we cannot do them battle.
Now both of these arguments eannot be good for
' the purposes intended, even if either or both of
them could be established in point of truth: but
we propose toshow that neither of these positions;
are tenable, A collegiate or glassical education
never has led to unanimity of sentiment, or we
should not find, as now we do, giants of literature
distributed among almost every religious sect in
existence. * So far to the reverse of this, there are
very few religious sects, heresies, or speculations,
which may rot be traced back to some profoundly
learned man. We might here namea catalogue of
them, such as Luther, Calvin, Cromwell, Wesley,
Priestly, Gill, Fuller, &e. Why so much discord
among these worldly wise men, if much learning
tends to unanimity 7 If a thorough knowledge of|

Examine the history of the chitireh of God in all
ages of the world, and tell ‘s, if it be true, that
‘the cause of trath has been defended by the learn.
ed and the wise of this world, In what college
did Moses; and Aaron, and: Joshua, and Sampson,
ard Gideon, and Daniel graduafe? What were
the classics of David and of all the prophets of our
'God? In what seminary did John the Baptist
study Latin and Greek ; and what haman training

Mary? ‘What was the education of the Apostles
of the Lamb of God? In what chapter of holy
writ are we informed, that, when the foes of Zion
perceived that the . Apostles were - learned men,
they took knowledge of them that they had been
with Jesus?  So far as divine revelation extends,
the testimony of Paul is sustained, that God has
chosen the foolish and the weak things of this
world, to confound the wise. This was not from
necessity, but choice : for God was as able, if it
had been his pleasure, to call learned men as fools
to the work ; but that would not show that the ex.
cellency of the cause wasof God. A bad cause
may often be made to appear very plausible when
defended by the eloquence and the talent of the
learned and the mighty ; but when the learned
and the mighty are driven from the field by the
u/nleamed, the artless and the simple, the excellen-

cy of the cause is made more prominently to ap.

the original language in which the scriptures were
written, will enable men more readily to under.;
stand these scriptures, why were not the J. ews, who
understood their own language, the first to under-
stand what the prophets had written? And why
was the gospel, as preached by Paul, and his breth-
‘ren in the primitive church, foolishness to the
Greeks 7 -The truth is, the gospdl ‘of -Fesus Christ
s, at this day, as great a stumbling block, and as
great foolishness to our Hebrew and Greek schol-
fars, generally speaking, as it was in the Apostelic
day to the Jews and Greeks; because it has seem-
ed good, in the sight of God, to hide these things
-from the wise and prudent, and to reveal them un.
to babes. No man can therefore admit that the
scriptures are truth, without denying that human
‘wisdom or education can assist its possessors to)
understand, from the scriptures, the fhings of the
Spirit ; things which cannot be known only as
.. they are spiriteally understood, by a spiritual peo-
ple, or a people born of the Spirit of God.

. Ll & . oy
Neither is human erudition the armor in which

‘the battles of the Lord are to be fought ; for then
“would God have chosen the nighty, the learned,
-the wise, the noble, -and the great; but this the
Apostle expressly declares was not the case.  Paul
was himself a learned man, but his learning did

not make him acquainted with the spirituality of

the scriptures; for he was not taught it but by

- revelation. When it pleased God who separa.-
- ted him from his mother’s womb, to reveal his Son
in him, straightway he conferred not with flesh
-and blood ; and his speech and his preaching was
not in the language which man’s wisdom teach-
eth ; that the faith of his brethren ;should. not
stand in the wisdom of men,
God,” = ..

but in- the power. of

pear. - : ) .

Now let us review the retrospact we have taken
of the history of the children of God, and in.
quire who have uniformerly besn the snemies of
the truth of God ? On this branch of -sacred his.
tory, let the modern disciples of Gamaliel feast
word of ‘the Lord by Moses,“wet¥ leurned men/
All the astrologers and soothsayers of Babylon
were men of education ! Al the prophets who
were fed at Jezebel's table, were learned at the ex.
pense of the crown.. The Secribes, the Pharisees,
and the Saddusees, who constantly opposed and
persecuted the Son of God, were all learned men.
Pilate, who condemned to be cruelly scourged, in.
sulted, and crucified, one. in whom he could find
no guile, was able to write a superscription to
place above the head of Zion’s King, in Hebrew,
Latin, and in Greek, where human literature, when
religiously employed, is generally placed. An or-
ator of distinguished talent ‘was hired to ilﬁpeach
an Apostle of the Lord Jesus, before Felix, the
Roman governor, and learned men have flourish.
edamong the principal Pagan, Papal, and Protes-
tant persecutors of the people of God, from that
time to the present. In what partof divine reve.
lation is the church of God taught to trust the de.
fence of the cause to the learning and . the talent
of men? is it where God has said, ¢ Cursed is man
that frusteth in maf], or maketh flesh his arm 77
The people of God shall dwell as towns without
walls; for God himself shall be a wall of fire
round about them, and a . glory in their midst.—
And js not our God a sufficient Refuge for his
people? He is our Shield, our Defence; our

caused him to leap at the salutation of the virgin‘

safe without the armor of Saul? & Walk about
Zion, tell her towers ; consider her palaces, and
mark well her bulwarks, that ye may tell it to the
generations to come.” He is indeed our Hiding
Place, our Covert from “the storm, and he is unto
us as rivers of water in a dey place, and as the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land. The
place of  Zion’s defence is the invineible munition
of rocks; the Eternal God is her Refuge, and un.
dermeath are the everlasting arms. He rideth up-
on the heavensin her help, and in his 'excellency
onthe'sky. Who is like unto ‘thee, O Israel, a
people saved by the Lord? o

~But it is said, “ When Greek meets Greek, then
comes the tug of war.” The perversion of this
motto, from. its original application to Grecian.
chivalry, to make it apply to the lilly.fingered and
effeminate production of modern academies and
colleges, is no greater than the perversions which
such writers usually make of the scriptures when
they take occasion to refer to them. It would be’
curious enough 'to witness the fug of war when the
aristocracy ‘of religious learning compare their
notes. How often they have been called into the
field like horses trained for the turf, or like game
cocks, to contend for some premium offered for a
tract. There have we seen Greek to Greek, and
there the tug of war. Greek has met Greek at
the Congress Hall, at the commencement of al-
most every session to contend for_the chaplency,
and there have we witnessed the tug “of war,—
Where rich congregations, splendid meeting-houses,
and heavy salaries ‘have been in the market, there
has been a tug of war; there Greek and Greek

their vanity. ~All the magicians who opposed the

have dressed themselves, (not in thunder, bht) in
smoke, and fought with zeal worthy of a no-
bler cause.” High offices of Honot, " trist,” and
emolument, in modern voluntary religious associa-
tions, fat missionary fields, and lucrative agencies,
have often brought Greek to Greek, and there has
been the tug of war. ' )

-But when have men, distinguished for their liter. .
ary attainments, been assembled for the defence of
the doctrine of divine sovereignty, against the
attacks of arminian ‘workmongers? © When and
where have they ever been known to advocate un-
popular truth agrinst popular error ? Reader, have
you ever seen the powers of darkness rally against
the little flock of Jesus? have you seen them in
deadly strife? then have you marked on the part
of Apollyon a collection of wealth, talent, and
learning ; and on ‘the part of Zion, the poor, the
obscure, the unlearned, and the unpopular. On X
the one side you have seen the Davids, and the Go.
liaths on the other. _ Those on the one ‘side boast-
ing in human power, and ability, and learning, and
those of the other, discarding all confidence in the
fesh, and, in the name of their God, setting up
their banner. The help which the church of God
derives from State Conventions, Education Socie.
ties, and other humanly devised worldly’ religious
institntions, is very similar to the aid which the
cabse of truth has been favored with by popish in. *
quisitions, racks, tortures, gibbéts, flames and fag-

Strong Tower, and our Avenger.' Are we not

ots, for the extermination of heretics and heresy.
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From all such helps every devoted soul shall pray
« Lord deliver us.” 1In reference to the pretended
olject of the Michigan Baptist State Conventiom
in calling for money to make Greeks of those ag-
onizing young men, whom, they say, are panting
o do good, and whose souls burn within them to
preach the gospel, and who are so inflammable and
likely to be burat up, astoextort from the convention
the pathetic cry,. ¢ Brethren, shall we let the in-
ternal fires consume them?” In reference, we
say, to the object of the convention, it is the most
flimzy and hy pocritical that we have ever heard
of, viz: to defend the Baptist denominotion from
the learned trickery of the Pedo Baptists, and thus
to keep up our denominational distinction, &e.
Is their a rational being in our country who does
not know that the greatest pretenders to learning
among the Baptists, are invariably among the very
first to'join affinity with the leading spirits of an-
© togonistical denominations 1 Are not the leading
actors in all the worldly institutions of our times,
such as National Bible, Missionary, Tract, Sabbath
School, Abelition, and Total Abstinence Societies,
in which the various, ring, streaked and speckled
professed denominations are united with the world,
educated men? Do not those Baptist preachers
who have learned the science at college, inter-
change with preachers of. the Methodists, Presby-
terians, and other opposite denominations, follow.

trained by‘ the. wisdom of ‘men, for the work

Wheleuntb he has called them. It is his exclusive

'province to call and to'qualify whom be pleases

and as he ple'xses and all whom he. has thus des-
ignated are required to preach as with the abilit ty he
gweih. How, presumptous, heaven daring, and in-

sulting to the divine majesty for man, in the pride|;

of his vain heart, to attempt to improve what God.

has done.’ fMay not the works of God, in crea-
tion and providence, be as ‘easily improved as his
works of Grace? Why not, then, try the powers
of human sufficiercy upon the natural heavens,
polish the sun, hang out a greater number of stars,
forbid the waning of the moon, and increase hex
lustre until her radiance shall surpass the brigh’t-
ness of the sun, as far as it is supposcd e wis-
dom of men excels the wisdom of our Ged 7 Why
not improve the fixed laws of nature, annibilate
the covenant which God has made with day and

night,

« Make ﬁmhtened rivers change their course,

And Dackwaxd hasten to their source ?”
Alas for the vanity of the human heart, thus to
contend with God! If human wisdom and pow-
er can neither improve nor change the principles of
nature, why should it be thought that the spiritual
things of God are more susceptible of human im-
provements 7. High as the heavens transcend the
earth on which we tread, do all the thoughts and

ing around, and hailing them as brethren, and pay-
ing more respect to one of them than to a dozen
_of the poor brethren of the Baptist order? It
cannot be denied ; and yet they have the affront-
ry to ask us to educate their beneficiaries, in order
to defend the distinguishing points on which we
" differ from our neighbors. Who by learning the
Latin or Greek language can better understand
that Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, and that
the subjects of His government are required to be-
come a separate and distinct people? Who “that
has been tanght of God, and can read the English ver-
sion of the New Testament, needs a Greek Lexi-
con to define the language that enjoins on all who
love our Lord, to follow him inbaptism? Our ver-
sion of the scriptures has been scrutanized by the
best linguists of all the conflicting denommahons,
and the result of all their criticisms is before us,
in plain english. Where then is the necessity of
spending our time, and the people’s money" to ac-
quire a knowledge of the dead languages! if
thesé sprigs of scholastic divinity, who study the
science of sermonizing at colleges and theological
schools, were qualified to do all their preaching in
in the Greek language, their hearers generally
would not be profited by it. It is all a mistake to
suppose that the defence of gospel truth, gospel
rites or ordinances, requires any other ability than
that which God giveth.
among us who have never seen the .interior of a
coltege, who, with the scriptures in their hand, and
the grace of God in their hearts, could set the
world on fire, while one of our college-bred  dan-
dies would be‘lighting his match! It is.a . gross
_impeachment of the. wisdom of God, to say that

We have. men enough

| For the comfort of such, we will .to the law and

ways of God transcend theé vaib, illusive, and ar-
rogent thoughts and pretentions of the human
heart.

For want of time and space, we must defer fur-
ther remarks on this prolific subject for this time.
Inournext no. we propose to copy the Circularof the
Michigan Convention, from which we have copied
the motto at the head of this article, and review
it in its parts, comparing them with the testimony.
of the Bible. We think it will be no difficult
task to drag to the light and show -up the hypoc-
risy, covetousness, and abomination of the leading
arguments made use of in that document, to 'per-
suade men to support a_learned religious aristocra.
cy in Michigan. '

< «“WHAT IS TRUTH?’

« Pilate once asked Christ this question, and
frequently has it been repeated smce that txme,
and answered in accordance with men’s own opin-
ions, without respect to Bible trut, every one turn.
ing to his own way, one setting up one system,
‘and another setting up ancther; ome preaching
pohtlcs, and calhng them truth; another preach-|s
ing moral cuiture, and ecalling that truth ; another
preaching the free-will of man, moving hLim to
“turn religious,” and -calling this tmm, whilst
the trath which- Christ and -his disciples preached
is very seldom heard of. So that, in this dark and
cloudy day, this day of awful depmtuxe from truth,
when truth is apparently falling, when it is tar-
nished and attempted to: be expiamed away, the
pobr weakling in the family of God is sometimes
at his wit’send to knowfand is again and agam
constrained to inquire, Where and what is truth?

the testimony attend, and try  to answer the ques-
tion ; and may the Spirit assist and apply it to the
heart, and thus give his testimony to it.

.| grace centres in him.

'I he Bible truth is characterized by three lhmgs.
First, it centres ih Christ; for he said, “ 1 am the
Way, the Truth, and the Llfe.”, That cannot,
then, be splrltual truth which ‘does not centre in
him, and which does not exhibit him. "'Fherefore,
a preacher without Christ canrot be a man sent
from God ; a sermon without Christ eannet .be a
serinon of the Spirit’s s enditing ; forheis all in all
in the Bible, and it is the Eapmta work, him to
preach and g lorify. Hels 4/l in the promises, o/l
in the doctrines, all in theFather’s puxposes, @l in
the salvation of the church, and all in the songs of
the redeemed. When I wish, therefore, to know' )
whether this or that is trath, I must inguire-i¥
Christ shines forth in if, if it exhibits him who i3
the brightness of the Father's glesy ; and if he =
not thcre, it may be natural or moral truth, but
is not gospel truth, mor truth to benefit and feed
the soul, not the truth of salvation’s gloricus
theme. The promises of God’s word centre in
Christ, for they are all yea andiamen in him ; and
it they are not spoken in.connexion with the name
of him who fulfilleth the promise, they posséss no
life, no power, no sweetness. The doclrine of
8peak we of elcetion ’—
This centres in him, and 1s truth ; for he was cho-
sen as the Head of the church, and all the me
bers were chosen in him : “ According as he hath
chosen us in him before the touncmtloq of the
world.”  Speak we of adoption, as scns of God ?
It is written, we “ are predestinated to the adop-
tion of children by Jesus Christ unto himself.”
So that this is truth. Speak we of redemption?
“ We have redemption through his blocd ;7 net
through our cbedience and st11v1r¢r Spedk we of
justification? We are Justxﬁed by his righteous- .
ness betog 1mputed tous; in that we stnml accep-
ted, and it is made manifest to us through faith.
And if we speak of calling; it is mMep, “The
eyes of our understanding being opened, that we
may know the hope of his cailing,” " So that di-
vine truth is altogether in Christ. It is ailin hlm,
and through him, and by him, and for him. - Yea,
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works.

These are doctrines which give great offence to
the carnal mind, and dead plof’e i them
the subject of ridicule, and call thew u: ‘rcaannable
nonsense ; but this is only p'om"r the »:m.ptures
tobe true ; for it is written, ¢ The preaching of the
cross is foolishness to them that believe not,

Baut if the inquirer should still object, the free-
will scheme sets forth doctrines epposite to these,
and yet seems to support them by scripture, and
how am I to know which is right? I answer,
Secondly, That is trath which liberates the soul ;
for Christ says, « The truth shall make you free.”
Here, then, the point to come to is that to which
Paul came: Do the doctrines we believe stand in
the wisdom of man, or the power of Ged? If the
former, they wiil only reach the head but if the
latter, they will infuénce the hedrt, - If ‘we be-
lieve them merely because some favorite minister

speaks them fluently, then we are deceived ; for
nothing will stand but that which is, of God—
That which is brought heme with power and sweet-
ness by the opmt, is truth; and when it is so
brought, it comforts the mind, cheers the heart,
and imparts freedom to the soul. = Therefore; if I
wish to know the truth of ‘the doctrine of election,
it must be by the Spirit bringing it home in sweet-
ness to my soul, havmg made me feel that without”
it Jam undone forever, and assuring me of per-
sonal interest in it, which proclaims God' ehoosing
his people to eternal life from-before the founda-
tion.of the world, and making them secure in
Christ ; and thus believing, I'enterinto rest, and
possess that peace of mind, that liberty of soul,

]

those whom he has called to the work, negd‘toibe

which cannot possxbly be experienced by those who

2
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{4ink that none are chosen,
if they like, and that

Lat that all mav coms

fior 6

Such -are in darkness and bondage all
fl

wmt, all may fall away

again.
taeir life ; therefore, their docirine cannot be fruth;
.

for it ltberates not the soul

1f I know any thing experimentally of the doc-jthe gospel, in some instaness, poiats out the man-

binds all rationalintelligencies'to constant, perpet-
pal obedience. - o '
! The federal constitution is the -supreme law of
1the tand, bat the acts of Congress.. point cut the
manner and measure of duty to the citizens; and

trine of pardon and redemption, through faith in|ner of duty, but the law gives it the binding in-

his blood, it is because the Spirit has brought to
my soui an assurance of pardoning love, by the

application of the blood of sprinkling, saying,
s Tay sins are forgiven thee.”  Thus the dostiine
of special redemption is trath, bscause it liberates
the soul, whilst the doctrine of umiversal redemp.
tion is false, because its teadency is to make the
poor sin-bumefled soul miserable.

Agoin ¢ If 1 speak experimentally of the sweet-
ness of imputed righteousness, which some. call
imputed nonesense, 1t is because the 8pirit teaches
me I have no righteousness of my own, and,
therefore, if I get to heay it must be by the
righteousness of another, even hrist; and the
Spirit baving coavinced ms of my. own warighte-
ousness, and of Chiist’s righteousness, he has theve-
by given me a truo token of my iaterest in him
who is ¢ the Lord our righteousness,” which as-
surance imparts a composure of mind which the
cannot possess who think heaven depends in parl
on their own doings, and strivings, and prayers;
therefore, the doctrine of impuated righteousness is
truth (Rom. iv. 6,) whilst all self-righteousness is
sin, and all who die trusting in it will see publicans
and harlots enter the kingdom before them.

‘ [coNcLUDED 1N OUR NEZXT.]

by
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MOORE'S LETTE}%S CONTINUED.

LRTTER ZI.

Mapary:—Having made some little inquiry rel:
ative to the divine periections, as they are con-
cerned in the salvatien of sinners,and shewn that
however popular the doctrine of universal condi-
tional saivation may be, thatit is notwithstanding
manifestly at variance with all the adorable perfec-
tions of the sapreme Deity, we shall next proceed
to inquire whether it is possible that the sacred
counte-
is.will be confessed
that the scriptures are nothing more or less than
expressions of the Divine will, and when fairly un-
derstood, must convey the knowledge of the truths
they coniain correctly ; and it must be acknowl-
edged, that when truth is not known as it really is;
that it is not understood in any degree ; there be-

ad

seriptares ean, whea properly. explained,

natice this doetrine or not.

ing no medium between trath and falsehood what

soever, truth being a certain something, and neth-
And it 1s further acknowledged, that the
seriptures cannot contradict themselves, but that
they harmonise and agree uniformly, witheut the
jeast jar or confusion : and we have formerly ob-

ing else.

served that they comprehend two cardinal points

on which all the rest depend, or to which ‘they re-
fer to a greater or jess degree : and these twolead-
ing prineiples can never be brought together, so as

to incorporate the one with the other; moris 1

possib!e,fthat the law can change: no—=iot by
any act of the divine will itsclf; so that it can
cease at any time to require a perfect conformity
‘to the divine will : neither can the gospel, by any

principle whatsoever, take the nature of the law,

By the law, we conclude that every binding
principle is established ; and by the gospel, - the
purpose of God in the salyation of sinners is ex:
pressed : not does the gospel bring any binding
“principle with it, when abstractedly, or singly con-]
sidered, Itis true, it sometimes points out the)
.manner in which duty ought to be performed, but
all obligation to the performance of duty grows out
of the law, * Thou shalt have no other God be-

flunence it folds,  And should we suppose that the
gospel brings any ebligatien with it, that  was un.
known to the law, and the violatioa of that obliga-
tion will involve us in guilt, then we must cer-
tainly perish ;rfor there is nothing the sacrad
seriptares to justify our concluding th.t Christ die
for sin committed against the gospel, whick grows
out of his dying love. Andif there are any sins
against the gospel, he must have died for tuem, or
those who are guilty of sifining in this way, must
perish forever. And besides, it is a contradiction
to reason and common sense, to suppose Cnrist
I died for sins committed against the gosjel, since
the gospel itself has its foundation in his dymng
blool And when the gospel issuppos.d to be
offered on terms and conditions to sinners, these
terms have their binding influence ecither from the
{law or the gospel ; and if it does not arise from

in
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71the law, it could net have any infiuence, or be any

way expiated by the'death of Christ, who 1s said
to have redeamed us from the curse of the law;
but no mention is made, or the least hint given, of
any satisfaction made for the breach of any gospel
precept. And if binding obligations grow out of
the-law, and we are bound by the law to the per-
formance, and this performance is made the coa-
dition of our salvation, then we are to be saved by
the works of the law, or by @ work dons in cbe-
dience to the law, which is the same thing ; which
doétrine contradicts the expres: ceclaration of the

jaw are under the curse.”  Gal. iil. 18.

Bat I expect the advocatss for conditional s
vation will not contend that our salvation depends
on any thing done in obedisnce to the law in &
proper sense; but that the gospel requires ihose
things that are the condiions of oar salvation,
from some principle inherent in itsalf, without any
reference to'the law in any, respect whaisoever.—
To-understand this subtle mode of reasoning, we
| must conclude that the old law is done away aito:
gether, and some new obligation is introduced:
but we have already shewn that ‘all obligations to
obedience must flow {rom either the law or the gos-
pel ; and if the law is done away, and some new
principle established, and the violation of this new
| principle will expose us to the same final sufferings
we wete liable to by the violation of the oid faw. &
see no advantage gained'by the change. ~But it
may, rotwithstanding, be necessary for us io 1n-
quire, whether it is possible that any new law can
take place, or not; and wherein this pew law. dif-
fers from that which is supposed to be takenaway'!
Tle law, as explained by our Lord Jegus Christ,
required that we should love the Lord our God
with all our heart, soul, mind, and stresgts, and
cur neighbor as ourselves ; -and if the new faw re-
quires any thing less, it differs very materially from
the oldlaw ; and the former law must have re-
quired either too ‘much or too little, and in cither
case 1t will involve a weakness in the divine Legis.

But bis unchangeable excellencies forbid

al-

g

t

later.
us to believe that more or less ¢an be required, than
completes conformity to all his moral perfect:ons;
nor can thoserperfections require any thing, atany
one time, that they do not tequire at all other
tites. k ' :

Laws among men may be amended or wholly
repealed, owing to their weakness andimp rfection;
bat we have never beard of any law being repealed
or amended, while in the estimation of the legisla-

fore me,” extends through time and eternity, and|tor it possessed every possible good already: and

- i

dieth no more?

Apostle: “ As many asare of the works, of the,

the Apostle says' of the “law of God, (that very
taw that is supposed to be repealed,) ¢ That it is
holy, just,-and good ;” and adds, © T'he law is holy,
and the commandinent holy.” Romans vil. 1
Now if this law is done away, for what reason
and what mus! the law givenin the room of this
be? if any such law -exists, it must be neither
holy, just, or good, for if itis possessed with these
gualities, it is the old, und not a new law ; and if
¢ wants any or all of these excellencies, it is 1o
jonger the luw of God, but the offspring of & vaia
i agiasation. .

But when we suffer ourselves, with the friends
af conditioas) salvation, to buileve that there. has
really been a repeal of the original law, and that a
new one has Leen imiroduced 1n lue of the former,
are we to understand thatany transgression of this
new faw will cxpose the offender to any penalty,
as the effect of his rebellion against the dignity and
nathority of this law 7. And if we are to suppose
ta¢ penalty to be either more or less; must not the
teansgressor remain forever under the vengeatce
inflicted, since Christ being' raised from the dead
Death-can have no more domin-
ion over him : and if it is possible for any to sin
where his blood will not apply, they are gone for-
ever without hope ; and if 1t will require the merit
of his blood to deliver from the guilt contracted by:
the violation of this new law, then there can be no
advantage gained by all this go-about business,
since his precious blood delivers from the curse of
t he former law, and nothing less will do under the
latter one : and if sinnersare not under guilt some
way or other, and such a degree of guilt as leaves
them exposed to divine wrath, why do gentlemen
who plead for universal conditional salvation de-
nsugce hell and damnation against sinners so free-
ly from the pulpit? 1t was a muxim with the
Apostle, and given in advice to Timothy, “ Right-
ly to divide the word of truth:” and it would pre-
vent much confusion in preaching, if we were to
observe the same inethod ; and those that attend
to hear us preach would be much better informed
with respect to the real situation in which they
stand, ~ But when our condemnation as ‘sinners is
supposed to arise from some obligation growing out
of the gospel, and our salvation on something done
by us; neither law nor gospel-is well urderstood;
and when the taumpet gives such an uncertain
soand, it is difficult, if not impossible, for any to be
prepared for the battle. ‘

'The finest harpsichord that ever was touched
by a lady’s fingers, never  delights cur ears, but
when there is a distinction ‘of sounds; and . the
gloricus gespel loscs all its beauty and -excellency,
when it 15 so mixed and misgled with law princi-
plesand terms and conditions; in other words,.
that it is not possible to comprehend whether ‘we
are to be saved by grace or works. It most evi-
dently appears therefore that universal conditional
salvation involves & principle that the sacred scrip-
tures, taken generally, know nothing of ; denies
that men and women are by nature children of
wrath, on account of the breach of the divinelaw;
transfers the guilt of sip fo the breach of scme

e
e

'gospel precept ; and establishes a principle the

sacred writings know nothing of : nor is it possible
.hsy can know of any ground of condemnation
to sinners, but what arises from the breach of the
law; nor of any mode of reconciliation to God,
but what the gospel reveals. Tay all the guilt you
have incuired by the breach of the first, be entire:
ly chiiterated through the atonement the last reveals

“Va, Tract Sociery.—Will the many friends of this Sc.
ciety who have books in their hands, or moneys belonging to
the Lord, dispose of ‘the formér as soon as possible, and
send the lattey with all despaich, to George Steele, Treas-
urer, There are many contributions which are yet only on
pper, will not the friends reduce them immediately to a
specie currency ?—W. C. Cranz.” Rel, Herald.
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

OBITUTART.

BPOBEBRE. _

 RIST O AGBVES.

Diep, very suddenly, in this town, on Thursday evening,
the 18th inst., Mrs. Lucnpa, consort of our brother, Dan.-
iel Harding, and daughter of Mr. Joseph Beakes, of Wall.
kill, aged, ‘ } )

Sister Harding was a worthy, highly esteemed, and
greatly beloved member of the New Vernon church.—
About one year ago she was brought down to the border of
the grave, insomuch that all who saw her segmed to des-
par of her recovery. During that sickness her mind was
tranquilly stayed upon her God, and she was enabled to
give the most satisfactory assurance of her complete readi-
ness toput off the body of flesh, and put on her garments

of immortality. Such was the bappy state of her mind,|

that the writer of this feeble tribute to her memory,. on

visiting and conversing with her, felt assured that in her|

case the bitterness of death was passed, and that her wing.
ed soul would soon take its rapturous flight to the bosom of
her God and Saviour. She said on one occasion, .that she
had no desire to recover, no fears of death ; but she had, in
contemplating the subject, been led to inquire in her

mind, how the soul was conveyed from the body to the in.|

heritance in glory ; and while musing on the subject, there
appeared to her mind a heavenly chariot, which seemed to

be designed for the conveyance of her ransomed spirit up to|

“he courts of her eternal home. Never in our recolleetion
did the death of a saint appear to us more delightful than
on thatoceasion. But to our great joy and disappointment,
her sickness at that time was not unto death, but to the glory
of God, she was raised up again to apparent health.—
During the past year, among other things which ske was
raised up to witness, her companion Has experienced the
joys of pardon and reconciliation by the blocd of the Lamb,
and on a profession of faith in the blessed Redeemer, has
been baptized into the same church of whieh she was a
member. She has left three small children, the youngest
of whom is only a few weeks old. ‘

On the day preceding that of her death, we were provi.
dentially at her house for about two or three hours ; at this
interview she conversed as usual upon the subject of relig.
ion, of the revival now in progress in the churches of this
vicihityL and spake of anticipating the pleasure of attend-
ing the church meeting at walkill on Saturday, (which was
the day of her burial,) to hear the experience of young
converts who Wished to follow their Lord in baptism.—
On the day following, she arose in the mdrning apparently
in usual health, but soon after complained of pain in her
head, and early in the afternoon her head became so dis-
tressed that she laid down, and seemed to fall asleep. At
about 4 o’clock, P. M., it was thought from her appearance
advisable to awake her; this was dore with great difficul
ty, when it was found that she was senseless; she only ut-
tered a very slight groan. A physician was immediately

: called in, and every effort was made for her recovery, but
all invain ; and at about 10 o'clock, P. M., the redeemed
spirit stepped into that chariot of which ‘she had enjoyed
such a delightful view twelve months before, and was
borne away to fairer mansions in the world of glory.

Jackson, Susquehannah co., Pa., Jan. 20, 1844,

Diep, in Clifford, Pa., Deec. 28th, Mr. Jonn WEeLLS,
consort of our sister, Anna Wells, aged 55 years. He was
enabled to bear hie severe illness without murmuring ; re-
garding it as an expression of the pleasure of God, and as
coming from his hand, he seemed perfectly resigned. He
was a'kind and amiable husband, an affectionate father, and
lived beloved and respected by a large circle of friends.—
He never made a public profession of relgion ; but he ex-
pressed a hope in God, some weeks before his death, which
remained as an anchor to his soul, while his body was endu:
ring the most severe and racking pain. He expressed no
desire to recover from his sickness; but waited with the
anost unshaken confidence, the Lord’s time. He has left a
- widow and ten children to mourn his absence. May the
Lord who is the God of the widow, and a Father to the
fatherless, sanctify this afflictive stroke to the surviving

friends and relatives.
. ARNOLD BOTCH.

The following verses, whichthave before appeared in the
Signs of the Tinies, are’ again inserted by the request of
several of our friends.” 'The original first. four ‘verses, we
believe, were composed and sung- at the parting.of threc
christian Indians.—Ep, = 7+ - v ’

' '+ The Parting Friends.
* When.shall we all mect again?
‘When shall we all meet again ?
Oft shall glowing hope expire,
Oft shall wearied love retire,
Oft shall death and sorvow reign,
Ere we all shall meet again,

Though in distant lands we sigh,

Parch’d beneath the burning sky;

Tho’ the deep between us rolls,

Friendship still unites our souls 5

Still, in faney’s wide domain

Oft shall we all meet again, - : ¢

When our burnish’d Iocks are gray,
Thin’d by many- a toil spent day ;
When around this youthful pine
Moss shall creep, and ivy twine,

-" Long may this lov’d hower remain +—
Here, may we all meet again.

When' the dream of life is fled 5
When'its wasted lamp is dead ;
When in eold oblivion shade,
Beauty, wealth, and fame are laid ;
Where immortal spirits reign :
There, may we all meet again,

There shall we all be at rest,
Leaning on our Saviour’s breast;
There shall we forever be

Gazing on the Drrry ;¢

There shall we the Lams adore,
There shall we all part no more.”
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the seventh day holy, as a rest, in ackndw]edge-llgf'e, and eating and living forever.. Not so under
ment of God’s having finished the work of crea.|the gospel ; Christ having become the end of the
tion in six days, having made all things very good, |law for righteousness, and having taken the curse
having given to manand beast for meat that which | out of the way, the believer has but to eat s flesh
he had caused the earth spontaneously to produce, |and drink his blood which he giveth, and he Aath
thus himself making ample provision to meet ev.|eternal % e. Hence as life and salvation flow -
ery want his creating power had produced, so spontaneously to the believer through Christ Jesus,
Christ also having finished the work of redemp. | he has no occasion to sweat and toil for a righte-
tion ; having brought in everlasting righteous.|ousness of his own to save him from the curse of
ness ; made an end of sin, removed the curse, and| the law, but may devote himself and all his time
provided an ample fulness to meet the wants of|to glorifying God, that whether ke eat or drink, or
every sinner, who, under a sénse of his guilt andwhalever he does, he may do all to the glory of God.
ruin, is drawn to him for salvation, and having ret|1 Cor. x. 31. Do those great Doctors of the. .
moved every barrier to this fulness flowing spon-{Lord’s:day Conventions, who are so zealous for a
tanedusly to sinners; has entered into his rest, hay.legal sabbatk, know any thing of this spiritual
ing ceased from his own works, as God did Jrom|vest which remains unto the people of God, from
his ; (Heb. iv. 10,) and gospe} faith apprehending|all the demands of the law ?
this, léads the individual to cease from ‘his works After this lengthy preface, I will preceed with
under the law, to rest in Christ. He is farther re.las much brevity as I can to notice the several
quired to keep holy this rest in honor of what parts of the text. It divides itself inte two gen.
Jbristhas done.  Asunder the law the Israelite|eral heads : first, What God requires of his peo-
- not afler theflesh, Ido not feelas T would wish.|Who did any work on the seventh day, practically ple, that they may honor him ina due observance
But whatever may be my own, or the feelings of|denied God’s having made ample provision for the [of the gospel Sabbath. Secondly, Certain prom.
others oh the subject, an examination of it, as pre-| Wants of man in the six day’s creation, so under|ised blessings, consequent upon the right obser. '
sented to view in that text, and illustrated in the|the gospel, the individual who works for accep-|vance of those requisitions, ¥
New Testcment, may not be unprofitable to me or | tance with God,. denies Christ’s having finished| 1st. The requisiiiqns. If thou turn away thy
my brethren. the work of redemption, and isa sabbath breaker. foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on
2d. That as seven in the figures of types and|my holy day. Our turning away our Joot figm it,
prophﬁf@y was. ased- 1o prefigure a fulness or ajas showed by th 2 ‘chnnexion, does. not mean a
whole, &ec., so the observanée of the seventh day, |turning away from it in"‘h'ot%bservingrit; but we
seventh year, &c., showed that under the gospel|are to turn away our foot from it, in that we are
there should be to the true Israel of God, not mere- | not to trample upon it as something common, or
ly a rest of one day in seven, and one year it seven,| which may be thrown aside, for our own works or
from the toils of the law, but a complete and

exercises, We. are also to turn away our foot
continued rest from all its toils and burdens. And from it, in not doing our oun pleasure on his holy
as the seventh day- rest was to be holy to the|day. The gospel dispensation is brought to view
Lord, so the believer in Christ is to believe all his|as one day. It s the day which the Lord hath
time and himself holy to the Lord, and not to be

made. Psalm cxviii. 24, It is the day made by ~
satisfied with keepingone dayin seven holy. Or as|his resurrection, and which he rules, as he made
the Apostle teaches, they are to consider them.

the sun {0 rule by day in natural time. It is koly,
selves not their oun, that they are bought with a

in thatit is the period devoted to the ‘exercise of
price, and that they should glorify God in their|the power of the exalted Jesus over ali Sfesk, that
bodies and in their spirits which are his. 1 Cor.
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Communications.

FOR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

Broruer Beusg :—Having been led recently
to speak from Isaiah lviii. 13, 14, I was somewhat
impressed, frem reflection on the subject, with a

© sense of the great extent to which I, and perhaps
most of us, fall short of the gospel standard, of
Roliness to the Lord ; at any rate my judgment
was convinced on the subject. As to feeling im.|
pressed with its importance, or with the beauty
and excellency of walking afier the Spirit, and

The words of the text are these : If thou turn
away thy foot from the Sabgfaih, from doing thy)
pleasure on my oly day, and eall the Sabbath a
delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable ; and shal:
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor JSinding
thine own pleasiire, nor speaking thine own words :
Then shalt thou delight thyself inthe Lord ; and I
will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the
earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
Jather : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
By the Sabbath here, I think the gospel Sabbath
evidently intended, as there are requisitions men.
tioned concerning it, such as are not named in the
Fourth command, or by Moses, in referenee to the
seventh-day Sabbath, Whilst a fresh zeal is now

X / HAvod - . ke may give eternal life to as many as the Father
being manifested in enforcing an observance of o~ f v

the Jewish Sabbath, in a transposed state from the
seventh to the first day of the week, surely we
-who have a hope of having been delivered from
the bondage of the law, may well be engaged in
inquiring and doing what the Lord requires of us,
Auto honor him, and that rest which he gives,

I have formerly given through the Signs'. my
wlews of the seventh.day sabbath as being typical
of that.rest which the believer enjoys through faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ, as showéd in Heb. iv.
. The text now before us is, in my estimation, a con-

vi. 19, 20. But the same law which required the
Israclites to rest the seventh day from all their
work, also required them to labor siz days. The
same law therefore which ,was designed to bear
testimony to God’s having finished the work of
creation, and made qll good, all-subserving the
wants of man, and. anticipating them, was also a
standing witness of the curse that was upon the
ground, on account of man’s sin, whereby man, in.
stead of finding it continuing to bring forth spon.
taneously for his wants, was doomed to eat his
bread in the sweat of his face ; thus showing also

firmation of those views. They were briefly
ithowe : 1st. That as Israel were required to keeplit

the curse of the law that 'was upon man, so that by

he was - debarred from attaining to the tr@e of |

hath given him. It is holy to the triumphs of the
cross, and to the treading down of his enemies.
Itis holy as the day allotted to the church of
Christ, from age to age, to bear witness to the
truth of the gospel testimony, to the power of-
Jesus to save ruined sinners, to the nature of his
salvation, as a salvation from sin, and to show her
love and subjection to him as her Lord. As sach
should believers esteem it. To this end are all .
the trials and deliverances of the saints, all their
joys and sorrows, their ‘séasons of ‘light and of
darkness, of temptations and persecutions, made
by grace subservient. Not doing their own pleas-
ure, The term pleasure here, according to the
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original, signifies—not. amusement, but * inclina-
tion, will or desire. The import of this passage,
therefore, is, that as the gospel day is holy “to the
power and reign of the Lord Jesus, those who pro-
fess to be of the Israel of God, are not to consult
their own inclination, not lean to their own un-
derstanding, nor depend on their own strength in
things pertaining to his kingdom, but to be in en-
tire submission to his revealed will, and dependent
on his arm to save.. Thus, for instance, those who
claim liberty to consult their own inclination, in-
stead of the scriptures, whether to contribute

strength and keeping, as well as for his final sal-
vation. And the holy of the Lord honorable.—
The salvation by Christ Jesus, and his religion
throughout, isa revelation from God, and is there-
fore as such wholly seperate from all human wis-
dom and creaturely doings, and hence is truly the
holy of the Lord. If every human mixture, made
with the holy appointments of God in the taber-
nacle service, received @ just recompense of reward,
surely the mixtures which are made under tle
light of the gospel, with the holy of the Lord, will

{heir money or ctherwise support the populer in-
ventions for moralizing or evangelizing the world,
ave doing their own pleasure on the Lord’s holy

duv. are breaking his Sabbath. So those who
J Y t=1 .

receive an awful retributiong, When we, in pref-
erence to the applause bestowed upon those who
conform to the world and its noticns of religion,
choose to meet the reproaches attendant upon a

strict conformity to the revealed truth and will of

consuit their own inclination to avoid rep?oach,iGOd, and to be marked as companions of the

by not contending for the faith and order of the
gospel, by mot bearing faithful testimony against
the subversions of the gospel, by countenancing
{hose who do subvert if, in its docirine or order, by
mecting and associating with them in worship and
other things pertaining to religion, &c., are
more doing their own pleasurs, than honoring the
Lord and his truth ;—they are not regarding, the
holiness  of the day. Again: When preachers
consult their own convenience, ease or worldly in-
terest, in their manner of preaching, or in atten-
ding to their appointments, or to cceupying the

Lord’s afflicted and despised pecple, and as sepa-
rate from the popular religious combinations, we
practically call the holy of the Lord honorable.
And when we with patiénce and meekness bear
the reproach and contempt thus cast upon us, we
show that we not only call, but we esteem the
holy of the Lord honorable. ‘

8d. And shall honor him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words. 'We honor the Lord by showing
an implicit confidence in him, in his promises and

declarations, and by strict obedience to his ‘word ;

ficld the Lord in his providence has directed them
to; or when private memybers consult their con-
venience, ease, or worldly business in reference to
asscmbling with the church, and govern their con-
tributions for the support of the gospel and other
purposes, not according as the Lord has prospered
zkem,é)ut according as they think they can spare
from laeir plans for enlarging their funds or bust-
ness, or farms, or from furnishing themselves and
family with every desired extravagancy, such are

and not otherwise, We in many cases would
obey the Lord, but we doit in our own way. Mo-
ses, in obedience to the Lord, gathered the congre-
gation together at the rock, and tock the tod to

be ‘too fond of going before as leaders; but a
great many more keep back froni a faithful dis-
charge of duty in various ways, from fear of in-
cdrring some special responsibility or blame.—
Again: In our intercourse with the world, in our
transactions of business, aad even in our choosing
our locations and our course of pursuit, we ought
no less to act under a sense that we are nol our
own, thai we are members of the onme body of
Christ ;. and therefore at no more liberty to do
our OUN u'ays,f"and‘ﬁnd our own pleasure; that is,

regardiess of the:feliosvslxip of our brethren, of
our usefulness in the cause of Cbristy and of the
honor of his cause, than in things more immediate-
ly religious. o

: Many profes-
sors are very fond of speaking their own words,
or of : »

Not speaking thine own words.

giving their own imaginary construction to
the words of scripture, instead of seeking the
plain meaning of the Holy Spirit therein. This
is certainly not honoring the Lord, but our own
judgments. We are frequently too little impressed
with a sense of the holiness of that “revelation -
which the Holy Ghost has given, and hence too
often take the liberty of displaying our ingenuity
in giving to the words .of scripture a turn to suit
our sentiments; as do lawyers their law books in
their pleadings. 'This is not the way which the
A;')ostles did : Paul says, * Nor handling the word”
of God deceitfully.” Again, * Which things al-
so we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual,” 2 Cor.

smite it, but ke déd his own wayin the thing, find-
ing his own pleasure. He spake unadvisedly with
his lips, and did not sanctify the Lord before the
people. Numbersxx. 7,12; & Psalm cvii 83.—
So we may be zealous to bear our testimony
against error, but instead of, In meekness insiruc-

doing their own pleasure, and not acting under a
senise of not being their owa, but the Lord’s. So

also when we intemperately indulge in any of our speak language which has the appearance "of the Holy

appetites and passions, or give way to a conformity|
to the world, we are doing our own pleasure, and
are not being separate to the Lord. Indeed, there
is at this day too much of a propensity among)
christians to follow their own inclinations, to do
our own pleasure on the.Lord's holy day.
2d. And call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord honorable.
is their delight, their happiness,-to trust in the
Lord Jesusalone, and to give him the glory of
their salvation ; to sit at his feet and wait to be
“led and taught of him, and to have his word as au-
thority for what they believe and do. If I know
any. thing of a cliristian’s experience, there isa
principle within him, which, how much soever na-
ture may oppose, leads him to desire not to do his
own pleasure, nor tohave his own way, and of]
“course which causes him to be truly happy, as he
can feel that he has laid his own wisdom and all
thatis of himself in the dust, and is receiving
~what the Spirit makes known to him, and as he
_makes it known, as truth; and that he is leaning

ting those that oppose themselves, we may suffer
our zeal to lead us to speak unadvisedly, and to

v. 28; & 1 Cor. ii. 13, We are not to under-
stand by the Apostle’s expressions here, the words
which the Holy Ghost teacheth, that the Holy
Ghost taught the Apostles any different language
from.what is comimon among men. The words
used in the scriptures have the same grammatical
construction and the same literal meaning as when
used in reference to patural thipgs. Bat when
Ghost revealed to them a spiritual truth,

bringing railing accusations against those who|they declared it in plain, urequivocal language; .

hold the error.

We may be obedient to preach|not in words representing it as human wisdom |
the word ; but instead of being only intent to|wouldapprehend it, but in words conveying the

honor the Lerd by a plain declaration of his word very idea taught by the Holy Spirit: comparing
and manifestation of his truth, we may do our|spiritual things with spiritual ; comparing them
oun ways. We too often, instead of losing|with Christand his salvation,—not with the Sinai

sight of ourselves, in a view of the glory of the|covenant, nor with philesophy, or husbandry, &e.

Call that is manifest that it Lord, like to attract a little attention to ourselves; | The not speaking our oun words has also no doubt

we would be thought something; we would beja reference to the same idea taught in Zeph.'iii. 9,
Z 23 oulid 2 48P

noticed either as bold or as mild, as good »spéak-
ers, or as oddities, as sons of thunder, or as sons
of consolation, &c. Consequently we find much
to lament in our services, as having too much of
self in them. So’ in all the relations which we
sustain as disciples, in our submission fo ordinan-
ces, in attending to church discipline, to keeping
up an intercourse and correspondence with breth-
ren, é&c., there is a doing these things soas te
find our own pleasure and do our own ways, instead
of doing just what the Lord has commanded, and
as he has directed. We are foo apt to think that
we may consult our own notions and feelings in

.alone on the Lord for his wisdom, his guidance, his|

many things pertaining to religion. Some may

« For then will I turn to the people a pure lan-
guage, that they may all call upon the name of
the Lovd, to serve him with one comsent.” There
is no. doubt an allusion here to the language taught
Adamin the garden, when he gave names to every
beast of the field, and every fowl of the air, &e.:
those names given being descriptive of some pe-
culiar characteristic of each. beast and fowl.—
Hence the words tanght him were not like the
words of modern languages in their refinements,
mete signs of our ideas, but they were. his" ideas
themselves, embodied in expressions. - By the ex-

pression, to call upon the name of the Lord to serve
Jim with - one consent, there seems also-a reference
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in that text to the fuct that. the whole earik was of
one language and one speech, until God confoun-
ded the language of -the people for their presump-
tion in beilding the tower of Babel, Throughout
the former dispensation, the service consisting in
outward forms, much of their fear towards the
Ford was taught by the precepts of men ; they were
taught, from father to son, a form of expressions
in thmr worship, which they used without regard
to the feclings of their ‘hearts. Such also is the
‘case with much of the language used in religious
services at this day; the words spoken are mnot
even signs of their ideas. But grace teaches un-
der the gospel that only thé language of the
heart, the feelings thereof embodied in suitable ex-
i;iebSIO'IS, is acceptable to God, and the chxld of
grace, so far as acting from grace, is led to use
this language of his heart in_all his intercourse
-with God and men. Hence there is a oneness of
language among the children of God.in speaking
of what they know of religion by experience;
for whatever diversity there may be among them
in their manners of expressing themselves, wheth-
-er they speak in broken or distinet werds;” when
one hears another declare his experience, he at
once recognizes it as the language of his own
heart ; they understand one another. So when a
preacher preaches the preaching which God has
bidden him, the believer, from the correspondence
which he finds in his own heart  with the words
spoken, is prepared to say amen. So grace would
lead the believer also in his more general inter-
course with men, Lmiformerl; so to speak the un-
equivocal language of his heart, that with all who
knew him, his yea would stand for yea, and his
E nay for.nay. So in the case under consideration,
that we are not lo speak our own words. When.
ever we are disposed, plainly and unequivocally to

. declare the real sentiments and feelings of our

. hearts, we have no need to hunt round for words,
expressions  will spontaneously flow out; our
words may be few and not so elegent as we might
have found by studying, but they will be expres-
sive of our feelings, and so understood. But when
we want to equivocate, to deceive, or hide our
feelings or sentiments, we have to guard against
letting the language of our hearts come out, ‘and
to hunt for other words to speak. 'This is what
is forbidden in this clause relative to the gospel

_ Sabbath, no labored expressions to be used in our
approach to God, but the spontaneous language of
our hearts. And in speaking in his name publicly

" or privately, we are to speak that we do know, and
testify that we have seen. But in speaking the
1anéuage of our hearts, we should be carefulthat
it is the langhage of the renewed heart. The

. language of the old heart which is corrupt, may

- be full of /bitterness, strife, and every vile thing.

The second general head must be left for another
occasion. , v ‘
1 remain,
Yours, &c
' S. TROTT.
Centremlle, Fairfaz co., Va., Jan. 23, 1844.

Brorarr Bzesm:—After T cdmmenc-ed my
communication on the gospel Sabbath, the report
of the proceedings of the Lord’s.day Cenvention,
which met in Baltimore this month, as made for
the ¢ Baltimore Sun,” eame to hand. I have
thought that the report of the proceedings had in
reference to Col. R. M. Jobnson’s Sunday Mail
report, might be interresting -to some of your

-readers ; I therefore transcribe it for the Signs.

“Rev, Mr. Henry S. Keppler, offered a resolu-
tion to the effect, that while this Convention deem
it inéxpedient at this time to petition Congress on
the subject of the Sunday Mail, they nevertheless
feel it their duty to bear their testimony against
the lawand the practice of the general govern-
ment on this subjeet, as a national desecration of
the Lord’s-day, exposing us as a nation to the
curse of God. . -

D:. Bond moved to amend by raising a com-
mittee to draft a memorial to the people atlarge on
the sanctity of the Lord’s-day, and in particular
to controvert the priveiples set forth in Col.
Johnson’s Sunday Mail Report. Rev. Mr. Col-
lins thought that report dead, and was opposed to
its resuscitation. Dr. Bond feared that if the Re-
port was ‘dead, its ghost at least stalks forth among
He thought it still acted upon by the govern-
ment, and was for showing to the community, the
atter fallacy of its principles. That docutnent
contains the avowel that ours is not a christian
government ; and has never been answered that
he isaware.

Rev. Mr. Hamner thought it desirable to take
no public notice of this document by name ; while
we should present the strongest and clearest anal-
ysis of the sophistries and fallacies it contains. ~

us.

Dr. Edwards inquired, whether the mover would
not be satisfied by the adoption of an address by
this Convention, on the great principles involved,
without reference to this or any other particular
document. :

Rev. Mr. Cross advocated the same view of the
subject, v -

Mr. Keener saw no nece'ssny for such an ad-
dress.
vention would contain notice enough.

The Rev. Mr. Hamner suggested the following
substitute, which was accepted vy Mr. Bond:
¢And- further resolved, That a committee be ap-
pointed te issue an address to the people, embody-
ing the views of the Convention on the subject of
the christian Sabbath.’ : .

Rev. J. L. Cox'moved as an amendment to the
amendment, that the committee report the address
to the Convention.

An adjournment then took place without any
final action on the subject. ::

) 'AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention was called to order at 3

o’clock. Prayer by the Rev. Dr. G. C. M. Rob-

erts. The amendment offered by the’ Rev. Mr.

" {Hamner in the morning, was then -taken up, - put'

to.vote and lost.
The Rev. Mr. Keppler’s motion was caﬂed up,

He thought the resolutions of the Con-|

be’poor.,

and a discussion took place, in which Bishop

Waugh, ‘Bishop Musgrave, and the Rev. Dr.
Brackenridge took part. Mr. J. S. Eestman
moved to strike out all after the word ¢ Resolved,’
and insert ¢ That we as a body look forward with
deep solicitude to that day when our National and
State governments will co-vperate with christian
communities in the due observance of the Holy
Sabbath.’

This motion was’ dlscussed by. Dr. Edwards,
Rev. Mr. Healy, Mr., Christian Keener, Reverends
Messrs. Hamner, Shier and Cross, when Bishop
Musgrave moved the indefinite postponement of
the whole subject—carried by 92 to 76.”

Thus ended their proceedings on this point by
a complete backing out from any attempt to re-
fute, either directly or indirectly, Col. Johnson’s
Report, after pronouncing it sophistical and _fal-
lacious, &c.. Can any reasovable person sup-
pose that this Convention, composed of the great
dignitaries and talent of the Episcopalians, Pres-
byterians, Lutherans, Methodists, Middle ground,
and New School Baptists, &c., with all their zeal
for enforcing an observance of the Sabbath, and
their bitterness. against Col. Johnson’s Report,
would have thus backed out from answering it and
exposing its fallacy, if they had not been conscious
that its arguments were unanswerable?

As it ‘would seem from some remarks reported
as made in the Convention, that the plan of op-
eration is, not to petition Congress, but to influ-
ence the people, and induce them to control Con-
gresson this subject, by their votes at the polls,
there appears opening here a more-important field,
for yourself -and others whe have a talent for pub-
lic debate, tv-exercise it, than even the Temper-
ance cause. o

Ileave the subject for any additional remarks
you may offer ; adding only that 1t is proposed to
have a National Convention on the sibject in the
course of the year.

: S. TROTT.
Jan. 24, 1844,

FOR THE SIGNS OF :[‘HE TIMES.,

¢ Let us therefore come boldly to the throné of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need.” Hezrews 1v. 16,

This is a conclusmn drawn from precedlng re-
flections, in which Christ is brought to view in a
sense peculiarly encouraging to a poor, affiicted,
and persecuted believer. The sympathy of a
common friend is very desirable to us under. trials ;
but how much more so to have the sympathy of
him who is God over all ! ‘for though Christ is ver-

S|ily God, yet by the assumiption of our nature he

hassgbjected himself to-the trials and afflictions
which qualify him not only to pity, but to sympa-
thise with his people. It is not necessary for us
to be placed in like circumstances with others tfo
enable us to pity, but without it we cannot proper-
ly’sympathise. The rich man may pity the poor,
but let him become poor and he can sympathise,
because he now knows by experience what itis to
This appears to be the idea in the 15th
verse:: “For we have not an High Priest that
cannot be touched with the feelmgs of our infir-
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mities, but was in all p(;ints tempted -as we are,’
“yet without sin.” Though Christ was not 4 sin.,
ner, yet,as a substitute for the elect, he suffered
all that was consequent on their becoming sinners,
and is therefore fu)ly qualified to sympathise with
them.

“ He kunows what sore temptations mean,
For he has felt the same.”

Seeing then that we have such a High Priest at
the right hand of God, we are encouraged to
come boldly to a-throne of grace.

Here we have a throne without a paralle] in the
history of thrones. .We bave heard of pardons is-
sued from earthly thrones, but never of one erec-
ted exclusively for that purpose; but here is one
é;mc‘ced exclusively for that purpose, a throne of
grace !

God is brought to view as connected with dif.
ferent thrones: as Psalm xix. 7; 8, “But the
Lord shall endure forever; he hath prepared ‘a
ihrone for judgment : and he shall judge the world
in righteousness ; and shall minister judgment to
the people in uprightness.” Let us suppose him
counfined to this throne exclusively and we must all
perish : for who of all the guilty sons of Adam
conld stand? Not one. Again, we find him on
a throne of glory : Isa. vi, “In the year that king
Uzziah died, I saw the Lord ona throne high and|
fified up,” &c. &e. Letus view him confined to
this throne, and like Isaiah we must 4ll be con-
founded before him, and so remain to all, eternity.
“Wo is me for I am undone, becauseTam a man
af unclean lips ; for mine eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts.” Andin this confourded con-
dition must he and all of us continue to all eter.
nity, were God confined alone to a -throne of glo-
ry. Bat viewedon a throne of grace, it is calcu.
iated at vnce to dispel all their fears, arising from
a sense of guilt: and to banish that confusion.
arising from a sease of our deep pollution. In a
word, to remove every obstacle out of the way,
and to open a free communication, through which
a poor, fallen, guilty sinner may approach the
divine Majesty without the least fear of bemg re-
jected.

A throne conneets with it at least two ideas
Ist, A Sovereign. 2d, An established order.—
T'he occupant of the throne is God himself, Not.

however, clad in the garments of vengeance, de-
uouncing the penalty of thelaw against the guilty
calprit, but in the soft robe of mercy, welcoming
his approach, and pronouncing his free and full
pardon, This throne connects with it an orderpe-
caliar in its nature, exempt from every thing of a
penal kind. Itis an ordér altogether of grace,
mvolvmg the sole principle on’ which the salvation
of a'poerguilty sinner rests; that of free and
. vamerited favor. This throne is not needed if
salyation is conditional, The Pharisee, in the
18th of Luke, needed it not ; his plea was foun-
ded altogether on a different principle, on that of
claims : a claim supported {or at least pretended
to be) by a catalogue of good deeds. The very
ground on which the arminians rest the hope of
acceptance ; ahope which will as certainly prove

delusive, as that God occupies a. throne of ‘gr'ace.

government, by destroying the great principle on

the justice of God, but on the principle of substi.
tution. He wasas an individual perfectly inno-
cent, to which innocency God had borne repeated

sinners, to be put to death; and how can we pos.

»1son to find out this important truth; the Bible is

But let us net run intoa very . popular error of the
day;an error which goes to subvert the divine

which it, and indeed all correctly organized human
governments are based. I mean that of justice:
They with one excellence another wound; bid
mercy triumph over God himself, and thus delude
thousands by representing God as bound by his
mercy toaceept of their prayers, repentance, &e.
&c. &c., as a pass-port to heaven, even while
their fulsome eulogies on the mercy of God are at
open war with his justice. Not so with this throne
of grace; itis not ereeted on the ruins of a throne
of justice and judgment, for justice and judgment
are stiil the habitation of his throne. I cannot re.
ceive the idea of Doct. Watts, when he speaks of

“ Sprinkling o’er the burning throne,
And turning wrath to grace.”

: God isstill on a throne of judgment, secure-
ing the rights of justice inviolate, and that even in
dispensing pardon to the guilty.

After giving directions to Moses in reference to
the mercy seaf, God said : “ And there will [ meet
with thee, and will commune with thee from off
the mercy seat, from between the cherubims,” &c;
Exodus xxv. 22. In this beautiful type, we have
a view of Christ as the medium of communica-
tion between God and sinners ; and through this
mecium alone are the rights of Justice secured,
and mercy extended to the guilty., But how is it
that Christ has secured the rights of justice, and
at the same time the salvation of the sinner 17—
Let Calvary answer this important question. It
is there we see the demands of justice against the
elect fully answered : when Jesus eried It is fin-
ished, and gave up the ghost. There is no way in
which we can reconcile the death of Christ - with

testimony ; and yet put him into the hand of

sibly reconcile this act on the part of God in any
other way than by viewing Chuist as a substltute,
and his death vicarious ?

But we are not left to the obscure light of rea-

full .on the subject. The sacrifices under the
Jewish economy all conspire to proclaim it in the
most plain and forcible manner : there we see
Jesus typically suffering, as a substitute for the
elect : but we have it asserted, both in the Old
and New Testaments, in language too plain to be
misunderstood, Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and catried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But he
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruis.
ed for our iniquities; the chastisement of our
peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are
healed. - All we like sheep have gone astray ; we
have turned every one to his own way, and ‘the
Lord hathlaid on him the iniquity of us all. Isa.
liii. 4, compared with Romans iv. 25, Who - was

And 1 Peter ii. 24, Who his own
self bare our sins in his own body on the tres,
that we being dead to sins, should live unto right.
eousness ; by whose stripes ye were healed.—
Here we have the testimony -of the three inspired
witnesses, given in the most plain and unequivo-
czel manner; and when they fail in producing
conviction, ten thousand would not apswer.

Jjustification.

The throne of grace being thus thrown open, :
we may coriie to it with boldness: not, however,
with that daring presumption, that Lommandmg
tone so often dxswvu ed in arminiarps, in which
God is addressed as if he were a subordinate be-
ing, and bound to succomb to their dictations.—
Nor are we required to cringe as a trembling vas-
sal at the footof a haughty tyrant;; but to come
with a humble confidence, as a child to a kind and.
tender parent. This confidence is warranted by
the fact that the way is opened by the vicarious
suffering of Christ, and by the many invitations
{we have to do soin the word of God: Seck and
ye shall find. Knock and it shall be.opened. “Ask
and it shall be ‘given you, &c. &c. Now if we
believe these invitations to be given in sincerity,
then we have the strongest encouragement to
come with boldness to a throne of _grace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time
of need. To help in time of need; and that is
constantly the case with us poor worms.  We dai-
ly, yea, hourly, need power from on high to sus.
tain us, wisdom to direct, and mercy to bear with
our infirmities. And therefore the propriety of
a continual resorting ‘to this throne. Not, how.
ever, in that formal manner so common among
nominal professors.

“ Their lifted eyes salute the skies,
Their bended knees the ground :
But God abhors the sacrifice,
Where not the heart is found.”

The present age is famous for that kind of | re-
ligion so frequently reproved by Christ when on
earth, which consists in outward appearances,—
They make long prayers, standing at the corners
of the streets, to be heard of men ; verily I say
unto you, they have their reward. Thatis, they
are heard of men, and by men are flattered - with
high sounding encomiums. These act as if God
were like unto themselves ; and to be- ‘governed—
not by his own immutable will, but by their ful-
some flattery, and hypocritical impertunities.—
Thus we find them adopting the same measures to
act upon God, as are resorted to by citizens to act
upon the minds of their Presidents, Governors,
and Legislators; concert and numbers. Thus,
when citizens wish a particular act passed, we find -
petetions pouring in from every quarter, swelled
with numbers to the highest possible extent.
Why all this effort, but to work on the minds or
feelings of the bodies petitioned ? and with merf’
these things do have an influence, and not unfre.
quently lead them to act contrary totheir own
judgment. And we find the same kind of effi.
cacy attributed to the Monthly Concert, and the
vast number of prayers sent up on such occasions,

delivered for our offences,and raised-again for our

|as if theidea of concert and number was to act
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" time than another. "No : this little bargue will be

~without .continual supplies of grace we must fall.| 5% Greek. Sueh ase

on the mind of God and influence him to act oth.|But I have gone far. beyond my originat design,
erwise than he would  have done, had not these|and must stop by saying that while we have a
measures been resorted to. But our God is of|throne of grace we have nothing to fear.—
one mind, and none can turn him, declaring the Though our sins are like the stars for ‘multitude,
end from the beginning ; whose counsel shall{and our guilt like mountains for magnitude, we
stand, and he will do all his pleasure ; and while|need not despair while we have a throne of grace
these gaudy appearances 'and human inventions open-to us. And though our own corfuptions
are a stink in his nostrils, he hears the groaning of {unite with our outward enemies, we need not dread

« the prisoner, and the sighings of the needy come|the final issue,a throne of grace will sustai"n us In
~ up before him, and as he is continually ona throne|the contest, and bring us off more than conquer-

of grace, he is ever ready to hear and answer the!ors. And while we bave this throne Jot us not of-
sincere and humble petitions of his children, | fend the one part by neglecting the exalted privi.
though ‘their petitions should not be formed into|lege of approaching it, and thus act as if our own
words.  Not that T design to exclude vocal praise resources were sufficient to carry us through with-
an suitable occasions ; of thiswe have examples, out contihualsupplies from his bountiful hand.
both in the Ol ‘and New Testaments, examples!{ [ leave these lines at your disposal, and remain
sufficient to satisfy me at least, that it is a duty, yoursas ever in the joys and affictions of the
not only in public assembiics, but in cur families to gospel,

asz vocal prayer, '

. THOMAS BARTON.
Strikersville, Chester co., Pa., Jan. 31, 1844.

- EDITORIAL,

New ¥Vernon, Fébruary 13, 1844.

silence, when there are no kindred resources to meet them ;
but, ¢ when Greek meets Grreek, then comes the tug of
war'—truth is not prostrated without g rational defence ;
and the Church is, on this point, blameless before God,
having ¢ done what she could.’ Thete are  several young
men in the State, belonging to our denomination, whose
souls burn within them to breach the gospel of Christ to
their fellow.men ; but they are poor, and destitute of the
requisite amount of knowledge to rendér them acceptable
or useful pastors or missionaries. Brethren, shall we Jet
the internal fires consume them? Shall we suffer them to
pime away in agony of gpirit, panting to do good 7 Wil
God blessus as Churches, or as individuals, should we, in the
premises, do less than our duty ? " Must these brethren
enter the field as they are, and, in mortification of soul,
contend with learned opposition all the days of their life ?
Or has the Church of God nothing to do with the matter? .
I trust that every Baptist in the State understands his duty
to God, to the Church, and to his fellow.men, better than to
arrive at such a conclusion. It is sometimes said that un.
educated men have done much good in Zion. True, there
have been brethren, there still are, possessing elear heads,
warm hearts, and the most rigid powers of analysis ; breth.
ren of capacious minds, capable of grasping and illucida.
ting the durkest points of -revelation, (except when ob.
scured by Grecian metaphor, or concealed beneath the usus
loquendsi of eastern nations,) and of making the hearts of
their hearers tremble under the awfual truth of the Almighty;
yet men thus great and useful by nature, must even .be
greater and more useful still, when educated. L
* As the rough diamond when it leaves the mine”
Only in litile breakings shows its light,
Till artful polishing doth make it shine——
8o Education makes - ihe genius bright.’

The question is not solely, what will promote the inter.
ests of the Saviour’s kingdom, but what will most promote
it. 1t-was wrong before God for the Church to attempt to
build up Zion by the adoption of measures which she
knows to be less efficient than others which might be adop-
ted. Now ask our aged brethren in the ministry, both ed.

But though we are always needy, vet there are
seasons when both individuals and churches are
under circumstances of special need, in conse.
quence of peculiar trials, and such appears to be
the case with the church at this time. ~ She tru.
1y appears to be a beseiged city, and as a cotlage
4n a wilderness. Humanly speaking, every thing Frox tie Micnicay Curistian Heraro,
is against her ; wealth, numbers, and influence ; * MINISTERIAL EDUCATION,
and not only is she assailed on one point, but on| Ata meeting of the. Executive Committee on Educa-
. . . tion, held at Tecumselt, Jure 1st, the following resolution
every point, and her very existence is threatened ; was passed, viz : i
her enemiies, like the Edomites in tlie days of Jeru-| * Resolved, That the Committee request, through: the
) . s . P * Herald,” the pastors of the various Baptist Churches in
salem, are saying, raze it, raze it, even to the OUn- (this State, to take up 2 collection in their respective con.
dation thereof, : ) gregations, to enable the Board of the Convention to aid
. ' ' Br. Fletcher Marsh in obtaining an education for the min.
In my view there never was a more artful wea- istry.?
pon formed against the church, than the present 'CIRCULAR.
. . T . y .
one, Fire and fagpt are nothing to compare with Dzar Breranen—Among the items of benevolence ree.
it. Th s l' lated ta d ‘h"‘: hurch t ognized by the Constitution of our State Convention, as
a °y were ealeulated to draw the church to- <claiming and receiving its patronage, is * Ministerial Edy.
gether and strengfhen it 3 this to scatter and weak- | cation.’ Hitherto, lifi:,le or nothing has been done by the
. . . . Convention, beyond the appointment of an Executive Com-
enit. That is, speaking after the manner of mittee on Education, in this department. The urgent
men, and we always speak thus, when we speak | calls for ministerial labor, echoing from settlement to set.
. ) L o ) tlement, present the Home Mission cause in'such an impo.
either of the church or an individual beheve} .be' sing attitude, that it absorbs the undivided attention of the]
ing in a more safe or a more dangerous condition, | Churches, Associz}i}ti(ﬁxsand Convention. - The ery, * Send
s . fue (U8 ministers,” thrills through the delicate nervous
for in reality these terms have no meaning relative system of gospel love, and awakens to lively exercise the

to them ; for the church is no more safe at one noblest sympathies of the devout mind--the cry is heard—
: isfelt ; and nearly our whole pecuniary force is directed
) towards the relief of the applicants——consequently the op.
o safer when moered in the pert of glory, than jeration of the Convention, in the other departments of be.
. . _ nevolence, is of an exceedingly restricted character. We
she is now while tossed to and fro ,}‘)y stol‘ms‘ ar_ld call not upon you, brethren and friends, to relax your ef.
tempests. But to return ; There is something in |forts in beal? of Domestic Missions. No ; God forbid !
: but we eall upon you, as God has prespered you, te aid, the

the.nature of man that revolts at the. Idea_ of co- Convention in thewr noble purpose, of giving to Mich/igan
ercion, thus we hear of men hazarding life and |an educated ministry.  ¥ou will soon be in your graves,
. ‘ . . . ;. tand your spirits saved ! saved!! eternally saved, will, in

e‘very t!ng dear to them, in maintaining a posi immertnl triumph, stand day and night in the presence. of
tion against an open enemy, who have neverthe. thn' who, t;xough rich, for yoursakes became poor; your
X T ; . offspring will take your places.in Zion, and, be assured,

less fall en WCt":'.}s to t'h? .a‘Iuren}en?s of ease, willlong feel the effects which the attitude you may now
wealth, or popularity. Thisis the meode of attack |take, with reference to ministerial edueation, may produce,

. ) - . Let the sentiment be deeply engraven on every heart—Ilet
made at the present - time; all the interests of it be proclaimed from every pulpit--let Associations, and

flesh and blood are enlisted, and this has a most the Convention take up the sound, and send it on the

. : . : s wings of the wind through the length and breadth of the
powerful influence upon us; and indeed it is hard peninsula, that az e,ducated mingstry is essential, to gur .

work for 2 man to be always fighting against Bis|timate Prosperity as a denomination in the State, Inar.

. 4 . ; Tiving at this conclusion, we do not look back fifty or an
o.wn,.mterests, pam‘cul arly when . by thmwmg. a hundred years, but fix our eye upon the attitude assumed
little incense on their altars he might share with by the community in 1843." Edueation is now liberally

them i their spoils, or at least.screen himself|patronized by the State. The chutch smust keep pace with
. the march of mind, or saerifice her dignity, and with it,
from the .shots of calumny and reproach so free- | her moral power over cultivated inteliect. [t is, also, wor.

ly hurledat him. But we have the consolation | thy of ntoice, thata large proportion of our Pedo.Baptist
X i ’ rethren, send only men of finished education in the field,
that there :s a throne of grace to. which we may | These annihilate one of the Saviour’s institutions, . substi:

i d find grace to hel in time of need : and|tutea tite foreign to the New Testament in its place, and
vepair, an g P need ; and gravely inform the ‘community, that. they are sustained by

rtions may be, must be, passed by in

ucated and unedueated, those who have exhausted their
energies in striving to forward the interests of truth—what
course shall we take with our young men, who, in the
judgment of the Charches, are cailed of God to preach the
Gospel, in order that they may effect the greatest amount of
good 7 ‘With oxne voice, the veterans of the Cross will say,
GIVE THEM AN EDUCATION. if this is the mind
of God, He cannot aceept less at our hands—and that it
is His will, might be argeed from the diversity and com.
plexion of human language—the miraculons bestowment
of knowledge, classical and sacred, upon those who were
first appointed to preach the Gospel—and the enlightened
state-of society at the present day. But our limits forbid
our elaborating the subject-—nor do we deem it necessary,
amid the light of the nincteenth c