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INTRODUCTORY BY ELD. J. A. WRIGHT.

A n d I l1i....o unto t h e m eternal life and they s h a ll never perish.

, neither .. hall Rny ntRn plunk f h e m out or; ITIy hand.-St. J o h n ,

10th C h a p . 28 ver .. e.



ORDER OF BUSINESS

FIRST DAY-

1. Read letters and record messengers names.

2. Elect Moderator and Clerk.

3. Invite visiting Brethren and Sisters to seats.

4. Call for petitionary letters.

6. Call for Correspondence.

5. Appoint Committee on Divine Service.

7. Call for visitors of other Associations.

8. Appoint some Brother to write cor r esponding Letter.

SECOND DAY-

1. Call roll and read Decorum.

2. Appoint Correspondents.

3. Appoint Union Meetings.

4. Appoint Time and Place for next Session.

5. Appoint Brethren to preach Introductory Sermon.

6. Appoint Brethren to write circular letter.

7. Call for Circular Letter.

8. Call for Corresponding Letter.

9. Call for Contributions and appoint Committee on Dis-
tribution.

10. Say how many minutes and fix Clerk's fee.

11. Call for Miscellany.

12. Read Minutes and Adjourn.



MINU'l~ES

O f t he E ighty-F ir st A nnual Sess io n . o f T owaliga A ssociation o f
P ri m itiv e Baptists Held With the Church a t Azias, Henry

County, Georgia, Sep te m be r 5-6-7, 1919.

FIR'ST DAY-FRIDAY
Introductor y by Elder J . A. Wright. St. John 10th chapter,

28th verse. .
After one hour's intermission for dinner the ministers and mes

senger s met in the house and was called to or der by Elder Dan
Henderson, the Moderator. After singing, prayer was offered by
Elder T. ·W. Baker of the Powell's Valley Association of Tennes
see.

1s t . Called for le tters and enrolled messengers names. There
being two letters from those claiming to be the church a t F lat
Roc k, on motion an d second, after discussion the Moderator ap
pointed a committee of three from the body to examine and sa y
which faction ' should be seated in the body, and also appointed
Elder T . W . Baker of Powell's Valley, and Elder B. A. Phillips
as an advisory committ ee t o a ct with them, the commit t ee to m.ake
r eport tomorrow mo rning .

2n d. Went into choice of Moderator an d Clerk for en suing
ye ar by ballot, which resulted in the election of Elder J . A.
Wright as Mode r a t or and Elder J. M. F. Barron, Clerk.

3rd. Invited visiting Brethren and Sisters to . seats.
4t h . Called for Petitionary letters. Lebanon church presented

a letter to be reinstated in the body. 0n m otion and second a
commit t ee was appointed to in ve stigate and report tomorrow
m orning, to-wit : Elders S. G. Ra t liff, Dan Henderson and Bro.
R. W. Davis.

5t h . Appointed committee on Divine Service, to-wit: Th e
delegates of Azias church an d Brethren R. "W. Davis and P. D.
Lea ch of the body.

6t h.' Called for correspondence when Elders B. A. Phillips, O.
B. Garrison and W. E . Ca gl e, Deacons W. K. Cochran, E. N. Ca gl e
and Brethren R. B. Owens, John Matchet, J. T. Haley, A. C. 'I'a y
lor , Joe Griffin and wife and sister, Sist ers Azilee Philipps and
Lilly Holcomb, all of the Flint Ri ver, came forward and were re
ceived by the Moder a tor .

7th. Called for visit or s of other bodies, when Elder T . W.
Baker of the Powell's Valley Association of Tennessee, came fo r
ward and was received by the Moderator.

8th. Appointed Elder J . L. Hayes to write Corresponding Let
ter. Adjourned to Sa t ur da y morning.

SATURDAY, SE PTE MB E R' ·6t h .
T he Association met pursuant t o ad j ournment. Af ter singing,

prayer was led by Brother C. M. Faulkner.
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1st. Renewed call for correspondence.
2nd. Called for committee on Lebanon Church. The commit

tee recommended that Lebanon be received into the body, when
on motion and second she was received in the body.

3rd. Called for the committee on Flat Rock Church. The
committee recommended the manifesto faction to be seated as
the church in order, when on motion and second the delegates of
the manifesto faction' was seated, namely, Elder R. L. Barr.on, W.
M. Hartley and J. A. Hartley.

4th. On motion, omitted calling roll and reading Decorum.
5th. Called for volunteers to Little R'iver Association, when

Elders R. L. Barron, Dan Henderson, Brethren J. T. Hendon, J.
P. Vaughn, W. M. Hartley, J. M. F. Barron agreed to go.

6th. Called for volunteers to Powell's Valley, when Elders
Dan Henderson, W. M. Hartley agreed to go.

7th. Appointed Union Meetings as follows: For First Dis
trict, no call. For Second, to be held with Hebron Church on C.
R. R., near Jonesboro, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, after
second Sunday in May. .

8th. Appointed the next session of this body to be held with
the church at Beersheba, Henry county, on S. R. R., near Locust
Grove, beginning Wednesday, after 4th Sunday in August, 1920.

9th. Appointed Elder R.i. 1,. Barron to. preach next Introduc-
tory, with Elder J. L. Hays.. as Alternate~

10th. Appointedt~-- --to write Circular letter.
1 i tho Called for and adopted Circular Letter.
12th. Called for and adopted Corresponding Letter.
13th. Called for Co~tributions and appointed committee on

Distribution, to-wit: R. W. Davis, J. M. Simms and J. Lites.
14th. Ordered that 600 minutes be printed and distributed,

the Clerk to have remainder of fund for his service.
15th. Adopted Resolution of Thanks.
16th. Called for Miscellany.
17th. On motion omitted reading minutes and adjourned in

order. J. A. WRIGHT, Moderator.
J. M. F. BARRON, Clerk.

'R~SOLUTIONOF THANKS BY ELD. A. C. ELLIOTT.

Be it resolved by us, the Towaliga Association, that we 'extend
our thanks to Azias church members and to all that in any way
contributed to our comfort during our stay at the Association.
May God abundantly bless them is our prayer.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.
The Towaliga Association, to the Little River, with whom she

is in correspondence, and to the Powell Valley as visitors. Dear
Brethren.-We feel to thank God that we have been permitted to
meet you in the Eighty-First Annual Session of our body. We
thank God that we are enabled to meet you in brotherly love and
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sweet fellowship, which we hope by His grace to ever be able to
maintain". May ' God keep and bless you and spare you to meet
time and place of our next meeting, when we hope by God's grace
with Us many years to come. In these minutes will be found
to meet you again in peace, love and friendship. May the God of
all grace sustain you and save your children with an everlasting
salvation in the Lord. J. L. HAYS.

NOTE BY CLERK
The preaching by all, beginning with the Introductory, was edi

fying and comforting. Throughout the session saints were made
to rejoice. All seemed to enjoy the preaching. It was with sor
row that we learned by Elder T. W. Baker of the death of that
dear old Elder, Thomas Weaver, of the Powell's Valley Associa
tion. Truly a great man has gone to his reward. Also we learned
from our Little River brethren that our dear Elder, S. J. Black
well, is very feeble. May God give him grace to sustain him in
his affliction.

ORDER OF SERVICE DURING SESSION
Friday, 11 a. m.-Introductory by Elder J. A. Wright.
Saturday, 11 a. m.-Preaching by Elder T. W. Baker.
Saturday, 2 p. m.-Preaching by Elder O. B. Garrison and El-

der W. E. Cagle. .
Sunday, 11 "a . m.-Preaching by Elder B.A. Philipps and Elder

R. L. Barron.
Prayer Service Sunday morning, conducted by Bro. A. C. Tay

lor, of Little R'iver.
ORDAINED MINISTERS

Elder J. A. Wright, zebulon, Ga.
Elder J. L. Hays., Mansfield, Ga.
Elder S. G. Ratliff Flovilla, Ga.
Elder A. ·C. ElliotL McDonough, Ga.
Elder Dan Henderson .:. --Jonesboro, Ga.
Elder J. M. F. Barron Milner, Ga.
Elder T. M. Whatley Griffin, Ga.
Elder R. L. Barron ~ Zebulon, Ga.

MINISTERS NOT ORDAINED
Ellis DanieL Thomaston, Ga.
J. T. Hendon McDonough, Ga.
J. P. Vaughn Jackson, Ga. -
R. L. Carly .:. Thomaston, Ga.

CIRClJLAR LETTER
Dear Brethren :-Thru the mercies of God and by your appoint

ment at the ' last session of our body, I am permitted to address
you in Circular Letter. I therefore call your attention to a pas
sage of Scripture found in Matthew, 22 chap. 42 verse: "What
think ye of Christ? Whose son is he?"

My brethren, I have always felt unworthy to address you b,
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word or with pen , bu t at this time I feel doubly so. Howev er , I
mus t submit to the will of my brethren, which I t r us t is the will
of my Master also

The words we have quo ted are the words of the Mas t er on an

occas ion after that he had put the Sadducees to silence and the
Pharisees were gath er ed t og eth er , a lawyer asked him a que stion,
sa ying , "Master , which is the gr ea t commandment in the law?"
Afte r Jesus had answered the question and while they were still
ga th er ed to gether, he (the Mast er ) asked them, " W hat think ye
of Christ? Whose son is he?" They say unto him, "The son of
David." He saith unto them, "How then doth David in spir it call
him Lord? saying, the Lord said unto my Lord, sit t hou on my
right hand till I make thine enemies thy footstool. If Da vid, then ,
ca ll him Lo rd, how is he hi s son?" and no man was 'a ble to answer
him. An d so, m y de ar br et hren, were the children of t hi s wor ld
a t that t ime (an d even unto now) they thought they were fully
a ble by their own knowledge and in their own wisdom to reply t o
the God of a ll t he earth, but we are taught that the wo rld by -wis
dam knew not God. Therefore we conclude with him t ha t none
can kno w th e F ather save he to whom the son will reveal h im .
We have seen what th es e Pharisees thought of Christ; we kn ow
what the world thought of him, for they sa id on one occa sion , H e
hath a de vil, and casts out de vi ls by Be el ze bu g, the P rince of
dev ils. Again we see them take up stones to stone h im. Agai n
we hear cer tain ones entreating him to depart out of their coast,
an d at last we hear the cry of, crucify him, crucify him. Has it
not ever been so? The world has ever scoffed, scorned and de
rided him and his true followers, yea, those in these latter times,
who have called themselves by hi s name, have done the same, but
be of good ch eer, he who has called you will sustain you , fo r you
must know that "the servant is not g r ea t er than his Lord," a nd
that as they persecuted him so they will persecute you . Once h e
asked hi s deciples whom do men say that I, the son of man, am?
and t hey sai d (the de ciples) some say that thou art John the
Bap tist; some Elias, and others, J eremiah, or one of t he prophets.
He sa ith un to them, "But whom say ye that I am?" and Simon
Peter answer ed and said, "Thou art t he Christ, the son of the liv
ing God ." Thus we see the g ift of r ev ela t ion made manifest in
Peter, wh er eas the men sp oken of were bli nded t o h is real id en t i
ty. In Acts 2-36, Peter de clares to those ga th ered toget he r on
the da y of Pentecost, " God hath made that same Jesus, who m ye
have cr uci fied, both Lord an d Christ." In Col. 3-1, "If ye then
be risen with Christ seek those -things whi ch are above, where
Christ sit teth on the right hand of God ." (0, that br et hren of
t oda y would heed the admonition of this g r eat apostle ). With
r egard t o prophecy of his coming we find the following, which
we deem sufficient for present needs: Isiah 9-'6, "For unto us a
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child is bor n , unto us a son is g iven , and the g over nmen t shall be
upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful Coun
sellor , t he Mighty God, the E verlast in g Father , the Prince of
Peace, 7t h ve rs e. Of t he inc rease of gove rnment and peace ther e
s hall be no end, upon the throne of Da vid an d .u pon his kingdom,
t o order it, and to establish it wi th judgment and with justice,
from henceforth even forever. Isaiah made thi s prophecy, no t
according to hi s own wisdom, but a ccording t o the will of God,
and as it was revealed unto him. So wi th P eter when he said ,
"Thou art the Ch ri st, the son of the livin g God. " Jesus sa id,
" Blessed art th ou Simon Barjona , fo r fles h ' an d blo od hath no t
.r evea lerl t h is unto thee, but my F ather , which is in he aven. " ,
H ence we see that no ne can kn ow God only by revela t ion of the
spirit. 1 J no. 4-14 says, "And we have seen, and do t estify, that
the Father sent th e son to be t he Saviour of th e wo r ld." J n o.
1-34, "And I saw and bear record that this is the son of God. "
Acts 3-13, "The God of Abr aham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of
our f a th ers, hath glorifi ed his so n Jesus." 1 Jno. 1-3, " And truly
our f ello wsh ip is with th e F ather and wit h hi s son, J esu s Christ ."
7th verse, "And the blood of Jesus Christ, his son , cleanseth us
f r om all sin." 1 J no . 1-20, "And we are in him that is t r ue , even
in h is son , J esu s Christ, this is t h e true God, a nd eternal life."

Now, ' brethren , the foregoin g scriptures ar e cit ed, not because
j 'Q U did ' not know before, bu t because you do know and believe
t r.e truth, no t in the wisdom of men ,but according to the purpose
of God. These s cr ipt ur es , to geth er with many others, a tt est th e
f act th at J esus Christ is the son of God. Th en if we are his, h e
h as fo r med in us the hope of g lory, and we are hid with Chri st
in God . What a blessed hope, and I am sure tha t it is an anch or
to the soul both sure and steadfast which enters to that within
t he vail whither Christ, our forerunn er, has f or us entered and
n ow sit s at the r ight hand of the maj esty on hi gh where he ma k
eth intercession for us. My brethren, allow me to close 'with thi s
par t ing a dmonit ion , "Little children, keep your selves from idols. "
1 J no. 1-2 1. In Love,

• ROBERT BARRON. '

DECORUM

1. The ch urches composin g the Towali ga Asso cia t ion shall not
be confi n ed to any set rule as to the specified number of Messen
g er s t hey shall have in the body, but shall have the right to name
in th eir letters as m any as they may cho ose and in addition a ll
orderly male members of any of th e ch urc hes being present shall
be en ti t led to sea t s in the body -as Messengers of their respective
chur ches, with the ri ghts and privileges of same.

2. The Messeng er s thus assembled shall be denominated the
T owaliga P rimit ive Bapti st As so ciation.

3. For ' t he purpose of historical information and statistlcal
ed ifica ti on the churches are requested to state in letters the total
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number of J members in fellowship, the number received by bap
tism, by letter: by confession of faith, the number dismissed, ex
cluded and dead since last session, also the time of their meeting,
their pastoral supply, and the amount of money contributed for
ministers and other purposes, together with any other information
they may deem appropriate for the edification of the Saints and
the glory of God.

4. This association shall have no power to answer queries;
give advice or dictate to the churches in any case, or to lord it
over God's heritage, nor any power by which she can directly or
indirectly infringe on the internal rights of the churches, or cen
sure and try any church or member in reference to faith and prac
tice, or determine upon the validity of gospel ordinances. These
things shall rest entirely with the churches; but henceforward our
annual meeting shall be only for the purpose of hearing from
each other, and the worship of God and the mutual comfort and
edification of the Saints. To this we reserve the privilege an
nually the first week of September or at such other time as may
be agreed upon with any church that may .invit e us, having due
regard to priority of claims and the good of the cause; to protect
our own stand while in session from heresy and .dishonor ; to
recognize and invite Primitive Baptist ministers and lay brothers
to worship with us that we may deem proper; to request the
brethren of our own body to visit other churches or bodies in our
behalf with whom we may desire to cultivate Christian fellowship;
to publish a minute of our proceedings.

5. Each session of the body shall have a Moderator and Clerk
who shall be duly chosen according to the rules herein prescribed,
and who shall hold office until a re-election.

6. Any orderly member of any church belonging to this body
when convened being present shall be eligible to election as Mod
erator; or sit on any committe appointed by same.

7. In all elections or questions that may be necessary to de
termine by vote, the vote shall be taken by churches, each chur ch
being entitled to three votes for any number of member; less than
one hundred, and one additional vote for every fifty or fraction
thereof above the first hundred, but .t he Messengers of each
church as a body may divide her vote as they see proper.

8. All elections or questions coming to a vote shall be de
termined by a majority of the votes cast, and it shall be the duty
of the minority to acquiese in the decision thus reached.

9. If new churches desire to be admitted into this union they
shall petition by letter and Messengers, and if vouched for or
recommended by one or more sister churches orderly, they shall
be z-eceived by the voice of the body and manifested by the Mod
erator giving the Messengers the right hand of fellowship.

10. Any motion or resolution introduced, clearly inconsistent

.
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with the above rules shall be promptly ruled out of order unless
withdrawn by the mover.

11. Any Messenger being ruled out of order by the Moderator
sh a ll have the right of appeal to the body on the question of order,
if sustained shall be allowed to proceed, but if not shall take his
seat.

12. Our meetings being held in the name of Christ and the
worship of God, each messenger is expected to observe due and
proper order therein.

13. I t' will not be considered good order for, any Messenger
whose name has be en enrolled as such to abruptly break off or
absent himself from the Association without leave.

14. The .Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of
speech as other members, provided the chair is filled,

13. The minutes of the association shall be read and approved
by the body, and signed by the Moderator before adjourning.

16 . The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.
17. Amendments to these rules may be made at any time by

a majority of the union voting by churches when they deem i~

necessary, provided such amendments do not compromise the sov
ereignty of the churches nor have a tendency to give this body
undue power of jurisdiction over them.

ARTICLES OF FAITH AND SCRIPTURAL PR'OOF

1. We believe in one, the .true, living God, and a trinity of
person in the Godhead; Father, Son and Holy Ghost: Deuteron
omy iv 39, Isiah 16; Mark xii 32, John i, in., Colossans i, i, 15 :17,
Philippians ii, 6-18, John i, 5-8,' John xvi, John x 30.

2. We believe that the scriptures of the Old and New Testa
mentsare the word of God and the only rule of faith and prac
tice. Proof: 2 Timothy iii, 16-17, 1 Peter 19-21, Revelation
xvii, 18-19.

3. We believe in the doctrine of Eternal and Personal Elec
tion of a definite number of the human race, chosen in Christ be
fore the foundation of the world that they should be holy and
without blame before Him in love. Proof: Ephesians i, 5-6,
Thessalonians ii, 13, John xv, 16, 1 Peter 2, Ibid ii, 9.

4. We believe in a Covenant of Redemption, ordered in all
things and infallibly sure, ever existing between God, the Father,
and Son. -P roof : .Isaiah xxxix, 2-4, Samuel xxiii, 1, Za chariah ix,
11, Luke i, 72, Hebrews xiii, 20, 1 Peter xviii, 20, Revelation v, 9.

5. We be lie ve in the fall of man and the communication of
Adam's corrupt nature to his posterity by ordinary generations,
and their impotency t orecover themselves from the fallen state
they are in by sin and wicked works by their own free will and
ability. Proof: Gen. iii, 5-24, Rom. v, 12, Ibid iii, 19, Psalms
51 :1-5, Ibid 58, 3, 1 Cor. xv, 22.

6. ,"Ve believe that all chosen men in Christ shall hear the
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voice of the Son of God, and the effectually called, regenerated
and born again ,and that all thus born again are justified in the
spirit of God alone by righteousness of Christ "imputed to them
and received by faith. Proof. John i, 27-28, John iii, 9, Ephe
siam, i, 3, 2, Timothy i, 9, John vi, 27.

7. "We believe that all the Saints of God thus called by the
Holy Spirit and justified by righteousness of Christ shall be pre
served in grace and none of them finally fall away so as to ~e

lost. Proof: James ii, 22, Rom. v, 1, Ibid viii, 37-39, Colossians
iii, 3, John x, 2~, 29.

8. We believe in the doctrine of the resurrection both on the
just and unjus t and a general judgment, and th"at the joys of the
ri ghteous will be eternal and the punishment of the wicked ever
lasting. Proof: .Iohn v, 28, 27, Cor. xv, 21, 22, Rev. xx, 12, 15,
Matt. xxv, 45, 46.

9. We believe that the church of Christ is a local body of pro
f ess ing and baptized believers who have g ain ed Christian fellow
shi p with each other, and have given themselves up to the Lord
and one to another and have coventanted together to keep House
f or God, agreeing to the rules of the g ospel, and should therefore
be k ept especially separate and di stinct from, and independent of,
t he wo rld and its institution, and is the highest and only ecclesias
ti cal authority known to the Word of God. Proof: Ma t. ' xvi,
18- 19, Ephes. i, 22, Ibid v, 24-27, Col. i, 8, Mat. xviii, 17, Ephes.
i i , 19-_22, 1 Cor. vi, 4, Acts xv, 1S-19.

10. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Great Head of the
ch ur ch , and her only law giver; that Government is with the
chu r ch itself and is the privilege of each member; that the dis
ciplin e cannot be extended beyond her own Scriptural jurisdiction
and is intended for the reclamation or expulsion of those mern
ben who may be disorderly either in principle or practice, and
m us t be faithfully kept up for God's glory and the peace and
unity of the church until his second coming. Proof: Mark i, 14,
Col. i, 24, Ephesians v, 23.

11. We believe that water baptism, the Lord's Supper and
washing the Saint's feet are ordinances of the Lord and are to be
a dministered by the authority of the ch u r ch until His second com
ing. Proof: Mark i, 14, John ii, 2-3, Ads viii, 38, Ibid ix,
13-28, Ma t. xxvi, 26, Mark xiv, 22-2 4.

12. We believe that none but r egular ordained ministers have
the right to administer these ordinances; that professed believers
in Christ who in the judgment of the church are true Chris tians
a r e the only proper subjects of baptism, and immersion is the only
proper mode! that none but regularly baptized and orderly church
members have the right to commune at the Lord's table. Proof:
Hebrews v, 4, John ii, 27, Tim. iv, 14, Titus i, 5, Acts vi, 6, Ibid
xiii, 2-3.
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NAMES OF MESSENGERSPASTORSCHU R'CHES

Flint River Whatley, Godard J. A. Arington __________ ______________ 1 __ 1 11- - __ 4 39 1.00 2.00 2
Ocmulgee Ratliff S. G. Ratliff ~ 2 1 __~ 1 12 1.00 4.00 3
Bulah No Supply G. G. He ad 1__ __ __ 12 1.00 2.00 __
Ozias Elliott J.B. Mosley, J .B. Brannon, J.F. Willingham 1 -- -- __1__ __ __ 52 5.0017.00 3
Friendship Wh atley, Godard W. E. Batchelor, T. W. Bell, J. J. Sheppard __ __ __ __ __ 1 __ 36 1.50 4.50 2
Bethel Elliott F . P. Darton, J. P. Vaughn, H. Vaughn 1__ 1 __ 19 3.00 5.25 1
Flat Rock Hender son R. L. Barr on, W. M. Hartley .. ------- - -- -- -- - - __1__

1

35 __ 25 2.50 6.00 3
Forest Henderson R. W. D.avi s, J. W. Swaney, J. Lites 3 --1-- . 89 3.00 7.00 2
Mt. Nebo Henderson - - --- Wm . WIlcher --------- - - -------- - - -- - -- -- -- 11__ -- __I 49 1. 50 1.50 1
Concord Oglesby C. M. FauI~ner, C. W. Oxford, H. Persons --1--1--1 1 69 12.00 10.00 4
S~ndy Creek --- R. .L. Barron Tom E dV:'al ds, W.D. Dorsett, R.D. Lev.erett -- -.:. - - __ 1__ --1-- 70 2.00 8.00 2
LIberty Wright J. A. Wright, J. M. F. Ba rron, J. M. SImms -- - - 1 -- 1 __1__ 74 2.50 13.00 4
Mt. Mariah Wh atley, Hayes, J . L. Hayes, P. D. Leach, Oliver Kirkpatrick 2 __ __ 28 1.50 5.00 2
Beersheba Henderson D. Hend erson, D. A. Castelaw, J. F. Tingle 6 1 1 _-1 __ __ __ 62 6.00 6.00 4
New Hope Godard T. M. Corley, G. C. Hammond, J. O. Blount 1 -- 1- - __ __ 65 ' 2.00 5.00 3
Hebron Henderson , T. M. Brown - -1-- __ __ 12 .50 _

Lebanon - -- -- Oglesby - - - - - - - R. O. Barnett ------ - - - - ---- - ---- - - - - - -- -- - - --'-- - - - - -- - - 1.00 1__
._ Donat ions for Clerk ; - -- - - - - - -- - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - -1- _____ _________ __
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