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CORRESPONDENCE.

¢ FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE.”
(1 JoEx 1L 14.)

There is a class of professors who talk
about loving the brethren, and thas pro-
claim themselves to be passed from death
unto life. But, do they declare that
Ohrist is precious to them? Do they tell
how he became dear and precions to
them? Have they seen and felt them-
selves to be base, things to be despised,
vile transgressors ? Is Christ Jesus the
Lord that altogether lovely One, whom
having not seen they love, in whom they
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory? Do they always manifest they
have ever felt themselves to be poor lost
sinners, that with a broken and contrite
heart they were brought to Jesus’ feet,
and there in the cracified Lamb of God
they found forgiveness, justification and
hope of eternal salvation? God hath
called his own unto the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Ohrist our Lord, and in due
time Ohrist is revealed in them, he dwells
in their hearts by faith. ¢ Ohrist liveth
in me,” saith the apostle. (Gal. ii.20.) Do
I live by the faith of the Son of God who
loved me and gave himself for me? Oh
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this is the all-important question, a vital
matter with a poor sinnerlike me. Iknow
the apostle John speaks of the love of the
household of God, one toward another,
and speaking of the family of God he
says, ‘“We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the
brethren.”—1 John iii. 14, Wehave been
tanght of God, our heavenly Father, to
love one another. But this love of the
brethren is not apart from Christ and him
crucified, but it is the fruit of, and flows
from, our divine nearness to the Father,
and to Ohrist, the Son of his love, our
precious Savior. If we look into this
epistle we find who they are that the
apostle John is speaking of when hesays,
“We know,” &c. They are the very
family of God, they are fellows, the house-
hold of God, who are such in vital knowl-
edge and experience of the things of the
Father and of Ohrist, and that thus in
this fellowship, this kinship, this union
and communion, they love one another
and s0 they are passed from death unto
life. Let us hear the apostle declaring
this matter: “ That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have
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handled, of the Word of life ; (For the
life was manifested, and we have seen it,
and bear witness, and shew unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father,
and was manifested unto us;) that which
we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship
with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Iather, and with his Son Jesus
Christ.”—1 John i, 1-3, What ministra-
tions of the Holy Ghost have been our
portion to bring unto us this divige fel-
lowship. Ohrist saith, “All things are
“delivered unto me of my Father: and no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save
the 86n, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal him.”—Matt. xi. 27, Jesus
saith, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.”—John xiv. 6. In the times
decreed in Jehovah’s counse] the Holy
-Ghost quickeneth the elect, who by nature
are children of wrath even ag others, dead
in trespasses and sins. He convinceth
them of sin, to know themselves to be
under the curse of the law, he leads them
to Jesus, to the crucified Savior, he takes
of the things of Ohrist and shows them
unto them. And into the teachings and
guidance of the Spirit of truth, into the
truth of Christ’s gospel we areo led gra-
ciously yearningly into the blessed fact
that we must be redeemed from under the
law that we might receive the adoption of
sons. (Gal. iv. 5, 6.) So in this fellow-
ship of the gospel we have feliowship one
with another. In the beginning of the
knowledge of Ohrist the called of God
have repentance given, a humble, contrite,
supplicating heart, and that precious cry
is put forth in their heart, “ God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner.” And oh when in
Jesus ' it is ours to taste we have re-
demption through his blood, even the for-
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glveness of sins, what union then we have
with ouy Savior, what fellowship ! And,
joined to Christ we are one Spirit with
him.  We have the Spirit of Ohrist, we
are his, and he is ours, our dear Savior,
and by his gracious Spirit in us we ery,
“Abba, Father.” Truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with hig Son Jesus
Ohrist.  Without this wnion with Ohrist
Do sinner can be ip truth of the household
of God, and consequently can have no
knowledge of kinship to the family of
God. We must be born of God to love
God, and to love the brethren. (1 John iv.
7.) For he that loveth him that begat
loveth him also that ig begotten of him.
(I John v, 1) Beloved of God, this love
of the brethren is more than mere lip
love, for there have ever been carnal men
among the people of God, who, as the
Holy Spirit describes them to Ezekiel,
“They sit before thee as my people, and
they hear thy words, but they will not do
them: for with their mouth they shew
much love, but their heart goeth after
their covetousness. Aud, lo, thou art
unto them as a very lovely song of one
that hath a pleasant voice, and can play
well on an instrument: for they hear thy
words, but they do them not.”—Hzek,
xxxiil. 31, 32. “Love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous.”—1 Peter iii, 8. If
we have passed from death unto life, and
in this life love the brethren, our love
will be more than words, there will be
love’s deeds. “ My little children, let us
not love in word, neither in tongue; but
in deed and in truth.”—1 John iii. 18,
The carnal religionist with his superficial
brofession of love of the truth and to the
brethren knows nothing of the work of
the Holy Ghost in his heart, he has never
known the burden of his vile transgres-
sions, has never been ready to perish
in his condemnation under the curse of
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the law, he knows nothing of repentance
toward God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus OChrist; he has never mourned
unto God over his iniquities, was never
prostrated at the feet of the Lord with a
humble and contrite heart. Neither has
he tasted the blessedness of the man unto
whom God imputeth righteousness with-
out works. Oh blessed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are
covered. Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impute sin. (Rom. iv.
6-8.) If through grace I am a believer
in Christ what a favored sinner am I.

¢ Jesus, thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress,
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.”

If Christ and him crucified be not in the
heart’s experience our consolation, our
hope, our glory, then all this talk about
loving the brethren, believing certain
points of doctrine amounts to nothing
and will be found of no account before
the throne of God. These matters are of
eternal importance, and that counsel of
the apostle is not to be tossed aside as
though we were beyond such counsel.
“ Bxamine yourselves, whether ye be in
the faith; prove your own selves. Know
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates.”
—2 Qor, xiii. 5. If Christ be in vs, and
we are his, then, ““ They that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts.”—Gal. v. 24,
FREDERICK W. KEENI.

RavLrigH, North Carolina.

FAYETTEVILLE, Ga., Oct, 21, 1928,
DEAR BROTHER ADAMS:—I received
your card a few days ago, and was glad
to learn you are better. When. I wrote
you last I did not think I would wait s
long to write again.
T enjoyed the preaching at-the Yellow

River Association. It seemed more like
Old Baptists were before they became
confused by leaders and dietators, who
have led many astray. I have heard so
much that is not according to my experi-
ence and understanding of the teaching
of the Bible, and have grown so cold, I
fear that I am not included in that * cove-
nant, ordered in all things, and sure.”
Since the association I have been think-
ing much of God’s supreme power, love,
purposes, mercy, &c¢. “And be ready al-
ways to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear.”—1
Peter iii. 15. T have heard people tell
what they believe, without giving a hint
as to why, and I have sometimes thought
their belief was only a fancy of the mind,
as it seemed that they had not a particle
of foundation for what they believed, and
such belief is worthless. When one be-
lieves a thing, and has solid foundation,
able to give a reason, it is a comfort to
him, and he can tell it comfortably to
others that are exercised on the same
subject. It is impossible to believe any-
thing without evidence, either in nature
or Spirit, and when any one contends for
this or that without giving good reasons
for so doing we had better think well
before we follow them, for there are many
saying, ““ Lo here and lo there,” and would
deceive the very elect if possible. TLong-
before I ever heard of absolutism and
conditionalism among Old Baptists I be-
lieved that God was sovereign ruler over
all things, and that he rules all things
according to his will and pleasure, and
that not one thing ever has or ever will
transpire contrary to his will, but I could
not give a reason why. Elder N. B.
o| Hardy, formerly of your association, was
sound on these points. He was theé only
preacher I'knew in my boyhood days, but:




4 ) BIGNS OF THRE TIMES.

I learned ere he died that he was a deep
preacher. I remember very little about
what he preached, but remember hearing
him talk of God’s supreme power, and
that all events were under his control.
In later years I began to hear things that
were new to me, and not being thoroughly
established in the faith and doectrine I
became confused. Finally I heard that
certain preachers advocated this and that
which I bad never heard, so I began to
investigate and found that Old Baptists
are contending for the same principles
they have always contended for, but that
the accusers were not satisfied with the
goodness of God’s house and were teach-
ing new things. The first brother I heard
mention conditional time salvation was,
like myself, not able to see the deep hid-
den mysteries of God, but is now one of
the faithful ones. With all that was said
against so-called absolutism, I could not

understand how God could be supreme

ruler over all things and not do his will
‘with all things, for T believed he made
everything that was made, and for some
purpose, and I did not believe any of his
purposes could ever be frustrated. Some
brethren say foreknowledge is an attri-
bute of God, but predestination is his act.
If the latter be true, am I not right in
saying that foreordination is the same?
The Scripture is plain that the crucifixion
of Ohrist was in the mind and purpose of

God, and was in the plan laid before the)

foundation of the world for the salvation
of sinners. As there is so much objection
to predestination, I will not say that this
was predestinated, but what I have just
written shows where I stand. If God
predestinated the crucifixion, and is his
act, then he crucified Christ. “For we
are his workmanship, created in Ohrist
Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in

them,” This is one of the conditionalist’s
texts, so this looks as much like God’s
act as predestination. If so it kills con-
ditionalism. Some brethren say that God
knew before the world began that Adam
would sin, and knew how sinful humanity
would be, did not intend that it should be
that way, but seeing it as it is the three-
in-one God went into covenant agreement
as to the plan to save those chosen ia
Obrist. God made a covenant to save
those the Father gave the Son. This, to
my mind, makes God’s works dependent
upon Satan’s works. It seems that God,
who knew all things that would ever
transpire, even before he began creation,
before Satan was made, had to know
what Satan’s plans were before He could
arrange for his work, that he must look
all down the line through time and ar-
range his work to offset the work of
Satan to hinder that which he did not
want done. If God was this weak some
of his and Satan’s work would be sure to
get crossed and he could not do all his
pleasure. "I understand that God not
only foreknew all things, but all things
were in bis will and purpose, he did not
have to consult any one, but had the
whole plan laid out, and made everything
according to that plan, made everything
for some purpose, pronounced all things
that he made very good, and will use
them for the very purpose for which they
are made, even Satan was good for the
purpose for which he was made, and God
is nsing him, and there is no power that
can hinder the least part of his will, pur-
pose, plan and, I might say, predestina-
tion. God is above all law, therefore he
cannot violate any law; can do what he
pleases with any and all things and do no
sin nor be the author of sin. It seems
that sinful man can be compared with a
a vicions dog. The dog must be chained
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to prevent him doing things contrary to
his master’s will, but when the master
wants the dog to chase an intruder he
has only to loose him. The will to do
these things is already in the dog; the
master does not put it there, nor does he
entice the dog, he is ready and surging
to go. If the dog be trained the master
has only to tell him what to do; but the
untrained dog has to be directed. Satan,
“as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
ing whom he may devour.” He is not
like a trained dog, but is surging at the
chain’s length, seeking every opportunity
to devour, and it seems that he would go
at random if left to himself. I may be

saying too much here, but if God made|

~ man for a purpose he does not just turn

him loose and allow him to go where he|

pleases, but “the remainder of wrath

shalt thou restrain,” so God restrains him.

from doing the very thing he loosed him
to do. (Here is some of the deep water I
wrote you about, and I fear to express
myself on some of the deep things of the
Spirit, fearing I am wrong.) If I have
a lion chained and should loose him he
would prey upon the first thing in sight;
it might be my best cow, my child or me;
but when God looses Satan he does nob
have to take notice which way he goes
and pull him back until he goes right and
then let him go. What I am saying
abont Satan applies to sinful man, even
God’s people when not led by his Spirit.

Since starting this I received your last
letter, in which you say the deeper the
water the better we can swim, and men-
tion what David says about deep waters.
I have always been afraid of deep waters
a8 I cannot swim, but all God’s people
can swim in still, deep waters of his love.
Yes, I love to get into this kind of deep
waters, that is, enjoying the deep things
of the Spirit when we can understand

them, but in those things I do not under-
stand I fear to wade out too deep, for I
may say something not in accord with
the Scriptures and cause trouble. Ihave
seen more trouble now than I wanted to
see among God’s people, and have been
aceused of causing some of it, because I
contended for the right as I sawit, and our
old deacons and tempest-tossed preachers
were with me. There was a time when
I thought these things would cause
coldness among God’s people, but now
when I hear them preached in theijr
purity it touches a responsive cord in my

being, and I feel glad there are a few

who have not bowed the knee to Baal,
I have only hinted at what I wanted to
write,
Yours in fellowship,
GEORGE W. JACKSON.

G oLl m

. Sr. ALBANS, West Virginia,

DEAR EDITORS:—Ioclosed are two
good letters which were very comforting
to me, and I feel like handing them to
you for publication, if they meet your
approval, for I think they would be com-
forting to the household of faith.

Yours in hope,

v/ HURRICANE, W. Va., July 13, 1928,
MR. HARVEY BIRD—DEREAR BROTHER:
—It is with much fear and trembling T
begin this letter. I know of a truth that
unless I am given the power from on high
that it will be ubterly impossible for me
to write anything the least interesting to
one of God’s children, but my prayer is
that I will be led to write and talk al-
ways aceording to those prineciples of doc-
trine as believed by the Old School Bap-
tists, which doctrine I believe to be that
contained in the holy Bible from end to
end, or cover to cover. If I know my
mind, it is my desire at this time to write

HARVEY BIRD.
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a little about my experience. I say a
little, because it would be impossible for
me to tell it all. It is a thing that ever
grows and grows. Sometimes I am led
to wonder if I have any hope or if I have
ever had an experience of grace. Oh, I
remember how light-hearted I felt when
I hope I was first delivered, then I felt
like all was peace, and that there would
rever be any more heartaches or tribula-
tion. But oh that is not the case. After
a few wonderfully happy months I began
to wonder if I had not been deceived, if I
were not under a false delusion. At times
all things seemed very dark, as the poet
says, ‘“ How tedious and tiresome the
hours when Jesus no longer I see,” &e.
Then when he was pleased to again re-
veal his blessed face, how tranquilly
happy the moments were. I am made to
realize more and more that in this world
wo shall bave tribulations. I would not
have it any other way. There are so
many dark and gloomy days with me that
- T often wonder if I am not deceived when
_I think I have bright moments. I wonder
if I.really do have a hope. I am made
to say, How can I have? Surely I would
be less vile if I did. Oh I am full of in-
iquity to running over. But we are not

pure as long as we dwell in this taber-

nacle, but are continunally sinning, and
fall short within ourselves. As written
by the inspired Paul, “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renew-
ing of the Holy Ghost,” &e. I notice in
the above explicit language, which was
addressed by Paul to Titus, the “ he,” not
themselves, did the saving; that the
word “saved ” is in the past tense, hav-
ing taken place some previous time, not
going to take place in some future time,
which was according to the Creator’s

will. Then that little pronoun “us?” is
in the way. Not in my way; no indeed,
but in the other fellow’s way. “Us?”
takes in all of God’s elect, as recorded in
2 Timothy i. 9: “Who hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to
his own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began.” Some might say, How partica-
lar God is. Certainly he is particular, so
much so that he explicitly says a certain
‘“us,” not the whole Adam family, and it
is he who hath saved. Again in the past
tense. How can any one who claims to
be born again believe otherwise? I be-
lieve with all my heart and mind that it
is a finished thing, made sure, and eannot
be changed one whit by anything on
earth or in hell. Unless my God be all
powerful, &c., I would be afraid to lie
down at night, for I might never wake
to see the day again, I might die in my
sleep and go to a demon’s hell, never to
see his all-glorious presence again. But
I beiieve if God be my Father I am al-

' ways upheld by his omnipotent hand so

that none can pluck me ont of his hand.
Then if I be deceived why do I believe
this most wonderful doctrine which says
that God has declared all things from the
beginning; that he commands and it
stands fast; that he has created all things,
yea, the wicked for the day of evil, and
that he speaks to the dying soul and it is-
made to leap for joy past telling, it is so
wonderous? Sometimes I am made to
feel that he has spoken peace to my
dying soul, not becanse of my works, but
according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given me in Ohrist Jesus be-
fore the world began. For if he had
given me according to my deeds I would
long ago have been cast off and sent to a
demon’s hell, and, I say, justly so. Oh



SIGNS OF THRE TIMBRBS. 7

my brother, what a wonderful doctrine is
this as believed by the old order of Bap-
tists. May the grace of God permit us to
worship in peace and liberty.
Your brother,
OSCAR J. BYRNSIDE.

HURRICANE, W. Va., July 12, 1928,

DEAR BroTHER BIRD :—I feel at times
that I have a hope, although I cannot see
why God would be so merciful to as weak
a worm of the dust as I to give me such
a precious hope of eternal salvation. I
feel to know that if T am one of God’s
little ones that it is not because of any-
thing good which I have done, or will
ever accomplish, but through the tender
mercy and divine love of God who reigns
eternally on high. Iknow I am full of
wickedness and sin, and knowing this
how could I believe that I could ever
merit a place around God’s throne sing-
ing praises to his high and holy name?
I hope I am thankful for the few bright
hours which I have, for there are so many
dark and stormy days in which I despair
and feel I have probably been deceived
in my experience, and that my desire to
be with God’s children is only a fleshly
desire, and my love for those people only
earthly love and not the love which is
born of God. Then comes a bright day,
and I feel that God has been very merci-
ful and good to mwe in giving me a little
hope. I do not know whether I will ever
go to the church or not. At the last
meeting, on Saturday, I could -hardly stay
away. I had the greatest desire then I
have ever had to unite with the chureb,
but I could not, for something held me
back. I stood and trembled as a leaf
shaken by the wind and could not keep
the tears back. I was miserable. I felt
like I imagine one would feel to have to
see some one drown, or burn to death,

and not be able to help them, so great
was my desire to go home to the church.
That shows very plainly that we are gov-
erned by a higher power, ‘“for it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to
do of his good pleasure.”—Phil. ii. 13.

Excuse these few broken thoughts. I
did not aim to write to you when I sat
down at this table, but was so led. We
will be glad to hear from you at any
time, for we get so few letters.

Yours in hope,

EULA B. BYRNSIDE.

B . O e —
GALATIANS IV, 24.
“ WaicH things are an allegory.”

What things are here called an alle-
gory? The things mentioned in the two
verses just before: “For it is written,
that Abraham had two sons; the one by
a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.
But he who was of the bondwoman was
born after the flesh; but he of the free-
woman was by promise.” So the things
which pertain to these two women and
their children under the two covenants
are, or coustitute an allegory. Then
what is an allegory? Our dictionary
tells us it is the * description of one
thing under the image of another,” “a
figurative sentence or discourse in which
the principal subject is deseribed by an-
other subject resembling its properties
and circumstances,” &c. So then we get
the idea that Abraham, Sarah, Agar, and
their children, as well as what happened
to them, are not the real subject of Paul’s
address, but only a figure. The apostle
is evidently talking of the Jewish king-
dom, or the Lord’s people in the flesh,
and the kindom of grace, of Christ’s peo-
ple in the Spirit. Yes, and these two
peoples. and the things pertaining to
them are what Paul is separating before
the eyes of his church brethren, and ours,
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I hope. He tells that Agar is Mount
Sinai, in Arabia, and answereth to Jeru-
salem which now is, and is in bondage
with her children. But Jerusalem, which
is above, is free and is the mother of us
all. All of us represented by Sarah, the
freewoman by grace.. The woman, or
Jerusalem above, is mother to all the
children of promise, and Agar is only
mother of the natural Jew while under the
covenant in his allegory. Sarah numbers
her children so long and wherever the
Lord has a child of grace, for these things
are an allegory, and the two covenants,
The Jews were a chosen people, but they
were under bondage to keep the law, or
first covenant, until He should take it
away to establish the new. So Agar and
her son were taken away so as fo estab-
lish Sarah and the beir, or sop of promise,
in their-proper rights under the husband
and Father. But remember it was the
promise of God, and the husbandry of
God fuifilled this covenant, The law of
the flesh here was dead and inoperative,
but with Agar it was in force, so her son
was said to be born “after the flesh,”
No Gentile nation was ever under the
Agar or Mount Sinai covenant, and the
Jews are not under it, although the Jews
and many Gentiles try. to make them-
selves under the law of -circumecision,
They may be under the law of sin and
death, but the power of the Spirit of life
in Ohrist Jesus hath made the children of
promise free from the law of sin and
death, and they cannot now be under
law to a husband who is dead. The na-
tion is dead, and their law is dead, and
the children under that dead law are all
numbered. Not so with the children of
grace; no man can ever nuwmber the ¢hil-
dren of that Jerusalem above. Then
Paul gives another allegory of the same
nature to present his spiritual thought to

the man of God. He quotes in part:
‘“Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not;
break forth and cry, thou that travailest
not; for the desolate hath many more
children than she which hath an hus-
band.” Now to be brief, Sarah in the
allegory and in her most desolate period
of life had no husband, for she had given
him to Agar, the woman, or law, “after
the flesh.” Agar was not desolate at that
time. Sarah, being so desolate and un-
believing at the time the angel made the
promise to her she launghed, but God
promised to be a husband to her, and was
and is, so that her blessing and increase
shall and does surpass that of Agar, the
Jowish woman, or church. Every re-
ligious body or church is typified by a
woman, and the Lord’s chosen is but one,
and is free, yet her children and blessings
outnumber and surpass any of them,
She has a wonderful hope and promise in
which she is abundantly able to ‘ break
forth and rejoice.” But she must cast
out every bond child that tries to come in
or remain under the first covenant, or
after the flesh. For we know it is as
Paul said, “ But as then he that was born
after the flesh, persecuted him that was
born after the Spirit, even so it is now.”
Here Panl makes it plaiv that it was the
natural Jews who persecuted the believ-
ers in the gospel church, for they were
the antitype of Ishmael. In this day it
is the religious world that persecutes
those born of the Spirit wherever found,
and yet none of their church memberships
equal the Lord’s people in Christ.

I realize the readers will see I have
made this long and trashy, while it is an
effort to leave out the bondwoman and
her son, for we know they -cannot feel
desolate while they rule the house and
claim the husband; still when they are
cast out in a dry place they must then
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cry and look to God for a temporal bless-
ing or salvation. Even so did Agar and
her son, and they were given great bless-
ings in this life. So are all false churches
to-day, and if they were under the law of
circumecision in the flesh, as were the Jews,
they could do no bettter than Agar did in
the type. They may circumecise in the
flesh, but the children of promise, as Isaac
was, are circumcised in heart and in
spirit. I cannot see the irreligious world
anywhere in this allegory, but I think I
can see the doctrine of free grace, as
preached by the “little flock,” points to
the salvation of more children in Christ
than any or all other denominations, yet
we are most desolate in the flesh, and
have no husband, as Mary and Elisabeth.
Yours in hope,
GUSTAVA WEBB.

CuLLISON, Kausas.
el ¢ I ¢ B ———
CLARKS SuMMIT, Pa., Sept. 22, 1928,
DEAR BRETHREN EDITORS:—] am in-
closing & letter received many years ago
from my husband’s sister. It wasenjoyed
then, and on looking over our correspond-
ence decided to send it to you for publi-
cation, if you think best.
Your sister in Ohrist,
SARAH E. MILLER.

Jusrtus, Pa., Oct, 9, 1889,
DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN OHRIST:
—I1f poor unworthy me can be allowed to

thus address you, you who seem so much.

above me. I feel a great many times as
though I had no right to call you, or any
of the dear people of God, brother or
sister. We found the children all right
when we got home, and a welcome letter
waiting for us. After reading I felt that
if the Lord would guide my pen I would
try and answer it, but fear it will fail to
be of interest to you. I bad a splendid

visit to-day, but as we were coming home
I thought it all over, and thought, Now
Sarah was disappointed and did not enjoy
it as I did. - Oh how good it does seem
to me to talk with or to hear the people I
love so much talk of the wonderful work
of the Lord, and to give all honor and
glory to him. I feel that I oughtto
praise him both day and night for what I
hope he has done for my soul. I do love
the Lord’s people, and the Bible. says,
“We know we have passed from death
unto life, becanse we love the brethren.”
I can truly say that to go to meeting and
hear them speak and to hear the gospel
preached (and I do believe we have it
preached to us) is my meat and drink,
but I feel so small and unworthy to be
among the Lord’s people, yet still I feel
to say as Ruth did, *Entreat me not to
leave thee, or to return from following
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge:
thy people shall be my people, and thy
God my God.” It seems at times that
things are not right as they are and that
I would like to have them move to please
me, and then the thought comes, *Be
still, and know that I am God.” We
road that “God is love,”” and what he
does is right, just and true are all his
ways. All things work together for good
to them that love the Lord. I know that
is s0, but poor mortals cannot always see
it so. The week after I was baptized I
felt very dark and bad, and thought T
would go up to mother’s, that she would
say a word or two that would comfort
me. I went two or three times, but in
vain, as she did not say a word to me
about what was on my mind, and the last
time I felt as if I could not stand ir. I
think the Lod led me in that way to show
me where to look: that I am to look
alone to him for comfort and strength, for




14

SIGNBS OF THRE TIMES.

I do feel that my strength is perfect
weakness. I cannot think one good
thought unless he gives it to me. Some-
times I feel it is all a dream, that it cannot
be possible 1 have a home and name
among the people I believe are the
Lord’s, but I suppose it is true, and I
hope I will be kept from bringing a re-
proach upon his name.

I am glad Elder Durand is coming,

Well, I have not written as I should
wish, and feel more like putting it in the
stove than sending it to you, but please
overlook mistakes and think them of the
head and not of the heart.

I must stop, for it is now 10:30 p. m,,
but if I were down there I could talk all
night, but I think you are tired now,

Your sister in love,

SEBINA GOODRICH.

el

Preasant Hivr, Mo., Oct. 26, 1928.

DrAr KINDRED IN CaRIST:—I am in-
closing you a copy of a letter I received
last week, and feasted upon it, and if you
see fit would be glad for it to appear in
the S16Ns oF 1HE TIMES,

Sister Beebe, I must tell you I am the
proud possessor of your and your son’s
picture, also a picture of the Brookfield
meetinghouse, and of many dear ones,
which sister Davis sent me. She and her
husband took them while on their tour
of the east, and I cannot tell you how I
prize them, and the one who sent them to
me, telling of her lovely trip also.

Your little sister in hope,

MARGARET 8. TAYLOR.

SAN Franoisco, California.
DeAR S18TER MARGARET :—Yes, I was
indeed very pleasantly surprised to hear
from you and tears of joy did flow. I
long many times for good letters, but
much of the time my mind is so blank I

do not feel I have anything worth writing
to any ome. It cheered me very muech
where you said you were traveling my
way and could echo every thought I ex-
pressed, and we do hope it is the Lord’s
way. I feel so lonely away out here in
this worldly - place, and often wonder
when I look on this multitnde of people
if there is even one among them who
feels the way I do, and how I pray some-
times when I am out walking around, Oh
if I eould only get away from all the tur-
moil of this big city. The Lord has fixed
the bounds of our habitation and placed
us where we are. My faith in the Lord
is irm, He has placed me away off from
the people I love to be with for his own
purpose, but it is hard for me to know
the why and wherefore of it all. I amso
weak that without him I would fall into
the temptations by the wayside, and how
I pray for him to create in me a pure
heart and gunide my footsteps aright.
That longing for some one to talk with
of the things I love to talk and hear
abount is beyond explanation. Sometimes
my landlady and I will be talking about
events that transpire, and I will express
my belief abont it, and she will say, That
is a good way to think about it if you can,
She is a lovely lady and we get along
nicely rogether. I know she thinks I am
peculiar and cannot understand me, but I
cannot even understand myself. We are
a peculiar people, like the verse in the
song I love so well:

‘“ We are a garden walled around,
Chosen and made peculiar ground ;
A litile spot inclosed by grace,

Out of the world’s wide wilderness.”

How my heart rejoiced to know you were
blessed to attend the First Kansas Asso-
ciation. How I would love to have been
with them again. I hope you were also
blessed to attend our association at
Adrign, 1 just missed it last fall by
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having to come home here, but it was not
for me to be there, but hope my mind
was. What a_relief to know, What is to
be will be, and sometimes when disturb-
ances come into my life I feel I can say,
Though he’slay me yet will I trust him,
for without him I can do nothing., I re-
ceive much comfort from reading my
Bible and the SieNs or THE TIMES.

Well, sister Margaret, I thought I was
prepared to write you a letter of news,
but my mind would not be directed that
way, but I will send it nevertheless.
Give my love to all in Little Flock
Church, and to all the household of faith.
May the Lord bless and keep you and
yours.

Your nnworthy sister,

MABEL LINDSAY.

e & A A —————————
Hiram, Georgia.

DEAR BEpitors:—I am, I hope, glad to
hear the plaip, simple and pure gospel of
God our Savior as I have heard it in the
- past, and I hope to hear it as long as I
am permitted to remain on earth. I am
a young man, twenty-three years of age,
and it seems a long time before I will be
old, but the truth will never grow old. I
hope the Lord showed me by an eye of
faith what I was by nature and showed
me what I must be by grace. I like to
hear people talk about a sovereign God,
a God of purpose, love and mercy. Ohrist
paid all the debt his people owed and
canceled it all. I am not-ashamed of the
gospel of Ohrist, for it is the power of
God unto salvation. I know I am a weak
vessel when I am left in nature’s dark-
ness, but at times the Lord gives me a
ray -of light of his most mercifnl and
righteous plan of salvation, predestina-
tion, election and the love he had for his
people before the world began. When
the grace of God is in a man’s heart heis

cut loose from carnality, and everything
but the great God of high heaven seems
weak and frail. I want to honor God,
but it takes the grace of God in a man’s

heart to be able to honor him, for man is

but vapor and cannot direct his steps, it
takes the blessed Pilot, Christ our Lord.
What love the Master had for his disciples
when he caused the angry sea to be calm,
and said, Peace, be still.

Youor unworthy brother, a sinner saved
by grace, if saved at all,

JEWELL O. CROKHR.

e+ > ¢ <

PROVENCAL, La., Oct. 18, 1928,
DeAR BRETHREN:—If you will allow
me to address you thus. I am seventy-
seven years of age, and have visited two
associations this month, each of them a
long way from home. One was in Wood
County, Texas, where I met a great many
Predestinarian Baptists, and when they
began singing the sweet songs of Zion
I commenced feeling my unworthiness.
When those old servants got up and told
of the dealings of the Lord with them it
seemed that I could see the very image of

Jesus in their countenances, and their

words were food for my hungry soul, so I
was made to rejoice and feel glad I was
there. Twelve preachers were present at
the Sulphur Fork Association, and I
heard ten of them and all their preaching
was in harmony, the same old story of
the cross. Ireturned home, and after a
few days rest went to the Louisiana Pre-
destinarian Baptist Association, where T
met another band of loving brethren and
sisters. The Louisiana Association has
but two ordained ministers, brother Baker,
an old man, aged about seventy-nine
years, and brothér B. Valentine, who is
aged about fifty-one years, but we had
visitors from Texas who were very able
preachers and we had a good meeting,
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and were made to feel that the Lord was
with us. I retorned home, where I have
a married daughter keeping house for me,
found all well, for which I feel thankful
to the Giver of all good. We have a
little church here where I live, but on ac-
count of not having more preachers in
our associations we do not hear much
preaching. The church called brother
Valentine, but because of the distance he
could not come regularly.

From a poor sinner saved by grace, if
saved at all,

R. A. HAWTHORNE.

T oD
<o e

ErLxINs, Wost Virginia.

DrAR BEp1rrogrs :—We are sending our
subseription for our highly esteemed
paper that stands so firm in the doectrine
of God our Savior. Wife and I hope to
continue our subscription for the SrgnNs
oy THE TIMES as long as we are able to
pay for it, for surely it is a great comfort
to us in our old age. My wifeissoventy-
six years of age and I am seventy-seven.
We live near Elkins, West Virginia, about
two miles from the depotf, but the buss
line runs west from Elkins by our home
and any orderly Predestinarian Baptist
passing our way would be gladly received
by us. Our membership is with the
Leading Creek Church. Klder J. 8.
Murphy is our pastor, and he is a dear
brother, sound in the doctrine of Ohrist
and the apostles. Our association, the
Tygarts Valley River, is few in number,
only seventy-five members, but is stand-
ing firm in the doctrine of absolute pre-
destination of all things.

G. B. MCOLANAHAN.

e D P ¢ AP
WiINNSBORO, Texas, Nov. 26, 1928.

DeAR EDITORS:—As my subscription
expires with the December number I am
inclosing my personal check for a year’s

subseription to the dear old Srans, and

one dollar to aid in its publication. I do
not see how 1 could get along without it,
for it is all the preaching I get, as I am
partly deaf and cannot hear public
preaching. I read the SiGNSevery month
and it is like good news from a far
country and water to a thirsty soul.
Fourteen years ago I began reading the
dear paper and each number seems more
interesting and I am drawn closer to the
writers. I love each one for the truth’s
sake, and wish I could write as they do,
but there is nothing good in me and sin
is mixed with all {I [do., I sometimes
think there is no hope for one as sinful as
Tam. Tam not a member of the only
church (it is the only one I will ever be-
lieve in), but how I wish to be. I want
every one to_pray for me when at the
throne of grace.
(MRS.)) ¥. 8. PETTY.
WEISER, Idaho, Nov, 21, 1928,

Duar Eprrors:—I want through your
columns to thank the brethren and sisters
who so readily complied with the wish of
my husband for two back copies of the
SigNs in which were some of his writings.
I have received several copies, but he
who requested them has gone to his re-
ward. He has fought a good fight, he
has finished his course, he kept the faith.

Again thanking you, I am your little
sister in loneliness,

(MRS.) M. N. WEBB.

Brewers, Kentucky.

DEAR BRETHREN :—I am made to re-
joice as I move around among God’s
humble poor and hear them express what
the Lord has done for them in giving out
the pure gospel by pens of ready writers,
through the dear old SieNs and other
sach peridocials. Just as I write the
word “ periedicals” I am made to think
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of the comparison as to the number of
papers coming from the press of to-day
that are filled with all kinds of corrupti-
ble and deceivable literature and the few
that contend for truth and solely engaged
in sending out that which tends to edify
God’s dear children and honor the great
.Giver of every good and perfect gift.

I herewith inclose my check for two
dollars as renewal of the subscription of
Mrs. M. J. Warford, of Hickory, Ken-
tucky, for one year, which was handed
me yesterday. I hope to send you more
soon.

I am, I hope, yonr brother in fellowship
of the gospel, _

J. C. CHESTER.
e e ¢ D ¢ ——
“CEDAR RarIDS, Towa, Dec. 10, 1928,

DrAR BRETHREN:—I have lately be-
come so nearly blind I cannot read the
SiaNs. I can write better than I can
“read. I had my eighty-fifth birthday
October 27th last, and I think this is the
last of my subscription. I am inthe Home
for Aged Women at Cedar Rapids, Towa.
This Home has been running for thirty
years, and is a very good and comforta-
ble home. It was instituted by theladies
of Cedar Rapids for women over sixty-
five years of age, or during their life the
applicart is to be a citizen of Linn
County, must pay $600, and after six
months if she is satisfied she becomes a
member ; if not satisfied, she pays for her
board and her money is returned. We
have twenty-one now, and have not room
for more. We have meeting, but there is
no Old School Baptist nearer than ten
miles, and that is the only trouble I have.
There is only one lady here that has a
~ name with the O1d School Baptists.

There is quite a preacher at Cedar
Falls who comes here to visit, but I have
never taken the liberty of asking him to

preach, for it is not stylish enough. My
Stans is all the preaching I get and I
have to get some member to read it to me.
I cannot write more. ,
RACHEL OWEN.

D ¢ G+ i

T LoNDON, Ontario, -

DrAR ELpER DonsoN :—Your letter in
the S1¢Ns about His hand hath formed
the crooked serpent was wonderful indeed
to me, and so comforting that my soul
did eat it greedily. O, dear one, how
often in days gone by in my distress I
would turn to Job’s writings, and would
say, weeping, You are my brother in af-
fliction. Job was often bewildered and
at his wit’s end, not knowing what to do,
and so was I away back in my girlhood,
sitting on the lowest step of my mother’s
cellar, where I thought no one would see
me, and crying aloud. Mother came to
get something she wanted, and said, What
is the matter? I replied, O mother dear,
I am lost forever. She said, No one in
such distress as you will ever be lost,
adding, I have noticed for some time that
you were not the girl you nsed to be, I
do not want to say much about myself,
but want to tell you, dear brother, how
glad I was to read your sweet epistle, and
there was one here in Qanada who was
greatly comforted by your good letter. T
believe God gave you to write to my com-
fort and to the comfort of others also.
Write on, dear brother, and may God give
you plenty ont of his storehouse to feed

his lonely ones who are without a pastor,

Dear brother Ruston was here last
month and visited at our house over night,
and preached at London. Large gather-
ings greeted him at the different places of
meeting., I heard him at St. Thomas and
Rkfrid and it was good to be there. He
is a good preacher, both in the pulpit and
in the homes where he visits.

Your sister in hope,

FLORA J, SINCLAIR.
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NEW YEAR’S GREETING.

Tais greeting at this time will be
rather an odd one, for it will take the
form of a personal confession to ourread-
ers and editors and publishers, which we
grant is somewhat unusunal. For several
months T have had it impressed npon my
mind that I ought to resign my connec-
tion as editor with the SIGNS OF THE
Timurs. This feeling on my part is not
at all due to an unkindly feeling toward a
living soul connected with the paper. So
far as I am aware, I have in my heart
nothing but cordiality and goodwill to-
ward my brethren editors and publishers
with whom I have long been associated,
nor is there any strained feeling toward
any who read the paper or who subseribe
for it or who write for its columns., My
reasons for feeling that I ought to get
off the paper are as follows: first, a dis-
inclination to write, due to the fact that

I have so little time for writing in the
midst of my busy life, but due more to a
total lack of impression that I ought to
write. It seems to me that if God meant
me to be an editor on the SraNs, he cer-
tainly would incline my mind more to-
ward writing, and such is not my experi-
ence. If I have any gift at all in the
way of gospel ministry, it certainly is not
in the writing line. Whenever I sit down
to write, my mind shats np and what-
ever is written is brought forth in much
intense labor. I cannof reconcile myself
to this mind econdition on my part, can-
not see why one who is really an -editor
should be so indisposed toward writing.
Second, besides my lack of inclination to
write, is the busy life I lead, which leaves
me little time for writing. Good writing
must be born of meditation and reflee-
tion and & good writer ought to have
time for reading and research along the
lines upon which he is supposed to write,
I have not time for all this, What writ-
ing I do must be done mostly at night
after the business of the day is over, and
I am generally too tired at that time to
collect my thoughts for writing and to
concentrate them upon any given subject.
At present I am supposed to have the
pastoral care of eight churches, and these
scattered over a wide area. Too many,
you say. I grant it. But how is one to
help it when otherwise churches would be
destitute entirely of ministerial services
owing to the paucity of preachers of the
predestinarian faith and order in this part
of the country? We could get plenty of
conditionalists and limited predestinarian
preachers to serve these churches, but
these churches say they will not have
them. So what is one to do?
churches I am serving are located as fol-
lows: three in Virginia, and one of these
has a branch across the river in Mary-

The .
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land, one in West Virginia, three in
southern Pennsylvania and one in Dela-
ware. DBesides my service to the above
churches, which is enough to take up any
one’s time and thought, T hold a position
as bookkeeper with a firm here in Lees-
burg which requires all my time through
the week except such time as is needed
to attend to funerals and to visits to the
sick and isolated ones, whom I fear are
_ not visited by me as much as it is my
duty to do. Now, I want to say right
here that the fact that T hold a secular
position is not to be regarded as any re-
flection on the churches I serve. Every
church I serve contributes according to
its ability to the support of myself and
family. They are willing to give me of
their substance according as the Lord
prospers them, and are continually doing
so. But I have a large family and our
expenses have been and still are great.
Any one raising a family in this day and
time knows by experience something of
what it takes financially to get along and
try to keep out of debt as much as possi-
ble. If I had not bad a secular position
and had depended entirely on the contri-
butions from the several churches, my
family would have had necessarily to
do without some things which the in-
come from my own secular efforts has
enabled us to have. It might have been
better, possibly, to have started out in
the beginning by exercising a little more
self-denial and thus to have avoided
somewhat the necessity of a strenuous
life. Anyway, soit is. If I retain my
health and strength with which I have
been blessed so far, a few years more will
see my children doing for themselves,
some of them already are, and I hope by
that time to be able to ease up, possibly
give up altogether all secular employ-
ment and devote my whole time and

labor to the churches. My third and last
reason for wanting to resign my place
on the SiaNs is the fact that it is the
duty of the editor to examine all manu-
seripts submitted to the paper for publi-
cation and to pass upon them before they
go into its columns. I have not been
doing this and am not going to do it. I
have not any mind for such work, and if
this duty of editorial censorship is essen-
tial to my being on the paper, then I
quit right now, Many articles go into
the paper which I never see before they
come out in print. This must be so if I
continue as editor, for I cannot take
upon myself, and have never taken upon
myself, the work of editing all that goes
into the paper. The publishers have.
more than once offered to submit to me
for my judgment all that goes into the
paper, but I have steadily refused to -
have them do so. I cannot be burdened
with it, .
For all of the above reasons, I re-
cently submitted to the publishers of the
SI6GNS my resignation from the editorial
staff and they have refused to aceept it,
Because they have refused and because
they insist on my remaining on the paper,
I bave decided to make this open and
honest confession to them and to all con-
nected with or interested in the paper.
If they are willing to still have me
on the staff after reading the above ex-
planation and are willing to grant me
the reservations which I am compelled to
make if I stay on the paper, I am ready
to agree to such an arrangement and will
aliow my name to remain on the staff. I
feel it a great honor to be associated on
such a venerable and staunch advocate
of truth as the StaNSs oF THE TIMES with
such splendid and whole-sonled brethren
as wy three associate editors, and with
the publishers of the paper for whom I
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have the utmost respect and esteem. Our
association’ together the past fourteen
years, first with our previons editor,
Elder Ker, and now with the present
staff, has always been the most cordial.
For the future, I can promise nothing.
If my mind is led to write occasionally,
I will do so. I cannot agree to write a
certain specified times nor promise to
write so many articles within a year. I
never could contract to do so much
preaching for so much money or within a
given time, nor can I promise to write
under contract. If I have any gift in the
ministry, I do not control it, it controls
me. I cannot exercise it at my pleasure,

but I hope it exercises me as God wills.

With best wishes and with sincerest love
to all my dear brethren and to all who
love the doctrine for which the SiaNs
stands, I am yours to serve as best I can,
God willing.

H. H. L.

CIRCULAR LETTERS.

(Written by Blder H. C. Ker.)

The Salisbury Old School Baptist Associa-
tion, in session with the Snow Hill
Chaurch, to the several churches,: associc-
tions and meetings with which we corre-

~ spond, sendeth greeting and; love in the
Lord.

Following our usual custom in writing
what is called a ¢ Cireular Letter,” we
have chosen the word ‘faithfulness” as
a foundation. Perhaps no one word em-
braces more real importance to the chureh
than this one, and likely its full meaning
is more neglected than that of any other
word used by us as a denomination. The
word faithfulness has many definitions,
and here we shall give some of them in
order that we all have better conception
of the fullness of the word and what it

should mean to the church: “TFidelity ;
loyalty; firm adherence to allegiance to
duty; trauth; veracity; strict perform-
ance of promises, vows, or covenants;
constancy in affection.” These defini-
tions present almost the full rule of the
life of the followers of Jesus, yet how
few of us so live! Faithfulness becom-
eth the house of God and in its absence
there is no evidence of the life of Christ
in our mortal flesh. His was a life of
faithfulness to God his Father, and to
all chosen in him before the foundation
of the world. The broad meaning of the
word “ faithfulness ” embraces every duty
of both men and women who profess hope
and faith in the blood of Christ Jesus the
Lord. Faithfulness in the minister to
the church, in every sense, demonstrates
his call to the work. It matters not how
wonderfully a man may preach, if un-
faithful his preaching means little in-
deed. His duty is to take the oversight
of the flock of God, over which he has
been made overseer. This does not mean
merely to visit the church once a month,
or oftener, as the case may be, and
preach, but to visit the sick and the well
and minister to them in their homes; to
advise them in the things pertaining to
the order and ordinances of the church;
to warn them of error; false doctrine
and wolves in sheep’s clothing. It also
means that a pastor should be faithful
and brave enough to refuse to receive, or
allow any man to occupy the pulpit who
does not preach the truth. It mafters
pot who he is, nor from what part of the
world he comes, neither his correspond-
ence with another association. Such
faitfulness will be condemned by the un-
faithful, but such condemnation only
proves the unfaithfulness of those who
criticise. It is a very small matter to
talk of faith and love, but to prove our
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faith by our works is altogether another
thing. “Love not in word only, but in
deed and in truth.” To say we love a
brother is an easy matter, but how shall
we know of that love unless there is
some demonstration of it? When a
brother or sister is sick and we never call
to see him or her to inquire for their wel-
fare and to manifest that love we talk so
much about, where is our faithfulness?
If a member of the body of Christ is poor
and destitute and we shut up our bowels
of compassion against that one, how
dwelleth the love of God in us? Where
is our faithfulness? Just a glance within
will show us our unfaithfolness and cov-
etousness and should cause us, indeed,
to ask whether we be of God or not?
Along another line we would call at-
tention to the word * faithfulness:”
Whenever the meetinghouse is open for
service it is the duty of each member
to be present if not sick and if there be
no serious illness in the family. Such
faithfulness is expected, and unfaithfaol-
ness is manifest when members are ab-
sent. No company, entertainments or
pleasures should ever interfere with such
daty. No minister would be reckoned
faithful who did not meet his appoint-
ments; the same is just as true of any
member who fails to be present at all
meetings of the church. Nothing is more
discouraging to a pastor than to find
members of the church absent. This
matter of * faithfulness ”’ is not one-sided.
There are duties of the church to the
. pastor as well as duties of the pastor to

the echurch. One is, to visit him in his
home and try to make life as cheerful
and pleasant for him as possible. The
life of a minister of the gospel of the
grace of God is not a bed of roses. His
trials and cares of life are many and must

be endured alone, hence frequent calls
and visits help to encourage him to go on.

“ Faithfulness” also means that the
church should look after the temporal
welfare of its pastor. In these days of
high cost of living, the expense of auto-
mobiles, used in the service of the
churches, their depreciation, upkeep, and
such like, should all be taken into con-
sideration. Often the depreciation on a
medium priced car is more than the min-
ister receives each year from the churches -
he serves. * Faithfulness’” should notal-
low the pastor to serve at a loss.

“ Faithfolness’”” also means dependa-
bleness. The word of every Old School
Baptist should be his bond. ¢“A dounble-
minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
We should all be careful about making
promises which bring os under special
obligation, but when made, live up to
them. This is a daty that every member
owes the chureh. No church ean afford to
have a member who is not strictly truth-
ful, not strictly dependable. 1t is a .re-
proach upon the church to have a mem-
ber whose life is not in keeping with the
rules of the New Testament Scriptures.
“ Paithfulness” also means that every
member of the church should, as far as
able, help bear the burdens of the church,
such as the upkeep of the house ‘and
premises is concerned. No one, two or
three should be expected to do this when
others are equally able. May the Lord
not only give us to meditate npon these
things, bat to live the life of faithfulness
in his chuareh, as well as to all men.

In so doing we shall glorify him and
magnify his grace so freely bestowed
upon us through Jesus Christ our Lord.
H. 0. KER, Moderator.
J. H, Truirt, Olerk.
G. F. ADKINs, Ass’t Olerk,
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SIGNS OF THR TIMHES,

(Written by Elder H. H. Lefferts.)

The Virginia Corresponding Meeting, in
session with the Mt. Zion Old - School
Baptist Church, Loudoun County, Vir-

- ginia, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
October 17th, 18th and 19th, 1928, to the
churches composing this Meeting, and to
the associations and churches with which

- we correspond, sends christian salutation.
DuAr BRETHREN:—‘“Nevertheless,
when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?” This solemn
question was asked the disciples by the
Savior, not to indicate any uncertainty in
the mind of Jesus as to whether he would
find faith in the earth at the time of his
coming, but to search the hearts and souls
of the disciples themselves, to arouse
within them the need of constaney to the
faith, that is, to the doctrine of Jesus
Ohrist the Lord. This question may well
‘search our own hearts at this time, for do
we not stand forth as the professed fol-
lowers of Christ? If so, then there is
committed to us a dispensation of the
gospel to which we need to take heed and
to examine ourselves whether we be in
the faith. The doctrine may be consid-
ered in two aspects: the preaching of it
and the living of it. By the latter is
meant the manifestation of the doctrine
in the lives we live. The preaching of
the doetrine is nothing more nor less than
earnestly contending for the faith once
delivered unto the saints, and it should
be done with earnestness, as though our
lives depended on it, for do they not in-
deed? The pulpit is no place for in-
difference, and the deelaration of the
great theme of salvation should never be
done in a half-hearted way. If what we
preach be frue, it cannot be too true and
cannot be affirmed too vigorously or too
whole-heartedly. Who does not like to
hear a man who has the courage of his

own convictions? And surely the right-
eous conviction that the minister is de-
claring the truth should spur him to
sound it forth in no uncertainty and with
great plainness of speech. The doctrine
should be declared in its wholeness, and
not in one aspect of it to the overlooking
of some other aspect just as vital. We
in the Corresponding Meeting of Vir-
ginia understand the doctrine of God our
Savior to embrace the following prinei-
ples: the omnipotent sovereignty of God
over all worlds, principalities and powers ;
the personal and unconditional election
of the children of God in Christ before
the foundation of the world, the salva-
tion of the elect alone by the grace of
God in Christ, and by grace only, with-
out human means or helps, the effectual
calling unto repentance and belief of the
truth by sovereign grace of all who be-
fore time were foreknown of God and
predestinated unto the adoption of chil-
dren by Jesus Christ aceording to - the
good pleasure of his will, the preserva-
tion of all the chosen of God unto final
glory, the resurrection of the dead-and
the final judgment of the righteous unto
life eternal and of the wicked unto ever-
lasting punishment. No one need conclude
from this that we are endeavoring to set
metes and bounds to the truth of al-.
mighty God, for the truth is limitless and
cannot be compressed into. human ex-
pressions, but the above will serve to out-
line our position in the main.

Beside the preaching of the faith or
doctrine, there is what is equally impor-
tant: the living of it. This has to do
with the walk and deportment of the pro-
fessed children of God. Preaching lacks
power if the life of him who believes and
contends for the truth does not deport it-
self in accord therewith. The church of
God right now is face to face with the
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" question as to whether we shall neglect
geriptural proofs of what a child of God
ought to be and of how he ought to do,
and fall in line with the lax standards of
the world about us, standards of morality
and right living which become more and
more obscured as time moves on. Men
are becoming more and more openly lov-
ers of self and worshippers of wealth,
grasping more and more for the material
things of life with less and less regard
for honesty and honor. The times are
marked by fast living, looseness of
morals, disregard for family life, decay of
legitimate natural affections. In the
midst of a nanghty world, they that are
wise unto salvation should shine as the
stars of heaven. The much fine gold
should not become dimmed. ‘Be not
conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind,”
8o says Paul to the faithful at Rome, ex-
horting those of that day not to conform
to the standards of the Roman world in
its heathenish idolatry and paganism,
but to let the eyes of their faith look
above and beyond it to the high plane of
spiritual godly living taught by the grace
of Ohrist in the souls of those to whom
this grace has appeared bringing salva-
tion. Ifisto be hoped that there ever
will be those in the earth, subjects of di-
vine grace, who will have no desire to
conform to the world, but who will fer-
vently desire to present their bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is their reasonable service,
being enabled effectually to do so by the
virtue of that Sacrifice which was made

on Calvary for them. No one knows at
what time the Son of man cometh. It
may be now, or it may be hereafter, the
end of this present dispensation may be
much nearer than we think. But how-
ever and whenever it is to be, will Hefind
faith in the earth awaiting him? This is

the question that indicates no uncertainty
whatever in the mind of God, but ought
to cause us to pause and consider whether
that faith is really in us and whether we
are being faithful in our allegiance to it,
or is there on our part a tendency to shun
the doctrine, or some part of it, a disposi-
tion to sidestep our respounsibility in con-
tending forit? And above all, is there
lacking in any of us the courage to fear-
lessly live according to what we believe
to be right for fear of incarring ridicule
or persecution at the hands of those who
know not the truth? The more we re-
flect upon these matters and the more we
measure ourselves in the light of Serip-
ture testimony, the more shall we feel the
need of great grace, of constant prayer-
fulness and watchfulness lest we be found
false witnesses of God.

Our next session of this Meeting will
be held, the Lord willing, on the Wednes-
day, Thorsday and Friday following the
second Sunday in Oectober, 1929, the
place of meeting to be announced later

through the SieGNs or THE TIMES, at
which time we shall hope to be tavored
again with your messages and ministers,
praying to be kept in your love and fel-
lowship through Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen,
H. H. LEFFERTS, Mod.
G. 0. SpivpLE, Clerk.

WATCH YOUR DATES.

WE wish to request our subscribers
when sending in their subsecriptions to
see that the date on the little pink slip
bearing their address is changed. If not
changed, please let us know immediately
(for that signifies you have not been
given credit for the money sent) and we
will