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MINUTES
Minutes of the Seventy-Second Annual Session of the Towaliga

Association of ·Primitive Baptists, held with the Church at Mt,
Nebo, Glascock County, September 2, 3 and 4, 1910.

Introductory by Elder T. M, Whatley. 'l'ext: "By Grace Are
Ye Saved. "-Eph. 2 :5.

After one hour's intermission for dinner, the Messengers and
Visitors met in the house and were called to order by the Modera­
tor, Elder A. C. Elliott, and after singing, prayer was led by Elder
S. G. Batliff.

Ist, Read letters from the churches and enrolled l\Iessengers'
names.

2nd. Went into choice of Moderator and Clerk by acclama­
tion, to-wit, Elder A. C. Elliott, l\Ioderator, and W. 1\1. Hartley,
Clerk.

3rd. Invited visiting brethren and sisters to seats in the Body.
4th. Called for petitionary letters.

. 5th. Appointed Committee on Divine Service, to-wit, Breth­
ren R. W. Davis and D. A. Castellaw, of the Body, and J. F. Wal­
den, William Wilcher and Thomas Daniel, of Mt. Nebo Church.

6th. Called for correspondents, when Elder S. D. Blackwell
and J . C. Rhodes and Brother W. lVI. Blackwell, of the Little River
Association came forward and were cordially received by the
Moderator.

7th. Appointed Brother R. L. Barron to write corresponding
letter.

8th. . On motion, adjourned to 8 0 'clock a. m., September 3rd.

SATURDAY MORNING, SEPT. 3, 1910, 8 A. M.

1st. Singing, then prayer was led by Elder S. J. Blackwell, of
Little River:

2nd. Suspended calling roll and reading decorum.
3rd. Appointed correspondents to Little River as follows:

Elders A. ·C. Elliott, Dan Henderson, T. 1\1. ,Vhatley, J. F. Taylor,
S. G. Batliff, J. 1\1. F. Barron and Brethren R. W. Davis, R. L. Bar­
ron and J . B. Bell.

4th. Read and adopted the following Resolution, to-wit :
Whereas, the Brushy Creek Union, with whom we have been

in correspondence, has introduced instrumental music into some
of their churches which practice, we think, is wholly contrary to
the Word of God in the New Testament and is very grievous to our
Churches.



R esolved , Therefore, 'I'hat we di scon tinue cor r espondence with
sa id Union, praying that they may see t heir er r or and turn away
f rom ' -It;.

R esol ved furth i . 'I'hat Whereas the attitude of the Blu e
Ridge toward .AtI' Body is su ch that we dis continue cor resp onde nce
wi th t hem.

5t h. Appointed Union meetings as foll ows: F or First District
to be held with Concor d Churc h, Jasp er County, Tu esday, W ednes­
day and Thursday, after first Sunday in Au gu st, 1911.

For Sec ond District to be held with H ebron Churc h] Clayt on
County, F'r iday and Satur day and Fifth Sunday in July, .181l.

6th. Ap point ed the next Session of this Body to he held wi th
B eer sh eba Churc h, at Lo cust Gr ove, H enry County, Ga ., on the
Souther n r ailroad, beginning Fr-iday before t he F'irst Sunday in
Se pte mber, 1911.

7th. Appointe d Elder S. G. Batliff to preach next introduc­
tory, with E lde r E . Ogl esby as alternate.

8th. Appointed E lder J. F , Taylor to write n ex t circ ular
letter .

9t h . Calle d f or circ ular let t er by Brtoher R. L. Barrow, which
was r ead and ado pted and on motion r equest ed Brothe George D ,
.Godar d t o publish same ii Comfor ter.

9t h. Call ed for and r ead and adopted cor r esponde nce letter
by Broth er R . L . Barron.

l ath. Ordered one t hous an d minutes print ed and distributed .

RESOLUTION OF THANKS.

nu, Resolved t hat this Body t ender our thanks to Mt. Nebo
Churc h and t he f r iends who have so kindl y minist ered to our com­
for t during our Session, praying t hat t he Lord ma y abundantly
:bless them,

12th. Read minutes and adjourned af ter singing and exte nd­
in g the hands, prayer wa s offered .

A: C. ELLIOTT, Moderator.
W . l\1. HAR'rLY, Cle rk.

ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE,

Septemb er 1st-Prea ching Thursday ni ght by Brother R. L .
Barron.

Se pte mber 2-Friday morning, prayer ser vice led by Brother
J . B. Bell.

Se ptembel' 2-Friday, 11 a. m., Introductory by Elder T. 1\1.
"Vhatly.

Septemb er 2-Friday, 3 P. m., Preaching by Elder J. C. Rhodes.
September 2, F'riday, 8 p . m., Preachinz by Brother W. ~L

Blackwell .
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• Septemb er 3-9 a. m., Prayer Service led by Broth er J. 1'.
Goodman.

Septemb er 3--.11 a. m., Preaching by Elder S. G. Batli ff,
Sept ember 3-3 p. m., Preaching by .E lder D. Henderson .
Septemb er 3-8 P. m., Preaching by Elder J . .l\I. F'. Bar ron.
Septemb er 4-9 a. m., Prayer Service led by Brother P erry

Hayes.
Septemb er 4-11 a. m., P r eaching by Elder S. J. Blackw ell.
Septemb er 4-3 p. m., Preaching by Elder A. C. Elliott.
Sept emb er 4-8 p. m., Preaching by Eld er J. P . 'I'ayl or.

REMARKS BY CLERK.

Th er e was a goodly number of the Sist ers and Friends in at­
t end an ce f rom th e chur ches which added gr eatly to the Session .
'I'h e Lord seemed to be with the ministry f rom the beginning an d
st ay ed with them throughout t he meeting and on Monday mornin g
we had a ' final prayer service at Brother and Sist er J. l? W aldens
where we r eceived a parting bl essin g.

MINISTERS ORDAINED.

J. A. vVrigh t, Zebulon, Ga.
J . I..J. Hay es, .l\Ia nsfield, Ga.
A. C. Elliott, .l\:IcDonough, Ga., R . 2.
Dan H enderson, Mc.Donough, Ga., R. 3.
S. G. Ratliff, Plovilla, Ga.
'1.' . .l\I. "T~l atly, Orchard Hill, Ga., R. F. '0 ,
J . 1\1. P. Barron, Milner, Ga., R. 2.
J. P . Ta ylor, Barnesville, Ga.
Elijah Oglesby, MeDonough, Ga.
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MINISTERS NOT ORDAIN~Ik .

',.. : ' \

,V. H. Taylor, J ackson, Ga. .. ';:.,. :) '.:. " '1

Ellis Daniel, Thomaston , Ga., R. P : :D . of ' ;'

Robert L. Barron, Zebulol1'," Ga:.,··-R. ,2.

CORRESPONQIN,G LETTER.

The 'I'owallga Association to ' her 'Sist er ' Associations, the Li ttle River, with
whom she ocrresponds and to all of 'like precious Faith, Greeting:
Through the Lo ve and me rcy of a allwis e and covenant ke eping God .

we are permitted to hol dthis, the Seventy-Second Annual of our Bod y in
peace and in the ·sweet ness ··of F ellowship in His Lov e. W e feel to have :
been greatly blessed by your visi ting us and preaching among us at this
Session of our body, and we feel to bl es s and praise His Hol y Name tha t,
:rDU have be en with us on this occasion. We have appointe d Brethren



whose names are in these minutes to meet with you, all of whom we rec­
ommend to your love and confidence.

We hvae appointed the next Session of our Body to meet with Beer­
aheba Church, Henry County, Ga., at Locust Grove, on the Southern Rail­
r.oad, beginning Friday before the first Sunday in September, 1911.

Brethren, continue to visit at our Associations, our Churches, our
Homes, and may the God of all Grace be with you and keep you in the way
8f aU Truth and Righteousness.

Yours In Gospel Bond,
R. L. BARRON.

CIRCULAR LETTER
"Who Then Can Be Saved."
(Mark, 10 Chap. 26th. V.)

These words were spoken to one another by the disciples in the presence
of the Master, just after He had declared that it was impossible for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. "For", said He. "It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God." And they, being astonished above measure-beyond any
degree of comparison-were saying among themselves-asking one another
-"Who then can be saved." Jesus understanding their questioning among
themselves, said unto them; "With men it is impossible, but with God all
things are possible." 'We understand, that it is with the rich, as it is with
the poor, it is all of grace, and not by giving of alms, or any works of right­
eousness. That as the Lord has said, UNo man cometh unto me except th~
Father w hich sent me draw Him." We are therefore brought to the con­
clusion that of a truth-as John expressed it-salvation isof the Lord. Not
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God who sheweth
mercy. We therefore believe that there is a GOD who works all things
after the council of His own blessed and holy will. He is the Lord and
beside him there is none else. He will do all His pleasure, having mercy
on whom He will have mercy, aand whom He will be hardeneth. For by
grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves it is the gift
of God; not of works least any man should boast. Where is boasting then?
It is excluded together with all the efforts of man to work himself into
God's kingdom by deeds of righteousness.

But we learn from the Scripture, that God's work standeth sure having
this seal, " T he Lo rd k no w eth t he m t hat are H is." For He knoweth his
sheep, and calleth them by name and leadeth them out. Therefore, His
sheep hear His voice and they follow Him. But a stranger will they not
follow, for they know not the voice of a stranger. He said, "I came not to
any save to the Iostsheep of the house of Isreael." Then again, "I came
not to do my own will, but the will of him that sent me; and this is my
Father's will that of all that he has given me I should lose nothing but
raise it up at the last day." God declares, "I have loved thee with an ever­
lasting love, and with loving kindness have I drawn thee." We now come
to the conclusion, that His love for His people is as old as Himself and that
the plan of salvation is of the same duration, and that before the world was
He made choice of a people in Christ Jesus, taht they-His people-might
be blameless before Him in love. Jesus said, "All 'that the Father has
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given me shall come to me and they that come to me, I will in no wise
cast out." And God who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, (by grace are ye saved) and hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together in heavenly places inChrist Jesus that in the ages to come he
might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kingdom toward us
through Jesus Christ.

So there is but one name given under heaven among men, whereby we
must be saved; and at the name of Jesus, every kneeshall bow, and every
tongue confess to the glory of God the Father. As many as received Him,
to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name; which were born, not of blood nor the will of the
flesh, but of God. That, that is born of flesh is flesh; and that that is born
of spirit is spirit. Therefore, He that believeth and isborn of God. shall
be saved.

Now, may God bless you all, and keep you against that day when He
shall return without sin unto salvation; When the bride, the lamb's wife,
shall meet him in the air and shall ascend with him into glory and in that
glory world, when all the families of God get home, tehre will be no sin, no
pain, no sorrow nor death: There we shall .need neither the light of th e
moon, nC?r the brightness of the sun, for the Lord, our God shall be the light
in the midst of that holy city, The New Jerussalem. And we shall sing­
All Hallelujah-Glory to God in the highest, worthy is the lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.

"Fear not little flock, for it is your Father's will to give you the
kingdom."

Submitted in brotherly love and affection,
ROBERT L. BARRON.

DECORUM.
1st. The churches composing the 'I'owaliga Association shall nto be

confined to any set rule as to the specified number of Messengers they shall
have in the body, but shall have in the right to name in their letters as many
as they may choose, and in addition all orderly male members of any of the
churches being present shall be entitled to seats in the body as Messengers
of their respective churches, with all the rights and privileges of the same.

2d. The Messengers thus assembled shall be denominated the Tow ­
aliga Primitive Baptist Association.

3d. For the purpose of historical information and statistical edification,
the churches are requested to state in letters, the total number of members
in fellowship, the number received by baptist, by letter, by confession of
faith. The number dismissed, excluded and dead since last session; also
the time of their meetnig, their pastoral supply, and the amount of money
contributed for rnlnlsters. and other purposes, together with any other infor­
mation they deem appropriate for the edification of the saints and the glory.
of God.

4th. This Association shall have no power to answer queries, giv e
advice, or distate to the churches in any case, or to lord it over God 's
heritage, nor any power by which she can directly or indirectly infringe
on the eternal grihts of the churches, or censure and try any church or



member in referen ce to fai th and practice , or de termine upon the validity
of gospel ordinances. Thes e t hings sha ll rest enti re ly wit h the churches ;
but henceforward our annual meeting shall be only for the purpose of hear­
ing from each other, and fro worship of God and the mu tual comfort and
edification of the saints. To t h is we r eserve t he privil ege annually the
fir st week in Septemb er, or at such other t ime as may be agreed upon
wit h an y chu rc h that may inv ite us, having due regard to pr iority of clai ms
and the good of t he ca use . To protect our own stand while in session fro m
heresy and dishonor; to recognize and in vite any visi ting Primitive Baptist
minister or lay brother. to worship wi th us, that we may de em proper; to
r equest the brethren of our own bod y to vis it other churche s or bodies in our
beh al f, wit h whom we may desi re to cultivate Christian fe llowship ; to pub ­
lish a minute of ou r proceedings.

5t h. Each session of the bod y sh all have a Mode rator and Clerk, who
shall be duly chose n a ccording to th e rules hereinafter prescrib ed , and who
sha ll hold office until a re -el ection.

6th. An y ord erly member of any chu rc h belonging to th is bod y whe n
convened, being pr ese nt sha ll be eli gibl e to el ection as Mode rator and Cler k,
or to sit on an y committee appointe d by the same.

7th. In all e lec ti ons or questions t ha t ma y be necessary to determine by
vote, the vote sha ll be taken by churc hes, each church being enti tl ed to
three votes for any numbe r of memb ers less than on e hundred , and one
additional vote for every fifty or fraction thereof above the first hundred;
but the Messengers of each churc h as a bod y may di vid e he r vote as they
see proper.

8th. All elections or questions com ing to a vote shall be de ter mined
by a majority of th e votes .cast, and it shall be the duty of the minority to
a cquies ce in the de cision thus reached.

9th. If new churc he s desi r e to be admitted in to thi s union, they shall
pe ti tion by le tter and Messengers, and if vouc he d for or recommended by
on e or mor e s ister churches, or the P resbytery constituting them, as or tho­
dox and orderly, t hey shall be re ceived by the voice of the body and mani­
fested by the Moderatof gi ving the Mes sengers the right hand of fellow­
ship.

10th. An y motion or re solution int ro du ced, clearly in consistent with
the above rules, sha ll be pr omptly ruled out of order unless withdrawn
by the mover.

11th. An y Messenger being rul ed ou t of order by the Moderator shall
have the right of appeal to vt he body on th e question of order, and if sus­
tained shall be allowed to proceed; but if no t , shall take his seat.

12th. Our meetings bein g he ld in the name of Chr ist, and the worship
of God , each Messenger is. expected to observe due an d proper or der the rein.

13th. It will not be cons idered good ord er for any Messenger whose
name has been enr olle d as suc h, to abruptly break off or ab sent himself
from the association wi thout leave.

14th. The Moderator shall be en titled to t he same privil eges of speech
as other memb ers, prov ide d the cha ir be fille d.

15th. The Minutes of the As sociation sha ll be read and approved by
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the body, and signed by the Moderator before adjourning.
16th. The Association shall be opened and closed by prayer.
17th. Amendments to these rules may be made at any time by a

majority of the union voting by churches when they deem it necessary,
provided such amendments do not compromise the sovereignty of the
churches, nor have a tendency to give this body undue power or jurisdic­
tion over them.

ART ICLES OF O UR FA ITH A N D SCR IPTURAL P ROOF.

Article 1. We believe in one on ly and true lIving God, and a Trinity
of persons in the Godhead: Father, Bon and Holy Ghost: Duet. 4:39, Isa.
45:16, Mark 12:32, John 1 1-14, Col. 1 15-17; Phil. 2:6-8, 1 John 5:7 John 17,
John 10:30.

Art. 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments
are the Word of God and the only rule of faith and practice. Proolf. 2 Tim.
3:16-17,1 Pet. 1:19-21, Rev. 22:18-19.

Art. 3. We believe in the doctrine of Eternal and Personal Election
of a definite number of human race, chosen by Christ before the founda­
tion of the world that they should be holy and without blame before Him
in love. Proof : Eph. 1:4-6, 2 Thess. 2:13, John 15:16, 1 Pet. 1-2, Ibid. 2:9.

Art. 4. We believe in a Covenant of Redemption, ordered in all things
and infallibly sure, ever existing between God the Father and God the
Son. Proof: Isa. 89: 2-4, Sam. 23: 5, Zach. 9: 11, Luke 1: 72, Heb. 13: 20, 1
Pet. 18:20, Rev. 5:9.

Art. 5. We believe in the fall of man and the communication of Adam's
corrupt nature to his posterity by ordinary generation, and their impotency
to recover themselves from the fallen state they are in by sin and wicked
works by their own free will and ability. Proof: Gen. 3: 6-24, Rom. 5: 12,
Ibid. 3 :19, Ps. 51: 5, Ibid. 58: 3, 1 Cor. 15: 22.

Art. 6. We believe that all chosen in Christ shall hear the voices of
the Son of God, and the effectually called, regenerated and born again, and
that all thus born again are justified in the Spirit of God alone by righteous­
ness of Jesus Christ imputed to them and received by faith. Proof: J ohn 1
27-29, 1 John 3-9, Eph. 1-4, 2 Tim. 1-9, John 6: 27.

Art. 7. We believe that all the saints of God thus called by the Holy
Spirit and justified, by the righteousness of Christ shall be preserved in
grace and none of them finally fall away so as to be lost. P roof : Jas. 2 :22,
Rom. 5:1, Ibid, 8:37-39, Col. 3:3, John 10, 28-29.

Art. 8. We believe in the doctrine of the resurrection both of the just
and unjust and a general judgment, and that the Iovs of the righteous
will be eternal, and the punishment of the wicked everlastin-g. Proof:
John 5: 28-29, Acts' 17: 31, 1 Cor. 15.21-23, Rev. 30: 12-15, Matt. .25: 45-46.

Art. 9. We believe that the Church of Christ is a local body of pro­
fessing and baptized believers who have gained Christian fellowship with
each other and have given themselves up to the Lord and to one another,
and have covenanted together to keep house for God agreeable to the rules
of t he gospel, and should therefore be kept organ ically separate and distinct
from and independent of the world and its institutions, and is the highest



and on ly ec clesfastica l au thority know n to the Word of God. Proof : Ma t t.
16 :1 8-19, E ph. 1:22, Ibid. 3:10, Ibid. 5 :24-27, Col. 1:8, Matt. 18:17, Epb.
2: 19-22, 1 Cor. 6: 4, Acts 15: 4, ohn 15: 18-19.

Art. 10. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Great H ead of the Church,
and her only lawgiver; that government is with the church itself and is the
pr iv ilege of each member; that the discipline cannot be legally extended
beyond her own Scriptural jurisdiction and is intended for the reclamation
or expulsion of those members who may be disorderly either in principle
or practice, and must be fai thfully kept up for God 's glory and the peace
and. unity of the church. Proof: Matt. 18: 19, Col. 1: 18, Acts 11: 26, Col.
1:24, Eph. 5:23.

Art. 11. W e believe that water baptism, the Lord's Supper and wash­
ing the saints' feet are ordinances of the Lord and are t o be administered
by the authority of the church until His se cond coming. Proof : Mark 1:14,
J ohn 3: 2-3, Acts 8: 38, Ibid. 9: 18·28, Matt. 26: 26·28, Mark 14 : 22: 24, Luke
22:19·20, Acts 2:42, John 13:1-17, 1 Tim. 5:10.

Art. a . We b-elieve that none but regularly ordained ministers have
t he right to administer these ordinances; that professed believers in
Chr ist who in the judgment of the church are true Christians are the onl y
proper subjects of baptism, and immersion is the only proper mode; that
none but regularly baptised and orderly churc h members have a right to
eommune at the Lord's table. Proof : Heb, 5 : 4, ohn 3: 27, Tim. 4: 14, Titus
1: 5, Acts' :~, Ibid. 13 :2-3.
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