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.Minutes

ORDER OF .'Bus INEss · ~
, . . " ' ~

Introductory Sermon.
Read lett ers .a nd 'r ecor d messengers' names.
Invite brethr en arid sisters to seats.
Appoint committees on divine service.
Appoint committ ees on finance.
Ca ll f or petitionary letters.
Appoin t place for holding next session.
Miscellaneous'. . , I

Adjourn.

, J • • •

•

The Brus hy Creek , Union of P rimitive Baptists convened
w it h Willacooch ee church assembled 'a t Ocilla, Ga. ,-- in -Buth va n
nual session Friday, Sept. 17th, 1920.

Introductory sermon preached by Elder W . B. Screws, of
Graymont, Ga.

After short intermission the body was . called to order by
Elder L. M. Ball, Moderafor.'" , ' . f" "

Read letter s and recorded messengers , names as follows ; ,
• Spring Hill-C. W. Deberry, C. A. J. Harper" M,. F. Mpb'ley.

", wiil'a cooch ee-G. T. Young, J. Y. Paulk, J. B. Berry, Elder
L. M: ' Ball. '

Turner Me eting House-A. S. Gibbs, Wm. Sulliva n , J : A.
McM illan .

Mt. Union-Denni s Vickers, Sr. , Yo ung Vickers.
Brushy Creek-L. R. Tucker, Ira Paulk, S. R. Sikes;

'Union- Needha m Harper, T. H. Paulk, Isaac Daniel.
Henderson Chapel-D. T. Paulk, M. Paulk, Elder J. A.

Sutton.
. Sturgeon Creek-'N. G. Dorminey , Wiley McMillan.

Hi ck ory Spring-s-Dempsey Whiddon, J. F . M. Shiver.
Emaus~J:D. " C. Smith, G. W. Griner.
Oak View-Elder A, L. Bishop, J. P. Willis.
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Pilgrim Home-Elder J. T. Tyson, J. H. Dean.
Elected L. M. Ball Moderator and J. A. Sutton Clerk.
Appointed committee on Divine Service: J. Y. Paulk, .G.

T. Young, L. R. Tucker, Needham Harper, and Dennis Vickers, Sr.
Committee on Finance: Ira Paulk, C. A. J. Harper.
Ordered 500 minutes printed.
Appointed next session of this body to be held at Ocilla,

Ga., at usual time.
RESOLVED, That the thanks of this body be tendered the

brethren and sisters and friends of 'Willacoochee church for their
abundant preparation and unbounded hospitality in caring for
this body during this session.

L. M. BALL, Moderator
J . A. SUTTON, Clerk.

ORDER OF PREACHING

Introductory, Elder W. B. Screws.
Friday night, Elder J. M. Thomas.
Saturday morning, Elder W. B .Screws.
Saturday night. Elder 1. P. Porter.
Sunday morning, Elder J. M. Thomas.
Sunday night, ElderT. E. ,Sikes." .

REPORT ON FINANCE

We have received from: ' " '" . . . " . •
The Churches .:. .:. $122.90
Public contribution ,30.00

e·

J

Paid to:
Visiting Ministers . ~ ~ .; ~ $ 99.78
Minutes --' ,-__"__ ~ _" __' ~ _": ...: ..: ~ __" . ~ _____35.00

r Clerk c. : .: .,__"..: ..:: _ ~.~ ' lK',7

TOTAL

TOTAL · " --

$153.35

$153.35
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CONSTITUTION

'The following preamble, resolution and articles of Consti
tution were adopted by the Brushy Creek Union 'of Primitive
Baptists at its organization in 1891:

,W HE RE AS, The several churches of the Primitive .Ba pt ist 's
faith and order, towit: Brushy ,Creek, Turner's ,Meet ing House"
Little River" Sturgeon , Creek.iand Hopewell, of Irwin County,
Georgia, and Emaus and Oak Grove, of Berrien County, Geor-.
gia, being now, as they have been for a number of .year s, entire
ly disconnected with associational organizations, and,

, W HE RE AS, Certain Primitive Baptists in other localities.
whose orthodoxy in doctrine; faith and practice, is satisfactory
and whose churches occupy, full ' standing ' associationally, -hav- '
ing recently, ,in a most friendly and ' Chr.ist ia n-like ' manner, '
shown their confidence in membership of said churches, mani
festing "on divers occasions their , love and fellowship for same
without restraint; and, ,

' W H E RE AS; Such treatment; coming from ' the 'ha nds of as
sociational brethren-especially since many of these organiza- :
tions have seen proper to -draw the " line of ' demarkation so
sha r ply- ha vi ng aroused in ' the minds ' of the membership of '
said churches the tenderest feelings of Christian love and fel
lowship in return, and in order to be prepared to do even jus
tice to any and all bodie~' of PrimitiVe Baptists o"rthodox in doc
trine, faith ,a nd practice, connected 'or disconnected with asso
cia t iona l -orga niza t ions, who will suffer them to ' do 'so, it ha s '
become the de sire of'<said churches to inaugurate a plan by "
which they may, as a body solicit correspondence, receive ' and
welcome such brethren to their assemblies for worship, ' an d

.thr ough which they may the better 'lxchangethe many . Chris
W!:ia n' courtesies ' due from CIne to another, so ofteri ' the 'sour ce of

immeasurable comfort and consolation to believers in Christ;
therefore be it,

RESOLVED, By the chosen messengers and members pres
ent of the several churches 'na med in the foregoing preamble',
this day assembled with Brushy Creek Church,' Irwin County,
Georgia, that the same be organized and 'that the same will here
after be known as the Brushy Creek Union of PriI~itive Baptists;
and that the said organization is based only and solely upon the '
following articles of the Constitution, ' to -wit r

ARTI CLE 1. The Brushy Creek Union of Primitive Bap- '
tists as above organized, shall hold annual session with one : or ,
the other of the churc hes of the Un ion a general annual Union
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Meeting, the present meetingconst.ituting the first meeting under
the Constitution.

ARTI,CL;E 2. Said meeting ,shall pecompPl?ed i of the ,regu
larly , ~~qsen messengers ~-f ' ~4e . churches composing ' ~he , 'UnJop
together with the members in good standing who may , be .in
attendance. ' " ' . '

'ARTICLE ' 3. Each meeting shall be ' organiz~d tiy the 'elec
tion"ot' a "m ode r a t or . "wh~se duty it 'shall be to preside ov~r t4~ ;
body ; 'd u;ri~~: its deliberations, 'fix pla il) , and "p~t .- ' questions" wel- .
come and receive visitors and' perform such duties as his high
office i may require; and also a' clerk, ~~ose..' 4'~tY it,',s4a11 be" to '
keep a record in a suitable' book for that purpose~ a correct
minute 'of all business transacted therein, prepare and ' Bave 'i ame
published in pamphlet -f'or m , ' a nd ' superintend the 'dist r ibu t ion eff
the sameamong' ttheseveral churches of the Union;"au'd such ' oth~r '
things' "as the '; i1attl~'e ' o'f 'his :'office "r equ ir es and may be' necessary '. '

' ''ARTICLE /' 4~ " No business shall 'ever be ' l transacted or 'ever
be 'ent er t a in ed; by the body iii 'such meetings that eith'er direc'tl'y'
or indirectly interferes with the internal rights .' of each chu~ch' 't o'
self-government, .Jeaving vt ha t : power :to :'beex~lusively"arid " ab
solutely exercised "by .t hose bodies : 'alonev va ccor ding to',"precept
and example .la id down in that'' unerring' .f unda menta l Constitu- '
tion of the Church of Christ, ' the Holy Bible.

. : .' .j , ' \ l ' ", ,, ) 1. \ 0,

. I t
·:"" 1),

' .I " ", . ; • • •pE~l.A~ATION; ,OF : DOCTRINE · " \ , '

· , The : 'D ecla ra t ion ' of" 'Doct r in e as understood ;' t~ught' and oe- "
lieved by .this Union; was 'introduced by Elder "W: "H . Harai~',
Elder"James rflibbs;' ,presiding, which after" some discussion; ' ,,;a8 ' .
unanimously-adopted und 'or der ed to be spread upon the ',miimi't~s' "
of-the Union; ' fo-wit : ' " , I ' · ,

.: WHEREAS, M~ny" have made ' ,imiuir y' ' co ric'e~n i'ng' the " d o ~ : " .
trine ' as' held forth by the Brushy Creek 'Union of Primitive ' Baji- '
tists;:'some :having 'charged 'us'- "\rith 'fat"alism, and still others wi th
Arminianism, etc.- '

, . ,T~EEEFQRE , .I n order that a, 'bet t er understanding' <rnay' be
had (of, what we believe on these ,points, ' we set forth the "f ollow -:
ing statemenr -in connection therewith: : ' " ,, ' •

. .-F ir st:: ',' That the predestination »of God brings iri ' H is chil- : '
dren , a ', conformity to the -image of' His ': Soh; and 'results ' in the>:
eternal , 'ha ppiness and the honor 'a nd- gldryof His-eternal n'ai'he: '
That sin is transgression of the law,' and is brought forth by- the'
unrestrained volition of men ' and devils,' and ' they are both .'ac
countable and responsible . beings to God for their disobedience;
and ",thus ~ork out their own destination.
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Second: We believe that eternal life is the gift of God,
and that slavation is by grace and grace alone .through faith, and
that we ought not to affiliate with any other iiJ.stit~tion or organ
ization of men gotten up or in any way used to do or help t o do
the work of Christ. All such institutions manifest a zeal with
out knowledge, and is, therefore, derogatory to the honor and
glory of God and dangerous to the peace, happiness, and solid
uni'ty of the church. -Y e are all one in Christ.

ARTICLES OF ' FAITH

1. We believe in one true and living God, and that there
are three persons in the 'Godhead- F ather , Son and Holy Ghost.
Duet. vi 4; Sam. vii 22; John i 1.

2. We believe that the scripture of the Old and New Testa
ment is the Word of God, and the only rule of faith and prac
tice. II Tim. ii 16, 17; Rev. ii 10.

3. We believe in the _doctrine of eternal and , particular '
. election. Rom. ix 11, 16; Eph. i 4, 5, 9-11; I Thes. 1 13.

4. We believe in the ' doctri~e. of -or igina l sin. Rom. v 5;
:-12, 19 ; Ps. v, 5; Jer. xvii l S,

5. We believe in man's impotency to recover himself from
the fallen state he is in by nature, by his own free will and

"a bilit y. St . John vi 34; Rom. vii 24; Eph. ii 1.
6. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of God

only by the imputed. righteousness of Jesus .Christ. Rom. iv 5, 2;
Phil. iii 3 .

We believe that God's elect shall be called, regenerated and
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Rom. viii 30; Eph, i 8.

8. We ' believe that the saints will never finally fall away: '
St . John x 28, 29; II Tim. i 12. .

9. We believe that Baptism, the Lord's Supper and 'washing
th.saint's feet are the ordinances of Jesus Christ, and true b'e-·.
lievers are the only subjects of these ' ordinances. We al.so :.be
lieve that the true mode of baptism is by immersion. Matt. xxiii ,
19, 20; Acts ii 38, 42; Cor. v 10, 100', 16. '

10. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and a gen
eral judgment. . Job xiv 13~15; I Cor. xv i4-17.

11. We believe that the punishment of the wicked will be
everlasting; ·and that the joys of the righteous will be eternal.
Matt. xxv 31-46; Rom . ii 5.

12 . We ' b~lie\;e that no ininister has a r ight t o administer '
the ' above ri~med ordinances only such as are regularly called.and
come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. I .Tim. ix
14; II Cor. "vii 19, .20; Acts vi 6.
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