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BROKEN TIES.
BY J. MONTGOMERY.

THE broken ties of happier days,
How often do they seem

To come before our mental gaze
Like a remembered dreawm ;

Around us each dissevered chain
In speaking rain lies,

And earthly hands can ne’er again
Unite those broken ties.

The parents of our youthful home,

 The kindred that we loved,

Far from our arms perchance may roam
To desert seas removed.

Or we have watched their parting breath,
‘And closed their weary eyes;

And sighed to think how sadly death
Can break all human ties. '

The friends, the loved ones of our youth,
They tco are gone or changed ;

Or worse than all, their love and trath
Are darkened or estranged.

They meet us in the glittering throng,
With cold, averted eyes;

And wonder that we weep their wrong,
And mourn our broken ties.

-0, who in such a world as this,
Could bear their lot of pain,

Did not one radiant hope of bliss
Unclouded yet remain ?

That bope the sovereign Lord has given,
Who reigns above the skies ;

Hope that unites our souls to heaven,
By faith’s endearing ties.

Each care, each ill of mortal birth,
Is sent in pitying love

To lif the lingering heart from earth
And speed its flight abeve.

And every pang that wrings the breast,
And every joy that dies,

Tells us to seek a purer rest,
And trust in holier ties.

THE SABBATH,

« REMEMBER the Sabbath day, to keep ic-
‘oly.”—Exzodus xx. 8.

Gop thus commanded Jacob’s seed,

‘When from Egyptian bondage freed,
He led them by the way :

Remember, with a mighty hand

I brought thee forth from Pharaoh’s land ;
Then keep wy Sabbath Day.

In six days God made heaven and earth;

-Gave all the various creatures birth,
And from his working ceas’d ;

These days to labor he applied ;

‘The seventh he bless’d and sanctified,
And call’d the day of rest.

‘To all God’s people now remains
A Sabbatism, a rest from pains,
And works of slavish kind :
Wken tired with toil, and faint through fear,
TPhe child of God can enter here,
And sweet refreshment find.

To this, by faith, be oft retreats ;
Bondage and labor geite forgets,
And bids his eares adien;

Slides softly into pfomised rest,
Reclines his head on Jesus’ bieast,
And proves the Sabbath true.

This, and this only, is the way

To rightly keep the Sabbath Day,
Which God has holy made.

All keepers that come short of this,

"The substance of the Sabbath miss,
jAnd grasp an empty shade.

1to be observed as such by the chil-

1 own views of the subject, withoutany

THE SABBATH.

IN compliance with a request, I for-
ward for publication in the SIGNS OF
THE TIMES some remarks concerning
the subject of the sabbath so much
talked about, and show why it was
given, to what nation, and bow long
it was binding upon them, what was
typified thereby, and when it, as a
day literally, was taken away, never

dren of God, any more than any other
one of the seven days embraced in
one of our literal weeks; and as the
foundation of such remarks as I may
be enabled to make thereon, use the
following declarations: “Then said
he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
He taketh away the first, that he may
establish the second.”—Hebrews x. 9.
« For he saith, I have heard thee in
a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation bave I succored thee: be-
hold, now is the accepted time; be-
Lold, now is the day of salvation.”—
2 Cor. vi. 2.

Not long since, through the kind-
ness of a dear brother, I was favored
with the privilege of reading an arti-
cle, published “ over the water,” as a
defense of#the custom or binding
principle that God’s children are
bound to keep the first day of the
week as ¢ holy time,” or the sabbath.
The article was carefully read, and I
have seldom, if ever, seen more ¢on-
fusion in an article of the same length
than in that; for the writer so mixed
legal precepts, the Jewish ritual and
gospel injunctions, that so far as his
statements were concerned, there was
a gross perversion of each, and a
genunine “Ashdod ” language. If the
writer of said article expressed his

mental reservation, he discovered
himself to be in lamentable ignorance
of the difference between the law and
the gospel ; for not a single text was
adduced from the apostles of the
Lamb, the judges upon their thrones,
to sustain him, and the whole of his
argument was badly illustrated and
essentially deficient.

If we turn to the book of Genesis
we read the following, ¢ Thas the
heavens and the earth were finished,
[kalah, completed, nothing to be add-
ed thereto, but developed,] and all
the host'of them. And on the sev-
enth |shebii, from shibah, seven, the
Hebrew number for perfection] day
God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested [shabath, to
cease, but not to rest like a weary
man, but cease, or stop] on the sev-
enth day from all his work which he

had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: be-

cause that in it -he had rested from

all his work which ‘od created and
made.” However wuch men may
cavil about the matter, there has been

no addition to that creation since,

but many strange things have been
developed, many changes have taken
place, since the Almighty ended his
work of creation and formation ; and
the eruptions of the fearful volcano,
the terrible earthquake, the resistless
whirlwind, and the destructive cur-
rent of water, one or all combined,
has not added to that creation, neither
annihilated one solitary grain of
sand, drop of water, nor anything
else. When our learned and wise
geologists tell us of the great age of
the earth, and how long certain ma-
terial substances have been ¢ grow-
ing,” admitting the position that they
have been growing so long does not
in the least invalidate that truth of
Seripture ; for the growing of those
substances does not create (call into
existence) anything, neither could
they grow were there not matter, for
them to feed upon or absorb by af-
finity. Whether the six days men-
tioned in Genesis be six of our literal
days, six thousands of our years, or
six millions of our years, matters not;
for there is the division into six, then
the seventh, showing the perfection
of creation. I have been thus par-
tienlar and somewhat lengthy, be-
cause, ambushed or hidden, there are
infidel and atheistical sentiments
where I never expected they would
find a lodgment. Alas! fallen, de-
praved nature! where will you not
lead us, if we are not restrained by
grace ?

In the twentieth chapter of Exodus
are recorded what are denominated
the ten commandments, and concern-
ing the sabbath it reads, Six days
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work :
but the seventh day is the sabbath of
the Lord thy Goed: in it thou shalt

not do any work, thou, ner thy som,

nor thy daughter, thy man-servant,
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle,

nor thy stranger that is within thy.

gates.” And in the thirty-first chap-
ter of the same book we are told ex-
actly why it was given and what it
signified, for it is thus speken of,
« Speak thou also unto the children
of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths
ye shall keep : foritisasign between
me and you throughout your genera-
tions; that ye may know that I am
the Lord that doth sanctify you.”
And in the seventeenth verse of the
same chapter it is spoken of again as
a sign. The name ¢ sabbath” is re-
corded one hundred and three times
in the Old Testament from the same
original word; and it was given to and

~

binding upon no other nation but the
Jews, and they occupied only a small
space of territory. It should be dis-
tinetly noticed that our God said it
was a sign, therefore pointed to an
enduring principle or substance, as
shall be shown from apostolic au-
thority before leaving the subject.
The name ¢ sabbath” is not a trans-
lated word, but merely anglicized ;
for had it been translated, the name
could not have been retained in an
intelligent manner, for the simple
English is “rest.” They who con-
tend that the first day of the week
should be kept  as holy time,” have

not as yet referred to the book, chap-

ter and verse where the apostles have
given .the authority to transfer the
name ¢ sabbath” from the seventh
day of the week to the first; neither
have they informed us how to keep it
in the different portions of the globe,
that is, in the different latitudes and
longitades. For instance, when it
begins with uvs, it-ends on the oppo-
site side of the globe, or those who
are antipodes to us; por have they
informed us, in a latitude where there
are two months day, how we shall
proceed. The fact is, they have no
more scriptaral authority to call the
first day of the week sabbath than
they have to use the blasphemous
titles ¢« Rev.,” “D. D.,” or the papal
distinetions, clergy and laity. Pious
souls ! they do not want the steam-
boats nor the cars to run on their
sabbath; but they can have their
servants harness up a fine “ team ” of
horses, and ride out to their so-called
church, and the poor laborer or me-
chanic, who has toiled the six days
in which they have been idle, must
either walk out or remain at home.
Also, they can have a man pull away
at a bell-rope, and thereby make a
loud noise; they make more noise
upon that day of the week than the
same number of any other class of
citizens. Their teachers, who occupy
the ¢ front ranks,” receive from one
to two hundred dollars for work that
day ; and the writer of this has never
known one of these sabbatarians to
deduct any of his interest money for
that day, but exact always every
cent. But he has been answered,
« It is legal,” which is freely admit-
ted; buat if the sabbath is so holy,
how easy one seventh of the interest
could be deducted ; and many sabba-
tarians own largely in railroads,
steamboats, turnpikes, bridges, &c.
But do they not exact their pay on
their sabbath? Certainly they do.
If sach conduet is not ¢ straining at
a gnat and swallowing a camel,”
where shall we look for it in modern

| {imes ?
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Having noticed some of the glaring
inconsistencies of that class of char-
acters who talk so much about a

‘“holy sabbath” under the gospel

dispensation, we will now bring their
theory to the searching test of Jesus
Christ and his apostles, as recorded
in the New Testament, and see if
their carnal theorizing is sustained
therein. An inspired judge in Israel
says, ¢ The heir, as long as heis a
child, differeth nothing from a serv-
ant, though he be lord of all; but is
under tutors and governors until the
time appointed of the father. Even
S0 we, when we were children, were
in bondage under the elements of the
world : but when the fullness of the

. time was come, God sent forth his

Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive
the adoption  of sons.” After the

baptism of Jesus his teaching com-

menced, and concerning the law and
the prophets he said, “Think not
that I am eome to destroy the law, or
the prophets: I am not come to de-
stroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot-or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”
The Pharisees, whom Jesus so many
times called hypocrites, soon began
to find fault and accase him and his
disciples of being sabbath breakers,
and in the twelfth chapter of Matthew
is recorded one of the terrible rebukes
that God- incarnate gave them; and
he also says, ¢ For the Son of man is
Lord even of the sabbath day.” In
the twenty-third chapter of Matthew

“those Scribes and Pharisees are de-

nounced by Jesus, seven times as
hypocrites and once as serpents and
a generation of vipers. Also, he said,
“ How can ye escape the damnation
of hell? ¢ Behold; your house is
left unto you desolate” We have
only to read carefully what has been
recorded by Matthew, Luke, Mark
and John, to see how many times
those hypocrites attempted to entan-
gle Christ and his disciples concern-
ing the law, especially the sabbath
day; bat the carnal Jews, Scribes,
Pharisees, Sadducees, doctors and
lawyers were always rebuked and
confounded. After the dear Savior
had fulfilled his mission as a minister
of the circumeision, the moment came
when the sacrifice should be offered,
and while nailed to the cross he ex-
claimed, “It is finished; and he
bowed his head, and gave up the
ghost.” The sun of that legal dis-
pensation then set to rise no more;

the requirements of the law had been |

met and fuolfilled in every jot and
tittle, the perfect sacrifice offered,
and the Jewish ritual abolished.
Now, as we inquire concerning this
finished work, and the taking away
of the first covenant and the estab.
lishing of the second, whose authority
shall we take? Shall we abide by
the decision of the inspired judges
on their thrones, or shall we heed the
doctrines of modern councils and un-
inspired men? The writer of this
feels that the testimony recorded in
the Acts, the twenty-one epistles, and

the revelation made to and recorded

by John, is of more value than the
views of all the unisspired men who
have lived on the earth since those
judges were called away from the
.scenes of time. Now, as God may
enable us, we will proceed to see what
they say about that Jewish sabbath
and the “gospel day” and tlie *‘chris-
tian’s rest.” - There is at times much
stress laid on the words, “ I was in
the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” The
writer is so stupidly dull that he has
never been satisfied that the expres-
sion means the first day of our literal
week, named by Constantine, a heath-
en emperor, Sunday, or some other
day of the literal week, but sometimes
hopes he has known what it is in his
experience to be in the Spirit; and
when thus blessed, it is always the
Lord’sday. Admitting what the wis-
dom of this world attempts to sustain,
(not prove by apostolic authority,)
that it is the first day of the week, to
whom do the other six days belong ?
Do they belong to man? The first
day of the week would end on theisle
of Patmos hours before it does here;
and, as has been stated already in
this article, the learned and wise
teachers of our day have not told us
how to proceed in the matter. The
“poor, ignorant creature” writing
this is so stupid that he thinks there
is a certain declaration in the Old
Testament that defines, explains and
limits the “christian day of rest or
boly sabbath,” for it reads thas, “Thy
people shail be willing in the day of
thy power.” Algso, this is the accept-
ed time and the day (not days) of
salvation. The gospel dispensation
is called a day; and when the chil-
dren of our God are in the Spirit, it
is holy time, but not simply ten or
twelve hours, one day in seven. The
attempt to introduce carnal ordi-
nances into the gospel church began
at an early day, for ¢ certain men
which came down from Judea taught
the brethren, and said, Except ye be
circumeised after the manner of Mo-
ses, y& cannot be saved.” And if we
carefully read the entire fifteenth
chapter of Acts we shall see the re-
sult. Some of the same carnal leaven
is working in the church still. In the
third chapter of Galatians the apostle
rebukes his brethren sharply, and he
begins that chapter by using the
severe words, “ O foolish Galatiaus,

should not obey the trath, before
whose eyes Jesus Christ hath Deen
evidently set forth, crucified among
you? In the next chapter he says,
¢ But now, after that ye have known
God, or rather are known of God,
how turn ye again to the weak and
beggarly elements, whereunto ye de-
sire again to be in bondage? Ye
observe days, and months, and times,
and years. Iam afraid of you, lest
I have bestowed upon you labor in
vain. Brethren, I beseech you, be
as L am; for I am as ye are: ye have
not injured me at all.” Inthesecond
chapter of Colossians the inspired
Judge declares that those ordinances
were not only blotted cut, but nailed
to his cross; and says to his dear
brethren, “Let no man therefore

judge you in meat, or in drink, or in

who hath bewitched you, that ye

respect of an holy day, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath (days):
which are a shadow of things to
come; bat the body (is) of Christ.”
But before he concludes he gives a
positive command, saying, “ Touch
not; taste not; handle not; which
all are to perish with the nsing ; after
the commandments and doctrines of
men. Which things have indeed a
shew of wisdom in will worship, and
humility, and neglecting of the body;
rot in any honor to the satisfying of

the flesh.” Now, shall we receive:

and believe the interpretation of this
inspired apostle concerning the sab-
bath, or heed the carnal theory of
them who assume to be wise above
what is written? The apostle says
those things were a shadow, and God
said to the Jews it (the sabbath) was
a sign; therefore neither was the
substance (Christ), but pointed down
through the vista of time to the gos-
pel day, when the children of God
should have peace in believing and
joy in the Holy Ghost, and Christ,
the Substance, would be that unto
his dear people. Paul says, ¢ There
remaineth therefore a rest to [not
for] the people of God;” and that
rest in Christ is not one day in seven,
but it has been that glorious day of
rest to the church for more than
eighteen hundred of our literal years.

- Lest an improper and unjust charge
should be made against them who do
emphatically deny the authority of
any man, men, or councils of men, to
transfer the Jewish sabbath over to
the first day of the week, it is proper
and right to state that God’s dear
children in all countries have been a
law-abiding people, so long as they
have been permitted to worship God
openly according to the teaching of
the Spirit; and in the United States
of America the first day of the week

‘has been set apart as a day to ab-

stain as far as possible from secular
labor. I know of no class more will-
ing to obey the law, as far as they
can, than ¢ Bible Baptists ” are ; but
to regard it as a “holy sabbath,” they
do not, because they know that there
is no apostolic authority for it. The
writer remembers with deep sorrow
a beautiful Sunday morning in the
year 1861; but soon after the glori-
ous ‘“orb of day” had mounted his
“ fiery chariot” in the heaven and
dispelled the darkness of night, the
earth was made to tremble, and the
‘“booming of cannon and the rattling
of musketry” told the dreadful tale of
death and destruction which were
goingon at and near ¢ Bull Ran,” in
the state of Virginia; and the so-
called chaplains in both armies had
been praying (?) for victory. Where
was the holy sabbath then ? O where?
Thbe piety of Great Britain, where
there is so much ¢ holy unction,” and
such profound knowledge of spiritaal
things, does not prevent her soldiers
from fighting on their “holy sab-
bath.” Is it any more of a crime to
lie, to steal, to slander, to murder, on
the first day of the week than on any
other day? Certainly not; neither
does the law know any distinction.
The eternal Jehovah sends the terri-
ble tormado, the destructive earth-

quake, the fearful voleano, and de-
stroys life and property upon that
day of the week as much as on any
other day. Do not-we poor mortals
die upon that day? Are wenot born
in this world upon that day? De
not all things in natare move on the
same as on any other day of the
week ?

When the dear Redeemer distinctly
named the terrible vices and crimes
which defile a man, and whence they
come, does he say anything about
sabbath breaking? No; but he says,
“ Those things which proceed out of

the mouth come forth from the heart;
For out of .

and they defile the man.
the heart proceed-evil thoughts, mur-
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies : these are
the things which defile 2 man.” It
should be distinetly noticed that those
terrible things are in the heart before
they are made manifest. After the
crucifixion, resurrection and ascen-
sion of the dear Redeemer, his in-
spired judges gave all laws which
should be binding upon his disciples
throughout the gospel dispensation H
and neither of them has authorized
any mortal man or men, in the pleni-
tude of his or their wisdom, to trans-
fer the Jewish sabbath over to the
first day of the week and call that
day sabbath. In the third chapter of
Romans an inspired judge names
eight vices and crimes, and in the
fifth chapter of Galatians he §pecifies
seventeen startling vices and erimes ;
yet in neither epistle to which refer-
ence has been made does he mention
one word about sabbath breaking,
and why ? Because it had been blot-
ted out—nailed to his (Christ’s) cross.

Now, if God enables us, we will
show what it is to break or trans-
gress in a spiritaal or gospel sense
that sabbath which the church has
entered upon and into, and has con-

tinued more than eighteen hundred -

of our literal years. In the Old Test.
ament we have recorded the follow-
ing, ¢ Enter not into the path of the
wicked, and go not in the way of evil
men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn
from it, and passaway, * * 2 =«
But the path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.” During

that long, dark, cloudy day of the v
legal dispensation, the path of the .

Just was shining, and the prophets
were enabled to predict with uneri'ing
certainty the coming of the Just One,
and what should be accomplis}ied;
and Malachi (messenger of Jehovah,
or my messenger) said, “ Unto you
that fear my name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in
his wings; and ye shall go forth,
[from, that dark and clondy day of
legality,] and grow up as calves of
the stall.” When that glorious Sun
arose, the dark night of Judaism
passed away, those old Jewish heay-
ens were rolled tog®ther as a seroll,
no more to mantle the church, When
the glorious orb of day mounts his
“fiery chariot” in the east, and rises
in full-orbed splendor, the stars dis-
appear, being swallowed up in the
blazing rays of the sun; so when tle

San of righteousness arose, the carnal
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rites and ordinances given to the
Jews were forever removed from the
church. Christ sald to the woman,
‘“ But the hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshipers shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and in trath:

for the Father seeketh such [and he|

will surely find them, and not be mis-
taken] ‘to worship him. Ged is a
Spirit: and they that worship him
[not them] must worship him in spirit
and in truth.” But because this is
the perfect day of the Mediator’s
reign and power, as Head over all to
the church, it has not changed the
vile passions of natural men, any
more than the shining of the natural
sun in the literal heaven upon the sea
and land changes the nature of the
monsters of the deep or the poison
serpents and ferocious animals on the
land ; but vile man, in this perfect
gospel day, remains the same wicked
creature in nature and deeds, only as

our God restrains him. Some dear|

ones, whom I think I love, think that
the perfect day has reference to the
entrance of the children of God into
immortal glory; but I am not aware
of any place or portion of Scripture
where the term ‘“day” applies to
eternity ; but perhaps some reader of
this will say the poet sings,
A1l o’er these wide-extended plains
Shines one eternal day.”

Poets have penned many beautiful
expressions, so far as language is
concerned,
euphonious ; but when tested by the
word of our God they seem to be
somewhat ¢ overdrawn,” and are not

supported by divire aunthority. In’

this accepted time, this day of salva-
tion, when the first covenant has been
removed and the second established,
this day of Mediator’s power, this
perfect day, true worshipers are not
to kindle a fire, that they may com-
pass themselves about with sparks,
in order to walk in the light of such
fire and the sparks they have kin-
dled ; for if they do they certainly
will lie down in sorrow, because God
has said it shall be thus. Therefore
to-day true worshipers are not to
offer an heifer, a goat, a lamb, a tur-
tle-dove, a young pigeon, nor intro-
duce a seventh day sabbath; for if
any such things are done, they be-
come sabbath breakers in the abso-
late sense of the word. The ninth
chapter of Hebrews contains the di-
vine exposition of the matter; and
in the book of Revelation the same
curse is pronounced upon him who
addeth to, as upon him who taketh
away. As has been already stated
in this article, no man living to-day
can point to the chapter and verse in
one of the epistles authorizing us to
call the first day of the literal week
sabbath, or that the Lord Jehovah
has told us under the gospel dispen-
sation one day is more holy than an-
other. '

Now, dear brethren and sisters, let
us be eareful in our outward worship
how we undertake to improve upon
,the preeepts, examples and injone-

-tions left on record for the rule of the
church in and under this perfect day
of gospel rest; for whenever and
wherever we bring in any of that

and they sound very

Jewish ritual, we become sabbath
breakers, for the apostle says, “There
remaineth |thanks be to our God, it
remains to-day even] therefore a rest
to [not for| the people of God. For
he that is entered into his rest, he
also hath ceased from his own works
as God did from his.” Theapostleis
not dwelling upon the glorified state
of believers in heaven, but is talking
to the church here in her time state.
I have complied with the request, but
have not elaborated the subject in all
its various branches, but have shown
from apostolic authority that the true
church has nothing to do with the
seventh day sabbath, any more than
she has to do with offering literal
sacrifices; and there I leave the
matter,
WILLIAM J. PURINGTON.
HopEWELL, N. J., Dec. 8, 1883, °

D>

$c10, Linn Co., Oregon, Dec. 6, 1883.

ELDpER GILBERT BEEBE'S SONS—
DEAR BRETHREN :(—About a month
ago I saw an inquiry in the Gospel
Standard, over the signature of ¢ R.
H. B.,” requesting the editor to give
his views more fully concerning the
duration of the sabbath, and the ob-
ligation that all mankind are under
to observe it as a holy day through-
out subsequent time, in which both
the inquiry and the answer our dear
brother, Elder 8. H. Durand, was
traduced. I took up my feeble pen
and wrote a reply to the editor of the
Gospel - Standard. After writing, 1
read it to several of the brethren here,
and they requested me to send a copy
of it to the SieNs oF THE TIMES for
publication. This I am not able to
do, as I have already sent the original
manuseript to the editor of the Gospel
Standard; but 1 will write in sub-
stance what I wrote to him, and if
you see cause.to publish it, all right;
aund if not, all right, so far as I am
coneerned.

To the Hditor of the Gospel Stand-
ard—Dear Friend :—1 have been a
subscriber and a careful reader of the
Gospel Standard for the last twenty-
eight years, and have in that time
received much comfort in perusing
its pages, especially in relation to the
christian experience. I have just re-
ceived the October number of the
Gospel Standard, in which 1 see, over
the signature of  R. H. B.,” arequest
for.you to give your views more fally
than heretofore on the subject of the
sabbath, to whom it was given, and
“ write a treatise to show from Scrip-
ture that the sabbath or Lord’s day
did not cease to be with the Jewish
dispensation, as the Old Scheol Bap-
tists say it did,” &e. Now, I must
say that I differ essentially from both
the inquiry and the answer, but I am
not 80 vain as to sappose that I can

-convinee you that you are in an error

on this important subject, for I well
know how tenaciously people will
cling to the prejudice of edncation; bat
1 thought that I would merely give
you, upon Scripture premises, the
reasons of my differing from you.

You, in your reply, start out thus,
“ Both queries belong to ome great
subjeet, the divine appointment of

the sabbath; therefore we have placed | ever doeth any work thereip, that)

them together, and shall endeavor to
give a concise reply to both under
two heads: 1. Relating to the uni-
versal institution of the sabbath. 2.
Relating to the obligations men are
under in the manner of keeping it.
1. The universal institution of the
sabbath. - It is an ordinance of God,
binding upon all men and in all ages
of time. To prove this from Serip-

ture, we need not- enter systematic-

ally into the controversy whether the
sabbath was ordained for the whole
world or for the Israelites only,” &e.
In the first place I will say, it would
be impossible for me to follow you in
all your meanderings, for you have
wandered round and round in the
dark, and have fallen at every step,
and have proved nothing. I will
merely take you up upon the premises
you have laid down. First, relating
to the universal institution of the
sabbath. Now, I will endeavor to
prove upon Scripture testimony that
the institution of the sabbath as de-
livered from Sinai was universal to
one nation of people only ; that is, it
was universal so far as every indi-
vidual person, whether male or fe-
male, belonging to the family of Is-
rael was concerned, and no farther.
But you further say, ¢ Suffice it to
say that we shall ground our argu-
ment on the Secripture fact that the
Holy Spirit makes no distinction
between Jew and Gentile in the obli-
gations imposed upon all men to do
and live, transgress and die. We are
conscious that it is believed by many
that the law was given to the Israel-
ites only, and that the Gentiles were
never under it.” I ask you, sir, when
did .all men come under the law?
Not surely at the giving of the Sinai
law covenant, of which the law con-
cerning the sabbath was a part. We
know that the whole world of man-
kipd came under the law and under
its curse in the Adamie transgression.
Did not condemnation and death
reign over all nations of the earth, as
supremely from Adam to Moses as
from DMoses to the present time?
Paul says, “ Wherefore then serveth
the law ? 1t was added because of
transgressions.”—Gal. iii. 19. But
that the Gentiles were ever under the
Sinai covenant, I deny. The law
covenant was made with Israel after
the flesh, a typical people, and with
no other people. The new covenant,
pertaining to the gospel, was made
in the ancients of eternity with Christ,
for or in behalf of his spiritual Israel,
an antitypical people, and with no
other people. Now, for the proof
that the law concerning the observa-
tion of the seventh day sabbath being
given exclusively to the fleshly Is-
raelites, we refer to the following
Secripture testimony : ¢“And the Lord
spake unto Moses, saying, Speak
thou also unto the children of Israel,
saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall
keep : for it is a sign between me and
you throughout your generations ; that
ye may know that I am the Lord that
doth sanctify yon. Ye shall keep the
sabbath therefore; for it is boly unto
you: every one that defileth it shall
surely be- put to death: for whoso-

soul shall be cut off from among his -
people. Six daysimay work be done; .
but in the seventh is the sabbath of .
rest, holy to the Lord: whoscever
doeth any work in the sabbath day,
he shall surely be put to death.”—.
Exodus xxxi. 12-15. In the above
quotation there are two of my posi
tions clearly proved. First, that the
law of the sabbath was given excla-
sively to the children of Israel. See-
ond, that its duration expired at the
expiration of the Jewish or legal
dispensation. You say, The ¢ sab-
bath is an ordinance of God, binding
upon all men.” Does the Bible say
s0? It does not. The Bible says,
“It is a sign between me and the
children of Israel forever.” Again,
¢ Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep:
for it is a sign between me and you.”
Not between me and the world, or
“all men,” if you please. You further
say, * And in all ages of time” I
ask again, Does the Bible say so?
It surely doesnot. Itsays,“Through-
out your generations” Is that ¢in
all ages of time ¥’ Now I ask you,
Have you proved this? I answer,
You have not. Alas! what a dis-
crepancy there is between you and
the Bible. Has not the generation
of the children of Israel passed away
eighteen hundred years ago? My
dear sir, I do not write these things
to harm you, but for your good, if it
may be, by the blessing of God. The
sixteenth and seventeenth verses
read, * Wherefore the children of Is-
rael ” (mind this, it is the children of
Israel, not *all men?”) ¢ shall keép
the sabbath, to observe the sabbath
throughout their generations,” (not
« gll ages of time,”) ¢ for a perpetual -
covenant.” Now,sir, asign isamark
of distinction, to distinguish the chil-
dren of Israel from all other nations
of the earth, according to the word
of the Lord by Balaam, ‘Lo, the
people shall dwell alone, and shall
pot be reckoned among the nations.”
—Num. xxiii, 9. This sign was te
distinguish Israel as a separate and
distinet people, as the highly favored
of the Lord, and whose God is the
Lord, and to whom were given the
oracles of God. Circumcision was.
apother sign peculiar to Israel. Paul
says, ““Abraham received the sign of
cirenmcision.”—Rom. iv. 11. Those
signs were to continue with them
throughout their generation, or as
long as they remained a separate and
distinet nation of people from the
pations of the earth. But now the
sceptre has long since departed from
Judah ; hence these signs have ceased
forever. But the law of the sabbath
was to continue with the children of .
Israel ¢ throughout their generations,
for a perpetual covenant.” This cov-
enant belongs to and is a part of the
covenant that God made with the
children of Israel when he took them
by the band to lead them out of the
land of Egypt, and the new covenant
nowhere speaks of any day of the
week as a sabbath or holy day. And
Moses saith, ¢ The Lord our God
made a covenant with us in Horeb.
The Lord made not this covenant
with our fathers, but with us, even
us, who are all of us bere alive this
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"~ day.’—Deuat. v.2,3. Now thisshows
beyond contradiction that the cove-
- . nant concerning ‘the observation of

the seventh day sabbath was not
given to or enjoined upon any people
prior to the Sinai covenant, and also
that it was given exclusively to the
children of Israel, as Paul saith,
¢ For when the Gentiles, which have
not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, having
not the law, are a law unto them-
selves,” &c.—Romans ii. 14. Again,
“ For when we were in the flesh, the
motions of sins, which were by the

“law, did work in our members to

bring forth fruit unto death. But
now we are delivered from the law,
that being dead wherein we were
held : that we should serve in new-

ness-of spirit, and wot in the oldness’
~--of the letter.”—Romans vii. 5, 6. 1t
- will be observed that this last guota-

tion was spoken especially to Jewish
For in the first
.verse he says, “I speak to them that
know the law ;” which of course were
Jews, and would imply that there
were those who did not know the law,
{Gentiles), and that as a consequence
were never ander the Sinai law cove-
nant. This must suffice as far as a
seventh day law sabbath is concerned.
And- when we search for a gospel

-sabbath, it cannot be found in the

Afirst, seventh, nor any other day of
the week; no, indeed it cannot. I
this evening defy the whole Arminian
world to show within the lids of the

-Bible, from the beginning to the end,
& “Thus saith the Lord ” for a “Sun-

day or first day of the week sabbath.”
The -inquiry may be made, Is there
then no gospel sabbath ? Yes, there

-is; and I praise and adore: the God
cof all grace that there is a glorious

gospel sabbath day! Yes, “There
remaineth therefore a rest to the peo-
pie of God.”—Heb. iv. 9. And the
prophet spoke of this glorious sab-

bath day more than seven hundred

years before it began to dawn on the
earth in these words, “And in that
day ” (mind, that day is the glorious

.- gospel sabbath day) * there shall be

a root of Jesse, which shall stand for
an ensign of the people; to it shall
the Gentiles seek,” (remember this
also}, ““and his rest shall be glorious.”

—Isa. xi. 10. The Gentiles had no

interest in the. old covenant sabbath ;
but they have in the new and ever-

‘lasting covenant gospel sabbath day
-of  rest.
typical sabbath . day, that all the

This is the glorious anti-

‘weekly, monthly and yearly sabbaths
‘pointed to as their antitype. This

" .glorious day began to dawn when

John the Baptist began preaching in
the wilderness of Judea. Then was
folfilled the prophecy of Malachi iv.

-2, ¢ But unto you that fear my name
-shall the Sun of righteousness. arise

with healing in his wings.” This

.glorious Suon hLas risen, and shall

never go down, according to Isaiah
Ix. 1-4, “Arise, shine; for thy light
is come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and
gross darkness the people: but the
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his
glory shall be seen upon thee. And

the Gentiles sball come to thy light,
and kings to the brightness of thy
rising. Lift up thine eyes round
about, and see: all they gather them-
selves together, they come to thee:
thy sons shall come from far, and thy
daughters shall be nursed at thy
side,” &e. This is an eternul sabbath
of rest. The glorious Sun arose at
the coming in of the gospel kingdom,
and shineth more and more unto the
perfect day, when it will be consum-
mated in glory. ¢ The sun?” (thatis,
the natural or created sun) ¢ shall be
no more thy light by day,” (that is,
the gospel sabbath day,) ¢ neither
for brightness shall the moon give
light unto thee: but the Lord shall
be unto thee an everlasting light, and
thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no
more go down; neither shall thy
moon withdraw itself; for the Lord
shall be thine everlasting light, and
the days of thy mourning shall be
ended.”—Isaiah Ix. 19, 20. O, is not
this a glorious sabbath day of rest?
Let others grasp the shadow ; but let
us, who have felt the burden of sin,
and have been sinking in deep mire
where there is no standing, and have
been laboring under the sentence of
condemnation, and are weary with
groanings, flee to Jesus Christ, the
antitypical sabbath, and rest in his
gpacious bosom. It is there I desire
to rest my weary head. I can find
no rest to my weary seul anywhere
else. The psalmist saith, * Behold,
O God our shield, and look upon the
face of thine anointed. For a day in
thy courts is better than a thousand.
I had rather be a door-keeper in the
house of my God, than to dwell in the
tents of wickedness. For the Lord
God is a sun and shield: the Lord
will give grace and glory: no good
thing will he withhold from them
that walk uprightly.”—Psalm Ixxzxiv.
9-11. Now, as the natural sun rgles
the nataral day, so in like manner
does the spiritnal Sun rule the spir-
itual or gospel sabbath day, if you
please.

But you say, “And the Lord hav-
ing completely fulfilled the law of
works, together with all the types of
the ceremonial law, as the Head of
the new dispensation of grace, he was

at perfect liberty to change the sab-

bath day, while still retaining its
obligations.” Dare you say that
Christ changed the sabbath day from
the seventh to the first day of the
week ?  Are you a teacher in Israel,

-and teach an inquirer after truth such

a notorious absurdity as this? 1
challenge you to prove such an ab-
surdity by ¢ Thus saith the Lord.”
I boldly affirm, without fear of suc-
cessful contradiction, that the Lord
did not make such a change; but he
took it out of the way. Hear what
Paul says concerning it, “And this I
say, lest any man should beguile you
with enticing words. For though I
be absent in the flesh, yet am 1 with
you in the spirit, joying and behold-
ing your order, and the steadfastness
of your faith in Christ. As ye have
therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him : rooted and
built up in him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught, abouad-

ing therein with thanksgiving. Be.
ware lest any man spoil you throngh
philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments
of the world, and not after Christ.
For in him dwelleth all the fullness
of the Godhead Lodily. And ye are
complete in him, which is the head of
all prineipality and ‘power: in whom
also ye are circumcised with the eir-
cumcision made without hands, in
putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumecision of
Christ.” ¢ Blotting out the hand-
writing of ordinancesthat wasagainst
us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to
his cress; and having spoiled princi-
palities and powers, he made a shew
of them openly, triumphing over them
in it. Let no man therefore judge
you in meat, or in drink, or in respect
of an holy day, or of the new moon,
or of the sabbath days: which are a
shadow of things to come; but the
body is of Christ.”—Col. ii. 4-17.
Now, these were all law ordinances
that Christ took out of the way. He
could not have taken the ordinances
of men out of the way, for Peter ad-
monished his brethren to ¢ submit
themselves to every ordinance of man
for the Lord’s sake.”—1 Peter ii. 13.
But the ordinances referred to are
such as these, the passover, and the
priestly offerings, together with those
nained above, new moons and sab-
bath days. These are ali shadows of
things to come, which the ordinances
of men are not. But the body or
substance which these shadows point
to is of Christ,

Now, as respects the first day of
the week sabbath, profanely called
the Lord’s day, I will say that it is
werely a traditionary sabbath day,
which is no sabbath at all. You say
the Lord changed the day from the
seventh to the first day of the week.
I say if the Lord had thus changed
the day, it certainly would have been
so recorded in the Scriptures; and
from the fact that no such record can
be found, we take it for granted that
the Lord did not change the day.
So we are forced to look elsewhere
for the change; and history informs

us that there was no day of the week-

observed by the early christians as a
sabbath until the days of Constan-
tine, the Roman Emperor. Smith, in

-his dictionary of the Bible, page 819,

says, ¢ We have never found a pas-
sage, previous to the conversion of
Constantine, prohibitory of any work
or occupation on the former,” (that

is, the first day of the week ;) “and

any such, did it exist, wounld have
been in a great measure nugatory,
for the reasons just alleged. After
Constantine, things become different
at once. His celebrated edict, pro-

 hibitory of judicial proceedings on

the Lord’s day, was probably die-
tated by a wish to give the great
christian festival ‘as much honor as
was enjoyed by those of the heathen,
rather than by any reference to the
sabbath or the fonrth comwandment;
but it was followed by several which
extended the prohibition to mauny
other occcupations, and to many forms
of pleasure held innocent on ordinary

days. . But it was surely impossible
to observe both the Lord’s day, as
was done by christians after Con-
stantine, and to read the fourth com-
mandwment, without- connecting the
two.” "And Constantine named the
first day of the week “Sun day,”
after the name of his heathen god ;
for he was a worshiper of the sun.
Thus we see that Anno Domini 300
Constantine institated the Sunday or
first day of the week sabbath; and
Constantine was the source and foun-
tain-head from whence sprung Cath-
olicism. Thus, then, Sunday, pro-
fanely called the Lord’s day, is of
Roman Catholic origin; but the
Lord’s day is altogether a different
thing.

We will now exawine your Serip-

ture quotations in order to prove the
validity of the first day of the week
sabbath. Your first quotation is
John xx, 19, 26. First, 19: % Then
the same day at evening, being the
first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were
assembled for fear of the Jews, came
Jesus and stood in the midst,” &ec.
Does that prove anything? Of course
be had either to rise on the first or
some other day of the week. Verse
26: “And after eight days again his
disciples were within.,” Was that the
first day of the week ? It surely was
Monday, the second day of the week.
Your next is, “Also the day of pente-
cost was the first day of the week,”
&e. Well,-it is a true saying, “A
drowning man will catch at a straw.”
The day of pentecost was a great day
with the Jews, wheu ‘the Jews from
all nations would be at Jerusalem on
that memorable day (long before spo-
ken of by the prophet Joel) and wit-
ness the descent of the Holy Spirit,
and bear the apostles speak in the
tongues in which each one was born.
The Holy Ghost descended and light-
ed upon the head of Jesus at his bap-
tism ; but to say that the Holy Ghost
descended to hopor any day of the
weelk, is 'too absurd for a wise man
to even think. You say, ¢ Thus
Father, Son and Spirit have eminent-
1y honored the observance of the first
day as the day of rest.” This is truly
outrageous! Your next is, “ Paul

met the disciples at Troas, and break

bread to them on that day.—Aets xx.
7" This is the only passage that has
any weight whatever; and even here
youaremistakenagain. Hepreached
on that day, but he did not break
bread on that day. The passage
reads, *“And upon the first day of the
week, when the disciples came to-
gether to break bread, Paul preached
unto them, ready to depart om the
morrow ; and continued his speech
until midnight. * * *  Andthere
sat in a window a certain young man
named Eutychus, being fallen into a
deep sleep: and as Paul was long
preaching, he sunk down with sleep,
and fell down from the third loft, and
was taken up dead. Anpd Pacnl went
down, and fell on him, and embracing
hite, said, Trouble nct yourselves;
for his life is in him. 'When he there-
fore was come uap again, and had
breken Lread, and eaten, and talked

a long while, even till break of day, '

oo .
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-s0 he departed.”
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So you see that it
was after midnight when he break
the bread, consequently it was on the
second day of the week. But aside
from this, Panl abode with the disci-
ples at Troas seven days, and he was
no idler, as he said, (2 Thess. iii. 8,)
% Neither did we eat any man’s bread
for nought; but wrought with labor
and travail night and day, that we
might not be chargeable to any of
you.” It is then presumable that the
apostle preached every day of the
seven that he abode with them, espe-
cially as he preached all night the

- night before he left them, never to

see them again, as he said in verse
25, “And now, behold, I know that
ye all, among whom I have gone

preaching the kingdom of God, shall

see my face no more.” And we have
no Scripture testimony to prove that
even this was the Lord’s supper, as
it was customary in those days for
the disciples to assemble at their
houses and break bread and eat to-
gether, as shown Aects ii. 46, “And
they, continning daily with one ae
cord in the temple,. and breaking
bread from house to house, did eat
their meat with gladness and single-
ness of heart.” And this isalso what

.is meant 1 Corintthians v.11. And

Christ always broke the bread before
eating, as in the case of the five and
seven loaves. Also was known to
the two disciples in breaking bread,
because it had been his custom while
he was with them to break the bread
on all occasions.—Luke xxiv. 30, 35.

-Bat suppose it was the Lord’s supper,

it was not on the first day of the
week ; .and if it had been, it does not
prove that that day was sanctified
by the Lord as a sabbath day of rest
or worship. This one case only that
we read that the disciples assembled
on that day for worship, does not
establish it even as a custom, wuch
less as a commanl. Butas Paul had
been preaching all day and all night,
perhaps without refreshment, be
doubtless was hungry, and he break
bread and eat as his breakfast, pre-
paratory to starting on his journey.
The preaching of Paul at Troas upon
the first day of the week is one iso-
lated case; but we read (Acts xviii.
4) that he reasoned in the synagogue
every sabbath, and persuaded the
Jews and the Greeks, &c. Again,
« They came to Thessalonica, where
was a synagogue of the Jews: and
Paul, as his manner was, went in
unto them, and three sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the Serip-
tares.’—Acts xvil. 1, 2. And again,
“And on the sabbath [day, margin]
we went out of the city by a river
side, where prayer was wont to be
made; and we sat down, and spake
unto the women which resorted
thither.”—Aects xvi. 13. Now, these
are only a few of the many passages
of Scripture which show that the
apostles preached on other days, as
well as on the first day of the week.

. And if Paul preaching one time upon

the first day of the week make it
obligatory (as you say) on all men to
observe it as a holy day, how much

‘more would Paul preacking so many

times on the seventh day, as stated

above, make it still binding on all
men to observe it as a holy day, as
the ¢ Seventh Day Adventists” of
America contend. But in all your
hard labor and wresting Seriptures
in order to prove the sanctity of the
first day of the week; you have failed
to produce even cne scriptural com-
mand. And what does all your car-
nal reasoning amount to withont one
“Thus saith the Lord ¥ I say it
amounts to nothing. Then you have
only proved your sabbath system to
be false, nothing more. And I re-
peat, if God had instituted the first
day of the week in lieu of the seventh,
he surely would have told us so some-
where in the Bible; but when we get
outside of that good book, we are
walking on slippery ground, and are
sare to get a fall.

You say, “A minister among the
0Ol1d School Baptists in America says,
‘If my strawberry-bed needed weed-
ing on the sabbath day, it would not
hurt my conscience to weed it” Well,
bat, friend Durand, it might hurt
some other person’s eonscience, and
give him offense,” &c. Our dear
brother, S. H. Durand, is a minister
in high standing among the Old
School or Primitive Baptists in
America, and an orderly walking
christian man, and stands as a pat-
tern of godliness among all good
christian people, and it grieves me to
hear him thus calumniated. - Brother
8. H. Durand had doubtless reference
to the seventh day sabbath. He does
not esteem the first day of. the week
a sabbath day at all, neither do I;
but it wounld hurt my conscience to
weed my strawberry-bed on the first
day of the week, for this canse: an
apostle has commanded, saying,
« Submit yourselves to every ordi-
nance of man for the Lord’s sake.”—
1 Peter ii. 13. And I look upon the
first day of the week institation as
being nothing more than an ordinance
of man; baut as it is the law of our
pation, and that, too, for the benefit
of mankind, it is our duty to obey it,

and if we fail we sin against thelaws |

of our country. But it does seem to
me that you strict Baptists of England
take special pleasure in traducing

your brethren of America; and noth-

ing but a sense of the justness of the
cause of truth has induced me to take
my pen, even at the advanced age of
seventy-seven years, in defense there-
of. So you see I am not a novice.
Now I will write a few words by
way of application, and bring this
very lengthy letter to a close. The
Lord’s day oceurs only once in the
Bible that I now remember, and it is
in the book of Revelation i. 9, 10:
1 John, who also amn your brother,
and companion in tribulation, and in
the kingdom and patience of Jesus
Christ, was in the isle that is called
Patmos, for the word of God, and for
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 1 was
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” &e.
This day is not measured by twenty-
four hours, neither is it measured by
the risings and settings of the sun;
but it is an eternal day, that shall
never end., Its sun shall never go
down. It is the day the prophet

that day there shall be a root of Jesse,
which shall stand for an ensign of the

‘people; to it shall the Gentiles seek:

and his rest shall be glorions.” And
every poor, laboring, heavy laden
soul who is so bappy as to enter into
that glorious gospel rest, ceases from
his own law works, as God did from
his works of creation.—Heb. iv. 10.
God did not cease from his own works
until he finished creation; then he
ceased forever. In like manher the
sin-burdened mourner never enters
into this glorious antitypical gospel
rest until he has finished his legal
works, (which are emblematically set
forth by the six days labor previous
to the seventh day sabbath). Then
he ceases forever, and the sounl finds
rest in Jesus. It is such he calls to
come unto him. ¢ Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ve shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.”—Matt. xi. 28-30. O whata
glorious sabbath of rest! after the
six days hard labor and sore travail
of sounl under the law of works, to
enter in through the gates into the
holy city, the new Jerusalem, the

; gospel kingdom of heaven, and there

with the blessed Jesus sit together in
heavenly places, and find rest to their
souls! Thus they cease forever from
their own works, as God did from
his. O how far, how very far this
glorious gospel sabbath iranscends
all temporal law sabbaths, which can
only give temporary rest to. the body
after the six days bodily labor, but
eannot give rest unto the soul. But
this blessed gospel sabbath gives
eternal rest to the soul, when the
soul labor under the law is finished.
This is the sabbath day that I feel
more particularly interested in.
Yours, &e.,
~ JOHN STIPP.
e ad
0CCOQUAN, Va., Nov. 6, 1882.

DEAR BRETHREN BEEBE :—Sev-
eral months have passed since I re-
ceived "a request from.a member of
the Maple Creek Church, Washing-
ton County, Pennsylvania, to write
through the SIGNS upon the Song of
Solomon vi, 10. In the midst of
muoch. care and travel in different and
distant places, I bave had but little
opportunity to write, yet I have ever
remembered the request with a de-
sire, if’ possible, to comply. There
have been times when the unspeak-
able beauty of .the King and the un-
searchable riches of his kingdom have
been unveiled in grandeur before me,
impressing a desire to write or speak
of them; but frequently, after such
attempts, I have seen such imperfee-
tions in what I have spoken or writ-
ten, that I have become discouraged.
Yet the thought comes to encourage
me that it is only as Jesus speaks
through us, or dips our pen in the
living fire of gospel truth, that we
can speak to the comfort of his peo-
ple; and that all such wessages, no
matter in what light we may regard
them, must ever be confirmed by the

looked forward to when be said, ¢ In 1great King as messages from the

immortal throne in the accomplish-
ment of bis purposes. ,
The verse in question reads as fol-
lows, ¢ Who is she that looketh forth
as the morning, fair as the moon,
clear as the sun, and terrible as an
army with banners ¥’ I understand
it to be a presentation of the triumph
of the church in her Lord, of her ex-
ceeding majesty and beauty, and of
the fall of all her enemies before this
all-conquering reign. I will not occu-
py time in writing even briefly of its
connections, although of exceeding
preciousness to me, for it is the Song
of songs. All the songs of Zion
spring from its overflowing fountain,
and unite in its one ascription of.
praise unto the Redeemer, who stands
as the central figure of all its beauty, .
and his church the objeet of his ten-
der care. The introductory clauseof -
the text does not express a doubt
upon the mind of the writer regard-.
ing what he sees, but it is an excla-"
mation of rapture, as the church of
the living God arises before him in.
the splendor of her triumph. She.
looks forth, he says, ¢ as the morn--
ing.,” This is a declaration of tri--
umph, as the morning trinmphs over:
the night. A similar figure is used
in Revelation xii. 1: “And there ap-
peared a great wonder in heaven; a.
woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon under her feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve stars.” There
is not, I think, in all the realms of
nature a figore illustrative of com-.
plete triumph more than this. The-
night cannot stand before the coming:
of the day. Darkness must always. -
flee when light cometh. That light,.
pouring its golden rays into the dark-::
est caverns, penetrating into every:
dark corner, illustrates the splendor -
of gospel trimmph. What folly to
talk of ¢ resisting the progress of the
gospel.” As well might the night
talk of baffling the day, of preventing
the rise of the morning sun.
was tried at the crucifixion of the
Redeemer. The powers of darkness
then and. there used their utmost,
marshaled their .dark legions in.-
bloody array, in an endeavor to ex-:
tinguish the light of the gospel. The
fiendish spirits of hell in human form
were gathered in council about the
cross and at the tomb; butthey were -
there ‘“ by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God,” * to do,”
continues the inspired record, ¢ what-
soever thy hand and thy counsel de-
termined before to be done.” -The
powers of darkness were gathered at
the “new tomb?” of Joseph to pre-.
vent the resurrection of the dead.
What availed all these things when
the appointed moment ‘arrived?
Blooming with immortal vigor, the
Lord of life and glory arose a mighty
conqueror over death, bell and the
grave. ’
“'Tis the Savior! angels raise
Fame’s eternal trump of praise.” '
The long shadowy way, the Jewish -
evening or night, was at an’ end.
The church arose in that glorious res- -
urrection from under the law and its -
curse in vital onenmess with Christ, -
ber living Head. Destroy this great.
tfoundation principle, and all is con-

This .
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fusion and despair. No ray of hope
brightens the dreary scene. Baut
faith reveals the foundation upon
which all our hopes of salvation rest,
the vital relationship of Christ and
his church. Upon this principle, and
upon none other, he could bear their
grief and carry their sorrow; “wound-
ed for our transgressions, bruised for
eur iniquities; the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes- we are healed. Thus,
“In all that Jesus did on earth
His chureh an interest have ;”
“And when he breathed his dying breath
His saints with him o’ercame.”

Have our eyes been opened to see
this vital fact? If so, we know some-
thiﬁg of the principle upon which the
eternal truth of the text rests. “Thy
people,” says the psalmist, ¢ shall be
willicg in the day of thy power, in
the beauties of holiness from the
womb of the morning.” Here, then,
is the “ day of bis power”” The sun
had arisen, the morning had dawned
upon Israels hitherto benighted
tribes. What a glorious morning,
and what a splendid trinmph! And
from the womb of that morning in
‘the experience of the trembling child
of grace, from the dawn of that won-
derful day, Jesus js the ¢ chiefest
among ten thousand,” the lovely Re-
deemer to him. This trembling child
knows the Savior by precious experi-
ence. Jesus had come to him when
¢ darkness was upon the face of the
deep 7 of hisown depraved heart, and
spread the glory of histrinmph there.
The King had rode by in the wonder-
ful chariot of his love. ¢ God, who
ecommanded the light to shine out of
darkness,” had shined in his heart,
“to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of Gad in the face of
Jesus Ohrist.” That face, beaming
with the brightness of the glory which
he bhad with the Father ¢ before the
world was,” and with everlasting
love, is known by the child of God.
‘When tarned upen bim in his way-
ward walk, it calls in' his wandering
feet. When waves of flerce tempta-

" tion roll around him, and dark storms
‘of donbt and fear obscure his sky, it

i this blessed Jesus who looks

.

through the storm and calms its
angry powers. Does not the re-
deemed child know him? Does not
the music of his name touch the most
fender chords of his being? Of this
the poet sang, :
“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer’s ear.”

But let us notice the next clause of
the text: *“Fair as the moon.” This,
I presame, is designed to express the
radiant beauty of the church as seen
by an eye of faith. There is nothing
in that sight calculated to terrify or
trouble a child of grace. He can say,
“ How amiable are thy tabernacles,
O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth,
yea, even fainteth for the courts of
the Lord.” The church reflects the
glory of her God.  There the bright-

~est displays of his power are seen.

She echoes back Lis praise, and the
glory that she had in him before the
world began. ‘ The morning stars
sang fogether, and all the sons of
GGod shouted for joy.” This is not

the view which the ungodly world
have of the church, hating as they do
her doctrine, her order, and all that
pertains to her glorious travel. She
is not fair to them. ‘““‘Away with this
people,” they say; ¢ we cannot bear
such doctrine, sach order.” This
world has never beheld the chuich as
the text presents her. No polluted
eye can gaze upon ber glory, any
more than they can look upon the
glory of her King, ¢ who only hath
immortality, dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see:
to whom be honor and power ever-
lasting. Amen.—1 Tim. vi. 16. It
is folly to talk of conforming the
church to the world. Itisutterly im-
possible to show them one of her
beauties. As they knew not the
Master, so they know not his chil-
dren. But this beautiful church is
beheld by the redeemed child, whe
can clearly see a distinction between
her and all other denominations. It
is' a church adorned with heavenly
raiment, and who shows in all her
faith and order the stately steppings
of the Lamb of God.

“ Olear as the sun.” John speaks
of the gospel as ‘“a pure river of
water of life, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.,” It
is this gospel clearness that adorns
the church in the language of the
text. There is emphatically but one
gospel system of redemption. This
is not made up of the various creeds
and theories of this or any other pol-
luted - age. It comes from heaven,
and not from man. Salvation does
not in a single instance proceed from
Sunday schools, mission boards, dis-
tracted meetings, or any such pol-
luted source. The religious denomi-
nations of this world love and praectice
these things. They are but the mists
and fogs of human reasoning that
arise from these dark places. They
arise from and belong to the systems
of this world, and the slimy feet of
the antichristiau serpent can always
be traced in these dark doings.
These denominations form no part of
the church of the living God. ~Hu-
man reason is not her guide ; popular
approval is not the tribunal whose
deécisions she regards. ¢ And the
city,” says Johun, ¢ had no need of the
sun, neither of the moon to shine in
it: for the glory of God did lighten
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”
“T came down from heaven,” the
Master distinctly asserts; and all
that pertains to the way of salvation
bears this heavenly seal. “ Out of
Zion,” says the psalniist, ¢ the per-
fection of beanty, God hath shined.”
It is in the light falling from the
“ great white throne ” that we see the
chureh, those floods of living splendor
falling from her gospel altar. Inthat
brilliant light we behold her in the
text. It is in her standing in Jesus
that we now see her. Tt can well be
said of her here, ““Thou art all fair,
my love; there is no spot in thee.”
No earthly conditions hang about her.
No creeds or theories of men’s inven-
tion mar her perfect beauty. Her
wouderful and gloriens travel rests
not upon earthly contingencies. It

could not be said that she was clear,
if there were such eérthly spots upon
her. - Remember that I am referring
now to her standing in Jesus. She
raust be clear as the sun. No dark-
ness is concealed in itsrays. Clouds
and fogs arising from the earth may
obscure for a time its beauty from
those who are upon the earth, but
they do not mingle with its light, It
is this “ gospel of the kingdom ” in
its purity that we need. The slight-
est deviation in the preaching of it
from its doctrine or order, can never
result in the least possible good to
the church. We may make bangling
work sometimes in preaching this
gospel, but that does not interfere
with its clear, steady light. That
light is in and of itself. -And as it
shines out of and falls upen this glori-
ous chureh, it shows her redeemed
out of every nation, tribe and kin-
dred, standing upright in her living
Head, “clothed with the sun)” It
was thus the psalmist saw her in the
language, ¢ Walk about Zioz, and go
round about her: tell the ‘towers
thereof.” There are times in our
earthly pilgrimage when these things
are clearly seen, when the church
appears before us in the splendor of
her trinwph. How beautifal is the
sight! how lovely are her palaces!
How great and holy is her King, and
what wisdom shines in the ways of
her God. Moses must have seen her
thus in the enraptured language,
“Happy art thou, O Israel: who is
like unto thee, O people saved by the
Lord, the shield of thy help, and who
is the sword of thy excellency ! and
thine enemies shall be found liars
unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon
their high places.”—Deant. xxxiii. 29.

But we will pass to the considera-
tion of the closing clause of the text,
“Terrible as an army with banners.”
There is an awful majesty surround-
ing the church as she rises before us
in the exaltation of her God, * How
dreadful is this place!” says Jacob.
“This is none other but the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven.”
—Gen., xxviil. 17. But how different
are the feelings that she spreads
among herfoes. An Old School Bap-
tist Chureh, in a good, healthy travel,
is a terror to the enemies of the cross
about her. But she is certainly not
in a good, healthy travel when there
is an incllnation to mix with the na-
tions around her. As she furls the
old banner and lies down in the belly
of the lion, she ceases to be a terror
to the enemies of the cross, ¢ They
are not so selfish as other Old School

Baptists,”  or as they used to be,” is/

now heard among those whose whole

lives are spent in blaspheming the

name of the most high God. ¢ We
like you so well,” “ You preach ex-
actly what we believe,” our enemies
say to the minister of the old church,
as they would reach him with their
poisonous tongue, pouring into his
ear their disgusting flattery.
¢ Come, walk into my parlor,

Says the spider to the fly.”
“ Let us bait our hook,” they say,
“ with the applatse of the world, and
such earthly inducements. Putthem
on thick, for we have plenty to spare.”

Are the war-worn veterans of the
cross to be gulled by such vanities ¢
Is this fair church to bow her head
and reeceive the favor of a polluted
world, to wear the yoke of bondage
to the decrees of popular applause ?
This can never be. Yet such is.un-
doubtedly the inclination where there
is a disposition to temporize or shrink
from plain gospel doctrine or order.
The faithful servant of Jesus is not
even to inquire what would be popu-
lar with his brethren in this respect.
“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God,” says Paul to Timothy.
We cannot expect to cleave unto the
cross without making enemies of its
enemies.  The very word ¢ army,” in
the text, implies this warfare. There
would be no use for armies if there
could be no enemies to fight. It is
not a struggle for eternal life that we
are writing about. It is the life in
the christian’s heart that begets a
warfaxg)“the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh.” * This warfare is not the cause,
but the evidence of life eternal. So
in the church of the living God, these
conflicts for the truth are not the
cause, but the evidences of life from
on high, unmistakable evidence of
the victory of the Lamb.
is called The Word of God, And the
armies which were in heaven followed
him upon white horses, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean. And out
of his mouth goeth a sharp sword,
that with it he should smite the na-
tions: and ke shall rale them with a
rod of iron: and he treadeth the
wine-press of the fierceness and wrath
of almighty God. "And he hath on
his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, King of. kings, and Lord of
lords” Here is our mighty Con-
queror, the source from whence all
our victories come. . And that army,
clothed with his .presence, must ever
remain victorious over all the powers
of darkness.

But let us notice, in the next place,
the banpers which wave in the eter-
nal sunshine of its presence. Says
the psalmist, “Thou hast given a
banner to them that fear thee, that it
may be displayed because of the
truth.” This banner is a declaration
of the glory of the kingdom and of
her exalted King. Engraven upon'it
are the wonders of his love and the
victories of his grace. The doetrine
of God our Savior is seen here. No-
tice that this banner is to be dis-
played, not hidden. ¢ Neither do
men light & candle, and put it under
a bushel,” says the Savior. Cleave
to this glorious banner more closely
ip the thickest of the fight. Hold it
firmly, ye standard-bearers of eternal
truth, as the enemies of the cross
gather arcund you. "It is the sure
emblew of your victory, and of the
brightness of your Father’s glory.
“Aud his banner ‘over me,” says
Solomon, * was love.” This is the
bauner of the charch, it is exclusively.

for ber, the ensign of her King, the -

emblem of her glorious victory in
bim. Ercircling her on either side,
underneath the lowest places reached
in Ler travel, rising above her a
mighty cauopy of everlasting love,

¢ Hisname.
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it speaks in thunder-tones of almighty
power, of infinite wisdem, of sover-
eign grace, and of the unsearchable
treasures of wisdom and knowledge
in that great fountain of eternallove.

It must rise above the towering
heights of time to give lasting com-
fort to the child of God. This world
is but a land of desert and drouth, a
wilderness of woe to the trembling
¢hild. There is no abiding comfort
upon its sin-cursed shores for him.
There is within him a yearning for
something above and beyond it all.
# O for rest from toil and pain in the
_boly mountain of our God,” is his
constant cry. Heaven is- the only
panacea for his woe, and- earth has
no sorrow that it cannot heal. Thus
onward and upward moves this ban-
nered host of the most bigh God in
the trinmphs of her living Lord, until
the ages of time shall have been
gathered, and the blazing glories of
immortality shall dawn forever upon
her.

“ There the saints of all ages in harmony
meet,
Their Savior and brethren transported to
greet;
While the anthems of rapture unceasingly
roll,
_And the smile of the Lord is the feast of the
) soul.”
Not one is to be left out in this glori-
ous triumph ; all are to reach its un-
broken rest, and join in the exalted
song of viectory unto God and the
Lamb forever. In the fervent hope
of this blessed gospel we press on to
the bright realization of its * eternal
weight of glory.” And as this vessel
of mercy is tossed uwpon the storm-
covered way of time, we realize con-
tinually that this hope is as an anchor
of the soul, “both sure and stead-
fast.” It reaches above the angry
crest of every billow of trouble that
rolls in upon our soul, and takes hold
of the great white throne, ‘¢ whither
the forerunner is for us entered, even
Jesus, made an High Priest forever
after the order of Melchisedec.,”—
Heb. vi. 20. Through this blessed
hope we look up in a bright path to
the cloudless realms of eternity, and
see this victorious army clothed in
heavenly raiment, shining in the glory
of her exalted King, bathing in- the
boundless ocean of everlasting love,
while heaven’s eternal arches ring
with shouts of sovereign grace.

In the bright assurance of this
blessed gospel, I remain, as ever,
yours in its holy fellowship,

. WM. M. SMOOT."

P. 8.—I would say to brethren and
friends in Pennsylvania that 1 re-
tarned to my home yesterday in
safety from my recent visit among
them, and was favored to find all
well at home. I.was absent from
home about three weeks, and realized
some precious evidences of the Lord’s
goodness and mercy upon the trip.

W. M. 8.
N e ——
FAULT-FINDIRG, .

DEAR BRETHREN :(— While this is
not a word in the Bible, it yet in-
cludes the snbstance of several words
that are used there, deseriptive of
several habits into which men are apt
to fall, and which when engaged in

by professed christians, bring weunds
and reproaches upon the cause of
Christ. For this reason I desire to
write about it, warning agains{ form-
ing the habit. '
1st. It is good to keep a careful
wateh for the truth, and to rebuke
error wherever it may be found. But
this is not ¢ fault-finding.” In this
sense the Lord finds fault with men,
and in this sense we have a right to
find fault. But that to which 1 de-
sire to call attention at this time is
the constaut criticism of little things,
little weaknesses or slips of others,
and that behind their backs ; perhaps

saying there what we are careful

enough not to say to their face. It
is that disposition to use a microscope
every time we look at another, so that
his faults look much larger than they

really are, and then to pick flaws]

éven when they do not exist. This
disposition would say that an angel’s
form was not perfect, and seek for
flaws in the exalted throme of the
Majesty in the heavens itself. The
habit of speaking disparagingly of
every one of whom we speak, of talk-
ing over their failings and weaknesses
rather than their good qualities, is
what I mean by ¢ fault-finding.” It
is a weed that needs very constant
watching, else it will grow in us
rapidly, and choke the growth of pre-
cious christian graces in our hearts.

2d. Let us see what evils are in-

cluded in or related to this monster

evil. It is elosely related generally
to hypocrisy. Those given to fault-
finding are nearly always given to
great pretensions of friendship and
great expressions of admiration for
the good traits of another when in his
company, but woe to his reputation
when behind his back. It is also the
near relation of boasting. It says,
¢ See what a pattern I am. Look at
that brother’s faults, and then refresh
your eyes by a look at such a pattern
of righteousness as I am.” ¢ That
brother,” it says, “ does so and so, or
is so and so, but of course I am free
from such faults.” Itis also refusing
to obey the word which forbids
“judging.” It says, I am capable
of judging my brother: I will not
leave him to be judged by God.”
We are commanded to judge our-
selves and not others. To judge
others argues an entire ignorance of
our own selves. I have generally
found that fault-finders are guilty of
nearly every imperfection and wrong
which they see in others. At least
it is sure that they lack that charity
which ¢ thinketh no evil.” This evil
also inculdes the evil of  tale-bear-
ing” Is there a meaner, more de-
spicable habitthancarrying wherever
one goes tales to the harm of another?
Sach -and such a report is going
about a brother, Itis said that he
bas such and such a habit, or has
done this or some other wrong. This
is the form such conversation takes.
« Slander ” also is its twin brother, so
near in appearence to * fanit-finding”
that it is hard to tell the difference.
And if we allow the latter a lodg-
ment in our intercourse, soon we shall
find that the former has slyly crept
in also, and that we have mistaken

‘separable.

the one for the other. And there is
so little difference that we might as
well harbor one as the other. Be-
sides as a general thing they are in-
“ Bearing false witness?”
follows close upon the heels of “fault-
finding.” Either the faults are mag-
nified or else multiplied until the real
trath is lost sight of, and this is
“ pearing false witness.” Then if we
talk of a brother’s fanlts, and not of
the wany good qualities which he
may possess, we are creating false
impressions again. It matters not
how much that man may love God
and his cause, and how devoted his
time and talents and means may be
to that cause, these fault-finders, like
crows, always scent the unsound
spots and feast upon them with great
delight. I know of no poorer living
than other people’s failings. But
fault-finders, like crows, furnisk poor
eating themselves. Fault-finders are
generally ¢ busybodies” in other
men’s matters. Having no legitimate
business of their own, they must
needs pry into that of others. And
it is very soon that they detect some-
thing wrong; and so they go about
to set it right by telling all around
what a bad thing this brother has
said or done. And they do this for
a pretended interest in the welfare
of that brother and the cause. Let
each one take care of his own vine-
yard, and he will have little time left
to see after the weeds in his brother’s
vineyard. 1 remember that once
when I was teaching school I said,
«“If any one sees another look off

‘from his book for the next half-hour,

I want him to tell me.” Preity soon
a boy said, “ Teacher, I saw such a
one look off from his book.” " *Well,”
I said, ¢ what were you doing? If
each one will be busy about his own
task it will save a good deal of fault-
finding. ¢ Whisperers” belong to
the same family as the fault-finders.
A whisperer will take you one side,
and say, * Have you heard so and so
about such a one? You must not
tell it, nor let it get out for the world.”
And so the evil thing is told, and
naught is heard butthe sibilant sound
of the letter S, like the hiss of a ser-
pent as he projects his venom. Even
the world despises the whisperer,
and the fault-finder is a first cousin
to him. »

3d. From what does the spirit of
fanlt-finding arise? I would answer,
From a heart at variance with the
command to love our neighbor as our-
self. - Love will seek to conceal a
brother’s faults if any are seen, and
love will prevent our seeing many.
But to be more particular for a little
while I would say that sometimes it
has its root in “envy.” There is a
secret feeling like this, ¢“That brother
has an advantage over me; he has
some gifts, or abilities, or good quali-
ties, that I have not; heisin a higher
position than I am,” &c. And so
the spirit of envy begins to hunt
after weak spots, and begins to
blazon them abroad, to the hurt of
that brother. Sometimes, also, it
proceeds out of ¢jealousy.” A
brother is of good report and stands
high in the esteem of others. He is

loved, and the people show him great
attention. At once the cruel fire of
jealousy is kindled in some one's
beart, and burns until it consumes
all kind feeling and brotherly love,
and leaves in its place nothing but
the ashes of bitterness and enmity.
And so the tongue begins to speak
foul and slanderous things, still under
the pretense of great zeal for the
cause. ‘ Hate” also is to be de-
tected in this evil habit of fault-find-
ing. As love weans the desire for
another’s advantage, so hate means
the desire to harm another., And
therefore I.say that hatred is at the
root of thisevil. ¢ Pride” also shows
its head here, and ¢ self-sufficiency”
is not far absent., The secret feeling
is, ¢ See my superior goodness.” 1
always feel sure in the presence of a
fault-finder that he also sees plenty
of flaws in me, and only waits the
presence of the next brother and my
absence to begin to make them
known. Of course I know that he
thinks meanly of me, or else he would
not suppose that I would delight to
hear of the faults of my brethren.
“A boastful spirit 7 also is a fountain
of fault-finding. A spirit to herald
abroad what self has done and said,
to claim great piety, great love of
holiness and great abhorrence to sin,
to set the light of one’s own goodnéss
out the clearer by holding it up
against the dark background of an-
other’s faults. The most subtile kind
of boasting is that which endeavors
to show how unworthy others are.
¢ Mean, petty spite” has something
to do with this vile habit. Some
fancied slight, some suspicion of e¢old-
ness upon the part of that brother to
ourselves, some word or act of that
brother which did not bend to our
desires, rankles and festers in our
hearts, and so we strive to injure him
by fault-finding;  perhaps wuncon-
scious of the sly, creeping serpent of
spite in our own breast. This habit
also argues an implacable, unmereiful,
unforgiving spirit. It seeks not the
good of any one. It is one unmiti-
gated evil from beginning to end., It
is conceived in sin and shapen in in--

1iquity, and is an everlasting shame.

" 4th, This evil of fault-finding leads
tomanyevilconsequences. And chief
among them, it seems to me, are the
results to the guilty one himself.
Suach a habit indulged in turns his
conversation away from that which
is spiritu