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PROCEEDINGS OF THE OLD LINE OCHLOCKNEE PRIMITIVE

BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

The Ninety Ninth Annual Session of the Ochlocknee Primitive
Baptist Association held with Sardis Church, Colquitt County, Ga., 11
miles east of Moultrie on the Georgia Northern Railway, beginning

.Saturday October 24, 25 and 26, 1925.
The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder W. R. Rhoden

from the Suwanee Association. His text being the 40th chapter of
Isaiah, 1st, 2nd and 3rd verses: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto
her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned,
for she hath received of the Lord's Hand double for all of her sins."

After thirty minutes intermission the delegates assembled in the
house and was called to order by the Moderator.

Then prayer by Elder W. M. Holcomb from the Pulaski Associa­
tion.

1. Called for and read letters from eleven churches and minut­
ed their state and enrolled delegates' names. All report peace.

2. On metion elected Elder E. R. Rhoden Moderator,' and J.
M. Clark Clerk by ballot.

3. On motion adopted last year's minutes as oourse of business.
4. Read the Decorum. .
6. The Modeartor invited visiting ministers and brethren of

our faith and order to seats with us in our deliberations and to share
with us in our joys and sorrows.

6. Called for Petitionary Letters.
7. The Moderator appointed committees as follows:
On Preaching and Finance:-J. N. Joyner, J. R. Taylor, G. W.

Horn, G. J. Chitty and T. S. Barrow. .
8. On Business :-Elder A. L. Pearce, G. W. Holloway and W.

T. Dean.
9. On Memorials:-W. W. Dorminy and C. M. Roberts.
10. Called for correspondence from the sister Associations and

reeeived as follows:-
From the San Pedro Association Bro. J. C. English with pack

of minutes.
11. From the Pulaski Association :-G. W. Turner.
12. From the Union Association :-Elder Duncan McCranie,

Bro. G. B McClendon and Brother B. ,Ii'. Cornelius with pack of min­
utes.

13. From the Flint River Association:-
14. From the Alabaha Association :-Elder G. H. Fowler with

pack of minutes.
15. From the Suwanee Association :-Elder W. R. Rhoden.
16. Called for Petitionary Correspondence. None.
·17. Appointed F. M. Renfroe to write the Corrensponding Let­

ter.
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18.
o'clock.
from the

On motion a djourned to meet Mon da y morning- at 8 :30
After a song of praise had prayer by El der W. R. Rhoden
Suwanee Association.

ELDER E. R. RHODEN, Moderator.
. J . .M. CLARK, Clerk.

r.~ONDAY MORNING SESSION .

The Association met according to adjournment, and after a song
of prai se had prayer by Elder Duncan McCranie from theUnion
As sociation.

1. Called th e roll.
2. Ren ewed th e call for correspondents and receiv ed from th e

Pulaski Associ ation, Elder W. M. Holcomb. .
From th e Flint River Association :-Elder T. J. Davis.
3. Extended invitation to visitors and received as .follows.:­
From th e Flint River As sociaton Elder L. Johnson.
All the messengers and visitors from .t he Sister Associations

were received by th e Mod erator giving them the r ight hand of fel­
lowship.

4. Called for r eport of th e Business Committee and r eceived
report as follo ws:

We, th e Committee, have exa mine d the minutes of t he several
Associations and find no thing to ob ject to. We r ecommend the sa me
ord er of bu siness as heretofore. . .

Elder A. L. Pearce
W. T. Dean

.. G. W. Holloway.
Approved 1;>y th e Association.

ELDER .E. R. RHODEN, Mod erator.
J. M. CLARK, Clerk. .

5. Ca lled for r eport of th e Finance Committee and :received
th e following r eport:- · .

We, th e Commit tee on Finance, submit the following:-We re­
ceiv ed fro m the severa l churches th e sum of $87.20 a s contribution,
a nd we recommend that Five Hundred minutes be printed, three hun­
dred a nd fifty f or t he churches and on e hundred an d fifty for thecor­
r espondents, a nd t ha t $4 0.00 be given to the Clerk for printing and
distributing of th e mi nutes a nd his se rvices, and $4 7.20 tobe divided
among th e vis it ing ministers and correspondents. Also that the cost
of the minutes be printed on last pa ge of minutes.

J. R. Taylor
G. W. Horn
T. S. Barraw
G. J. Chitty
J . N. Joiner

Approved by the Association.
ELDER E. R. RHODEN, Moderator
J. M. CLAR~, Clerk

6. Called for report on Memorials:-
W e, your committee "on Memorials, beg to su bmit the following

r eport: .
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We find that it pleased the Lord to take from our midst our dear
and much beloved brother and Elder B. F. Brown, who was a faith­
ful and much beloved member at Bethsaida church.

We, the Committee on Memorials, also find that it p&cased the
Lord to take from our midst our dear and much beloved brother and
Deacon B. F. Morse, a faithful member of Rocky Creek church.

W. W. Dorminy
C. M. Roberts

Approved by the Association.
.ELDER E . R. RHODEN, Moderato,
J. M. CLARK, Clerk

7. Return correspondence as follows:-
To the San Pedro Association to be held with Corinth church,

three miles south of Lee, Fla., on the S. A. L. railroad, beginning on
Friday before the first Sunday in October, 1926 :-J. W. Rogers anr'
F. M. Renfroe.

8. To the Union Association to be held with New Friendship
church, one mile south of Hahira, on the Georgia Southern railroad,
beginning on Saturday before the third Sunday. in October, 1926.- '
Elder A. L. Pearce, Brother J. R. Willis and Elder E. R. Rhoden.

9. To the Flint River Association to be held with Prosper-ity
church, Decatur county, Ga., nine miles west of Climax, on the A.
C. L. railroad, beginning on Saturday before the first Sunday in
November, 1925 :-J. M. Clark, Elder E. R. Rhoden and W. D. Sim-
mons. .

10. To the Alabaha River Association, to be held with Bethle­
hem church, Pearce County, Ga., near Patterson Station on the A. C.
L. railroad, beginning on Friday before the first Sunday in November,
1925 :-Elder A. L. Pearce and Brother J. M. Bryant.

11. To the Pulaski Association to be held with Christian Hope
Church, eleven miles from Rochelle, on the S. A. L. railroad, begin­
ning on Saturday before the first Sunday in October, 1926 :-W. T.
Dean, Elder E. R. Rhoden and J. M. Clark.

12. To the Suwanee Association, to be held with Little Springs
church, two miles from Duke Station and eight miles west of Lake
Butler on the Georgia Southern railroad, beginning on Saturday be­
fore the fourth Sunday in September, 1926:-W. D. Simmons, Elder
E. R. Rhoden and E. R. Willis.

13. The General Meetings will be held as follows:-
. First District to be held with Rocky Creek church, Worth coun­

ty, Ga., four miles north of Crosland, on. the A. B. &. A. rai~road, be­
ginnning on Friday before the second FIfth Sunday 1I1 1926.

Second District ' t o be held with Mt. Pisgah church, Thomas
county, Ga., two miles east of Ochlocknee Station on the A. C. L.
railroad, beginning on Friday before the third Fifth Sunday in .192G.

. 14. Corresponding Letter:-Called for and read and adopted
Corresponding Letter, and it reads as follows:-

We, the Ochlocknee Association, now in session with Sardis
church Colquitt County, Ga., Saturday, Sunday and Monday, Oeto­
bel' 24: 25, and 26, 1925, To the Associations with whom we corres­
pond, Greetings:-

Dearly and much beloved -br et hr en and sisters in the Lord:­
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T hrough the tende r mercies a nd goodness of God we have been spar ­
ed to hold anot he r session of our bo dy in peace and lov e. Our rep­
resentation is f ull . Churches all r eporting peace and love . Our
correspondence is full. Your ministers came to us preaching . the
good t idings of sa lvation by grace through Jesus Chr ist our Lord, for
which, if not de ce ived, we feel grateful and thankful t o God, the
g iver of every good and perfect gift. We desire a continuation of
your lovel y correspondence. Our next sess ion , the Lord willing,
will be held with Pl easant Hill church, Moultrie, Ga ., on Saturday
and Sunday and Monday of th e Fourth Sunday in October, 1926.
Where we hope t o meet again. Till th en, farewell .

F . M. Renfroe.
Ap pr oved by th e Association.

ELDER E . R. RHODEN, Moderator
J. M. CLARK, Clerk.

15 . On mo ton adjourned to meet with Pleasant Hill church of
Moultrie, Col qui tt County, Ga., one half mile west of the Georgia
N orthern depot on the Ga. N. R. R., al so on the A. B. & A. ann the
Ca . 8:: F la . H,y. ab out the same distanc e, beginning on Saturda y be­
f or c t he Fourth S unday in October, 1926. When and where we hope
to mee t again. Till t he n farewell. After a song of praise had pray­
er by El der G. H. Fo wler, f rom the Alabaha Association.

ELDER E . R. RHODEN. Modcrat or .
J. M. CLARK, Clerk

16. Res olut ion of Thanks.
W e, the messengers of th e Ochlocknee Primitive Ba ptist Asso­

ciati on, t ake this one mo re pr ivilege of extending to you, the breth­
re n, sister s and ma n y kin d f riend s that it takes to constitute Sardis
church a nd the surr oundings thereof :- We f eel that our cup was
made to run ove r a n d our hearts t o beat within us for joy and glad­
ness, and eve rything of the kind, t oo many to mention just now, for
your ~ooclne ss and tender me rcies towar d us while with you those
three davs, And we ask th at All-Wise and Eternal God of Heaven
an d of l!ia r th to cont inue Hi s blessings to ward you, both natural and
spir it ua l, while here in this lif e. Ma y God bl ess us all an d keep us in
the wa ys of all rghteousness, is our prayer.

J . M. Clark.

17. ORD ER OF PREACHING.

Fi rst Day, Saturda y Morning:-Introduct or y Sermon wa s
preac hed by E lde r W. R. Rhoden f rom the Su wanee Association..

Sa turda y Eyening :- First by E lder T . J . Davis from the Flint
Riv er Associat ion. Followed by Elder G. H. Fo wler from th e Alaba­
ha Associ a tion.

.Secorid Da y, Sunday Morning:-First by Elder O. K. Sh effield,
from the Suwanee Ass oca ti on . Followed by Elder W . M. Holcomb,
f ro m t he P ulaski Association.

Sunday Even ing :-First by E lde r L . J ohnson, from the Flint
River Association . Followed by E lde r Du ncan McCranie from the
Union Association. .

17. Third Day, Monday Morning:-First by Elder J. T . Straw­
der from the Pulaski Association. Followed by Elder G. H . Fowler
from th e Ala baha River Association. ' Closed by th e Moderator, El d­
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er E . R. Rhod en , of t he Ochlocknee Associa tion.
Approved by the Association.

ELDER E . R. RHODEN, Moderator
J . IVL CLARK, Clerk.

VISITING MIN IST E RS

Received at our Association,
Wi t h prayer and supplication,
And they preached by revelation
To th e comfort and con so lation
Of God's generation .
N eit her is there sa lva t ion in any other . F or there is n o ot her

name under H eaven . g ive n among men wh ereby we must be saved.
-Acts the 4th and 12th.

'Elde'r W. R. Rhoden.
E lder W . M. Holcomb.
Elder Duncan McCranie.
Elder O. K. Sh erfield .
Elder L. •Tohnson.
Elder T. J. Davis.
Elder G. F . Fowler.
Elder J . T . Strawder.

18. ADDRESS OF MINISTERS AND THEIR POSTOFFICES.

Elder E . R. Rhoden, Moultrie, Ga.
Elder A. L. P earce. Moultri e , Ga .
Elder E. Lindsey, Tifton, Ga . .
Elder J . W . Gardner, Ca m illa, Ga .
Elder W . H. Godwin. Barwic k, Ga .
E lder B. C. Lewis, Moultrie, Ga .
E ld er Vol . L. Bozeman. N or ma n Park, Ga.
E lder 'AT. P. Hall, Mo ultri e, Ga .

RULES OF DECORUM

1. This A ssociation sh a ll op en and close with prayer.
2. The members who are r egularly chosen by the churches in

our union shall com pose t he Ochlocknee Primitive Baptist Associa­
ti on; two-th irds of which form a quo r u m..

3. Members chosen shall produce letters from their respective
chu r ches certifyi ng t he ir a ppointment, together with the number in
f ellowship, those r ec ei ved by exper ie nce and baptism and otherwise,
dismissed, ex commu nicated, r estored a nd dead since our last Associa-
tion.

4. This A ssociation sh a ll ha ve no power t o Lord it ov er God's
heritage, nor infring e on the in ternal right s of any church.

5. Thi s A ssociation sha ll have a Mod erator and Clerk wh o shall
be el ec ted by ballot of th e member s present.

6. It sha ll be the duty of the Moderator to preserve or der , ex­
plain and put questions . H e sha ll have the same r ight of speech as
any other me mbe r , provid ed t he chair shall be filled, but shall n ot
vote except the body be equally divided.

7. It shall be th e duty of the Clerk t o kee p a r ecord of the
pro ceedings of th e Association and the minutes taken shall be read
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an d amen ded if nec essary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk
before the Association rises. The Clerk shall also keep a file of the
minutes to be presented at ea ch Association, and shall be accountable
for all money deposited in the hands of the Association.

• 8. Any church applying by letter and delegates for admittance
which, upon examination is found orthodox and orderly, shall be re­
cei ve d by the Association and manifested by the Moderator giving
th e right hand of fellowship to its delegates.

9. E very chu~ch shall ha ve a right to sen d two delegates to the
Association and no more.

10 . Every motion made and seco nded shall claim th e attention
of th e Association exce pt withdrawn by the person who made it, with
th e consent of the Association.

11. Every person who speaks must rise from his seat and ad­
dress the Moderator, and shall not be interrupted when sp eaking ex­
cept whe n he departs from the subject.

12 . No person shall speak more than three times on the same
subject without leave of the Association.

13. There shall be no talking or whispering in t ime of public
speech, nor reflection cast on the speaker.

14. Whenever a case is decided by a vote, there shall be no
more debate on the subject.

15. No person shall absent himself f rom the Association with­
out leave of the Association.

16. The Association is in favor of· preaching the' gospel, the
cireulation of the scriptures, and the advantages of education, and
r ecommen ds temperance and morality in general, but to her members
in particular. Notwithstanding she is opposed to all modern insti­
t uti ons of men, such as missonary, bible tract and Sunday School so­
cieties, together with the Baptist State Conventions and theological
schools and such like, because their connection with the church of
God is unauthorized by the scriptures. As such we cannot fellow­
shi p them or admit to our church privileges any person who is con­
nected therewith in any wis e. Beli eving all such to be speculative in
thei r nature and f r uitf ul sources for corrupting th e church. In r e­
lation to Free Masonry we recommend to our brethren who already
be attached to that fraternity to immediately withdraw th erefrom,
and when brethren leave the. church and join that fraternity, they are
not such as follow after the things that make for peace and things
wherewit h on e may edify another, Rom. 14 :19, and as such, unless
they manifest a suitable repentance and immediately withdraw there­
from, and make suitable acknowledgments, shall be rejected from
the fellowsh ip of the church.

17. We recommend to the churches composing this bedy to re­
ceive members that went off with the missionaries and all other Bap­
ti st s at the t ime of their separation from us providing they bring sat­
isf a ct ory evdence of legal baptism with a suitable confession of
f ai th, and not otherwise -in disorder, and not to receive any who have
been baptized by them since said se paration onl y by ex perience a nd
baptism.

18. This As soc iation holds that if the un ion be broken between
a nv of th e churches and the breach cannot be healed to withdraw
fr~m th em that may be deem ed unsound in faith -or immoral in prac­
t ice until they be remove d.

6
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ELDER E . R. RHODEN, Moderator.
J : M. CLARK, Cle rk.

, .

1£1. T o invite visiti ng brethren f r om siste r Assoc ia tions of our
faith and order 't o seats with us.

20. To keep a correspondence .with other Associations of the
same faith and order, so that a chain of communication may be pre­
served throughout the denomination.

21. If any member shall break the rules of this Decorum he
sha ll be reproved by the Mod erator.

22. Th ese rules sha ll be read at eve r y Association prior to en-
tering on business. . . '

23. Th e rules of this decorum may be altered or amended at
• any time by a majority of three-fourths of the Association.

ELDER E. R. RHODEN, Mod erator.
. J. M. CLARK, Clerk.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We beli eve in one onl y true and living God, and that .t her e
'a r e three in the God-hend-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

2. W e bel ieve th e Scriptures of the Old and New T estaments
are the wr it te n wo r ds of God by ins pi rati on and is our rul e of f a it h
and practice.

3. W e beli eve in th e doct ri ne of ete rna l and particular eleco .
tion.

4. W e beli ev e in the doctrine of original sin.
5. We beli ev e in mail's impotency to r eco ver himself from t he

state he is in by nature or of his own free will and ability.
·6. W e beli eve that sin ne rs are justified in the sig-ht of God on­

ly by the imputed righteousness of Christ.
7. We beli ev e that God"s elect shall be called, regenerated and

sanctified by the Holy Ghost. .
8. W believe that the saints shall persevere in grace and not

finally fall away.
9. We believe that baptism awl t he Lord's Supper, and wash­

ing of the sa ints' f eet, are ordinances of J esus Christ, and that true
believers a re th e onl y subjects of these ordinances, and that the onl y
true baptism is by imme rs ion .

10. We. beli eve that the punishment of the wicked will be ev­
erlasting.and th e jo ys of the ri ghteous sha ll be et er na l. .

11. '''' e beli eve that .-no minister has the ri ght" to th e adminis­
tration of the ordinances onl y such as are r egularly called and come
under th e imposition of t he hands of th e presb ytery.

12.
1

We ueli eve in th e r esurrection of th e de ad and a ge ne r al
j udgme nt .
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Live Oak__ __ __ _ J. M. CLark, E. R. Rhoden __ J . M. Clark, J . R. Taylor__.___

Pleasant Grove ;
Doerun, Ga.

W. W. Dorminy, J. B. Monk__W. W. Dorrniny, T. J. Davis ____

Bethsaida ______
Moultrie, Ga.,

I. E. Tucker, G. W. Horn __ ___G. W. Tucker, A. L. Pearce ___

l\1t. Zion ___'___ _
Moultrie, Ga., Rt. 1

Davis____ T. S. Barrow ___________ ____ _T. S. Barrow, T . J.

Sa rdis ___ ____ __
Coolidge, Ga., R. 1

G. J. Chitty, J. N. Joiner_____C. A. Hires, A. L. Pearce __ -

Harmony_______
Berlin, Ga., R. 1

Godwin ., F. M. Renfroe, G. W. HollowayS. N. Chapman, W. H.

BetheL ___ _____
Barwick, Ga.

J. W. Rog ers, A. L. Pearce ___ J. W. Rog-ers, J. M. Rogers __ _

Pl easant Hill , __
Boston, Ga., Rt. B

J. L. Taylor, E. R. Rhoden __ E. R. Rhod en , A. L Pearce ___
Moultrie, Ga.T y Ty __ __ __ ___ W. T. Dean, A . L. P earce ___ W. T. Dean, J. R. Willi s ____ _
Ty Ty, Ga.

Mt. Pisgah ____,_ W. E. Chastain, J. W. Gardner, J. W. Gardner, O. J. Beasley__
<9chlocknee, Ga.

C. M. Rob erts, L. H. Rob erts __Rocky Creek___ _ C. M. Roberts, W. R. Akers ___
Omega, Ga. R. 2

01 01 0 0101011140111$1o·10118t in Aug.

o 0 0 01 21 1 / 01391 2110.0012nd in Sept.

o 1 0 0/ 011 '0
1

1162 3/11.45 /3r d in Sept.
I . ,I

o 0 01 011 0 1130 1 3.00 1st in Sept. 00

o 0 0 0 0 3 1 /51 1 4 10.00 4th in Sept.

I 1 I I • I I I I
2 11 01 0 3 01 1 631 41 9.25 14th in Aug.

I I I I '
1 0 0 0 0 411 33 1 \ 6.5011Rt in Sept.

o 0 0 0 0 1 0 /24 31 5.00 3;d in June

010 010 0 010[37 21 8.40\2nd in Sept.

21 0 1/ 1 1 11 1124 11 5.50 1 1st in .:k1ly
I I I I I I I I l I

01 O! 01 21 01 11 21181 31 8.00 1 3rd in Sept.

~ 1 2/1 /1 / 7110/ 7 !42~ 1 1$87.201

Receiv ed from J. M. Clark $20.00 for Printing' Minutes
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