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WHAT anyo n c ge ts
in the habit of

r eading will det er mine
ve ry Iargely what h e
will accom p lish in life.
\Vc r ealize that the
com pany one k eeps
h as a grcat in fl u cn ce
on his char ac te r, h is
aims, plan s and pur­
poses i n li fc, and so
does h is r eading. P er­
h a ps it is more CO Ill ­

mon to warn a you ng
p er so n of the company
h e k eeps that m ight
b e ruinous than the
books and literature
h e r eads.

If one r u ns with b ad
co m p any h e will b e­
co m e a part of such
com p any; and if one
reads a low cl ass of
books and literature,
it will become a part
of him.

Ho wever, if one is rooted and gr ou n de d in God's truth, an d
is se t tle d and es t ablish ed i n heart, mind, sou l and sp ir it in
that wh ich is purc, it m ay 110t b e ou t of place som etimes to read
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tha t which is erron eo us and misleading in order to warn others
ag ainst it, or to know h ow to expose its teachin gs, thereby
saving others fr om its d angerous p i tfa lls. T h is sh ou ld be th e
only reason for r eadin g such m aterial.

T here is no doubt that young p eo ple are greatly affected b y
what they r ead. If one r eads b oo k s and liter atur e that is
written by athei st s and infidel s, he may believe it to the exte nt
tha t he will become an atheist or infidcl or agno st ic. T here is

gr ave d an ger h ere.

If one r eads sex literature i t m ay b e the m eans of m akin g h im
im mor al, causing h im to p lace a very low es t imate u pon h is l ife
an d u pon the l ives and ch aracters of others. Su ch literatu r e ( ?)
sh ou ld n ever be publish ed ; but since i t is p u blished, no you th ,
or anyo ne else for that ma tt er , shou ld buy and read it. Such
publ ication s should be commi tted to the fl ames.

Anyth ing that lowers th e mind, an d excites p ass ion, and
ca uses evil thoughts to ta ke possession of a person 's m in d,
is d an gerous. W ha te ver causes anyone to lay the wron g em ­
phasis upon li fe, upon characte r, m an h oo d an d wom anh ood,
by way of book s an d literature or the company h e may k eep,
is to b e absolutely sh u nn ed .

\Ve would advise every you th to choose a cl ean, uplifting,
moral class of reading matter. In the first place, the Holy Bible
sh ou ld b e chosen above all hooks as the main Book to live b y.
Young people sh ou ld cher ish it above all their t extbooks and
above all other books on ea r th . To leave it out of one's study,
out of one' s life, is a mistake that will even tua lly prove fatal
and eve r las tin gl y defeating.

Every youth sh ould cher ish that which leads to the best and
highest in life in various ways. His r eading is no exception.
P ersonally speak in g,.I was blessed in early life to choose books,
along with the Bible, that were constructive instead of de­
structive. This holds good along the class of literature I sou gh t
to read. It has meant so much to me across the years of my
life. As a writer m yself, it has greatly helped m e to give my
country articles, poems, se r m ons , truths and books that God
has blessed. I'm not ashamed nor afraid to meet m y r eaders
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The Man at the Center
One day in Seattle I took a ti ny girl crippled fro m polio into the

playroom of a great department store t o sta y while I went on an
errand. The center of attraction was a la rge re volving floor. Wh ile it
was stationary the children cho se places upon it and each attempted
to build the highest t ower he could with the blocks sup plied hi m.

I took my li tt le charge to the cen te r and t elling her to stay close
to the man at the controls, I went about my errand. Wh en I re tu rned
th e floor was revolving at high sp eed. The children who had stayed
near the edge were being thrown clear off the floor; those farther in
were far ing som e better, ac cording to their dista nce from the cen te r ,
bu t eve ry tower had fall en an d eve ry chi ld had a t leas t be en thrown
to th e floo'l:- excep t one. The lit tl e lame girl "close t o the ma n" at
the contro ls, who had help ed her build her "tower " wi sely, stoo d
erect a nd with her building intact, as she gaz ed wide-eyed at t he
destructi on about her. When she ask ed me why she had not fal le n,
to o, I a ns wered over her head to my own hea rt, th at those. wh o stay
close to " the Man" at the center cont ro ls and have Hi s help in build­
ing the ir "towers," don't f a ll. It is those wh o do not stay close to
Him who fail, and wh ose life efforts come to naught in the end.

- F ra nces E . Siewer t

anywhere, because I have ear nestly en deavored to bless them
through my writings.

If a you th r eads and feeds on trash, h e will Iikcly -go with
the trash y crowd. That is the crowd that l ives and revel s in sin
an d wickedness. If he feeds on wh olesome books and lite r ature,
h e will go with the best of people. T h ey will b e his chosen
com p an ions .

Remem ber , young p eople, th a t what you read and take into
you r mind and h eart becomes a part of you . Be careful wha t
you ch oose at the newsstands, the book stores and the li brari es.
It might be advisable someti mes to ge t someone to h elp yo u
ch oose som ething to read . Someone who is carefu l, th ou gh tfu l,
pray erful, and knows wh at to ch oose for your good. It is
advi sa ble to su bscribe to good, clean, sound, moral papers and
m agazines that may be coming into your hom e. Money spent
for su ch p ublicat ions is well spen t . :Let m e em phasize this poin t :
B e an honest, en thusiasti c render of the best boo ks an d litera­
ture. You ar e what you read!
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"I'm Keeping Clean for Her"
I NTROD UCT OR Y: We a re reading EO mu ch these days about " the

New Morality" and the " double s tand a rd." Th e mod ern worldly
woman wh o wants the "double sta ndard" means that she wants the
same fre edo m to SIN as the man ha s.

We be lieve in a double standard all right-but a diff erent kind.
The stand ard is "double" becau se it is required of man AND woman.
And the standard is hi gh and good-it r equires that BOTH of the
sexes be clean and chaste morally.

Young man, God requ ir es you to be just a s cha s te whe n you m arr y
as He re quires of your bride ! Read th e foll owing account.- Ed it or

"I'M KEEPING CLEAN FOR HER"
A group of Americ an artists were livin g together in R om e,

finishin g their stu dies . An old man of wea lt h wa s a sor t of
fa ther to th em, for they wer e all wh a t he once h oped to be, but
cou ld not be in the world of art. \Vhen h e was denied th at
hope, he tu r ned to b us iness an d m ade a fortune and was spen d­

in g it freel y in h elping yo ung artists.

The old man noticed one young fe llow in th e group of Amer­
ica ns who k ept h imself aloof from others when th ey planned
and indulged in r evel ings, which th ey ca lled " ce lebr at io:ls ."
They seem ed to look for an ex cuse, and a half excus e wa s good
for a h ilarious dr inking celebration. This young m an was a
regula r fe llow and the old man noti ced that the en tire gro u p
had respect fo r h im , and when in tr ou ble, as they oft en were .

they all tur ned to h im first.

Two years passed and the ol d m an observe d that the yo ung
ar t ist n ever lowered his id eals though he was away from h omc
restraints, and in Ho me. T he old man wa nted to know what i t
wa s that h eld this you ng stu dent to his ideal s. W h at was the
st rength of his purpose? So one Sunday evening while the
group wa s celeb r a ting, the old man decided h e would find ou t.
Since the you ng man wa s alone, it wa s easy to get him to go on
a long walk to the "seve n hills of Rome." Just at su nset when
a beautiful, cr imson, golden mountain range of clouds massed
it self above the western horizon, they stood in sile nc e for te n
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"Coal" Love

_...._--

minutes looking down upon the city, hushed by the sublime
heauty of the sunset. The old man broke the sile nce.

" John, I have wa tched you for two years, withholding your­
self from wild parties. I know there is someth in g in your life
that h elps you do that. What is it?

The boy looked up into the old man's face, then lifted his
eyes wes tward , pointed his finger-"Do you see that sunset over
westward? Beyond the mountain of cr ims on clouds li es Amer­
ica; and in a little vill age over there is a quiet little home, and
in that home lives a girl I love. I am keeping myself clean
for h er." - Selecte d

]6 ;;J1[arch , .1.965

" J ames, dear, will you brin g up a scuttle of coal from th e
cell ar?" said a busy wife.

" Th at's just the way with you," said James, with a frown, as
he pu t down his book and r ose from the arm ch air .

" J us t the way with me?"
" Yes !" he sn ap ped. " As soon as you see me enjoying myself,

you have someth ing or other for me to do. Didn't you see I
was ab sorbed in m y readin g? "

" Well , dear, I will do it myself."
"Yes , and tell everybody-you r mother esp ecially-that you

have to carry you r own coal up from the cell ar . No, I'll do
it. Let m e mark my place."

So he marked the place in the book at which h e had ceased
reading, and when h e went down to the cellar, grumbling all
th e way, sh e picked up the volume and found it wa s a love
stor y, and th at th e p assage he had been ab sorbed in wa s this:

"M y darling, when you are my wife, I will shield and
protect' you from every care. The winds of h eaven shall
not visit your fac e too roughly; those pretty hands
shall nev er be soi led by m en ial tasks; your wish sha ll
be my law ; your ha ppiness . . ."

Just then h e reappeared, and dropping th e scuttIe upon the
floor, said, "There' s yo ur coa l! Give me my hook."-Selected



BRU CE OBERST

Anchorage, Alask a

T wo dev as ta ting t r-a gedies of major proport ions have, in the
Providence of God, come to the shores of these U nited States. Read
the following on -the-spot r epor t s.

A askan Earthquake

Y outh 's Living Ideals

THE DAY was March 27 th [1964] . .. commonly known as
" Good Friday" .. . the Friday before " E aste r Sunday." It is
k nown by much of the r eligious world as a "Holy Day." . . .

But in An chorage, Alask a, our p resent home, that date is now
known as "Bad Friday." For on that day at 5 :3'6 p. m. the
strongest ear th qu ake eve r r ecorded in North Amer ic a hit i n
South-Central Alask a . . . and at this writing 'm an y of our
neighbors are still digging out of the rubble.

Ou r family was about to sit down to supper. The m ini st e r 's
wife from Palmer, Mrs. Haddenham, had been invited over
for dinner that ev ening, and we were conversin g about the
com ing Su m mer Bible Camp as we sat in the living room.

Then it happened.

The house began rocking gen tly at fi rs t-as though it were
a ship on a m ildly rolling sea. But soon the rollin g mot ion
bec ame greater and gr eater and GREATER! Before long there
was a ser ies of seve re and violent shakings.

I could hear the birch trees lashing against one another
outs ide in our yard, as if they were having a terrific fi st -Fight.
\Ve st ar ted for the door, but got no farther th an the corner,
wh ere we ju st huddled down and waited for the outcome.

By now th e hous e was pitching, reeling, and staggeri ng like
a drunken m an. Absol utely EVERYTHING in th e house that
cou ld p ossi bly fa ll down, DID fall d own !

I never dreamed a h ou se on a sol id fo undat ion could fee l so
unstable, and I recall righ t durin g the quake thinkin g how good
it was to know that we were Go d's ch ild ren . One could eas il y
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have imagnied that the wo rld was eo ming to an en d ri ght then
and ther e ... and that thought DID ente r my min d.

In the kite hen, the wife's ready-to-serve meal wh ich had been
h ot-on-the-sto ve, wa s no w very u nready-to-serv e an d h ot -on-th e­
flo o r ! All the cupboards opened u p and yielded the ir con ten ts
.. . li terally throuiing things out on th e fl oor.

W hen it was fi n all y over , we staggered outsi de. Many other
people h ad fled out of thei r hous es. For a few moments there
was comple te si lence, as people just stoo d in utter d ismay and
unbel ief. I was ce r t a in our h ouse would b e setting several feet
fr om its fo u n dation, bu t so mehow it came down wh er e i t
went u p-in spite of it s girations. Ou r chimney was the only
one in ou r b loc k that was left standin g.

T h e Government H ill E lemen ta ry School, where Gail, our
seven year old daughter, was a student in the second grade,
[suffered h eav y d amage ]. A por tion b roken off by th e qu ak e
opens u p into h er very cl assroom! ' Vhat a blessing that sch ool
wa s n ot in sess ion at the ti m e!

The chureh build ing h ere in A nc h orage is located just OBe
hlock fr om [t he school] an d also one block from two houses
that we re also demolished by the quake. Except for very minor
damage, it carne th rough unscathed.

In fact, it is a matter of particular gr at itu de of the church
here, that none of the Ch r isti ans were se r ious ly h armed by
I h e quake, nor wcro any of their homes extensively damaged.

If you could see this cit y- bloc k after block of which wa s
totally deva stated-you too would b e grateful. The Turnagain
area of town, where many of the rieh and wealthy of the city
lived, appears, now like a great plowed field, with "furrows"
som et imes more than a hundred feet de ep. It u sed to be call ed
"Turnagain B y The Sea," but n ow it would b e better named,
"Turnagain IN the Sea," as many of the house s were swe p t
righ t into Cook Inlet by the quake and the sl ides whieh resulted.

Downtown , it almost seemed that God had decided to wipe
out som e evil ... fa st! A large theatre and seven or eight
taverns located on 4th Ave. (t h e main street of Anchorage ) were
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Eye-Witness Account of Flood Devastation

JAMES RICHARD BE-RRI'
Eureka, California

Our brother Richa rd was serv ing in th e Coast Guard in th e stricken
area of northern California, and we fe lt his account (in a personal
letter) of some of th e conditi ons migh t be of inter est to our
readers.-Editor

youth's Living Ideals

literally swallowed up in a great yawning chasm that opened
up along about six blocks of the street.

One would think, after su ch a t rem en dou s display of the
power of God, that many people-young and old-would now
b egin to think more se r ious l y about t h ei r souls, the brevity of
life, and the n earnes s of death to all of u s. But with rare ex ­

ception, this is not the ca se. ,"

In I'act, immediately after the quake, there wa s more drink­
ing and drunks than eve r . . . and An co r age citizens drink
more alcoholic b everages per p erson than a ny city in our
country exce p t Washington, D. C. But I b eliev e the Christians
h er e- th e young peoplc included-were sobered by the quake,

- Re-pI'inte d from AN CHOR, Ottumwa, Iowa

"Because it is GODLY sorrow, not nat ural sorrow, that works
rep entance. And it is not so much God's power in judgment that
br ings repentance but "the GOODNESS of God leads you to re-
pen tance." (R om. 2:4b)-Editor \//1/ If ,

Northvvestern Flood

. . . We received a reca ll 0 11 t h e nigh t of Janu ar y 4, an d
we go t underw ay very q u ic k ly, due to a t idal wave warn ing

from the direction of th e Aleu t ian I sl ands. \V e stood b y out­
side the b ay entrance until th e alert was called off, the ear th ­
quake in Siberi a having, fortunatel y, fail ed to cause dis­

astrous r esults.

In the m eantime I was plotting weather and ch ar t ing the
cou rses of the storms which we re hitting our area at the par­
ti cular time, and thr ee o r four more we re building up and
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moving III toward th e northern California area . They all
r eached us, plus two or three after them, with Humboldt ,
Mendocino, Del Monte, and Trinity Counties lying .d ir ectly
in their path. T here were days of high winds with gusts up to
70 m.p.h ., st eady about 50 m .p .h., driving, h eavy rain. The
st ream s and rivers were b ecoming swollen , but the worst flood­
ing seemed to come rather su d denly.

Before we knew i t we were r estric ted to the sh ip, ready to
ge t underway. The areas north and sou th of us were flooded ,
bridges were out, p cople were str an ded on is lan ds and in
mountain cab ins . For hours we had a boat out in the flood
area , sen t r elief crews, e tc . There were seve r al people who
were st r an ded on an island at the mouth of E el R iver, called
Co ck Robin I sland. Our boats and the Coast Guard helicopter
finally got them all off. But for those taken off by h el icopter
th ere wa s tragedy. The helicopter faile d to com mu n ica te with
us at its prescribed intervals.

After a t ime it became eviden t that, unless it was a r adio
failure, she had been forced down or cr ashed . It wa s last seen
on the coast north of h ere. We searched along the rugged ,
sce nic coasts thirty miles northward, back and forth for two
flays and nights, using our search ligh ts a t night. \Ve ev en se n t
in our sm all boats to search closer inshore among the offshorc
rocks and along the cliffs. But nothing was fo und .

All thi s time there were high winds and cold, miserable
weather. Planes were grounded hecause of the conditions. But
not so a fr ie n d of the pilot of th e missing helicopter. H c flew
u p f rom San Francisco an d was grounded by the Arcata Air­
po rt, but took off for the search northward against orders. H e
was the fi,rst to spot the wreckage about four miles off th e coast
in very r ugged terrain . Ground search parties were organized,
and for days, despi te a sco uring sear ch , t h e h elicopter was not
re-located. Then came the d ay of the b ig effort-from 200 to
300 search ing. T here was considerable anxiety abou t fin ding
it as soo n as possible, fo r some of them might h ave been
al ive and in need of ai d .

I volu n teered fo r th e fifteen-man party leaving our ship . We

irarch. 1.965 169



were not se arc h ing long before the wreckage wa s again spo tte d
by air. Gr oun d p arties we re directed to the sce ne by a h overing
helico pter. A trail h ad to be h acked thr ough th e thick u n der ­
brush before we cou ld r each it, cr as hed ther e b esi de a fall en
lo g, just one h undred fee t f rom the mountain top. A l ittle
more and th ey would h ave m ade it. T hey were all dead . To
see the baby b r ough t out was the worst. . ..

T h is flood is said to be the greatest in this n ation's h is to ry.
It well may be. T h e K lamath and Smith R ivers in the northern
counties caused immense damage and isol at ed m an y areas.
In Oregon, Gove r n or Mark Hatfield sai d it wa s th e worst
di sast er eve r to hit that state . More immediatel y to the north
of u s, the Mad R iver flooded areas just nor th of Eureka, wit h
the K lamath R iver bridge out so there was no way ou t to the
north. Swollen st reams and landsli de s effectively block ed th e
hi ghways ac r oss the moun tain s to the interior. O f cou rse, all
this time I was restric te d to the ship , and felt great concern for
m y little f am ily from the flood an d hi gh wi nds. But we have
much to b e thankful fo r . \Ve, u nlike m an y others, were safe.
The exte n t of our discomfort was in co nvenience, se pa ra tion

an d anxiety.

We were isolated to th e sou th , caus ed by th e fl oo d in g of Ee l
and Van Duzen Rivers. T here was devastation and de b r is
everywhere. Many of the p eople were homel ess. All of th ese
cou n t ies, especially Humboldt, were isolated from the outside
world . The only wa y out wa s by sea or air. Supplies were
becoming scar ce in the stor es, and the Navy se n t the aircraft
carrier Bennington to assist in bringing su pplies,

I t is su r p r is in g how eve n a sh or t interrup tion in transporta­
tion an d supply can throw civilized l ife into d isarray.

Lucy an d I and .th e b oys just took a drive over the valley
flooded b y th e Eel R iver through Fer n bridge, Ferndale, across
the mountains to th e sea and the mouth of th e E el. I n the Eel
River V alley we saw asphalt st r ips and ch unks lying about
the fi elds, str ipped r ight off the roads by the force of the flood .
\V e saw sever al over-tu rned houses, cr us hed an d r u ined. Some
places it looked like so mebody _had b een dropping b ombs. I ~
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PRISON--For Chrlstlcn Youth in Russia
Excerpts from " Ru ssia's Cold 'Val' on Christians," in

Moody Mon thly, Dec., 1964.

. . . The cold war is new in i ts intenstity, not in its intent.
Mo re th an three years ago th e June, 1961, Congress of the
Central Committee of the Com m u n is t party spelled out an
unmistakab le purpose: " F or the fir st time the p arty assig ns to
itself the task of liquidatin g religious prejudices in the m ind
of every believin g person . Str uggle against r eligion is the u r gent
ta sk of ou r times."

Obviously during the following two years Communist leaders
wer e not satisfi ed with their progress. Thus at the end of 1963
the Ideological Commission of th e party's Central Committee
approved the new and m or e severe policy now being en forced .
Its ramifi cations are varied, intensive and singular in purpose:
to elim inate all religion fro m Russia and to do this as soon as
possible . lA nd that sam e purpose is at work in the U.S.-G. B . ]

The new decree, published in full earlier this ye ar, spelled
out a many-sided program calling among other things for:

Cr eation of an Institu te of Sci ent ific A the is m to coordinate the
drive, train workers and conduct nationwide "scientific" con fe r ­
enC2S a nd seminars . All the academic ins t it ut ions a re to be ut ili zed.

Introduction of compulsory courses in athei sm for all students
at all universities, med ical , agricultural and no rmal schools.
St udents are to be required to pass examinations on this subject.
Maj ers in atheism are to ha made available.

Or gani za t ion of courses by the ideological departments of the
Central Committee controlling ind us t r y and agriculture to teach
others to prop a ga te atheism.

Establishment of schools and clubs to study atheism, es pecia lly
in ar ea s whe re peopl e a re thou g ht to be r el igi ous.

P roduction of more a the istic films and lite ra tu re, esnecially
literatu re for Chr is t ia ns, and es tablishme nt of a theistic libra ri es.

Sur-veys of every vill age, cit y and collective f ar m in the Soviet
Union to determine rel ig ious interest. These a re to . for m the
ba sis for a program of intensive personal work among Chris ­
tians, inclu ding enlis tme n t of believers in clubs and schools for
re-educat ion in atheism.

. . The January, 1964, issu e of Science and R eligion, the
Sovie t publication for promotion of athei sm , r eported that
during 1961 and 1962, the 'governm en t printed 667 different
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hooks and booklet s on atheism . These h ad a total di st r ibution
of eleven million copies . In one recent ye ar twenty-four new
hook s on athei sm were p u blis hed for ch ildren alone. [!].*

· . . R eports speak of new persecution s. On e tells of a number
of yo ung Russians who upon their di scharge from the Sovie t
army demanded their theoretical righ t of rel igiou s liberty-a
right which the Soviet cons t it u tion claims to give its people. As
a result, these m en were THROW N IN T O PRISON .

"Please pmy fo r us becaus e tIle are livin g in very difficult
t imes when m any of our brethren are in prison and many
others expect the same fate at any m oment," says a letter
carried out of Russia by a visitor and later sent to missionary
radio station: HCIB in Quito, Ec uador. "The young peo ple
here are especially active in the proclamation of the gospel . W e
are glad for their courage and self-sacri fi ce in the wo rk of God.
T his is especially true h ere in the Uk raine:" ,

· . . A writer in the newspaper Leningradskoi Pravda. for Au g.
7 of this ye ar (1964) com plains ab ou t a Christian engin eer
em ploy ed in a fa cto ry. T h e ar ti cle repor ts that the Chr istian's
fellow workers have tried to ch ange h is f aith th rou gh at h ei sti c
lectures but have finally given u p and are leaving him alone.
T h e writer ob ject s that this man is con tinuing to work at th e
factory and is witnessing for Ch rist .

· . . T her e are, of course, no Christian radio stations nor
Christian radio programs originating in R ussia its elf. There are
no for eign missiona ries, no Ch ristian youth clubs, no Christian
sum m er camps or Bibl e con fe rence groups . T here are no
Christian pu blishing houses nor any of the ot h er Ch ristian
organizations w h ich we in A m erica depend upon.

· . . TEACH ING, r eligio n to you ng p eople is st r ic tly for­
bidden. " T he teach ing of religious do ctrines in sta te or private
inst itutions of learning, as well as the organization of religious
stu dy groups for ch il dre n, or picnics or playground groups for
rel igiou s instruction, is punish ed by the law," say the Soviet

*And still our school administrators are traveling to Russia to learn
from this godless nation how to "improve" OUR educational system !

- Editor, G. B.
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booklet, Freedom of Cons cience in the USSR. " T h ose under
th e age of 18 may not be members of reli gious organiz atio ns,
and do not have the right to participate in ch urc h services or
religious ceremonies of any kind."

The Com m unists are care ful to explai n that fr eedom of
conscience do es not ex tend to yo ung p eople. In the final
analys is childre n in Russia d o not belon g to their paren ts but
to the sta te; thus the state can do wh at it w ishes with them.
T here have been cases where children have been taken fr om
Christian homes by govern men t of ficials and placed in state­
run at heistic orphanages because the children were being
taug ht Christianity too ef fec tive ly in their own homes. [!]
T h is was on e of the com plaints of the grou p of Christians who
tried to gain political asy lum in the United States em bassy in
iVloscow more than a year ago: the Soviet govern men t was
taking their childre n awa y from them .

. . . In Russia there is ab solutel y no social advantage or pres­
ti ge in becoming a Chr ist ian . In fact, humanly speak ing, there
is every social and material di sadvantage in the world attached
to such a step . The person who becomes a believer potentially
deprives himself of eve ry ad vantage as far as his life in socie ty
is concerned, with reference to his occupation, his con tinu ing
educ at ion and his position among his fellows.

. . . Communists themselves, in their n ew decree, speak of
the spread of Christianity in Russia, attributing it to the fa ct
that Ch r istians do much personal work. Indeed the author of
the new decr ee uses Christians as an exam ple of how Commun­
ist workers sh ould spread atheism. Children con tinue to be
taught the truth of God's Word by parents who are hold and
faithful in passing on their Christian heritage-.

Probably the most strategic sector in the struggle between
com m u!lism ' and the Christian faith is this battle being waged
by believing parents. Theirs is the difficult task of trying to
counteract the flood of atheistic teaching given their children
at school. on radio and television, in daily newspapers and
other literature, at youth clubs and in virtually every area of

~~~ ~
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A Matter of Status Seeking
You may have read Vance Packard's The Status Seekers

when it came out a few years ago. Would you believe that there
is enough interest in this subject of status-seeking for this book
to have become a runaway best-eeller ?

Status-seeking may well be our number one national pastime.
It shows up in the clothes we wear, the cars we drive, the
houses for which we go in debt, and sometimes even the
ch u r ches we ch oose to attend. Too many of us literally spen d
our lives "keeping up with the J oneses."

It's the nature of humanity, however, not only to want to
"keep up with the Joneses" but to try to get ahead of them.
And once you get involved in that rat race, it is extremely
h ar d to get out of it.

Of cou r se, it's far better never to start down this rugged and
perilous road of status-seeking. There is a basic , naked selfish ­
ness involved in it that genuinely wise and truly noble souls
will have no part of. And yet, not many among us possess such
wisdom, such nobility. The vast majority of us are obviously
infected, to a greater or le sser degree, with the virus of status­
seeking.. ..

In sp ite of this infection however, th ere is hope for us. The
essence of th at h ope is th at we wi ll have the insight to per­
ce ive the crass selfishness, the essential idolatry, an d th e u tter
fu ti lity of status-seekers. Chris t admonished us to seek first the
Kingdom of God and H is righteo usness. The hope for the
fu ture of mankind is th at by ex ample and precept we will heed
H im and teach our yo u ng to drink at the spr ings of truth, and
h onor, and duty, and integrity, and lo ve so that they will grow
u p to be " inner direct ed," an d no t "other di r ect ed" persons.

This is precisel y the p oi nt of that wonderful ve rse from the
Bible, " Be not con fo r med to this worl d but be ye transfor m ed
by the r enewing of yo u r mind." There is r eally no place for
status -seeking in the life of the transformed p erson wh o lives
in the . knowledge that "eve ry man must give an account for
himself" to God at the Judgment Day.

- Dr. F ay Val entine in Ai m

Youth's Living Ickals
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Who is wis e ? He that learns from ever yone. Wh o is powerful ? He
tha t governs his pass ion s. Wh o is r ich? He that is content.-Franklin

Dear Yo ung Friends,

Sev eral years ago wh en our R ichard wa s in th e N av y, he was
for a time in the Bremerto n, Washington harbor. On e week ­
en d h e an d a frie n d planned to go hikin g in th e snow-cove red
mountains. But at the last m inu te h is friend decided not to go.
Richar d went al one, and as I began to read his account of h is
tr ip alone, I was already fo rm ing in m y mind the scold ing h e
was to receive in my next letter to him. Didn 't h e know h e
cou ld have fallen an d been h u rt, and no one would ever know
wh at had happened, or where h e wa s, etc .? B u t as I came to
th e en d of h is letter , my worries-and m y irritation with him­
quickly vanish ed . H e said,

" It wa s an insp ir in g exper ie n ce . U p th ere, far from eve r yonc,
th er e was a solemn, almost sac red, qu ietness. I h av e sel do m
felt th a t God wa s so near to me as a t that time."

He h a d spoken of the fa ct that many of his sh ip mate s did
not feel th at they h ad had fu n u nl ess they were drink ing an d
runnin g about the streets.

Suddenly m y hea rt was at peace. How cou ld I for a mom ent
think Go d wo uld not protect one who hurl ch osen to he wit h
Him inst ead of with sinful m en.

My dear son h ad gonc to thc mountains al one. But h e had
found Go d there.

God erects a ca th cdr a l- j ust for us-if we turn away from
evil to be with Him.

See you next month, th e Lord willing.

Lovingly,

J[arch, :1965
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La ura Cockrum, 20, St uart, Va .: "We a re not to
hurt someone else just because he is tryi ng to ha rm
us. Paul wrote that we are t o rec ompense to no man
evil for evil. (Rom. 12 :17) I beli eve the boy shou ld
flee to safety and pray. W e must rem ember God is
st ill God . He deli vered Daniel and H e will del iver us."

This de partment is main ly for t h e vi ews of yo u the reader s .
Pl ease send in an y q ues t io ns yo u wo u ld like t o

s ee d iscu s s ed in th is d epartm en t.

• YOUTH PROBLEMS ANSWE RE D BY OU R READERS .

r r
Q UEST ION : "Considering such scri pt ures a s 'turn the other cheek, '

'do g ood unto them . . .' ct c., what sho uld a boy do wh en others
shove hi m around, take hi s ha t a nd th row it in the mud, etc . ?
Woul d there be differ en t things to do at different ages? "

Patricia Sa ndifer , Ili, J ackson, Miss. : "Whe n we
conside r the torture a nd pain that our Lord wen t
through fo r us, how ca n we do a nything but take
th e insu lt and hu miliation a nd wa lk on as we we re ?
We should in no way fight back. After a ll, did OUl'

Lord raise a hand to p rotect Him self wh en H e wa s
a r reste d, tried, a nd cr ucified? Not even one finger!
How then ca ll we defend ou rselves wh en we can not
possib ly suffer the agony H e suffe red !" [Nor ca n
we suffer anythi ng that He does no t a llow for our
awn goo d a nd testing .- E dito r]

Glor ia H uffma n, 17, Asheville, N. C. : "I think
everyone ex p er iences this p roblem. Bu t it a ffects
the child of God in a very differ ent way than it does
anyone else, for it worries him . I have seen pe ople
rea ct t o such treatm ent wi th a n 'T'Il-g et-even-wit h­
you !' 01' an ' I' II-teach-yo u !' a ttitud e. Som eti mes we
may be t empted t o try the sa me th ing. But if we do,
we a lwa ys f eel bad, beca use we have bee n t a ught
differently. J esu s k new we would be confront ed with
just such p roblems. So H e t old us what to do. He

sa id to ret urn good fo r evil. Oh , t oo often we g et the id ea that J esu s '
tria ls and t em ptations were of a g rander sor t than ours ! We think ,
'If th ey did t o me what they did to Hi m, I wo uld try to react in the
sa m e manner that H e did.' But do we ? Sin ce H e is Lord of lords
a nd Ki ng of kings, sure ly He knows w hat we sho uld do! Lis ten to
the words of th e One who has perfect knowled g e and understandin g:
'D o go od to them th at hate you, a nd p ra y for them which despitefully
use you, and per secute you . , . f or if you love the m which love you,
wh at reward have you ? do not even the publicans the sa me? : . , Be' ye
t herefore perfect , ev en as YOUI' Fa ther , . . is perf ect.' (Matt. 5 :44-48) "
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Winnie Seward, 16, Jackson, Miss.: "B e kind to
them. Kindness ca n be as contag ious a s meann ess.
If you a re kind, no t many people ca n resi st bein g
kind to you. However, if th ey don 't r eturn your
kindness, you sho uld do as the Bible sa ys , 'tU111
th e ot her ch eck.'''

Min ni e Jones, Richlands, N. C.: " Ho w our hearts writhe and crin ge
wh en we se e a n inn ocen t vi ctim wh ose heart cr ies a nd strives to be
hones t and loyal , brave a nd true against such devilish attac ks. In every
such ba ttle m a y yo ur confidence and faith in God your Savior J esu s
Christ ca use you to lisp a pl ai ntive pl ea to the F ather who is looki ng
on. Cry, oh he lp less one, Lord have merc y on me. H e is there. He will
deli ver. Yes, we may see even ou r own wrong a nd apolog ize fOI' the
sa me . The F a th er wh o se es all and hea r s our bre athings and crying's
in th e secret recesses of our hea rts r eward s us ope nly before a ll ."

Rodney Ross, 20, Portales, New i\lexico: "I do not
think fo rce would benefit in sit ua t ions such as have
been described . Sometimes it might alleviate prob­
lem s by showing force, but I beli eve taking the
matter to ea ch of the parents, and even It o prop er
a uthorities in th e ca se of older ch ildren, would be
more effect ive. Each person is guaranteed certain
r ight s. No one has the right to t ake these awa y. If
pa rents of today would teach their children th is
p rin ciple, I beli eve such problems woul d dissolve
into a g ood relationship of love and kindness."

Cheri Ba ldwin, Hi, and Mrs . E . O.
Baldwin, 33, F ort Worth, Texas:
"Boys up to 8 ye a rs old or so ca n
be invited in by th e mother t o pl a y
0 1' hav e a sna ck, etc. if the trouble
is in th e neighborhood. This re­
turni ng g ood f or ev il almost al­
ways works on the young ch ild."

[An d let the olde r ones, when confronted with the problem away
from hom e, seek for opportunites to show love by kindness in their
voic e and kindness in their actions, . , . Bestow a favor, etc.- Editor]

March, 1965

i\IO RE ON LAST MONTH 'S DI SCUSSION
" Should Ch r ist ian teenagers belong to school clubs? "

Kathy Bledsoe, 15, Fort Worth, Texas: " I be lieve t hat some of th e
school clubs w ould be O. K. if they are subject clubs in stead of soci a l.
Ma ny of the clubs such as Music, Ma th, Art and Science clubs are
sponsored by t eachers. In these clubs the on ly purp ose is to associa t e
wi th othe rs who are inter es t ed in the same subjects as yourself and
to lea rn mo re about the subject than is taught in class. I t hink the
soc ial clubs are wrong for Christians be ca us e they are for enter­
tairunent only and worldly activities take place."

\
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A L ETTE R TO DR. MOLNER

Smokers Take a Big Chance
AN ANSWER TO AN 11-YE AR- OLD BOY

Dear D r. Molner :

1 am a boy of 11 . My parents agree that 1 can star t smok ing
when 1 am 17 as lon g as 1 don't u sc cigarettes. Dad smokes
cig ars and th in ks 1 shou ld, too, as i t causes little st r ain on the
te eth. (I h ave very st r aig h t teeth .)

1 would p refe r a pipe. All m y friends plan to be p ipe-smokers
because th eir fathers are.

Are pipe. and cig ar -sm ok in g habit forming ? - 1. A.

Yes, p ipe-smoking and ci gar-smokin g are habit formi n g. So
arc cig arettes, sn u ff and chewing tobacco . Plus a lot of other
th in gs. But I can't think of one single item known to m an
which has proved to b e as habit forming to so many p eople as
th at one su bs tance : tobacco .

The trouble is that t ob acco doesn't do any detec tab le dam age
at firs t . Most sm okers don ' t eve n ge t sick at the first co n tac t
with it. (G oing n early 40 years b ack in my m emory I remem ­
ber a girl wh o, on a dare, sm oked a p ipe. She wa s proud of
not getting sick. But what 's that to be p rou d about? As far
as I know, she still sm okes cig arett tes, but wo u ld be bett er off
without th em .)

It takes 20, 30, 40 or even more yea rs in m ost cases before a
sm oker real izes that the habit has harmed him. T hen i t's too
late . If only tobacco caused its troubles soon inst ead of late,
the re wouldn't be any problem. N obody would sm oke.

. . . I've known p eople in their 40's an d 50's who su d denly
realized that they were abou t to die, and didn't want 10 . But
they'd taken the ch ance and they lo st....

All right, m y you ng friend, I've answered you r question.
Now you ans we r one for m e. Why do you want so much to
sm oke, anyway? Because you r dad do es? B ecause all the other
fellows' dads do?
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" A word fitly spoken is like
a pples of gOld in pictures of
sil ver. " -Pr o v er b s 25 :11

"There is that makes himself ri ch, yet has n othing : there is that
makes himself poor, yet has great ri ch es."-Proverbs 13:7

Toil not to be rich; surrender that personal ambition.
-Proverbs 23:4 (K. J . and Berkeley)

•
Be always' ashamed to catch thyself idle.

- P oor Richa rd's Almanac. Selected by Warren Berry

•
" Prayer is not a subs t it u te fo r work. A st udent wh o neglect s his

studies a nd then pra ys to God that he ma y pass his examination is
trying to make God a n accomplice to his laz iness.v-c-W. E. Sang st er· .

"A ma n sho uld live so ·tha t anybody speaking evil of hi m will
become known as a lia r. "-The Country Parson (Fort Worth P r ess )

The best way to show that a stick is crooked is not to argue about
it, or sp end your time denouncing it, but to lay a strait stick along­
side of it. -Dwight L . Moody

LOOK FOR IT IN THE NEXT ISSUE-

• God, Uncle Sam, a nd You
We a re taught from chi ldhood NO T to figh t . Then when we get

older we a re taught we are heros if we kill in a. se nse less wa r .
Watch for this thought -provoking article.

If our wills are pli ant to God' s will; if we know and do God's will ,
are we not to that small, infinit esimal degr ee, think ing as God thinks ?

•
Self reliance is the habit of trusting t o on e' s se lf without dep ending

on the help of other s.
It

It is a big mi stake to think you are working f or someone else. Try
to r ealize that someone is paying you for working for yourself.

-Odd Mom ents

I buy the theory, evolved at long last, that the only good

way to stop smoking is for parents not to sm o k e . That takes

several generations to do. I myself quit smoking much too late.

My youngsters sm oke. If I hadn't, maybe they wouldn't. "

I'd suggest you forget the whole idea. It is youngsters like

you at whom the campaign about the evil s of sm o k ing is being

directed. -Joseph G. M oln e r, M . D.



HAPPINESS? ... JOY? . .. SECURITY?

" I wouldn't be a Christian for anything. They don' t h ave
much fun. They don't find joy an d pleasu re in th in gs I li k e
to do. "

~bt ~uib£ jiook
PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING

BY THE EDITOR

Y outh's Living Ideals

Yo u are righ t! The Christi an 's "ple asure" and " joy" h as
been spoiled. That is, the plea su re an d joy h e once found in
wordly participation.

A child may find great pleasure in r iding a " h obby horse"­
pretending it is a real li ve horse. But let that child then ride
a REAL ho rse or po ny an d h e sees what " joy" r eally is ! This
is not " prete nd"! The THRILL foun d in riding the real horse
or pony by far outsh ines the fun h e had found previously in
riding the hobby horse.

So it is with the Christian. Worldly joys are em p ty--only
" prete n d." They lack depth. REAL joy is just not found in
worldly " ple asures." But the Christian has a JOY that is
unspeakable. He has food-he has " meat to eat that [the world ]
knows not of." ! H is joy is spir itu al- an d it is real. It is not
counte rfeit or preten se.

The Christian, after h e has " tasted that the Lord is good,"2
finds everyth in g that is short of the spiritu al joy in the Lord
as vanity. H e is the only one one who knows what real, lasting
joy is. . '

Does he have fun? Certainly! Living in communion with
his Lord (walking with God) is supreme " fun ." It is overflow­
ing JOY! 3 Yes, to us e modern language, "it is just out of
this world," and yet also in this world. I s is "heaven on earth"!

Young people today (and old ones, too ) feel insecure. That
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Martin Luther, wh en temptations would com e t o him t o engage in
sinful practices, simply sa id to these enticements, "Martin Luther
doesn't " live her e anymore. He's dead! Jesus Christ now live s here
in his place and He is not mterested in t hes e a llures. Thi s is the
att itude the Christian mus t t ake t owards sinful ha bits if he would
overcome them. "You .. . must cons ider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ J esu s." (Rom. 6:11)-Eternity

•
Joy is the flag which is flown from the castle of the heart wh en

the King is in r esidence t here.

References :
1. " In the meanwhile Hi s disciples prayed Him, sayi ng, Ma stel', eat.

Bu t He sa id unto them, I have meat t o ea t tha t you know not
of. " (John 4 :31,32)

2. "0 taste and see tha t the Lord is good . . ." (Psa, 34 :8a )
3. "In y ,our Name shall t hey re joice all the day : and in Your

righteou sn ess shall th ey be exalted." (Psa, 89 :16)
4. " And you are complete in Hi m, which is the Head of a ll principality

and power ." (C ol. 2 :10)
5. " If God be f or us, wh o can be against us ?" (Rom. 8 :31b)
6. " . .. be filled with the Spirit: Speaking to yourselves in psal ms

and hymns and spiritual songs, s inging and making melody in
your heart t o the Lord." (Eph, 5:18b, 19)

"'00'"

is the main rea son they feel the pressure of "foll owing the
crowd." There is a certain secu rity in being a part of the " h er d,"
even though the herd might be st am pedin g to destruction.
But the Chr istian is secure in Christ. Christ fills his EVERY
need. H e is as secure as Christ Himself. H e is " com p lete"!
in Christ . H e is IN Christ and Christ is in him. If the " crowd"
is agai nst the Christian, what do es it m atter as long as God
is for him r"

Read the P salms and Paul's writings and see just how happy
Ch r ist ia ns are.

50 when you see a Christ ian and think h e is unhappy, look
fo r tw o possibilities. Either you don't detect his joy because h e
is " eat in g [fea sting spiritu ally and joyously ] m eat that you
know not of ," or h e is in a state of sp ir itu al famine,-tempor­
arily out of communion with his Lord. H e may actually be
unhappy. H e may be " in the valley." But by and by Chr ist
will deliver him and h e will ag ain be " filled with the 5pirit"6­
sin ging and making m elody in his heart. Joy INCOMPARABLE!
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Mrs . \ v . J. Berry

Sore $p Is • • .

" THAT 'S a so re spot with m e! " I h eard someone make this
remark the other day, and it st ar ted me thinkin g. B y this wa s
m eant that a ce r tain su bject was cause for intense i rritation.
W e hear this r emark oft en . W e make it oursel ves too many
times. All of us have ou r "sore spots ." An d how we do try to
pro tect them! Bu t I began to wonder about these "sore sp ots ."

A sore spot shou ld not be neglecte d ! The admission of a
place that hurts admits the need for a r emedy. W hy is th at
spot sore? There is som e u n derlyin g cause for the outward
p ain.

If we h ave a sore, painful part of our body, it m eans that
th er e is some in fect ion or some forei gn object there which
ne eds to be removed. When I was a child, sometimes I would
have a little t horn in my foot . It would prick and pain, and
if not removed, infection would soon result, caus in g gr eater
pain. B u t how I would protect the p lace! N oth in g must touch
it! I tried to keep it from Mother, lest sh e would probe with
a needle u n til she found it. I dreaded the pain this caused and
fooli shly guarded the sore spot until i t would fest er and be a
painful swollen spot. Only when it t h rob bed with pain until
I cou ldn't sleep would I let it be known so that it could be
removed. T h en after Mother would remove it , allowing the
poison to dra in, how h ap p y I wo uld fe el th at it did not hurt
any more. But h ow foo lish to suffer several days with it whic h
cou ld have been preven te d by r emovi n g it at once. T he dread
of a tem por ary pain caused more prolonged suffering.

As I though t' of our "sore spots," it brought this m emory of
a foolish ch ild to m ind. We are just this fooli sh over our " sore
spots" aren't we! No one must touch them! Don't say a wo rd
about that! You just have to understand that's my sore sp ot !

W elI! But why is that spot sor e ? Well, well . . . I've just
been told so many times about the matter, that I su p posei it
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Let's you and I sh ow our maturity by no longer p etting these
"sor e sp ots !" W e can ruin our en t ire personality this way!
Let's b e big, brave people, and thank those who want to h elp
us r emove something which is hurting us so much. W e rlon"t

want any of these "sore spots" ! ~

has become a cause of great irritation wi th m e. Oh ? You've
been reminded repeatedly about this matter? This causes the
"sore spot"? Now just why do you su p pose someone li as fe lt
it necessa ry to speak to you again and again abo u t this matter
which ir r i tates yo u ? Co uld it bc that you are blaming yo u r
irritation on the wron g thing? P erhaps the real tr ouble i s
com ing from your fault wh ic h is ca us ing someone to speak
to you about it. M ay be if we cou ld r emove the cause the
remark s wh ich annoy beyon d en dur ance would stop ! Just li ke
the r emoval of the thorn cured a foolish ch ild's p ain! \Ve need
the good, sh ar p, s te r i le inst rument of self-exam in ation here .
Let's ge t down th er e and p robe u ntil we fi nd the thin g which is
caus ing th is "sore spot." \Ve can't go through life protecting
a "sore sp ot"! Someone is j ust goin g to keep on h u r ti ng it
until i t is h eal ed b y a painful r emoval.

It does hurt to fa ce a fault in ourselves which m ay bc caus ing
ou r friends and loved ones concern. Their speak ing to u s
(ru bb ing our "sore sp ot") may be a sincere attempt to h elp us
remove some fa ult imbedded decply in u s. So let 's not strike
out at them. Let them probe even if it h urts. We will be so
happy when it is no longer caus ing this "sore spot." Only
bnbies,- " sissies!"-p rotect a sore place , scream ing if you so
mu ch as look at a festering sore. Matu re people know bett er
th an this. They kn ow th ey ca n't go through lif e sh ielding a
weak , fa ulty sp ot. T hey want to get at the bottom of the matt er
quickly. T h ey realize that one qu ick pain is b etter than vca rs
of t r ying vai n ly to k eep p eople from truthfully tellin g th em
of it. Ou r warning " You must n ot touch that place- you
must not r emind m e of so-an d-so-th at 's m y sore spot" will only
in crease their conc er n . This only convinc es them that some­
thing is really wr ong which they want to cor rect.
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Nos. 53 & 54 of Fifty-Seven Reasons
WHY WE KNOW THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD

53. The teachings of th e Bible about women prove it to be
God's W ord .

Man's tendency is eith er to degrade woman to the level of
a b ea st , or (in some few ins tances) glor ify her into a u sel ess
ornament. The Bible do es n either, but presents her as man's
equ al sp ir i tu ally an d morally, his inferior physically (l P eter
3 :7 ), h is h elp m eet sociall y (Gen . 2 :18 ) , the object (i n married
life ) of his solicitous love and care an d protection. (Eph . 5 :25·
29 ) Man is placed as the head of the home with wom an acting
under his direction as his li eutenant (1 Cor. 1l:3; Gen. 3:16 ;
I Tim. 2: 12 ) , and when man is prompted by love, as the Bible
says h e sh ould be, the results of h er subject ion to him are most
happy. The husband is to " honor" his wife and " pr aise her
in the gates ."

In the Bible the r igh ts of women are gu ar de d with resp ect to
inheritan ce, to mar ri age, to divorce. The Bible teaches m ono­
gamy, and so do es away with the curse of pol ygamy and th e
h arem. The Bible places the wife and mother as queen of the
home (sh e is to " guide the house" ) , thus giving h er one of the
greates t r esponsib il ities of life. "A virtuous woman" ? H er pricc
is "far above rubies." (P rov. 31: 10 )

In many h eathen n ati ons woman is a soulless an im al, to be
bought and sold, used and abused, kicked and cu ffe d abou t.

54. Whctt th e Bible hus done for women and ch ild ren, atul

uieak and. despised groups, proves it to be God's Word.

" I n the history of humanity," says Herbert Sp encer, " th e
saddes t part concerns the treatment of women, and had we
before u s its unwritten history we sh ould find this part still
sadder ." The Hindu woman echoed the heart cry of millions of
her sisters when she prayed, "Oh God, let no more women be
born in India."

Christ is the greatest Benefactor womanhood has ever had.
It is quite evident, m en of the jury, that the God of both men
and women wrote th e Bible. - F red John Meldau
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W. W. ORR

DO YOU W ANT T O P LE ASE HIS PEOPLE ?

Let's consider carefu lly another m easurement of love. Our
quest is to d etermine the genu ine ar ticle. I k now yo u'll agr ee
with m e that there is much that passes for love which is only

cheap imitation.

This test is, do you, deep down in you r h eart, have {/. real
desire to please the fa ther and m other of your bel oved ? Now
let's cons ide r for a moment what's involve d h ere. There cou ld
be cases where you were in te reste d only in the p rincipal su b ject
himself and you would seek to have as little as possible to do
with his p eople. Lots of love affair s are ca r r ie d on en ti rely on
this basis. But let's fa ce it. This would not be the genuine
article. Love like this would be largcly charact erized b y self­
ishness, and is anathema to t r ue love. Such affairs would be
built upon the sh if t in g sands of m ere physi cal attraction and
real love is nev er ca st in this ca tegor y.

If, on the other hand, while you think very highly of you r
particular boy friend or girl friend, you are al so aware of the
fact that h e or she did not gr ow on a tree or sp r in g into exis t ­
ence by h im self, but that he was born of parents who loved and
reared b y parents who cared . If you can see that many of the
admired ch ar ac ter is t ics of your dear one were inculca ted b y
the patient teaching of his forebears, then you will naturally
begin to have an appreciation of how m uch you owe to them,

y ou see, true love is an all-embracing thin g. It's quite possible
• for you to be excee d in gly fond of your beloved and al so have

an ample su p ply of affection for the parents who gave him life .
Nor does your first love su ff er from the addition of the other,
in fa ct they complement and st rengthen one another.

This being true, you will find that there is a deep down
de sire in you r heart to please those who are near and dear to
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your sp ecial friend. You will want to do the things, and act
the part so that they will b e pleased with you. You will want
to appear you r very best in their eyes. You wiII seck to have
thei r sincere approbation.

This m ay take some conscio us effort on your part for you'll
have to r emember th at th e d ear ones of you r boy friend or
girl friend may no t know you too well . They're already su re
of h im fo r they'v e k no wn him all their li ves. But th ey're watc h­
in g you ve ry sharply to sec if you h ave those good ch ar acte r ­
istics which they feel arc so very important. B u t yo u can
sh ow' em, can't you'?

Now just to show you th e co ntrast of love that is sh allow,
se lfish and passing, the participants in this so r t of imitation
k eep to themselves, find eve r yth in g they n eed in their own
company, have little or no r egard for co nvention or cons ide r a­
tion of others and just gen er all y adopt a " go hang" a ttitude
to the rest of the world. You can easily see the insecure charac­
ter of such a foundation. N o one ever li ves com pletely to him­
self and love that is to be en du r in g can never b e built on su ch
false premises. There are other folks who must be reckoned
with an d a person is fooli sh who attempts to throw con side r a­
tion for others to the winds and live on a selfish basis.

Then too, this whole matter is a mark of the genuine quality
of love b ecause love 's primary characteristic is unselfishness.
Nor does it su ffer either in quantity or quality by being that
way. If you truly love someon e you will go to all ends to please
those whom he loves .

. . . Let u s ste p into our other realm for a moment. We've
been thoughtfully asking ourselves right along whether we
are truly in love with Christ. \Ve remember that in many
instances, it's not a question of whether we're save d or not
but how great is our affection for our Savior.

You see, salvation is a great miracle of God 's grace. It's an
in stantaneous event, though, believe me, it's of transcendant
importance. On the other hand, growth in grace is a process.
I t responds to certain stim ul i. It must needs be cu lt ivated and
watered. Periodic ex am in ation is good. \Ve sh ould often
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soberly inquire concerning the well being of our love. [And
inquire with the h ymn writer, " Do I love the Lo rd or no ?" ]

H ere then is the gauge. Do you love the p eople of Christ?
Have you gen u in e affection for the sain ts, the brothers and ,
sis ters in the Lor d ? Do yo u love those wh om Christ loves?

I am well aware that there are many p eople in the Ch r istian
life who are eas ily loved. They ·h ave the qualities that are
grea tly to be desired and you fi n d you rself naturally drawn to
th em . It isn't a difficult t ask at all to admit that you love
these people.

But this may not be the determining fa ctor. You may be
ca lled upon to love people who are u nlovely and that m ay be
puttin g i t mildly. But do you find you rself lo ving them for
Christ's sake? That is the u nderlying quest ion .

Nor does this extend m erel y to the " nice peop le" of ou r
ch u rches. T h ere are people of oth er races an d other stations in
life who are God's children to o, bu t who possibly live on a
vastly different sca le th an yo u do. Cou ld yo u find yo urself
h avin g an affection for th em, as well ? . . .

In oth er wo r ds, a mark of true affection for Christ is a dee p
perseverin g and complete love fo r the people of God. . . .

Now don't thr ow u p yo u r h an ds and cry th at su ch love
can never b e yo urs. On a n atur al scale th is might be t rue, hut
we're not working on a natural scale. It's a supernatural love
we're dealing with, and it 's a love which God by His own
H and has planted an d will cu ltivate deep in ou r h ea r t of
hearts. We who love Ch rist will ce r tainly love those whom

Ch rist lo ves.
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- Art w ork by M lld r ed B r ock

The Story of a Black Beetle

Youth's Living Ideals

----------

/ .'

~;..---' -- - - - -

•

A VERY STRANGE THING, I su p pose my r ea ders to th in k ,
to write a story abou t. \Vh o has not seen a beetle? An u gly, u n ­
comfor t ab le-look in g cr ea tu re cr awling over the floor with it s
fat body and its sh or t leg s. One ca n underst and the love people
have for butterflies an d gloww orms , and other little cr ea tures of
that kind, b u t I sh ou ld think the chil d wa s never yet born who
cou ld make a pet of a black beetle.

And ye t it is about a black beetle that I am H O W going to
tell yo u . A ce r tam b eetle, which sh owe d so much sagaci ty as
fairly to astonish m e, and draw wa rm com m en dat io n eve n
from his enemies. If I had not heard the story on the very best
authority, I am not su re that I could have believed it myself,
but I can assure m y readers that it is quite true.

A friend of mine had a kitchen and cell ar underground
which were infested with these troublesome in sect s. You might
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have thought that all the beetles in the area h eld council there,
so numerous were they. Of course h e wished very much to get
rid of them, b u t this was no ea sy matter. Howev er many Hetty,
the h ousem aid, might captu re one night, there were sure to ' be
quite as many there the next. Poison was tried; but no, the
creatures were far too wide awake to eat that; they were not

going to be taken in that way!

My fr ie n d, however, b eing a man of scie nce, wa s not eas ily
di scouraged. At length, h e devised a plan which seem ed likely
to succeed , Late one nig h t h e went into the kitchen, and
scattere d on the floor a chemical powder, the scen t of which
he believed would stu pefy the insects as they crept along with
their noses on the floor, and leave them half dead and se nse­

less, so that they cou ld ea sily be destroyed.

And, su r e enough, th e next morning they were lying senseless
on the floor, just r eady for H etty to sweep up.

That night the experimen t wa s tried again ; but what was
my friend 's amazement an d di smay to di scov er next morning
that his l ittle scheme had been detect ed. One large beetle,
indeed, was wa lking ca u tious ly along, right through th e powder .
But how shou ld you think h e wa s walkin g? AC TUALLY ON
HIS TWO HIND LEGS, with his head lifted as far as possib le
from the floor, so that the powder had not the desired effec t.
Ho w m y fri end afterwards m anaged to get rid of his trouble­
some ten ants I need not say, but I can t ell you that it wa s of
no use, after the first night, to put down the powder.

Now, do you think that was a very wise black beetle? With·
out at all commending or admirin g his ch a r ac ter as a whole,
I think we must all admit that in this one thing h e act ed
prudently, and in a manner worthy of our imitation. Str ange
teacher as a black bee tle may seem to be, I r eally think we
might learn a lesson from the conduct of this one; even as
great King Solomon lea rned a lesson from the tiny ant.

You wi ll find, as you pass th rou gh life, many snares lai d to
en tr ap you. The world, evil companions, Satan, and your own
deceitful hearts, will all form devices for your r uin. And the
only way to escape sin is to wa lk through this world of sm .
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"In l eading and med itating on the above 'Story of a Black Beetle, '
I can see some beautiful truths. J ust as the beetles were stupefied
unto death by dabbling in the poi son, E,O we are prone to dabble in
and eat such poison as sin and p oisonous doctrines until we are in
a pitiful let ha rg y. Then it is a ll we can do to pitifu lly crv r-u'. t o our
Savior to come and be our Physician. May our God and Savior grant
us hea ling les t we languish and die. Praise Hi s holy Name, He is
still working, and may He ca use us to be as the wise beetle-to stand
ab ove the po ison ! I point any sin-sick soul to th e great Physician
who never loses a ca se."-Mildred Brock

where evil everywhere abounds, with great watchfulness, and
with heart and eyes raised above.

Let the ruin of others warn yo u against the powder and
deadening influence of evil. T he very nature of sin is to stupefy
your conscience, and to injure your sense of right and wrong.
Carefully guard, then, against th e first approach of temptation.
Keep as far away from it as possible. Do not for a moment
tam per with it. Let no evil h ab it, no evil thought, no va in
desires, gain the mastery over you.

My steps, I know, are on the plains of danger,
For sin is near :

But, looking up, I pass alo ng, a stranger,
In haste and fea r.

Above all, cultivate this habit of looking up. Yes, look up in
prayer and faith to the heavenly Father who so tenderly loves
you and cares for you, and who will aid your very feeblest
effort to plea se and se r ve Him [for it is H e that gives you this
will and de sire ]. Without Him you will ce r ta in ly fa il , for
the strongest of u s is weak and h elplcss, and the best of us
is sin fu l in His h ol y sig h t. Therefore, day b y d ay, and every
day, let us ask Him to direct our st eps, and to keep u s from
eve ry evil way.

B eset with snares on every hand,
In life's un certain path I stand;
Savior divine, send fo rt h Thy light,
To guide our doubting fo otsteps right.

There is not one of u s who docs not need to pray this prayer,
and perhaps there is not one of us who can afford quite to
fo r get the lesso n of the old hlack beetle.

-L. A. B. in London Christian
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NEWS ITEMS . . .

ARE ATHEISTS EVOLUTIONISTS?
T o a m a n, a ll a theist s are evolut ionist s ; hence, all com munis ts a re

(off icia lly) both atheis ts a nd evolutionist s. So are agnost ics a nd
so-ca lle d free-thinkers.-Christian Vict or y.

WAR P RISO NERS COPY, CIRCULATE HAND -WRITTEN BIBLE S-
After Cha nce llo r Ad enaur of the West Germa n Republic vis­

ited Moscow, a number of Gorman war p r isoners were r e turned
to their hom ela nd. One of these pri so ners related a n un usu al
in cid en t of how the Scriptures were circulated in Ru ssia .

When taken capt ive, a ccording to the 'Bible J ou r nal,' this
young man was successf ul in retaining hi s New Testament.
Other p risoners in the camp, hea ri ng he had a T estament, asked
permiss ion to bOlTOW it so that they could make cop ies f or their
own use. Th e absolu te dearth of paper made this an impossibil­
ity until some old cem ent sac ks made of heavy wrapping paper
were discovered.

Little by little, t en hand-written cop ies of the New Testamen t
were made se cret ly by the prisoners during their sp are time.
The cop ies were then handed ou t to other prisoners wh en th ey
met in de epes t secre t for an occasiona l meeting of worship and
prayer.-The Trumpet Press

A COM MON MILKWEED THAT DE STROYS CANCER CELLS-
Rec en tly a brief announcemen t by the Am erican Cancer

Society he ighten ed the int erest of scient ists in discovering new
botanical dru gs. A common milk wee d, the Society sa id, contains
an ac tive ing redi ent that destroys live human ca ncer cells in
a t est tube.-Burlington, N. C. Daily Ti mes News

P RESIDE NT'S I SLAND-P resident 's Isl and , named for President
Andrew J acks on a nd til s t call ed J ac kson's Isl and, is believed to
be the la r g est isl a nd in the 2,500 mi le course of the Missi ssippi
River. The is la nd, which can be reached by rail or a u tomo bile
from Memphis , Ten nessee, is twelve miles lon g. It covers
appr oximately 32,000 C.cres. Ab out 960 acres, near a harbor ,
have be en set aside as a p lanned industrial park for the cit y
of Memphis .- The Bell Tel News

THl<~ KRt~TUCKY GIANT-James D. (J im) P orter, t he Kentucky
g iant, was one of the tallest m en in the world at th e time he
liv ed , 1811-1 859, in Shippi ngport , Kent ucky. Mr. Porter's
phenomenal growth began when he was 17 years of age, and
he reache d h is f ull stat ure of 7 feet 8 inch es at the age of 24.
He onc e grew an inch in a single week. Mr . Por ter is buried
111 Louisvill e.- The Bell T el N ew s

~WISE CAN MAKE YOU SICK-A Russian sc ientist is cla im ing
that soun d ca n actually up set one's stomach. H ig h-pi t ched
vibrati ons , not hea rd by the h uman ea r , spur the f low of a cid
juices in t he stomach a nd increa se acidi t y. The t es ts were
conducted with three dogs. Th e st imula t ion fro m th e sou nd
waves was fo und to last three day s.-Good Rea din g.
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FOR THE KIDDIES

A True Story

" Ge or ge hit m e," h e answered, and as he spoke he stu ck hi s
foo t out toward m e. There were two welts as thick as m y fi nger
on his bare l eg with the blood oozing out of them.

" Did you do anything to him? " I asked.

"No, ma'am," he r eplied. " Ge or ge said if I would swe ar, h e
would not hit m e, and if I would not swe ar h e would give m e
five li ck s with his whip."

And on pushing up his clo th in g I found three more welts.

" Mam a, it hurts so bad," and then looking at his leg and up
into my face with the tears streaming down his own face, h e
sa id, " Mamm a, is that bearing the cross for J esu s? "

And upon my telling him it was nobly bearing the cross, he
dried his tears, and I never saw so happy a fa ce as his was.

- Our Mortling Guide

Y outh 's Living Ideals

One beautiful d ay in June I was sitting in the fron t yar d of
Illy home en j oy ing the sh ade and looking a t a bed of lovely
pinks, one of m y favorite flowers, when some three or four
sm all boys, from eigh t to twelve years of age, ca me up to thc
gate and called to m y little boy, who is nine years old. T he
boys said to him that it wa s time to go for the co ws.

Russell ca rne around the house and said, "Mamm a, I am
going with George aft er m y cows. I will go in the big fi eld and
get their cows first , t h un I will go out to the ridge and ge t my

two cows. '-&
I arose and went to the gate to see if the o ther boys had

waited for him, bu t they were nearly at the top of the hill,
playing among themselves and call in g to Russell to hurry up.

I did not h ear anything more of them for an hour or so.
Presently, upon lo okin g up, I saw Russell si tt ing on the front
door-st ep crying as though his heart would break.

" \Vh at is the matter ?" I asked.
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"Ask yo urselves, 'What wo uld J esu s do ?'-then be g uided, for
th is next ye a r , by your bes t a nswer to that qu es ti on ."

T ha t wa s the p ledge the m in ister asked hi s congregation t o make;
and a ch urch f ull of peopl e sat s ilen t, stunned, as t he im plications of
the idea str uck th em.

G The newspap er editor saw in a fla sh th at, if he took the pledge
and fulfilled it, his paper would be a g re a t force for g ood in the
commun ity-and hi s job wou ld be endangered. .. .

o Th e heiress knew that here was th e sp irit ual f ulfillme nt she had
been long ing for-and that her family would oppose her bitterly.. . .

e • The s uccessf ul noveli st sa w a chance to playa rol e which wo uld
win him the woman he lov ed-nothing more.. ..

• The ex ecutive rea lized that he must decide now wh ether to go on
cond oning his employers' lawbr eaking. ..

And t he minist er" knew that th e hour of his most dreadful trial
lay ah ead. .. .
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