RY OF YAHWEH"

v

George Braswell, Jr, 0ld Testament Interpretation
s

May 5, 1959 Professor Childs







t\ \ Y

"Kabod denotes the revealed being or characte ¢ Yahweh, and

uo

also a physical phenomenon whereby Yahweh's presen is made known,

and scholars have not been agreed as to the priority in time of one

>

1
>r another of these views," However, to Ramsey's statement must be

added the meaning of kabod which is used to describe the differing

lationships between men and also between nations. Scholars give

"]

4

lifferent origins for the word kabod, Eichrodt claimed that the or-
igen lay in the experience of the people with the thunderstorm. Von
Rad agreed with Eichrodt, and further stated that these meteorolog-
ical appearances give men the impression of God's wélight, Yet Gray

and Abrghams would re ject this explanation as the only one, and they

would further claim that this meteorological conception of kabod is
not unconnected with the more inward character and purpose of Yah-

1

weh. Kittel says that the idea of Yahweh's power 1s connected with

v

the word, kabod. Ramsey states that the Biblical record shows that
kabod is connected in pre-exilic times with the thunderstorm theo=
phany but also with the presence of Yahweh, Then it is developed
further by God's acts i 3t and by his character. Thus, in
our study of the phrase, "glory of Yahweh", let us first seeck the
root meaning of the word glory as it is associated with this phrase;

us see in a brief sketch how this word and phrase is treated in
Isaish 1-55 and Ezekiel, and then let us attempt to see the full
meaning of the phrase in the light of these scriptures.

The root meaning of the word, glory,(kabod) is traced back to

Hebrew word, the root 'KBD', This root can mean to be heavy,

1 AV, Ramsey, The Glory of God, p. 10.







to be weichty, burdensome, troublesome, dull, insensible, and to be
honored. Richardson points out that the primary meaning of kabod

in relation to the phrase, "glory of Yshweh', is that of weight and
substance, God's external appearnace, or as in the growth of the

phrase or word among the people, man's appearance, demanded and com=-
pelled respect and honor from his fellows, This, too, among men in
relation with each other was called honor or glory or kabod, Hence

weight, substance, wealth, dignity, noble bearing and honor contri-
2

buted to its meaning., Thus, we shall see the growth from its un-

theological meaning to its theological meaning, or at least see the

distictions between the two categories and the strong similarities.
The untheological passages referring to the root, kabod, are

found in Isaiah 8:7; 10 10X6,307 B XI6s1h: Y783 A Talyy 21416

22:18; 22: 213 35:2; and E je1l 31218 he basic root of this word

is shown clearly in Isaiah 22:2l. This passage points to weight or

burden as the meaning of his father's house being thrown upon him,
4

the K.J.V, says glory, the R.S.V, says that they shall hang on him
the whole weight of his family, and Moffatt says that through him
the whole family will rise to honor; his whole family shall depend
on his support, .C.C, says that the word glory plays on the
root meaning of kabod, meaning all the weéightiness of his family.
the rest of the verse developes idea of the burdensome family,
Also, the word, glory, branches out further in the meaning of weight,
riches or reputation, In Isaiah 10:3, glory refers to wealth, val-
possessions or plunder. In 8:7 glory refers to that which

. Richardson, Theological Word Book of the Bible, p. 175.







ing of Assyria. The king o

This

in the expression of reputation as

tinction, or honor. Isiah 10:16; 10:18; 16

8

and Egzekiel 31:18 portray this type of sple

out that property makes a man great. The

7

vy through wealth, Kabod, generally, in the

translated honor, but strictly means 'heavi

3
wealth,

He continues that when wealth is h

It is not only kabod, heaviness,
The word comprises both blessing and honor.,

ability of the soul, its strength and effic

o

S “

so designates the nobility, those S
b

having great obligations.

pOSsesse

Isaiah 16:1l; 17
representative of a group of verses which d

that the kabod of a

nation is

it is the distinction amid the

than that,

S
C
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its property expressés. These nations refe

Lebanon and Kedar, With reference to Moab,

glory will be brought low or contemned or c

comments that the nation is personified as

ing reputation and splendor, among his neig

Isaiah 10:16 is interpreted differentl

Moffatt translates glory as glitter; the I,

inward parts" or "hi

untheological trend of glory

meaning splendor,

soul becomes

world

hbors will become

and II, p

“Pedersen, Israel, vol. I

230,

Ibid., p.

5 Ramsey, op. cit.,
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creat or hea-

se particular cases, 1is

it the
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up) will be set all ablaze as when a fir y-kindled," The I.C,C.
offers the explanations that Assyria like Israel 1is compared to a hu-
man body; Assyria is conceived not only a an fat and strong, but

gloriously apparelled., It can do with outward glory or the splendid
raiment. Other definitions of glory in thils verse are that it refers
to the improving military might of Assyria regarded as a mass of in-
flamable material; it may mean the nobility of Assyria who are to be
burnt up with the fire of war, At any rate, the interpretation of
glory in this verse has to do with honor or distinction., There are
other verses in this area of untheological meaning which can only be
named at this time., Isaiah 10:18 refers to reputation and splendor;
14:18 are words of honor, referring to the nations or kings sleeping
in their own tombs(honor); 17:3 refers to honor and distinction.
Thus, before coming to the concrete phrase, "glory of Yahweh", we
have seen the varied and adaptable meanings which the word kabod can
have in the relation of man to man, of nation to nation, and of God
to nation, Seemingly, kabod has referred much more to the external
lustre of the nations and has meant the honor or distinction or re-
utation which the nation ha njoyed in the eyes of others, an ex-
emplified by their great possessions and wealth., Yet, as

Abrahams points out, kabod, glory, as applied to men, often repre-
sents much more than this external lustre, A man's glory in some
passages has seemed to refer even to the seat of character, or the
inward spirit of a man, the thing wherein his weight or worth is be-

lieved to consist. It is true that as these verses in which the

glory of the nations or kings has called down the judgment of God,

6 Israel Abrahams, The Glory of Goc
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there has been something much more than the external raiment referred
to. But we must now face the phrase, "glory of Yahweh",

"The 'glory of God' is, in effect, the term used to express that
which men can apprehend, originally by sight, of the presence of God
on earth.”7 Richardson says that Ezekiel first used it, and then the
priestly writers took it over from him, There is a tension running
throughout between the physical manifestation of the glory of God
and the glory referring to the transcendent God, In Ezekiel 1:28;
3:123 3:23; 8:l4; 9:3; 10:18,19; 11:22,23; 43:1~-5;5 and LlL:l4 the glory
of God is shown to have elements of movements, of volume, yet of a
mysterious secrecy and hiddeness., Such descriptions as, the appear-
ance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord(using materialistic or
symbolic language); the glory of God arose; it was there: it had gones

t was over them; 1t stood upon a mountain; the return of the glory
of God to the temple; it filled the temple(reveals both the physical
manifestations ani the transcendency of the glory of Go@. Ezekiel
uses the word 'likeness! in desecription of this phrase; this casts a

ious interpretation to this concept of glory, and it is
fathomed, Especially is this true in all the movements
There is more to be said on the temple
experience, Pedersen states that the creation of blessedness by the
holy place is due to the divine spirit which dwells in it, God's
name has been pronounced over the sanctuary; this means that
bod, his honor is in the temple; his name, his eyes, and his heart
are there; Pedersen says that these are the literal equivalents of

the soul of Yahweh., He is present in the sanctuary himself and has

o - : : : 25
Richardson, op. el Pe. 115
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3 created for his glory He gives s g 0 no other, yet

xpects those to whom he has given it to praise him and to give

snd-bo-give this glory back any

COIl=-

>ther soul, the soul of Yahweh has its 'l & ider al with its ¢

)

tent, which
Yahweh's honor,

vy Yahweh himself
weh's glory, because has

v O Ll

name, Also, all the fulness bthe earth enters
)
His unigue glory is raisec all times The

t God's glory and praise are the ultimate categories

regvelation and response, and

hope and expectation lie solely and finally in the glory of
which it is ask to witness and which it is her
praise and worship

God will, also, be revealed among

all flesh shall see it(Isaiah }J0:5 and Ezekiel 39:21). The I.B, says

that Yahweh 1s to manifest himself in unparalleled revelation., The

common belief of the exile was tha: he glory of the Lord had left

the temple at the destruction of the .ty of Jerusalem, but that it

-

~0Q

would return ggain in God's time(Ezek. 1:28 ete.). The glory that

once appeared on the sacred mount(Ex, 2 :15f,) and later tasbernacled

in the sacred precincts of the holy of holies, is now to appear in a

final epiphany, This is not merely another theophany which belongs

o

o a series of divine appearances in the 'e3 1t 18 final and deci-

sive, universal and all lusive I 1lls time and space. It is

a world theophany and comes ¢ the tur f the ages as the fulfill-

. :
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11 Pedersen, or it V7 TII and I 3 614"







ment of the divine purpose in history., Thus, in examining the dif-

ferent connatations of the specific phrase, "glory of Yahweh", it

N

is seen that it can be both an active and a passive phrase, Isaiah
4j2:12 presents the idea of giving glory to Yahweh, while 43:7 and
other passages present Yahweh as giving glory to his people and re-
vealing it to the nations, It is also seen in the context of meaning

honor, reputation, presence, & in the areas of God's creation and

A

A conclusion of this Tt

4.

tudy, especially of only

Isaiah and Ezekiel, has its limitations For it would be most en-

lightening as a study to see the meaning of doxa in the N,T, in re-

Vg ~ o

fering to Jesus Christ as the revealed glory of Go seeing this both

-
in the context of the incarnation or the physical appearance, and yet

4=

the mysterious and hidden and transcendent meaning of this glory in

the nature of sug Chris Yet, within the more than thirty pa:

the conclusion is reached
Ramsey that

vealed being armd character of God, and also a physi

J

whereby God's presence is made known, And yet from

think I see a real connection between God and man as each partici

in this glory 'experience!', The people contribute to God's honor

glory or kabod by subordinating themselves entirely to his will and
purpose. And those who do honor God are in return honored by him,
and are even honored by him because of his creation. Thus, I see a
real connection between the concept of the "glory of Yahweh" or kabod
and the concepts of creation and redemption by God of his people.
God's being, mature and cha racter, his rpose in creation and his

S =

fulfillment in redemption, and the people's vital participation in
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