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MINUTES.

The seventy-sixth annual session of the ECHECONNEE ASSOCIA
TION OF PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS was held with Bethlehem Church,
Bibb county, Ga., September 16th, 17th and 18th, 1904.

1st. After prayer by Eld.. D. M. Mathews, of the Yellow
River Association, th e Introductory Sermon was delivered by
Eld. C. H. Anthony, of th e Oconee Association. Text, John
v. 25.

2d. Eld. \Y. W. Childs was elected Moderator for the pur
pose of temporary organization, and after prayer by Eld. J. T.
Gardner, of the Pulaski Association, the letters sent up by the
churches were called for and read, and the names of messengers
enrolled.

3d. Proceeded to organize permanently by the election of a
Moderator and Clerk, which resulted in the election of Eld. W.
W. Childs Moderator and H. E. Murray Clerk.

4th. Appointed committees as follows:
On Preaching-J. S. McGee, W. R. Evans, "V. J. Brown, T. M. Nash,

J. W. Burkner.
On Contributions and to Distribute Corresponding Minutes-N. T. Dumas,

W. B. Adams, J. S. McGee, "V. O. Lewis and J. B. Reev es.
To Write Corresponding Letter-W. S. Bloodworth and Eld. S. T. Bently.
5th. Invited visiting brethren to seats with us.
6th. Called for Correspondence from sister Associations, and

received-
From the Upatoie- Brethren ' V . J. Childre and M. J. O. Land.
From the Marietta Old School-No communication.
From the Primitive Western-Elds. B. O. Oaldwell and Reese Prather,

and Brethren J. A. Chambliss, G. A. "Vright, J. G. Brown and J. T.
Mann. I

From the Harmony-Elds. R. H. Jennings and "V. T: Everett, and Bro.
J. B. Murray.

From the Ebenezer-Elds. J. T. McArthur and J. A. Taylor, and Breth
ren J. E . Lord, R. M. Lord, L. L. Hall, J. W. Braswell and R. L. Smith.

From the Pulaski-The Pulaski havin g at their last session di spensed
with formal corresponden ce, Elds, J T. Gardner, I. P. Porter and P. G.
McDonald were received as visitors.

Suspended the regular order of business to receive visitors



2 MINUTES.

from sister Associations and churches with whom we are not in
regular correspondence, and received as follows:

From the Ocmulgee A ssociation-Elds. W. J. Green and J. A. Adams,
and Brethren T. J. Bazemore, J. H. Meeks, J. R. Smith, T. J. Branham,
J. A. McCowan, E. T. Morton and T. C. Hammack.

From ,the Oconee-Eld. C. H. Anthony and Bro. G. E . Ivey.
From the Ochlocknee-Eld. T. J. H ead.
From the Fl int River-Eld. Lee Hanks and Bro. 1. C. Stub bs.
From,the Upper Canoochee-Eld. B. H. Pearson.
From the Yellow R'iver-Elds. "\V.W. West, D. M. Mathews mid R. L.

Cook.
From the K ehukee, of North Carolina-E ld . S. Hassell.
Fr om the Mount Zion, of Texas-Eld. J. H. Fi sher.
From the Furs: Association, of ()klahoma-Eld. B. M. Green.
F1'om the New B eulah-Eld. Morgan Brown.
7th. Resumed the regular order of busines s and called for

Petitionary Letters, and received one from the Primitive Bap
tist Church in Barnesville, Ga., asking to become a member of
this body, by Brethren D. L. Caldwell, \V. L. Oxford, J. A.
Middlebrooks and G. 'v. Mann. The Letter was read and the

. church received by the Moderator extending the right hand of
fellowshi p.

After prayer by the Moderator, the Association was adjourned
until 8 :30 0' clock to-morrow morning.

SATURDAY MORNING, Sept. 17th, 1904.

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by
Eld. T. J. Head, of the Ochlocknee Association.

1st. Called the roll, and dispensed with reading the Decorum.
2d. Called for further correspondence from Sister Associa

tions, and received from the Ebenezer, Iverson Lord and J. K. P.
Hinson; Upatoie, J. N. Hutchinson.

3d. Renewed the invitation to visiting brethren, and received
from the Oconee, J. M. Adams; Ocmulgee, Eld. J. H. Gresham
and Bro. Dolphus Dunn.

4th. Returned correspondence to Sister Associations:
To the Upatoie-To convene with the church in Butler, Taylor county,

Ga., commencing on Tuesday after the first Sunday in September, 1905~
,E lds. 1. Grant, "\V. W. Ohilds, S. T. Bently, and Brethren "\V. H. Smith,
'F . VV. Hammock and R. E. Wright, '

To the Marietta Old School-To convene on Saturday before the first
Sunday in October, 1904-Returned Minutes.
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To the Pr imitive Western-To convene with Bethlehem Church, Meri
wether county, Ga. (four miles from Warm Springs, on Sonthern R. R.),
on Tue sday before the first Sunday in October , 1904-Eld. ,V. ,V. Childs ,
and Br ethren S. J. :McDaniel, D. L. Caldwell and J. T. Roberts.

To the Harmony-To conve ne with the Church at Antioch , Stewart
county, Ga. (I ~ mil es from Louvale, on the Seab oard Air Line R. R.),
comme ncing on F riday before the second Sund ay in October, 1904
Eld. J. T. Reynolds, and Br o. B. F. 'Will iamso n.

To the Pr imitioe Ebene.zer-To convene with the Church at Mt, Carmel,
'Wilkinson county, Ga . (five mil es from McIntyre, C. R. R.), commen cing
on Friday before the fourth Sunday in September , 1904-Eld. J. T.
Reynolds, and Bro. J . W. Grant.

5th. Called for contributions sent up by the churches, and
received for minutes $24.75 , and for the ministry $72.00.

6th. Appointed Union Meetings:
1st. Wi th Sharon Ch urch, Monroe county, Ga. , comme ncing on Friday

before the fifth Sunday in July, 1905.
2d. 'With the Church at Barnesvill e, Pike county, Ga. , comme ncing on

Friday before the fifth Sunday in April , 1905.
7th. Appointed th e next session of this body to convene

with Bethlehem Church, Upson county, Ga., seven miles from
Thomaston, Culloden and Yatesville, at our usual time.

8th. Agreed to have 1,500 copies of these minutes printed
and distributed in the usual manner.

9th. Called for 'the Corresponding Letter, which was read
and adopted.

10th. Read minutes, and after prayer by Eld. W. W. Childs,
adjourned. ELD. W. 'V. CHILDS, Moderator.

H. E. MURRAY , Clerk.

Order of Preaching.
FRIDAY P . ~i .-Eld. B. 1\1 . Gree n, from the Fi rst Association of Okla

homa; 7:30, at Bethlehem Churc h, E ld. W. W. ' Vest , followed by Eld.
D. M. Mathews, from the Yellow River ; at Fi reman ' s H all, Eld. Morgan
Brown , from the New Beula h Associati on.

SATCRDAY A. l\I.-Eld . B. H. Pear son, from the Upper Can ooch ee, fol
lowed by Eld. 1. P. Po r ter, from the Pulaski.

SATURDAY P . lIL - E ld . J. H. Fi sh er , from Mt. Zion Association, of Texa s,
followed by El d. R. H. J ennings, from the H armon y; 7:00 o'clock, at
Bethleh em Church , Eld. ' V. 'V. 'West, followed by Eld. J. H. Gresham,
of the Ocmulgee.

SUNDAY A. ~I.-Eld . S. Hassell , from the Kehukee, of North Carolina,
follow ed by Eld. Lee H anks, from the Flint River.

SUNDAY P. M. -Eld. J. H. Fisher.
Closed by the Moderator.
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Corresponding Letter.
The E checonnee A ssociation, now in session with B ethlehem Church, Bibb

county, Ga., to her sister Associations 'with whom she correspon ds, greeting:

DEAR BHETHREN-Through t he mercies of God we are again permi ted
to hold an other session of our body in an associate capacity . Our churc hes
report some pr osperi ty, with peace an d love abiding through out our
bounds. We have a number of your correspondents with us, which is
very pleasant to us. We desire a continuance of the se pleasan t relations.
We also have quite a number of visitors with wh om we are not in direct
correspondence . \Ve have a number of God 's able ministers with us,
who are preaching to us His gospel with great power.

The next ,session of our body will convene, the Lord willing, with
Bethleh em Church , Upson county, Ga., on Friday before the third Sun
day in September 1905, wh en , and wh ere, we hope to ren ew our existing
pleasant relati ons by a visitation of a goodly number of your corre-
spondents. W. W. CHILDS, Moderator.

H. E. MURRAY, Clerk.

The Association agreed to have the following letter, received
from Eld. W. C. Cleveland, published in these minutes:
To the Echeconnee A ssociation; A ssembled in Macon:

. DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN THE LORD-I had treasured the thought
with much anxiety of meeting with you at this time, where I could once
more look into your faces an d shake your hands, but God wills it othe r- .
wise, and I resignedl y submit to it. . Man y ha ve been the times in the
last year that my poor life has been despaired of, but thus far the Lord
has seen fit to spare it, and I hope yet for his h oly serv ice ; but should I
have gon e, or go, it will not be among strangers. By His grace I am will
ing to live or die. By Hi s manifested love to me , our great enemy death,
Iiesconquered at my feet . What joy this gives none can tell, save, he
who constantly tread s up on the brink of ete rn ity . May the Lord bless
and be with you during the meeting, with the further desire, that each
of you will remember me in your prayers.

Yours, in love, 'VILDE C. CLEVELAND.
Culloden, Ga., September 15th, 1904.

The thanks of the Association are hereby tendered to the
brethren and friends of Bethlehem Church, and also to the city
authorities, for their kindness and generous hospitality to us
during the session of the Association just closed.

The Association, for the love and esteem th ey have for Eld.
Cleveland, asked for a contribution from the brethren, and
quickly collected $51.00 for him, which will be forwarded to
him at once.
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DECORUM.
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1. The Association shall b e composed of members chosen by the
churches in our union and duly sent to represent t he m in the Associa
tion, who shall be members wh om they judge best qualified for that pur
pose, producing letters from their ch urches cer tifying their appointment ,
shall be entitled to seats.

2. In the lett ers from the ch urche s shall be expressed their members
in full fell owsh ip , those baptized, receiv ed by letter, on confession of
fai th, dism issed , exc omm un ica ted and di ed since last Association .

3. The members thus chosen and Call veri ed shall be den ominated t h e
ECRECONNEE ASSOCIATIOX, prodding for them selves a Modera to r and
Cle rk , who will serve them during the sess ion ; usi ng the pas tor of t h l~

church where they assemble or choosing one from the body, as thl',\'
p lease.

4. As on e of t he cardinal tenets of fai th of t he Primitive Baptist s is
that the Old and New Te staments are our on ly rul e of fai th and practi ce,
and as th e Bible recogn izes n o oth er religiou s di sciplinary po wer but the
Ch urch , we h ereby lea ve a ll d iscipline wi th the Ch urc h, where God i ll
His wisdom , mercy, and in h on or t o H is Son , p lac ed it.

·5. If n ew ch urc hes desire to be admitted in to this union they ma v
peti tion by let ter and de legate s, an d if fou nd orthodox and orde rly, sh all
be received hy the Assoc iat ion and manifested by the Modera tor giv in g
th e del egates th e right hand of fellowship.

G. T h e names of t he m embers of the Association sh all be en ro lle d by
the Clerk, and rulled ove r as ofte n as the Associat ion may require.

7. It shall be t he d uty of the Cle rk to keep a t rue record of the pro
ceed ings of t h e Association.

8. T he minu tes of the Association sh all be read an d signed b y th e
Moderato r and Clerk b efore t he Association ad journs,

n. Amendmen ts tot h is form of govern me nt ma y be made at any ti me
by a majority of the uni on , when they deem' it n ecessary.

10. To correspond wi th sister Associations of th e same fai th and order.

11. The Asso cia ti on sh a ll ha ve power to adjourn t hemselves to any
future time or place they may think most convenient to the ch urches in
the nni on.

12. It is also ag reed that n oth ing shall be so const rued in t h e above as
to interfere wi th t he Ie llowshi p and communion of the ch urc h es or b reth
ren of this union, or with .those wi th wh om we mav corres pond, directly
or in directl y ; and n othi ng sh all be p rese n ted to thi s bod y as a qu ery, or
questi on bea ri ng on t he same, but shal l b e cons idered by t he churches, as
we believe is directed by the Holy Scriptures.
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ARTICLES OF FAITH.

1st. We believe in one true and living God, and that there are ' three
persons in the Godhead-the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.

2d. We b elieve th e Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ar e the word
of God, and the only rule of faith and practice.

3d. We b eliev e in the doctrine of eternal and particular election.
4th. We believe in the doctrine of original sin .
fith . We believ e in man's impotency to recov er himself from the fallen

state he is in by nature, by his own fr ee will and ability.
6th. We b elieve that sinners are justified in the sight of God only by the

imputed righteousn ess of Christ.
7th. We beli eve that God's elect sh all be called, regenerated and sanctified

by the Holy Ghost.
8th. We believe that Saints shall persevere in grace, and never finally

fall away .
9th. \Ve believe that Baptism, and th e Lord's Supper are ordinances of

Jesus Christ, and that true believers are the only subjects of these ordi
nances. We believe that immersion is baptism.

lOth. We believe in the r esurrection of th e dead, and a general judgment.
11th. We believe that th e punishment of th e wicked will be eternal, and

th e joys of the righteous will be everlasting.
12th. We beli eve that no minister ha s a right to the administration of

th e ordinanc es, only such as are regularly call ed and come under the imposi
tion of the hands of the presbytery.

ORDER 0 F BUSINE~S.

1. The Introduct orv Sermon will be delivered.
2. Ca ll for and roaei letters from t h e Churches and enroll the names of

messengers.
3. Choose a Mod erator and Clerk.
4. Appoint Com mittees as follows:

On Preaching.
To wri te Cor res po nding Letter.
On Contri butions and to di stribute Corresponding Minutes.

5. Invite Vi siting Brethre n to seats wi th us.
(i. Call for Correspondence from Sister Associations.
7. Call for P etiti on ary Ch u rches.

SECOND DAY.
I. Call t he R oll and read Decorum.
2. Ca ll for further Correspondence from Sister Associat ions .
3. R en ew t he in vita t ion to Visiting Brethren to seats with us.
4. R eturn Corresponde nce to Sister Associa t ions,
5. R eceive Contributions and di stribute Cor respond ing Minutes.
6. Appoint U n ion Meetings.
I . Appoint t he Next Se~"io ll of t h is body.
8. Agree on the num ber of Mi nutes to have printed.
n. Call for Corresp ond ing' Letter.

10. Read Minutes aud adjourn.
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SCALE OF THE CHURCHES.
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CHURCHES CLE RKS COUNTIES I POST-OFFICES NA1\:lES OF MESSENGERS PASTORS
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Sharon A. J . Zeiner Monroe Strouds W. J . Brown , W. B. Adams, T. J . Zeiner W. C. Cleveland.. 1 1 83 . 1 $ 2 00 $ 6 00
Bet h lehem J . L. Thompson Upson Thomaston J. M. McFarlin, E . M. Barker , J . T. Rob erts W. W. Childs..... 2 2 5 54 1 1 00 3 00

~~~~~~~~::::::: :: ~:TC.Ad':~~ . :: ::::::: g~:~:: : : : :: : : : ~~~r:::~io~~·: : ::.: ~·E~"p~t~~~:.~:..~: .~.~.i.I.~.B. ::..:::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~·C~Ca~~~~~~i · : :: ::: ::: ::: ::: i ::: "i "'23'" ~ ~g ~ gg
Mount Carme l J . R. Bently Cra wford Robl ey S. T. Bently, John Bently, F. W. Hammock W. C. Cleveland 2 9 1 69 3 1 00 200
Salem J . D. McGee Cra wford Knoxville I Grant, .J. S. McGee, J. M. Sanders I Grant.. ............ 1 1 ... ... 2... .. . 107 :2 1 50 2 00
Providence J. J . Britt., Crawford Fort Val ley T. A. K endrick, J . J . Bri t t ; S. T. Bently 3 4 1... 2.. . 1 59 4 1 50 3 00
Fe llowship H. }J. Mur ray Houston Ft.Valley (R.No.l ) H . E. Mu rray, J . W. Tabor J . T. Reynolds 1 4 1 1 31 2 1 50 3 50
Beth lehem .Bibb l If. W . Williams Biuu Macon J . S. McGel', W. It. Evans, W. J . Pa rker, J. W.Grant W. W . Childs..... 6 9.. . ... 1 1 3 1:"16 4 3 00 5 00
Ramah E. G. Horn e Monroe Yatesville(R.No.2) N. T. Dum as, E . L. Parha m : D. F . Woodall 6 ..... . 31 2 50 2 50
Friendsh ip W. S. Bloodworth.. Upson Rowland W. S. Bloodworth , C. A. Kerzey, J. B. Reeves S. T. Bently...... 3.. . ..... . 2.. . 1 36 I 1 00 5 00
P leasa nt Hill J. D. Cherry Houston Dunbar J . D. Cherry, W. C. Lewis J . T. Gardner..... 2... ..... . ... ... ... 57 1 1 00 4 00
Sardis T. 1\1. Nash Bibb Macon J. T. Reynolds, T. 1\1. Nash, J . W. Fi elder S. T. Ben tly...... 9 2 ..... . :3 .. . .. . 55 3 1 00 2 00
Mount Paran B. F. Ken nedy Crawford Knoxville H. J . Brown, B.If . Will iam son,M.H. McElmu rr ay ; 1 1 46 1 50 2 50
Beaver Creek J . M. Pi tts Houston Kathleen W. S. Farr, W:. B. Watson J . T. lteynolds.. . ]3 4 50 100
Shilo h J. A. Burkner Bibb White Water J. T. Young, J. W. Burkner J. T. Youn g '" '" 1]6 2 75 2 00
Harmony J . C. D Bloodworth Pik e Miln er S. J . 1\IcDaniel. W. W. Childs 1 1 ... .. . 44 . 3 50 6 00
High Shoa ls 1'. 1\1. 1\Iullin s Monro!' Bacon W. R. S. Mann, J . H. Mullins S. T. Bently.. .... 1 ...... .. . 1 ... 1 45 2 50 4 00
Forsyth(P1·imi.). C. J . Zeiner Monro e Forsyth J. R. Wor sham, John Cox, J ames Cox W. C. Cleveland.. 3 1 ... ...... ... .. . 32 2 100 5 00
Mount Calvary .. R. H. Bazemore Monroe W . H . Smith 1. Grant..... .... ... 25 3 50 2 50
Concord J . B. C. Madden Pike Concord J. B. C. Madden H. Bussey .... ..... 3... ... 19 4 1 00 2 00
Griffin Baptist F. 1\1. Gardner Spalding Griffin 1. J . Mallory, L . W. Almond, W . N. Awtry F . IJ. Fn ller 4 2 3 .. . ... 2 .. . 47 2-4 1 00 2 00
Emmaus H. L. McK inney Upson Thom aston E'. J. Reeves, J. T. McKinley W. C. Cleveland .. 11 1 3 75 4 1 00 400
Barnesville(Pri.) Pik e Barnesville D. L. Caldwell , J . A. Mid dlebrooks, G. W. Mann -=i~ ~.:..:.:..:..:.:..:.:.:. .:.:.:.~ :.:.:.:.~ ...:.:.:.:..:.:
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